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AND  VERT  HUMBLE  SERVANT, 

J.  N.  BREWER. 

Kamimgt<m»  Snrey, 
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PREFATORY  REMARKS: 


I  SUBMIT'to  the  Public  this  attempt  towards  a 
Topographical ^Aetiount  of  Oxfordshire,  with  the   * 
diffidence 'that  may  be  supposed  likely  to  arise 
f¥bm  an^ende^vbur  to  delineate  a  covinty  rendered  . 
of  prominent  interest  by  a  distinguished  Univer- 
sity; and  a  county  which  has  not-  been  favoured 
with  the  lahours  of  a  regular  historia^^m    Withoitt 
the  appearance' of  any  undue  assumption^  yl  trust  I 
may  be  permitted  to  say  that  I  have  us^  some 
exertions^  connected  with  industry  of  reseafch»  to 
render  the  Work  not  unsatisfactory.^   By  repeated 
journeys  of  investigation ;  by  public  advertisement ;  * 
and  by  the  inspjeetion  of  papers  depo$iteH  in  va*> 
rioos  libraries,^!  have  endeavoured,  to  obtain  all 
desirable^  origfinal,  information  concerning  the  sub* 
jects  which  required  notice. 

In 


.▼1 


FREFATORT  BSMARU. 


In  every  circumstance  of  investigation  I  have 
been  seconded  by  the  liberality  and  zeal  of  those 
to  whom  I  had  occasion  to  apply.    The  attention 
with  which  I  was  honoured  by  m^fay  MMiblers  of 
the  University  is  calculated  to  impress  fresh,  and 
indelible,  sentiments  of  respect  on  my  mind  to* 
wards  that  learned  body.    1  have  great  pleasure 
in  observing  that  at  the  Bodleian  Library  I  found  a 
constant  wish  to  advance  the  object  of  my  par9nit» 
The  resident  clergy  of  the  county  are  entitled  tm 
my  best  thanks.    Among  the  gentlemen  to  w^hoia 
I  am  under  particular  obligations,  I  take  pride  ia 
mentioning: 


RBV.  im.  MAV6R. 
.....    £.O.WALFURD»CbApUiD 
to  ibt  BAii  of  Ovilfurd, 

...,.    J.  FaANCI& 
.....    W.  WeOLSTOK. 

A.  £  UOWlfATf. 

!..»  PRlTCilARD. 

,.../*.  JOTCE. 
....^    •>•*  IfAoII. 


TH£  R£t.  T.  ELLtl 

C.  WIN8TANLST. 

THOMAS  11  ALl^,  E«<|  tiarpfdm  Court. , 
RICHARD  DAVIS,  Ra^.  Grove  Cc^ 

tagr,  (Topogrsphfelr  to  bi»  Miueity/ 

fcc) 
Mr.  a.  P.  CtTLBAM,  tfenl^y.     ' 
....JOHN  H0LL1ER,  ThAinc. 
»4,kJ.  BADCOCK,  iTatlliigion. 


1  4iegA  Jikewisci  to  take  the  freedom  of  thut 
puUickly  thanking  the  t^rl  of  Ormond  and  Os« 
wry  for  his  tery  poUte  behaviour  6u  my  examina- 
tion of  HifcMry* 

I  cantiet 


PBXVATO&T  UBHAEKS.  Til 

I  cannot  quit  the  pleasing^  subject  of  acVnow- 
ledgmentt  Without  remafking  that  I  derived  asnst- 
ance^  in  my  notice  of  the  University,  (rom  the  fund 
of  materials  collected  with  so  mnch  jadgmei|t  by 
Mr.  Chalmers,  in  his  extensive  Historical  Work 
Gonceming  the  different  Colleges,  &c. 

J.  N.  BREWER. 
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OXFORDSHIRE. 

iHAT  dmnon  of  Esfboid  wbidk  imrm  il^uame  an  %  coanty > 
Cmb  Ike  city  of  (hftrd|.(a  spet  8»  ittifltiioBB  in  tb^niAboC 
kMBisg,  9o  T«i«nibl6  in  thoM  of  reUgioiij)  is  bonnded  on  tlM, 
€Mi  bf  BMldi^^i*»abire«  and  oa  the  wefti  by  the  oowty  ft 
Gkttcerter;  on  the  nooth^  soath-irest,  and  soath-east,  its  limits 
amte  vith  those  of  Berkshire;  the  river  Charwell  separates 
(hArd  /iroiD  Nortbamptoashire  on  the  nojtb-east;  while  tha 
Mnty  of  Warwick  ties  coatignoas  oa  the  nMb-weiit.  Oxford- 
shire is  of  a  very  irr^palar  %ure :  near  the  centre  of  the  county^ 
at  the  dty  of  Oxford,  it  is  not  more  than  seven  miles  across ; 
and  yet  in  the  more  northern  part^  at  no  great  distance,  its  dia« 
■eUT  is  thirty-eight  miles.  Proceeding  northward  it  assumes  the. 
leseBblaaoe  of  a  coaej  and  termioates  at  what  is  called  the  Three 
Skira  Stone,  in  a  complete  point  or  apex.  The  part  south  of 
OxfodI  is  likewise  disproportionately  narrow,  when  compared 
with  the  chief  central  districts  of  the  county.  At  no  point  sooth 
of  the.  city  is  Oxfordshire  above  twelve  miles  in  width.  Its 
ireateat  length  is  fifty  miles. 
You  XII.  B  This 


2  OXFORB8HIEE. 

This  coanty  is  divided  into  fourteen  hondteds,  and  contaiiw 
one  city,  twelve  market  toviis,^  and  207  townships  or  parishes. 
According  to  a  topographical  survey  made  by  Davis^  there  aria 
about  4d0,000  acres  of  land  ih  the  county,  309,000  of  which  lie 
to  the  north  of  Oxferd,  and  141,000'  to  the^  south;  but  in  the 
table  of  poor's  rates,  drawn  under  the  inspection  of  the  Right 
Hon.  George  Rose,  the  total  number  is  stated  to  be  474,880 
acres.  The  number  of  houses,  inhabited  and  uninhabited,  at  the 
time  of  the  return  for  1801,  was  21,193,  and  the  population 
109,620.  Th^  area  of  the  county  ^pean  to  be  742  s^pmre  sta* 
tute  miles^  eonseqiieatly  ihe  liambert>f  hdiabitants  in  eadiiquam 
mile  averaged  at  148  persons. 

'When  the  Romans  entered  Britain  under  Anlus  Plautius,  by 
command  of  the  Emperor  Claudius,  a  great  portion  of  the  dis* 
iricts  now  denominated  Gloucestershire  jand  Oxfordshire,  was  in* 
habited  by  a  race  of  aboriginal  Britons  termed  Dobuni.  Thai 
.the  Dobuni  only  possessed  a  part  of  the  present  county  of  Glon- . 
cMier  has  been  already  shewn  ;t  and  from  the  authority  tbeai 
quoted,  (that  of  Dr.  Whitaker,)  it  is  evident  that  they  prevaiM 
chiefly  in  the  low  valleys  of  Oxfordshire  on  the  north  side  of  the. 
Thames,  and  the  country  bordering  on  the  whole  length  of  Ike » 

river 

*  GoDgh,  Tolbwing  Mag.  Brit.  IV.  209.  says  tliat  there  are  fifteen  market- ' 
idwns.  It  may  be  proper  to  observe,  that  Domesday  Book  meotiom  only ' 
five  liundfeds  aud  a  half',  fay  name,  in  Ozfordibire,  via.  i 

Uevecanole    •«.«• (Lewkoor.)  , 

Perituoe     •.••••...••••.••...      (Pirton.) 

Primu  Gadre     •      { ) 

Seciindo  Gadre •...•••••     (— — ) 

Dorcliestre (Dorchester.) 

And  the  H«If  Hundred  of  Besintone  (Bensington.) 
But  It  oppearr,  in  Terra  Regit,  that  the  soke  of  four  hondreda  and  a  half 
belonged  to  Bcsinioike^  of  two  hundreds  to  Hcdintouc,  (Headington  j)  oft 
two  hundred!  and  ahalf  to  Chcrielintone,  (qn.  Cbadlington  j)  of  tliree  hua-. 
dreds  to  Optoiie  j  of  three  hundreds  to  Sciptone,  (Shipton  j)  of  two  hundi;eds 
to  Bcutone;  aud  of  two  hundreds  to  Blochesham,  (Bloxham;)  and  Edborg* 
bcrie.— 'See  Bawdwen's  Translation  of  Domesday,  8(c. 
f  Beauties,  &c  article  Gloucestcrtbirej  p.  497. 


tiver  fhame.  On  ihe  nortli-iresierii  and  norfheni  «ides  of  the 
ooanly  ttlur^KMseasions  ivere  boanded  by  the  €ham  of  hills  "wliich 
extends  in  those  directions.  On  the  east  their  sway  was  limited 
hy  that  natural  barrier  whieh  rises,  in  irregular  form,  on  the 
Bnddnghamshire  side  of  the  Thame.  The  propriety  of  thns  cir- 
cumscribing the  territory  of  the  Dobuni  would  appear  evident  from 
the  meaning  of  the  word  which  distinguished  their  tribe.  ''The 
name  Bobnni,''  says  Camden,  "  seems  to  be  derived  from  DnSea^ 
(Dwfh)  a  Britisfa  word,  signifying  deep  or  low ;  because,  inha-* 
biting  hr  the  most  part  a  plain,  and  valleys  encompassed  with 
hilb,  the  whole  people  took  their  denomination  from  thence.'' 
But  an  explanation  more  immediately  relative  may,  perhaps,  be 
received.  The  word  Dob  is  observed,  in  a  late  ingenious  Trea^ 
tise,  to  mean  stream ;  and,  in  the  same  work,  en,  land,  is  shewn 
to  have  been  often  varied  to  an  and  «n.  Thus  the  compound 
tann  Dobuni  may  be  inferred  strictly  to  signify  a  race  possessing 

hnds  on*  river  sides,  or  a  people  who  are  stream-borderers. ' 

.   ^.  ; 

BISTORICAL  eiRCOHSTANGBS  SUBSEQCfS^IT  TO  THE  ROMAN     ' 
INVASION. 

That  the  Dobani  were  not  very  numerous  appears  likely, 
from  the  event  of  their  subjugation  to  their  eastern  neighbours 
the  Cattieuchlani ;  for  thoug^b  this  latter  people  are  described 
as  a  warlike  race,  and  certainly  possessed  territories  in  the  three 
counties  of  Buckingham*  Bedford,  and  Hertford,  yet  their  main 
strength  must  necessarily  have  lain  so  remote  from  the  tracts 
inhabited  by  the  Dobuni,  that  if  the  nation  had  been  n  dimerous  in 
men  adequate  to  warfare,  the  ascendancy  of  the  subjugatoi^  could 
hardly  have  been  so  complete  as  circumstances  warrant  our  sup- 
posing to  be  the  fact.  The  impolitic  animosities  and  party  jea^ 
lousies  which  prevailed  among  the  aboriginal  Britons  rendered 
a  comparatively  easy  prey  to  the  invaders  a  large  portion  of  that 
warlike  mass  of  people,  which  would  have  been  unconquerable  if 
RDtied.  When  Auhu  Plauiius,  the  proprstor,  entered  Britain, 
hy  command  of  Claudius^  in  the  y«ar  of  the  Christian  era  13, 

B  2  the 


4  wfafmmuts 

Of  Dobiav  ipatpad  cff  banteviug  to  arms  m  Ihegieat^Qfe^f 

Ibeir  iiali?6  iilaiid^  looked  oviy  to  their  party  fieeltiiOT  ^  mem* 

bers  of  &  tribe.    Tbey  woald  eomder  oo  men  as  eoemieB  bat  ikp 

fBoe  of  Cftttieucbhiii.    Tbis  toioper  well  suited  tbe  views  ef  tb« 

pnipnetor :  he  took  tbem  immediately  mider  bi«  protecitqn,  imd 

placed  a  garrison  in  a  atrong  b^ld.  Cor  the  osteaaiUe  pnrpose  of 

abielding  tbom  from  the  attoek  of  Ibeir  ent^oi^^biiig  neighboiuy. 

ThoB  did  the  original  inb^bitanto  of  this  district  sunrender  thevH 

selves  votive  tribalaries  to  a  foreign  power  ;*  and  yet  so  ioefi* 

fdent  to  Uie  proposed  task  were  the  forces  under  Pfamtins^  thai 

when  be  met  witb  a  sligfat  check  on  advancing  nearer  to  tb« 

mouth  of  the  Thames,  he  ''  feared  the  worst/'  and  sent»  9»  h94 

been  coqcertedj  if  much  difficulty  should  occur,  to  the  emperer 

Claudius,  who  directly  sailed  in  person  for  firitain  with  reiiH 

fcrceme^ts, 

Tbroiilgbout  the  whole  period  of  the  Reman  sway  we  find  Ibis 

Dobuni  to  have .  remained  quiet  in  contented  eervili^.    Tbey 

were  probably  received  with  additional  readiness  by  tbe  conqueror 

as  tributary  fri^s^  m  account  of  their  not  having  formed  one 

of  the  British  nations  who  opposed  Julius  Caesar  on  bis  ficst 

landing.    Cogidunus  waa  at  this  time  prince  of  the  Dobuni ;  and 

he  was  not  only  permitted  to  remain  in  the  nominal  government 

of  bis  territories,  bat  appears  to  hav^had  some  other  states  placed 

under  his  authority.    While  it  is  painful  to  think  that  tbe  iuha^ 

bitants  and  original  possessors  of  such  fertile  districts  as  U^ose 

bordering  on  the  great  streams  of  the  two  counties  of  Oxford  and 

Gloucester,  should  not  have  lifted  a  single  weapon  against  the 

invader,  who  took  tribute  from  tbe  best  treasures  of  their  soil. 

and  recruited  his  distant  armies  with  the  flower  of  their  youth^ 

we  should  not  forget  that  the  River-Borderers  merely  exchanged 

ouo 

*  The  eipeditioD,  beaded  by  PlaoUiu,  wai  ondertakeii  at  the  suggestion 
«f  ft  Briton  nmrned  Bericot,  who  had  been  drtven  from  his  councry  by  fac> 
^4Mia  iatugaet,  mod  bad  fled  to  Rome.  Froan  the  immediate  alliance  vrhidi 
took  llla^  between  IN  lUimsoi  and  tbe  Poban^  it  baa  been  coojeeloied  bjr 
liusy  writers  that  tbii  Bericua  was,  bio^elfi  of  the  latter  natiou  oc  tribe. 


eilrrosMtttM:  t 

#M  ynii  &t  ihTety  ht  tuotber ;  and  it  ttkewue  ^ppmn  hif 
to  eondtt4*»  Umt  from  tbdr  rettdy  analgamatioii  with  the  faU 
lawm  of  the  Ronan  Eagle^  tbe^r  made  more  rapid  advances  iQ 
tf%iilisaftkiB  than  the  trihes  ao  severely  hoiatermis,  who  looked  on 
ttie  arta  of  fk^  mvader  with  disdaia,  and  replied  to  his  blan-^ 
iiahneflla  with  the  edge  ef  the  sword.  The  whole  territories  of 
ttie  Dohnni  were  comprehended  in  the  Roman  province  BritanniiL 
PHma. 

Wlimi  the  Bomans^  finally  retiring  from  the  British  islands,  left 
ttem  opeo  to  the  asaanlts  of  every  neighbonriag  piratical  tribe,  the 
DohuH,  doahUesa,  shared  in  the  general  distress,  althongh,  from 
tte  bdaad  character  of  the  district  which  they  inhabited,  they 
tpsro,  feasibly,  one  of  the  last  nations  to  feel  the  scourge  of 
ttie  Invader.  Bat  at  length  there  seems  reason  to  conclude  that 
internal  disaenaiona,  joining  their  baneful  influence  with  that  of 
▼afiows  fbveign  enearies,  drained  the  fair  meads  of  tlie  Dobnni 
«f  their  flocks  and  herds,  while  tiie  wretched  remnant  of  the  ori- 
find  inhahitanta,  who  escaped  the  edge  of  the  sword,  were  com- 
peHed  to  aaareh  the  woods  for  food,  and;  retmniug  to  the  rude- 
neaa  of  the  fiiat  stage  of  society,  were  fain  to  support  a  miserable 
exiateiiee  by  the  spoils  of  the  chace.  When  the  harassed  coun* 
ir^  revived  from  this  prostration  of  spirit,  and  a  renewal  of  fn- 
JaaUkwa  habits  produced  comparative  plenty,  the  dread  of  an 
iDVastoB  from  the  Scots  and  Picts  caused  the  Britons,  in  a  luck- 
leaa  hovr,  to  invite  the  Saxona  to  a  defence  of  their  southern 
territofiea,  and  in  this  invitation  the  reignhig  prince  of  the  Do- 
bom  appears  to  have  concurred. 

It  was  not  until  tiie  latter  part  of  the  sixth  century  that  the 
Oohani  became  entirely  tributary  to  the  Saxons.  Numerous 
bafdea  then  landed  on  the  eaatem  coast  of  Britain,  and  prose- 
eoted  their  hostile  undertaking  with  so  much  success,  that  they 
speedily  founded  three  kingdoms  of  the  heptarchy.  Of  these  new 
donunions  the  Dobuni  form<Sd  a  part,  and  were  allotted  to  the 
portion  denominated  Mercia,  which  comprehended  all  the  middle 
of  England  to  the  east  of  the  Severn,  aud.the  south  of 
B3  Yorkshire 


Yartobin  and  Lancashire.  The-fivl  aovevaign  kgaii  1ii«  reifK 
in  the  year  66d.  It  is  not  deairable  to  porane  the  hiatary  i)f  Ox* 
ibrdahire^  as  a  part  of  Mercia^  through  the  boisterous  pmsfdB  of 
the  heptarchy ;  but  it  seems  proper  to  remind  the  reader  th^t  the 
Mercians  pipfed  one  of  the  bravest  pf  the  seven  kiagdoma;  and 
thus  it  is  evident  that  the  aboriginal  inhabitants  (the  chief  part 
of  whose  youth  were  employed  in  the  $eld  by  their  Saxon  ndefj) 
fOBsessed  a  ready  disposition  for  ^ts  of  harjlihpod^  whefi  they 
were  duly  trained  tp  military  exertion.  When  Egbert  reduced 
the  whole  heptarchy  to  one  kingdom  in  827,  he  considered  the 
Mercians  so  formidablt  a  people,  that  be  suffered  them  to  remain 
beneath  the  peculiar  jurisdiction  of  their  f<OTner  sovereign ;  though^ 
in  point  of  political  power,  he  took  strong  care  tliat  the  nominal 
monarch  should  exist  only  as  actual  viceroy  to  himself.  On  the 
division  of  Mercia  into  five  bishoprics,  when  the  Saxons  em- 
braced the  Christiau  h\ih,  the  term  Dobuni  i|ras  utterly  buried 
under  that  of  Wtcciit  a  word  strictly  desqriptiye  of  the  former 
local  circumstances  of  th^  people,  if  it  be  allowed  to  mw^,  as 
Camden  suggests^  a  race  dwelling  on  the  "  nooks  and  creeks  of 


rivers."* 

Towards  the  end  pf  th^  ninth  centvfy  ^  fresh  enemy  penetrated 
to  the  interior,  and  spread  dismay  and  desoUtion  over  the  Mer- 
cian districts.  The  Danes  fixed  their  head  quarters  at  Readings 
and  ravaged  every  part  of  Oxfordshire  north  of  the  Thames.  On 
this  occasion  it  does  not  appear  that  any  opposition  was  oftred 
by  the  Wiccii ;  and  the  government  of  the  country  which  they 
inhabited  was  delegated,  with  other  parts  of  Mercia,  to  a  noble- 
man, who  had  been  so  weak  and  disloyal  as  to  secede  from  his 
allegiance  to  the  patriotical  King  Alfred.  During  the  long  eou« 
tests  which  subsequently  took  place  between  the  Saxons  and 
Danes,  Oxfordshire  was  often  the  seat  of  wariiire.  Several  bat- 
tlea  of  consequence  were  fought  iu  the  oouuty ;  and  the  city  of 
Oxford  was  four  times  completely  reduced  to  aslies.    So  diaas^ 

trously 

*  For  diCcrent  opinioBf  concerniog  tbo  etymology  of  the  term  Wiccii,  the 
rc«der  is  referred  to  lbe*Be«tttirs,  &c.  ibr  Glooceiterriiire,  p.  500. 


tmidy '  gfesi  trts  the  ascendant  of  the  fresh  IntftdcT  in  MeKta, 
that  the  whole  diitHct  is  ifeflcribedas  being,  at 'the  commencet 
ment  of  the  ekventh  eentarj,  principally  inhahited  hy  Danes.* 

But,  althoagh  Osifoirdshire  presents  little  satisfactory  to  the 
Bnglish  reader  in  regard  to  its  military-  aspect,  during  those 
peritods  in  which  the  armies  ifi  two  great  foreign  powers  struggled 
fat  mastery,  it  most  be  erer  remembered  that  learning  received 
nartnre  in  this  eminent  connty,  even  amid  scenes  of  bloodshed 
sand  detasMion.  Under  the  patronage  of  the  great  Alfred  the 
VBJternky  of  Ozibrd  look  finn  root,  and  pvogressiTely  advanced, 
IB  oottlempt  of  many  discouraging  circumstances^  until  it  became, 
to  nse  the  words  of  Camden,  a  spot  whence  ''  religion,  learning, 
tiid  good  nmnners,  are  happily  difl&sed'fhroogh  the  whole  king- 


Tlie  dreadftd  war  of  the  Roses,  which  stained  so  many  dis-» 
tricta  with  native  blood,  proved  fatal  to  several  of  the  nobility 
and  gentry  eonneded  with  Oxfordshire,  among  whom  none  suf- 
fered more  severely  than  the  august  family  which  derived  a  title 
from  the  county ;  but,  fortunately,  those  vales  and  plains,  which 
were  so  often  tiie  scenes  of  slaughter  in  earlier  periods,  now  re- 
mained free  from  the  destnietive  ravages  of  both  the  great  par- 
tica  d^aged  in  onnatoral  contests.  In  only  inne  instance  did 
either  the  Yoricists  or  Lancastrianis  enter  Oxfordshire  in  arms. 
In  the  year  1469  an  army  of  \0fiO0  men,  composed  chiefly  of 
Ike  fanners  and  common  people  of  Yorkshire,  proceeded  so  for 
S4wfh  as  the  neighbourhood  of  Banbury.  At  this  time  £dward 
IV.  sat  on  the  throne,  and  he  sent  the  Earls  of  Pembroke  aud 
I>evoa  to  <^pose  the  "  rebels.'*  The  two  earls  quarrelled  at 
Banbury,  and  the  latter  withdrew  his  forces;  but  Pembroke  en« 
eountered  the  insurgents  on  a  level  extent  of  groimd  called  Danes- 
more,  on  the  border  of  Oxfordshire,  vihere  he  was  defeated  and 
lent  his  life. 

When  the  unhappy  war  took  place  in  the  scventeeuth  century 
fcetveeo  King  Charles  and  a  part  of  his  people,  Oxfordi^hire  was 

B  4    ^ »  not 

^Ckroo.  Saion.  p.  119 


li»hitmii  <»f  tlie  cwmty  doDot«|ip6arloh»¥eeitared»  wilkMnw^ 
leM  enthnnaim,  i«to  tlie  news  of  eithor  pftrtf  $  bat  it  via  liiflir 
oalfUBity  to  feel  the  lod  of  war  vithont  haviag  toile4  for  the  ml 
liarveat  of  its  thona.  The  oonteoding  araiea  travonoii  the 
ooanty  from  one  extreoiity  to  the  other ;  and,  whatefer  Blight  be 
the  bannw  ttodo'  vbieh  these  armies  finight,  their  exaetiena  and 
devastationa  were  almoat  equally  ii||iirioaa,  aa  &r  aa  regarded  the 
great  balk  of  the  jDhabitante.  Dnriog  Uie  viciaailndei  of  lUt 
lAelaiicholy  atroggie  the  dty  of  Oxford  was  rednoed  by  the  aeOiv 
tariaa  army^  and  the  towa  of  Baabary  was  wnated  froei  his  Am* 
tioal  .opponents  by  the  king»  who  retained  pesseasien  until  he  re* 
tired  to  Scotland. .  Several  intrenehmenti  remain  in  diSmwt  parte 
of  tb«  county  as  memorials  of  one  of  the  most  disgracefbl  civil 
conteaM,  in  which  the  fever  of  batfieDlightened  iatetleot  ever 
l^nnged  a  great  nation. 

ROMAN  ANTIQUITIES. 

The  continued  amity  (if  sueh  a  term  may  be  bertowed  on  the 
connexion  between  the  oouqneror  and  the  tributaryj  which  pre* 
Tailed  among  the  Romans  and  the  Dobuni,  prevents  ear  meeting 
in  Oxfordshire  with  many  important  reKcs  of  Roman  military 
cottstractiott.  At  Alchester^  or  Aldehester,  on  the  eastern  part 
of  the  county,  and  bordering  on  the  former  possessions  of  the 
Gattieuehlani,  there  was  certainly  a  Roman  station,  the  remains 
of  which  are  of  a  square  form,  with  a  ditch  and  bank  fteing  the 
four  cardinal  points.  At  Dorchester,  situato  en  the  sonlih»west, 
and  adjacent  to  the  country  of  the  Attrebatii,  it  is  probable,  like* 
wise,  that  the  Romans  fixed  a  station,  although  the  circumstances 
in  evidence  are  by  no  means  so  clear  as  in  the  former  instance. 
The  situation  is  such  as  to  render  the  conjecture  highly  plausi- 
ble ;  and  it  is  well  known  that  the  word  Cestre,  or  Chester,  with 
a  significant  adjunct,  waa  generally  used  by  the  Saxons  to  ex* 
press  a  place  erected  on  the  site  or  remains  of  a  Roman  fortiiicft- 
tion.    That  the  Rooians  formerly  resided  here  in  considerable 

strength 


MB  l»  lie  evifcst,  ttam  Umi  pM  hniUr  (Hi 
f^mt  WM  wiMi  iMtve  beoi  ibvod  In  tli«iie^lAoiiriiood«  B«* 
iideft  time  priaeqptl  fltatiom^  tl»re  are  Um  reinaiiMi  oi  uiwnl 
iatreneiuneDto,  wbidi^  fiom  their  ferm^  nd  fiom  the  eoins  h&at. 
Bear  then,  aay  be  eonfidently  proMHiiioed  Bobmb^  tiioiigh  llMBir 
( tre  to  SBttll,  thet  H  ie  evident  they  eoald  only  he^e 
\  need  ae  peels  of  oheenratioii,  or  ee  oeeeeioial  reBOrte  of  ee* 
ewity  for  deteehed  bandeof  militttry  while  hatting  daring  a  ttatfeh 
throttgh  this  part  of  the  iahiad. 

Vaiieaa  eoitu  and  rtiie»  of  Rmnan  psnemmt  ha? e  been  diaee 
▼end  at  diflerent  perioda  in  almost  every  diviaion ;  and  at  leaatotta 
iwlanrf  oeeors  of  the  invaders  having  profited  by  the  peaeedile 
fadinatiottB  of  the  Dobani  in  regard  to  the  eonstmction  of  those 
mmuUy  Tillas  of  whidi  they  were  nationally  so  fbnd.  At  Steeple^ 
Arton^  on  tiie  north-east  part  of  the  eoiinty^  there  was  turned  np 
by  llie  plough  a  pavenont  eonsisting  of  oblong  sqaares,  set  per» 
feadiealarly  to  the  horizon.  That  this  pavement  was  Romaa 
appears  nnqneslioBable;*  and  the  sitaatioa  in  which  it  was  diseo* 
wered  is  so  entirely  nneonneeted  with  any  known  Roman  read, 
ikml  it  can  scarcely  be  snpposed  the  mere  Ibotway  of  a  generaTa 
although  it  is  probable  that  the  bnildiog  in  which  it  was 
■cted  was  not  of  a  very  durable  deacription.t 
In  addition  to  these  military  and  domestic  vestiges  of  the  Ro- 
may  be  noticed  several  funereal  mowndg,  formed  from  the 
nde  grassy  squares  of  tarf  which  the  Roman  soldiers  were  accuse 

tomed 

*  Plot'f  Kataiml  HistOfy  of  Oxfordshire,  p.  SS7. 

t  It  b  known  th«t  tbe  Ronan  generals  were  tccustomed  to  have  a  conti- 
danihb  quantity  of  Ibom  dice-like  pieces  of  tile  of  which  their  tcasellated 
pavoBcais  were  ooiapoMd,  carried  in  ihair  baggage,  for  the  parpota  of  fonn* 
ing  a  Sooriiig  where  tbe  prstoriam,  or  generart  tent,  waa  fixed  |  bat^  si  the 
pavemeat  in  qaestion  wis  foaod  on  a  spot  remote  from  either  station  or  high* 
waj,  it  appeals  likely  (as  is  partljr  conjectured  by  Ih,  Plot,}  that  some  re* 
ioed  Boman  took  benefit  of  the  orbane  di&position  of  the  Debnni,  and  gra- 
tiied  his  love  of  pictorial  scenery  and  mrnl  habUs,  by  erecting  a  sammcr-ra« 
\  in  this  leclnded  part  of  the  country. 


10  .WIlMDWIEIi. 

pra^eM  that  eoatameU^tts  BoAtoring  of  Us  roiMiii^  wbist^iivey 
liy|f)ohai|ded  from  bArbaroiis  tribea.  The  most  remarkable  of 
llnpaej  in  the  opinion  of.  Dr.  Plot/  ia  that  teemed  Aalal  Barr^« 
Wbioh  borders  oa  the  old  Akeman-8treet»  and.  which  he  ooi^eo^ 
taiea  to  be  the  sepnlcbre  of  some  eminent  leader^  on  aeeouat  of  ita 
^^fty^ylAl  height  and  circumference.  From  the  anceee^ing  ppgea 
it  will  be  found  that  the  former  neighbourhood  of  the  Roawna  haa 
heen  ascertained  in  almost  every  part  of  Oxfordshire,  by  the  nu- 
meiona  uma  and  relics  of  funeral  ceremony  which  have  been  dug 
ap  ia  different  ages. 

.  Bat  the  most  pleasing  vestige  of  the  ancient  "  rulers  of  the 
world/'  is  discoverable  in  the  roads  which  they  coostructed;  i^ 
contempt  of  treacherous  moor  or  forbidding  acclivity.  No  taak 
could  be  too  vast  for  their  spirit  of  enterprize,  or  too  mighty  for 
ibair  induslry ;  and,  in  surveying  these  proofs  of  their  judgment 
and  laborious  habits  still  partially  preserved  in  this  district^  it  ia 
asauredly  grateful  to  recollect  that  no  intention  of  local  warfore 
appears  to  have  lent  aid  to  the  fouq^ation  of  the  ol^ept  ifbich  we 
contemplate. 

•  Only  one  of  those  four  consular,  or  prmtorian  ways,  which 
were  constructed  from  sea  to  sea,  two  in  length  and  two  ia 
breadth,  of  the  whole  island,  passed  through  Oxfordshire,  and 
that  was  Ihe  Ikeneild-street,  which  stretched  itself,  in  regard  t^ 
.this  cottufy,  from  north-east  to  south-west.  As  this  highway 
was  not  formed  by  casting  up  a  paved  ridge,  or  laid  out  by  deep 
trenches,  (as  was  often  the  usage  of  the  Romans,  both  iu  regard 
to  their  major  and  minor  roads,)  it  is  less  distinguishable  than 
many ;  yet  its  track  through  the  county  may  be  pretty  accurately 
•dereloped,  except  as  to  the  point  at  which  it  quitted  Oxfordshire  . 
on  the  south-west,  a  circumstance  of  failure  which  has  occasioned 
some  difficulty  to  the  decision  of  recent  antiquaries.  It  may, 
however,  be  received  as  correct,  that  the  Ikcneild  way  euters 
l^e  county  at  the  parish  of  Cbinnor;  thence  proceeding  at  .tlie 

baae 
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kM  of  the  Cbillera  Ulk,  H  kaTcs  Lowknor,*  SUAim,  and 
Watfington,  to  tfie  norlh-west  In  the  Beighbourjiood  ef  Wood* 
booae-Fann  it  eroflMH  the  vallum,  or  ridged  bank,  oalled  Grimes's 
Dfhe,  and,  passiog  Ipsden,  may  be  traced  to  an  enclesuxe  at  the 
'  baeh  of  Grove  Bam,  about  three  miles  distant  from  the  villsge  of 
Goring;  ailor  which  no  actual  traces  can  be  easily  discoveied; 
bat  Dr.  Plot  confidently  affirms  that  it  quitted  Oxfordshire  at  the 
last^mentioned  viHage ;  and,  assuredly,  the  name  of  the  hamlet 
immediately  on  the  opposite  bank  (Streatley)f  would  appear  to 
bestow  planribility  on  the  conclusion.  It  is  observable  that  this 
great  road,  in  its  whole  course  through  the  country,  does  not 
enter  any  town  or  village,  unless  it  may  be  supposed  to  have  so 
d<»e  at  Goring,  on  finally  leaving  Oxfordshire;  for  which  rea* 
son,  according  to  Plot,];  it  was  formerly  **  much  used  by  stealers 
pf  cattle/'  The  same  writer  observes,  that  the  probable  canse 
of  the  Romans  not  raising  this  road  may  be  found  in  the  circam- 
stSDces  of  its  situation,  its  course  being  uniformly  on  the  firm 
fuX  soil  afforded  by  the  Chiltern  elevations. 

Of  those  mcmal  ways  which  ran  from  one  colony  to  an* 
other,  or  from  ^tion  to  station,  the  principal  in  Oxfordshire  is 
the  Akemam-'Sireei,  which  appears  to  have  been  constructed  in 
difierent  part^  of  the  county,  either  with  or  without  a  raised 
bank,  as  the  nature  of  the  soil,  through  which  it  passed  in  ite 

progress, 

*  At  the  foot  of  Stoken-Church  hills  there  are,  in  the  vicinage  of  Lewkiiar 
aad  Aston  Rowant,  (wo  roads,  called  the  Upper  and  the  Lower  Ikeneild  ways. 
It  was  nsoaJ  with  the  Roman  officers  to  employ  their  men,  doring  peaceful 
seaaonsv  in  strikinj^  out  such  near  cuts  as  might  shorten  the  highway  trades 
tlwigh  the  tsimnd.  A  circonstance  of  explanation,  which,  it  is  presamed* 
mmpij  aceoonts  for  the  double  passage  in  the  ahove  district. 

f  After  passing  ihrougi)  Streatley,  a  road  has  been  asserted  by  eome  to 
proceed  in  a  direct  line  op  the  hills^  pointing  towards  Silchester.  It  is  tra* 
diriooally  recorded  in  the  neighbourhood,  that  a  Roman  "  mile  stono"  is 
flilll  remaining  among  the  thick  underwood  in  that  direction.  For  this  the 
present  writer  searclied  with  some  industry;  but  it  wts  well  ttlpi  be  did  not 
mMge  moek  hope  of  juecets,  for  no  such  meniorial  was  to  be  found. 
4NsLHiit,  3ifi. 


pro«Kw,  Aemandedl.  This  roMl  Mtam  OxferAilitre  from  Hi* 
migbkottHlig'  eomty  of  Bnekinglmm^  to  tbe  pftrith  of  Am^ 
bitMdoBw  After  tiNseiiding  to  Blacklliofn*1^ilI,  H  crotoee  Wretch* 
idok  Qreeii,  «Dd  proceeds,  «  Kttle  to  Ike  north  of  Grar^el 
(or  GrftvenhiilJ  Wood,  and  Alcheoter,  to  ChoBtertoit:  tbeiicti 
It  lead*  to  KHrtliDgtoii ;  and,  passing  the  town-end  and  efoss* 
ing  the  river  Chanrell  near  Tackley,  enters  Blenheim  park, 
which  it  quits  in  a  direction  for  the  village  of  Stonesfield.  Here, 
altering  its  form,  though  still  (even  traditionally)  retaining  ittt 
name,  it  goes  over  the  river  Evenlode,  and  passes  near  Wileot 
and  Ramsden ;  then  to  Airtally  and  Astal,  and  thrOngh  the  fields 
(though  scarcely  distingaishahle)  to  Broadwell  Grove.  At 
Broadwell  Grove  the  outlines  are  more  bold  and  perfect,  add  the 
road  then  proceeds  nearly  in  a  straight  line  for  Gloucestershire. 

Prom  the  main  channel  of  Alceman-street  several  minor  roads 
diverged.  Two  of  these  are  traced  hear  Kirtlington.  One  at  thtt 
town's-end,  of  no  long  continuance,  but  which  points  upon  the 
portway  running  east  of  Northhrook  and  Souldem.  The  otliep 
appears,  by  its  direction,  to  have  branched  from  the  parent  street 
nearer  to  the  spot  at  which  it  crosses  the  river  Charwell.  There 
]S>  likewise,  an  outlet  from  the  main  road  at  the  part  now  inclosed 
in  Blenheim  park,  which  points  north-west  towards  Enslon  and 
Chipping-Norton.  In  addition  to  these  branches  of  Akeman«' 
street,  it  must  be  observed,  that  a  road  crosses  that  street  south 
of  Bicester,  and  runs  north  and  south  through  Alchester  and 
Wendlebury  meadow.  It  then  goes  over  the  dreary  district 
termed  Otmoor,  where  (as  ill  observed  by  Plot)  it  has  evidently 
been  paved,  passes  Beckley  park  wall,  and  proceeds,  to  tbe  lelt 
of  Shotover-hill,  for  Sondfbrd,  where  it  crosses  the  Thames. 

Between  Mongewell  and  Nuffield  is  a  vallum,  or  high-ridged 
way,  termed  Grime's  Dike,  or  more  familiarly  in  the  neigh*^ 
bourhood.  Grime's,  or  DcviFs,  Ditch.  This  embankment  is  still 
very  high,  though  it  is  but  single  till  it  comes  to  tbe  vicinity  of 
Nuffield,  where  the  banks  are  double,  with  a  deep  trench  be- 
tween.   Dr.  Plot  conjectures  that  the  part  next  WaUi^gford  waia 


«M»  likfvli^»  dodde  baok0d,^t  that ''  tbe  tmcb  vm  filWl 
If  by  one  of  the  bstfikfi  heing  throim  into  it,  opon  theinimuoof 
«^9il|«rB.  The  Ueach>  perh^iis,  vns  at  fiiftl  dfii^gii^d  only  to 
cvry  off  the  valer,  and  the  two  banka  on  each  aide  fiic  the  oar* 
riagea  which  paaaed  betwixt  the  aUtiona/'  *  The  Ik^neUd  Siraal 
cnaaaa  thte  epbiuikjnenty  or  4ike»  n^ar  Woodhonae  Farak 

TiUCE^  OF  Tp£  BRITI-^H^  SAXO^IS,  DANES,  &C, 

Serenl  British  coins  of  a  very  cnriona  description  have  been 
buni,  and  there  are  some  barrows  which  may  be  safely  described 
as  rdicB  of  the  aboriginals.  Marks  of  the  bloody  contests  be* 
Iweea  the  8axon  and  Danish  stnigglers  fer  supremacy  are  distin- 
guishable in  many  parts  of  the  connty.  Among  the  common  or« 
der  of  the  natives  these  are  indiscriminately  called  barrows ;  but 
ttilikary  intrenchments  are  in  fact  quite  as  frequent  as  funereal 
Bwottds.  The  moat  cnrioas  piece  of  antiquity  in  the  county  ia 
ibe  circle  of  high  stones,  termed  Rawldrich,  in  the  neighbour* 
liood  of  Chippingnorton.  As  this  interesting  monument  has  ex« 
cited  considerable  difference  of  opinion,  it  is  merely  noticed  here 
u  the  work  of  one  or  other  of  the  early  nations.  When  it  comes 
mder  local  examination  the  chief  arguments  advanced  by  each 
party  will  be  adduced ;  and,  after  a  statement  of  the  result  of 
aar  own  observation,  it  wiH  remain  with  the  reader  to  decide  on 
the  age  and  nation  to  which  it  probably  refers. 

OfiNSnAL  FEATURES  AND  CRAaACTER  OF  COUNTaV,  SOIL,  BcC. 

The  eoonty  of  Oxfoid  poaaeaaea,  in  ita  aouthm  di^ri^ 

aa  alternation  of  kiU  and  vaUey  productive  of  nany  pkaaiag  dia* 

^  playa 

.  *  PkK.  Kat.  Hist  p.  »17.— In  the  swne  ]>age  (be  doctor  tay%  "  Fnom 
Tqftcl4  I  WW  told  that  Grbne'a  dike  beld  on  its  coone  tbfougli  tlM  Ibick 
woods,  tnd  pused  the  river  below  Heulejj  into  Berkshire  ngaiji ;  but  the 
voodi  icarce  admitting  a  foot  passage,  much  less»  for  a  horse,  I  could  not  con* 
tenicntly  trace  it  any  further."  With  these  woods  ibe  present  writer  is  tole- 
rtblj  we!)  acquainted,  but  be  never  was  able  to  discover  any  certain  marks 
aC  cta^aation  ia  tbe  track  described  by  Dr.  Plot. 
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pHiyftof  piekevfadl  aeenery.  The  Chiltern  elevations/ ^partly  dothed 
irith  mh  "mantles  of  beech,  and  sometimes  arable  to  a  height 
topposed  unattainable  by  the  midland  hasbandry  of  the  early 
ages,  abound  in  variety  and  grace  of  scene.  If  0:Kfordshire,  in  ita 
central  division,  lose  in  a  great  measure  that  inequality  of  sur- 
face so  prolific  of  beauty/ it  can  boast  of  its  forest  and  voods^ 
fraught  with  national  benefit,  and  displaying  at  every  rude  tura 
a  captivating,  though  circumscribed,  grandeur  of  prospect.  Ou 
the  north,  (and  particularly  on  the  western  part  of  that  district) 
atone  fences  supply  the  place  of  the  thick-^set  hedges,  decorate^ 
vrith  a  profusion  of  wild  flowers,  which  form  the  boundaries 
of  other  inclosures ;  and  the  eye  is  often  fatigued  by  a  rude  and 
lirigid  monotony  of  scene.  But  the  rivers  which  flow  through  the 
county  are  the  chief  sources  of  its  beauty.  These,  gliding 
through  almost  every  district,  call  forth  luxuriant  vegetation  in  a 
thousand  smiling  meadows,  and  regale  the  traveller  with  a  con- 
tinual and  enchanting  change  of  prospect,  whether  they  stretch 
over  fertile  cliampaign,  or  break  from  woody  insterstice. 

The  difference  observable  in  natural  feature  is  necessarily  pro- 
ductive of  some  variety  in  climate.  In  general  the  air  is  sup« 
posed  to  be  healthy  and  bracing.  From  a  want  of  umbrageooB 
fences  the  northern  parts  are  chill  for  the  greater  part  of  the  year, 
and  unpleasantly  warm  in  the  summer  months.  It  is  remarked, 
that  the  frost  always  takes  efiect  sooner,  and  lasts  longer,  on  the 
chalky  lands  at  the  base  of  the  Chiltern  hills  than  in  any  other  part 
of  the  neighbourhood ;  and,  in  tepid  seasons,  the  climate  of  ihe 
Chiltern  country  is  usually  moist,  since  fogs  are  more  frequent 
among  the  woods  and  hills  than  in  the  vale. 

Oxfordshire  contains  three  strongly  marked  distinctions  of  soil, 
which  are  thus  classed  by  Mr.  Young,  in  his  Agricultural  Sur- 
vey :^the  red-land,  the  stonebrash,  and  the  chiltern.  The  red- 
land,  consisting  of  79,635  acres,  is  found  in  the  northern  division, 
and  much  exceeds  the  others  in  fertility.  "  It  is  deep,  sound,  friable, 
yet  capable  of  tenacity,  and  adapted  to  every  plant  that  can  be 
tmsled  to  it  by  the  industry  of  the  cultivators.''  The  stonebrash 
t  pxevaiU 


pretaUft  eUAf  idth^  c^ntnl  diiifioti/  and  pervwlet  M  hSi  'ttakr 
164/183  acres.  ^  The  predominant  feainre  of  this  extaniv^  'tmtH 
n  a  sor&ce,  of  greater  or  less  de|[»th,  of  a  loose,  diy^  ftiaMe  Mri^^ 
or  loam,  apparently  formed  of  abnded  stone  (generally  limesloM,) 
and  aiMmnding  with  many  fragments  of'  it"  There  are  64,T7^ 
acres  of  diiltenl  lands,  the  basrs  of  whirii  is  chalk,  oovered  Ir 
tarious  depths  with  loam,  generally  sound^and  dry.  ''  The  most' 
ditfUnguthing  mark  of  the  surfiice-loam  is  a'  very  oottridenM« 
4piant]ty  of  flints,  mostly  brown,  rough,  crusty,  and  honey- 
eomled,  many  to  perforation,  and  many  also  with  a  spatry  in- 
crastaUon."  The  remainder  of  thecoanty,  combining  166,409> 
acres,  can  only  be  allotted  to  the  term  miseellatteotts,  and  inchideii 
**  aB  sorts  of  soil,  from  loose  sand  to  heavy  <^lay.'' 

i 

NiTURAL  PRODUCE,  &C. 

Where  the  surface  is  fertile  in  vegetation,  and  responds  readily 
lo  the  colture  of  the  husbandman,  it  is  vain  to  look  for  a  metaliio 
treassre  within  the  bowels  of  the  earth.  Nature  is  uniibrmly  too 
oecoBomical  to  allow  mankind  to  hope  for  the  attainment  of  such  a 
Mde  harvest*  In  the  opinion  of  Dr.  Plot  there  was  ibnneiify  a 
sQtrer  mine  woiked  in  the  chiltem  part  of  the  eonnty ;  bat  thia' 
epiaion  n  built. on  an  hypothesis  partaking  more  of  ingenoity 
tliao  cool  deduction.  Materials  for  building  abovnd  in  almost 
erery  district  The  quarries  of  free-stone  are  numerous ;  lime- 
stone  is  plentiful;  and  slate  is  found  in  several  places.  Dr.  Plot' 
difleovered  marl  in  three  difierent  quarters  *,  and  the  ochre  of 
Shoterer  is  aoconnted  *'  the  beat  of  its  kind  in  the  world,  beiig  of 
a  tme  yellow  eolonr,  and  very  weighty."  f  The  clays  in  iievend 
parts  near  Oxford  have  formerly  been  used  with  some  soeoess 
by  Potters ;  and  medicinal  springs  are  frequent,  among  which  the 
▼arioQs  orders  of  chalybeate  chiefly  prevaiL  Many  curious  speci- 
■CDS  of  formed  stones  have  been  found.  Of  British  plants  growing 
»  Oxfaidahire,  the  nmaber  is  about  1200,  a  very  considerable  part 

of 
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]«iMip«l  4»f  UMMiriU  be  ii|«B|i«Md  mite  tho^aiidi  of  the  re^ee* 
tire  fUim  #  vhick  th^y  «i;e.PQt  vitb. 

TIk  4avcui.jOEE  of  Uut  comity  ban  latterlj  made  rapid 
4lclteui  ii«^mveiiieii||  opii)§ ;yi(UiGi|aUy  tp.<;hi^  system  «f  in^ 
49S1II19  vhich  boo  id  1^19^  jnwoUcd.  W^»  Dr.  Plot,  attbe 
btlor  filEt  of  the  17tb  qeotncy,  travelled  tiii:oiigb  Oifivdsbire  he 
fum^'ik^,&jnm>t9  tMiokilffi^'  boo^h^  aad  sordid.  Few  curciuo^ 
stooffOH  otenoiry  can  h^  oMVPe  fleasiiig  than  thoee  which  imrolv^ 
tha  progress  of  huinaa  intelkot^  lo  a  great  degree  narrowBesa 
0f  idea^yeens  now  thrown  a^i^e  with  the  old  coinnon-field  i^ate«i« 
and  Oft^  a  relic  of  ^bat  j|ordid  mqe  remains  to  gIoa|  over  the 
pseudo-freedom  of  a^ompavatively  few  unenclosed  ranges.  The 
land  Dr.. Plot  describes  as  scantily  manured,  and  injndicioualy 
cropped.  The  fallows  were  frequent^  and  folding  with  sheep  ap« 
pears  to  have  been  only  partially  used.  Turnips  (though  they 
bad  been  for  some  years  known  in  Norfolk)  were  not  adopted. 
^bere  was  a  great  deal  of  seed  sowq  per  acre^  and  a  veiy  dis-. 
proportionate  quantity  reaped.  *    Improvement  must  be  supposed 

to 

*  The  ibflowiiig  ttefement  from  Plot^  NatvtSt  Htttory,  p«1>lbhed  10  l€fn, 
wilt  «oa*«y  MOfte  mIm  oi  (h*  practice  of  OslbrdaUie  IwsbMdvca  in  the  ITtb 
oiBtiiiy.  "  Xh«  C%<  tktj  i9w^ith  wlifMt,  «nd  fhB  ntii  year  tfUr  witftL 
btMu.  and  theiv  plowing  in  the  beaa-briiah  at  Ail  Saiols,  tho-next  year  with 
barley;,  and  then  the  fonrth  j' ear  it  lies  faUQw,  whea  they  give  it  •uminer* 
tijtb  again,  and  sow  it  with  winter  Qorn  as  before.  But,  at  most  places  where 
their  land  is  cast  into  three  fields,  it  ]ies  fallow  in  course  everjr  third  year. 
As  for  tfie  chalk  hndj  tfaoagb  it  requires  not  to  be  laid  in  ridgea  in  respect  of 
dryoMt,  yet  of  warmth  it  4oiK  When  dttigaed  for  wheat,  whceA  it  tel  #cl» 
d§m,  tW^  givr  it  the  »«nie  tpMge  with  ciajr,  only  laying  it  in  Ibat  or  m  far* 
rowed  liiiidfr  and  leiUpg  it  with  the  best  mould,  or  dung,  but  half  rotten*  to  keep 
U  /io«i  bindings  which  are  its  most  proper  manures,  aod  ao  for  common  barley 
aud  winter  vetches,  with  which  it  is  much  more  frequently  sown,  these  bemg 
found'the  more  suitable  grains.  The  red  Za>i<f,"  (known  by  modem  practica 
to  be  the  best  in  the  comity)  *'  like  clay,  beart  wheat,  mlaeellan,  barley,  and 
p<*a«»  IB  their  eider  very  weU,  and  UmflUUw  mm^  etW  yeer  wtaei«  it  iMi 
•at  of  their  hitching."    The  UmHhmh  Jand^  likewise,  «'  lies  fallow  every 
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l»  mdc  Oo^y  widi  mem  hdHimted  to  Mieient  pnjirfiMi*  by  « 
vut  of  esleMhre  interMMM ;  bnt  wittdn  the  last  forty  yeon  ihtf 
frefBttey  of  inolooorai  has  worked  a  change  mitch  more  rapid 
thaa  GooU  be  expeeied. 

Wbeie  the  soils  are  so  varioas  tliere  necesaarily  cannot  be 
aay  aailomi  eonrse  of  binbaBdry.  In  the  red-land  district*the 
feUeving  is  the  most  approved  ctmrte of  crept r  I.  Turnips.* 
fL  Barley,  or  spring  wheat.  3«  Clover.  4.  Wheat  &.  Beana^ 
sr  pew.  e.Oata*  The  general  roUtion  on  the  stonebrash 
lands  is :  1.  Tomips.  2.  Barley  with  clover,  rye-grass,  or 
tielbil,  or  mixed.  3.  4.  Clover,  &c.  as  above,  either  lor  one  or 
two  years,  as  the  plant  will  continae.  5.  Wheat,  on  once  plow- 
ing. 6.  Oats,  peas,  or  beans.  7.  In  many  places  a  part  is 
csatianed  on  sainfoin  till  the  plant  is  worn  ont  The  Chiltem 
district  has  a  near  resemblance  to  that  of  stoaebrasb,  in  the  cir« 
caotttaace  of  doing  equally  well  for  tomips,  wheat,  and  sain^ 
ibia.  -On  many  of  the  hilb  they  sow:  1.  Turnips.  2.  Barley^ 
3»  Clover,  or  trefoil,  and  ray-grass;  and,  if  to  be  kept  three  or 
ter  years,  white  clover  is  added.  4.  Wheat,  and  those  who  are 
Bst  ao  correct  as  others,  add,  5.  Oats,   or.  barley,  peas,  or 

^Bong  the  crops  only  partially  c^UiwUed  may  be  noticed 
Lauih,  of  which  pulse  "  Uiere  is  a  scattering,  though  not  omy* 
sidershk"  Rape,  of  which  some  is  found  on  the  rich  red  land; 
north  of  Banbery.  One  coltivator  mixes  rape  with  tankard  tor* 
nips,  6r  the  nee  of  his  weaning  lambs,  Cabbagti,  planted  only 
ia  a  few  instances.  Carrots,  which  have  been  grown  by  several 
pcrKNu  as  food  for  horses.  Potato^,  not  grown  on  •a  large 
scale,  though  they  appear  to  be  advanciiig  in  estimation  as  an 
object  of  agriculture.  Chicory,  drilled  in  poor  land  for  the  feed- 
ing of  cows,  sheep,  and  pigs.     Bumet  has  been  tried  by  more 

Vou  XII.  C  than 

otVer  ytn,  etcept  where  it  falls  among  the  peas  quarter,  and  there,  iAer 
peai^  it  b  aowa  wtib  harle^,  and  Vies  fallow  hut  once  in  four  years.** 

*  The  rata-faaga,  or  Swtdiih  turnip,  incieafee  io  rsp^ution  an  everj  trie}» 
a«4  ii  to  be  Ken  in  all  parti  of  tba  county. 
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tliaii  one  peivoti,  but  did  not  answer  expectation.;  nxA'Rhubati 
u  grown  near  Drayton  with  some  sttCceoB.  Dr.  Plot  reraarka  the 
frequency  of  Hefnp  in  OKfordahire ;  and,  even  within  tlie  last 
forty  years,  many  cottages  possessed  a  plantation;  but  now  it  is 
almost  entirely  banisbed  from  tbe  county.  Flax,  formerly  raised 
in  large  quantities,  is  now  cultured  only  in  one  neigbbourbood ; 
and  there  it  is  raised  on  boggy  land  for  the  object  of  seed,  which 
U  used  in  ftittentng  oxen.  Haps  are  Tery  rarely  met  with,  and 
never  in  large  quantities.  Dr.  Plot  saw  saffron  growing  in  many 
places,  but  now  it  is  utterly  neglected. 

TILLAGE,  &c. 

The  ancient  system  revivt^d  of  oxen  for  the  purpose  of  tillage, 
instead  of  horses,  is  practised  to  a  considerable  extent;  and, 
where  no  prejudice  exists,  with  much  success.  In  the  vicinity 
of  Btirford  almost  every  fanner  uses  oxen,  and  finds  that  they  are 
capable  of  as  much  labour  as  horses,  and  cost  ranch  less  in  keep« 
ing.  Of  the  different  breeds  the  Herefordshire  is  preferred.  The 
general  practice  of  the  county  is  to  plow  deep,  which  causes  the 
farmers,  without  exception,  to  use  either  three  or  four  horses  in  a 
plow-team  (where  oxen  ai'e  not  adopted) ;  an  extravagauee  very 
reprehensible  in  the  opinion  of  tlte  surveyor  appointed  by  the 
Board  of  Agriculture;  but,  as  that  surveyor  has  chie&y  experi* 
mented  on  the  light  soils  of  Suffolk,  the  Oxfordshire  husbandmen 
do  not  seem  inclined  to  receive  his  opinion  as  quite  satisfactory. 
The  practice  of  drilling  is  in  its  inlaucy  iu  the  county,  but  ap* 
pears  likely  to  become  more  general. 

MISCELLANEOUS    AGRICULTUnAL    REMARKS. 

The  advantage  of  paring  and  burning  is  almost  generally  ac» 
knowl edged,  in  regard  to  fresh  inclosures,  especially  where  they 
run  on  furze-lands ;  and  some  farmers  break  up  sainfoin  and  clo- 
ver with  this  practice.    Except  on  new  land,  burning  is,  how- 

t  ever. 
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«Ter,  by  to  mmm  commonly  usdL  One  remark  of  the  agricul- 
tural anrreyor  on  this  snbject  is  curious,  and  merits  insertion : 
"  They  have,  in  rarious  parts/'  (not  in  very  many)  ''a  practice 
wbich  is,  certainly^  a  very  extraordinary  one;  that  of  paring 
slabUea  as  they  pare  grass,  for  bnrning«  This  is  in  order  to 
deaiise  fifom  conch,  &c. ;  but  as  the  depth  they  cut  is  not  more 
than  an  inch,  or  two  at  most,  it  is  an  extraordinary  fact  if  it  has 
the  asserted  effect  of  cleansing;  yet,  one  vould  suppose  that  a 
furmer  would  not  give  fifteen  shillings  an  acre  (the  price  of  the 
operation)  if  the  efiect  did  not  answer/'  We  are  happy  to  be 
enabled  to  assert,  that  the  effect  is  answerable  to  tiie  intention. 
By  this  practice  the  ground  is  kept  clean,  injurious  insects  are 
destroyed,  and  much  superfluous  vegetable  matter  is  converted 
iaio  useful  manure,  while  the  staple  of  the  soil  is  by  no  means  af- 
fected. The  mamwes  chiefly  used  are  those  of  the  common  sorts ; 
dung,  and  composts  consisting  of  mixens  of  dung,  earth,  the 
dcanings  of  ponds.  &c,;  and  here  it  must  be  observed,  that  the 
fetoe  of  the  stable  and  aties  is  too  frequently  suffered  to  remain 
tin  quite  rotten  before  it  is  put  on  the  ground,  a  practice  assuredly 
Bot  to  be  defended  by  the  arguments  of  theory,  or  the  evidence  of 
KcsoH.  In  this  instance  the  ancient  agriculturists  appear  to  have 
had  the  advantage  of  their  successors ;  for  we  find,  from  Dr.  Plot, 
thtatthe  ftrmers  of  the  17th  century  gave  a  decided  preference 
to  limg  dung.  To  this  retrograde  course  of  opiftiou  there  are, 
however,  oaany  exceptions  in  the  county.  Ldme  has  been  some- 
tuaes  tried  on  the  red  lands,  and  merits  a  more  general  adoption. 
Crfptum  is  only  partially  used,  and  the  eflfect  fu  from  uniform. 

MEADOWS,  PASTURE-IJIND,  &C. 

**  The  greatest  glory  of  Oxfordshire,''  observes  Gibson,  in  his 
Continuation  of  Camden,''  is  the  abundance  of  its  meadows  and 
pastures."  This  remark  plainly  shews  the  meagre  state  of  agri* 
cttltiire  at  the  period  in  which  Bishop  Gibson  wrote.  That  the 
■MOiiows  and  natural  pastnres  are,  at  present^  highly  beneficial, 
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aiid  tbat  they  *'  gloriotmly''  ailorn  the  county,  by  spf^wiilig  ft  loTely 
and  verdant  carpet  over  its  namerbns  recessest,  are  #ictd  wfiieh  we 
readily  admit ;  but  th^t  the}'  now  form  (in  proint  of  ^rdfitiaUe  re* 
source) '  the  great  boast  of  the  county  cannot  be  so  easily  al- 
lowed. The  bills,  then  matted  with  underwood,  are  now  torertd, 
even  in  their  mobt  calcareous  districts,  with  sainfoin;  tnd  the 
flats  which  tlien  lay  ikHow  are  periodically  cropped  with  clover, 
with  luciem,  and  the  nUYnerous  tribes  of  snccedaneous  gramiiB.  In 
consequence,  the  meadows  have  ceased  to  form  a  primary  feature 
of  county  wealth ;  a  position  liable  to  objections,  bnt  which  seems  to 
be  proved  by  their  not  having  advanced  in  rent  in  a  degree  nearly 
'equal  with  other  iands.  The  meadow  let  for  forlfjr  shillings  per 
acre,  half  a  century  back,  will  not  now  produce  mofe  than  three 
pounds.  The  arable  land,  then  let  fat  twelve  shillings,  will  now 
find  a  ready  occnpier  at  the  rate  for  each  acre  of  twenty*foilr 
shillings. 

The  meadows  on  the  borders  of  the  Thames  and  the  Charwell 
are  naturally  rich,  though  very  subject  to  injury  from  floods, 
against  which  no  precautions  have  been  taken*;  and  tile  eflbct, 
superadded  to  the  damage  often  caused  at  hay4tme,  is  the  initra- 
duction  of  uamberiess  coarse  aquatic  plants,  destractive  of  deli- 
cacy of  herbage,  and  frequently  injurious  in  some  measure  to  the 
cattle  which  feed  on  them.  Where  these  meadows  are  in  allot- 
ments they  are  generally  mown  once,  and  then  fed.    The  pro- 
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*  "  Tliere  it  a  vatietjf  of  ppinioa«  as  to  wbethor  the  improTement  is  greater 
from  fuul  or  clear  water,  yet  the  moft  probable  opinion  is,  that  it  is  the  spirit 
which  the  land  imbibes  from  the  water  that  brings  oo  a  ferinentation«  and  pro- 
motes TegeCation ;  and,  therefore,  when  tlie  water  has  become  foal  hj  roa- 
niiig  over  poor  soils,  tbat  spirit  \i,  in  some  measote,  gone,  unless  in  the  case 
ofi  its  having  passed  over  lands  which  have  been  roannrod,  and  bringing  with 
it  a  certain  portion  of  soch  manures,  which  settles  and  remains  on  the  land. 
Bat.  where  the  current  is  leu  rapid,  and  the  water  becomes  more  stagnant, 
the  grc«itest  injury  lukes  place^  and,  therefore,  the  embanking  of  this  kind  of 
ni(*adow-land,  so  tUat  tlie  water  might  be  admitted,  or  kept  out  at  pleasure, 
>  o'lld  bfi  a  \Try  great  iiiiproveiDent." 

2>a9tf.    OHgmal  Utiport,  €^r. 
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djine  of  bay^  per  a<^»  miiy  aearly  average  at  two  tons.    The 
bolk  of  inclooed  meadow,  or  pasture-land,  is  foond  in  the  central 
pirU  of  the  county ;  and  there  much  benefit  is  derived  fron  nn« 
der-dmniiig  *,  an  operation  that  is  performed  with  stone  when 
the  land  lies  in  the  neighbourhood  of  a  quarry.    The  best  grass-, 
hud  in  the  county  is  asserted  by  Mr.  Young  to  be  that  b  the 
iieigiiboiirhood  of  Water-Eaton.     But  Oxfordshire  abounds  with 
fine  meadow;  nor  is  this  abundance  confined  to  the  vicinage  of 
the  Thames  and  CharwelL    The  county  is  watered  by  not  leas 
thao  leventy  streams,  and  the  banks  of  each  are  attractively  fer-* 
tiJe.    We  may,  therefore,  well  suppose  that,  originally,  pastnre- 
Isndi  were  its  chief  glory,  though  now  they  are  confined  in  ex- 
teat  and  cofiseqaence,  when  compared  with  the  portion  over  which 
the  plow  passes. 
The  dairy  system  is  chiefly  prevalent,  though  little  cheese  is 
C  3  made 

*  Ob  the  subject  of  dnuning,  Mr.  Wagstaffe  of  Banbury,  io  a  MS.  annota> 
<»>  en  the  ApiciiUoral  Report,  observes :  "Draining  alone  will  weaken, 
Sid  nay  dcitngr,  the  weeds  iniorioaa  to  Deadow-lierbege,  bot  a  short  and  cer- 
tabcaivof  p^rsaaial  woeds  is  by  the  apade  or  plow,  first  premtsing  that  the 
ditthes  ifaoald  be  cleansed,  a  crop  of  hay  then  taken  off,  and  the  aftermath 
fedforatime,    Nodoobtbot  the  land  ia  now  well  drained,  perhaps  the 
ditches  are  dry,  and  the  plows  can  then  traverse  to  their  edges;  and  where 
the  plow  cannot  safely  go  the  spade  more  effectually  answers,  as  on  the  edges 
•f  d^hes,  and  unopened  rivulets,  where  the  meadow-sweet,  the  rue,  and 
aiilow-herbs,  predominate.    The  spade  or  the  plow  may  thus  eradicate  the 
— nabcrers  of  the  groond  for  ages  past.    Perhaps,  a  second,  or  cross  plow* 
kg,  nay  be  practised  before  die  late  autOmnal  rain  preveats  that  operation. 
Is  fae,  the  turned-op  soil  may  be  harrowed  up  onccy  twicer  or  thrice,  by  the 
ouddle  of  April.     I  tned  this  eiperimenC  with  two  portions  of  low  meadow, 
that  were  not  oiAj  subject  to  the  winter  floods,  but  on  which  water  rested  dur- 
ing tbe  spring  moattia.      A  gradnaled  channel  to  an  adjoining  run  of  water 
drained  much  of  the  water  away;  but  stilt  injorioos  weeds  domineered  over 
the  scanty  graaa  that  grew.    I  opened  ditches,  plowed  them  as  I   have  pro- 
posed, and  laid  potatoes  in  sets  on  the  harrowed  surface,  with  a  small  portion 
of  fottcn  dang  on  each  set.     It  most  be  obvious,  that  the  greatest  part  of 
these  grew  whercrweeds  prevailed  before;  aud  there  is  no  doubt  with  me  but 
that  Baoy  Oalbrdabire  meadows  might  be  thus  reclaimed." 
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made  for  sale.  The  long-horned  breed  of  cows  is  usaally  pre- 
ferred,  but  the  pastoral  poet  would  search  in  vain  for  a  "  milk- 
maid*'  throughout  the  county,  as  the  office  of  *'  drawing  their 
simple  treasure  from  the  kine''  is  uniformly  allotted  to  the  men«  or 
Tads,  attached  to  the  respective  farms. 

There  is  no  watered  meadow  in  Oxfordshire,  though  many  parta 
are  extremely  well  adapted  to  it  This  circumstance  arises,  in  a 
great  measure,  from  a  legal  decision  made  in  the  county,  import- 
ing, "  that  a  proprietor  has  no  right  to  effect  any  operation  on 
his  own  property  that  may  tend  to  lessen  the  quantity  of  water, 
if  there  be  any  mills  below  him."  A  doctrine  which,  according 
to  Mr.  Young,  "  may  be  good  in  law,  but  is  horrible  in  polities : 
wind  and  steam  will  grind  com ;  and,  therefore,  a  water-mill  has 
little  pretensions  to  utility ;  and,  if  it  impedes  irrigation,  is  a 
nuisance.'' 

The  culture  of  artificial  grasses  is  well  understood  in  this 
county.  Sainfoin  is  grown  to  a  large  extent  * ;  and  is,  indeed, 
to  be  found  on  every  appropriate  soil  nearly  in  ail  the  districta. 
The  land  is  prepared  for  this  plant  by  tnmips,  and  sheep  are 
carefully  kept  from  it  in  the  first  stages  of  its  growth.  Peat^  or 
coal  ashes,  are  aimually  applied,  hut  dung  is  found  injurious,  by 
producing  weeds.  From  three  to  four  bushels  of  seed  are  origin 
ualjy  sown  per  acre ;  and^  in  general,  a  small  additional  quantity 
of  seed  is  thrown  on  every  year.  The  average  produce  may, 
probably,  be  placed  at  about  a  ton  and  a  half  for  every  acre.  When 
sainfoin  was  new  to  the  laud  it  would  last  for  fifteen,  and,  as 
some  assert,  for  twenty  years.  Now  that  it  is  familiar  with  the 
soil,  ^ye,  or  at  most  seven  years,  are  usually  the  extent  of  its 
duration.  Lucem  is  only  partially  cultivated ;  but,  on  the  stone- 
brasih  land,  when  regularly  manured,  it  has  beeu  mown  three 
times  a  year,  and  beeu  found  to  yield  a  great  burthen.  There 
is  not  any  of  this  plant  to  be  seen  in  the  country  south  of  Oxfoi^. 
The  Oxfordshire  farmers  well  kuow  the  value  of  clover,  and  they 

rear 

*  In  the  neighbQorhood  of  Durford  otie-sf  ventli  of  the  arable  }«Dd  in  under 
sainfoiu  j  a  proporuon,  pcrbapv^  uut  to  be  met  witb  in  any  uiber  counry. 
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Hm  crops  prodaetiTe^  on  the  average^  of  one  Ion  and  a  half  per. 
aoe;  bot^  in  this  4:o«Dty,  as  in  .others,  clover  is  foand  to  doy 
the  ground  oo  loo  fre^ent  a  repetiUon.  It  then  dies  away  in 
wioler  and  spring,  and  the  land  is  eihpbaticaUy  said  to  be  sick^ 
of  it.  Trefoil  is  considered  valuabk,  but  ray-grass,  (especially  if 
vilhoot  a  mixture  of  cocksfoot,)  is  held  in  little  esteem. 

When  Drv  Plot  traversed  this  county  the  impl£MEMTS  used  in 
hnshandry  utte  few  indeed.    Respecting  the  ploughs  he  says  *, 
'*  there  are  two  sorts  used  in  Oxfordshire,  the  ^fi>oi  and  wheel 
plengb,  whereof  the  first  is  nsed  in  deep  and  clay  lands,  being 
aecstdiogly  fitted  with  a  broad  Jtn  $har€»  and  the  horses  going 
always  in  a  airing  to  avoid  pocking  the  land ;  and  the  second 
in  the  lighter  and  stony  land,  the  horses  either  going  in  a  string, 
or  two  a-breast,  according  as  thought  most  suitable  to  the  tillage 
in  hand.    This  plough,  when  used  in  stony  land,  is  armed  with 
a  round  pointed  share,  having  also,  near  the  chep  of  the  plough, 
a  amali  fin  to  cut  the  roots  of  the  grass,  for  in  this  laud  the 
broad  fin  jnmps  out  of  the  ground.     The  /oof-plough  does  best 
at  the  bentingy  or  ending,  of  a  land ;  whereas  the  wheel -plough, 
ii  care  and  discretion  do  not  meet  in  the  holder,  is  apt  to  over- 
throw there,  the  land  being  ridged ;  but  goes  much  more  lightsome 
and  easy  for  the  horses  than  the  foot^plough  doth.''     Besides 
the  ploaghn,  the  common  harrow,  the  beetle,  (for  breaking  the 
ciiiinps,)  and  tlie  common  roller,  he  notices  only  the  following 
iapleBents :  '*  A  roller  cut  neither  smooth,  nor  to  angles,  but 
notched  deep,  and  pretty  broad,  after  the  manner  of  a  tcssela, 
or  taiiice,  so  that  the  protuberant  parts  remaiued  almost  as  big 
as  the  fiwt  of  a  horse,  by  which,  being  large  and  weighty,  the 
csltivator  eoald  so  firmly  press  the  light  land  as  to  settle  t)ie 
oom,  which,  if  the  land  had  been  left  hollow,  would  inevitably 
liave  been  choakcd  by  the  weeds  to  which  the  land  was  subject.'' 
Aflother  roller,  (which,  however,  be  had  not  seen,]  '*  set  the  whole 
length  with  plates  of  steel  prominent  from  the  body  of  the  roll 
mbout  an  inch  and  a  half;  thus  contrived  for  the  quicker  cutting 

C4  of 

*  NaL  Hist.  S47. 
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ofrtuif  wUch^  dmwntnt^ni  wiy,  and  em«ag«in8t  right  a»« 
^eu,  cats  the  turf  into  tqunt.''  And  ''  a  greats  neighly,  tii* 
angular  harrow,  whose  tines  stood  not  in  rows  after  the  manaer  of 
ethers,  its  use  being  in  ground  mncli  subject  to  qtdtck-grQgg, 
whose  roots,  it  seenu,  continoally  passing  between  the  tines  ef 
other  harrows;  are  not  so  easily  dragged  forth  by  them  as  this» 
whose  tines  stand  not  in  rows,  and  is  drawn  with  one  of  the  angles 
foremost,  after  the  manner  of  a  wedge/'  * 

Modern  Oxfordshire  has  been  rather  slow  in  reoeif  ii^  Ae 
novel  implements  constructed  in  neighbouring  counties;  but  still 
tiie  catalogue  is  highly  satisfactory,  when  compared  with  that  of 
the  17th  cei^tary.  ''  The  ploughs  most  commonly  used  are  those 
with  two  wheels,  the  beam  resting  on  a  pretty  high  fore  carriages 
or  those  with  one  wheel,  the  beam  low :  both  having  straight 
mould-boards,  or  but  Uttle  varied."  t  The  Wiltshire,  the  Gku 
morgan,  and  Gloucester  ploughs  have,  likewise,  been  tried  in  ae* 
veral  parts,  with  success  proportioned  to  the  varieties  of  soil; 
and  several  revohmg  ploughs  have  been  invented,  which,  how- 
ever  fancifolly  constructed  in  the  apprehension  of  common  for* 
mers,  ought  at  least  to  pass  the  ordeal  of  deliberate  experiment 
before  they  are  despised.  At  Burford  "  a  eutting  roller  haft 
been  manufoctured,  composed  of  twelve  wheels,  two  inches  aad 
a  half  thick,  and  between  them  a  space  of  two  inches  and  a  haK 
They  are  three  feet  diameter.  The  inventor  loads  them  so  as  to 
be  sufficient  work  for  six  oxen,  and  passes  them  over  wheat  after  it 
is  sown,  or  after  it  is  up ;  and,  if  dry,  cross  and  cross.  In  spring 
he  has  used  it  also  upon  wheat ;  it  leaves  the  surfoce  rough  oi 
diamonds,  which  he  finds  useful.''  X  Scarifiers  and  scufflers,  m 
much  esteemed  in  districts  where  a  light  friable  loam  predoml* 
nates,  are  here* very  rare.     The  following  opinion,  forwarded  to 

the 

*  These  eitracts  prove  the  forlorn  state  of  agriculture  at  llie  period.    The 

ground.  We  find,  was  encumbered  with  a  nass  of  weeds,  and  the  iujpleraentf 

in  coiumon  use  were  quite  insufficient  to  the  purposes  of  cleaning,  and  dniy 

('•iJTertzing  the  land  when  hardened  and  bound  by  such  frequent  fallowipgf. 

♦  "^oung.  Agri.  Sar.76.  t  Youog,  p.  78. 


Ike  a^eultml  nrrqror,  by  «  reiiipeclaUe  individoaJ^  correctty 
Q^ieases  the  sentimeat  prevaiUog  in  the  coaaty :— "  theftshtoiH 
able  acarifien  and  scnfflen  of  London  have  been  tried  and  ex- 
ploded* Where  the  alaple  of  Ihe  land  is  thin,  and  the  aob-soil 
uncnltivated,  it  moat  be  by  degreea  only  that  it  can  be  rendered 
fit  for  cttltivatiooy  and  that  by  plowing  occasionally  deeper,  and 
fertilizing  the  soil  in  the  interim.  The  operation  of  the  acuffler 
is  to  move  the  two  aorta  of  aoil  before  fertilization  of  the  anbaoil : 
and  hence  the  famda  ao  nsed  become  a  crop  of  weeda/'  Aa  the 
^ve  naoMd  implementa  are,  however,  only  of  late  introduction,  it 
ia  very  probable  that  the  opinion  of  the  county  may  alter,  and 
then  a  future  writer  will  be  sanctioned  in  advancing  quite  as  many 
aignments  in  their  fevour.  Skim-coulters  are  used  by  some 
egricnltttriata,  and  aeem  to  be  rather  approved  when  the  land  ia 
not  flinty.  Threabing-miHa  are  atated  by  Mr.  Young  to  be  fre- 
foent  when  be  made  hia  anrvey,  and  aioce  that  period  they  have 
apiead  with  increaaed  rapidity.  Indeed,  it  aeems  likely  that  they 
will,  in  the  conrae  of  a  very  few  years,  entirely  supplant  that  rude 
and  wasteful  inatnunent  the  flail,  on  every  &nn  of  cooseqnence. 
The  horae-boe  ia  fer  from  being  in  common  uae,  though  it  is  oc- 
•aaiooally  fennd  ip  aome  diatricta  *• 

LBASES,  nSHT,  TITHE,  Su. 

leaaea,  or  ag^reements  between  the  landlord  and  tenant  for  the 
latter  to  take  the  uanfruct  of  the  laud  for  a  atipnlated  term  of  yeara^ 
and  no  longer,  at  a  preacribed  ratio  of  reeompeoae,  appear  to 
iiave  chiefly  grown  into  cnatom  within  the  laat  century.  Pre- 
Tiona  to  that  period  the  landholdera  retained  too  much  of  the  dig* 

nity 

*  Mr.  Yoong,  Agri.  Snr.  p.  75,  sa^s  that  "  be  coald  not  find  a  hone-hoe 
m  the  coemj,^  which  is  a  nirprising  circumstance,  since  his  oorrespoAdea^ 
Mr  Lowntfcf  of  Bfiglitwetl  Grove,  assures  him  tliat  the  borso-hoo  basheodry 
|»  well  known  in  bis  neighbourhood.  In  the  vicinage  ot  Woodstock|  of  Wit* 
nry,  and  in  several  of  the  soath-western  parts  of  Osfordshire,  be  might  alio 
tere  net  with'  the  practice. 
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iftity  of  cbivalrotis  kitight1i(M>d«  to  regard  their  tenanta  as  any 
other  than  a  relic  of  the  Tillains  of  the  feadal  syatem;  and  with' 
aoeh  a  subordinate  class  they  scorned  to  enter  into  any  resemUance 
of  an  immnlable,  though  just,  compact  With  the  extension  of 
commerce,  and  the  improvement  of  agriculture,  a  new  diaracter 
of  opinion  took  place.  When  the  tenant  found  that  an  enlarged 
system  of  agricoltural  operation  required  an  investment  of  capi- 
tal, he,  naturally,  demanded  a  security  for  the  deposit.  This 
suggestion  removed  the  honoarable  tie  which  had,  for  so  many 
ages,  caused  the  landlord  to  look  on  the  husbandmen  of  bis  dis* 
trict  as  the  natural  children  of  his  patrimony ;  and  he  imme* 
diately  began  to  treat  with  them  as  man  opposed  to  man,  in  a 
commercial  point  of  view.  Thus  the  tenant  at  first  appeared  to 
gain  a  benefit ;  but,  when  once  the  spirit  of  commercial  calcula- 
tion was  introduced  between  himself  and  his  lord,  the  ancient 
bond,  involving  humility  on  the  one  part,  and  dignified  patronage 
on  the  other,  was  at  an  end.  The  knd  became  a  marketable 
commodity,  and  the  terms  on  which  a  new  bargain  was  procured 
must  depend  on  the  temperature  of  the  national  exchange.  This 
alteration  of  principle  has  led  to  a  dangerous  predicament,  llie 
Associating  link  of  supremacy  and  deference  once  severed,  the 
landlord  wants  to  proceed  a  step  farther.  He  wishes  to  possess 
tenants  without  a  lease,  yet  tenants  for  whom  he  does  not  fed  that 
paternal  sentiment  of  patronage,  cherished  by  his  predecesson. 
The  evils  of  this  contingency  are  felt  in  most  counties,  but  in  none 
more  than  in  Oxfordshire. 

Some  few  individuals  may  be  found  who  gi*ant  leases  for  four* 
teen,  or  even  for  twenty*one  years ;  but,  in  general,  seven  years 
£>rm  the  extent  of  the  allotted  term.  "  In  the  neighbourhood  of 
Chippingnorton  none  are  granted,  or  what  are  next  to  none.  The 
longest  is  six  years,  prescribing  the  six  crops ;  but,  more  com* 
SBonly,  nothing  more  than  an  agreement,  voi«lable  in  many  cases 
at  six  months'  notice.'^  *  Many  of  tl)e  great  laudhoUiers,  in  all 
parts  of  the  county,  will  grant  no  lease  whatever;  and,  in  several 

districts^ 
*  Voong's  Agri.  Sur.  p.  68. 
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Artricto,  the  tenant  ib  happy  to  avail  hinuelf  of  a  penniBsion  to 
caltiTale  with  legat  Becuriiy  the  four  crops  nsnally  sncceatiTe  on 
his  land.  This  system  of  intended  private  aggrandizement  assuredly 
operates  prejudicially  on  the  public  weal.     It  is  a  common  opi- 
nion In  Oxfordshire^  tliat  land  worth  twenty  shillings  per  annum 
without  a  lease  would  be  worth  thirty  shillings  if  secured  to  the 
nse  of  the  cultivator  for  a  term  of  twenty*one  years.     It  is  evi- 
dent, thai  this  increased  value  can  only  arise  from  the  extra   * 
quantity  of  grain,  or  marketable  food,  produced  by  the  practice 
of  secure  tillage.     Every  circumstance  connected  with  agricnl* 
lure  moves  in  slow  progress.     The  day  must,  undoubtedly,  come 
when  the  Oxifordshlre  landlord  and  renter  will  perceive  that  the 
advanoemeiit  ci  public  benefit  is  a  mutual  accommodation  to  them- 
selves. 

The  forms  vary  much  in  size;  but^  in  general  character,  they 
are  not  so  large  as  in  most  other  parts  of  England.  "  The 
laigest  fitrms  in  the  rich  Thame  District  do  not  usually  exceed 
900  acres.  About  Stoken»asb  there  are  none  capable  of  main- 
taining more  than  200,  or  300,  sheep.  For  some  miles  around 
Blenheim,  forms  are  in  general  from  100  to  600  acres.''  *  To 
tins  it  may  be  added,  that  there  are  many  farms  in  the  Forest 
Division  so  small  as  not  to  pay  more  rent  than  twenty  pounds  per 
aanum.  It  must  be  obvious,  that  it  is  very  difficult,  if  not  abso- 
iuVAj  impossible,  to  form  a  just  notion  of  the  prevMling  rent  in 
a  oottnty.  The  price  paid  for  the  use  of  land  depends  much  on 
many  peculiar  circumstances ;  among  which  the  number  of  acres 
renteil,  and  the  existence  or  non-existence  of  a  lease,  hold  the 
principal  rank.  Young  conjectures  the  following  to  be  the  pro* 
portion  of  rents  in  1807  :~The  red  land  thirty  shillings,  stone- 
brash  twenty  shillings,  Chiltem  sixteen  shilluigs,  and  miscel- 
laaeotts  twenty-five  shillings.  According  to  this  statement  the 
average  is  2*2s.  lOd.  per  acre,  and  the  whole  rental  of  the  county 
M3;2971.  Is.  6d.    But  it  is  probable  that,  since  that  period,  reot 

has 

*  Tonng,  p.  30. 


iw  risen  (hroi^hont  the  wbole  ciHiQty  ai  least  in  tl^e  ftqifof^im 
of  one^fifth  part.  In  the  year  1768^  the  avenge  rent  of  inclosed 
lands  was  supposed  to  be  twenty  shillii^^  and  that  of  open  fields 
nine  shillings  per  acre. 

The  tithe  of  Oxfordshire  is  of  various  descriptions.  *'  A  few 
rectors  hate  one  in  fifteen,  and  others  one  in  twenty.  This  arose 
from  varied  endowments  j  half  the  tithe  was  settled  on  the  rector^ 
and  the  other  half,  perhaps,  given  to  some,  religious  house ;  and, 
on  the  suppression,  came  into  lay«hands.  That  the  tithes  came 
from  the  land-owner  appears  from  the  manor-fiBurm,  and  that  only^ 
being  in  so  many  cases  tithe-free.''  *  Tithe  is  seldom  taken  in 
kind,  and  the  usual  rate  of  composition  for  arable  land  fiurly  let 
may,  perhaps,  be  stated  at  oue-fourtb  of  the  rent, 

'  PROGEESS  OF  INCLOSING,  WASTES,  &€. 

Except  the  dreary  district  termed  Otmoor,  and  the  extensivo 
wilds  appertaining  to  the  forest  of  Whichwood,  the  waste  land  of 
Oxfordshire  is  comparatively  small.  The  common  of  Otmoor  is 
situate  near  Islip,  and  contains  about  4000  acres,  the  whole  of 
which  lie  nearly  on  a  level,  and  are  completely  inundated  in  wet 
seasons.  Eight  adjoining  townships  possess  a  right  of  coqimoii* 
age  on  this  dismal  tract  ^  but,  as  this  right  is  possessed  without 
stint,  the  abuses  are  very  great,  and  many  cattle  are  placed  ther^ 
to  feed  which  really  belong  to  persons  who  have  no  privilege  i^ 
reap  benefit  from  tlie  waste.  The  soil  of  the  common  is  a  good 
loam,  and  if  inclosed,  drained,  aiid  duly  managed,  would  w^k^ 
doubtediy  prove  highly  amenabk  to  the  purposes  of  agriculture. 
The  operation  of  draining  might  be  effected  with  much  ease ;  for 
though  tlie  moor  appears  level  to  the  eye  there  is,  really,  a  suf- 
ficient inequality  of  surface  to  cause  the  waters  to  draw  down  to 
one  particular  part;  and  the  river  Ray  runs  directly  across  iU 
The  herbage,  which  shoots  up,  in  seeming  luxuriance,  during  the 

summer 

*  Ag'i.  Sur.  p,  40. 


Mniier  nMmllii)  is  tmk,  and  nol  only  very  «|t  to  re(»lMep*, 
iMt  k  pfsdioMlvd  ^  a  pe^itr  diateinper  among  the  krger  eitttle 
cflDed  Jb  Um  i^gMwurhood  tbe  mooh'-tefvil.  The  oottaiger  «p- 
"ipeatft  'tft  Y«i4  ^  g:reatefet  benefit  fiimi  Otaneor.  He  tufas  «at 
Mtte  eK(j^  geese;  and  th%  eoarse,  aqoatic^  s^Mfdof  this  triMte 
is  well  sdted  «6  Ihe  Xirants  and  constitution  of  his  floek.  The  di^- 
gnsting  ^ffllliiHa  afimg  ftom  tire  aeedy  reeesses  of  this  large  tract 
ytdn\i  seeak  Iftely  to  tend  iifach'  towards  the  injiiry  of  humsn 
'li'ealib ;  yel  it  does  not  appear  that  intermittents  are  aearly  io 
freqa^t  is  the  viciitiige  as  Aight  be  apprehendefi'.  8aiae  jH- 
^idoas  ladiTidaafe  j^ofecfted,  a  ftew  years  back^  the  inclMiMs  of 
OMaor  $  bat  the  pkli  met  with  much  local  opposition,  and  was  ii 
kagth  abaadan^. 

In  the  porHens  of  Wbichlrood  Forest  there  are  eiEtenslTe  tradCs 
of  waste  ground,  the  eooiBionage  of  wbieh  is  coniaed,  by  rights  to 
iKnaes  and  sheep;  bnt  the  instances  of  illegal  assumption  are 
nnmeroBS,  and  cattle  of  almost  every  description  may  be  seen 
nearly  in  every  part.  The  soil  of  the  forest  is  generally  either 
the  red  loam,  or  the  stonebrash  so  frequent  in  the  county. 

The  other  commons  of  Oxfordshire  are  chiefly  to  be  found 
among  the  Chiltom  hills,  in  districts  whicli,  though  denuded,  ave 
loo  steep  for  the  plough ;  and  in  the  northern  part  of  the  county, 
where  there  are  many  ranges  of  Bown-land  appropriated  to  the 
pastorage  of  young  cattle,  or  (in  sdmie  few  instances)  to  that  of 
oxen  used  for  the  purpose  of  tillage. 

The  system  of  inclosing  has  been  encouraged,  as  was  before 
observed,  to  a  considerable  extent  Tlie  inclosures  in  the  first 
lorty  years  of  his  present  majesty's  reign  amounted  in  number  to 
fbrty-one,  and  in  quantity  of  land  to  68,480  acffesf.      Since 

which 

'  An  initance  is  uentioned  in  Yoang'i  Agricallural  Survey  of  one  farmer. 
«li0  turned  levcmeen  Kore  of  sheep  to  graze  on  this  common,  tbe  whole 
of  wbidi  be  lost  bj  the  rot,  except  threej^  In  the  saroc  work  it  is  saiU  that 
caulc  benefit  about  twenty  shillings  per  bead  (independent  of  the  haaard  of 
loss  tbroofb  disease)  hy  a  summer's  pasturage. 
t  Yauog,  p.  8*{. 
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which  the  iastanceii  of  inclosiare  have  been  numeroiui.  The  a^ 
Tftolages  are  oneqaWocaL  The  landlord  baa  gained  an  i»> 
crease  of  rent,  nearly  in  the  proportion  of  two  to  one.  The  food 
niaed  fer  man  is  considerably  greater  *,  and  the  fiurmer  has  not 
oalj  obtained  an  improvement  of  circnmstaoces,  bat  a  capacity 
for  godd  management^  and  a  general  enlargement  of  iden/ 

Oxfordshire  does  not  possess  mnch  to  interest  the  examiner,  in 
the  department  of  live  stock,  as  it  has  no  peculiar  breed  of  its 
owUj  and  has  not  adopted  any  particnlar  race  witli  so  much  proi- 
forence  as  to  cause  it  to  form  a  leading  feature  in  the  rural 
odconoittics  of  the  county.  Where  a  iarm  is  under  the  dairy-sys- 
tem, it  has  been  remarked,  that  the  long-homed  cows  are  generally 
most  esteemed :  these  are  frequently  brought  from  Leicestershire. 
The  Yorkshire,  the  Herefordshire,  and  various  crosses  are  also  oc- 
casionally found.    In  regard  to  hones,  it  may  be  observed,  that 

the 

•  The  following  statement,,  in  tbe  Agricoltaral  Survey,  of  the  increste  and 
decrease  resolling  from  inclosure  in  sevaral  parishes,  appears  interesting :  ,«, 


BARLEY. 

Inclotares €9 

Increased  in  .••••* 14 

Decreased  in ' 13 

As  before  in t 

t  OATS. 

Inclosaret 31 

Increased  in Se9 

Decreased  in • % 


PULSK. 


Xiicl<»ures  .*• 
Increased  in 
Decreased  in 
As  before  in 


CATTLE. 
Inclotares   IS 


Decreasedin ••••  1 

As  before  in  ...........   ....  S 

DAISY. 

Inclosnres IB 

Increased  ill •••  IS 

Decreasedin    ••  I 

Asbeforein •  4 

SHEEP. 

Indosares ..•...••  8 

Increased  in • •  6 

.  TURNIPS. 

Increased  in 4 

POTATOES. 

Increased  in S 

ARTIFICIAL  GRASS. 


Increased  in ••    9  li  Increased  in "il 
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tke  prttiliee  pre^^ds  in  many  dialriets  of  not  Bttfleriflfp  them  to  re* 
iMUi  in  tlie  steUeft  at  night.  Where  the  farmen  are  in  the  hahit 
•f  $Mimg  liieir  hofses,  aainfbin  is  eonsidered  highly  prclferable  to 
cloirer.  The  Berkiihire  hreed  of  Ae^p  was  fonnerly  the  most  £► 
▼oared ;  but,  latterly,  the  Sonth  Downs  have  risen  into  mnch  es- 
teem, and  seem  to1»e  gridvAHy  spreading  oTor  the  whole  connty. 
The  frnns  of  Oxfordshire  are  nsoally  well  slocked  with  sheep  *. 
The  Berkshire  hogs  are  the  kind  most  commonly  seen;  and, 
vhile  mentioning  this  animal,  it  may  be  proper  to  observe,  that 
many  boars  are  fed  in  the  neighhonrhood  of  Oxford  for  the  pnr^ 
pose  of  making  brawn,  an  article  of  much  reqaest  in  that  city. 
One  experimental  coltivator  encourages  the  breed  of  domestic 
raMfft  to  a  considerable  extent.  He  has  some  hundreds  of  stock, 
and  finds  that  they  produce  sufficient  manure  for  twenly-six  acres 

annually. 

•  Dr.  Plot  is  too  credolous  a  writer  to  he  implicilly  accepted  as  autlionty, 
bat  Ibs  mention  of  $he€p,  in  the  "  Natural  History  of  Oxfordshire/'  is,  at  any 
nte,  deserriog  of  obserration  in  a  note  : — "  Of  four  footed  beasts  tfiat  cliew 
tkc  cod  they  hare  a  tort  of  theep  esteemed  in  this  country  for  their  con- 
•UBtiy  bearing  two  lambt  at  a  time ;  wtMBce  they  have  obtained  the  naoM 
<thooab  iDmeiPbat  an  improper  one)  of  HiQukU  ewes.  But  there  are  mocb 
stranger  sheep,  though,  perhaps,  not  so  profitable,  at  Ricot,  in  the  park  of 
Lord  Norreys,  brought  hither  from  some  other  parts  of  England  and  Wales, 
bat  now  breeding  here  :  of  which  some  of  them  at  first  had  its  or  eight  horns 
a-piece  (  but  (he  number,  upon  mixture  of  their  generation  with  other  sheep. 
Is  aisee  dimtnashed.  However,  there  remain  still  two  of  them  with  very 
tttmtge  keadt,  having  «ach  four  honuj  one  of  them  with  two  larger  ones 
aasoiiig  from  (he  top  of  its  head,  bending  forwards,  and  two  side  ones  coming 
oat  from  under  its  ears,  and  bending  round  towards  its  mouth ;  and  the 
ocber  having  two  large  horns  standing  prettj  upright  on  its  head,  and  two 
aide  ones  proceeding  from  under  the  ears,  like  the  former,  and  bending  round 
to  the  cheeks,  into  which  they  would  grow  (and  so  in  the  whole  kind)  wtre 
«bey  not  prevented  by  being  timely  cot  ofif.  And  as  these  are  remarkable  for 
their  nmny  horn*,  there  was  another  sheep  once  there  that  excelled  all  the 
vest  m  its  btikg  a  unieom  :  having  a  single  horn  growing  almost  in  the  mid- 
dle of  its  foreheod,  (wenty>one  inches  long."  The  head  of  this  latter  prodigy 
Dr.  Plot  informs  us  was  preserved  at  Ricot  at  the  time  of  his  writing,  and 
tbeve  are  several  plates  in  the  Natural  History  illustrative  of  this  singuhir 
-  Bleed." 
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aaiHiiil  J.  Re  lopposM  tlml  tiie  tanoiae  of  tkk  UMt  wiimt 
vliich/ 18  BO  iii}«rioaB  to  agrionttare  wtai  in  a  iriU  sUte*  i^ffM 
the  «xpeiiM  of  feediag,  and  the  aMiuu^  is  of  a  very  deainUa  da^ 
jnripiioii. 

WOODS,  nkVTknovs,  ^. 

Camden  describes  the  woods  of  Oxfordshire  as  forming  one  of 
the  chief  boasts  of  the  county ;  and  Plot  admits^  that  anciently 
such  might  have  bieen  the  fact^  but  says  that«  "  owing  to  the  late 
unhappy  wars/'  (the  civil  contests  in  the  reign  of  Charles  I.) 
"  wood  has  become  so  scarce,  that  it  is  a  common  thing  to  sell  it 
by  weight ;  and  not  only  at  Oxford,  but  in  many  other  places  in 
the  northern  parts  of  the  shire,  where,  if  brought  to  Mercai,  it 
is  ordinarily  sold  for  about  one  shilling  the  hundred;  but,  if 
remote  from  a  great  town,  it  may  be  had  for  scTenpence.''  This 
seems  a  very  extraordinary  circumstance,  and  can  be  only  ac- 
counted for  by  the  want,  at  that  period,  of  inland  coals,  which . 
are  now  so  plentifully  introduced  to  the  county.  Faggot-wood 
4aay,  at  this  time,  be  purchased  in  most  parts  of  Oxfordshire  for 
twelve  shillings  the  hundred  faggots,  and  grubbed  wood  (or  roots) 
for  about  twenty-one  shillings  the  waggon  load.  Except  in  the 
very  northern  districts,  and  omitting  the  article  of  oak,  Oxford- 
shire may  at  present  be  certainly  termed  a  well-wooded  county. 

The  whole  of  the  Chiltem  division  abounds  in  beech,  and  has  beea 
supposed  by  some,  with  much  appearance  of  truth,  to  form  a  pati 
pf  that  great "  forest,''  described  by  Leland,  as  stretching  ISO 
miles  westward  from  the  border  of  Kent.  "  The  beech  woods  of 
Oxfordshire,"  saya  Mr.  Davis,  in  his  Original  Report  *,  "  consist 
of  trees  growing  on  their  own  stems,  produced  by  the  falling  of 
tlie  beech  mast,  as  very  little  is  permitted  to  grow  on  the  oU 
stools,  which  are  generally  grubbed  up.    They  are  drawn  oeca* 

aionally, 

•  This  Report  is  so  troly  valoaUe,  that  those  who  have  had  an  oppoituniCy 
Af  iDspectios  it  muft  feel  cause  to  regret  that  the  Board  did  not  pobJish  it  at 
length.  9 


I  .oxfwiiMNiiES.  :33 

I  iMMHjfv  Mig  nev€fr  ftlledl  all  tt  oim^  ex«epl  fct  tile  jmrpaie  <tf 
\  kad  into  tiUige,  wkkb  Im»  been  mtich  practised  ef 
It  reqniveB  aaoe  jadgOMBt  to  thin  theae  wood*  ao 
tbt  Uie  piaaeat  atoek  aMty  not  hang  too  nmch  over  the  aeedlmga, 
at  tke  tune  time  that,  in  a  aooth  aapect,  an  injury  may  t^e 
pbcebyeipoaingtboaoiltoo  muchtoiheann  ;  for  it  is  to  be  ob- 
■erred,  that  the  north  aide  of  a  bill  will  produce  a  better  growth 
of  beech  than  the  sooth  side.  The  snccession  of  young  trees 
IB  beeeh  wood  is  nmch  injured  by  admitting  sheep^  or  other  cat* 
tk,  iftto  them ;  and,  though  it  is  observed  by  some  that  sheep  do 
so  dtmage  in  winter,  when  the  leaf  is  off,  yet  it  is  the  opinion 
of  olbera,  that  the  wool  which  is  foft  hanging  on  the  young  stock 
is  pnFJndteial  to  its  growth,  even  supposing,  what  is  donbtful,  that 
the  ibe^  do  not  crop  them.  There  are  some  oak  and  ash  trees 
in  these  woods,  dispersed  among  the  beech,  which  have  sprung 
sp  m  places  where  the  seeds  hare  dropped,  or  been  carried  by 
Mk  -  These  aeldom  grow  to  any  great  bulk,  though  sometimes 
to  great  lengths^  bnt  they  are  not  very  numerous/' 

h  the  Forest  of  Whiekwood  the  oak,  the  ash^  the  beech,  and 
eitt,  are  nitermixed.  Of  the  first  most  noble  and  beneficial  tree 
amjority  is  seen;  but,  though  the  oaks  of  Whichwood  are  nu» 
nooQs  and  thriving,  there  are  not  many  which  are  likely  to 
be  ready,  in  at  least,  the  next  half  century  for  naval  use.  The 
ttb  seems  a  &vourite  with  the  soil,  and  is$  both  abundant  and 
flMriihii^.  Beech  is  frequent,  but  the  elm  is  comparatively 
*eUoBi  Ibnad.  The  coppices  of  Whichwood  Forest  are  its  most 
Profitable  production.  Of  these  there  are  thirty -four;  eighteen 
of  which  belong  to  the  king,  twelve  to  the  Duke  of  Marlborough, 
UHlfiwr  to  certain  individuals.  The  coppice-wood  belonging  to 
kis  Majesty  is  usually  cut  at  eighteen  years'  growth,  and  that 
N^pcitaining  to  the  Duke  at  twenty-one.  The  emolument  de« 
nved  Irom  each  acre  is  about  six  shillings  per  annum.  The  open 
P^of  tbe  forest  produces  nothing  but  brush-fuel,  (which,  though 
B^^HTc,  is  still  found  useful  by  the  poor)  and  food  for  the  deer, 
vhich  are  exceedingly  nameroaa.     When  a  coppice  is  cnt,  the 

Vot.  Xir.  D  Lord 
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Lord  of  tke  Domain  eauses  a  hedge  and  ditch  to  be  fehnedf 
the  fltle»  for  th«  lerti  of  aefea  jmn,  until  the  ex^ifa^a  of 
irhieh  perknl  ao  person  pesseMed  of  eeoniHmtible  right  aas  caMT 
tralh  hia  eaMla.  The  falloYhig  ahatraat  aheva  the  allotOMBta 
tato  whi^h  tike  forest  ia  ifivided:— 

Statute  Measure. 

A.  R.  p. 

King's  Coppices 1649  2  10 

Baron's  ditto  (Duke  of  Marlborougfi) 1041  3  17 

(Mr.  Fetty place,  &c.)  346  0  33 

Keeper's  Lodges  and  Lawns 134  0  33 

The  open  Forest  2421  1  H 

5593    0    IB 

TheChase woods ^ 487    3      4 

Blandford  Park 639    1     17 

6720    1    39 

In  the  Yicinity  of  Stanton  St  John  are  considerable  tracts  of 
woodland,  in  which  the  oak  is  frequent,  called  the  quartetn:  and 
X  there  are  many  expanses  of  nearly  a  similar  description  in  variens 
other  parts  of  the  oonnty. 

The  great  price  hitely  paid  for  timber,  and  the  high  rent  of- 
fered for  arable  land,  have  acted  as  hresistible  temptations  with 
many  landlords;  and  considerable  ranges  of  wood  have  accordingly 
been  grubbed  up.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  recent  plantations 
are  numerous  throughout  the  county;  and,  as  an  instance,  it  may 
be  observed,  that  the  present  Duke  of  Marlborough  entirely 
planted  the  great  Belt  at  Blenheim,  the  extent  of  which  is  not 
less  than  thirteen  miles. 

The  RIVERS  of  Oxfordshire  form  the  most  pleasing  feature  in 
a  detail  of  its  natural  circumstances ;  and  the  canal,  which  unites 
its  main  stream  with  the  great  flow  of  the  Severn,  is  an  ho- 
nourable proof  of  the  commercial  and  enterprising  spirit  which 
pervades  the  county.    The  natural  historians,  who  have  stated 

the 


ttpMMhir  W  rifon  whieh  fiad  a  oome  ihi<migk  OxfoTdsbin^ 
^  W  »•  Urn  |1mji<  three  MMe  and  ten,  have  not  at  all  exagge*- 
Mad.  Eaaii  TaUay  of  laiigth  haa  ita  stream,  aad  it  8»y  be  oon* 
iiii^  awerted,  tliat  oa  diatrict  of  England  is  better  vslend 
OMtUa. 

Aao^  these  miniefooa  ineaadera^  the  Thame,  the  Isia,  the 
Gharwell,  the  Evcaloda,  and  Windniah,  daim  primty  of  rank; 
hal  the  great  pride  of  the  coanty  is  that  coafluence  of  the  for- 
mer two,  which  coastitates  the  nver  Thames  *,  a  stream  thai 
a|MBa  an  aoeess  to  every  part  of  the  globe,  ainee  a  bale  of  goods 
aay  now  be  phnd  oa  '*  the  irail  footing  of  a  pkuik,''  at  Mia 
asMnity  of  CMaid;  and,  after  performing  a  oamplete  eirennip 
thaangh  the  nediom  of  difierent  vesaslsi  may  bD 
at  aaolfaer  point  of  the  city,  without  having  once 
[  land.  That  the  cammercial  advantages  arising  from  the 
needy  mode  ti  oanreyanoe  a£Q3rded  by  the  Thamea  are  inestt- 
mnat  be  obvaaos  to  every  person  who  views  the  heavy 
whieh  are  dfi(wn  with  comparative  ease  over  its  boaom ; 
mdt  aa  a  nataiiil  cifcamstaace  productive  of  emamebt,  of  beahb, 
wmk  piaaaare,  neithes  native  nor  tmvaUer  can  easily,  bestow  on  it 
height  9i  character.  Respecting  tlie  course  of  this 
river  through  Oxfordshire,  and  the  pictorial  beauties 
fusmed  by  its  progress,  Mr.  GHcrine  f  has  so  ably  anticipated  onr 
ln>aaJaJ  deaeription,  that  we  are  indnaed  (though  compelled  en 

D2  taking 

*  It  is  with  much  reJactance,  that  we  adopt  this  modern  divisioo  of  th« 
Tbftmes  into  two  nrers.  iThe  impropriety  of  such  k  division  has  been  befora 
iiated  in  the  Beauties  of  England,  &c.  under  the  article  Berkshire,  page  86  ; 
aiid»  aaatradly,  m.tlie  Saxon  Clm>Qtclo  (and  in  several  eliarters  stiil  oldar 
AtMi  oMoy  parti  of  ttm  Saxon  Chronicle)  the  river  is  ttjFied  TAames,  or  Temt, 
ill  diOvicttmocb  above  Dorchester,  where  the  confluence  takes  place  betwc/sn 
tfie  Tbaaie  and  presomed  Isis.  But  the  distinction^  however  improper,  hut 
been  lately  countenanced  in  the  proceedings  of  the  supreme  legislative  court, 
and  is  noiformly  taken  as  correct  in  common  usage.  It  is  obviously  a  vul- 
gnriiia ;  bat  when  the  learned  and  the  high  stoop  lo  the  language  of  the  igno- 
tanl^  a  vfifter  masi  lill  inio  the  fcae/for  the  attainment  of  perspicuity. 
t  Sa  bis  "  OcBcral  Accoont  of  all  the  Rivars  of  note  in  Great  Britain." 
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taking  some  freedoms  of  abbretiatioti)  to  profit  fyy  his  l^leftMW 
curac\'  and  elegaiice.  After  obaenring  titat  the  original  A>cnitiito 
of  itie  Thames,  like  the  sonrce  of  the  Nile,  has  oeeastonedmveli 
eontrof  eny,  Mr.  Skrine  proceeds  to  say,  that  the  ttroams  nhUk 
afTord  subject  of  contention  *'  unite  near  Letchlade,  and  erecp  ia 
obscurity  t)irong:h  the  plain  of  Oxfordshire,  by  the  paraMel  eamd 
which  has  boen  lately  made  to  join  tlie  Serem  with  tlie  Thamea 
After  tfie  Coin  and  the  Lech  have  added  their  tributary  httm, 
the  navigation  of  this  river  (under  the  name  of  lata)  praperly 
commences ;  bnt  it  is  understood  to  be  long  very  imperfect,  linvK 
its  winding  course,  and  its  prevailing  shallowa ;  neither  ta  'tiM 
country  it  first  traverses,  dividing  the  eoanlies  of  OxAfd  and 
Berks,  at  all  pleasant,  as  it  pursues  ita  way  ahnost  unaeor  in 
the  midst  of  an  unwearied  plain,  first  towards  the  east,  and  after- 
wards  inclining  towards  the  north.  In  this  level  the  fVmdfm$k 
joins  it  from  Burford  and  Witney,  and  the  more  pieasanl  sireua 
of  the  Evenlode,  pursuing  nearly  the  same  directian  from 'the 
nortfa-weat,  descends  from  Whichwood  Forest,  and  the  great 
.Ridings  of  Charlbury,  united,  at  last,  with  a  amaller  strettn, 
which  forms  the  great  Lake  in  Woodstock  Park.  The  laia,  tlMa 
augmented  turns  suddenly,  to  the  south,  washtng  the  minvd 
walls  of  Godstow  Nunnery.  The  vale  now  expands  into  a  apa- 
*  cious  amphitheatre,  bounded  by  some  striking  hilk,  in  the  cen- 
tre of  which  the  majestic  towers,  domes,  and  spires  of  Oxioid 
burst  upon  the  bight,  appearing  proudly  ranged  behind  the  thick 
shade  of  the  venerable  groves.  Here  the  Tsis  divides  itself  into 
various  small  channels  as  it  traverses  the  meadows  of  W  itham, 
leaving  Oxford  on  the  left,  and  passing  through  several  liandsome 
stone  bridges,  connected  by  a  grand  cauiieway,  which  forms  its 
principal  approach  from  the  west.  These  streams  soon  re^nnft- 
ing,  the  river  turns  round  the  city  towards  the  i  orth«east,  and, 
crossed  by  an  ancient  stone  bridge,  glides  beautifully  through 
the  enamelled  and  ornamented  meads  of  Christ-church.  A  su« 
perb  walk  of  elms  beneath  this  spacious  college  fronts  its  mea- 
dow, over  the  deep  foliage  of  which  tlie  Gothic  buildinga  c/ 

Christ. 


CbiUl-«knr^  ^f^m  ia  ttotdy  .pride  as  they  display  tiiemselvea 
ynhiaily^-.with  a  aiicc^sdpii  of  a)l  tlie  numerous  lowers  of  the- 
Upiveffsity,  in  Ihe  des^at  of  ibe  Ins.  A  tittle  lower  it  is  joined 
h^  Ike  C|yMw«Uy  fl<^wifig  from  the  north  of  Baabury,  and  paspiog 
m^Um  eaaleni  aide  of  Oxford  through  the  arehea  of  the  magaiiicenl 
BridffDofMagdalea 

''  The  couatry  becomes  now^  for  a  while,  more  inclosed*  and 
tha.Mimflrwia  piaatalionp  snirounding  Lord  U^rconrt's  noble  seat 
«C  Moiieham  are  fiaidy  opposed  by  the  thick  woods  of  Bagley,  in 
Besksbire^  The  Chiltem  lulls  occupy  all  along  the  back  grofind 
aim  distaaoe^  femisg  a  waving  line  towards  the  soath>  sometimes 
Jaathed  with  thick  woods  of  beech,  and  at  others  protrudiug 
Ihair  chalky  lades  and  downish  summits  into  the  plain.  The 
wJadiaga  of  the  ri^ver  throagh  this  great  level  are  frequent;  but 
ilBS  diieetioa  is  mostly  southward,  a  little  inclined  to  the  east^  as 
H  passes  between  two  high  Berkshire  hills,  and  the  long  strag- 
gKag  town  of  Dorchester,  in  Oxfordshire.  Somewhat  below  this 
place  the  Thame  advances  from  the  north-east  to  meet  it,  passing 
thuTMKgh  the  ancient  bridges  of  Wheatley  and  Dorchester,  and 
joiniag  the  Isis  a  little  above  the  point  where  the  more  modern 
pile  of  Shilliagfopd  Bridge  ei  oases  both  combined.  At  this  juuc- 
lion  the  Thames  firsts''  (populu'ly)  *'  obtains  its  name. 

"  Shilliagford  Bridge  occupies  a  romantic  position,  which 
rtrikfs  the  eye  more  strongly  from  being  unlike  the  rest  of  the 
uapulij,  which  bears  an  open  and  dreary  aspect;  the  more  ancient 
pile  of  Walliagford  Bridge  succeeds,  below  its  town,  and  Mooge* 
well,  a  seat  of  the  Bishop  of  Durham,  graces  the  Oxfordshire 
Iwak  of  the  Thames.  The  inclination  of  tho  river  from  Walling* 
Ibffd  to  Panghanm.  is  almost  due  south ;  but  it  there  begins  to 
ions  a  considerable  circle  by  the  east  to  the  north,  below  Reading, 
till  it  reaches  Henley/' 

After  it  quite  Wallingford,  the  scenery  assumes  a  thousand 
fiwah  grsces  of  aspect  "  The  river  now  iurms  an  indent^  vaU 
Icj  through  the  range  of  the  Cotteswdd  hills,  ijrhicb,  losing  in* 
niij[y  their  downish  character,  become  at  last  adorned  with 
D  3  most 


180M  <yf  the  fitficd  behnUea  bf  art  and  tisliDi^  VIM  ^tnM'he  eott- 
prehended  iritliiti  their  ontline:  High  bee^h  irtFoods  ca^er  A^ 
didea  and  sttmniits,  while  rich  meadows  alMnd  Um  dcMMt  (y^ 
Ike  tfyer.  Towns  and  villages  are  sprinkled  iiiMMitin  all  dMU' 
tf eiM,  and  magntficeiit  seats  appear  on  the  teiglits  whM  l>v^ 
hang  the  Oxfordshire  and  Berkshire  hanks.  Reading,  the  ban^ 
tfomeeouniy  town  of  the  latter  district,  ocenpies  ^  pleaaailt  po« 
mtion ;  and  tlie  ralley  fbraed  hy  the  Thames  expiOida  ittio  It 
rich  plain,  M\  of  verdnre,  woods,  and  popnlaili^a.  The  *Metm^ 
here  joins  its  tributary  waters,  flowing  eastward  froto  tlfe  Dowiib 
of  Wiltshire,  Where  it  rises  near  a  ▼illage  of  that  name.  Hth^ 
Loidm  brings  a  further  increase  somewhat  lower,  and  lite 
Thames,  thus  augmented^  sWells  intd  a  majestic  river, 'Ml  of  eottM 
mercial  «raft,  and  glides,  in  a  broad  silver  mirror,  thlrongli^  llHI 
plain,  till  it  becomes  engnlphed  amidst  the  fine  chlifn  of  HiM 
surrounding  Henley.  A  more  beautifally  marked  connitfy  Iftstt 
this  cannot  easily  be  formed  by  the  most  romantic  fancy;  aiii 
Nature  has  placed  this  British  paradise  witliin  ibrty  tniles  of  Hia 
capital  of  our  conntry,  to  decorate  the  banks  of  its  principal  ritM: 
The  Thames  throughout  divides  the  counties  of  Oxford  and 
Bnckingham  from  Beilcsbire,  rolling,  in  a  broad  transparent 
stream,  between  hills  cloathed  profusely  with  beech  woods,  and 
ornamented- with  the  splendid  seats  of  some  of  oar  nobilHy.  The 
extensive  and  finely-disposed  territory  of  Lord  M almesbnry  beai^ 
among  thcs^  a  stroug  pre-eminence,  eovering  several  IwiM  hlHa 
with  its  plantations,  between  the  hollows  of  which  deliglilfM 
lawns  descend  to  the  margin  of  the  river.  Immediately  below, 
the  handsome  town  of  Henley  covers  the  Oxfordshire  bank,  whotfe 
lofty  flint  tower,  and  elegant  stone  bridge,  form  distinguished  ob* 
jects,  from  which  ever  side  they  are  viewed.**  ♦ 

In  general  character,  though  the  Thames  is  by  Ho  meafaA  *ii 
rapid  stream,  it  is  far  from  being  sluggish  in  its  course,  but  *pTO-  . 
oeeds  with  majestic  and  sedate  deliberation,  ft  has  been  poetically 
described  as  ''  without  o'erflowiug,  full  j'*  and  such  is,  IndeeS, 

strictly 
*  Skrine,  p.  319^  &c. 


ripirtljT  4b«.«Me.  Ijtf  i(Atf»  art  ailt«^  «i)d  fikiir^  except  wbaf^ 
4^jtarbed  ky  .fl<K»ds>  ,|P  fliich  it  ju^  <)ccaaj(^iial^  liaise.  ,  The  e^il^t 
fih  pnian^  bjr  tUs^gm^  riyv,  wl^e  U  r^nainfi  witb  Oxfn^* 

M4y>4g<<>P*'  ^9il^u  ^e  jBometimeB  fooAd,  ^as  stngglin^  ?i- 
iilfr%  enea  ia  il^  higli^r  pvecincts  ^f  th^  riYer ;  and  Dr.  Plol 
pfntJanay  «a  a  .cvrio^SiCiatiy.e  of  the  Jaia^  a  fi»h.  locally  tenoed 
. ^  PrUe ;  of  the  lo^g^.cartiliufitiioiia,  smocith  kixid,  "  baTing.,a 
mnnth  €9fX  iKi^faer  pieifeRdicttlaj|ly  donaward^or  Irauaveraeljr,  )ivX 
^QMfi^  aa  |t  wece«  .between  tiiio  cheeks^  .irithont  ao.uoder-j^w. 
/ptt  ihe  (op  fif  Ha.h[^  U  haa  «f^^  ^d  oa.c^h  .aide  seven  U(4q», 
ItM'iWpiy  theplace»of  gUb;  and^  imder  the  belly,  a  soiaU  line 
ffff^^flTg  &oa  tiie  nBooth  to  the  opposite  ei^tremity.  It  moTes  by 
aivi4«|u|g  impolae  of  ita  body,  withoat  the  help  of  any  other  fin^ 
but  Uie  pimaiukE  at  the  tail."  The  great  quantity  oii  the  mom  ff- 
)WUe  aariaf  fiah  fonaedy  met  with  ip  ihia  riyer  ia  evident  from 
|)ie  MfiM  «ril^,  ii)io  tdia  aa  that,  ''  la  th^  year  1674,  the  J(sia 
gayse  «p  antpia.teatiinony  of  its  great  plenty^  that,  in  two  de^ji  fip* 
pofB^ior  the  fiahingof  Mr.  Mahr  and  the  ,baUi&  of  the  city  f4 
OuUbad^  it  aQbrded,  between  Swithio>  woar  ^d  Wpolifesoptr 
biidge,  (a  qpace  of  a)M>ttt  three  Bulea^^  J^teeti  hmir^d  jacka,  Jie^ 
iide  otiicr  J^h.''  It  ia  certain  tliat  the  Thames  now  is  not  nearly 
ao  .prolific  in  any  three  miles  of  its  course ;  and  yet»  perhapa,  the 
Tirer  ia  not  ao  hardly  fiihed  at  .present  aa  in  the  seveiiteenth 
oantory.  The  deficiency  may  be  safely  ascribed  to  an  increase  in 
tlw  practice  of  d|9inag%  which,  by  disencombering  vomeroiu 
lifnleta  of  aedge,  and  other  weeds,  has  deprived  the  pike  of  con* 
Yenieiit  toeediog-placea. 

A  onriooa  partipolar  in  the  natoral  history  of  tlie  river  Thamea 
oceara  is  the  circumatance  of  its  always  freezwgjirst  at  the  ha^ 
lo«H.  Thia  habit  is  often  fo|wd  to  prevail  among  rivers  in  Ger- 
paay^  and  particnlarly  those  in  the  northern  parts  of  that  coontry ; 
Wt  ia  aaaerted  by  the  writer  of  the  article  "  Ice,''  in  the  Ency- 
dopttdim  Britannica,  never  to  be  met  with  in  the  more  temperate 
of  the  Eoropeati  climates.    The  fact  is    assuredly  otherwise. 

D4  The 
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Tbe  coDgttlatioD  of  the  rirer  Thames  vnifoniily  eorameneM  im 
the  lewMt  (ilaoes.  The  ooum  tiien  formed  liies  (on  a  rude  caie»: 
Icfeiott)  to  -aboat  Hie  midille  of  the  water,  where  it  preeents,  aa 
ID  the  streams  of  Germany,  a  resemblance  to  the  partial  eoas^- 
dation  of  nuclei,  or  small  hail.  A  second  mass  then  forms  at  tha 
bottom;  the  mass,  centrally  situated,  rises  to  the  snHace;  aMi 
the  new  bottom,  or  ground  ice,  takes  its  place,  and  gradoaUy 
(if  permitted  by  a  continned  ohatmction  of  sun-beams)  mounta 
to  the  superior  ftibric,  with  which  it  speedily  assimilatea.*  Dr. 
Plot  accounts  ior  this  circumstance  by  supposing  that  the  water 
of  the  Thames  is  mo^  abvndaotly  impregnated  with  salt  than 
that  of  other  English  rivers ;  and  that,  as  salt  naturally  sinks  to 
the  bottom,  and,  as  naturally,  inclines'  to  a  principle  of  coBgel»* 
tion,  the  formation  of  ice  consequently  takes  place  first  at  the 
greatest  depth. 

Among  the  subordinate  rivers  of  Oxfordshire  the  "  nitrooa 
Wtudrash,''  so  serviceable  to  the  manufiictory  of  Witney,  ^oogh 
it  flows  through  a  narrow  channel,  and  pervades  only  a  limited 
district,  is  perhaps  one  of  the  most  useful.  Our  mention  of  Dr. 
Plot  has  been  frequent ;  yet  it  would  be  improper  to  quit  the  soIk 
jeet  of  natural  streams  in  Oxfordshire  without  observing  that  ho 
says,  (Nat  His.  p.  96,)  "  The  banks  of  the  7%ame  are  so  welt 
sated  with  some  kind  of  acid,  that  no  well-water  In  the  whde 
town  of  the  name  will  either  brew  or  lather  with  soap.  But  none 
of  these  give  a  tinctare  so  high  that  they  can  be  perceived  by 
the  most  exquisite  palate,  but  only  so  far  forth  as  may  conduce 
to  a  doe  fermentation,  and  to  keep  them  living;  and  yet,  wiA* 
out  doubt,  from  hence  it  is  ^hat  the  Thames  water,  at  sea,  la 
eight  months'  time  acquires  so  spiritous  and  active  a  quality,  that 
upon  opening  some  of  the  casks,  and  holding  the  dandle  near  thd 
bung-liole,  the  steams  have  taken  fire  like  spirit  of  wine,  and 
sometimes  endangered  firing  the  ship.    Hence  it  is,  also,  that  ita 

stench 

*  From  repeated  endeavours  at  inv«atigatioa,  we  thiok  it  naj  wfel^  ba 
•sferted,  that  not  one  of  the  many  aquiiary  sireami  which  run  iato  tho 
Tbames  between  Letchladc  and  Uenlcy  possesses  this  carious  habit 


oxyomMRiBs.  4^ 

ilNidi  w  no  abaokite  oomiplion*  and  tiMiA,  after  ft  timd  «r  finirlii 
D,  it  equals  the  wateni  of  ihe«  well  in  *tlie  liaven  •! 
n,  and  is ofleosive  no  more;  add,  tlM>n9h  tiiA  i 
mte  soraetiaies  forced  to  drink  it  and  hold  their  neeesy  yet 
that  aoeouat  they  do  not  aidcea,  whereas  all' other  waters,  aa  At 
aa  has  heen  hitherto 'obeenred,  become  hmeeverable  what  onea 
oftnsive  to  the  smeH,  and  daagerons  to  drink/' 

The  OxvoaD  €aval  enters  the  eonnty  at  its  northern  eitvs^ 
■ity,  helween  Qaydon  and  the  Three*Shire  fiKone.  Approach* 
inf  the  irioiHBgo  of  the  rirer  Ohanreil,  at  Oropredy,  it  pDweeds> 
aft  a  saMll  distance  ftom  the  banks  of  that  rrrer,  t6  the  dfty  ef 
Oxtdtd,  wk&e  its  channel  terminates,  and  is  soooeeded  by  tho 
navi^ntion  of  the  lata*  The  advantages  deriTcd  fvom  this  recent 
etA  are  iacalailably  great,  as  it  opens  an  immediate  connexion 
between  the  interior  of  the  county,  and  Birmingham,  Literpool; 
Maaahestcr,  and  the  iWedaesbury  coUieries; 

Aftor  the  mention  of  the  rivers  and  caaab,  tiie  roodli  cbwerf a 
notice.  Till  within  the  last  few  yesra  these  weie,  in  common 
mUh  moat  prat incial  thorooghfares,  deplorably  bad.  A. writer  of 
the  aeventeenth  century  describes  many  of  the  ways  as  metukd', 
althattisM,  with  a  soft  white  stone,  whose  salt  ia  so  free  from  the 
hands  of  aalphnr,  that,  with  the  frosts  and  lain,  it  slakes  liko 
lime;  end  Yoang  saya,  that  he  **  remembers  the  roads  Ibity 
yeaia  ago,  when  they  ware  in  a  condition  formidable  to  tho  bones 
of  all  who  tntfeHed  on  wheels.  The  two  great  tnmpikes  which 
pganied  the  connty  by  Witney  and  Chipping-Nbrton,  by  Henley 
and  Wycomhe,  were  repaired,  in  some  placea,  with  sicines  sslaiigo 
aa  they  cm^  he  brenght  from  the  quarry ;  and,  when  broken,  left 
aa  raagh  aa  to  be  calcntaled  for  disbication  rather  than  exercise.  ^ 
At  that  period  the  cross  roads  were  impassahle  bat  with  real 
daager/'  The^^hanga  to  be  now  obsenred  is  of  a  moat  grati- 
lying  description :  tompike-roads,  in  general  good,  intersect  the 
oannty  in  tlie  direction  of  ail  its  principal  markets ;  and  the  ma-> 
jority  of  the  parochial,  or  cross-ways,  are  much  better  than  the 
great  tborougbfares  were  a  century  ago, 

Kotwith- 
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:  KolwiiMMdinf  tiie  ««i1ilieff  ofoed 4»sr  the  te|«eiio|r  «r% 
by  tbe  bt«td  aad  roMij  aavigalkiB  lof  iU  t^regt  «mv 
liMerly,  by  Ike  mte  vMi  wbMi  OMNhaiiAifle  n»y  be  Acy 
140  ac«HitbfltJDyi8«oa4oiiem  the  iMiiM[/w<<iir<y  nf  ike 
«iNiil^  ttre  hm,  ^ad  Mot  t»  a  remMkiMy  flomMbiog  winJilaMfc 
1*  Witeey  »  a  anmfcotory  fer  tbe  weaving  <of  ibbmbeto,  irbiek 
was  formerly  madi  aoted.  Tbis  iMde,  bowever,  iras  fngfW^ 
eMy  deoKiuag  for  ttaay  yean,  until  Ibe  kkodaelioa'  of  mar 
ehiMry  look  pbee,  aia4  enabled  .ibe  |Mro|^«t8V%  i^  pgodtMJtg 
ihe  ataple  on  rednoed  tttrtam,  to  ftaler^  ut  Mne  miBtmn,  the 
toornbiag  Kane  of  tbe  boBiatea.  At  WoodiADok  .the  aiwjadarlinin 
of  defeAaartiaUB,  cbspoaed  af  poUahad  alad»  ia  enhivatad  -to 
aaaM^ealaai;  and,  in  the  aameiawn,  tbe  maanlaekare  <Qf  icaliwr 
kdo  braoabda  and  gloves  vaa  mtaodooed  ,abost  fi^  yearaibaok» 
Tbiaiatter  bnnob  has  gradaally  adtanced  in  conseiiaeaee^  and  ia 
now  productive  of  a  oansidenble  influx  of  vmnef  -to  ibe  oaMit|r» 
aad  aibvds  enfdoyaient  to  great  nnnbess  of  *be  Joeal  popuMon. 
A  iBostae  aort  of  vrivet  is  made  at  Bloxbam  a&d  at  Baabaqt^ 
CsM|A  tbese,  we  Jiase  notbtng  to  nottoe  but  tbe  aaticle  af  lane 
Iribiob  is  eUefty  made  in  the  neigbbourhood  of  Tfaame,  tbovgb 
aat  even  there  «n  an  extesvive  acak.  Tbe  town  af  Henley  bas^ 
tor  many  ^ceatoriea,  been  in  the  habit  of  aapplying  London  wilb 
h^ge  yntitiw  of  vult. 

libeadbyaeta  of  agrieultare^  of  oniivftMstnraa,  and  trader  abIa^ 
rtfly  -lead  ta  a  eonaidefstian  of  the  8Tai»' of  Ibe  poon*  a  topia 
af  faigli  ioporlanee  in  oomity  examioalion,  and  bae  at  least  aaiw- 
kveiAiBg  to  the  feelings  as  to  tbe  csj'iosiiy .  If  weniight  be  allow* 
ad  ito  judge  rtiom  the  answer  given  to  tbe  snrveyar  appointed  by 
Ibe  agriaidtanil  board,  when  he  applied  to  the  keeper  of  the  ea«nt|r 
gasl,*  we  sboald  be  led  to  pfonoanee  tbe  anbocdinaie  classes  af 
OnibrdsbiM  aoaapicnons  an  good  morals;  bat  every  period  iaairt 


•  «  I  found  that  blankets  and  shags  were  made  in  Oxford  gaol,  and  t 
enquired  for  annual  accounts^  which  were  distributed  some  jears  ago ;  but 
the  answer  was,  "  Tktrt  are  no  pruonert,  and  ihtrtfwt  th»  aecwntt  ere 
dnvftdr 


m  htpnr,  in  ttowpoct^  m  thtt  of*  1M7«  The  anice  fiM  cf 
Oifcdbliim  «re^  ia  gmerai,  tw  miHli  an  apitalli^  #iUi  UnM 
«foli«ro0nti6»;  yet  it  ttoit  lie  remtrfciedl,  witk  fleMQM^  tfaMI 
i«r  •  dianctar  inghlAiliy iiigii  have  caUed  fol» fdUle 
;Mi  this  dwtmt  for  anvenl  years  lately  fsssed.  f%i 
templatioBB  to  local  vice  are  generally  contained  in  the  dissi^ttfi 
«f  cffowdsd  elites,  and  the  daagews  species  of  seni-bai^ 
iftvedoM  prodvsed  by  large  tvaeta  ef  isooAand,  baly  par* 
HaUy  apprapfialed,  or  teatod,  far  the  chief  parts,  in  haadi-tae 
dignified  aad  lesaat*  for  the  dde  eseeation  ef  hnmodialo  aath»» 
ritj.  Am  iDsittmert  ««f  ithcs  hsltflr  ikaoiiptien  ire  find  in  tiia  long 
wM  MBgas  of  Whiohvoad  Mrest  In  ^ese  Isatts  dear  (tha 
fsyai  iMast  prodactiiv  ofiso.BMiy  dispotes  and  so  anchvppna* 
sbn  SB  thelMai  t^m,  and  those  of  nnlinsted  nnaarehical  power 
whkii  MBocaeded  J  aie  eKtMoely  onawfoes ;  end  game  of  ahMat 
eroy  4leseriplien  siboaDds  in  an  equal  degree.  The  ticinity  ia^ 
hi  €iinaw|aepeo,  telile  of  a  snca  of  poor  irho  eaanot  hear  the 
thaaghi  of  wask  while  snrronnded  by  sueh  preliic  waties,  and 
who,  accordingly,  endeayonr  to  supply  the  wants  of  nature  by 
poaching,  by  deer-stealing,  and  all  the  Tarious  pilfering  aria 
which  the  vulgar  qualify  with  a  softer  epithet  than  that  of  theft. 
The  effects  of  an  improved  police  are,  however,  gratefully  evi« 
dent»  in  the  circumstance  of  these  idle  foresters  seldom  comwitr 
tiagaa  act  of  violence  beyond  the  pals  af  their  woodland  sabheN 
siaa.  A*&ct  well  deaerving  of  notiee,  when-' it  is  reealleeltd 
Ifeafty  in  aaeh  a  Hfe  of  preearions  sylvan  depredation,  the  nllhiinoe 
ef  a  day  ia  often  followed  by  the  foodtess  penury  of  a  week. 

Bat  the  district  of  Whichwood  is  limited,  when  compared  with 
the  eoonty  at  large ;  aud  with  tiie  a^cency  of  temptation  the 
evil  propensity  ceases.  .  lu  those  points  of  moral  degvadatiea 
whidi  im|dy  a  eoadcsflensionia  the  weekly  practise  of  begging  at 
the  parochial  afana-table,  the  lahourers  of  Oxfordshire  unhappily 
diars  with  their  class-'men  in  most  oth^  districts.  If  this  were 
not  a  general  practice  in  the  comity,  we  should  readily  attribute 

it 
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it  to  in^i^idiwl  [ittdolence;  or  to  a-nore  •olhre  degree  of  ^ee.^ 
Bill,  as  the  cuatom  is  nniiMm,  «e  confett  that  it  w,  to  um,  ioh 
peaitUe  to  discover  any  other  cause  for  the  lameotaUe  &ci  tlia» 
tfcat  of  the  tardily-given  rise  in  wages^  or  renmiieratiaii,  not 
pBQi?ing  adeqoato  to  the-  advanoed  pike  of  the  aecosiiarifiB  of 
Me.* 

The  ofi*eot  of  enclosaies  does  not  appear  to  have  lesseaeA  tlM 
omforto'Of  the  peasant's  oooditioii,  in  geneial ;  but,  atUl,  there 
fNTo  sane  under  the  old  system  of  comnonage,  who  were  enabled 
to  keep  a  cow ;  a  bene6t  of  which  they  are  now  deprived.  These 
instances  are  few ;  hut  so  arethe  poor  man'a  privileges ;  and  it 
is  matter  of  deep  regret  when  puUio  interest  causes  one  ssaroeef 
his  enjoymento  to  be  taken  away.  It  has  been  oflen  reoom* 
mended  by  theorists*  for  a  certain  proporliou  of  land  to  be  1^  at 
a  SMderafte  rato,  to  labourers,  especially  in  the  instance  of  eAclo« 
sores ;  bat  nothing  of  that  kind  has  taken  place  in  prAotiee.  SlUl 
it  is  satisfiwstory  to  observe  that  nearly  the  whole  of  the  Oxford- 
ahire  cottages  have  a  well*sized  and  fimitfttl  garden  attaehed  to 


^  A  rctpectable  retideut  of  Oxfordshire  uyt,  "  If  Uie  proprietors  of  land 
hnd  obliged  their  tenants  to  have  paid  their  labourers  fourteenf  sixteen,  or 
righlcen-pence  a  duj,  in  proportion  to  the  s'se  of  their  families,  instead  of 
racking  the  rents  up  to  a  degree  which  can  scarcely  be  borne,  it  would  have 
•reeccted  upon  them  immoital  honoar."  We  readily  admit  that  the  honor 
Mcraing  to  the  feelings  of  landholders  who  bad  acted  in  racb  a  wsy,  would 
iiavis  been  gceat.  Bot  why  sboald  ibe  poaseaaort  of  land  tbca  praveot  tfte 
value  of  their  fee-simple  from  moving  in  progressive  atepa  with  ibe  deoreascd 
estimation  of  money  i  A  system  of  barter  in  regard  to  the  procuration  of  te* 
nantship  was  first  introdnced  by  the  farmer,  and  the  enlarged  sixe  of  farms, 
and  the  improved  modes  of  cultnre,  ere  soflicicnt  advantages  to  enable  him  to 
pay  bis  own  labourers,  wit  hoot  an  appeal  to  the  landlord.— ^Tbese  things 
mint  iiod  their  level  in  the  coarse  of  time.  Tlie  farmer  will,  at  leugthi  dt»> 
cover  that  it  is  quite  as  easy,  in  rogard  to  €itcttmatsaee«  for  bim  to  pay  the 
labourer  in  the  sliape  of  advanced  wages,  a$  in  that  of  parodital  r«te;  but, 
meanwhile,  the  peasant  is  far  from  being  in  a  manly  or  comfortable  Aitoa* 
tion,  and  it  will  take  agc%  to  renovate  within  him  an  honest  dignity  of  self- 
dcpcndeiKC* 


lb«n.  .  ti»  rait  «f  Ae  pmma^t  totliig^  i»  likMise  Miali^  root 
dflmte^.iioleat  it  Im  in  the  seifUH^wrfacfd  of  a  popiik>ti»  and  ooia*> 
loercial  to:«B. 

Thfli^  ift  one  insUAce  in  wliicb  a.  dignified  individttal  has 
adapted  apaalutary  a  aiade  aC  proc;^dttl!0,  ia  regard  to  ito.  pooiv 
that  il  inmta  particalar  nolice.    The  Bialiop  of  Durham^  «k^ 
midea  at  Mongoweil^  iiaa  buUt  six  pairs  of  cotlaj^,  ia  a  aubr 
l»kuitial«ay»  and  oa  a  judicioua  pka,  for  each  of  which  taawMwite 
ha  vei|airea  the  aniuial  reut  of  i^l.  3a.    To  evory  habitalioa  in 
atlaehed  a'good  giud^,  aad  ooovaaiiuiee  for  tho  keeping  of  piga, 
Baifeot»  ia  mooey^  ia  not  his  Lordship's  object :  it  is  his  great 
,viib  to  fowk  a  race  of  neighbouriag  tenantry,  who  shall  be  coq* 
ajpicaoos  for.  moral  habits^  and  a  judicioas  ortler  of  domeatie  omo- 
aony.    To  atchiate  Ufia  great  aim,  every  workman  employed 
^  bis  aalate  is  eocoursged  to  deposit  in  tbe  hands. of  the  bailiff, 
at  harf e0i4ime^  asam  of  not  less. amopat  than  11.  lis.  6d»;  in 
eaaaofMBce-  of  .wbieh  pro? idant  reaerye  in  the  hoar  (^  compara- 
life  pteii^i  the  laboorer  is.  permitted,  Ibroogh  the  foUowia^ 
.vialcr,  to  reoeiye  barley  from  the  bailiff  at  two  shillings  per 
boshel  mider  the.  market  price,  or  any  other  grain  needed  by  his 
ihmily,  at  a  pcoportionaie  rate  of  reduction.    His  I^ordship,  ac-r 
curalely  observing,,  that  half  the  misery  of  the  poor  arises  from 
the  impositions^  as  to  badness  of  article^  deficiency  of  weight, 
and  allurements  to  run  into  debt,  practised  by  little  jcoufitry 
sb^fceepers,  has  established  a  village  shop  on  his  own  founda- 
tion, in  which  not  only  his  own  neighbouring  tenants,  hot  all 
ether  poor  in  the  vicinity,  may  purchase  what  they  need  at  a 
tedneed  price,  for  ready  money.     Flax  is  delivered  to  the  females 
of  tbe  cottage  &mily,  in  any  quantity  required;  aud  when  they 
retura  it  spun  into  thread,  they  are  paid  a  good  price  for  their 
laboor.   These  practices  require  little  observation.    Money  giv^^ 
to  tlie  poor  is  often  an  incitement  to  indolence;  but  that,  by 
placing  the  labourer  ia  a  ready  way  of  supporting  himself  with 
comfort,  and  by  encouraging  him  in  frugal  and  iudustrious  ha* 
bits,  you  call  forth  the  best  principles  of  his  nature^  aiid  tcacb 

him 
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him  to  kxik  trith  hcMioiirri>&««  UiiAei  on  may  lowiibliaea  •#  # 
gf/lr,  m  evident^  from  tbiB  ciroamataiice  :^— the  labotrav  maim 
tiie  Bishop  of  Darham  never  seek  relief  from  the  parish. 

Oaly  a  mnall  portion  of  the  labouring  part  of  »  coonly  oa»  hope 
to  meet  with  such  judicious  patronage :  a  thot  tmpleaaantiy  prafod 
by  the  large  aoma  levied  in  the  ahape  of  voor-^s  nAVao  tbroagh* 
ont  OxibrdBhire.  These,  of  oour»o,  vary  aooordiug  to  incidoiilal 
elrownatamcea.  In  some  iem  pariahea  they  are  ofteo  as  low  aa 
two  sKillingB  in  the  poand ;  in  olh^  aa  btgli  aa  ten  or  elovoft 
abittings;  and  in  the  acarce  yeara  of  1800  and  1801  tboy 
Mnoonled,  in-  one  parish,  to  lwe»ty-nine'iMtlinga  on  the  poanA 
The  total  wm  raised  by  the  peor^  rate,  "  and  other  rate,  or  imlaa, 
within  Uie  year  ending  Easter  IdOS,  was  imfiM.  10a.  6dL'^ 
The  nmnber  of  persons  relieved  from  the  poot^a  rate  permancMlly; 
cut  of  houses,  not  tndading  children,  was,  in  the  saaK  year; 
6539.  Ditto,  in  houses  1943.  The  number  of  friondly  aooietios^ 
iTt  th«  aame  time,  was  siicty-nme.  And  \%  nay  be  ramarkod, 
ttat  tiM-  annual  interest,  or  produce,  of  monied  chentdHe  do- 
nations, incidental  to  the  connty,  was,  in  1786,  the  sum  ef 
7061.  13b.  3d. ;  and  that  arising  from  land  33471.  2s.  lid.  Ao* 
cording  to  tbte  returns  made  to  Parliament  in  1§03;  the  avenge 
of  the  poor's  rates  of  the  county  was  4s.  8d.  in  the  pound;  and  it 
ifr  usual,  in  most  parts  of  Oxferdshiit^,  to  levy  the  rate  on  tiie 
lack-rental. 

MODES  OF  TENURE,  ESTATES^  PRICE  OF  LIJfD,  &C 

No  variety  occurs  from  the  mode  of  tenures  prevalent  ftrongft 
the  south  of  England,  unless  that  arising  from  the  fr^uency  of 
church  and  college  leases.  The  fine  iisoal  on  a  renewal  of  this 
species  of  tenure  is  a  sum  equal  to  the  amount  of  rent  for  the 
term  of  one  year  and  a  half ;  but,  in  some  instances,  the  rent  it* 
self  is  raised  on  the  expiration  of  a  lease.  There  are  to  be  fonud, 
in  the  northern  parts  of  the  county,  many  of  that  moderate  and 
comfortable  class  of  landholders  termed  yeomen :  persons  who 
have  a  patrimony  of  some  four  or  five  hundred  acres,  and  hold 
9  the 
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ike  chief  part  ui  ttieir  ow»  fcands :  thus  tttainifi^,  fcy  neaiMr  of 
Mie  posaemofl,  ttie  irMNNit  blenings  of  health,  ftmte,  Bj»i.te$i 
ploMlj.  Ift  e?erj  part  of  tho  county  many  small  proprietonr  art 
likewiae  to  be  met;  mee  trho  either  are  reKea  of  the  andeni 
yeomanry;,  a  race  presamed  eonaequential  if  inheriting  a  stngfe 
htmdred  of  aeies^  or  who  hare  been  enabled  to  p«rchase  amall 
raagfcs  of  land,  by  the  exercise  of  rural  or  commercial  industry. 
Bttt  the  balk  of  Oxfordshire  is  not  Tested  ifn  sach  moderate  pro* 
prletors  as  the  preoedhif .  "  There  is  one  estate  thtit  pmdncei 
SQ,OOOL  a  year,  on  ike  table  r  one  of  12,0001. ;  one  of  7fiM,  i 
one  of  6,O0OL ;  one  of  d,dOOI. ;  two  of  4,0061. ;  and  several  Of 
above  ^OOOL^'*  The  general  mode  of  estimating  the  ralti^  of 
land  is  to  place  it  at  twenty^si^L  years'  purchase.  Thus,  at  a  hit 
reiit»  it  will  produce  diout  three  and  a  half  per  cent  on  the  mo^ 
neyhiTeoled. 


Tke  Primcipal  LeandhoUers,  when  the  Survey  was  made  &y 
order  of  WilUam  /.  are  thus  noted  m  Domesday  Book:\    . 


King  WiWam. 
Arehbiahop  of  Canterbnrjr. 
BMop  of  Winchester. 
Bishop  of  Saltsbnry. 
Bisbop  of  Exeter. 
Bisbop  of  Lincoln. 
Bishop  of  Baienx. 
Bishop  of  Lisieux. 
Abbey  of  Abingdon. 
Abbey  of  Battel. 
Abbey  of  Wmcheeombe. 
Abbey  of  Praiellis. 
Cimrdi  of  Si.  Denys  of  Poris. 
Caaon  of  Oxford,  and  other 
Ciefks. 


Earl  Hugh. 
Earl  of  Moretott. 
Earl  of  fiureux. 
EarlAnbery. 
Earl  Eustace. 
Walter  Gifard. 
William,  son  of  Ansenlf. 
William  de  Warene. 
WiNlanrPeverel. 
Henry  de  Fereires. 
Hugh  de  Bolebech. 
Hngh  de  Ivry. 
Robert  do  SUdibrd. 
Robert  de  Oilgi. 
Roger  de-lYiy.. 


Ralph 


•  Agrtc.  Rep.  p.  16. 
•  Vide  Bawdwen*!  «  Translation  of  the  Record  called  Dometday,"  &c. 
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Balpb  de  liortemer. 
Ralph  PevereL 
Richard  de  Curei. 
Richard  Poingiaud. 
Berenger  de  Todeni. 
Milo  Crispin. 
Wido  de  Reinbodcurth. 
Gilo,  brother  of  Ansculf. 
Gilbert  de  Gaunt 
Geoffry  de  Mandevile. 
Eroalf  de  Heading. 
Edward  de  Sarisberic. 
Swain,  the  Sheriff. 
Alared,  grandson  of  Wigot. 
Wido  de  Oilgi. 
Walter  Ponz. 


WiUtam  Leiuie. 

WiUiam,  son  of  Maane. 

Ilbod,  brother  of  Em.  de  Hmk 

ding. 
Reinbald. 

Robert,  son  of  Mardrac. 
Osbum  Gifard. 
Benzelin. 
Countess  Judith. 
Christina. 

The  wife  of  Roger  de  I? ri* 
Haseoit  Musard. 
TurcbiU. 
Rich.  lugania,  and  servants  of 

the  Kiug. 
Land  of  Earl  William. 


The  chief  LandhoUers  of  the  present  period,  findependenify 
•f  the  Church,  and  different  Corporate  Bodies  of  the  Uns- 
versify, J  will  be  found  among  the  Families  named  as  PrO" 
prietors,  or  occupiers,  of 

THE  MOST  REMARKABLE  SEATS  IN  THE  COUNTY. 

Adwetl   •••••.••••..  Mrs.  /ones,  resident. 

Aston  Rouant John  Caillaud,  Esq. 

Blenheim     ••« His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Marlborough. 

Blandford  Park  .••...  Duke  of  Marlborough;  but  used  as  a 

hunting-seat  by  the  Duke  of  Beaufort. 

Bampton  House  ..«••• Whitaker,  Esq. 

Bletchingdon  ••••••..  Arthur  Annesley,  Esq.  resident. 

Bnrford John  Lenthall,  Esq.  resident 

Bicester John  Coker,  Esq.  resident. 

Broughton  ......••••  George  Caswall,  Esq. 

Baldoii    Lady  Willoughby,  resident. 

Bright- 
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Brightvell  ••••• Williavi  Lowndes  Stone,  Esq.  rendent 

Beoungton    ••••••••  Mrs.  Barington^  resident. 

Bfitwell  Prior Thomas  Weld/Esq.  proprietor :  tiie  man« 

sion  is  inhabited  by  Nuns. 
Badgnoor  •..••.*•••  .Joseph  Grote,  Esq.  resident 

Bolney  Conrt ••  — ~  Hodges,  Esq.  proprietor.  ^ 

Cornwell ••• F^ncis  Peny ston,  Esq.  resident. 

CJhadlington   ••••••••  John  Jones,  Esq.  resident 

Chesterton  (Great)....  J.  Hailey,  Esq. 

Colhaa  ..a. ...•••.  Jdin  Philips,  Esq.  resident. 

Coddesdon  Pdaee  ....  Bishop  of  Oxford. 

Coomb  Lodge •  Samuel  Gardiner,  Esq.  resident. 

CrowsleyPariL   ....J.  John  Atkins  Wright^  Esq.  resident 

Csne-End William  Vanderstegen,  Esq.  resident 

Chiselhampton       •  •  •  •  Robert  Peers,  Esq.  resident 

DitchleyParii Lord  Viscount  Dillon. 

Ensham  Hall Colonel  Thomas  Parker,  resident 

Gljmpton       ••......  Uoyd  Wheate,  Esq.  resident 

Grove  Cottage      ....  Richard  Davis,  Esq.  resident 

Gould's  Heath       ••••  George  Davis,  Esq.  resident 

Gfey's  Court ........  Lady  Stapleton,  resident 

Heythorp       ..•...••  Earl  of  Shrewsbury. 
Hardwick       ...*•.••  P.L.  Powy s,  Esq.  resident 
Hsrpeden       ••.••••.  Thomas  Hall,  Esq.  resident 

Bolton  PariL  •.••••..  Edmund Bisooe,  Esq.  resident 

Ipsden    ............  John  Read,  Esq.  resident. 

io>'oe  Grove .«•  Thooms  Toovey,  Esq.  resident 

Kirtlmgton  Park  ....   Sir  Henry  Watkin  Dashwood,  Bart.  re« 
sident 

Kmgsion  Blount Richard  Clerke,  Esq. 

Lilllngston  LovoU  .^..  Darell,  Esq. 

little  Basely  Court  ..  The  Hon.  Andrew  Foley,  resident 
Jfiddleloii  Stooey  ....  Earl  of  Jersey,  resident 

Hsagewell Bishop  of  Durham. 

Jfaplediirlim  ........  Michael  Bkmat,  Esq.  resident 

Vot..  XIL  E  North 


oQcmftoraiftE. 


Balpb  de  lioriemar. 
Ralph  Peverd. 
Richard  de  Curci. 
Richard  Poiiigiaud. 
Berenger  de  Todeni. 
Milo  Crispin. 
Wido  de  Reinbodcurth. 
Gilo,  brother  of  Ansculf. 
Gilbert  de  Gaunt 
Geoffry  de  Mandevile. 
Emulf  de  Heading. 
Edward  de  Sarisberic. 
Swain,  the  Sheriff. 
Aimed,  grandaon  of  Wigot. 
Wido  de  Oilgi. 
Walter  Ponz. 


William  Leiuie. 

WittiaiD,  Bon  of  Maane. 

Ilbod,  brother  of  Em.  de  Hmk 

ding. 
Reinbald. 

Robert,  son  of  Murdrac. 
Oabum  GiAurd. 
Benzelin. 
Countess  Judith. 
Christina. 

The  wife  of  Roger  de  Ivri* 
HasGoit  Musard. 
Turcbiil. 
Rich.  lugania,  and  senranta  of 

the  Kiug. 
Land  of  Earl  William. 


The  chief  Landholders  at  the  present  period,  findependentfy 
of  the  Church,  and  different  Corporate  Bodies  of  the  Urns* 
versity,J  will  be  found  among  the  Families  named  as  Pro* 
prietors,  or  occupiers,  of 

THE  MOST  REMARKABLE  SEATS  IN  THE  COt'NTY. 

Adwell   •••••..••••.  Mrs.  Jones,  resident. 

Aston  Rouant. .  • John  Caillaud,  Esq. 

Blenheim     His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Marlborough. 

Blandford  Park  ......  Duke  of  Marlborough;  but  used  aa  m 

hunting^seat  by  the  Duke  of  Beaufort. 

Bampton  House.. «••• Whitaker,  Esq. 

Bletchingdon Arthur  Annealey,  Esq.  resident. 

Burford John  Lenthall,  Esq.  resident 

Bicester John  Coker,  Esq.  resident. 

Broughton George  Caswall,  Esq. 

Baldoii    Lady  Willoughby,  resident. 

Bright- 
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BrightircB  .-••• WOImid  Lowndes  Stone,  Esq.  rerident 

Bensington     ••••••«•  Mrs.  Hmiigton,  resident. 

Bntwell Prior •»  Thomas  Weld^Esq.  proprietor:  tlie man* 

sion  is  inhabited  by  Nuns. 
Bsdgnoor  •.•...*•••  Joseph  Grote,  Esq.  resident 

Bolney  Covurt — ~  Hodges,  Esq.  proprietor.  ^ 

CorowelL.* Francis  Penyston,  Esq.  resident. 

Cbadlington  ••••••*•  John  Jones,  Esq.  resident 

Cbtsterton  (Great)....  J.  Hailey,  Esq. 

Colham  ..a*.......  Jdin  Philips,  Esq. resident. 

Coddesdon  Palace  ....  Bishop  of  Oxford. 

Coomb  Lodge. . Samnel  Gardiner,  Esq.  resident. 

Crowsley  Park   ...•••  John  Atkins  Wright,  Esq.  resident 

Cane-End  William  Vanderstegen,  Esq.  resident 

Cbisellmmpton       •...  Robert  Peers,  Esq.  resident 

DitcUeyPark ,  Lord  Viscount  Dillon. 

Bnsham  Hall Colonel  Thomas  Parker,  resident 

Gljmpton       •••«•...  Uoyd  Wheate,  Esq.  resident 
Grove  Cottage      ...•  Richard  Davis,  Esq.  resident 
Gould's  Heath       ••..  George  Davis,  Esq.  resident 
Grey's  Coort  ...••...  Lady  Stapleton,  resident 
Beythorp       ....••..  Earl  of  Shrewsbury. 

Hardwick       ••  P.L.  Powy s,  Esq.  resident 

Harpsden       ••.•••••  Thomas  Hall,  Esq.  resident 
Bolton  Park  ..•••..•  Edmnnd  Bisooe,  Esq.  resident 

Ipsden John  Read,  Esq.  resident. 

Joyce  Grove Thomas  Toovey,  Esq.  resident 

Kirtlington  Park  ....   Sir  Henry  Watkin  Dashwood,  Bart  re- 
sident. 
Kingston  Blonnt......  Richard  Clerke,  Esq. 

LiUingston  Lovell  .^..  Darell,  Esq. 

Little  Hssely  Conrt  ..  The  Hon.  Andrew  Foley,  resident 
MiddUoB  Stoaey  ....  Earl  of  Jersey,  resident 

Mongewdl      Bishop  of  Durham. 

Maplednrlmi Michael  Blount,  Esq.  resident. 
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BdpbdeMortemer. 
Ralph  Peverol. 
Richard  de  Curd. 
Richard  Poingiand. 
Berenger  de  Todeni. 
Milo  Criapio. 
Wido  de  Reinbodcurth. 
Gilo,  brother  of  Ansculf. 
Gilbert  de  Gaunt 
Geoffry  de  Mandevile. 
Eroalf  de  Heading. 
Edward  de  Sarisberic. 
Swain,  the  Sheriff. 
A  lured,  grandson  of  WigoL 
Wido  de  Oilgi. 
Walter  Ponz. 


William  Leiuie. 

WilliaiD,  son  of  Maaae. 

Ilbod,  brother  of  £m.  de  Hmk 

ding. 
Reinbald. 

Robert,  son  of  Mardrac. 
Oabum  Gi^eurd. 
Benzelin. 
Countess  Judith. 
Christina. 

The  wife  of  Roger  de  Ivri. 
Hasooit  Musard. 
TurcbiU. 
Rich.  lugania,  and  servants  of 

the  Kiug. 
Land  of  Earl  William. 


The  chief  Landholders  at  the  present  period,  f  independently 
of  the  Church,  and  different  Corporate  Bodies  of  the  Uni^ 
versitifj  will  be  found  among  the  Families  named  as  Pro* 
prietors,  or  occupiers,  of 

THE  MOST  REMARKABLE  SEATS  IN  THE  COUNTY. 

Adwell   •••••.•••••.  Mrs.  Jones,  resident. 

Aston  Rouant John  Caillaud,  Esq. 

Blenhei m     ••• His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Marlborough. 

Blandford  Park •  Duke  of  Marlborough;  but  used  as   a 

hunting-seat  by  the  Duke  of  Beanfort. 

Bampton  House  .•••••  -^—  Whitaker,  Esq. 

Bletchingdon Arthur  Annesley ,  Esq.  resident. 

Bnrford John  Lenthall,  Esq.  resident 

Bicester John  Coker,  Esq.  resident. 

Broughton  ••••..••••  George  Caswall,  Esq. 

Baldon    ...••••.•.».  Lady  W ilioughby,  resident. 

Bright- 
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Brightireft  ..••. WilUtm  Lowndes  Stone,  Esq.  rendent 

BeDBingUm     .•••.•••  Mrs.  Haringlon,  resident. 

Brilwdl  Prior •  .  »  Thomas  Weld/Esq.  proprietor :  tlio  man* 

sion  is  inhabited  by  Nuns. 
Badgmoor  .«.•...*•..  .Joseph  Grote,  Esq.  resident 
Bolney  Conrt  •.••••..  — —  Hodges,  Esq.  proprietor.  ^ 

Comwell Francis  Peoy ston,  Esq.  resident 

Chadlington   ••••••..  John  Jones,  Esq.  resident 

(}beaterton  (Great)....  J.  Hatley,  Esq. 

Colham  ..A.. ..••.•  Jdin  Philips,  Esq.  resident 

Cnddesdon  Pdace  ....  Bishop  of  Oxford. 

Coomb  Lodge.  .......  Samuel  Gardiner,  Esq.  resident. 

CrovsleyPark   ....J.  John  Atkins  Wright,  Esq.  resident 

Cane-End  William  Vanderstegen,  Esq.  resident 

ChiseOmmpton       ••••  Robert  Peers,  Esq.  resident 

DitchleyPark Lord  Viscount  Dillon. 

Sttshjun  Hall Colonel  Thomas  Parker,  resident 

Gl^mpton       •..«•••.  Lloyd  Wheate,  Esq.  resident 
Grove  Cottage      ••••  Richard  Davis,  Esq.  resident 
Gould's  Heath       ..•«  George  Davis,  Esq.  resident 
Grey's  Conrt  ...••...  Lady  Stapleton,  resident 
Heyihmp       •...•.••  Earl  of  Shrewsbury. 
Hardwick       •••*...•  P.  L.  Powy s,  Esq.  resident 
Harpsden       ••..••••  Thomas  Hall,  Esq.  resident 
Bolton  Park  •...•.••  Edmund  Biscoe,  Esq.  resident. 
Ipsden    .....••..•«.  John  Read,  Esq.  resident. 
Joyce  Grove  .••••.••  Thomas  Toovey,  Esq.  resident 
Kbrtlington  Pari^  ••••   Sir  Henry  Watkin  Dashwood,  Bart  re« 
sident 

Kingston  Blount Richard  Clerke,  Esq. 

LiUingston  Lovell  .^..  Daiell,  Esq. 

Little  Hsaeiy  Conrt  ..  The  Hon.  Andrew  Foley,  resident 
M iddleloii  Stoney  ....  Earl  of  Jersey,  resident 

MottgvweU Bishop  of  Durham. 

Mapledorham • .  Miohael  Blount,  Esq.  resident. 
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Balpb  de  Hoiianer. 
Ralph  Peverol* 
Richard  de  Cureu 
Richard  Poingiand. 
Berenger  de  Todeni. 
Milo  Crispin. 
Wide  de  Reinbodcurih. 
Gilo,  brother  of  Ansculf. 
Gilbert  de  Gaunt 
Geoffry  de  Mandevile. 
Emolf  de  Heading. 
Edward  de  Sarisberic. 
Swain,  the  Sheriff. 
Aimed,  grandson  of  WigoL 
Wido  de  Oilgi. 
Walter  Ponz. 


William  Leiiric 

WittiaiD,  son  ci  Maaae. 

libod,  brother  of  Em.  de  Hmk 

ding. 
Reinbald. 

Robert^  son  of  Murdrac* 
Oabum  GiAird. 
Benzelin. 
Countess  Judith. 
Christina. 

The  wife  of  Roger  de  Ivri. 
Hascoit  Mttsard. 
Turchill. 
Rich.  lugania,  and  servants  of 

the  Kiug. 
Land  of  Earl  William. 


The  chief  Landholders  at  the  present  period,  findependentfy 
of  the  Church,  and  different  Corporate  Bodies  of  the  CM- 
versUy,J  will  be  found  among  the  Families  named  as  Pro* 
prietors,  or  occupiers,  of 

THE  MOST  REMARKABLE  SEATS  IN  THE  COUNTY. 

Adwell   •••••.•••.•.  Mrs.  /ones,  resident. 

Aston  Rouant.  •  • John  Caillaud,  Esq. 

Blenhei m     ••• His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Marlborough. 

Blandford  Park  .••...  Duke  of  Marlborough;  but  used  as  m 

hunting-seat  by  the  Duke  of  Beaufort. 

Bampton  House...... Whitaker,  Esq. 

Bletchingdon Arthur  Annesley,  Esq.  resident. 

Bnrford John  Lenthall,  Esq.  resident 

Bicester John  Coker,  Esq.  resident 

Broughton ..•  George  Caswall,  Esq. 

Baldoii    • Lady  Willoughby,  resident. 

Bright- 
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BngiitwcB  ..••« WOImid  Lowndes  Stone,  Esq.  rendent 

Bensington    .•••••••  Mrs.  Hvington,  resident 

Britwdl  Prior Thomas  Weld/Esq.  proprietor:  the man« 

sion  is  inhabited  by  Nuns. 
Sadgmoor  ..••..,•••  .Joseph  Grote,  Esq.  resident 
Rolney  Cimri  •••••.••  — *-  Hodges,  Esq.  proprietor.  ^ 

Coniwell.« Francis  Peoyston,  Esq.  resident 

Chadlington   ••• John  Jones,  Esq.  resident 

CbtsterUm  (Great)....  J.  Hailey,  Esq. 

Colham  ..a. ....•••  Jdin  Philips,  Esq.  resident 

Cnddesdon  Palaoe  ....  Bishop  of  Oxford. 

Coomb  Lodge •  •  Samael  Gardiner,  Esq.  resident. 

CrowsleyPark   ......  John  Atkins  Wright,  Esq.  resident 

Cane-End  •..••.••.•  William  Vanderstegen,  Esq.  resident 
Cfaisdhampton       ....  Robert  Peers,  Esq.  resident 

DitcUeyPark Lord  Visconnt  Dillon. 

Ensham  Hall .  * «  Colonel  Thomas  Parker,  resident 

Gl}mpton  •••.....  UoydWheate,  Esq.  resident 
Grove  Cottage  ....  Richard  Davis,  Esq.  resident 
Gould's  Heath       ....  George  Davis,  Esq.  resident 

Chey's  Coort Lady  Stapl^on,  resident 

Beythwp       ........  Earl  of  Shrewsbury. 

Hardwick       P.L.  Powy s,  Esq.  resident 

Harpsden       ••••••••  Thomas  Hall,  Esq.  resident 

HoUon  Park  •••••. .^  Edmund  Bisooe,  Esq.  resident 

Ipaden John  Read,  Esq.  resident 

Joyce  Grove  •••...••  Thooms  Toovey,  Esq.  resident 
Kortlington  Park  •••.   Sir  Henry  Watkin  Dashwood,  Bart  re# 

aidant. 
Kingston  Blonnt......  Richard  Clerke,  Esq. 

liUingston  Loveli  •*..  Daroll,  Esq. 

Little  Hasety  Court  ..  The  Hon.  Andrew  Foley,  resident 
M iddlelon  Stoney  ....  Earl  of  Jersey,  resident 
McBigewell     ..•«....  Bishop  of  Durham. 
Mapledorham  ••..••••  Michael  Bhmat,  Esq.  resident 
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Balpb  de  liortemer. 
Ralph  Peverol. 
Richard  de  Curei. 
Richard  Poingiaud. 
Berenger  de  Todeni. 
Milo  Crispin. 
Wide  de  Reinbodcurih. 
Gilo,  brother  of  Ansculf. 
Gilbert  de  Gaunt 
Geoffry  de  Mandevile. 
Eroalf  de  Heading. 
Edward  de  Sarisberic. 
Swain,  the  Sheriff. 
Alored,  grandaon  of  Wigot 
Wido  de  Oilgi. 
Walter  Ponz. 


William  Leliri«« 

WiUiam,  son  of  Maane. 

libod,  brother  of  Em.  de  Hmk 

ding. 
Reinbald, 

Robert,  son  of  Mordrac. 
Oabum  Giiard. 
Benzelin. 
Countess  Judith. 
Christina. 

The  wife  of  Roger  de  Ivri* 
Baseoit  Musard. 
TurchiU. 
Rich.  lugania,  and  servants  of 

the  Kiug. 
Land  of  Earl  William. 


The  chief  LandhoUers  at  the  present  period,  findependentfy 
•f  the  Church,  and  different  Corporate  Bodies  of  the  Vni» 
wrsitifj  will  be  found  among  the  FamUies  named  as  Pro- 
prietors,  or  occupiers,  of 

THE  MOST  REMARKABLE  SEATS  IN  THE  COUNTY. 

Adwell   •••...•.•••.  Mrs.  Jones,  resident. 

Aston  Rouant*  •••....  John  Caillaod,  Esq. 

Blenhki m     •••.•.••  His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Marlborough. 

Blandford  Park  ..«•..  Duke  of  Marlborough;  bat  used  as  m 

hunting-seat  by  the  Duke  of  Beaufort. 

Bampton  House.. •••• Whitaker,  Esq. 

Bletchingdon  ...••.»•  Arthur  Annesley,  Esq.  resident 

Bnrfbrd John  Lenthall,  Esq.  resident 

Bicester ••••••  John  Coker,  Esq.  resident. 

Broughton «.,  George  Caswall,  Esq. 

Baldon Lady  Willoughby,  resident. 

Bright- 
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Briglitircft WUIimd  Lowndes  Stone^  Es^.  rendent 

Beniingloii    .••••••.  Mrs.  Hariiigtoii,  resident. 

Britvell  Prior •  Thomas  Weld/Esq.  proprietor:  theman* 

sion  is  inhabited  by  Nuns. 
BadgflMM>r  ...••.*•••  .Joseph  Grote,  Esq.  resident 

Bolney  Conrt — ~  Hodges,  Esq.  proprietor.  ^ 

Comwell. Francis  Peoyston,  Esq.  resident 

Chadlington John  Jones,  Esq.  resident 

CbesterUm  (Great).. ..  J.  Hatley,  Esq. 

Colham  ..a. .•••••.  Jdin  Philips,  Esq.  resident 

Cttddesdon  Palaoe  ....  Bishop  of  Oxford. 

Coomb  Lodge.. ......  Samael  Gardiner,  Esq.  resident. 

CrowsleyPark   •••..^.  John  Atkins  Wright,  Esq.  resident 

Cane^End William  Vanderstegen,  Esq.  resident. 

Chisdhampton       ....  Robert  Peers,  Esq.  resident 

DitchleyPark Lord  Viscount  Dillon. 

Bnsham  Hall «  Colonel  Thooras  Pari^er,  resident 

Gl}  mpton       ..,....•  Lloyd  Wheate,  Esq.  resident 

Grofe  Cottage      ....  Richard  Davis,  Esq.  resident 

Gould's  Heath       ....  George  Davis,  Esq.  resident 

Grey's  Conrt ........  Lady  Stapleton,  resident 

Beythorp       ••..•••.  Earl  of  Shrewsbury. 

Hard  wick       P.  L.  Powy  s,  Esq.  resident 

Harpsden       ....••••  Thomas  Hall,  Esq.  resident 

HoUon  Park  •.•••.••  Edmund  Biscoe,  Esq.  resident 
Ipsden     ............  John  Read,  Esq.  resident. 

Joyoe  Grove  •.•••.«•  Thooms  Tooyey,  Esq.  resident 
Kirdu^g:ton  Ptek  ....   Sir  Heury  Watkin  Dashwood,  Bart  re^ 

sident 
Kingston  Blount.. ....  Richard  Clerke,  Esq. 

LillittgBtooLovell.^..  DaKU,£sq. 

Little  Basely  Conrt  ..  The  Hon.  Andrew  Foley,  resident 
Middletoa  Stoney  ....  Earl  of  Jersey,  resident 
Masigeweil     •.•••...  Bishop  of  Durham. 

Mapiednrbam •  .  •  Michael  Blouat,  Esq.  resident. 
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Bftlph  de  liortaaier. 
Ralph  Peverd. 
Richard  de  Carcu 
Richard  Puingiaud. 
Berenger  de  Todeni. 
Milo  Criapiu. 
Wido  de  Reinbodcurth. 
Gilo,  brother  of  Ansculf. 
Gilbert  de  Gaunt 
Geoffry  de  Mandevile. 
Emolf  de  Heading. 
Edward  de  Sarisberic. 
Swain,  the  Sheriff. 
Alored,  grandaon  of  Wigot. 
Wido  de  Oilgi. 
Walter  Ponz. 


Wilitam  Leiiriff. 
Wittiam,  aon  of  Maime. 
Ilbod,  brother  of  Em.  de  Em- 

ding. 
Reinbald. 

Robert,  aon  of  Mwdrac. 
Oabum  Gifard. 
Benzelin. 
CouBtesa  Judith. 
Chriatina. 

The  wife  of  Roger  de  IvH. 
Hascoit  Moaard. 
Tarchill. 
Rich.  lugania,  and  aervanta  of 

the  Kiug. 
Land  of  Earl  William. 


The  chief  Landholders  at  the  preeent  period,  (independentlf 
of  the  Church,  and  d&fferent  Corporate  Bodies  of  the  Ihi- 
versitjfj  will  be  found  among  the  Families  named  as  Pro* 
prietors,  or  occupiers,  of 

THE  HOST  REMARKABLE  SEATS  IN  THE  COUNTY. 

Adwell   •••••••••••.  Mrs.  Jonea^  resident. 

Aaton  Rouant •  •  • John  Cailland,  Esq. 

Blenhki m     •.•.••••  His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Marlborough. 

Blaudford  Park  •••••.  Duke  of  Marlborough;  bat  used  as  a 

hunting-seat  by  the  Duke  of  Beaufort. 

Bampton  House • Whitaker,  Esq. 

Bletchingdon  •.••...•  Arthur  Annealey ,  Esq.  resident. 

Burford « John  Lenthall,  Eaq.  resident. 

Bicester John  Coker,  Esq.  resident. 

Brough ton  •• «••  George  Cas wall,  Esq. 

Baldoii    ••  Lady  Willoughby,  resident. 

Bright- 
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finghtvflll  ...••, WiUiftoi  Lowndes  Stone,  Es^  rerident 

BeDsingtoii    •«••••••  Mrs.  Harington,  resident. 

Britwdl  Prior Thomas  Weld/Esq.  proprietor:  the  man- 
sion is  inhabited  by  Nuns. 
Badgmoor  •—..*••.  .Josq^h  Grote,  Esq.  resident 
Bolney  Court  ••••••.•  — — *  Hodges,  Esq.  proprietor.  ^ 

CcMnwell.. Francis  Penysion,  Esq.  resident, 

Chadlington   •••••.••  John  Jooes,  Esq.  resident 
Chesterton  (Great)....  J.  Hailey,  Esq. 

Colbam  ..^ .•  John  Philips,  Esq.  resident 

Cuddesdon  Palaoe  ....  Bishop  of  Oxford. 

Coomb  Lodge.  .....••  Samnel  Gardiner,  Esq.  resident. 

CrowsleyPark   ....J.  John  Atkins  Wright,  Esq.  resident 

Cane-End  William  Yanderstegen,  Esq.  resident. 

Cfaiaelhnmpton       •••.  Robert  Peers,  Esq.  resident 

Ditchley  Purk ,  Lord  Viscount  Dillon. 

Ettsham  Hall •  Colonel  Thomas  Parker,  resident 

OjmpVHi       ..,«•..•  Lloyd  Wheate,  Esq.  resident 
Grove  Cottage      ...•  Richard  Davis,  Esq.  resident 
GonM's  Heath       ....  George  Davis,  Esq.  resident 
Grey's  Conrt  ...•••••  Lady  Stapleton,  resident 

Heythorp       .•  Earl  of  Shrewsbury. 

Hard  wick       ...»••.•  P.  L.  Powys,  Esq.  resident 
Harpoden       •...••••  Thomas  Hall,  Esq.  resident 
Helton  Paik  •.•••.••  Edmnnd  Biscoe,  Esq.  resident 

Ipeden John  Read,  Esq.  resident. 

Joyce  Grove  ...••.••  Thonms  Too vey,  Esq.  resident 
K0tfii^;ton  Park  ..••   Sir  Henry  Watkin  Dashwood,  Bart  re* 

sident 
Kingston  Blonnt......  Richard  Gierke,  Esq. 

Lillingston  Lovell  .«..  Daiell,  Esq. 

Little  Hasely  Conrt  ..  The  Hon.  Andrew  Foley,  resident 
Middlelon  Stoney  ....  Earl  of  Jersey,  resident 

MoBgewell Bishop  of  Durham. 

MapledorbaB  •..••..«  Michael Bhmat,  Esq*  resident 
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Balph  de  Biorlemer. 
Ralph  Peverd. 
Richard  de  Curcu 
Richard  Poingiaud. 
Berenger  de  Todeni. 
Milo  Crispin. 
Wido  de  Reinbodcurth. 
Qilo,  brother  of  Ansculf. 
Gilbert  de  Gaunt 
Geoffry  de  Mandevile. 
Emolfde  Heading. 
Edward  de  Sarisberic. 
Swain,  the  Sheriff. 
Alured,  grandaon  of  Wigot 
Wido  de  Oilgi. 
Walter  Ponz. 


William  Leiiri«* 

WiUiam,  aon  of  Maime. 

Ilbod,  brother  of  £m.  de  Bea- 
ding. 

Reinbald. 

Robert^  son  of  Mudrac. 

Oabum  Gifard. 

Benzelin. 

CouBtesB  Judith. 

Christina. 

The  wife  of  Roger  de  Ivri. 

Hasooit  Musard. 

Turchili. 

Rich.  lugania,  and  servants  of 
the  Kiug. 

Land  of  Earl  William. 


The  chief  Landholders  at  the  preant  period,  f  independently 
•f  the  Church,  and  different  Corporate  Bodies  of  the  Vni» 
menityj  will  he  found  among  the  FamUies  named  a$  Pro* 
prietors,  or  occupiers,  of 

THB  MOST  REMARKABLE  SEATS  IN  THE  COUNTY. 

Adwell   •••••.•••...  Mrs.  Jones^  resident. 

Aston  Rouant.  •  • John  Caillaud,  Esq. 

Blenhei m     ••••••••  His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Marlborough. 

Blaiidford  Park  ••.••.  Duke  of  Marlborough;  but  used  as  m 

hunting-seat  by  the  Duke  of  Beaufort. 

Bampton  House  ••••.• Whitaker,  Esq. 

Bletchingdon  ..••...•  Arthur  Anneatey,  Esq.  resident* 

Bnrford « John  Lenthall,  Esq.  resident 

Bicester John  Coker,  Esq.  resident. 

Broughton George  Cas wall^  Esq. 

Baldon Lady  Willoughby,  resident. 

Bright- 
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BrightvcA WiIUmd  Lowndes  Stone,  Es^  resident. 

Bensiagton    •«••••••  Mrs.  Harington^  resident. 

Britwell  Prior •  Thomas  Weld/Esq.  proprietor:  the  man- 
sion is  inhabited  by  Nuns. 
Badgnoor  .•••.•,•••  .Joaq^h  Grote,  Esq.  resident 
BolneyConrl  •»......  *-*-*  Hodges,  Esq.  proprietor.  ^ 

Comweil.  • Francis  Peoyston,  Esq.  resident. 

Chadlington   •• John  Jones,  Esq.  resident 

Chesterton  (Great).. ••  J.  Hailey,  Esq. 

Cnlham  ••  a.. ......  John  Philips,  Esq. resident 

Cnddesdon  Palaee  ....  Bishop  of  Oxford. 

Coomb  Lodge .  Samnei  Gardiner,  Esq.  resident. 

Crowsley  Park   •....^.  John  Atkins  Wright,  Esq.  resident 

Cane-End William  Yanderstegen,  Esq.  resident 

Chiaelhampton       ....  Robert  Peers,  Esq.  resident. 

IMtchleyPark Lord  Viscount  Dillon. 

Bnsham  Hall Colonel  Thomas  Parker,  resident 

Crl^mpton       ••..•...  Lloyd  Wheate,  Esq.  resident 
Grove  Cottage      ....  Richard  Davis,  Esq.  resident 
Gould's  Heath       ....  George  Davis,  Esq.  resident 
Grey's  Court  ..•••...  Lady  Stapleton,  resident 
Beythorp       ........  Earl  of  Shrewsbury. 

Hardwick       •  P.  L.  Powy s,  Esq.  resident 

Haipsden       ....••••  Thomas  Hall,  Esq.  resident 
Helton  Park  •••••.••  Edmund  Biseoe,  Esq.  resident 
Ipaden    ••.••.....•«  John  Read,  Esq.  resident. 
Joyoe  Grove  ••.•••••  Thomas  Toovey,  Esq.  resident 
Kirtlii^^lon  PariL  ..••   Sir  Henry  Watkin  Dashwood,  Bart,  re- 
sident 
Kingston  Blount.. •.••  Richard  Clerke,  Esq. 

LiUingston  Lovell  .«..  Darell,  Esq. 

Little  Handy  Court  ..  The  Hon.  Andrew  Foley,  resident 
Middldoa  Stoney  ....  Earl  of  Jersey,  resident 
Mongcwell     •.•••...  Bishop  of  Durham. 
Mapleiarbam  •.•••.••  Michael  Blonnt,  Esq.  resident 
VolXIL  £  North 


A)  oxtotumfliu. 

North  AstoB  ...« ••..  OldfieM  Bowles,  E8q[.reBid6iit. 
Nether  Kiddington ....  A  seat  of  the  Gore  iluaily. 

Newiiiig^n     George  White,  Esq.  resident. 

Neihercot Richard  Piittl  Jodiell,  Esq. 

Naneham  Park      ....  Earl  fif 'Hsrcoart. 

Roufiham        8ir  Charles  Cottrell  Dormer,  Bart,  (a 

minor.) 

RycotPark    Earl  of  Abingdon. 

Shiplake  Hill Lord  Mark  Kerr. 

Shipton  •• Lady  Read,  residenl. 

Shelswell -^  Harrison,  Esq.  resident. 

Shirbnm  Castle     ...«  Earl  of  Macclesfield. 

Stonor    •••• •••  Thomas  Stonor,  Esq.  resident. 

Stttdley  •.••........  Alexander  Croke,  Esq. 

Shotoyer • George  Sohutz,  Esq,  r^ident. 

Sooth  Leigh •  Colonel  Sibthorpe. 

Tew  Park      George  Frederic  Stratton,  Esii- 

Tackley  .••..••...•.  Lady  Smith  Gardiner. 

Tusmore ••  Willtain  Fermor,  Esq.  resident. 

Thame  Park Miss  Wykham,  resident 

Wroxton • Earl  of  Guildford. 

Wood  Eaton John  Wey land,  Esq.  resident. 

Water  Eaton  ....  '^,..  J6hn  Sawyer,  Esq. 

Water  Perry  •••••..•  Henry  Cnrzon,  Esq.  resident. 

Waterstock    William  Henry  Aehhnrst,  Esq.  resident. 

Wormsley       John  Pane,  Esq. 

Watlington  Park    ....  John  Henry  Tilson,  Esq. 
Walliscoto      •..•••••  John  Simeon,  Esq. 
Woodcote       ••-.•.••  Henry  Calverley  Cotton,  Esq. 

Wootton  . .  .^. Rev.  Dr.  Barkley. 

Wheatfield Lord  Charles  Spenoer,  resident 

In  number,  beauty,  aAd  magnificence  ofpuhUc  buildmgs  stnd 
private  Uructures,  Oxfordshire  at  least  powerfully  rivals,  and 
»ay»  prohably,  he  said  with  tmth  to  exceed  any  eonnty  in  Eng- 
land. 


hiid.  3lie  wmMftgt  of  cMtgMe  eMem  in  the  ^ity  of  (htfard 
ii  a  nchtKaMTfe^  aiiciftiit  art,  JimMt  the  boast «f  natives,  aidl 
the  atemUen  of  fureigBcrB.  The  palaoe  of  Slenheiin  is  wM. 
hvwnto  be  the  aMMtaiiinptnons  reajdeace  poseesoed  by  any  snb'^ 
ject  in  the  whole  of  4m  islwid  affluent  in  domestic  arebtteetare ; 
aad'lheiigh,  coB^wratiiiiely,  not  many  of  the  nobility  reside  in  tiie 
osaaty,  Ihe  .mawiona  iababitediby  those  few  are  of  a  seeondary 
AsyacteT  only  when  ooapared  a^tfa  that  angost  bniUing.  Jfhe 
Boals  flonatnnted  *by  ithe  gentry  are  ncunetfaas,  and  highly  Te- 
■pmisbie.  In<the  catalogne  eathibiled  to  King  James  1.  the 
onmber^f  xbarches  iniO^foiMiire  is  stated  to  bel96,  -of  iiliieh 
eight  J  Mghtwete  af<  the  description  lemed  appropriaie  ;^  bttt 
Gamdetttinahes  ihe.nnniberfeaQlling/lsiim>his  sort ey  to  be  not 
less  liian  .281.  Amimg  these  paroehial  ediiees  there  are  seme 
jatereating .  f pecimeiis  of  tlie  iSaocon,  ^amd  «any  ^e  ^namples  of 
the  English,  or  Gothic,  mode  of  architecture. 

Tiw'teiiity  jMTtlh  which  builltiig  materials ^tre^ioonned.eaases 
Ihe  habilatisfi<tf  agrkadtorials^.aad  all  other  pcfsans  in  the  aitd* 
dSe^laas  of  ttfe,:te'be«ommfldida8,  aobsliiitial,  and*agreerf)l^to 
tiie  eye.  The  aame  ahoodbnee  of  asaterial8''happily  bperate»tQ 
fte  IkMfitof  that  lowly  onler  whiohH  is  thetdnty  of  every  lasd- 
hokler  to.citoriah  as  .the  strtagfth  and  sinews  of  his  bereiMtaiy 
lighL  The  eoltagesftsnan^d^hy  risaticJaboarera  are,  in  general, 
aslidamlcoBffartafal^'AeireQmstanoe  not 'always  to  be  foMid'hi 
soaM.oo«ilMs,.w¥en.ia*the  aeighboaffaosid  *of  thegaudiest  msia-* 


The.caraslleOoe  of  >intennl  regnlalian  which  preraila  in  thia 
diHrici  asenm  evident  from  the  low  standard  of  the  ootMly  tdtm* 
Iheae.do.not  aoMrant,  on  an  average,  to  more  than ^me^oiioo 
ia  the  pound,  though  anew  gaol  has  been  baUt  at  jDi^oid  within 

£2  thh 

*  Soeh  MS,  bjr  the  authority  ot  the  Pope,  and  with  the  consent  of  the  king, 
aod  hnh9p  of  ihe  <lioeeieVwefe  -sOtttM  upon  inonasleriet,  bishopricB,  eol» 
(iOa,  and  ko»|>iials,  ,who»e  jrevemcs  were  butiSf^tU,  citWr  bcom^ltli^ 
ytn  bnilt  apon  their  ground,  or  were  granted  bj  the  lordi  of  the  manor. 
Cajiden,  concerning  the  division  of  Britain,  page  170. 

t  Googh*s  edition.  Vol.  If.        .11. 
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the  ImI  few  jtatn,  on  an  eminently  ap|irs|iriste  scnte.  The 
whole  of  Oxfordshire  ii  in  the  diocese  of  Oxford  and  proYince  0f 
Canterbury.  The  county  sends  nine  memberii  to  Pbrliamettt :  two 
for  the  shire,  two  for  tha  city,  two  for  the  nniversity,  two  for  tho 
town  of  Woodstock,  and  one  for  that  of  Banbury. 

The  TITLE  of  Eakl  of  Oxford  was  first  borne*  by  Sweyn, 
eidci^l  son  of  Godwin,  Earl  of  Kent,  on  whom  it  was  bestowed  by 
Kiag  Harold.  But  the  life  of  the  new-made  earl  waa  an  brief  as 
that  of  the  royal  donor.  Sweyn  had  held  the  earldom  in  cen- 
jnnction  with  tliose  of  Hereford,  Somerset,  Berks,  and  Glour 
cetiter.  Tlie  Empress  Maad  granted  it,  distinct,  ta  Alberk,  or 
Aubrey,  De  Vere,  in  whose  fiunily  it  was  retained  fer  many  oen-- 
toriea  And  here  it  is  necessary  to  obserre  that  the  De  Vere^ 
were  earls  of  the  ikire  of  Oxford,  and  had  specifically  granted  to 
them  the  tertiam  ifmorttim,  or  third  penny  of  the  pleas  of  the 
county. 

Many  of  the  De  Veres,  Earls  of  Oxford,  were  conspicuons  for 
gallantry,  for  loyalty,  and  that  magnificence  of  hospitable  spirii 
that  was  one  of  the  darling  virtues  of  the  times  in  which  they 
fiottrished.  But  few  noble  houses  furnished  moie  yklima  to  tho 
semi-barbarons  tenor  of  the  middle  ages.  Robert,  who  was'Eaii 
of  Oxford  in  the  reign  of  Richard  II.  was  one  of  the  distingoished 
&Tonrites  of  that  prince,  and  was  by  him  cteated  Marquis  of 
Dublin,  and  Duke  of  Ireland.  These  distinctions  did  not  foil  to 
raise  mnch  envy  among  many  hnmchea  of  the  ancient  nobility  ; 
and  some  refractory  barons  repaired  to  arms,  for  the  purpose  of 
bnqibling  the  king  through  the  destmction  of  his  fovourito.  The 
eferl  waa  not  backward  in  replying  to  their  hoalile  advance.  He 
met  ihem  at  Rmkat-brUge :  hot  his  force  was  speedily  rooted, 
and  be  was  fain  to  save  his  life  by  swimming  across  l;be  river  Isisw 
He  escaped  to  the  continent ;  but  died,  three  years  afterwards,  in 
Lorain,  his  death  being  occasioned  by  a  wound  received  from  a 
boar  which  he  held  in  chase.  His  corpse  was  conveyed  to  Eng- 
hod,  and  was  interred  at  the  priory  of  Colne  in  Essex,  whieli 

structure 
*  Except  as  to  the  vficUl  etrl^  or  consul*,  of  tho  Aoglo-Sason  ens. 
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■liicUic  had  been  feaoded  by  his  ancestor^  Alberic,  ihe&sl  earL 
The  king  attended  the  foneral  in  peraen ;  and  his  moBuaeni, 
whidi  possesses  much  beauty,  is  still  extant,  enriched  inth  the, 
effigies  of  himself  and  wife. 

.  In  the  dreadlnl  war  between  the  hoases  of  Lancaster  and  York 
the  De  Veres  were  fim  adherents  to  the  former  family ;  in  conse- 
ipieBce  of  which  strenuous  and  loyal  attachment  John,  Earl  of 
Oxford,  and  his  eldest  son,  Alberic,  were  beheaded  together,  by^ 
Oder  of  the  saugiiinary  Edward  lY.  on  Towerohill,  in  the  year 
1462,  John,  the  second  son  of  the  decapitated  peer,  now  soe- 
eeeded  to  the  title,  but  found  his  coroHet  a  barren  and  comfort* 
less  trophy.  His  estates  were  confseated,  himself  imprisoned 
for  twelve  years  in  the  castle  of  Hammes,  near  Calais,  and  his 
countess  (sister  to  the  potent  Earl  of  Warwick)  was  compelled 
to  soppmrt  existence  by  the  exercise  of  her  needle  I  This  was 
the  Earl  John,  who  accidentally  caused  the  defeat  of  the  Lancas« 
trians  al  Bamet  A  thick  mist  penraded  the  field  atithe  com- 
mencement of  the  battle.  In  spite  of  the  confusion  created  by 
this  drcumstanee,  the  braye  Earl  beat  his  peculiar  opponents 
from  their  ground ;  but,  when  returning  to  the  assistance  of  War- 
wick, his  hrother-in-law,  the  fog  caused  a  mistake  of  fotal  ten- 
dency. The  device  oo  the  coats  of  Lord  Oxford's  soldiers  was  a 
radiated  star ;  and  that  worn  as  a  badge  by  the  partisans  of  the 
inimical  House  of  York  was  a  sun  with  rays.  In  the  dimness  of 
tiie  season  Lord  Warwick  mistook  tlie  emblem,  and  directed  a 
diaige  to  be  made  on  the  advancing  party  of  his  friends.  Ox- 
ford, suspecting  treachery,  fled  with  800  of  his  followers,  and 
the  day  was  in  consequence  lost ! 

The  earl,  however,  outlived  the  severity  of  fortune,  and  no 
trials  eodd  lessen  the  force  of  his  antipathy  towards  the  houso 
of  York.  He  was  a  principal  actor  in  the  combat  of  Bosworlh 
Fidd;  and  was,  for  services  there  performed,  restored  to  his  pes- 
sessions,  and  made  Lord  High  Admiral  of  England  by  Heury 
YIL    His  Lordship  died  in  the  fourth  year  of  King  Henry  YIII. 

E3  and 
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ami  lite  bdHed  «i  t&e  fctaiilj  foimdalibfi  ol  CoM.«  Iv  ( 
qlMM  of  the  dbath  of  Aubrey,  Earl' of  Oxfordshire,  mtbodt^nnl*' 
itMie,  in  the  year  IrTOS,  tUe  tille  becanke  extinet  in  the  lihe  ci 
the  De  Veres,  and  remains,  dormant  to  the  present*  da j.  But,  fi» 
the  year  1711,  Qaeen  Anne  bestowed  the  titvlar  honour  of  Eaii 
of  Oxford,  (that  is  to  say,  of  the  cify,  not  of  the  sKr^J,  iit 
tonjancUoh  i^ith'  that  of  Mkirtimor,  on  Robert  HwrUy,  lord-  higlr 
treasurer. 

^  The  family  of  this  eminent  statennarf  took  name  from  the  to%» 
of  Hailey,  in  Shropshire,  whet^  they  were  seated*  before  the  eh« 
trsnoe  of  William  die  Conqneror.  Sir  Williaai  De  Hurley,  i4i9 
possessed  die  lonbhip  of  the  paternal  raakior  at  tfie  latter  phrt  of 
the  eleventh  ceatnry,  was  one  of  the  adTentoers  in  the  firvVex^* 
pedition  to  die  Holy-land',  and  was  signalised;  inrthe  opinion  of 


*  It  wM  thU  Earl  of  Oxfoid  whom  the  c6ld-^loodcd  Henry  VIL  choM  fw 
the  nobleman  through  whoie  instance  be  would  at  once  add  to  the  store  of  his 
ooffers,  and  humble  the  temper  of  the  barons.  The  king  Tisited  Dc  Vcre  at  hia 
castle  of  flenninghani,  and  wa*  entertained  for  many  dajs  with  exuberant  hos- 
pitality. At  his  departure,  the  Earl's  tenants  and  rtrtainersi  to  the  number  of 
some  bond  reds,  ranged  themselves  in  tvro  lines,  clad  in  Hvery-coata  of  great 
magnificence.  After  pa«fang  throagh  thb  gorgeoes  chaimd^  King  Henrt  said 
fb  his  entertainer,  '<  My  Lofd  1 1  have  heard  mach  of  your  hospitality  ;  bnl  I 
see  it  is  greater  than  the  speech.  These  hfodsome  gentlemen  and  yeomen  are^ 
•ure,  your  menial  servants  ?"  The  £arl  smiled,  and  said,  "  It  may  please 
yonr  Grace,  that  were  not  for  mine  ease  ;  they  are  most  of  them  my  re* 
tainers,  that  are  come  to  do  me  service  at  such  a  time  as  this,  and  chiefly  to 
see  your  Grace."  But  this  smile  and  inadvertent  speech  cost  the  Earl  dear. 
The  King  started,  contracted  his  brow,  and  said«  "  By  my  faith,  my  Lord  I 
I  thank  you  for  your  good  cheer,  but  I  may  not  endvre  to  have  my  fiiwa 
broken  in  my  sight.  My  attorney  must  speak  with  yon."  Tbe£ar^wae 
accordingly  prosecuted  for .  transgressing  the  law  against  retainers,  and  waa 
fain  to  compound  for  no  less  than  15,000  marks. — ^Tlie  edict  by  which  Henry 
restricted  the  barons  from  placing  their  badge  of  rogniaance  on  more  than  a 
certain  number  of  retainers,  was,  Sissoredly,  pollTkal ;  hot,  to  take  advan> 
tage  of  Uand  hnspitality,  and  to  make  bis  great  friend  (die  man  who  Had 
aaifered  so  much  in  the  Lancastrian  causa)  the  drst  victim  to  his  unrelenting 
policy,  wai  a  proof  of  frigid  ingratitude  that  cannot  be  too  severely  reprobated. 


of  wliidi  wMx^vmm^  Uxb  Kjnghtibood  of  die 
I  fciuided  *.  Mitooln  4e  Htrby,  a  deaoeu^nl,  w»8 
efa^laiftto  Ednttid  I.  Mid  likewise  popmied  t}ie  Y^duafak  ofioe  of 
eidieilDr  on  ibis  tide  Trent  to  that  Hwnai^cb.  The  eld^  brotiiar, 
Sv  Kicfaord  Hniisy,  vas  gwatly  aervioeable  to  the  aaa>e  king  ip 
bift  Switioh  vnn,  and  was  ckoaen  one  of  tbe  repieseiitatives  for 
the  osMly  of  Salop  in  several  sucoeesWe  paritaoMAls.  His  oldest 
i9ii»  Sir  Robert,  acqaived  JSramptan  Castle  (a  seaA  tbut  lies  been 
tbe  lesidcnee  of  niMiy  of  bis  descendanlsj  by  an  intermarriage 
vitb  tbe  firntly  of  Brian  de  Biaroiiton.  Sir  Brian  Harley,  se- 
mtA  son  of  tbe  jaboTe-named  Sir  Robert,  fougbt  with  sneb  con- 
I  gdbintry  in  the  French  wars  of  Edward  III^  that  be  was 
by  tiie  Black  IVince  for  a  vacancy  in  the  order  of 
Ike  Gftffter;  bnt  be  died  before  bis  election.  In  tbe  reign  of 
Beary  IV.  Bryan  Barley,  Eaq.  the  son  of  Sir  Brian^  was  go- 
Yemer  of  Montgomery  and  Dohrerin  Oastlesy  whioh  he  defended 
with  so  aueb  brav^  against  Owen  Glendower,  Uiat  be  was  ho* 
■smed  by  being  allowed  to  change  tbe  fiuuly  erest,  (a  bnek's 
besd  proper^  to  a  lion  lampant^  gnles^  issaing  out  of  a  tsiwer. 
tiipM-toweied,  pioper.  Tbiongh  snoceeding  generations  the  fii- 
inly  leaiained  conspaenons  for  brayory  and  patriotism,  and  became, 
by  nrisna  naifiages,  allied  to  some  itf  tbe  oUest  and  most  noU^ 
Usod  in  the  kingdom,  in  tbe  CiwmwelHan  war  the  loyalty  and 
bigb  spirit  of  tbe  HarleyB  were  eiiinently  exhibited.  It  was  in 
tbis  stmggk  that  one  of  tbe  family,  while  fighting  at  tbe  bead 
ef  a  regiment  of  horse  raised  by  himself  received  a  musket*ball, 
nbicb  be  bore  in  his  body  for  the  long  term  of  fifty  •eight  yeam. 
On  tbe  Restoration,  tbe  services  of  this  gentleman  were  dnly  ap- 
pmiated.  He  was  oflfared  a  peen^  by  Charles  II.  but  this 
bonoor  he  modeatfy  defined,  sayiog,  that  *'  if  he  accepted  it, 
bii  leal  and  services  for  the  restoration  of  tbe  ancient  govera- 
BMot  might  be  represented  as  proceeding  from  ambition  rather 
tbanoanieienoe/' 

£  4  Robert 

*  Pltyftir't  British  Family  Antiquity,  p,  387. 


BoieH  Hmrhjf,  aftenrardft  Earl  of  Oxfoid  and  I 
bora  in  Bow-atreet,  IxmdoD,  and  vaa  educated  at  a  primle  aohoDl, 
(that  of  the  Rev.  J.  Birch,  al  Sfallton,  near  Bnrfoid,  in  Oxlbid. 
abire,)  a  aeminary  ooncemiag  which  it  has  been  renariced  that  a 
Lord  High  Treasurer,  a  Lord  High  Ghanoelior,  a  Lord  Chief 
Justioe  of  the  Common  Pleas,  and  ten  Members  of  the  Houae  of 
Commons,  were  aU  ^contemporaries,  as  well  in  Parliament  an  at 
school !  Sddom  will  thhrteen  such  pnpik  sit»  at  one  time,  npon 
the  class  forms  of  a  private  estaUishmoit ! 

The  fature  earl  assisted  his  fatb^  in  raisittg  a  troop  of  hoiae, 
in  the  patriotical  interest,  al  the  period  of  the  great  Rerolntion ; 
and,  on  the  accession  of  William  and  Mary,  he  was  elected  mem* 
ber  of  Parliament  for  Tregony  in  Cornwall.  In  1701-2  he  was 
chosen  Speaker  of  the  Honse  of  Commons,  a  sitoation  which  he 
held  when  Qneen  Anne^came  to  the  crown.  In  1704  he  was 
awom  of  her  Majesty's  privy-council,  and  in  the  same  year  wm 
appointed  one  of  the  principal  secretariea  of  state,  retaining  at 
the  same  time  his  chair  as  Speaker  of  the  House*  In  1710  he 
was  constitnted  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  and  one  of  the 
Commissioners  of  the  Treasury.  It  waa  in  thia  year  that  bin  life 
was  exposed  to  the  danger  of  intended  assaasination.  While  sil- 
ting at  Whitehall,  as  member  of  the  committee  of  privy^coundl 
rappouted  to  examine  the  Marquis  de  Gowcard,  a  Wench  papist 
the  person  under  examination  suddenly  stabbed  htm  with  a  pes- 
knife  that  he  had  taken  from  the  clerk's  room  into  which  he  waa 
first  ushered.  In  the  irritation  and  hurry  of  the  minute  the  in- 
tended assassin  was  ^  roughly  handled  that  he  died  in  Newgala 
(to  which  prison  he  was  promptly  conveyed)  in  the  course  of  the 
ensuing  week.  Mr.  Harley  recovered  from  hia  woimd  after  a  ahovl 
confinement ;  and  the  House  of  Commons,  when  informed  thai  he 
would  speedily  appear  abroad,  resolved  to  shew  its  sense  of  his 
exalted  merits  by  a  formal  congratulation  on  his  escape  and 
recovery.  Accordingly,  when  he  entered  the  house,  the  Speaker 
addressed  to  him  a  feeling  and  complimentary  speech,  to  which 
lie  retuniud  a  suitable  answer.    It  was  in  consequence  of  this 
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vie  mitmockmumnh  that  ao  tet  of  PMUasent  waa  paased» 
it  Mony,  witlioiii  benefit  of  elergy,  for  asy  penon 
npt  tbe  IHe  of  a  privy-coaneellor  ib  the  ezecotioii  of  hia 
A  olanae  was  likewiae  inserted  for  the  indemnificatioii  of 
aD  tboae  who,  "  in  defending  Mr.  Hariey,  did  gi^e  any  woond 
er  hraiae  te  the  8iear  Goiscard,  whereby  he  received  his  death.'' 

In  1711  Mr.  Hariey  was  advanced  to  tbe  peerage,  by  the  style 
and  tittea  of  Baron  Hariey  of  Wigmore  in  the  oonnty  of  Here* 
find ;  Emrl  of  Oxford  and  Mortimer ;  with  remainder^  in  fiulore 
of  issne  male^  to  the  heirs  of  Sir  Robert  Hariey,  Knight  of  the 
Bath,  hia  grand&ther.  On  the  29th  of  May,  in  the  same  year^ 
her  Ifa^esty  conferred  upon  him  the  oflke  of  Lord  High  Trea- 
sarcr;  and  on  Uie  26th  of  October,  in  the  year  ensning,  he  was 
eieded  a  Knight-Companion  of  tbe  order  of  tbe  Garter.  Tbe  most 
able  heliDsman  has  seldom  possessed  power  to  rule  with  permanent 
SBCceas  the  stmrmy  sea  of  politics.  His  Lordship  resigned  office  on 
tbe^Tth  of  July,  1714,  jnst  five  days  before  tbe  death  of  the  royal 
mistrcaa  to  whom  he  had  proved  so  just  and  so  capable  a  servant. 
The  stoni  once  trimnphaat,  every  haad  was  ready  to  profit  by 
the  wreck.  Cabal  and  intrigue  pursued  their  revel;  and,  on 
Jnae  10,  1716,  the  Earl  was  impeached  by  the  House  of  Com- 
msBs  of  high  treason,  and  varioas  other  crimes  and  misdemeanors. 
In  ialy  he  was  conuntted  to  the  Tower,  and  snftred  confinement « 
far  nearly  two  years.  A  trial  then  took  place,  the  resnit  of  which 
was  an  hoaonrable  acquittal  by  his  Peers.  His  Lordship  died  io 
the  64tk  year  of  his  age,  A.  D.  1724.  We  are  compelled  to  wave 
sH  examination  of  his  political  conduct,  though  we  believe  that 
tach  a  scrotiny  would  tend  to  the  honor  of  hia  memory  ;  but  it  is 
iaposaible  to  avoid  reminding  the  reader  that  (in  direct  opposi- 
tkm  to  tbe  great  political  luminary  which  soon  after  appeared. 
Sir  Robert  Walpoie,)  he  was  the  patron  and  friend  of  those  lite* 
rary  men  oa  whom  the  polish  of  the  age  depended.  The  tributes 
of  Pope  appear  doubly  valuable  when  we  conaider  that  they  were 
tendered  in  opposition  to  the  wish  of  Lord  Boliagbroke,  a  noble- 
man who  too  often  obtained  an  ascendant  over  the  judgment  of 
that  writer. 

9  Edward 


.  Edward  Httiej,  the  aecowl  Earl,  ^rnaonl)!  MR  4 
pc«r.  His  Lordahip  mairiad  Henrietta  Gavendiiili  HoUea,  t 
ter  and  heir,  of  John  Hcdieaj,  Duke  of  Nearcaatfe  *  by  mktm  be 
kad  kaue  one  aan  aad  one  dan$hter.  He  died  in  1741,  aud  nas 
karied  in  WeatouBBter  Abbey.  Thia  Lord  made  aumy  vaiaaUe 
addilioaa  to  the  manuscripla  coUeeked  by  kta  noble  ldber»  eapt- 
ciatty  fiacb  aa  regard  tiie  History  and  .^ali^MtieB  of  England. 
aaMig  wbicb  ia  a  cuiioia  treasure  of  erigiaal  l^teaa  and  papers 
•f  state,  written  by  various  princes,  ateteamen,  aud  aebelan,  as 
well  foreign  as  aative.  This  iaesUaiabk  coUfection  wan  for  aome 
time  carafully  preserved  at  the  fomily  Loadau  reaidenee  ia  Do- 
vtr-6treet,  by  hia  widow ;  but  at  length  her  kdyahip  aecadad 
ta  the  streanoBs  wish  of  the  whole  literary  British  poblie,  aad 
allowed  that  Parliameat  ahoold  (in  1754)  pnrehaae  it  far  gaaecal 
isapeetion  and  benefit. 

Faam  iailore  of  male  iasue.  Earl  Edward  was  aaeeeeded  by  Ua 
aepbew, 

Edward,  the  third  Earl,  who  had  beea  elected  member  for  the 
ahire  of  Hereford  in  several  sessions  of  ParUamtiU.  Hia  Lord* 
ship  married,  in  1733,  MarUia,  eldeat  daughter  of  John  Morgan, 
laq.  of  Tredegar,  Monmouthshire,  by  wbieh  lady  he  had  thiwe 
eons ;  and,  dying  in  1765,  was  sncceeded  by 

Edward  Harley,  the  eldeat  son,  and  fourth  Earl.  Thia  Load 
nmrried,  in  1751,  Susannah,  eldest  daughter  of  William  Aichar, 
of  Welford  in  Berkshire,  Esq.  He  was  appointed  Lord  of  the 
Bed-chamber  soen  alUr  the  accession  of  his  present  Majesty ; 
and,  in  1766^  was  named  Lord^Lieutenant  of  the  county  of  Radaor. 
His  Lordship  died  in  1790,  without  heir-male. 

Edward,  the  fifth  and  present  Earl,  then  aueeeeded,  who  was 
nephew  to  the  preceding  Lord,  and  aon  to  the  late  Hon.  John 
Harley,  Bishop  of  Hereford.  His  Lordship  was  married,  at  the 
age  of  twenty-one,  to  Miss  Scott,  eldest  daughter  of  the  Rev. 
James  Scottj^  of  Itehin  in  Hampsliire. 

*  Play  fair's  Ftviljf  Antiqoiues,  5ic. 
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OXFORD, 


The  claMictl  and  splendid  netropolis  of  this  coonty;  is  seated 
on  a  gentle  elevaUon,  in  the  area  of  an  amphiUieatre  of  hills. 
The  tiytn  Isis  and  Chanrell  encompass  the  city  on  the  east^  the 
west,  and  the  south,  ornamenting  and  enriching  the  circumjacent 
valley  with  meadows  of  a  luxuriant  description,  while  the ''  wall 
of  hills/'  beforementioned,  shields  the  city  of  the  Muses  from  the 
winds  most  inimical  to  health  and  comfort. 

The  city  of  Oxford  presents  a  grand  and  interesting  qieclacle 
from  all  the  neighbouring  heights.  Its  spires,  its  towers,  and 
various  public  edifices,  display  the  triumph  of  learning  with  grater 
fal  magnificence ;  nor  is  the  eflbot  of  these  lessened  on  nearer 
inspection^  The  chief  approaches  to  Oxford  are  particularly 
good.  On  the  west,  the  city  is  entered  by  a  broad  and  excellent 
causeway,  that  proceeds  over  many  elegant  modem  bridges  of 
stone.  On  the  nortli,  the  traveller  finds,  as  he  passes  through 
St  Giles's,  a  well  built  street,  more  than  2000  feet  long, 
and  246  feet  broad,  in  which  are  two  churches,  and  several 
public  buildings,  besides  the  venerable  colleges  of  Balliol  and 
St.  John.  The  Bigh  Street  is  conspicuously  fine,  and  derives 
an  indescribable  interest  from  the  curved  direction  in  which  it  is 
formed.  Owing  to  this  circumstance,  a  fresh  display  of  arcfai* 
tectural  grandeur  takes  place  at  almost  eiery  step.  This  street 
is  well  paved,  and  its  sides  are  adorned  by  the  colleges  of 
VniversUy,  Qi$een%  and  All  S<mls.  The  embattled  tower  of 
Carfax  Church  ornaments  one  extremity,  and  a  bridge  of  tasteful 
construction,  in  addition  to  the  grand  and  lofty  pinnacles  of  Mag* 
dalen  College,  completes  the  prospect  at  the  opposite  termina- 
tion. TV  hile  contemplating  this  scene  we  readily  admit  the  words 
of  the  legitimate  University  Poet*,  to  convey  no  more  than 
gettuine  prosaic  truth : 

•'  Would 
•  Wanon. 
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*'  Would  Clio  seek  the  most  distiagotsli'd  seat» 
Molt  blest,  where  all  is  so  sobliroeijr  blest, 
That  with  saperior  grace  o'erlooks  the  rest ; 
like  a  rich  geniy  in  circling  gold  enshrin'd. 
Where  Isis*  waters  wind 

Along  the  sweetest  shore 
That  ever  felt  fair  Culture's  hands. 

Or  Springes  embroider'd  mantle  wore, 
I«o !  where  majestic  Oxford  stands." 

The  word  Oxfordshire  was  written  by  the  Saxons  OxjDspophycxgxt, 
and  atands,  in  Domesday  Book,  Oxenefordscire.  Leiand  has  la« 
haored  to  prove  that  the  original  of  the  name^  Oxford,  arose 
from  the  contignity  of  the  river  Ou$,  (in  Latin,  IsisJ  and  sup- 
poses that  the  ancient  town  was  denominated  Ousford.  Bnt  this 
bypotbeaia  appears  to  he  the  offspring  of  a  mere  love  of  novelty. 
We  are  not  aware  that  funy  writings  are  extant  in  which  the  word 
is  so  spelt.  In  all  probability  the  original  town  derived  ita  ap- 
pellation from  the  frequent  passage  of  oxen  over  the  adjacent 
rifeit;  and  Camden  appositely  observes,  that  other  nations  have 
bestowed  names  on  places  from  a  similar  inducement.  The  Gre- 
eiaas  had  their  Bo^horm,  and  the  Germans  their  Ochenfurt, 
apon  the  river  Oder,  both  simply  and  unequivocally  meaning  a 
/ord  of  o«€if. 

A  city  so  long  fiivoared  by  science  must  necessarily  be  anp- 
posed  to  have  engaged  the  attention  of  the  learned  in  every  age ; 
sad,  niso,  to  liave  afforded  continual  matter  for  those  conjectures 
of  the  earioas,  which  rather  amuse  the  fancy  than  convince  the 
aaderstanding.  The  writeni  concerning  the  antiquity  of  Oxford 
have  been  numerous,  and  they  have  gone  very  far  indeed  in  en- 
deavours to  beatow  on  'A  the  venerable  crust  of  a  remote  day.  By 
the  most  eonfideat  of  these  historians  it  is  asserted  that,  in  the 
yesr  one  thonaand  and  nine  before  Christ,  Memphric,  *'  king  of 
the  Britons,"  built  a  town  on  the  site  of  the  present  city.  This 
town  is  said  to  have  been  called  Caer-Memphric,  in  honour  of 
the  founder.    The  same  writer  (J.  Ross,  whom  Dugdale  terms  a 
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IffEMPHRICIO— CAER  MEMPKIC  dicta^   deMe  B£LL£6ITVJt«  for* 

son  a  Bello  monte  vicino,  postea  ridohen,  i.  e.  yadiiiii  Boxm, 
•  et  Gaer  vossa  (Bobso)  a  comite  quodamqui  floruit  tempore  actariit 
Oxford  was  &^  called  Mimbre  (ibis  being  Celtic^  or  British^  for 
MemphficXo  the  present  day;)  thea  Belle^iium,  froo^ftfrel^ 
mountain  near;  aAerwatds  Rid^k^,  implying,  in  the  Celtro'Iui« 
guage,  a  ford  of  oxen^  aud  Caer-vo6fi|i  (meaning  BossoJ  a  Mdliir 
Earl  that  flourished  in  the  time  of  Ksi^|^  Arthur/'  '^ ' 

This  statement  \a  credited,  and  rep^ti|8d,  by  Twyne,  RogOTs, 
Lewis,  Wood,  &c.  and  Dr  Stakdey  Udoxka  us  *  that^fae  ariginri 
town  was  built  on  tbe  west  end  i>f4kejH'69Wt  eity,  in  the  i|W|i ' 
ter  where  the  conitty  gaol  now  stonds. 

A  multiplication  of  modem  naineft  avaifa  little  with  tbei^ieioBn 
reader.  He  looks  singly  to 'the  sonroe  wtiente  priniary  kdonaa- 
tion  was  deriTed;  and,  when  he  inds  that  JBdte  enly  professed  to 
gain  intelligence  on  this  sali^et  <rom  certain  **  Welch,  M  Bntiaii 
books,^  which  are^  not  now 'to  be  inspect,  and  eoii«eming  ibe 
dates  6f  which  be  makes  no  mention,  iMe  rtltanoe  will  be  placed 
on  his  authority. 

Although  the  period  of  its  foundatiatt' cannot  be  satklactorify 
ascertained,  it  still  appears  that  a  large  assemblage  of  tmUdiiigs 
existed,  on  the  site  of  the  present  city,  in  the  .time  of  tke 
aboriginal  Britons.  ^  This  place  oHen  oocnrs  nader  the  old  British 
appellation  of  Caer  Pen  Hal-goit,  a  city,  or  town,  aitutte  a»«a 
eminence,  between  two  rivers,  and  adorned  with  woods.  Wjjhen 
AnluB  Plautias  entered  Britain,  by  eommand  of  the  SraptVor 
Claudius,  Oxford  is  saidf  to  '*  hwe  ivflbred  its  most^toAi* 
ble  downfal:  Inclytnm  Oxoninm  Romania  temporibuaydl.KTroa* 
Ins  vel  omnino  nihil  fuerit  nisi  Atf^OcAeyii,  rh.  Botphoi^ua-^iwe 
trajeciuB  Bourn.  The  once  renowned  eity  ofOxford,  in  the  ti^O 
of  the  Romans,  yrsm  reduced  to  the  form' of  a  littlOHrillage,  or  had 
nothinc:,  as  it  were,  kit  ofR  but  its  name«  and  serving  only  as 
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t  ferd  for  oxen  to  pass  over."    Adniittiiig  th»  to  be  canett, 
«e  mwt  believe  that  the  city  was  ratlier  abaDdoned  by  the 
Britons  than  destroyed  by  the  Romans,  sinee  it  has  been  shewn 
that  the  inraders  entered  into  a  ready  and  familiar  associatioii 
with  the  original  inhabitants  of  the  larger  parts  of  Oxfordshire, 
the  Doboni:  a  circnmstance  of  abandonment  that  appends  by  no 
neuis  anlikely  ;  for  the  Romans  fixed  their  chief  station  on  tbe 
eastern  part  of  the  county,  and  the  tributary  natives  may  reason- 
ably be  supposed  to  bare  flown  to  that  Beigfabourhood  for  shd^ 
ler.    AHboogh  Wood,  Lektnd,  and  many  other  autiqimries,  have 
eodeafoured  to  establish  it  as  an  opinion  that  Oxford,  "  like  a 
Phoenix,  rose  from  her  ashes,"  and  was  a  place  of  splendour  and 
notoriety  during  the  Roman  sway  in  England,  tbe  arguments 
i^hich  they  have  advanced  are  by  no  means*  conclusive.    It  is 
contended,  that  Ptolemy  distinguishes  Oxford,  though  he  mn* 
takes  its  mtoation,  and  calls  it  Calleva ;  but  there  is  no  mentiott 
of  it  in  the  Itinerary  of  Antoninus;  and  it  is  allowed  not  to  have 
formed,  at  any  era,  a  Roman  garrison-town.    When  the  Saxons 
eonmenced  their  ravc^es,  Oxford  fell  a  speedy  sacrifice,  and  is 
aiseited  by  Leland  "  to  have  been  reduced  by  hard  usage  to  a  vil- 
Uige,  having  little  more  to  boast  of  than  its  ancient  name/'    But, 
iftar  the  Saxons  had  effected  a  complete  conquest  of  the  island, 
they  restored  Oxford  to  its  former  respectability,  and  exchanged 
its  ancient  British  appellation  for  one  more  agreeable  to  their  own 
huiguage,  though  still  retaining  the  precise  meaning  of  tbe  origi- 
DsL    In  727,  the  city  gained  new  consequence  from  the  crecUon 
of  a  monastery,  which  was  founded  by  Didan,  Subregnlus,  or 
Earl,  of  Oxford.    This  monastic  structure  was  dedicated  to  the 
Holy  Trinity,  arid  the  founder  and  his  wife  were  both  interred 
Within  its  walls.    Fridiswida,  tlie  daughter  of  this  noble  pair, 
was  governess  of  the  monastery  so  founded ;  concerning  whom  is 
told  the  following  marvellous  tale :— ''  Algar,  Earl  of  Leicester, 
had  been  inflamed  with  the  love  of  this  lady,  and  coveted  her, 
though  sacred  and  forbidden,  for  his  wife.    On  her  concealing 
herself  ih)m  him  in  a  wood  at  Benson,  twelve  miles  from  Oxford, 
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the  city  ^as  threatened  with  destruction  by  fire^  on  efMidition  the 
vras  not  found.  Such  tyranny  and  presamption  could  not  escape^ 
Divine  vengeance ;  he  vaa  struck  blind  !  Hence  aroue  such  % 
dread  to  the  kings  of  Britain,  that  none  of  his  successors  dared 
enter  Oxford  for  some  time  after*''  * 

At  what  period  the  ''  kings  of  Britain"  were  first  enabled  to 
overcome  this  panic  we  are  not  informed ;  bat  the  Great  Alfred 
chose  the  city  for  the  residence  of  himself  and  his  three  sons.  He 
established  a  mint  at  Oxford,  and  the  money  there  coined  was 
termed  Ocsna/ordia,  He  is,  likewise,  supposed  to  have  effected 
a  more  important  establishment ;  and,  from  this  period,  the  an- 
nals of  learning  are  inseparably  blended  with  those  of  Oxford,  as 
U  city. 

Few  circumstances  have  caused  more  discussion  among  thci 
votaries  of  literature  than  the  precise  era  of  the  foundation  of 
TBB  UNIVERSITY.  Many  books  have  been  written  on  the  sub- 
ject, with  a  wasteful  prodigality  of  recondite  erudition.  Thomaa 
Key,  Master  of  University  College,  was  the  original  champion 
for  the  antiquity  of  Oxford ;  agunst  whom  Dr.  Caius  of  Cam- 
bridge entered  the  lists,  and  maintained  that  Oxford  was  qaoch' 
inferior,  in  point  of  age,  to  the  Sister  University.  The  question 
was  totally  unworthy  of  the  learning  and  labour  bestowed,  and 
has  long  been  put  to  rest  with  the  quibbles  of  Duns  Scotus,  and 
the  legend  of  St.  Fridiswida.  Some  of  the  &ntastical  writem 
who  entered  into  this  dispute  referred  the  origin  of  Oxford,  as  n 
seat  of  learning,  to  "  the  age  next  succeeding  the  destruction  of 
Troy.''—"  The  studies  of  literature  flourished  here,''  says  Mid 
dendorp, "  ever  since  those  excellent  philosophers,  with  the  Tro^ 
jans  coming  out  of  Greece,  under  the  command  of  Brute,  entered 
and  settled  in  Britain."  Others,  spmewbat  more  modest,  only 
wish  to  affirm  that  "  the  University  was  founded  by  Jrviragus^ 
a  British  king,  according  to  Juvenal,  under  the  reign  of  Doroitian^ 
about  seventy  years  after  our  Lord's  Incarnation."  Another  party^ 
with  greater  appearance  of  candour^  declines  to  mention  the  exact 
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feribd  of  its  ftaodatioii,  fc«t  stitt  it  of  opitfion  thai  it  took  place 
^  MMm  after  this  kiDgdom  was  converted  to  Christiaiiitj."  II 
%iH-be  «>birioiiB  tint  these  eoatroreitistt  afgoe  wHhoat  any  an- 
tkbiiUite  data,  and  merely  build  their  hypotheses  on  absaid 
taoakish  traditions. 

ETen  the  foondation  of  Oxford,  Its  a  ^lace  of  stody,  by  King 
Alfred,  has  afforded  room  for  dlscassion.  John  Ross,  tiie  histO'^ 
risB  befbie  mentioned)  who  li^ed  iik  the  tittle  of  Edward  lY.  as^ 
aerted  that, «'  when  the  Kibg  and  th^  Pdpe  had  suspended  all  the 
Vnkerriiiei  of  England,  Alfred  established,  within  this  city,  at 
hi*  swa  expense,  three  teachers  of  ^raitimar,  arts,  and  divinity, 
in  three  dilferent  places  \  one  in  the  High  Street,  towards  the 
eait  gate,  lor  twenty^ix  grammarians,  whieh^  for  tiie  iii^riority 
of  the  science^  was  to  be  called  lAtHe  Unh^enitf  Halt,  k  ikame 
it  rettkied  to  the  time  at -which  he  wrote ;  another  hatl>  toward4 
the  north  wait;  in  the  present  school  street;  for  twienty-mx  7o- 
gidaas,  or  philosophers,  called  Lasser  Unwtrsity  Hall;  attd  a 
tidid,  u  the  Bigh  Street,  ftear  the  first  hall,  for  twenty-six  di« 
rraes.  Sereral  other  haHs  arose,  shortly  after,  erected  by  th<i 
tttWBsmen,  in  imitation.  <tf  their  sovereign,  but  at  thdr  own 


When  Camden  published,  in  1d03,  his  edition  bf  Asnr  (the 
coBtemporary  and  biographer  of  King  Alfred)  there  appeared  a 
psngraph  corroborattYe  of  tiie  above  statement;  but  Gough,  ill 
Ui  Aservation  on  Camden's  account  of  Oxfordshire,  in  the  Bri* 
tisalli,  says,  '<  The  paragraph  from  Asser  was  not  in  that  older 
MS.  pablished  by  Archbishop  Fsrker,  1574;  nor  in  that  in  the 
Cottoaian  library,  since  burnt,  which  Wanley  dates  about  a  cen- 
torj  after  Asser.  The  manuscript  which  Camden  printed  has 
aerer  appeared  since ;  and  all  we  have,  in  favour  of  its  genuiue- 
tKSH,  is  an  affidavit  of  Twyne  to  Wood;  *  for  botli  Camden  and 
Tanner  thought  {t  no  older  than  Richard  the  Second's  time;  and 
Csaiden  may  have^poblished  it,  as  he  found  it,  without  any  pre- 
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fjfrtnmfi  if  th0j  ^1%  sd/' 

piKpcessly  s«^^  <'  the  Hjvtory  •f  Oxford  UnivflrBtly  pfwmf  4mf> 
lamfacit  de  Ea/frido  mentionem;"  but,  still,  bumt^  ei^ly  irfltW 
4vf]c^dit  tiiq«i^voc«Ny  asf^ribf  ||^  iOT|di^|i  qf ,  aelMiri^  at  Ox- 
f^  to  4iat  k}9g ;  ind  A99V  binM^  i*  Ar«bW*o|i  PwAier^B 
eofry^  »s  well  191  y»  IhM  of  Capd^n,  ii^pittt^  tite  eiv 
wlien.spfii^iqg  of  t)ie  i^narfemy  t^  which  Alfred  p«t  hie ; 
fon^  E^hdifef^,    . 

Acvordji^  tQ  tlte  editiop  ^f  J^^tr^  pqMifhcid  by  Ce^dep,  994 
▼ariim.  •^fccf  «l«*s*.  camnwiily  dwwcd  reqied«i|l#t  A16?d  dU 
f  i4^})ii8  wfco|9  y^arjly  iitje^s^  iifyM»  two  fait^;  af^^rwiidB  mb^ 
%i4ed  eae.  inff  ether  ponioiii,  and  then  ep^mpml^  the  ffM 
.Ihff^f  to  tdf  wuRteya^ee  of  his  e.0tF»l  es^Hisho^lt  The  o)4 
i^^H  of  ^  ^HQii^pt^  <jf  Wio^^ter  e?^  yenllyre  ••.  ftr  ap 
to  Bi^ne  Ihe  $i9it  prpfefseipe  in  th^  Univ^vsity  ;-<-''  1%  the  year 
otm^UlAim^it^  the  sfH^oad  year  of  8«,Gfri«*eU'«  «>swr 
ovfr  iiitg  Enylf nd,  the  Upiv^ity  ^  QsLford  lt«s  faukM.  IV 
^ciA  IWO>i^  ^ev^  a«A  Kwl^ri  iia  diviiiity,  weie  ^.  iVeef^  aa  ah* 
bet  and  eminent  Professor  of  Theology ;  and  Si.  Grimbaldj^  w^ 
eli^aeilt  and.nif^  fa^lent  'interpreter  of  the  Hely  Sqdptairea. 
Cfwam^  an4  rhetosii^  wer^  .teiight  h^  As9mns%  a  moakj  a  na^ 
ef  extraoipdinary  ^eanMii^,  I^W^^^  nmiicj  and  ar^thmel^iGji  were 
^  ^I  •/^^<a#  9  BMi^  P^  Si.  Davi4'^.'  Cfifm^/e^  aiid  astrnwiAj 
Wfve  professed  by  Joi^,  a  m^^  an^d  ^Ueagoe  of  St  GriaiMHt 
a.pi^  of  alfiTp  wit  and,  immea^  l^iewMg^-  These  lectaiSB 
were  o^^boinqare^ >v^h  th^  presea«e ^  ili^ most  iliustrijoiia aa4 
jnyii^ibJl^  ajio^aaa'chj  )(ing  AKrfd,  w^ose  memory,  to  every  jadicieaa 
taste,  aUall  bq  ^Wa^s  sweeter  tha,a  h<|np3i/' 
.  Accardiflg.^theswpeotj^dtaforof  Asser^  aa  he  is  presented 
i%  Camden's  edUui^,,^!^^  6r^  year  of  foaadattof)  pifoducad  a  oem- 
meiic<iKm|ea|  of  4is^ifaM^  asRpag  U)e  taaii^liM*  T|ie ''  old  si^ior 
buri^''  whom  Grimbald  found  nf,  Oxford  (by  which  tet«^>re  sanst, 

probably. 


jfdSbMf^  idkiHiltfia  Ike  kMied  num  MMiblttd  by  Alfred  frott 
wtioiii  fftUglMHi  iMlHttlioM)  disapproved  of  \Aa  Iaw«  and  fenmi 
of  iMMtig'.  •  'thlft'diiereiico  of  opinioo  Tom^od  wtllim  tole^lo* 
farUfOMtn  of  three  years;  bottheii  prodeoed  mich  Tio<^ 
1 4hat4be  king  repaired  in  person  to  Oxibrd^  and  lk« 
i  to  tM  aiatetnelit  (rf  botb  parlies  with  mucii  pattenee.  Ho 
fctfbow  to  jaake  any  peremptory*  decision,  bnt  exhorted  all  Ih^ 
OBlBpkthitfnlB  to  lay  aside  their  dispates,  and  to  lire  in  brotherly 
ooHeoN.*  The  pride  of  tirimbald  was  too  great  to  allow  of  his 
rtl^^ihf  to  Midi  infld  admonitions.  He  retired  to  the  monastery 
of  Winoheater^'to  w^oh  plaoe  be,  shortly  after,  eonteyed  a 
oeii^tapii  thil  hebad  Otased  to  be  prepared  for  bimsdf,  and  had 
dKfiiisUy  fl&od  in  a  Tanlt  onder  tiio  chancd  of  St.  Peter,  at  Ox^ 
IML  I»  eonle«ipt  of  the  iiyory  sustained  (rooi  thes6  dis- 
litoralare,  however,  fionrished  to  so  emineBt  a  digreo- 
the  IMei^  eare  of  AKiod,  that,  before  the  end  of^hia 
iko  had  the  hoooarabie  pride  of  saying"  that  all  hisbtshepa' 
mm  mmt  MM  by  prdalea  of  gftat  learning,  and  every  polpit  vk 
Bagiaad  fimiahod  with  a  good  praaoher.''  * 

B«l»  with  the  death  of  Hie  great  Alired,  the  pmperity  of  his 
SiUhiiaheNnt  for  the  diaseaiination  of  learning  faded.  Edward, 
his  ooB  and  aaec^iaor^  ttoiigh  he  had  received  a  careful  edncatton, 
Iht  genios  of  his  iUaAfions  fother.  The  progress  of 
depends  on  political  eMe;  and  Edward  was  notableto 
the  Indepeadenco  of  his  eonntry.  The  Danes  entered 
Bv^iittd  ia^  saeeesifel  muMtodes;  and  that  era  which  has  been 
s^^  ^  the  age  of !»»  for  its  barbarisoi  and  wickedness,  the  age 
of  lead  for  Ha  dalieas  and  stapidity,  and  the  age  of  darkness  for 
ito  hfadpsas  bxA  tgnoraace,''  todt  place. 

Is  the  year  ^79,  Oxford  was  bnmed  to  the  ground;  and,  in 
1008,  lh»  partially^renovated  city  eaperienced  the  same  fate. 
Yet  waa  the  temper  of  the  inhabitante  so  steady  and  persevering, 
that  (tdMi  "^  the  benevoleooe  of  nobles,  and  others  affected  to 
Isamlag/'  as  Wood  asserto,)  it  aoon  was,  in  some  measare,  re* 
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bipred.  But  it  remed  only  to  en^oaiMynr  b^fk  4iMs^d(;  Ut 
100^,  iS^vcin,  the  Dam3b  invaderj  aguia  plaoecL.fifebnitidf  i»  Kn^ 
City  i  the  aBstdiaats^  however,  departed  before  tb^  kavoe  lNiQamk» 
generfd,  and  the  flaoiea  were  extinguished.  A.  aoeno'  of  «b<Mribki< 
alaugbter  took  place  at  Oxford  in  the  year  101^,  The,  Oaa«a. 
had,  at  this  period,  effected  a  partial  nettlement  in  Tavioaa  dia-ir 
trioU  of  England,  and  King  Ethelrcd,  in  order  tOj.g«aiti^..f¥e> 
▼enge^  and  rid  himself  of  the  encroachers,  by  one  bloip,  of.  dri9a4'i 
fol  aaliKiiancy,  forwarded  letters  into  all  parts,  directing  hia  aub- 
jects  to  sacrifice  the  Daiies,  without  a  solitary  eKce^^tioo,  oi.  thft: 
day  dedicated  ta  the  Feast  of  St  Brice.  This  order  was  exft* 
outed  with  terrible  fidelity  at  Oxford.  No  rctgacd  was  paid  t^ 
aex  or  dignity.  Many  of  the  wretched  victims  4ed  to  ibe. 
churches,  in  hope  of  sanctuary;  but  were  tliere. slain,  withmit 
mercy,  ^rhile  they  stood  embracing  the  altars!  Aaiqng  those 
^ho  iell  was  the  Lady  Guniida,  sister  to  Swein,  King  of,  Qe^r 
nmrk^wbohad  uniformly  evinced  friendship  towards  tb^Eaglishw. 
ajid  had  been  sent  as  a  hostage  on  condition  of  pfaieo,  tCigetbec^ 
with  her  husband,  Polmgusf 

In  consequence  of  this  ferooion»  outrage,  SweiHf  entered  ttio 
country  in  arms,  and  talked  loudly  of  inflicting .  siw^inary» 
vengeance;  but,  in  regard  to  Oxfbnl,.  it  appears  that,  he  ontjii 
frightened  tlie  people  into  a  sunpend^  c^id  took  pledge  of.  theni^ 
King  Ethebi^d  had  now  become  fiuniliar  with  assaasinatioy ;  mhI 
be  invited,  three  years  afier  the  general  massacre,  a  laigo  parly- 
of  the  Danes  to  a  conference  in  the  city  soarce  cleansed  ftom:the 
blood  of  their  friends.  On  thi»  occasion,  £drio,.£ail  of  Mercia»- 
a  brother^in-Iaw,  and  creature  of  the  .king's^  caused  two  of  the* 
Danish  noblemen  to  be  treacherously  murdered*  This  injuiy 
the  Danes  endeavoured  to  n^veuge,  but  they  were  ovofpoweied ;. 
and  some  of  thenn  taking  shelter  in  St.  Frid-s  chnrchu  were  there* 
burned. 

During  the  successive  struggles  between  the  Saxons*  and  the* 

Danes  Oxford  often  suffered  severely ;  and,  amid  such  brutal  ami 

vindictive  contests,  it  must  necfsaarily  ba  supposed  that  the  in- 
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i^lflaming  were  qoite  disregarded.' '  th  fact,  no  aatlior, 
Uioagh  several  have  been  mentioned  irbo  possessed  Tohsidenthle 
inganuty^  baa  been  able  to  ascertain  any  prominent  reaalt  ac- 
cruing from  those  «tttdie«  Kfhicli  niany  are  villKig  fo  believe  were   , 
fltOl  nnmeroasly  attended.     Bat,  althougb  tbe  sordid  and  iron 
character  of  the  ages,  nlkicli  sliorily  iblleved  tbe  bright  reign  of 
Alfred,  suspended  the  tide  of  learning  in  its  promising  career, 
ttie  dty  of  (hrford  progressively  arose  to  much  polrtieat  conse- 
^loenee*    KiAg  Edmund,  snmiimed /ron^r,  resided  here;  anid 
^was,  iiliha]ipily,  murdered  in  the  «tty^  Novemher  the  90th,  1016. . 
GmmU,  not  mjastly  deneminfifted  (he  Great',  maintained  hts 
coort  at  Oxford  for  many  years ;  and,  in  tbe  ^^ear  1022,  held  a 
glwt  cMUicOs  ftt  which  Xitak  the  Lawit  of  Edward  were  first 
tfiiJatcA  iDta  Latin,  and  enjoined  to  all  subjects,  Danes  as  w^tl 
ap^KiglMi.    in  1026,  the  same  monarch  confirmed  by  his  royal 
authority,  in  a  Parliament  held  at  Oxford,  the  Edicts  of  King 
Mlfffk.    Harold,  snmamed  Harefoot,  from  his  gteat  agility  in 
pcdeitrian:  exercites,  likewise  fixed  his  chief  'residence  in  the 
city.    TbB  oeremony  cf  hia  caronation  was  performed  here,  and- 
be  breathed  his  1a«t  it  lUs  favoured  place. of  regal  abode,  thoogh' 
Vk  limatBM  ware  carried  far  inlermefit  to  TVtstmlnster.  '  WilTiam, 
alylaAtiie  Cbiiqaen>r«  had  not  l^ng  been  crowned  at  Westminster, 
t  he  Mlde  a  piagreaa  toifrard«  the  north,  for  the  purpose  of 
f  soch'of  his  new  subjects  aa  were  unwilling  to  receive 
Hie  Aeatfoyer-Df  ih^'  hrava  but  impetuous  Harold  for  their  so- 
mra^.    la  the  eoatse  af  this  progress,  William  ap[HH)ached  Ox- 
fmd;  hot  thaiahabttaats  dosed  their  gates^  and  denied  him  en- 
tiance.    He  immedbdely  resorted  to  iovce ;  and,  having  stormed 
the  city,  speedily  gained  admittance.      The  reign  of  William 
forms  an  important  era  in  the  History  of  Oxford ;  and  the  sur- 
ykj  Bade  hy  order  of  that  king  aSoirds  tbe  reader  so  interesting 
as  apportaaily  of  drawing  a  comparative  analysis  bt^weeti  the 
precise  state  of  the  city  at  thiA  periodi  and  its  population  and 
wealth  in  succeeding  ages,  that  it  appears  desirable  to  present 
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the  aeoouAt^  withmit  •bri^gement,  m  it  slMlib  in  tteil0C«fd|kr 
.HoBMday  :— 

[Orrg.  l»4,tf-L] 

"  In  tiie  time  of  King  Edwnrd^  Oxeaeford  (OkIM)  ptML  te 
tell  and  gable^  and  all  olhtr  tnatoma,  yearly  te  Ae  M»C,  tvewly 
pounds,  and  six  aextarica  of  honey.  Bat  to  Eari  Alghr,  tn 
pounda^  hia  miU  heing  added>  vhieh  he  hU  vilUin  fm^fm}  the 
city, 

*«  When  the  king  weal  on  an  expedition*  tipenlgf 
went  with  him,  lor  all  the  efthcia;  or  they  paid  twenty 
te  the  king  that  all  night  he  free.    NeW;  OMn^rd  (OxiM) 
pays  vxty  ponnds  hy  lale,  of  twenty  |)enee  in  the  erei 

«' In  the  town  ilsdf,  as  w^l  within  the  waUa  a«  laillfent,  tbclt 
are  two  hundred  and  forly  thiwe  hmiaeei  paying  the  lax  ;  alA  be^ 
sides  theae^  there  are  five  bnndrad  heuMn^  saTo  twantgr^^li^,  e# 
waate  and  deeayed  that  they  cannot  pey  the  lax. 

''  The  king  has  twenty  mwal  mn^Ml,  whkh  weiw  Bail  Al« 
gar*s,  in  King  Edward's  tisse,  paying  theh,  and  now,  ftsulsex 
shiUinga,  save  twe-peaoe.  And  he  has  one  aMuision*  paying  aix« 
penoe,  bdenging  to  Scifkm  (ShipHon ;)  and  Mother  of  ftm^pende, 
belonging  to  Black€$kam  (9loiihav;)  and  a  tUfd,  paying  ttir^ 
penee*  belengiag  to /Iiiei#rg€  (Bidkoreegfa ;)  and  twe  otbelBef 
lbnr*peaee,  beiooging  to  Ti$\fMk  (Twyfefd)  ii  Buehingbaift» 
shire;  one  of  these  is  waste.  They  are  ealled  mvai  Hansiniis, 
heeanse,  if  it  be  necessary,  and  the  king  eommaadit,  they  rtpair 
thewaib. 

«'  To  the  lands  Which  Earl  Anbery  held  belonga  one  dhureh  a^d 
three  mansions;  two  of  these,  paying  twenty*<}ght  pente,  lie  In 
the  church  of  St  Nary ;  and  the  third,  paying  Ave  shiUiagB,  lien 
te  Bmrefvrd  (Burford.) 

To 


««>  Hit  tall  iiM^B«IWIBIuM«teWiiS;i 
pAyiBg  terca  sbiUiiigi.    Three  of  thate  are  MMtf. 

«*  The  AMhhisHo^  •f  CtnttriMfy  h«i  iefed  liaMiviiis  thej 
pty  thirty-eight  pence.,  FoureltlleieaffewMe. 

"  TheBitliif  of  WkiehMteff  hesnitoenawfoiit;  they  payslxty- 
tvepMce.    Thxeeofthe«»effe%mte. 

"*  The  Bishop  of  Mens  hie  eiifhlten  mumetis,  whieh  pay 
IhideiB  ihilliBie  end  ibiiiwpeiice»  Fooreftheeeire  mvfe.  The 
Bieh<^  ef  loflole  fan  thirty  fflenaieiie,  peying  eighteen  ehilliiig* 
ead.apciee,  eixteee  of  vhkii  an  iraetei  The  Biflvp  of  Geii^ 
etaoee  bae  two  naaeio^i,  Wf^^  bustmDrt^^.  <^  ^^  Biphop 
efHeieferdhae  three  nuuisioiis,  payieg  thirteen-pence.    One  of 


^  The  Abbot  of  St  Edmiuid's  hee  o«e  auuime^  paying  m^ 
P«ee»  heloBgiBg  to  7atf  oee  (Taiotott.)  The  Abbot  of  Abingdon 
iNBTleen menMOPe,  paying aeven  ahiUingsand  Arte  pence ;  eight 
of  wUdiaie  mate;  and  the  Abbot  of  Eglfeham  haa one  ehueob, 
and  thirteen  wanaiifnaj  payii^  nin^  abiUingi^  Seven  of  tbeae  are 
vaate. 

''TheEariofMoratonhaa.tinnianaiaae;  tlwjr  pay  Ikiej^  ahil* 
Inga.    They  aie  all  vaate,  exeept  one* 

**  Earl  Ungh  baa  aeven  maaaiona;  they  pny.five  aUltii^  and 
eightppence.    Four  of  theaeai»wa8te« 

"  The  Earl  of  Evienx  (EteoiceiiBia)  baa  one  mate  nnnaien, 
and  it  paya  nothing. 

"  Henry  de  Feriena  haa  t«o,inanaiooap  peying  five  ahilliaga* 

"  William  Pevrel  haa  ibor  nmnaionay  paying  aeventeen^pence, 
^0  of  tbeae  are  waate. 

"  Edward  the  aheiiff^  two  aumaion^  payii^-five  ahilUnga.    • 

^  Emnlf  de  Heading  three  manaiona^  paying  eighteen*pence« 
One  of  theae  ia  waste, 

"  Berenger  de  Todeni,  one  mnnon  paying  sii^neek 

^  Milo  Criapin,  two  manaiona^  paying  twelve-pence. 

"  Ridiard  it  Carci«  two  manaioaa,  Frying  nineteafirpenee. 
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Four  of  tbeae  arowMte. 

"  Alger:  d*  lvn»  fiAaen  tnMMpiis,  p«yiiw  iwentj  ■UUingt  and 
fonr-penee.    Six  •oftheMaye  watte. 
•  '^  Banovilf  FUfamandl,  one  maaaioo,  pacing  aoUmig. 
'*  Wido  de  Reinbodcorth,  twa  paiiaioM,.payw^  tireoty  pe»eew 
"  Wakor  Gihii,  aevenleen  maBsioos,  |myiag  tveaty-l«o  sliil* 
liegs.    Seren  of  theae  ai«  waate.    Tbe  predeoeaaor  of  Walter 
hmi  one  of  these,  of  the  gift  of  King  Edvavd,  oat  ni  eigki  nr« 
galea  vliach  paid  cnatomaiy  paynenta  in  Iki^g  Edwaid^s  ^ne. 

''  Jeniio  haa  one  manaion,  p^^yi^g  aixpenee,  belongtng  to  Ac^- 
t09u  (Hampton.) 

"  Tlie  aon  of  Manaase  has  one  mansion ;  it  pays  fbttf ^pence  to 
Bheenkme  (Metehington. ) 

^  All  fhese  abof e-initten  hoM  the  aforesaid  uaasioos  free,  he- 
caoae  they  repair  the  walla. 

"Alltbe  mansions  whieh  are  called  mnral^were,  in  King  Edward^ 
Hme,  free  fron*  all  cnstosMry  payments,  except  expedition,  atid  re- 
paralioii  of  the  walla. 

"  The  priests  of  8t.  MiehaeHa  hare  two  mansions,  paying  fifty- 
two  pence.    [Orig.  154,  a.  fi.] 

^  The  eanona  of  SI.  FridesnM  hare  tlleen  mansions,  paying 
eleren  shtUiogs.    Eight  of  these  are  waste. 

«*  Coleman  had,  during  his  life,  three  mansions  of  three  shil- 
lings and  eight-pence. 

'*  William  haa  one  of  twenty-pence.  Sprachelhig,  one  maiisioi^ 
which  pays  notUng. 

"  Whoi,  the  fisherman,  one  mansion  of  thirty-two  pence. 

"  Alnnitt  haa  one  mansion  of  thirty-seven  pence.  Three  of 
these  are  waste. 

**  Edric,  one  mansion  which  pays  nothing.  Harding  and 
Leveva,  nine  mansions  paying  twelve  shillings.  Fonr  of  these  are 
waste. 

<'  Ailri^,  one  SMUtojionp  whieh  pays  nothing.     Dereman  one 

|iiaBsioi\ 


■  of  twelv^pcMe.  '  6<^m ' t>Ae  Hustkm  at  rixteen-penee, 
AiMrtber  %etpnm,  oM  nmiibioii  of  two  iliMlligs.  Smenuin,  one 
■■■iiiiniL  wlAck  jNiyo  iMlMfig.  -  QoMttiH,  one  mamnon  wMcli  pays 
Bollini^.'  Eddid^  one  ttansioii  which  pays  nothing.  'Snetmaa, 
one  nMmiMi  of  eight-penc^.  Seam,  one  nnufeion  which  pays  no- 
Mag.  Leivefa^  one  wtMe  mansion,  of  ten-pence  in  King  Ed- 
wdfo^time.  Alf^eva,  one  mantion  of  ten-pence.  Alnnard,  one 
I  of  teiKpeiwe.'  Alvnin^  one  waste  mansion.  Brictred  and 
000  nfaaiion  of  aixteefk-pence.  Alani,  one  mansion,  from 
which'fae  haa  nolhingr  Dereonen,  one  manaion  of  sixpence. 
^inni,  the  prieat,  one  waile  mttoakHi  which  pays  nothing.  Len* 
lie,  one,  Ukewiae  ptying  nothing.  Wloric,  one  waste  mansion  ; 
and  yot,  if  aeeesswy,  it  repairs  the  wall.  Snetman,  a  moneyer, 
one  free  house,  paying  forty*peiiee.  Gudnin,  one;  yiarar,  one; 
Godoinn^  oooi  GodriCj  one;  Aiani,  one;  theaefive  paying  no- 
Soatnan  has  two  moral  mansions ;  they  pay  three  ahiU 
Another  Snetman,  one  free  mansion,  lor  the  same  serrioe* 
•Bd  he  haa  niue-pence.  Sauuold,  nine  mansions;  they  pay  thir* 
tacB  ahyiiogs.  Six  of  these  are  waste,  Lodonuiif  one  house  in 
wfaiA  he  residea,  free  fer  the  wall.-  Segrinit  three  free  houses 
of  aixty-lbur  pence.  One  of  these  ia  waate.  -  Atnuin,  one  house, 
froe  for  repairing  the  wall ;  from  thia  he  haa  thirly<^two  pence  a 
jear.  And  if,  while  the  wall  ia  necessary;  it  is  not  renewed  by 
him  who  ought  to  do  tt»  he  ahall  pay  forty  ahillmga  to  the  king,  ' 
or  leae  his  house. 

"  AH  the  huigeaaea  of  Oxford  havte  common  of  pasture  without 
Ae  walla,  psying  six  shillings  and  eight-pence.*'  * 

The  hoA  called  DooMsday  Was  finished  in  tbe  dOtlr  year  of 
wniaa  I.  and  the  eoLtnet  now*  made  from  the  tranilalton  of  it 
orineea  the  sererity  with  which  the  Conqueror  treated  the  re* 

'fractory 

*Bftwd wen's  Tnstlation  of  Duoiesd«j,  in  regard  to  tbii  county.  A  trans- 
ImtioQ  so  jvdicioasly  execoted'  of  a  work  so  interesting  in  its  nalare,  tbst  it 
caiwot  fail  to  be  deemed  a  Talnable  acquisition  by  all  wbo  are  connected 
wiib  pmpeily  is  Oxfordihife,  or  are  canoot  concemhig  the  history  of  thai 
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firactoiy  utkabtlMitii  of  Oxfiwd.    btbe  tim  of  Kte»  BiMrib 

itben  the  cit^r  w«»  ooi^iyanlbiv^y  M  »  flfvmhi^g  .iMe,  il  vnif. 
paid  to  the  CrovD  Jwen^r  fwrnU,  and  aix  <ieaatiea»  or  oonMiiMib 
of  hooey ;  but.  How  that  oat  of  721  ho«Boa>  ooly  S49  wara  iUo 
to  pay  the  ta«,  it  was  compelled  to  Moder  iMoo  that  mmk  ft 
will^  likewise,  be  obvious^  that  William  had  bealewel  on  kin 
Normaa  farourites  many  extensife  poasessi^na^  lo  the  dkqpaaal 
of  which  he  could  have  no  other  right  than  that  of  Conqaeot 

That  Oxibrd,  though  in  a  dilapidated  oonditioo^  had  raeaatiy 
been  a  populous  place  sa^s  evideatfrom  tbOBmnlwi^  of  "  maft^ 
sioos"  named  io  the  Purvey;  but  whtelber  thojia  mi|iiaioiia  wem 
originally  tenanted  by  students^  or  by  th^  aabiiii;y  attendant  oft 
the  sovereigns  who  held  their  court  in  the  eitgr^  is  np%  readily  In 
le  ascertained.  Two  cirpumstancea  ai^  painlfilly  aptwrtntt^** 
the  boisterous  temper  of  the  period  had  dm^n  taafning  firomnM 
of  her  most  iavour^  seats;  aod^  when  neither  king  nor  muaer^ 
aided  with  her,  Oxford  waa  no  longer  able  |p  nu^ntain  hor  ooiian* 
quence  in  ti^e  list  o(  cities. 

The  jealousy  with  which  William  the  Fir$t.cootiiinod  to  cefm4 
his  nef  subjects  in  Oxford,  iadueed  hini  io  beat^w  the  goif^Di- 
ment  of  that  place  on  Robert  de  OUgit  a:  Norman^  wiQi  peoniSr* 
sioD  to  build  ^  fortify  n  castla.  Tiiia  atruetnro  atood  on  liiA 
west  side  of  the  city^  and  oocnpiad  the  site  of  tlie  present  county 
^1.  The  quarrel  between  .the  Cnnqiferer  Ud  Urn  aity  of  Qxr 
ford  was  a  deep  injury  to  the  interest  of  the  learned  aeminnrien 
institated  by  Alfred.  The  neglaai  with  whinh  h«  tmalad  the 
Oxford  students  was  the  more  pointed  and  lanentaUe,  m  be  in 
known  to  have  been  amnnifieant  friend  to  mMJ  nf  the  leaned^ 
and  to  hnvo  sedakusliy  foaCemd  the  study  of  IIm  Latift  hn^ 
gittget 

Robafrt  de  Oilgi,  the  Norman  governor  appointed  by  WlHiam, 
built,  in  conjunction  with  his  friend  JRo^er  de  Ivn,  a  chapel,  or 
church,  dedicated  to  St.  George,  within  the  walls  of  his  new  and 
formidable  castle.  From  the  ancient  statutes  of  this  cbapel  it  ap- 
pcnvB  that  students  were  permitted  to  resort  there  by  ti^  font^ 
9  dett*9 


4»» ;  Bttl  tkui,  tomids  die  latter  part  «r  Vffliw't  re^n,  litea. 
tan  made  aone  iaiiit  dTorta  to  De-MabUib  haAalf  ia  kmlB  m 


In  tile  year  1189,  the  Md  nBvrpet,  King  Stephefl,  heU  a  grattt 
ca— cfl  at  Oxford,  to  which  he  intitad  the  Bbhop  of  liacoki  alid 
hia  tmo  nepheva^  whoa  ha,  with  Jaatiee,  aaspedad  of  diaaffNtMMU 
WUk  the  court  remained  at  Oxford  a  qaarrel,  deaignadlj  imiaed 
aa  aome  contemporary  hiatorians  assert^  took  place  hetwaan  the 
aarvaBta  af  the  Earl  of  Britadny  and  thoae  of  ana  of  thd  hishbp'a 
•ephevi,  aboot  th«r  lodginga  (the  usual  salyeet  ti  altercalioli 
vhaa  aaimoaity  exiated;)  aad  aeveoal  petMna,  of  •oiiia"'CdBaa« 
^eiiea,  were  killed.  The  Idag  afiected  to  be  ladigaaai  atlhii 
fiohtioB  af  order  withii  the  pake  of  fhe  coart,  abdeommaiided 
the  hiahap,  and  all  hU  fHendi,  to  be  apprehended;  ThA  biabop 
af  Ely,  who  hud  "  lo^ed  withont  the  tewn,"  ihade  hk^ecape; 
bat  the  two  Biakopa  of  Safiahory.  and  lAncola,  wHhaeferal  othavt, 
Vina  piaeed  in  coninement; 

la  tte  eaana  af  tbtee  oabunltieB  to  which  England  waa  aob^ 
jeeted  by  the  diaputes  between  Stephen  and  the  Emprees  Mniid, 
Ibe  kHeff  once  Cxed  her  reaidcbce  in  the  caitie  af  Oitibri.  6t6>- 
|ben  ad^aaoed  with  lo  moah  aeereay  that  the  gartiaon'  waa  Hi* 
picpeiad  Car  defence;  bnt>  atiM/  the  itrengtb  t)f.the  caatle  iras 
aalcakted  to  withstand  a  femti^ble  assavlt.  This  VsilWark  waa 
iaime&tdy  inveaiecl  by  the  king,  "  who  vw6rf  a  tolemii  oath 
that  be  woald  not  raise  the  tiege  tiR  he  had  taken  his  HvtJl  pri- 
aoaer.  When  the  siege  bad  coatiiiQed  three  months,  and  4he  gai^ 
ricott  was  ladoced  to  the  last  extremity,  by  Ihniine  aad  the  ineea- 
aaat  attacks  of  the  enemy,  the  Empress  made  her  escape  ftom 

im* 


Mealion  it  amde  of  th«  f«lIow»  ■nd  loton,  and,  also,  oif  Um 
eomoMmert  and  otbcra  tliereio  residing,  in  which  statute  there  U  this  pio^ 
tiiioa  sade ;  that  all  the  clerts,  i.  r.  the  scholars,  should  eat  nnd  drinK  in  the 
ywssttia  of  sosM  one  of  the  canons,  whieh  canons  were  after^rds,  At  Ring 
^ittpkea*s  isiga.  Uaoilvted  lirom  heaca  to  Oiney  Abbey,  sad  lbs  bosie  Slielf* 
afttr,  becasM  an  boatel,  or  ino,  for  secular  stodenti,  snbjeet  to  tbo  jartadictimi 
aribeCbaaccUorof  tbe  UoiTrrsity."— A^Itfle,  Vo).  I.  p.  ft. 
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-impchdmg  ruin,  in  t,  mnuier  mo^e  tarpristng  ^thaii  any  of  Imt 
<&finer  cKcapes  from  Arandel^  London^  or  Wibchester.  The  river 
leiug  frozen  over,  and  the  gronnd  covered  with  snow,  she  drased 
herself  iLud  three  tmsty  knights  in  white;  and  issuing,  silently, 
nboiit  midnight,  ai  a  postern  of  the  castle,  passed  all  the  enemy's 
.eentinels  niwbsenred,  tiawlled  on  foot  to  Abingdon,  and  from 
thence; 'oa  horseback,  to  Wallingford/'  *  The  castle  surrendered 
tfae-mttnii^  after  the  escape  of  the  Empress. 

Id  1154,  n  council  was  held  at  Oxford,  in. which  it  was  agreed 
timt  Stephen  shosid  continne  to  wear  the  Crown  during  life ;  hit 
•that  Pffin'oe  Henry  (son  to  the  Empress  Maud,  and,  afterwards. 
King  Hmiry  II«)  should  succeed  to  the  throne  at  his  decease. 
:  Heory  II.  held  several  eouncils  at  Oxford;  and,  in  the  year 
(1177,  the' princes  and  chief  Lords  of  Wales  did  homage  to  him, 
an  the  city,  (br  thfeir  territories  and  estates ;  at  which  time  he  d^ 
.darei  his  youngest  son;  Prince  John,  Lord  of  Irelaad,  and  distri- 
bnted  the  conquered  parts  of  tliat  country  among  the  chief  of  his 
Imrons.  In  the  year  llSfi,  a  Parliament  was  assembled  here. 
Henry  IL  resided,  through  a  great  part  of  his  reign,  in  the  palace 
of  Betmmtmi^  which  -had  been  hnilt  by  Henry  I«  in  the  norA 
milnHhs;  and,  within  the  walk  of  .that  strudture,  was  born  his 
.conrageoiis  son>  RiohardL  This  <' Lion-l^eartsd  king^'' appears 
to  have  hold  one  comicU  in  the  palace  irhich  descended  to  him 
from  his  liceompltshed»  hut  weakly-amoordus  fbther. 
.  ,  During  these  periods  the  University  was  progressively  in* 
^leasing  in  consequence  and  estimation.  AlUiough  the  students 
.were  dispemed  by  the  siege  which  took  place  in  the  loign.  of 
jBtopbon>  they  shortly  re^aasembled,  and  were  fortunate  in  finding 
tutors  eminent  in  every  branch  of  learntug,  but  particularly  so  in 
that  of  civil  law. 

Henry  11.  was  a  great  patron  of  letters,  and  the  buildings  fo( 
the  reception  of  scholars  were  much  enlarged  in  size,  and  iut 
creased  in  number,  while  he  sat  on  the  throne,  though  an  acet«» 
dental  fire  comsMtted  great  ravages  in  the  city  and  among  the 

Mis. 
*  Ilenrjr,  Vol.  V.  p.  tOB,  .Vc. 


Ql^lMMmUi.  If 

UlkK  RidMtfd  I.  never  Mhd  to  Atmk  a  MM  lOwiilif  far 
his  .oalive  pUee,  and  he  granted  tp  Osfoid  so  many  piiYileg^ 
tial^  in  hie  reign,  it  is  said  '*  to  have  keoome  a  rival  to  the  Uni- 
venity  of  Vmu"  If  we  considerthe  leag  pneperity  which  tha 
Parisian  eoUeges  had  eiyoyed,  tbeinU  vabe  of  this  ekeervattonwill 
be  apfareat. 

King  John  held  many  of  thone^ftasts;  ivhich  loaned  the^inga-^ 
dieiooa  solaces  of  his  trooUed  howa^  iathe  Palace  of  Beanaonl^ 
and  he  had  a  meeting  with  the  aadigtaaut  barons  in  the  neighs 
beurhood  of  Oxford,  not  more  than  two  months  before  he  was  ooin«4 
felled  to  sign  the  Gre»i  Charter. 

Daring  the.  eariy  part  of  King- Jehn'a.  reign  the  Uniycnity 
was  in  so  floorishing  a  condition^  that  the  nulnber  of  sdio|btta  in 
staled  to  linve  been  not  lees  than  3000.  Bnt  an  onibvtunateoc* 
tureacey  in  the  year  1209,  intemipted  the  piegresa  of  sctenefr, 
andthienteoed  the  entire  deitmetionof  Oxlbk^  as  a  seat  of  loam* 
iug.  A  student,  eogaged  in  thoughtless  diversion,  accidenlailjp 
killed  a  woman  belopgii^  to  the  aty,  and  was  so  impmdenl  an 
iiamediately  to  fly  from  expoetnlatMin.  .  A  band  of  citiaens,  with 
the  mayor  at  their  head,  and  attended  by  an  immense  nnmher  of 
msb,  siuroonded  the  |iall  to  which  the  unfortuQi^  eeholar  he* 
longed,  and  demanded  the  peraon  of  tha  offender.  On  Sei^g.io* 
fcnned  that  he  was  a^eent,  this  lawless  mnUitqde  seised  three  o£ 
the  atttdents  who  were  entirely  onconQeeted  with  the  transaetion^ 
sod  obtaiiied  an  order  from  the  weak  king  (whose  dialike  for  the 
ridgy  is  well  known)  to  pat  the  innoeent  persona  to  death:  aa 
order  whieh,  it  may  be  supposed,  they  were  not  slow  in  obeying. 
Tbe  scholara  were  so  justly  enraged  by  this  treatment  that  they, 
fritted  O&ford,  and  retired  some  to  Cambridge,  some  to  Beading^ 
aad  othea  to  Biridstoae,  in  Kent 

The 

•  As  t^  great  lira  of  Xondon  produced  evcatari  benrih,  in  repod  to  the 
ttoprovciococ  of  the  city,  m  did  tlii»  eooaegmdoo  ictpeccbq^  Osfioid.  Belm 
1 190,  ril  tbe  h«Ua  aod  homef  of  Oxford  hod.boeo  baitt  of  wood,  and  ootcied 
vitb  ftrmw.  AAer  tbe  fire  aott  of  tbe  renewvd  batldiiigi  weto  conpoied  of 
id  amay  weie  covered  witbtilee  or  lead,    i 
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..fh»ofi»Miitad6MUwi0r#  imt  o^iileAt  wHii  nkMA,  hit  tip* 
flM  tal|i6.J^o^  who  laid  vtha  dty  «od«r  mi  iiitevdi«it^  airf^«' 
•haigoil  ail  ]Vabaaani>4iMii  tuMmg  ia  it  Thk  atap  affedoaBy 
IraailM Aha t^tkfmm^  nnAtadapalajliett of  thair  maal  rea|^aalaU« 
alaaa  waited  ak  lb*  Po|ia!a  lAgalay  who  w«a  tiiaa  «i  Waataiilialer, 
to  ackuowledge  their  rashness^  and  reqaaat  meicy.  The  bgato 
(Nieholaa,  Biahof  of  Tdaeahnay)  giaaled  th«r  petHiott  makf  im 
^  woat  humiliattag  eMiditiaaav-  l*hay  ^rera  anjainad,  hf  way 
af  penaate,  Uii'  ga  t^  aJt  tba-citjr'  chimh#i^  with  wfat|M^  in  that 
haoda,  han^oaltd  aai  intMr  ahirts^  aad  there  jM}  tiie  beneik 
of  abwlutioD  froiD  every  pariah  .priaati  refiafttiiig  the  peailentiAl 
imfaaj.aiid  to  |mj  a  nubric  aCnltai^  per  aBftom,  to  the  atndeaia 
eC  the  hall  pecoliaily  iagiilwd/'  *  They  were  eorananded,  like<* 
wiae,  to  aatertaiii>  oa  evatf  feearfence  ^  the  day  dedicaled-to 
31  Niehelaa»  lOftpoar.  aeholaia  ''  houeatia  RefeetioMbaa/^  the 
AbboA  af  Evaahaai  yearly  paying  16  ahillinga  towaida  the  featival 


HtMryllL  aeeaaionally  reaided  atOxfhrd^  and  held  there  many 
PailiMMrta  and  Ooaucila.  In  the  reiga  af  tbia  kiag  tlie  Uniter- 
•ity  jwuriihad  ia  aa  aaeiuunplad  degtee>  if  the  nanber  of  atadbala 
BDay  be reeekred  aa aariterion  f.  So- great,  indeed,  now  bea^aie 
ila  coasfqaaace,  that  it  daima  prIoHty  in  biaterieal  mentton,  even 
while  the  atiy  mnat  be  eonaidered  in  a  regal  capacity. 

AUhaagh  the  Uaiyeiaity  waa  ftiidy  entitled  to  derite  tta  ddef 
boast  ftom  the  celebrity  of  ita  teachers,  it  certaialy  gained  nnch 
popnki-  etedit  ilroni  thts  dreomstance  of  not  lesa  than  one  thoaaand 
afndenta  quitting,  at  thia  time,  .the  leamed  inatitntioD  of  Poiis, 
Mftd  repairittg  to  Oxford^  fv  instruc^on.  But  these  foreign  sdio- 
Uia  iBtndaced  ao  dangefaiia  a  levity  of  manners,  that  the  Pope 
deemed  it  necessary  to  send  his  legale,  for  the  purpose  of  reform- 
ing 

•  IMi  ptrpttpslion  of  bamility  was  nft^rirards  found  m  ininful  that  tb« 
towMSieif  fwia  •  potimi  of  lamlp  called  '*  Middenham;  near  Oxford,  on  con- 
difti«i  that  the  Abbot  af  OaMy  did  yearly  pay  to  the  P.  of  St  Frideswide,  a 
aiick,  to  the  use  af  the  Uiuveniiy,  fbr  thit  grant/' 

t  Some  writers  affirm  that  the  oaaiber  was  not  less  than  15,000. 


mg  "  tetoin  IkgnaA  earmf^mm  oF  tlM  plac^/'    The  Leg^« 
vit,  ttiinil^  traatod  with  niBcb  9£bcled  civility ;  Vttt  an  oooaSMm 
fcr  ywwt  iNA  Mf^ii  fotuid,  find  he  woM  probably  have  be^A 
«MflM  m  liw  sp0t»  had  he  Mt  htdd«a  himself  ih  a  betft>y,  HKhA 
the  life  of  thtt  a^aattonti.     'I4iis  ttmralt  waa  apeedily  appeased; 
thoa^b  Ml  vitliavt  tfte  exevcbe  of  aome  tflfong  meaaoreH ;  Iml 
the  aaabcf  af  atadeste  waa  infinitely  too  great  at  thia  period  fef 
a  iaaiitenaaet  «f  dwe  asbordination.*    Tliey  divided  themselvea 
ilia  parties  among  whieb  tba  navth  and  eoatb  eountrytnen  were 
Iba  ami  vhImI*  aad  thaor  qcarrela  were  baraaaing  and  perpetual. 
Aeeenfing  to  tbe  mde  tamptr  al  the  age  Ibeae  diaputes  were  not 
Mttiady  an  fcecawo  a^^nitaa,  by  fbree  of  argument,  but,  regu^ 
lariy,  by  ilwti  of  Uowtf;  and,  in  ma»y  inatanees,  the  adveraa 
putita  panUlad  tiianiaeives  ia  larnial  battle  army.    The  peace 
af  Iba  city  van  ao  teqnent^  endangered  by  tiiese  eommotions, 
MmI  tbe  king  j^ed  it  expndiant  to  add  la  Uie  civil  power  two  , 
iMtiaiJii  and  eight  bnygooaca ^ naiiatant^  together  with  two  baf^ 

Thia  gftat  aaaaadbiage  of  pnpila  Ibm  petty  and  inteatine  broila 
tppaaia  tn  haYO  ac^irad  n  diapoettion  In*  polttioal  interference. 
WbaaAriMfrEdvatd,  ''retaNiiag  finmi  Pana,  marehed  with  an 
snrf  lawwda  Wmlen,  Nid  aaoiiag  to  Oiclbrd  in  bia  way/  was^  by 
tba  bvghcra,  forbid  ealmaoe,  on  oocaaioa  of  the  tvmnHs  now 
pimttiig  aaMmg  tbe  huaoM**  he  qnattered  bia  soldiers  in  the 
ad^Bceal  viliagaa,  and  «  lodged  himself,  that  night,  at  the  royal 
pihwa  in  Mngdafen  panab,  tha  next  nonring  proeeeding  on  hia 
iaiandad  jovfiiay ;  bnl  tbe  aollolara,  who  were  shut  into  the  town« 
bang  desiroua  to  meet  and  salute  that  prince  whom  they  loved 
aa  lanab,  teii  aasaoiiled  abo«t  SmUk-gate,  and  demanded  to  be 

let 

*  8q  lacoof eoiently  Utge  ww  the  ooocooise  of  icUoIan  ia  this  feiga,  tba| 
the  Ung  "  gmnted  leave  to  such  of  the  mastexs  and  studeiiti,  as  pleased,  to 
gp  to  Northampton,  and  erect  schools,  and  profess  tite  libeml  arts  and 
Iciences  there ;  and  that  they  might  be  recciTcd  wiih  gteaier  benignity,  he 
CuBnoanded  the  magistrates  of  Northampton  to  treut  them  with  humanity,  and 
provide  them  with  all  necessaries.*' 
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let  into  the  fieldg.  Being  denied  tiiis  by  one  of  tlie  bailiffii^  tfiey 
lefainied  to  thdr  hosteb  for  anno,  and  broke  open  the  gate;  where^ 
open  the  mayor  arrested  many  of  them ;  and  on  the  Chaneellor's 
reqoest  was  so  iar  from  releasing  those  whom  he  had  committed  Uf 
prison,  that  he  ordered  the  eititens  to  hiing  out  their  banners, 
and  display  them  in  the  midst  of  the  street;  and  erabatding  the»» 
commanded  a  sadden  onset  on  the  rest  of  the  schohirB  remauning 
in  the  town ;  and  much  bloodshed  had  been  committed^  had  not  a 
scholar,  by  the  sound  of  the  sdiool's-beli  in  St.  Mary's  charehi 
given  notice  of  the  danger  that  threatened  the  students,  then  at 
dinner.  On  this  alarm  they  straightways  armed,  and  went  ont 
to  meet  their  assailatttSi  andj  in  jcnned  haltte,  conrageonaly  sab* 
doed  and  pvt  the  town's^^nen  to  flight"* 

In  coBseqnenee  of  this  tnmslt  the  king,  who  >  was  on  the  ere  of 
holdhig  a  Parliament  in  Oxford,  required  the  students  to  retire 
from  the  city  nntii  the  sitting  of  the  Parliament  was  at  an  eoi» 
The  chief  part  of  the  scholars,  aooordingly,*  repaired  to  North-* 
ampton ;  but  here  they  were,  unfbrtuiwtely,  implicated  in  a  fresh 
scene  of  disturbance.  The  king  was  now  engaged  in  a  contest 
with  the  barons,  and  the  insurgent  nobtes- fortified  tbemsehesaft 
Northampton,  to  which  place  the  king  laid  si^.  The  scholan, 
probably  offended  by  their  late  removal,  joined  with  the  nobility, 
and  repaired  to  arms  under  their  own  standanL  The  oonspicuona 
gallantry  with  which  they  fought  Increased  the  anger  of  the  king  ; 
and  when  Northampton  was  subdued,  be  is  said  to  have  heea 
much  inclined  to  proceed  to  extremities  with  (he  former  sdb^ectn 
of  his  particular  care,  had  be  not  been  restrained  by  prudential 
motives. 

Fh)m  the  boisterous  temper  evinced  by  the  scholars  on  theoa 
occasions,  the  reader  will  possibly  agree  with  Archbishop  Pot* 
terf,  in  supposing  that,  though  the  number  of  students  was  so 
Imposingly  great,  the'  real  votaries  of  learning  were  compara- 
tively few.  Yet  among  this  latter  class,  small  by  comparison, 
were  men  highly  eminent  in  the  foshiopable  literature  of  the  age, 

whick 
•  -A  jliffe.  Vol.  I.  p.  611. 
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ItbilBk,  Imweter,  tras  curious  rather  than  profitable,  ami  aophis: 
tical  rather  thao  satis^tory* 

Bat  the  reig^  of  Heory  lU.  will  be  ever  memorable  ia  the 
uiiiah  of  the  University,  on  account  of  an  important  acqaisition 
of  private  patronage  which  took  place  iu  the  latter  years  of  that 
king.  We.  have  seen  that,  in  all  former  periods,  the  teachers 
sod  icholars  lodged  and  stadied  in  *'  mansions,"  or  halls,  which 
they  rented  from  the  citizens.  This  drcnmstance  was  iajuriona 
to  the  itignity  of  the  University,  and  was  productive  of  endless 
qaurreb.  The  upper  order  of  society  is  said  to  have  been  sordid, 
sad  isaeosible  to  the  charm  of  letters  in  the  time  of  Henry ;  yet  it 
vss  within  his  reign,  though  that  period  of  histofy  drew  speedily 
to  aclose»  that  some  public-spirited  persons  determined  to  free 
tiw  learned  from  the  iodignities  of  situation  under  which  they 
laboured.  To  effectuate  this  object^  these  generous  paitrons  pur- 
chased, or  built,  large  houses,  and  permitted  teachers  to  reside  in 
them,  and  to  receive  students,  without  paying  rent.  The  pur' 
.suit  of  learning  was  still  so  much  confined  to  the  subordinate 
walks  of  life,  that  many  ingenious  scholars,  received  into  these 
bosses,  were  but  ill  provided  with  books,  and  with  the  means  of 
dsly  rewarding  their  preceptors.  The  early  private  patrons  of 
•cRQce  were  as  judicious  as  they  were  munificent,  and  they 
iocslcaled  the  propriety  of  wealthy  persons  presenting,  or  be* 
^aeotbiflg,  a  43onvenient  proportion  of  lands,  tenements,  or  rove* 
noes,  for  the  maintenance  of  the  studious.  By  such  progressive 
steps,  the  building  and  endowing  of  colleges  supplanted  the  taste 
which  had  so  long  prevailed  for  the  foundation  of  monastic  struc« 
tares. 

Edward  L  was  so  mndi  ^copied  with  bis  Various  wars,  and  so 
intent  on  schemes  of  political  aggrandisement,  that  he  -wanted 
opportunity  to  pay  fteqnent  visits  to  liis  palace  of  Beaumont, 
and  had  not  leisure  to  bestow  much  attention  on  the  repablio 
of  letters.  The  history  of  the  university  afibrds  little  interest 
dariag  his  reign.  The  scholars  appear  to  have  been  soflkieutlj 
disposed  to  intestine  disagreement ;  but  they  were  incited  to  a 
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INiUlicid  MMiUiuite  ^f  .cordiality  by  Ule  cdmitmat  ltii|Nllta  Mu* 
OQCorred  between  the  University  and  tbe  Bialit>p  of  LiJMola,  of 
%(io6lB  diocefte  Oxford  then  ibrm^  a  purh  Id  the  pr&qf^U  of 
Ihh  qnarrel  (which  appears  to  have  originated  in  the  ae^efto  ditfe 
positioh  of  the  bishop)  the  students  often  preferred  bold  rcmo»* 
Mratiees;  and  theil-  mitred  opponisiit  was  not  backwaid  in  retirW 
ibg  by  the  penalties  of  ejtoommunicatidn.  We  gkadiy  pato  6nm 
Uie  narration  of  such  passioriatis  and  anpr^ifitable  cireotetaneen^ 
!»  observe  that  the  Hterary  character  of  tbe  University  nnutt^ 
taihed  so  high  A  station^  eveii  ill  this  warlike  i«ign>  that  the  pro* 
fessors  Irere  enboldeuod  ta  request  the  Pope's  penbission  ''  Ar 
the  Doctors  and  Masters  of  Oxford  to  become  iteetorers  and  re»> 
gents  in  any  nniversity  whatever,  without  any  &rtfaer  estami* 
nation.'' 

'  In  the  time  of  Edward  II.  the  paiaeeof  Beanttont  was  entiid]^ 
abandoned  as  a  place  of  regal  resort  This  weak  and  nisgwided 
king  appears  to  have  granted  the  sntt  of  every  iqiplicant  froil 
the  University,  with  inteotional  kindness,  bnt  with  a  cruel  want 
of  eonsideiatibn.  In  consequence,  no  efil  was  permaueati^  rs» 
ilressed,  4rh(ie  party-feuds  were  kept  in  »  continual  baknoe.  li 
this  reigH,  Ji^n  de  Bristol,  a  converted  Jew,  read  Hebre# 
Lectnues  for  many  yeaA  at  Oxford,  with  great  applause,  said 
haA  ^'  a  stipend  settled  on  him  by  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury^ 
by  a  ta^  of  a  half\»eBny  per  iMirk  fii>ui  every  ecclesiastical  beoa^ 
llee  throughout  his  province/' 

The  University  of  Oxford  iiad  the  honour  of  affording  education 
to  King  Bdward  III.  and  that  mohalch  retained  a  uaifork  Vcne^ 
ration  for  the  place  in  which  liis  juvenile  hours  had  passed.-  8o 
asttv^  wafe  his  atfleclldm  tow»r<k  the  neighbourhood,  thai  he  bbdsa 
^0<6dStook  IfiMT  bis  chief  residence,  when,  at  the  early  age  Of  six* 
ilA^,  he  wils  matried  to  FhiUppa  cf  Uainautt  It  apfiears  priiv 
boble  that  Oxford  woidd  hbve  poatfessed  the  distiuctioil  of  pro* 
^ding  bim  with  a  paWce,  had  thei'e  not  existed  some  repnisiva 
local  circodistauces.  Most  of  the  streets  and  bnes  within  tbs 
aity  Wfiiia  til  this  Usm  ^itibadi  wacnms  imd  tiie  treai  cbnvMiras 
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0r  itaJcpitt  c$m^  fOl  these  to  be  crowded  iritli  uMntmlB; 
fhe  civil  p^wer  ims  blnsably  lax  in  regmid  to  the  enforcciaent 
«f  Mae  YhohfOWB  statutes  which  had  been  made  ooneerntiig 
deaaliBesB^  and  other  neeeantfy  preventions  of  disease.  Gattie 
•Call  8«lB  wme  slanghtered  within  the  walk,  and  the  offid,  tog^ 
Ikr  with  other  dirt  and  offisnsive  matter,  was  saffered  to  lie  in 
hesps  ia  the  narrow  and  populons  lanes.*  Epidemic  diseases  of 
the  mssi  destructive  natore  consequently  ensued.  The  plague 
anie  licadfid  ravafea ;  and  not  only  was  the  dty  for  a  long  time 
ssiicMiy  avoided  by  all  strangers  of  consequence,  but  the  students 
woe  often  obliged  to  disperse,  and  seek  security  in  the  free  air 
af  moia  open  districts.  The  king  issued  various  edicts  caku- 
bisd  is  alleviate  this  grievance ;  but  it  was  with  great  difficulty 
Hat  the  townqieople  could  be  persuaded  to  adopt  measures  well 
nilad  Is  their  own  preservation.  In  the  midst  of  ambitious 
ichmns,  so  vast  and  so  ably  executed,  that  the  record  of  them 
bs  afiirded  a  theme  of  wonder  to  succeeding  ages,  the  third 
Gdwaid  finmd  letsore  to  bestow  a  watchful  tfnd  paternal  atten- 
tkn  oa  his  i^vawite  Uaivcrsity.  His  liberality  was  unceasing ; 
aad  hb  iaierteeace  was  tlte  more  vainable,  because  while  he 
piafressiveiy  added  to  tlie  power  of  the  superior  officers,  he  took 
\  of  increasing  the  security  and  consequence  of  the. 
Bat  to  the  ancient  animosity  arising  from  difl^fence 
sfaooatry,  as  to  the  north  aad  south,  fresh  sulijeets  of  coutention 
tare  BOW  added.  The  learning  of  the  day  had  become  deeper; 
thsigh  It  atill-had  atft,  generally,  penetrated  ikr.  The  mind  was 
iBivenaHy  hroaght  into  exerciae^  throogii  ail  ranges  of  scholars ; 
bat  its  eflarts  were  too  iireqaeatly  111  directed.  In  consequence, 
Vfosas  dispatfss  on  doctrinal  questions,  nearly  the  whole  of  which 

G  2  were 

•  Or.  Plot  Qbmnm,  that,  **  moreover,  alwiit  these  tiiies,  the  l»i*  «nd 
Ciiarwel),  tfarongh  the  careleisiiest  of  the  townsmen,  being  filled  with  mud, 
ftudtkttoamon  ihores  by  thii  metns  itopped,  did  cause  the  ascent  of  ma- 
fignam  Tapnors,  Mrbeiief er  there  happened  to  be  a  flood.  Great  part  of  the 
vaien  vhich  coaid  not  thnely  psu  a\va  v,  stagnated  in  the  iower  taeadowt^ 
is4iacreaKd  ibe  uoxioos  putrid  streaou."    Nat.  Hiit.  p.  S4. 
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were  vfte6oneeted  with  the  great  fandameDtkls  of  religion,  divMe<l 
tlie  University  into  different  parties^  not  one  of  wbich  recolleetecT 
that  urbanity  should  form  the  basis  of  disputation.  During  the 
height  of  the  tumults  produced  by  these  dissensions,  a  great  bod]^ 
•f  the  students  retired  to  Stamfoiid,  in  Lincolnshire.  So  niine<< 
rotts  vei'e  the  stoeders  at  this  juncture,  that  it  was  deemed  ex^ 
pedient  for  the  king  to  write  to  the  sheriff  of  Lincoln,  command- 
ing him  to  force  the  objectionable  scliolars  from  the  place  of  their 
retirement^  and  a  statute  was  made,  obliging  every  candidate 
for  a  degree,  to  "  swear  never  to  read,  nor  to  hear  a  reader,  at 
Stamford,  as  a  university/' 

In  1349,  so  dreadful  a  plague  prevailed,  that  the  schools  were 
shot  up,  "  aad  there  were  scarce  enough  left,  in  the  city  to  bury 
the  dead.''  Above  a  fourth  part  of  the  scholars  died  during  this 
melancholy  period;  and  so  great  was  the  panic  created,  that 
many  of  the  townsmen  were  allowed  to  reside  in  the  vacated 
halls.« 

The  studies  at  Oxford  were  resumed  only  by  slow  degrees ; 
and  with  returning  health  the  spirit  of  disagreement  was  revived. 
The  remainder  of  Edward's  reign  is  replete  with  quarrels  be- 
tween the  seholars,^  the  townsmen,  and  the  preaching  friars. 
From  these  we  pass  to  observe  that  several  parliaments  aad  conn* 
eils  were  held  in  the  city  by  Ridiard  II.  It  was  nearly  at  lhi» 
period  that  a  bright  luminary  appeared  in  the  University,  and 
shed  such  rays  as  were  calculated  to  illumine  the  most  distant 
ages.  We  alludo4o  Dr.  Wtckliffe,  the  Father  of  the  Reformers. 
This  eminent  man  was  the  first  warden  of  Canterbury  College  ; 
and  it  was  at  Oxford  that  be  read  those  Lectnrea  of  Divinity 
which  are  known  to  have  laid  the  foundation  of  so  great  a  ebanger 

in 

*  Some  idea  of  tlie  extent  of  moitalily  among  the  ecclctiastiot  on  this  ocea- 
fion  may  be  acquired  from  the  foHowiug  pocsage  in  Knighton  :-^"  fieforw 
this  plague  you  might  have  hired  a  curate  ior  four  or  6ve  marks  m  year,  or 
ibr  two  marks  and  bis  board  ;  but,  after  it,  you  could  hardly  find  a  clergy •» 
man  who  would  acoept  of  a  vicarage  of  twenty  marks,  or  twenty  pounds  m 
year." 


i&f«ligkra>opiiiioiu  HU  doctrines  were  no  looner  divulged,  than 
Ihey  were  approved  by  the  jndicioos,  and  received  with  entbii« 
uvun  by  that  lai^e  proportion  of  the  University  vhich  had  felt 
injiireil  in  consequence  of  the  Pope's  interference  with  the  nomi- 
•ration  to  vacant  benefices,  or  had  been  aiTronted  by  the  assump- 
tions of  the  preaching  Friars.     The  strong  sentiment  which  pre- 
vailed at  Oxford  in  favour  of  Wioklifie  is  evident  from  the  follow- 
.  ing  circamstance : — "  Pope  Gregory  XL  hearing  of  fhe  new  te- 
nets, by  a  bull  in  the  sixth  year  of  his  papacy  issued  his  fulmi- 
satioo  against  the  same,  severely   reproving  the  Chancellor's 
neglect  in  suffering  this  heresy  to  diffuse  itself;  yet  the  proctors, 
and  OMoy  of  the  masters,  were  in  doubt  whether  they  should  re- 
ceive, or  reject,  this  buU  with  contempt,  as  a  new  and  unheard  af 
Ibing." 

Bat  although  the  temper  of  the  University  was  thus  favourable 
to  the  cause  of  truth  at  this  tmpoitant  era,  the  general  interests 
of  learning  do  not  appear  to  have  been  by  any  means  in  a  flon- 
risbing  state.  The  number  of  students  was  so  small,  that  man^ 
•f  the  halls  and  schools  (as  appears  by  their  rent-rolls)  wa*e 
Jet  for  purposes  remote  from  the  dissemination  of  letters.  Yet 
the  court  liberally  patronized  the  University,  and  several  new 
foandalions  took  place  during  the  reign  of  Richard.  That  the 
Jaws  enforcing  cleanliness  thrunghont  the  city  had  greatly  suc- 
ceeded in  warding  off  pestilential  diseases  is  evident  from  the 
circnmstaoce  already  mentioned,  of  several  Parliaments  and  Ooun- 
^la  having  been  summoned  to  meet  at  Oxford  by  this  king. 

AJtbough  the  novel  tenets  professed  by  Wicklifie  inculcated  a 
liabit  of  discussion  among  all  classes,  and  peculiarly  stimulated 
ibe  researches  of  the  learned,  the  ages  which  immediately  followed 
his  appearance  were  dull  and  sordid  to  a  lamcutabie  dei^ree.  The 
interests  of  religion  and  learning  were  made  subordinate  to  state- 
folicy  and  party-ambition.  The  annals  of  the  University  are 
ntceasarily  so  barren  during  these  boisterous  periods,  that  we 
#hall  eladly  hasten  over  the  nan-alion,  in  order  to  gain  the  oppor- 
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tnntty  of  dwelHog  at  some  leDglh  on  th^  more  infaKfliiig  t 
which  are  to  sneceed. 

A  strong  predilection  to  Lollanfy,  u  the  doettioes  of  Widc- 
Jtffe  were  then  termed,  pervaded  the  UniTeraity  daring  the  reign 
of  Henry  IV.  Arundel,  Archbishop  of  Ganterbary,  most  vigo- 
rously prosecuted  those  suspected  of  heresy ;  and  oompelled  the 
friends  of  reformatidn  to  abstain  from  an  open  delivery  of  their 
opinions;  but  such  was  the  dignity  of  spurit  prevailing  at  Oxford, 
that  many  of  Wickllflfe's  friends  sent  letters  to  the  bishop,  couched 
in  the  bitterest  language  of  reproach,  and  at  length  jH  leotarai 
were  suspended,  the  students  retired  into  the  coautry,  and  a  de- 
termination was  made  to  dissolve  the  University.  This  was  ml 
a  mere  idle  threat,  hot  was  viewed  in  so  serious  a  light  by  the 
court,  that  the  King  condescended  to  write  letters,  reqnestiag 
that  the  discontented  merobeiv  would  lay  thieir  purpose  aside. 

King  Henry  V.  had  been  partly  edueated  at  Oxibrd,  and  he 
retained  through  life  a  fondness  for  the  University.  Henry, 
though  far  from  learned,  was  fond  of  books ;  and,  in  bis  more 
mature  years,  took  pleasure  in  convening  with  men  of  letters. 
Had  his  reign  been  less  wariike,  or  prolonged  to  a  gieater  es** 
tent,  he  would  probably  hiive  proved  a  nseful  and  active  patron 
to  literature  in  general,  and  to  the  University  of  Oxford  in  parti- 
ticttlar.  The  same  severity  was  exercised  in  this  as  an  the  ppo- 
ceding  reign,  respecting  freedom  of  religious  discussion ;  yet  tiie 
University  wore  somewhat  of  a  floorishing  aspect  as  to  as  r»» 
garded  the  number  of  the  students.  If  Henry  had.  possessed  le>> 
sore,  he  intended  to  amend  the  statutes  of  the  University,  and 
to  found  a  College  for  the  reception  of  strangers. 

Henry  VI.  professed  moch  affection  ht  Oxford ;  bat  bis  Ikvoar 
communicated  no  solid  benefit.  The  finances  of  the  University 
were  low,  even  to  penury,  during  his  reign ;  and  the  scholars 
were  few  in  number.  Learning  (particularly  that  connected  with 
the  Latin  language)  fell  to  decay,  and  a  general  system  of  bri- 
bery and  peculation  prevailed  in  the  church.  Benefices  were 
even  disposed  of,  for  interested  considerations,  to  persons  not  in 
9  holy 
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holy  oidm-;  while  men  of  aneifent  and  hooovraUe  standiag  iB 
tiM  Vaiv^mty  ^^Fe  suffered  to  renmn  oniiolice^  m  the  secln* 
akm  of  Uiok  ^neapecstiyo  cpUc;g:«». 

Tb98  oincimiUticed,  Iho  coUegiates  had  not  caiue  far  parti* 
odor  rtgi^t  wheo  thg  wecesaioii  of  the  house  of  York  placed  a 
laove  aiHiyo  aMmarch  on  the  throne,  Edward  IV.  to  evince  fatii 
iMioty  for  the  encouragement  of  Utecatore^  aaanmed  the  title  of 
**  Pratator  of  the  Uiitveraity/'  and^  on  maay  ocoa»ou8,  pipved 
a  aealons  friend.  But  the  havoc  committed  among  noUe  and 
Wjiiqnt  laniiliea  by  the  rage  of  civil  war^  was  long  detrimental  to 
the  fngnsn  of  refinement.  This  king  honoured  Oadbvd  with  a 
?i«it  tonfda  the  condnsion  of  his  reign. 

Bi^iaDd  IIL  was  mn/ch  too  wise  and  politic  a  prince  to  treat 
the  VAiversity  with  neglect.  He  visited  Oxford  soon  after  his 
accession  to  tegsl  power,  and  took  many  jodiciona  steps  hr  the 
s4vancesie|it  of  liten^tiire,  among  whidi  was  a  law  aUowing  the 
Uaiverftty  to  *'  import  or  export  hooka  at  ple^sare.''  PeshaU^ ' 
in  his  briief  History  of  the  University,  attributes  the  propriety  of 
the  latter  part  of  this  grant  to  "  the  soperabundance  of  hooks  19 
Oxford''  St  ^s  juncture.  But  may  we  not  more  rationally  pro* 
seme  that  the  allpwance  was  intended  jto  signify  an  entire  free* 
dom  of  press  and  liberty  of  discussion  i 

A  drsadfhl  pestilence,  which  raged  for  six  weeks,  and  almost 
depopntatjBd  the  city  and  colteges,  ushered  in  the  reign  of 
the  seventh  Henry.  Although,  firom  various  fortuitons  circom- 
Stuices,  this  period  has  the  proud  boast  of  fostering  the  revi-i 
val  of  letters,  the  University  of  Oxford  unhappily  had  little 
ahare  in  the  glorious  task.  From  the  many  discouraging  parti- 
culars of  the  last  century,  genuine  soholaiship  had  become  air 
mofil  an  obsolete  oh^racter,  ia  a  professional  point  of  view^ 
The  Greek  language,  because  unknown,  was  affectedly  held  in 
caotempt.*  Collegiate  discipline  ivas  jrelaxed  to  a  dangerous 
degree,  and  intestine  broiU  continually  tormented  the  few  wha 

G4  were 

*  Xbe  Aan-GreciADftforiMd  theoiMlTes  into  an  asMciatioii  midfr  (he  title 
•TTnfiaaa.    The  leader  of  the  pert j  took  the  name  of  Priaoi;  and  olhere 

cmiled 
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were^  intent  on  profitable  stndy.  So  itrong  vere  the  exfiC« 
ing  prejvdicesy  that  when  Erasmua,  in  the  year  1496,  r^ 
paired  to  Oxford  for  the  purpose  of  teaobing  Grc^,  many  lead-^ 
ing  eharactera  thought  proper  to  declaim  against  him  in  tike 
achools,  and  to  endeavour  to  ridicule  both  himself  and  the  )an« 
guage.  vhich  he  wished  to  disseminate.  The  judtdoiw  few, 
however,  perceived  his  merits ;  and  the  effects  of  his  erudition 
are  perceptible  in  a  future  and  more  honourable  page  of  the  uni- 
versity annals, 

■.  The  instances  of  plague  and  pestilence  throughout  this  reign 
are  exceeilingly  numerous,  the  chief  of  which  appear  to  be  owing 
to  the  neglected  state  of  the  city.  The  channels  communicating 
with  the  adjacent  rivers  were  suffered  to  become  choaked  with 
dirt  and  filth,  and  all  the  wholesome  statates  regarding  interior 
cleanliness  were  disregarded. 

The  period  during  which  Henry  VIII.  sat  on  the  throne 
is  highly  consequential  to  the  best  interests  of  the  Univer* 
sity.  Henry  aspired  to  the  character  of  a  learned  prince,  and 
his  example  imparted  a  fashion  to  the  nobility.  The  learned  se- 
minaries had  been  too  long  regarded  with  indifference,  or  shackled 
by  Ps^l  tyranny.  They  now  recovered  the  native  dignity  of 
their  character,  and  the  curiosity  is  necessarily  excited  ooncem* 
ing  the  manner  in  which  they  would  receive  tlie  great  changes 
effected  by  high  authority  in  the  religious  establishment. 

Henry  commenced  his  reign  by  confirming  (as  had  been  the 
custom  with  most  of  his  predecessors)  the  charters  of  the  Uni- 
versity, which  confirmation  was  shortly  followed  by  the  honor  of 
a  regal  visit.*  The  munificence  of  Wolsey  precluded,  for  many 
years,  the  necessity  of  the  king's  patronage.  As  an  instance  of 
the  Cardinal'a  early  veneration  for  Oxford,  it  must  be  observed, 

that 

Cttlled  themselves  Hector,  Paris,  &c.  By  tli^se  devotees  of  ignorance  the 
*'  Greeks*'  were  abused,  and  often  assaulted,  in  the  public  streets. 

•  Daring  this  visit  the  Queen  (Catharine  of  Arragon)  attended  by  Wolsey 
and  the  beads  of  the  University,  paid  adorMi^n  at  tlis  alirina  of  St.  &idia> 

wlda. 
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tiMl  when  h^  Tisited  tiiat  place  id  1618,  he  founded  seven  Lee- 
Utte$,  ibr  Theology,  Civil  Law,  Physic,  Philosophy,  Mathema^ 
tics,  Greek,  and  Rhetortc*  His  attention  to  the  Universityr 
was  indeed  unceasing.  By  his  sedulous  care  the  Greek  language 
was  at  length  received  into  estimation,  and  a  taste  for  elegant 
learning,  in  all  its  branches,  became  general  among  those  sta-* 
denti  who  had  hitherto  devoted  the  whole  of  their  tident  to'  the 
qnibUes  of  the  schoolmen. 

•  When  the  king  was  desirous  to  divorce  Qaeen  Catharine,  hn^ 
forwarded  questions,  touching  the  legality  of  such  a  measure,  ta 
Oxford.  The  University  (strengthened,  perhaps,  in  their  re- 
pngnance  by  their  attachment  to  the  sentiments  of  Wolsey)  i^ 
fered  tiie  proposition  to  remain  unqoticed  for  three  weeks.  Three 
hsnh  and  eager  letters  were  received  from  the  king  before  the 
respondents  could  determine  on  the  nature  of  their^  reply.  A 
committee  of  thirty-three  Doctors  and  Bachelors  of  Law  then 
framed  an  answer  agreeably  to  the  king's  wishes,  and  affixed  to 
it  the  University  seal ;  but  Wood  says,  that  this  decree  was  not 
obtained  by  a  free  snffirage/  and  that  "  all  the  menaces  or  arts^ 
of  the  king  had  proved  ineffectual,  if  the  secret  committee  had 
Bot  taken  the  opportunity  of  a  tempestuous  night,  as  it  were  by 
Stcshh,  to  held  the  convention.'' 

Gratified  by  the  &vourably  reply  to  bis  roomentons  question^ 
tbe  king  speedily  visited  Oxford.  He  evidently  had  an  interesi 
in  gaining  favour  with  the  scholars ;  for,  in  little  more  than  a 
tvelvemonth,  he  declared  himself  "  Head  of  the  Church,''  and 
again  sent  to  take  tbe  sense  of  the  University.  The  present 
qaestion  met  with  less  opposition  than  the  former.  The  princi* 
pies  of  Luther  had  long  been  favourably  received  among, tbe  ma^ 
jority  of  students  of  all  classes.  Thirty  doctors  were  assigned 
to  tbe  discussion  of  the  proposed  case,  and  they  promptly  re* 
tamed  an  answer  perfectly  in  accordance  with  the  king's  desire. 

An 

*  Tbne  Lecturei  were  received  with  so  much  sealous  approbaiioo,  that 
thm  Regent  Hasten  preferred  a  aoppHcaUoo  that  they  might  not  be  obliged 
to  read  abore  half  an  hour,  iii  order  that  they  might  have  time  to  be  present* 
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An  examination  tbea  took  place  of  the  whole  Uaivenity,  mam 
Vy  maa,  and  the  decisioo  of  tie  thirty  doetors  was  popuforty 
tatified. 

Bat  the  intentiona  of  Henry,  in  reganl  to  the  spoliation  of  the 
einich»  were  soon  perceived  by  the  members  of  the  University, 
and  the  docility  of  their  acquiescence  was  naturally  at  an  end. 
fio  deep,  ihoagh  politically  moderate,  was  the  sentiment  of  re^ 
pngnance  OTinced  on  several  occasions,  that  a  bishop  publicly 
aaaerted,  in  a  meeting  of  Parliament,  "  tliat  the  Universities 
n^ere  aMich  decayed  of  late,  wherein  all  things  were  carried  by 
yonng  men,  whose  judgments  were  not  to  be  relied  on/' 

The  University  now  presented  a  dreary  spectacle.  Pestilence 
did  much  in  driving  the  scholars '  from  their  studies ;  but  an 
anticipation  of  the  calamities  to  which  the  chnrch  would  be  mA^ 
jected  did  more.  Of  the  students  who  remained  a  great  portion 
applied  to  the  study  of  physic,  and  some  to  civil  offices,  or  me- 
chanical employs.  But  this  residue  vas  small.  "  Of  the  inoep* 
tors,''  according  to  Peshall,  "  in  the  year  1546,  there  occur  only 
ten  in  arts,  and  three  in  divinity  and  law ;  whence  the  Univer- 
aiiy  held  not  a  convocation  from  February  to  September,  nor 
aSbided  clergy  enough  for  the  care  of  the  churches.^' 

Although  the  interests  of  Oxford,  as  a  learned  seminary,  were 
ftr  a  time  injured  by  the  wound  inflicted  on  the  ecclesiastical 
Amotion,  yet  it  must  ever  be  remembered  that  the  pursntts  of 
Uteratnre  were  first  oonducted  into  proper  channels  during  this 
apkndid  but  violent  reign.  The  University  was  likewise  enriched 
hy  private  patronage  of  the  most  munificent  description.  Besides 
Cardinal  Woisey's  foundation,  since  called  Christ  Church,  there 
were  founded  in  the  time  of  Henry  VIII.  the  two  noble  colleges 
termed  firazen-nose  and  Corpus  Christt. 

As  some  atonement  for  the  havoc  made  in  religious  houses, 
(in  conjunction  with  otlicr  motives  partaking  more  of  policy  than 
roiiibution,)  this  kinij;  erected  bishop's  sees  on  the  ruin  of  seve- 
ral of  the  most  opulent  monasteries,  and  appropriated  their  re* 
venues  to  the  maintenance  of  the  new  prelates.    Among  the 

apdiatcd 
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ipoiialed  edifices  to  recompensed  vas  tlie  Ahb^  ef  Oseem^, 
ttii%aoiis  to  Oxfoid,  vhich^  in  164%  was  ooiiTerted  iato  a 
cathednl  charefa,  and  the  eoiinty  of  Oxford  was  made  a  dioeesc.* 
When  Henry  matured  the  foundation  of  Cardinal  Wobey,  and  nn- 
dertaok  the  patronage  of  the  College,  on  which  he  was  destnas 
of  bestowing  his  own  title,  he  traneiated  the  cathedral  chnreh 
fion  Oaoeney  thither ;  and  from  this  period  only  it  it  obYieiis  that 
Oxford  is  strietiy  entitled  to  the  name  of  city. 

The  Uow  anticipated  by  the  churchmen  foil  with  overwhelming 
weight  io  the  reiga  of  Edward  VI.  The  first  act  of  Edward's 
coBBselloxi  (for  to  them  most  be  attributed  the  most  important 
sctioas  of  his  reign)  was  a  gross  violation  of  the  University 
itatstet,  since  it  directed  that  "  no  gownsmen  should  eoncem 
tbeottelves  at  the  election  (^  any  president^  fellow,  or  scholar^  or 
do  say  thing  to  oppose  the  visitation  uow  ordered  by  the  king." 

This  threatened  visitation  shortly  took  place,  and  the  sliate  of 
the  Oxonians  was  found  to  he  so  far  from  proqierous,  that  the 
miton,  atone  lime^  .entertained  an  intention  of  fednehig all  il» 
colleges  into  one,  on  account  of  the  narrowness  of  their  n^venues. 
Bat  this  intention  they  were  persuaded  to  abandon,  as  it  was 
osdeniood  that  the  king  had  determined  to  restore  to  tiie  Uni« 
venity  several  rectories  and  estates  lately  taken  from  them, 
Tbej,  however,  entirely  changed  ihe  form  of  University  govern* 
tteat^  and  gave  the  name  of  Edward's  Stetotes  to  the  new  code 
vbieh  they  fabricated,  a  code  that  remained  in  force  until  Arch- 
biihop  land  introduced  a  better  model.  . 

TIm  delegates  of  Edward's  anthority  evinced  a  violence  of 
temper  by  no  means  likely  to  reconcile  the  jarring  interests  of 
religion,  or  to  recommend  the  opinions  of  their  superiors  among 
the  jodiciouo  and  liberal.  They  either  directed  or  permitted  the 
coUege  libraries  to  be  plundered ;  and  many  rare  manuscripts 
wbidi  (if  we  may  believe  Wood)  conteined  no  hint  of  supersti- 
tious 

*  The  foHDer  rooms  of  the  Abbot  and  Monks  of  Osceaej  were  now'inha- 
lni«<l  hj  pfcbendariei  and  secolan.  The  Bishop  resided  in  Gloacester  (now 
Worces:a)  College. 


tiovs  dodrines  they  consigned  to  the  flames^  merely  becftute 
they  had  been  composed  by  the  votaries  of  the  "  old  learning.'^* 

•Indignant  at  this  treatment  the  chief  of  the  students  abandoned 
the  University.  The  schools  now  possessed  but  sixteen  deter- 
ming  bachelors ;  and,  though  1015  names  appeared  on  the  books, 
unch  the  larger  portion  bad  quitted  Oxford  for  ever. 

The  violence  of  Edward^s  advisers  and  delegates  was  as  im- 
politic as  it  was  illiberal ;  for  they  ought  to  have  foreseen  the  dan- 
ger of  a  change  in  conrt-sentiments,  and  should  have  endeavoured 
to  convince  by  argument  rather  than  to  terrify  by  iujunction, 
lest  they  should  only  be  collecting  faggots  for  tlieir  own  desFtmc- 
tion. 

Shortly  after  Mary  succeeded  to  the  Crown  she  abrogated  the 
oaths  which  had  been  lately  administered  concerning  the  rejection 
of  the  Pope's  authority.  Many  academics  now  returned,  and 
the  members  of  Magdalen  College  had  the  "  queen's  command 
to  resume  their  studies  where  the  professors  of  His  Holiness 
should  not  long  suffer  the  grievous  injuries  they  had  endured."  f 

Another  visitation  now  took  place,  under  the  direction  of  Gar- 
diner, Bishop  of  Winchester,  a  roan  so  much  inclined  by  temper 
and  religious  persuasions  to  harsh  measures,  that,  assuredly,  it 
was  injudicioBs  to  treat  his  delegates  with  disdain,  or  to  furnish 
htm  with  the  resemblance  of  an  excuse  for  resorting  to  acts  of 
violence.  An  ill -judging,  or  intemperate  friend  is  well  known  to 
be  virtually  the  worst  of  foes.  Instead  of  displaying  the  supe- 
riority of  the  Reformer's  tenets  by  a  mild  and  dignified  air  ef 
conscious  truth,  one  of  the  students,  hostile  to  the  court-delegates, 
anatched  tlie  host  out  of  the  pyx  at  evening  prayer,  rent  it  with 

his 

*  More  than  a  waggon  load  of  roanuscripta  were  taken  from  Merton  Col- 
lege, most  o(  which  treated  of  Divinity,  Astronoinj,  and  MaihcrniRticft 
and  were  written  by  inenibcrs  of  that  Society.  The  greater  part  of  these 
were  destroyed,  but  many  were  preserved  by  a  Dutch  bookseller,  rekidriii 
^i&  St.  Mary's,  and  are  yi't  extant  in  the  B<idlei«n  library. 

t  Reg.  Coll.  Magd.  he. 


OlCFORHBHIRi.  98 

%h  hU^,  and  tnunpled  on  it  vith  his  feet;  and  another,  openly 
in  Magdalen  choir,  forced  the  censer  from  the  hands  of  the  person 
ar^  was  about  to  ofler  incense.  • 

A  melancholy  scene  now  took  place  in  Oxford.  Archbishop 
Ckanmer,  with  the  Bishops  of  London  and  Worcester,  Ridley 
and  Latimer,  were  referred  thither,  for  the  alledg^  purpose  of  en- 
teriag  into  a  disputation  with  the  Uniyersity.  The  result  of  thUf 
eontroTersy  might  be  easily  anticipated.  The  court  knew  that 
the  biahops  would  prove  inflexible,  and  the  friends  of  the  ac 
Miaed  were  well  aware  that  no  preponderance  of  argument  could 
prevent  their  condemnation.  Yet  it  was  necessary  ,to  the  reput« 
•f  the  Romish  parly  that  the  University-disputants  should  ha 
Ben  of  controversial  ability.  So  barren  was  Oxford  at  this  time 
«f  persons  skilled  in  the  ''  old  learning,''  that  Bishop  Gardiner 
deemed  it  prudent  to  request  aid  from  the  sister*  University  of 
CSunbridge.  In  after-^ages  of  a  brighter  character  the  .Univer« 
wUj  of  Oxford  has  felt  cause  to  be  proud  of  this  penury  of  snper* 
atitioos  talent  After  several  meetings  in  St.  Mary's  chapel  Hyt 
Bishops  of  Lomlon  and  Worcester  were  excommunicated  and  con* 
demoed.  Their  execution,  in  the  highway  at  the  front  of  Baliol 
College,  soon  took  place.  Archbishop  Cranmer  was  reserved 
tor  a  more  tedious  fate ;  for  it  seems  that  the  prosecutors,  in  their 
eagerness,  had  hitherto  overlooked  the  necessity  of  the  Pope's 


Nearly  five  months  elapsed  before  an  interchange  with  His 
Holiness  coald  take  place.  When  the  messenger  returned  from 
Rome  Cranmer's  suflTerings  drew  to  their  close ;  but  the  barharoua 
spirit  of  the  times  caused  his  last  hours  to  be  of  the  most  affiicting 
aaftnre.  He  was  taken  before  Bishops  Bonner  and  Thilby  at 
Christ  church  cathedral,  who  caused  him,  with  cruel  mockery,  to 
he  clad  ia  pontifical  robes  made  of  canvas ;  and  they  placed  a 
■liaic  crosier  in  his  hand,  and  mitro  on  bis  head.  He  was  then 
stripped,  with  much  formality,  of  these  tokens  of  former  dignity, 
aad  ordered  to  prepare  for  the  stake.     It  was  intended  thai  a 

sermon 
f 
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MtOMi  sholdd  to  preached  on  tbe  spot  of  his  liuit  agOsy,  hat 
tke  day  proved  wet  and  atomy^  and  tbe  sermon  iras  therefore 
preached  in  St.  Mary's  church.  In  this  sHered  place  he  rqwated 
hia  firm  belief  hi  what  he  pi^eased,  and  eapecially  "  reoanted 
that  to  which  he  had  before  put  hia  hand."  Ho  then  endeafoond 
to  say  more ;  but,  according  to  the  historians  of  the  en»  the 
chief  persons  present  cried» ''  Stop  the  Heretic's  aouth»  and  tike 
him  away  V*  on  which  tbe  officers  pulled  him  down,  and  led  him 
to  the  stake-.  He  sutfreadered  his  breath  on  the  same  spot  with 
the  Sisliops  of  London  and  Worcester,  the  centre  of  the  highway 
in  the  front  of  Baliol  College. 

T  It  may  be  proper  to  observe,  that  ^veral  persons  of  consideratien 
were  sent  by  the  court  to  be  present  at  the  execotioQ^ybr^ariAtff 
any  tnmuU  should  afUf  amomg  the  citizens  ef  Ostford,  m  ctmss* 
quenee  of  the  archbishop's  detuh. 

According  to  Wood  (a  writer  by  no  means  inclined  to  throw  an- 
necessary  obloquy  on  a  Roman  Catholic  period)  the  University 
wpa  In  a  drooping  state  during  the  reign  of  Mary.  "  The  to- 
genioas  arts  were  held  iu  contempt !  The  divinity  school  wM 
iteUom  opened,  and  tbe  stipt^nd  of  Queen  Margaret^a  lecture  coo*' 
terted  to  tlie  use  of  repairing  the  schools*  For  sermom^  was 
acansely  one  in  a  month.  Public  lecturers,  through  idleness,  or 
insnfficiutcy,  seldom  performed  their  offices.  The  Greek  longuo 
fell  into  its  old  decay  ;  and,  in  general,  was  such  a  contiempt  of 
Itaituflg  and  disuse,  that  there  wan  no  appearance  of,  or  wns  a 
way  left  to,  tbe  miserable  arts.  For  six  years  there  were  only 
three  ibceptors  in  divinity,  eleven  in  civil  law,  in  physic  aix.-« 
Maaiers  of  AKs  one  year  bat  eighteen,  another  mnoleen,  another 
twenty-five,  and  another  twenty^neven." 
.  Yet  it  is  certain  that  some  learned  men  were  produood  by  Ox- 
iord  at  this  period,  and  the  qneea  {except  as  to  peculiarity  of  reh- 
gioos  tenet)  treated  the  interests  of  tbe  University  with  undevi* 
ating  dOQaider*tion. 

A  brighter  -etfa  soeceeded.     The  reign  of  Elizabeth  restored 

confidence 
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to  «11  cluMi;  AOd  the  queen  iru  too  ik(Ht>«gbly«OT 
fiaittled  with  llie^irciuiisUuicet  that  lead  to  the  well-beiay  ef  m 
Mt  te  btk  with  indiffisrenee  ea  the  aemiiiaries  of  the  learned. 

The  equaaimity  lif  this  aovereiga  was  evideut  iu  the  delibem^i 
Ilea  with  which  die  efteted  a  change  in  the  eatabliehment  #f 
tiie  Unifeniljr.  The  ra^  of  j^y  waa  high,  and  aeterAi  letteM 
were  seat  from  the  Ptotestanii  in  Oxfonl,  requesting  tlie  intet« 
fsielice  oC  the  queen ;  but  it  was  not  until  a  twekemooth  after 
hef  im^uritien  Utat  she  ddegated  persons  to  examine  into  the 
state  of  the  different  colleges;  and  these  she  required  ''  to  nse 
all  tenderness  npon  the  occaision.^'  The  objectionable  itidividuals 
were  then  depHved  of  place,  ot  induced  to  resign.  Only  twit 
(the  Dean  of  Christ  Church,  and  the  warden  of  Merton,}  were  in* 
dined  to  disallow  the  power  of  the  delegates  $  and  these  wcffa 
impissned  with  leni^;  the  latlel:  being  placed  m  the  hands  of  the 
qseen  herself  at  Hampton  Court* 

Bat  the  abock  occnsioned  by  the  freqnent  changes  in  religioi^ 
fui  the  conseqoent  uncertaint}  of  eccleaiastical  provision  Ibr  iHtm^ 
deali,  was  not  to  be  quickly  orercome.  In  the  year  1560,  not 
me  person  performed  theological  exerdses  in  the  scimols,  and 
safy  sue  m  eiTil  law,  and  three  in  physio<.  In  the  same  year  no 
difiae,  l^ist,  or  physician,  stood  for  his  degree..  When  Queen 
HMetb,  in  ld63,  issued  an  edict  declaratory  of  ceriiun  refu- 
hitiens  eoneeming  the  delivery  of  sermons,  there  were  only  tliree 
Paifeisity  preachers  in  Ox&rd;  and  two  of  tbene  shortly  after 
Ntiring,  the  pulpit  waa  supplied  by  akiy  Accidehtal  declaimer  who 
ifcttd.  Even  laymen  %ere  not  prediided.  Mr.  Taverner  of 
VMwEaton  (sheriff  of  Oxfordahire)  ekt  0/  ehariij^  mounted  the 
pilpit^  with  a  sword  by  his  side,  and  his  golden  chain  of  oilier 
smirind  his  neck.  This  waa  the  commencement  of  the  sermon 
which  he  presomed  to  address  to  academics,  and  to  which  the 
aesftSemics  of  that  day  condescended  to  listen :— "  Arriving  al 
the  Mount  of  St.  Mary's,  in  the  stony  stage  where  I  now  stand, 
I  have  brought  you  some  fine  biscuits^  baked  in  the  oven  of  cha- 
rity. 
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nty,  carefnlly  conserved  for  the  chicketw  of  ttie  chfi^li^  ib€ 
t|Nurrows  of  the  spirit^  and  the  sweet  swallows  of  salvation/^  * 

Very  few  years  elapsed  before  the  general  serenity  of  the  king^ 
dom  allowed  leisure  for  study;  and  among  the  first  proofiiof  a 
moderate  clemency  in  ecclesiastical  goveniment  may  be  noticed- 
the  flourishing  condition  of  the  University.  In  1666,  the  qneen 
visited  Oxford  *  and  the  magnificence  with  which  she  was  received^ 
and  the  speeches  delivered,  and  dramatic  pieces  performed,  shew 
at  once  the  tifflaence  and  talent  of  the  respective  collegiate  esta- 
blishments. 

In  the  1 9th  of  Elizabeth  was  passed  ''  au  Act  for  the  incorpora- 
tion of  the  two  Universities."  Disgusted  with  the  superstition 
of  the  Romish  church,  the  temper  of  the  University  now  ran  into 
an  opposite  extreme.  The  Earl  of  Leicester,  their  chancellor, 
was  addicted  to  Calvinism,  and  Sir  Francis  Walsingham,  first 
secretary  of  state,  was  notoriously  a  partizan  of  the  Cathari,  or 
Puritans.  This  latter  personage  institoted  a  theological  lecture 
to  be  read  three  tiroes  a  week.  Under  sucli  patronage  a  secta'* 
rian. spirit  unavoidably  gained  ^uud;  yet  the  eminent  scholars 
in  almost  every  liberal  branch  produced  by  Oxford  at  this  junc-^ 
tnre  are  sufficient  vouchers  for  the  thriving  state  of  rational  and 
manly  learning. 

The  city  was  often  visited  by  pestilence  during  the  reign  of  Eliza* 
beth.  In  the  year  1577,  occurred  that  fearful  calamity  termed 
the  Black  Assize,  While  the  court  sat  on  the  trial  of  a  Popish 
bookseller,  accused  of  circulating  offensive  pamphlets,  a  sudden 
sickness  seized  nearly  the  whole  of  the  persons  present  |  and^ 
witbin  forty  hours,  upwards  of  dOO  died,  among  whom  were  the 
lord  chief  baron  of  the  Exchequer,  the  hi[^h  sheriff  of  the  county, 
aeveral  justices  of  the  peace,  and  the  chief  of  the  jurors.  Tlw 
effect  of  the  earthquake,  in  1580,  was  severely  felt  at  Oxford. 
The  inhabitants  quitted  their  houses,  in  excessive  terror.    *'  The 

very 

^  This  sentence  alone  mast  be  au^cient  to  prove  tliat  thb  foundation  of  Cbt 
ehril  war  was  laid  long  bcfott  the  ill-fatod  Cbarlei  aitumed  tbe  Mcptre« 


MyqitmirvthatbadbetMktn  lli«msdveft  to  Mo(s  of  tlie  diir«tl* 
Ingt  for  shelter/'  Myft  <me  ^tiiet, ''  Bnd^^ttl jr  §y  out;  the  bird4 
•f  the  ftir  settle  on  the  groattd,  vnd  the  olen  low/*  Not  Bxtf 
sccid^nt  of  coiiseqoenee  ^fSL9,  hbwevef,  attencKmt  on  thts  emo* 

floiL 

Qneen  Elizabeth  faToorM  Otf^wttli  i  ^6tid  visit  in  1592. 

In  ^e  reign  of  James  f .  those  reiigiotis  differences  of  irbicH 
at  have  noticed  the  commencement,  assumed  a  snore  formidahl^ 
aspect  The  Papists  and  Puritans,  nnder  various  deceptive  mo<- 
difcatiofls,  treated  each  other  with  the  most  bitter  fend  open 
tanoonr.  This  hostility  Was  the  more  dangerous  to  the  state  at 
hege,  as  the  students  were  now  extremely  ifnmerons ;  and  iet^ 
ten  were  so  widely  di^eminated,  that  the  insinuations  of  the 
leqiectife  parties  found  reception  in  the  mo»t  remote  comers  of 
fte  kingdom.  The  ardour  with  which  the  controversy  wai 
BBLintatned  andonbtedty  led  to  st  depth  of  literary  tesearch;  but 
■till  it  caused  a  concentration  oC  inquiry  inrjurioos  to  the  solid  in- 
terests of  learning'.  SirHenrySavile,  in  thepreamble  of  the  deed 
by  which  he  annexes  a  salary  to  the  mathematical  and  astronomical 
pTofessorshTps  in  Oxford,  says  that  geometry  was  almost  totally 
thandooed  and  unknown.  ' 

King  Janes  resided  at  Oxford  for  some  time,  on  account  of  the 
plague  which  raged  so  fatally  at  London ;  btit  the  disorder  was 
nnhappify  conveyed  to  the  place  of  his  retreat,  and  broke  forth 
with  such  violence,  that  the  scholars  fled,  and  the  citizens  shiii 
their  shops  in  dismay.  **  Not  a  living  creature,*'  saysAylifTe; 
"besides  nurses  and  corpse -liearers  was  to  be  seen  in  the  streets, 
▼Mch  were  covered  with  grass  even  in  the  market-place.'^  King 
iamcs  I.  empowered  the  University  to  send  two  repr«sentatives 
to  FWiafflent  The  number  on  the  books,  in  tlic  year  1609,  was 
2254.  /  ' 

The  plagne  still  prevailing  in  London,  Charles  I.  held  a  Par- 
liament at  Oxford  in  the  early  part  of  his  reign.  ThiiS  short 
visit  was  only  the  precursor  of  a  longer  residence.  The  evils 
vbieh  hmi  beeo  ao  kmf  ia  embryo  mow  bmt  fofth>  and  it  ^as 

VouXIl.  H  found 


98  ^kfOMNiaims. 

fonni  tUt  the  swocd^  mom  fiady  settle  the  theokgkildi^pitfav 
in  which  the  natiou  was  plunged.  The  aMmhers  of  the  UoiTemli; 
who  had  heen  seen  so  lamentahly  di?ided  among  themselvea  when 
pifhUc  traoqnillity  allowed  time  for  reoondiCe  specolation,  aow 
'  proved  that  the  principle  was  correct^  thoogh  the  imagination  had 
been  deloded..  They  were  unanimous  in  professions  of  loyalty» 
aa^  proved  the  sincerity  of  their  assertions  by  presenting  tha 
whole  of  their  plate  to  be  melted  for  the  king's  nse,  on  the  oo- 
^orreoce  of  his  first  pressing  exigency*.  When  Charles  fennd 
it  e^cpedient  to  retire  from  Loudon  he  chose  Oxford  for  his  place 
of  abode;  and  in  this  city  the  chief  of  the  royal  fasHly  resided 
until  their  fortnnea  grew  entirdy  desperate,  and  th^  were  obliged 
to  separate,  never  all  to  meet  again  on  eaitfa.  The  king  had 
apartments  prqmred  for  him  at  Christ  Church,  and  the  Qoeen 
at  Morton,  between  which  colleges  a. private  way  was  now  opened 
for  their  accommodation  through  one  of  tiie  csnon's  gardens.  la 
the  ball  of  Christ  Church  the  king  collected  the  fragments  of  his 
Parliament,  and  opened  the  momentous  business  of  the  sessoo  with 
fk  manly  and  judicious  speech.  The  lords  afterwards  heU  their 
meetings  in  the  upper  schools^  and  the  commons  assembled  iath« 
convocation  house. 

Terrified  by  the  increasing  danger,  the  queen  was,  at  length, 
advised  to  quit  her  royal  consort,  and  to  seek  security  in  the  city 
of  EiLeter  during  that  season  of  maternal  difficulty  and  weakneoa 
whicl^was  close  at  hand.  The  whole  melancholy  winter  cS  164S 
was  passed  by  Charles  within  the  walla  of  Christ  Church;  and 
t  om  that  college,  now  doubly  honoured  in  affording  a  sanctuary 
to  the  misfortunes  of  a  prince  whom  it  had  hospitably  eutertained 
in^a  prosperoas  season,  he  wrote  the  memorable  letter  to  Lotd 
Dii^by,  in  which  he  said  that, ''  if  he  could  not  live  as  a  king,  he 
wonld  at  least  die  as  a  gentleman !" 

Although  e&ctual  measures  had  been  taken  to  fortify  the  city 
•f  Oxfoid,  Charles  deemed  it  prudent  to  accede  to  the  desire  of 

th« 

*  At  a  tttbiequept  peri<qd  tbe  Uaivcnityi  likewise  aMialtd  the  kiog  wiiliik^ 
Uau  of  abof  0  10,OOOL  in  aoney.  ; 


4b  Uffotiim  hd&m,  irhm  he  tank  penoBAlly  in  their  power,  and 
■ned  erden  for  its  peaeeable  snireDder.  The  poneaaion  of  Ox- 
M  waa  a  gratifyuig  eircnmatanoe  to  the  aectarian  party.  Their 
kiada  vere  eager  to  rand  the  Teatmenta  of  the  church,  and  to 
Mace  tiie  monmnenta  of  art  collected  by  the  united  elegance  of 
tnte  and  weil«ineaning  piety  of  many  agea.  A  Tiaitation  waa 
ipeedily  ordered  by  the  "  Parliament/'  and  the  Earl  of  Pem- 
broke, Chancellor  of  the  Univeraity,  degraded  himaelf  by  con* 
aoiiing  to  act  in  onison  with  theae  ignorant  and  fanatical  dele- 
gatML  The  eommiaaionera  aeon  commenced  action,  and  aet  them- 
adrtf  to  woik  in  reforming  the  diicipime,  and  cwrrediHg  the  er- 
f^doetriiief,  of  the  Unhersity,  by  the  rale  of  the  covenant! 
I  they  tbund,  but  thoae  chietfy  of  an  inferior  claaa, 
^lila  the  great  body  of  the  UniTcraity  met  in  couTocation,  and 
paaied  a  pnblic  act  and  declaration  againat  the  prolfo^  opiniona, 
*  An  act,"  anya  Lord  Claraidon,  ^  which  must  remain  to  the 
wolld'a  cad  aa  a  monument  of  the  learning,  eonnige,  and  loyalty, 
•rtUieKeeileatplace.'' 

Saeh  icenea  now  enaaed  aa  might  be  expected  from  therdigioua 
hdexieatioa  of  vulgar  minda.  An  ordinance,  aa  it  waa  called, 
waa  paaaed  Unr  the  aale  of  **  dean  and  chapter  landa ;''  the  viai- 
ton  placed  Tkrfent  aectariana  in  the  ofBeea  of  the  di?inea  who 
refaied  to  accede  to  their  propoaala ;  and  the  more  atrenuona  of 
the  elect  among  the  aoldiery  broke  all  the  painted  windowa  to 
which  they  could  gain  acceaa,  and  mutilated  the  moat  atriking  piecea 
d  caMematieal  aeulptnra  *. 

H2  During 

*  Craonrell  was,  himself,  not  intentiblc  to  the  iDflacncc  of  the  arts,  »nd 
would,  piobablj,  have  prevented  the  havoc  which  took  place  among  picturei 
tad  earvlogi,  if  the  Talgar  bigotry  of  his  faction  had  not  rendered  the  sacri- 
iee  neceatarj.  His  conduct  in  regard  to  the  cartoons  proves  that  he  did  not 
leak  with  ooldnefts  on  the  art  of  painting,  and  Warton  mentions  an  anecdot^ 
reipectbg  the  pillage  of  the  Uoiversitj,  that  evioces  his  love  of  music.  Tba 
organ  of  Magdalen  chapel  was  celebrated  for  the  fineness  of  its  tones;  and  wheft 
it  was  patted  down  as  a  diabolical  agent  of  superstition  he  caused  it  to  be  re« 
^Bvad  to  Hampton  Court,  aad  there  preserved  for  hi*  pa^icalar  anosament. 


ImM  iu<bv*idmU.  nsdor  t|^  iifcW  «(  FiolMter,  aucoenitdy.  rvki 
th^  country,  OkCv4  waa«  by  mq  hmmb^  tc«il%  aoppliai  witk 
j^oioiital  filMdenU  i  hut  ctensteal  kit nfaig  eatpcimMed 
i^uaiM.  Tiw  oMdUbiUft  for  koly  ot4ei«  vcre  not 
jm»cA  ooAQflniii^  th«ir  pn^gress  ia  Gveek  and  Mmhhi  atudiftiM; 
thait  aAvauc»  iu  f n^o»  was  Ike  only  nvkjftc^  o£  cafairj*  Tl» 
p^la  a|fmiWi(t  to^  iav^sti^ila  tiieir  pretMSHiaa  ware  tafnai 
IrytfTiV  aa4  vera  ckiafly  lay«ei}»  (lioagk  aasK  wera  ecdeaiaatMa 
of  the  Io4ifteiidoit  and  Praakytariaa  paiaaaMM«.  Ia  tha  yaar 
IQM^  OlivK  Ciaviivdil  was  ^iw^  obaafa^lor. 

Yet»  amMbl  tU»  wolafichaly  aoaae  aC  igaomaca  aad  aniba* 
aiasiBt  geaaine  taleal  aliU  iahiJ>itad  tfca  nota  thaiy  aeaipata  af 
iUa  Uaiaaiaily.  A  few  naa  a£  aadata  miad^  vkoaa  jodgnant  hai 
aM«y«d  ii^ry  froai  tbt  ddkitiaa  wflaoKa  af  tfaa  atrlex  io  whiefc 
^y  dwall».  beRfariadifial  eonfataaoH  fcr  tha  aoiaaianioatia*  of 
discavariafl  in  phyaka  and  genetry*.  Amtmg  tlieia  tka  nana  of 
WilkiDB,  afterwards  Bishop  of  Chester,  who  had  awrried  Ciaw 
well's  sister^  aWiNa  wkb  aAmml  laatve.  In  the  aMdings  t!hns 
piriJy  boU  we.  tniea  the  arigia  of  tha  Royal  Sootcr/jr;  Md  tha 
pea  would  he  indeed  Uvisk  whidi  foestawad  exaggerated  caan 
meadalioa  oo  Uie  foaaders  of  IbiA  aaaiiil  and  haaaaraUe  tnatila^ 
iioiL. 

Waller  tJie  poet  aUaya  asserted  that  Crsmwell  htmaelf  was  not 
io  Ulitecste  as  the  nuior  part  of  hie  faeiiaa;  aad  Neaie,  the  His- 
torian of  the  Puritans,  mentions  the  cicaaavtaaoe  aiT  hia  giving 
a  handled  pounds  a  year  to  tha  divinity  professor  at  Oxford  as  a 
proof  of  his  wish  to  encourage  learning.  He,  likewise^  presented 
some  Greek  manuscripts  to  the  Bodleian  library, 

Qa 

Hits  orgmn,  on  the  Restoration,  was  regained  by  the  college,  and  was  not 
AOfflty  iremnvcd  tilt  vvilhTn  these  last  thirty  years,  when  a  new  one  was  pre- 
sented by  a  fbrtncr  member.  Chalmers,  likewise,  observes  that  "  on  one 
dccailfon  when  at  Oxford  Cromwell  restored  a  young  gentleman  of  Christ 
Cbtjrch  to  his  stadcnt*s  place;  who  had  been  ejected  by  the  parlia^enlary 
YiiHorii,  merely  In  consequence  of  hcarhig  him  ting,** 


Oft  Ike  ilefttonkiiii,  the  Viih^riity  was  eephieri,  wi&  ill  om^ 
venient  speedy  on  its  former  heeuA,  The  ^^  dean  and  obapter^  laada 
iKoe  feterned  to  tlie  tefithiate  praprietora;  aad  mo^  of  those 
pciMtts  vho  had  been  anjastly  expelled  by  the  sectariaii  ^onmittee' 
Here  restored  to  their  respective  collegiate  statidM»  Whea  enea 
the  leadera  of  the  &natical  party  were  removed  the  remainder 
darily  acoeded  to  the  wholesome  caatoms  of  anoient  order  ^'Afler 
several  tyiaatiical  governmenta/'  aaysC^ardndoa  (wbaae  warmth, 
whea  speaking  on  a  sahject  eoaneeted  with  learning,  mnsl  be 
pirdoned,)  '^  nntaaUy  succeeded  each  oth«,  and,  with  the  aama 
aaltee  and  penrerseneas,  endeafonred  Id  extingoiah  all  good 
nteratare  and  allegiance,  Oxford  yielded  a  harvest  df  extiaordi- 
nsry  good  and  sound  knowledge,  in  all  parts  of  learning;  and 
aany  who  Were  wickedly  introduced  applied  themselves  tniha 
iftady  of  good  learning  and  the  practice  of  virtue,  and  had  in* 
cfoation  to  that  duty  and  obedience  they  had  never  been  taaght'^ 
Hie  namea  of  the  able  and  honourable  men  who  matured  their 
rtadiea  at  Oxford  in  the  reign  of  Oharies  II.  would  fbrm  the  best 
somment  on  Lord  Clarendon's  text. 

In  the  year  1681,  Charles  II.  snmn^  .ed  a  Paritament  at  Ox- 
M,  the  meeting  of  which  was  attended  with  many  boisterous 
dreonatanees.  Party-spirit  now  prevailed  to  a  high  degree.  The 
popniar  Aietioa  afieoted  to  dread  aome  secret  machinations  among 
fta  Papists ;  and  their  leaders  entered  Oxford  attended  by  large 
taina  of  aervants  and  partisans  to  aet  as  guards.  Numerous 
hands  of  soldiery  were  ranged  round  the  royal  quarters;  and,  on 
the  whole,  according  to  Home,  the  asaembly  rather  bore  the  ap- 
)  of  a  tamultuoaa  Polish  diet,  than  of  a  regular  English' 


TUa  Boene  of  tarbnleace  was  shortly  Mowed  by  others  of  a 
hapoitani  nature.    In  the  reign  of  James  II.  the  spirit  of 
ftction  again  broke  forth.    The  modification  was  altered, 
the  temper  was  the  same.     No  attempt  of  this  infatuated 
to  sohfert  the  religious  estahliabment  of  tlie  oottUti7  has 
«     H  3  aMre 
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more  forcibly  attracted  the  notice  of  historiana  tibaii  hia  iHegd  iBt* 
terferettce  iritli  the  UDiTereity  of  Oxibrd. 

Not  long  after  Jamea  ascended  the  throne,  the  president  of 
Magdalen  College  (well  known  to  be  one  of  the  richest  foonda* 
tions  in  Europe)  died ;  and  the  king,  relying  on  a  psofession 
of  passive  obedience  lately  made  by  the  University,  transmitted 
a  command  for  the  election  of  a  person  named  Fanner,  to  the 
vacant  office.  This  Farmer  was  a  man  guilty  of  the  most  de- 
grading vices,  and  the  fellows  of  Magdalen  humbly  requested  hia 
majesty  either  to  leave  them  the  fi^eedom  of  choice  ordained  by 
their  statutes,  or  to  nominate  a  more  suitable  character.  The 
king  was  either  too  busy,  or  too  disdainful,  to  make  a  reply; 
and,  when  the  day  of  election  arrived,  the  fellows,  without  hesi- 
tation, chose  for  president.  Dr.  Hough,  a  man  of  virtue,  ficm- 
ness,  and  correct  nuderstanding.  Enraged  by  this  conduct,  JasMi 
sent  down  an  inferior  ecclesiastical  commission,  the  persons  en- 
trusted with  which  consented  to  withdraw  Farmer  from  all  pre? 
tensions,  but  presented  a  mandate  in  6vour  of  Parker,  recently 
created  Bishop  of  Oxford,  a  man  lilcewise  of  oflensive  chaiaeter^ 
but  who,  like  the  former  candidate,  was  ready  to  embrace  t)|e  Ca- 
tholic religion  without  scruple.  The  fortitude  of  the  collegiaHec 
rose  progressively  with  the  increase  of  danger.  Theyreqpeet- 
fully  stated  their  resolution  to  abide  by  th^  tenor  of  their  statales; 
but  mentioned  their  tried  and  well-known  loyalty  as  a  proof  ef 
their  readiness  to  adhere  fo  the  Crown  under  all  lawful  oirpimr> 
stances. 

The  unquestionable  justice  of  their  cause,  and  the  mild  eharae- 
ter  of  their  representations,  availed  little  with  the  ill^viaed 
king.  He  viewed  tbe  affiur  in  so  serious  a  light,  that  he  visited 
Oxford  in  person,  and  commanded  the  fellows  of  the  refractery 
college  to  appear  before  him  at  Christ  Church.  After  an  angry 
meeting  with  them  in  that  place  *,  and  several  subsequent  en:* 

deavonxe 

*  In  token  of  their  fobmisMve  disposttioo  on  points  with  which  Uw  aaft 
•ometence  did  not  interfere,  the  fellows  ali  reveTenily  knelt  before  bis  ■■•• 


t  cfMdly  ipklei^  to  rednee  them  to  idijeei^beifieiice,  flit 
piciideiit and  all  thefellows^  exeept two,  ware  f««iUy  cspetted 
Ik  ctOege.  A  blended  seiitiiMDt  of  teifor  and  detestation  waa 
created  by  tfaia  oondnct  among  all  tbe  friteda  of  cool  reason  and 
aprigbt  goTernment ;  and,  in  tbe  year  1688^  when.  James  waa 
tkimed  in  bis  tani  by  tboee  preparations  of  tbe  Prince  of  Orange, 
wkidi  led  to  an  equitable  and  permanent  arrangement  of  national 
aifain,  oae  of  bis  first  steps  towards  a  tardy  retribution,  waa  a 
raaststenent  oC  the  expelled  president  and  felk>wa  of  Magdalen. 

We  hne  int^tionally  passed  oTer  oeTeral  cireamstances  of 
iane  ntfarest,  nnconneeted  with  the  general  history  of  tbe  Uni- 
Tcnily  as  a  learned  establishment,  daring  the  periods  between 
Hcary  VIII.  and  the  ReToIotion,  persuaded  that  the  detail  would 
pwve  more  acoeplaUe  under  tbe  beads  of  the  different  colleges  at 
idricb  the  tiansaetions  took  place.  Ininenced  by  the  same  oha- 
ndor  of  oonaideration,  we  refer  the  succeeding  annals  of  Oxford 
citircly  to  those  pages* 

Tbestatntes  under  whidi  the  UniTeiaity  of  Oxford  acts  as  acct- 
ponte  body,  receiTod  the  royal  approbation  in  the  reign  ofCharles  L 
Tliekgislalive  btanch,  and  that  by  which  degrees  and  honours  are 
mnfnred,  consisto  of  the  meeting  of  tbe  viee-chanceUor,  beads 
^  bsaeop,  and  proctors ;  of  the  convocation ;  and  tbe  congregation* 
lu  tbe  meeting  first  mentioned  all  new  statotes,  orders,  and  regn- 
htdtm,  relating  to  the  University  must  originato.  When  these 
aremioved  they  are  passed,  in  order  to  be  ratified,  to  the  htnue 
H4  of 

j^y  i  bot,  regardless  of  their  bamble  pottare^  James  U  said  to  have  ad- 
^tttttd  ihem  in  the  following  maimer  : — **  Ye  have  been  a  stubborn,  turbo- 
lent,  ooUrge.  I  have  Jniown  yon  to  be  to  these  nx  and  twenty  years.  Yon 
kne  affronted  ne  in  this. — Is  this  your  church  of  England  loyalty  ?  Oi\e 
vaald  Wonder  to  find  so  many  church  of  England  men  in  such  a  business. 

Go  hone,  and  shew  yoorseives  good  members  of  the  church  of  England  i 

Get  joa  gone  1  Know,  I  am  your  king :  I  will  be  obeyed ;  and  I  command 
/ou  to  be  gone  1  Go,  and  admit  tbe  Bishop  of  Oxoo  1  Head  !  Principal ! 
^*«t  d'ye  call  it  ^"  (Here  a  bystander  said,  Preiirfeiil)— "  I  mean.  President 
<if  the  CoHege !  Let  them  that  rcfbse  It,  look  to  it ;  they  shall  feel  the  weight 
•**»  tOTereign's  displeasttre." 


Ml  aU  docieis  a«4  ma«t«ps  wha  hay*  1»k«D  ovi  their  |rmeiMf. 
.Tke  cmgregaiUm  is  4)oaipMe4  of  the  TiceM^haaoellar ;  ih#  pmo- 
tois,  er  their  de|mtil»;  the  n^^ea^ty  regmU  (doctors  in  4ip 
^inity,  lav>  and  medicine)  or  Biavtera  of  arts  for  the  first  two 
.  jsiirs  following  the  act  after  tbey  wei^  admitted  to  their  da- 
gfoesi)  and  the  regfnds  u4  plficiHm  (all  resident  deetova;  aU 
f  nhUcfvofesaofB  and  lectarem;  aU  beads  of  colleges  and  haHa; 
and*  ia  their  ebaeaee^  their  deputies ;  the  Blasters  of  the  scboob; 
the  finblie  examiQers ;  and  deaIl^  and  censors  of  colleges.) 

The  eflleers  by  whieb  the  UniverBity  is  imnediately  gorenied 
ate  the  ohaueeilor^  the  high-steward,  the  vioe-ehaQceUor»  aadiwo 
praetors. 

The  ehanedllor  is  elected  by  the  teembera  of  the  eeaYoea- 
tioa^  aad  is  aaoaUy  chosen  Arom  the  most  dietiogaished  of  the  aa- 
eient  nobility.  This  office  was  once  annaal ;  and,  at  the  aoat^ 
triennial ;  bat,  in  the  15th  century,  an  eeoleeiasticy  Rpaael,  Bi- 
shop of  Loadoo,  was  elected  obaaeelW  fiir  life ;  and  this  laode 
of  ekctioD  afflirdel  a  preeedent  s4  desimble  that  it  haa  wai- 
lomily  been  acted  oa.  in  atthaeqaeat  i^es.  The  doty  of  the 
ohanceikr  is,  aader  the  kfa^,  to  aaperintoiid  the  interests  of  the 
Uftivenuty }  to  defead  its  Ubertiea;  to  laTestxgate  its  com^MOla; 
tooaaaufio  its  prograsa  in  whelesone  leaning  and  refineneol; 
to  feater  the  eibrts  of  its  genias.  In  award,  to  beeone  ita  pan- 
tooting  father.  For  theae  puipoaaa  he  is  endowed  inth  Inll 
power.  He  has  a  court,  in  which  he  has  the  liberty  of  pre- 
siding, either  in  person,  or  by  deputy,  when  a  scholar  or  privi- 
leged person  is  one  of  the  parties ;  and  the  statutes  of  every  col- 
lege are  so  finmed  as  to  render  his  authority  essential  to  its  vital 
principla 

The  high  steward  is  nomiaatod  by  the  ohaneelk>r,  but  oaiiBot 
act  uiilfl  he  has  sworn  to  fulfil  hts  engagements  before  the  oon- 
▼ocation.  His  duty  is  to  assist  the  chancellor,  vice-chancellor, 
and  prgctors,  in  the  performance  of  their  respective  offices;  and, 
execuUvely  under  the  chanctiilor,  to  defend  the  privilegea  aM 

laws 


OXffQUMIM.  |«( 

Imoi  of  the  Ushremty.  In  the  eoivt,  lie  &its>  wbeii  leqaiMg  ef 
l^gal  rqiresentatiTe  of  the  choucellor,  and  boldp  the  conrt^b^ 
«f  the  Umyeisity,  either  by  himself  or  deputy.  Thb  o^ieer 
nainUiiw  his  appointment  for  life,  and  is  gvneraUy  a  man  of  iUua* 
Idoua  birth,  ai^  of  eminent  talent. 

Tho  Tioe-chancelior  l»  recommended  by  the  heads  ixf  boueeiH 

tet  ia  nominated  by  the  chaaeellor,  and  admitted  and  mrom  into 

fifice  by  the  confocation.    He  ia  alwaya  the  head  of  eove  €th 

kge,  and  ia  annually  nominated,  thongh  the  oiSee  haa  of  h!^ 

nsnally  been  eiyoyed  by  the  Bame  person  for  four  aaeeet^Te 

yean*    The  vipe-chanoellor  auperiiitenda  the  due  performance  of 

Unitenity  regulations;  calls  convocations,  coagregationa,  and 

courts;  licenses  taverns;  expels  delinquents,  &c.    He  eboosea 

foor  depnties,  termed  pro-vice*chaneellon,  one  of  vhom  aOM^Uea 

Us  place  in  the  instance  of  sickness  or  absence*  -  ^ 

The  two  proctors  are  masters  of  arts  of  at  least  four  yeap^ 

■tanding,  and  not  more  than  ten,  from  their  regency.    They  are 

ehosen  from  the  aeveral  eollegea  in  turns,  according  to;a  cycle 

wade  out  in  tlie  statatea  granted  by  Charles  L    The  proctors 

an  elected  by  the  common  auffiage  of  all  doctors  and  mastess  of 

arts  in  their  respective  coUeges*    They  assist  the  vice^cbaooeUer 

in  convocations  and  ooogregations ;  aee  that  the  scholastic  exMv 

\  are  duly  performed,  the  statutes  observed,  just  weights  .and 

kept,  right  habits  worn,  and  the  public  peace  preservedL 

These  oAicers  name  four  masters  of  arts  as  pco-prodon,  to  aasiet 

ia  the  execution  of  their  duty. 

Besides  these  Unitersitj  magistrates  tiiere  b  a  puUic  ^aiat^ 
who  Lb  chosen  by  the  convocation,  and  must  be  at  least  either  a 
bachelor  of  civil  law,  or  master  of  arts,  and  not  of  the  same 
eollcge  with  the.  penon  last  elected.  He  writes  letters  and  adi- 
dresses  on  public  occasions;  delivers  an  harangue,  as  organ  of 
the  Univenity,  at  the  reception  of  any  prince,  or  person  of  pe- 
culiar cuiiuence,  and  presents  the  honorary  degree  of  master  of 
arts  to  those  on  whom  it  is  conferred. 

A  Keeper  i^ike  Archmfes,  who  is  elected  by  the  convocation, 
9  and 


IM  <nCfOR]>8HlU. 

1 

Mid  wliofle  doty  it  is  to  arrange  and  preserve  the  teeorda  and 
charters  bekmgiog  to  the  University;  and,  by  yirtae  of  readiag^ 
them  publidy,  to  plead  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the  University' 
vpon  emergent  oGcasi<As. 

A  Registrar,  who  attends  <»nvocfttion8^  comp'egattons,  and 
Mher  Bieetings ;  registers  all  acts ;  takes  copies  of  letters,  and  of » 
ail  indentures  which  pass  the  University  seal»  or  that  of  the  chan- 
ceifor's  office.    The  Registrar,  likewise,  collects  and  receives  the 
rents  of  the  University. 

In^addition  to  private  officers  in  each  college  and  hall,  who  see 
that  doe  order  and  discipline  are  preserved,  and  all  the  liberal 
scieneea  read  and  taught,  there  are  public  lecturers,  and  profess 
sors  of  the  following  descriptions  r^Divinity,  Hebrew,  Gredc, 
CivU.Law,  Medicine,  Modem  History,  Botany,  Nstoral  ndloso* 
phy.  Astronomy,  Geometry,  Ancient  History,  Anatomy,  Miisic> 
Arabic,  Poetry,  Anglo-Saxon,  Common  Law,  and  Chemistry. 

There  are  four  terma  kq>t  in  the  year;  and  the  degrees  taken 
in  tins  University  are  in  divinity;  law,  physic,  and  the  arts.  Re- 
sidence of  sixteen  tenns  is  required  for  the  degree  of  bachdor  of 
nrts  *,  and  of  twelve  terms  from  the  time  of  admission  to  that  de- 
gree for  master  of  arta,  .  For  some  of  these  latter  terms,  how- 
ever, a  dispensation  is  usoally  allowed,  and  a  residence  of  three 
weeks  is  sufficient  to  complete  each  tem.  The  degree  of  bachelor 
of  civil  law  is  granted  those  who  have  been  stod^ts  five  yean^ 
Four  yesra  after  which,  they  may  be  admitted  to  the  degree  of 
doctor.  The  degree  of  bachelor  of  divinity  is  conferred  on  masteta 
of  arts  of  fear  yeara'  standing,  and  that  of  doctor  of  divinity  four 
years  after. 

The  exercises  for  the  d«|;fee  of  bachelor  of  arts  and  bachelor 
in  civil  law,  are  these:— The  candidate  most  respond  once  be- 
fore 

*  An  exception  is  made  in  favoor  of  the  tons  of  English  peer»,  eldest  ions 
•f  haroncts  and  knights,  or  sons  of  Scotch  and  Irish  peers.  When  these  arc 
inatricuUted  as  soch,  and  are  not  placed  on  tho  foundation  of  any  college,  thej 
are  allowed  to  be  candidates  for  a  bachrior's  disgree*  after  having  conpMed 
three  years. 


Ibra  the  nasten  of  the  schools;  and  no  person  is  aUowed  to  ro* 
qNmd  snless  he  has  attended  the  exercise  at  least  one  day 
during  its  whole  continuance.  This  exercise  is  confined  to  the 
ehssics,  the  nidiments  of  logic,  and  Euclid^  Elements  of  Geo« 
netry.  The  candidate  for  the  degree  of  bachelor  of  arts  must  b« 
created  general  sophist  on  the  completion  of  two  yean'  standing; 
•ad  he  most  attend,  at  least  twice,  the  readings  of  the  deter* 
mining  hachdors.  He  is  then  publicly  examined,  which  exami- 
nation cannot  take  place  before  the  beginning  of  the  fourth  year 
from  his  BDatricnlation* ;  and  no  candidate  can  he  examined  nn« 
til  be  has  responded  before  the  masters  of  the  schools ;  nor  unless 
he  has  been  present  at  the  examinations  at  least  two  days  wRhin 
tbe  two  y^ears  iounediately  preceding  the  term  of  his  own  exami- 
latioD.  The  examination  consists  of  the  rudiments  of  the  Chris* 
tisB  rdigioD^  classics^  rhetoric,  logic,  moral  philosophy,  the  ele- 
SKSts  of  mathematics,  and  natural  philosophy.  Erery  bachelor  of 
arts  is  to  deUrmme  in  the  Lent  after  he  has  taken  his  degree. 
Tbis  exentee  b1iou14  consist  in  the  reading  of  two  Essays  in  IMa 
pme,  but  for  one  of  the  Essays'  he  is  at  liberty  to  substitute  a 
Muposition  in  Latin  rerse  on  a  subject  approTed  by  the  masters 
sf  the  schools.  There  are  four  public  examiners,  who  are  nomi* 
aited  by  the  ▼ice^chancellor  and  the  proctors,  and  must  after- 
vaids  be  approved  by  the  convocation.  They  must  be  all  pre- 
test during  the  examinations,  ,and  an  examining  master  is  not 
iDewed  to  examine  a  candidate  of  the  same  college,  or  hall^  to 
which  himself  belongs. . 

The  total  number  of  members  on  the  University  hooks  is  about 
MO,  For.  the  reception  of  these  there  are  twenty  colleges,  and 
ive  hafls,  to  the  description  of  which  we  now  pass. 

ALL 

*  Enept  at  to  thoM  who  are  allowed  to  taice  a  degree  at  three  years* 
Sach  may  be  esamioed  at  the  beginning  of  the  third  year  from 
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ALL  SOUIJS*  COLLEGE, 


Was  foQiided  in  the  year  1437,  by  Henry  Chichele,  Arckbiahep 
ef  Canterbory ;  and  consiata  chiefly  of  two  spacious  cenrta»  one 
entered  from  the  High  Street^  and  the  other  from  the  paTod 
aqaare,  in  vhich  ia  erected  the  Radcliffe  library.  The  frnit  t»* 
wards  the  High  Street  is  a  low  irregular  range  of  bQiUing, 
which  retaina  but  littte  of  ita  pristine  symmetry  and  chancier. 
This  frobt  was  originally  194  feet  long,  with  two  galewaya,  three 
Tcry  fine  bay  windows^  and  an'embattlement  to  the  extent  of 
its  whole  length,  with  grotesque  l^eada  and  spouts.  The  bay 
windows  are  now  modernised,  and  the  embattled  character  of  the 
{MUfapet  b  in  one  part  preserved,  and  in  another  destroyed.  The 
tower  over  the  chief  entrance  remains  nearly  untouched  by  any 
devaiiting  hand  save  that  of  time;  and  is  a  pleasing,  as  wellaa 
venerable,  specimen  of  the  original  architect's  taste.  Two  laigo 
and  welUsculptured  figures  of  King  Henry  VI.  and  Ardihishep 
Chicbele  are  placed  in  niches  over  the  doorway. 

Bat  all  want  of  prei^ossessittg  regularity  and  grandeur  in  the 
front  is  amply  atoned  for  when  the  interior  is  examined.  The 
court  first  entered  from  the  High  Street  is  about  124  fe^t  ia 
length,  and  Tl  in  breadth,  and  contains  many  features  of  the 
ancient  structure  erected  according  to  the  design  of  Chichek. 
The  style  of  architecture  is  solid,  and  the  buiMinga  low,  with, 
an  embattled  parapet  uniformly  preserved.  The  tower  over  the 
gateway  on  the  south,  and  one  face  of  the  chapel  on  the  eon- 
trsry  side,  nearly  unaltered  from  the  plan  of  the  ancient  builder, 
bestow  a  gratifying  air  of  Ciothic  solemnity. 

The  great,  or  interior,  quadrangle  increases  in  beauty  as  weD 
as  in  dimensions.  This  court  is  172  feet  in  length,  and  155  in 
breadth,  and  was  erected  at  dtfilerent  periods  of  the  last  century, 
in  consequence  of  various  liberal  subscriptions.  The  chapel  attd 
hall  occupy  the  southern  side,  and  on  the  north  the  splendid 
library  of  the  college,  constructed  in  a  correspondent  style  of 

archi« 


l»  Ae  bsiMiiigt  direedy  ^ppoatA  to  H,  «iigro«s6« 
Ihs  vlioie  ealMvif«  nage.  On  the  ve§l  is  &  cMster,  the 
I  vf  theoaMTi,  wifli  a  gcta  of  entrance  in  the  centre.  TIhi 
I  ^vism  centftiBs  Uie  oottmon  roem,  and  a  series  of  othef 
afartvenls,  vermetnited  by  two  lofty  towers.  The 
iftyk  «f  lh«i  qminagk  is  the  mix;ed  Qfythic,  a  character  of  ar« 
llilMtore  winch  allowed  room  for  the  excursions  of  creatire  taste, 
while  the  dwke  of  it  shewed  a  creditable  respect  for  the  onm- 
feer  oCihe  origiort  hailder.  The  interior  conrt  of  All  Sonls U 
happy  in  possesaliffc  the  umibm  grandeur  of  associated  objects 
10  Moesssfy  to  a  Iqll  display  of  arehitectttra!  eflect.  The  towera 
sa  fhf  esfll»  atreq^thened  by  gradaated  bnttresses,  and  declining 
stifae  to|^  into  iesseanif  nmiarets  of  delicate  workmanship,  ooili- 
fMtff  Ml  the  eye,  and  engage  the  attention.  On  the  two  ad* 
jsiaiiig  sides  the  ehepel  and  tbe  lihrary  well  snpport  this  lofty 
wjtsty  of  streetore;  and  the  highly*wrought  dome  of  the  Rad* 
ehft  libmry  seeow  placed  iatentionaJly  beyond  the  doister,  en 
tbe  sppoitte  side  of  the  qnadrangfe,  to  present  a  back  gronnd  of 
■fthpaling  flHig^fieeDce^  while  St.  Mary'9  taper  spire,  rich  [im 
Gothic  ornaments,  shooU  above  the  buildings  which  compose  the 
sitoosvrl. 

Isha  Drael,  Archdeacon  of  Exeter,  and  Roger  Keyes,  betb 
aienraids  Mlowft  of  the  college,  were  the  principai  architeeie 
•sq^syed  in  the  original  huikKng ;  and  Rawksmoor  planned  ani 
sttptrmtended  the  arrangement  of  the  new  quadrangle. 

The  chapel  retains  the  exterior  only  as  left  by  the  founder. 
The  sipevh  decorations  placed  there  by  diichele  were  ehceiy 
rasofed  in  the  reign  of  Elizabeth,  by  order  of  the  high  eon- 
•iwisBCts  appointed  under  that  queen,  who  seem  to  hare  et^ 
Muned  a  traly  puritattieal  arersion  to  the  ornaments  of  ther 
cM  leKgion.  The  interior  of  the  chapel,  as  it  now  stands,  wae 
sninged  by  the  eomhrned  talents  of  Sir  Christopher  Wren^  Sir 
Jims  ThombiH,  and  Dr.  Clarice.  An  eminent  siinpKci^  9m4 
•iteeness  pervade  the  whole.  The  floor  is  of  black  and  white 
Vtthlt.     Tfas  rwtf  is  dit ided  into  coeipartAests,  paisfted  and 

gilded 
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gilded  OB  caiiTM  with  a  gnttofol  idMely  of  iMte.  The  ficrtf 
on  each  side  are  filled  with,  pfdated  .figures  of  diffnent  iUostrioiis 
penons  eonneded  with  the  ooUege.  The  aHar-pieee  is  composei 
of  fiue  clooded  marble,  over  which  is  an  Assumption  piece  of  tho 
feimder.  This  picture,  together  with  the  ceiling,  'the  figures  on 
the  piers,  and  two  vases,  the  bas-relief  of  which  repfosents  Hbm 
institution  of  the  two  sacraments,  was  execnted  by  Sir  Jamsn 
ThomhilL  In  a  compartment  over  the  commnnion-table  is  an 
estimable  picture;  a  noli  me  tangere  *,  by  Me$$gs,  who  painted  it 
at  Rome,  and  parted  with  it  to  the  college  for  three  hundred 
guineas.  The  colouring  is  extremely  fine, .  partieulariy  thai  of 
the  Saviour.  Mingled  amazement,  joy,  mid  grief,  are  happily 
contrasted  in  the  fiuse  of  Mary,  to  the  dignity  mid  snpefhanuna 
composure  of  Jesus.  The  windows  are  painted  inOhiaio  scuro, 
by  Lovegrove  of  Marlow,  except  that  on  the  west,  which  wan 
performed  by  Eggington.  Each  compartment  of  this  latter  irin-» 
dow  merely  assumes  the  imitation  of  an  unoccupied  Gothic  niche ; 
a. uniformity  which,  perhaps,  will  be  deemed  fatiguing  to  the  eye, 
notwithstanding  the  utmost  efibrts  of  the  artist  to  please  through 
the  medium  of  simplicity. 

The  interior  of  the  hall,  a  room  of  striking  elegance,  was  con* 
strucied  early  in  the  last  century,  at  the  expense  of  the  society, 
and  of  several  gentlemen  who  had  formerly  been  members.  At 
the  upper  end  is  a  fine  statue  by  Bacon  (for  which  he  received 
450  guinean)  of  Justice  Blackstooe,  and  over  the  chimney  is  a 
piece  by  Sir  James  Thonihill,  representing  the  Finding  of  the 
Law,  and  King  Josiah  rending  bin  Robe.  The  hall,  likewise, 
eontains  the  portraits  of  Colonel  Codrington,  the  founder,  and  Sir 
Nathaniel  Lloyd,  by  the  same  painter.  Round  the  room  are 
placed  a  series  of  casts  from  the  antique,  and  busts  of  the  fonn* 
der,  of  linacre,  and  of  Leiaad.  This  latter  bust  may  well  b* 
dttce  the  spectator  to  pause,  and  pay  the  tribute  of  a  sigh.  L&- 
land  was  one  of  the  most  laborious  scholars  of  his  era;  and  when 

ho 

•  So  called  in  alloiioo  to  tlie  Srat  words  ofChrNt  to  Mary  Magdalene  ater 
bit  resorrectioa,  "  Toneh  no  not  I" 
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kaiflied,  inl«r  tike  pitrolMge  of  Hcnr^ 
kftgmfhj,  be  had  the  high  merit  of  slyliog  binaelf  the  fint 
vrittt  who  wm  wxioiis  lo  impart  the  gimoes  of  eloqaenee  to  tke 
MamtkMie  eoaneeted  with  hU  ponoilii.  Bat  when  Henry  (who^ 
tttUirare  instaoee,  meet  be  conndered  in  the  light  of  a  ma* 
Kkmt  palnm}  tied,  Ldaad  became  neglected^  aad  hk  aocom* 
fiiflM  mind,  overvbdmed  with  its  own  weight»  when  no  friend* 
iy  httd  Wis  sigh  to  lend  tnppovt,  eank  into  ruins.  His  librarjr 
mm  cviaead  the  diaovder  of  hia  thonghla.  The  yolnmea  onee  . 
10  wtMically  nnged,  and  the  notea  whwh  had  been  eoUeeted 
tntk  ao  mach  eue  and  labour^  were  acatleied  tomnltnoaaly 
fi  the  floor.  He  waa  aoon  pronounced  unequivocally  insane^ 
aaddied  in  hia  fortieth  year.  The  boat  deaeribea  him  aa  me^fiw^ 
iltfirened,  and  penaive.  80,  strongly  mitfked  are  the  lioea  of 
ynantore  eld  age»  -that  Gianger  baa  Tentored  to  pronoonee  tho 
bsitiappasititioaa ;  but  (aa  baa  been  obaerved  by  D'laraeli)  whea 
Nr.Gmnger  fcrmed  that  opinion  he  did  not  look  with  the  eye  of  a 
phTMognomiat  It  ia  the  havoc  of  mind,  and  not  of  age,  that 
<lndi  expresaed  in  the  imaged  countenance  of  Leland  *. 

Tlie  Ubraty  (perhaps  the  largest  room  of  its  kind  in  the  king- 
lMi)i8.196  feet  in  length,  and  32{  in  breadth,  with  an  exception  of 
the  «Btie,  in  which  a  recess  ia  formed  fifty-one  feet  and  a  quartev 
fcmithe  commencement  to  the  termination.  Th6  height  ia  aol 
km  than  Anrty  feet;  and  there  are  two  aacceeding  rangea  of 
iKwk-emssanpported  by  pilaatera  of  the  Doric  and  Ionic  orders. 
Above  the  gallery,  which  ferma  an  aeceaa  to  the  upper  range,  are 
vma,  aad  busts,  in  bronxe,  of  some  of  the  moat  eminent  fel* 
lows  of  the  college,  caat  by  Sir  Henry  Cheere.  Over  the  door 
!•  a  fee  boat  of  the  founder,  by  Ronbilliac ;  and  in  the  area  of 
the  cential  recess  ia  placed  a  statue  of  Colonel  Codrington.  ^ 

To  this  latter  person  the  society  is  indebted  for  the  splendour 
flf  the  present  building  in  which  its  booka  are  reposited.  Colo* 
ttl  Codriigtoii  waa  bom  in  Barbadoea,  but  of  Eogliah  parenta^ 

and 

*  As  eofrtTiBf  from  tbU  bast  is  profiled  to  tbe  L\tt  of  I^taadt  pobliihea 


Hi 

4ier  tlie  appMilmeBt  of  Kin^  WMliftM  he  aftenrmrdi  btfOMM  Ctp» 
Mn  Geaefttl  and  G«vener  la  Oln«f  «f  tiM  leeward  OadUioe 
iaiaads ;  and,  at  hie  decease,  Ikeqaeatiied  the  aan  ef  W/OOOL  ibr 
a»  pnrpoae  of  eonstraettag  a  new  iibraiy  at  AH  BOokii  Oxlbrd$ 
tmS,  alao,  to  the  same  college  fie  left  a  eollectioii  of  book% 
tlorth  not  lea»  than  ^flm.  The  irat  atone  of  the  now  batflk 
lug  was  laid;  in  1716;  by  Dr.  Yeang,  the  weU-known  mMmt  of 
«ho  Night  Thoughts;  bat  the  whole  waa  not  eenipteled«ai  tte 
year  1 760.    The  entire  eXfenao was  12,101 1. 6§, 

In  the  vestihnle  of  the'Mrary  ia  a  iHpod,  whieh  wan  fomid 
giCSofinth;  and  whieh  la  eonaidered  mit^e,  aa  it  ki  iiinMd  of 
naiMe,  and  has  aaneeuriova  particnIaritaeB  in  the  osnatmetien 
of  the  pedestal.  A«  ante4ihnrf ,  and  several  aubofdinato  i 
at  the  Bonth-end,  eontain  some  futerestiag  specimena  of  \ 
oelonred  glaas,  among  whieh  the  portraita  of  Henry  VI.  anid  of  the 
Ihander  are  supponed  to  be'eoenl  with  the  fenwdation. 

Henry  Chichete,  the  ibt»def  of  tins  eollege,  waa  bom  abow| 
the  year  1362,  at  lligham-^PerMn,  in  NorthaaiptOHiriiiio»  Ho 
reoeif  ed'the  mdimenta  of  education  at  Wioeheater  sehooi,  and  waa 
thonreaiofed  to  Mew  OoHege,  Oxft>rd,  whose  he  atndied  the  oMI 
and  enneii  law.  After  enjoying  Tariona  eeclesiaslieal  pwifetsatBli 
he  was  noticed  By  Henry  lY.  and  waa  empleyed  hy  that  ao* 
teretgn  in  several  negeciationa  wi^  t}te  apoatoKG  coawtr  in 
1408,  lie  was  presented  by  Pope  Qregery  Xil.  to  4he  Bishoprfo 
of  St.  David's ;  and,  in  the  early  part  of  the  reign  of  HeoryV. 
ho  sneeeeded  to  the  Archbiahopric  of  Canterbnry.  JDnving  the 
Ihcifooa  days  \irhiah  so  ealMnitoasly  marked  the  aeeesaloa  of  tiM 
avscth  Heary,  Chichele  ft^trtA  to  his  pvovince,  in  whieb,  indoed» 
he  foulid  ample  employtaent  Ibr  the  extent  ef  his  talent  The 
iaetrlnea  of  Wickli^  were  rapidly  spreading  among  the  people, 
nnd  as  qnicfcly  annihikting  all  respect  for  the  ehnreh  as  esta«i 
biisbed  at  that  period.  The  taakof  Chiohele  wasdWeoH;  hot 
he  performed  it  creditably.  As  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  ho 
supported  the  rights  of  the  ea^JdishaMat*  hut  aev er  aoiered  the 

paisioan 
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to  imediBfeiHtbAbe  ftemnfiiiiSim  ^flhi 
Etcd  Fox,  tM  wam/l^ftdogiki,  u  ailenl  r^ipMCuig 
CM4e;  aad  die  siktice  «f  Sool  mi^  nmty  be  mppeied  lo 
IMiaae  omdi  ae  the  comiiieiMliftiOtt  ef  any.  oliier  wrilir.  WhOe 
•divi^  «««eeil  iA  the  fhHieB  eT  kk  proTinee,  €bidieb  laU 
Mie  |ln  fif  MMt  CoHes^  ia  Oxford  wUdh  he  IWed  to 
AeiailBrol.  Biit»  Jom  after  the  iralb  of  AH  Sods  ireie 
inia,  he  ^  ao  fie«iligly  the  lafimiliea  of  old  age,  thathe 
«iAe  aa^aMiMi  to  the  Pape,  in  lifaich  :he  atalad  th«t  he  mi 
-^ mmr  eigh^r^  hoMry  laden,  infirm,  and  weak.heyond  meaaare;*^ 
e,  -hogged  to  he  nRefi^  from  thai  htn^hen  dt  eo^ 
l.dnty  whieh  Jie  ooold  jbo  longer  sapfMit,  either  villi 
iise  to  VmmW,  or  heittit  ^  otfieM.  He  ^eiaaed,  however*  ttf 
Maniniiniftjfcdbretfa^anmnr^the  Pope  eodd he  ohtamai^ 
Mi  «aa  iaUnred,  with  nmdi  jKlleiiBitj^  in  the  e«lh#iMl:4rOii|» 
ladborjL 

la  the  chafller  of  AH  Seoh,  lAkiefaMB  gtinted  in  1486,  IGlng 
BiDrj  ¥1.  at  the  raqiieat  of  Clttohde,  aasumed  the  title  of  fcan*> 
^,  tn  coBianetioa  with  IIm  avehbiahop;  hot  4he  latter  rebioed 
lii  legitbUve  power  in  ngard  to thenew EataUiahoient.  The 
•(aMig  of^he  name,  by  which  the  College  wae  ordered  lo  he  dia« 
Ih^gaMiuJ,  mmy  he  ondentood  from  the  directiona  given  the  Hk* 
^iety  to  pray  for  the  gpood  estate  of  Henry  VI .  and  the  archbiahop> 
Aaiiig  their  Kvea;  and  for  ,tlMir  ooole  after  tbeirdeeease ;  dao 
ftrthe-aonloiof  Henqr  V.  and  dl  the  noblemen  and  other  anbjeottf 
«ka  had  fdlen  is  tbt  war  with  dPraiioe ;  *  and,  after  4!heae,/for^tho 
Mb  of  all  the  foHblal  doMued.  The  atatalea  fiwaaed  by 
41Mwle  for  the  regulation  of  faia  cidl^g;e  weie  modelM  ift-Ht^ 
Miim  to  ithaae  of  his  great  praenawr,  Wykeham.  One  en^ep-^ 
tin,  hawtofer,  oeeuited,  wbtoh  baa  led  to  much  Jifligatien;  M 
•the  chaice  of  folfows  a«.pttfeMnee  waa  alwayo  to«be  given  to^tbi^ 
Mt  4i  lijw 'deeceiidtd  ^onthis  two  4irotbe»a.  The  diffleotty  ^ 
«Mertaining  precedence  of  consanguinity,  at  a  period  so  remote  as 
^Vfmoi,  will  he  lesdily  perceived,  mimnMenkimne  thHt,*in 

Vui^XlI;  i  the 

^Aiclwle  btd  strenuously  advised  Henry  to  undertake  tlie  Frendcb  war. 
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^  year  1765^  the  edlateral  deseendanti  of  Chiehde  wcve  to  be 
toaoed  through  nearly  1 200  fiunUies ! 

AflMMig  the  many  emineBtmeii,  who  have  itodied  at  AU  8b«U 
ne  find  the  following:  Archbiahop  Sheldou;  Jereniy  Taylor; 
Biaho^  of  Down  'and  Connor;  Linacre,  the  first  person  who 
taagbt  Greek  at  Oxford.  This  celebrated  man  was  first  edvcatod 
at  All  Souls,  and  then  puisoed  his  stadiea  abroad  until  suf* 
ficiently  accomplished  to  assist  in  the  introduction  of  polite  litera- 
ture .to  his  own  ooimtry.  He  .was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Col* 
lege  of  Physicians^  London,  and  was  its  first  president  Leland ; 
Sir  Anthony  Shirley  ;  Tindal,  the.  sceptical  writer,  who  was  prin- 
Gipally  remarkable  when  at  this  college,  according  to  a  clerical 
biographer,  for  an  extraordinary  appetite.  Dr..  Sydenham,  to 
whom  medical  science  is  so  much  indebted ;  Sir  William  Trani- 
hnll,  the  statesman,  and  friend  of  Pope ;  Sir  Christopher  Wren. 
In  addition  to  the  skill  exercised  by  this  eminent  architect  in  the 
arrangement  of.  the  interior  of  All  SouPs  Chapel,  he  constructed 
a  curious  sun-dial,  still  preserved  on  the  southern  face  of  the 
chapel,  which  "  shews  the  time  to  a  minute,  having  two  half  rays 
and  one  jrhole  one  for  every  hour,  and  the  minutes  marked  on 
the  sides  of  the  rays,  fifteen  on  each  side  *.''-^ir  Nathaniel 
Uoyd;  Sir  William  Blackstone,  whose  commentaries  refteot  such 
distinguished  honour  on  his  memory. 

There  was  long  preserved  a  curious,  though  inconsequential  cos* 
tom  in  this  college;  that  of  celebrating  the  festival ^f  the  Mat* 
lard  every  year,  on  the  I4th  of  January,  in  remembrance  of  a 
huge  mallard,  or  drake,  found,  according  to  tradition,  in  a  drain 
under  ground,  on  digging  the  foundation  of  the  college.  On  the 
recurrence  of  this  festival  an  ancient  and,  humourous  song  was 
regulariy  sung.  When  Pointer  wroto  his  Ozoniensis  Academia, 
he  coounitted  offence  by  insinuatbg  that  this  immortalised  mal- 
lard was  no  other  than  a  goate.    The  insinuation  produced  a  re- 

ply 

*  Bisny  sfchilsctonil  dnwiogi  by  Wren  are  preterred  in  the  library  of 
this  collegs,  from  the  view  of  wbicl^it  if  evident  that  he  wnmd  bis  pisns 
with  KTUpnloaa  csre,  sad  made  frpqnent  altersiionf  in  bis  original  desigufi 
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pljrtai  Dr.  BMkler,  repkia  irith  irreuttiUe  ivony ;  Imt  Psintar 
■rt  t  ptrtiaan  id  Mr.  Bilsoii,  chapkun  of  All  Souls,  who  iasaed  » 
Uo  sheets  inlhiiled,  **  Proposals  for  printing  by  Bubscriptioii 
tlie  History  of  the  MaUsrdtaos;''  with  the  figore  of  a  cat  pio» 
ixieii,  said  to  have  been  foand  starved  in  the  college  library.  The 
iestival  hss  now  been  for  some  years  disoontinned. 

I%e  society  oonststs  of  a  warden,  forty  fellows,  two  chaplains^ 
sad  six  clerks  and  choristen. 


BALUOL  COLLEGE. 

Tbis  huWng  has  all  the  uopleasiog  irregularity  of  aichiteo* 
tml  featores  which  arises  irom  the  constniction  of  additional 
fsits,  at  Tarions  periods,  with  a  greater  regard  to  internal  ac* 
cosmodation  than  to  exterior  beauty  of  aspect.  The  Ibander 
wtt  John  de  Balliol,  of  Bernard's  Castle,  in  the  county  of  Dnr* 
bsD,  a  man  of  mach  power  in  tbe  13th  century,  and  a  firm 
Mend  to  Henry  IIL  during  all  his  contests.  De  Balliol  married 
tbe  Lady  DerTorgille,  daughter  of  Alan  of  Galloway,  a  Scottish 
k»Ni,  by  Margaret,  eldest  sister  of  the  last  Earl  of  Chester, 
wba  was  one  of.  the  heirs  to  David,  Earl  of  Huntingdon,  younger 
brother  of  William,  King  of  Scotland.  By  this  marriage  tbe 
^>SBder  became  fitther  of  John  de  Balliol,  the  unfortunate  king  wf' 
Sootknd. 

Ma  de  Balliol,  the  elder,  possessed  a  love  of  learning  uncom* 
■on  with  tbe  gentry  of  his  era ;  and,  instigated  by  this  honour* 
sble  propensity,  he  commenced,  so  early  as  the  year  1263,  the 
Bsinteoance  of  sixteen  poor  scholars  of  Oxford.  The  death  of 
Ibis  geaerons  man  appears  to  have  been  sudden,  since  he .  left  no 
vrittjra  document  declarlitive  of  his  intended  bounty,  but  earn- 
estly recommended  the  scholars  whom  he  had  hitherto  protected* 
^  the  permanent  attention  of  his  lady  and  his  executors.  The 
^(^nitt  bounty  of  de  Balliol  had. arisen  from  bis  personal  estate; 
*&d  ss  this  property  passed  away^  from  the  hands  of  his  widow, 
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charilmble  and  religious  fesluigft  of  Uie  lady  wcie  a*  aUy  aaHad 
iDto  exercise '  by  bee  Confiesaor,  Skhard  Siirktiny,. »  ninoiile 
-friar,  tbat  ahe-toak  tbe  fiiture  anpfarlaf  llerdacaase^liasbaBd'a 
atudeats  on'  her  own  rcapoaaibiiily^  Aa  tke  irat  step  of  fiojaolfri 
kindness  she  hired  a  booae  ob  the  sito  of  park  of  llia>  pwD— t  aal- 
lege ;  and  was  ao  fiMrtupate  a*  l»  neeinilh  Iba  eoncorranoe  of* 
De  Balliol's  executors  in  her  sucoeadiag  anaaaoMa  for.  givMig 
permanency  to  the  estabKshment.  In  1282,  abe  appmnted  ata* 
tutes  under  her  seal,  which  are  at  present  chiefly  intereating  as 
they  shew  the  state  of  eonegkille  diaci^na  at  so  early  a  period. 
Among  other  particulars  the  students  were  enjoined  to  be  present 
at  divine  officea  on  Lord'a  Days  and  principal  fealivab;  and  also 
lit  sermons  on  those  days,  onliias  proTeoted  by  argeafc  neeeaaiiyt. 
Tbey  were  to  choose  their  own  principal ';  bnt  he  waa  la  ^  ap»> 
proved  and  confirmed  by  the  procnratara  appointed  by^bavaslf  ^»> 
Ibre  be  conld  exercise  any  aaUiority.  Beifova  and  albsr  dailf 
Meala  tiiey  were  to  speak  a  bencdictioa,  and  la  pray  <br  tfaa 
aoul  of  her  basbaiid,  and  lor  her  procnraters,  according  la  a  pN- 
acribed  form.  Tbe  richer  scholars  were  enjoinad  to  life-  tea^ 
perately,  that  tbe  less  afluent  of  their  fehow-stadents  ungbct-nal 
be  "  grieved  by  bordenaome  expenses;"  and  sueh  aa  munuared 
respecting  this  injunetioa  were  to  t>e  expelled.  The  acholara 
were  to  speak  Latin  in  common,  and  a  sophism  was  to  be  diapuled 
and  determined  every  other  week.  A  poor  scholar  was  named 
by  the  procurators,  to  whom  the  other  studente  were  boand  to  give 
every  day  the  broken  meat  of  their  table.  At  thia  tme  the  nttu- 
ber  of  scholars  was  about  sixteen. 

This  new  society  shortly  gained  fresh  stiength.  The  Lady 
Dervorgille  purcliased  a  tenement,  called  Mary's  HM,  aa  a  per* 
petaal  settlement  for  the  principal  and  students,  and  preaenlsd 
them  with  laoda  (since  lost]  in  the  county  of  NorthnmberlaaA 
The  son  of  De  Baliiol,  at  the  same  time,  honourably  confirmed 
the  foundation  so  anxiously  desired  by  his  father.  The  revenues 
af  the  collage  were,  however,  still  ao  small,  th%t  they  yielded  oaiy 

eight- 
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•iglil|fNite  pet  ^eek  to  «liek  aeholior;  but  ttntUiafy  b^ifcfai^oni 
were  soon  found,  among  whom,  may  he  pAitioikriy  noticed  Sic 
WiBMla  Velton^  wio^  «bpiit  the  yelo-  1340,  bestowed  tbe  rectory 
nmi  minor  of  iU>botslcfy  in  HiHitSiig^^Ionslnre ;  and  Sir  Pbilqpi 
Ssmo^le,  wlui  gfave  the  chiirftb  of  Long  Benton,  with  llii\dft  m 
liMcovafty  of  Morthaiidierkmd,  for  the  maintenance  of  six  ftcho* 
lan^  to  be 'chosen  by  the  sixteen  feHows  already  belonging  i6  the 
poU^gt,  bwm  among  tlie  poorest  natives  of  the  places  made  over 
'lilm  ahonU  poaseas  promising  abilitifs.  In  couseqnenqe  of  thia 
beiKifikctioii  iMW  statates  were  introdnced  by  Sir  PhiUp,  in  whidi 
it  «ks  ordered  thf^  the  soeiety  shouMv  thenceforward  cbooae  out  <tf 
Ui^ir  vmnber  otie  who  should  govan  all  the  establiahoient^  under 
tll«  anava  of  master.  Fresh  regulations  respecting  srt;udy  wer^ 
likewka  inyosed ;  and  the  wel;kly  allowance  of  the  fellowli  and 
BshaUsi  was  raised  to  elevea-pence,  or,  ia  times  of  dearuess  of 
prwtmioli»  {which  oft^  ^^cgonied,}  to  fifteen-pence.  These  sta- 
lirtea>  dated  1340^  ^k«  O^Hdnned  by  Edward  Balliot,  king  of 
aootlaMl 

Shortly  afteSr  thin  period  Thomas  Cave,  rector  of  Welwylce  in 
Torkahfro,  left  one  hunted  poftnds  to  be  judiciously  laid  out  fir 
the  porpoae  of  increasing  the  number  of  scholara.  With  this  andl 
were  piveiiaaed  the  Uvinga  of  Fillingham»  RiseholmOy  and  Brat* 
tkhy,  in  Useolnshirf  .* 

In  ld07»  it  waa  settled,  by  a  new  body  of  statutes  drawil  np 
\lj  the  Biahopa  of  Wiacheater  and  Carlisle^  thht  the  number  of 
feOowa  ahonU  be  limited  to  ten,  who  Were  all  to  study  divinity 
aai  to  aator  into  h^y  orders.  Bdch  fellow  was  to  have  the  pro^ 
sftation .  of  oii4  aoholar»  And  the  master  of  two.  This  number 
waa  aAerwaida  augmented  by  th^  benefaetions  of  John  Bellj' 
Biabop  of  Woreeater,  who  died  in  156i6 ;  William  Hammond^ 
£s%.  af  Gaildibi4»  in  Survey,  who  bequeathed  iOOL  per  annum, 
thangh  only  the  priaoipal  anm  of  200L  was  obtained;   Lady  Eli<> 

13  zabeth 

^  TbcM  three  tedoHes  still  uppend  to  the  Collegey  and  are  thus  valaed  id 
Hwkiiig't hooks:  Fillingham,  Sfl.;  Rtfeholme,  4J.;  BratUeby,  71.  lOa. 
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zabeth  Peiiam,  of  Greenland^  in  B^kshire/  wito  founded  a  fd^ 
lowship  and  two  scholarships,  &c. 

In  addition  to  these  liberal  bequests^  Dr/ Warner,  Bishop  of 
Rochester,  and  founder *of  Bromley  College,  gave,  in  the  year 
1666,  part  of  the  emolnmeuts  of  his  manor  of  Swayton,  for  tke 
maintenance  of  four  scholars  of  the  Scottish  nation,  to  be  chosen 
by  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  and  the  Bishop  of  Rochester, 
each  to  hare  twenty  pounds  yearly  until  he  had  taken  the  degree 
of  M.  A.  when  he  was  to  return  to  his  own  country,  to  assist  in 
supporting  the  ecclesiastical  establishment  of  England.  This 
fund  has  since  been  increased  by  the  profits  arising  from  the 
manor  of  VSiou  in  Warwickshire,  presented  for  that  purpose  by 
John  Snell,  Esq.  a  native  of  the  county  of  Air,  in  Scotland. 
The  donation  of  Mr.  Snell  was  to  be  applied  to  the  service  of  not 
more  than  twelve,  nor  less  than  five,  scholars,  to  be  chosen  from 
Glasgow  College,  at  which  place  he  had  himself  received  educa* 
tion.  It  is  impossible  to  quit  the  subject  of  these  last  bequests 
without  observing  that  the  benefactors  appear  to  have  been,  in 
s  great  measure,  actuated  by  a  spirit  of  grateful  remembrance 
towards  the  original  patroness  of  the  College,  and  the  ill-fated 
King  of  Scots,  her  son. 

While  the  society  was  in  its  infancy,  and  nurtured  chiefly  by 
the  kind  but  circumscribed  auspices  of  Lady  Dervorgille,  the  stu- 
dents were  accommodated  in  two  buildings,  (termed  the  new  and 
the  old  Baliiol  flails,)  and  various  subordinate  tenements,  all  of 
^hich  stood  neariy,  or  quite,  within  the  boundaries  of  the  present 
edifice.  No  part  of  the  building,  as  it  now  appears,  is  older 
than  the  reign  of  Henry  VI.  The  front  towards  the  street,  w% 
have  said,  b  extremely  irregular.  In  the  central  approach  to  the 
quadrangle,  which  was  partly  built  in  the  time  of  that  king,  and 
which  still  forms  the  chief  division  of  the  College,  is  a  Square 
Gothic  tower  with  an  embattled  parapet,  and  an  orfel  over  the 
entrance,  on  each  side  of  which  is  a  highly  enriched  and  cano- 
pied niche.    Tbc  arms  of  the  Baliiol  family  likewise  adorn  tlus 

gateway. 
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gilcvay.  On  die  rigbt  is  a  pitta  weighty  range  of  boiidings, 
CBMtuHLted  in  the  b^aaing  of  the^  eighteenth  century  ^  and^  on 
tbe  left,  an  extent  of  edifice  which  reaches  IQS  feet,  very  hand- 
■oae,  but  possessing  little  consonance  of  character  to  the  divi- 
sion on  the  remote  side  of  tbe  gateway.  This  baildiog  was 
erected  at  the  expense  of  Mr.  Fisher,  late  fellow  of  the  College. 
It  IB  divided  into  three  stories,  and  has  a  pediment  over  the* 
centre,  with  a  shield  on  its  flat  sorfaee. 

The  same  dissimilarity  of  architectural  festure  pervades  the 
interior  of  the  quadrangle.  This  court  b  120  feet  long,  and 
8a  feet  broad.  The  simply-beantlful  front  of  the  hall,  which 
remains  neariy  as  left  by  the  architeet  the  sixth  of  Henry's 
time*  forms  the  chief  part  of  the  western  side;  and  the  remaining 
gionnd  is  occupied  by  the  residence  of  the  master,  built  by  Bishop 
Grey.  A  bay  window  in  the  front  of  these  lodgings  is  eminently 
beantifid.  It  is  of  the  finest  florid  Gothic,  and  the  intersections 
of  carved  stene  work  are  delicately  light.  Tbe  northern  side  is 
eoBiponed  of  Uie  chapel  and  the  library,  the  whole  having  an 
wshstlled  parapet.  The  great  entfance  to  the  chapel  is  nearly  in 
Ae  centre,  and  is  highly  decorated,  but  still  possesses  that 
l^fatness  of  ^kct  which  the  Gothic  architects  knew  so  well  the 
msnnrr  of  prodociog,  even  in  the  midst  of  a  seeming  redundancy 
cf  embellishment.  On  the  east  is  the  plain  front  of  the  building 
conalmcled  in  the  eighteenth  century.  The  venerable  tower  stands 
an  a  centre  to  the.  southern  division  of  the  court,  on  one  side  of 
vrbich  is  a  continuation  of  the  heavy  structnre  that  forms  the 
eastern  range,  and  on  the  other'  is  a  low  Gothic  series  of  tbe 
mrigiaal  edifice. 

Besides  the  boildings  already  noUced,  there  is  an  area  on  the 
north-west,  which  comprises  several  detached  apartments  built 
lor  tlie  nse  of  students  by  Archbishop  Abbot,  in  the  reign 
of  Charles  I.  On  this  area  abuts  the  northern  extremity  of  the 
pile  raised  by  Mr.  Fisher,  which  bears  the  following  modest 
iascr^tion,  placed  there  in  attention  to  his  own  wish : 
TsnBUM  HON  AMPLitja— FieanR. 
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tiui  expeoM  of  viliy  rtiT^to  joDQftrikotem,  anA  iCiillaaM  iiHii» 
iitensllMff  spMineiM  of  |«ioted  ^«.  TliecaMten-iraidoir^Mi 
pMeatad  liy  Dr.  StiiMw^  is  1609;  «id  expeaM9>  i&  coIm* 
tttjpemely  vbU,  the  Patsion^  B«»iinreotioD,  aad  AsMttsiMu  ft 
iji  aaid  tha^  WatUtaun  iras  defttrouB  of  Hacinjg^  thk  ghu  ia  bii 
qhl^,  ani  oftvefl  2001  fi>r  it  The  aecood  wiMkm  oa  i^m 
aouth,  containing  the  story  of  Hazekiah^a  jicknea*  and  raq>viqp^ 
la  execliled  |l>y  Bbrriatf-  Van  LingOy  and  waa  preaentaft  Iqr  I>r. 
Wentworth. 

The  Ifatf  ia  a  pleuMng  hiiUiiig,  in  the  ^inM  alyK  tto 
IHtemr  of  whieh  ba«  b«aa  ntodeniiaied  in  a  f  iaia  hot  vaapaclaU* 
9M«er.  A*a*g  the  plate  poaaeaaed  by  the  Coilegie  ia  a  ]f0g0 
^  ptfcsedted  hy.  «'  the  Man  of  Roaa." 

the  Liimary  of  Baliiol  wa.bailt  at  difimsf  tiaea  ;  the  part 
%)waiilB  the  weat  by  Dr.  Chaee,  is'  B4S»7 ;  aad;  that  on  the  aaafe  bf 
Hr.  Boberl  Abdy,  in  1477.  Both  ef  these  denoM  ^en  aanaa 
time  Haateri  of  the  Society.  The  interior  ymn  eatueiy  aai* 
httilt  by  Wyatt,  a  few  yean  back»  in  a  atyle  so  aadite^ 
and  temperately  idritatiTe  of  the  Gothie,  Ihali  it  eanaothe  tatt 
warialy  oonanended.  The  wiado«8»  which  are  aacieM,  aye.cifn 
helKahed  with  the  anna,  ef  heoeflictem.  Thia  lihrary  ibnacrip 
ooaiaiBed  many  valuable  maabsariplai  not  leaa  than  260  of  w1h<3» 
were  pceaeoled  hy  one  prehitey  in  t4e  year  1454 ;  -*— ^  Cbef  ^ 
Biah^  of  Ely,  who  ea4)Ioyed  naiaeeoaa  tiaaaadbers  aad  illwDMii 
aaloia  in  variooa  parte  of  the  coalineat*  But  thia  apleadid  odhr 
lection  waa  craeUy  ifeijarbd  hy  the  viaitaea  in  the  seigfi  ofBdMai 

VI.  Mach  liberality,  however,  has  been  exercised  in  rogaad  %m 
the  dooatien  of  priated  hooka  in  aaeoeeding  pcradb,  aad  the 
library  now  poeeeaaea  an  exteaaive  iyfawgeatent  of  latimthla 
works. 

In  this  Collegie  were  edncated  the  fiaUowiag  eminent  prehicas 
MertOB,  ArehiuBbop  of  Oanterbory,  the  aUe  aiinialer  ef  tteaarf 

VII.  and  second  petfietttal  chancaUor  of  the  Ui^iversity j  TafNtaU^ 
Bishop  of  Durham,  a  pptdate  iaimieal  ta  tha  Refenaation,  bat 

who 


(hK  ^nd  LiMeie  §  Dr.  Jhvf^  h^  BiBh^ii^i:&aU%Tj,  lAo 
BMuM  H  tU»  COMge  frw  St;  Vai^'^a  HuH^  SqU  m  BiAip 

Avoag  tbe  £tl«bnt€4  stadniiU  of  oUmt  talks  •f cur  the  aUBMi 
«l  ifanphray*  the  "  goo4''  Odke«f  CUfpofiiler^  a  iioUeMM  idbn 
Ike  faG«li»r  revflr#iiee  ^t  \kt  VniTenilir  fl^  largie^  «| 
«r  tlie  p<Mi&  likr^ry ;  J#Imi  Tiytoft,  Earl  ef  W<Mrc#8,lnr» 
of  Utai^KUwe  IB  the  iaa«pii»#f  Henry  VL  aftd  f!^ 
VipJ  IV.  Tine  iMd  ia  well  kaewii  laa  one  of  the  earlie«^\Beg* 
lieii  viilcra  who  itei^leyed  tha  paeas.of  Caictoii;  lUMts  of  Wur* 
wieh»  the  hiatanafr;  Sir  Ilobert  Atkyas^  chief  hamit  of  tbeEti, 
eheqwr«  ajid  hie  eeo^  the  hntoriaa  ef  Gleueesterahire  ;  TeWlft 
Cm^  egypeeed  te  ba  the  feuiidei^pf  the  sect  ef  Aattifeeiianei 
the  taetefiil  and  jeAoioae  Joh»  Evdyd,  wheae  aaiee  will  ooeee 
vhcn  we  Mentien.th^  AranMiaB  DMihlea  preeerved  ia  the  Vf»v 
veiai^  (  Pr.  Oarlea  Pavewanl,  aon  of  the  laureate^  end  an  ahle 
ifilar  a»  fhnfe;  Hatehioaon,  the  hiatorian  ef  Deraetahire  { 
Md  Jtom  Weet,  joiMSliiQe  pieaident  oi  the  Royia  Satiety.  In 
tmHam  to  thte  lia^  U  meet  he  ofaaerred  thai;  John  WicUiflle^  tbe 
KlAeelfd  vpftwnlef,  waa  eiiee  oMieter  of  the  GoHege,  a  weaai« 
ataee  til»t  wie  leeaUec^  by  eieny  when  Craaaier  anirendered 
Ua  h«atk  op  tbe^  pet ed  wey  direetly  Oj^oaite  to  the  ehief  eiH 


The  Society  conaiata  of  a  master^  twelve  fellows,  fourteen 
aad  eighteen  exhihitieiier»>:  and  poaaeasea  tbe  s»ogRlar 
ef  elaeliu*  ita  own  fiatlor. 


BRASEN  NOSE  COLLEGE, . 

ibrou  the  weat  side  of  RadcIifTe  square^  -and  is  built  on  the 
aite  of  several  ancient  halls,  among  which  was  Little  University 

Hall, 

*  4  All;  dbUtng  ttaat,  which  marked*  i!6e  precise  spec  on  Which  the  fataf 
was  placed^  was  not  removed  Ull  within  tbe  few  last  years. 
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Hall,  supposed  to  hare  been  iostitated  by  Kiag  Alfred.  The 
present  College  was  founded  about  the  yeaf  ld09,  by  WiUiaiB 
Smyth,  Bishop  of  Lincoln,  and  some  time  ehancellor  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Oxford,  assisted  (though  chiefly  in  point  of  saperin- 
tendance,  as  fiur  as  regarded  the  foundation  and  erection  of  the 
iurst  building,)  by  Sir  Richard  Sutton*  Bishop  Smyth  was  the 
fturth  son  of  Robert  Smyth,  of  Ped«houBe  in  the  parish  ofPres* 
cot,  Lancashire,  and  studied  at  Oxford,  where  he  took  his  degree 
of  Bachelor  of  Law*  at  some  period  previous  to  1492,  in  which 
year  he  was  instituted  to  the  rectory  of  Cheshunt,  in  HertfiMfd- 
ahire.  He  is  supposed  to  have  been  recommended  to  the  notioe 
of  Henry  VIL  by  the  Earl  of  Derby,  and  was  appointed  derk 
9t  the  Hanaper,  with  an  annual  allowance  of  forty  pounds,  and- 
an  additional  stipend  of  eighteen-pence  per  day  during  bin 
attendance  in  person,  or  by  deputy,  on  the  lord  chancellor,  spee- 
dily after  Henry's  accession  to  the  crown.  After  several  inter- 
mediate  steps  of  advancement '  he^  was  preferred  to  the  see  ff 
lichfield  and  Coventry,  and  was  soon  named  president  of  the 
prince's  council  within  the  marches  of  Wales.  He  now  evinced 
the  noble  use  which  hexwas  inclined  to  make  of  afBuence,  by 
rebuilding,  and  endowing  afresh,  the  hospital  of  St.  John  in 
Lichfield,  to  which  he  attached  a  school,  afterwards  united  with 
the  seminary  patronised  by  Edward  the  Sixths  so  deserv- 
edly  fiimous  from  its  pupils,  Newton,  Addison,  and  Samuel 
Johnson. 

After  Smyth  had  filled  the  episcopal  seat  of  Lichfield  for  tw» 
years,  he  was  translated  to  the  bishopric  of  Lincoln,  and  shortly 
acceded  to  the  request  of  the  University  of  Oxford  by  becoming 
their  chancellor.  This  latter  honorable  office,  however,  he  re- 
•signed  before  UK)7,  in  which  year  he  concerted  the  plan  of 
founding  a  new  college  with  his  friend  Sii^  Richard  Sutton.    He 

died 

*  Ecclmitttict  were  sccottoned  to  iiroeMd  in  law  degreei  daring  the  agn 
in  which  they  w«rc  pcraatttd  to  fill  high  sfetioas  in  the  ItgiftteliTV  depart* 
meat  of  the  state. 
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Ced  St  Bnckden,  in  1513^  and  was  inteired  in  Lincoln  cathe- 
dral.* 

Sir  Richard  Sntton,  the  friendly  adviaer  of  Bishop  Smyth^ 
was  descended  from  the  ancient  family  of  the  Suttons^  of  Sutton, 
near  Macclesfield,  in  the  county  palatine  of  Chester.  He  prac- 
tised as  a  harrister  of  the  Inner  Temple ;  and,  in  1496,  became 
a  member  of  the  priry  council.  He  was,  likewise,  one  of  the  go- 
Temors  of  the  Inner  Temple,  and  steward  of  the  monastery  o( 
Sion,  near  Brenlford.f  The  precise  period  of  his  death  is  not 
known ;  but  an  annual  commemoration  of  him  is  observed  by  the 
society  of  Brasen  Nose  on  the  Sunday  after  Michaelmas. 

When  the  plan  of  the  new  college  was  duly  concerted,  the 
building  was  prosecuted  with  much  alacrity  under  the  inspection 
of  Sir  Richard,  and  the  Society  is  supposed  to  have  become  a 
permanent  corporation  in  1512.  According  to  the  charter,  the 
estaUishment  was  to  consist  of  a  principal  and  sixty  scholars, 
who  were  to  be  first  instructed  in  sophistry,  logic,  and  philo- 
sophy, and  then  in  diviuKy.  The  original  donations  entirely 
proceeded  from  Bishop  Smyth,  though  Sutton  took  an  active 
part  in  carrying  the  wishes  of  the  prelate  into  effect,  and, after- 
wards bestowed  many  valuable  manors  and  other  estates.  In  the 
year  1521,  a  complete  revision  of  the  statutes  was  undertaken 
by  Sir  Richard  Sutton,  the  surviving  founder,  and  the  society 
was  nade  to  consist  of  a  principal  and  twelve  fellows.  The 
hiUinat  example  of  the  founders  produced  a  generous  emulation 
among  their  contemporaries,  and  through  succeeding  ages.  Bc- 
sidea  a  list,  much  too  extensive  for  insertion,  of  such  benefactora 
aa  guided  their  bounty  by  the  model  of  the  original  donors,  there 
have  been  sums  bequeathed  by  eminent  persons  for  the  foundation 
of  lectoreahipo  in  Philosophy,  in  Humanity,  Hebrew,  Greek,  and 
Mathematics. 

The 

*  Hm  gmve-atoM,  richly  adornecl  with  brasi,  wtti  destroyed  by  the  fana- 
tio  IB  the  civil  war ;  but  m  moral  otDnnmcBt  baa  been  liteljr  erected  to  bll 


t  WhUe  itewsrd  of  thu  rcUgioos  bouse  he  was  at  the  eipenae  of  pttblishing 
a  aplcodidf  and  bow  very  rare,  boob,  iDtituled«  "  The  Orcbarde  of  Syon.** 
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The  bniUfigA  ttMiilMfted  hj  «)ie  i«#  I^vihIM  I<t^  I 
oately,  not  undergone  any  material  aUerations,  except  stdbfl^ 
^ere  evidently  oond^civ^  ^IpttyiOfemtat,  though  the  a^icil  %■• 
of  ardHtectural  keeping,  fcaa' been  cai^ekeslyviebtei  itt  mmi%  anir* 
erdinate  particular^  '  IHm  §n»X  m  an  exieniive  raag%»  aa^  fm^ 
aeaaea  a  aedatOyinaMive^  and  vommmnimff  chaiaAslec.  Ovef  Ha 
chief  eatraac^  ia  a  Ufty  towtr  in  a  atyle  of  higUy-^vbeUiahedi 
but  porct  Gothic.  On  both  aides  of  the  gateway  taiteada  a  kag 
pUie  ^of 'boiUiii^  thnee  atortea  hi^h»  i|ith  a  paia^ct ;  the  caatii^ 
IPb4  of  the  chapel  and  a^part  of  tho  library  tewmaaje  t^e  raagt 
at  the  soothani  end.  The  ifoaM  iewer  of  ebtranee  is  atitt  tba 
fAief  oniameat  of  thia  iroat,  bat  oiuat  have  atood  diapiaytd  With 
greater  efect  bai»e  the  attic  of  the  eontignoiia  raogaa  was  jMft 
in  the  reign  of  Jamea  L  Exeept  the  inorfaso.  of  height  proAadi 
by  that  necessary  iddition^  the  chief  part  of  the  firont  raawiiaw  ap 
it  was  originally  apastiiaGted.  The  baildinga  are  princspailjr 
eonprised  in  a  largo  qoid^glB^  tfM  a  smaller  oourt  towasda^the 
aoath.  The  fenner  oidy  ia  a  part  of  tbe  founder's  deaigI^  aaA 
consists  of  a  hall  and  raqgea  of  apartnenta  for  stadeilta.  In  the 
oentre  of  thia  qnadrangle  ia  placed  a  piece  of  acalptare,  re^v». 
seating  two  male  ligurea  in  violent  aootest  Theae  fignrca  mem 
given  to  the  College  by  Dr.  Clarke  of  All  8oal%  and  are  be^ 
lieved  to  represent  the  murder  of  Abel  by  Cain.  Over  the  onft« 
ward  door  of  the  hall  are  two  interesting  busts^  said  to  have  beam 
discovered  in  digging  the  foundataoa  of  the  College.  The  tet 
is  that  of  Alfred,  the  presumed  founder  of  the  hall  dismaatiad 
lor  the  pnrpoae  of  the  new  structure ;  and  the  other  that  of  Mm 
Sootus  Erigena,  reported  to  have  been  the  &st  lecturer  ia  Al* 
fred'a  building.  These  busts  are  small,  but  exqniaitely  expre»* 
sive,  and  ,are  iu  good  preservation.  The  story  oaoceraiag  th# 
manner  of  their  discovery  is  not  sufficiently  authenticated  iaw 
ready  adoption  ;  but  the  busts  are  evidently  very  ancient. 

Tbe  court  towards  the  aonth  is  chiefly  occupied  by  t]i« 
library  and  tbe  chapel,  bolh  of  which  wei^e  buHt  in  th« 
aeventeenth  century.     It  is  conjectured  that  Sir  ChristopLei* 
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Hhia.g«tc  tilefluiii  far  Hkiib  ^bnuMreB  wkoi  a  vsiy  yqimg  nm^ 
MlB  aidMlieetDre  •!  the  wbole  ooort  mrtMiii  an  aaplM&i^  «oa'' 
Ittnon  of  cbaxactflR.  Gokiiie  widavaalid  bafcUenmli are  ofipaadl 
Iht  pilMteiiB^  Qnuflnentad  'withciaMio  ca^Aala:  ailri,  iaoae-iu- 
ataaaa,  a  ptkitor,  witk  a  oiffttal  of  the  CorinihiBtt  aite;  ia 
wtan  iiiiaiuuiiltd  by  a  modem  ptoaaob  imiftaiiv«  of  the  Gotibkb 
the  qaafau^Ia  and  aonrt  already  noticed,  UHre-afa 
•taeaOedtiiBnOTfasiidiiigB,  cdeidated  fiur  the  faeqrtiBa 
ifiodiMa^andabandMiBa  hoMe&ehig  tbe  Higk^almit 
I  ia  lT7d>  far  the  rendeaoe  >of  the  piineipal. 
-  Vhe  HmU  ia  apaciooa-  and  lofty,  frith  a  faaalaone  hay  via^ 
Am  et  tfie  •upper  end,  in  whidi  are  imo  aneient  potUaita  af  Aa 
Jbaadw.  The  fire-place,  which  iB^oneptcuonaly  appiropHal^  mm 
bailomd  hy  Loid  Cnraon  in  l^M.  Prevjanely  to  tltttfanad 
Hm  hall  waa  itfaarmed  ia  the  aacieai  lashion,  by  a  fiie  in-tha 
eentve.  Two  busts  of  the  fb^w^ers;^^  likewise  preserved  iatha 
hpH;  and  several  portraila  fiotaannutt  the  walk,  amaog  wMch 
amt  he  noticed  that  of  Mrs.  Joyce  Frankland,  a  liberal  bene* 
who  tesidad  priacapally  at  the  Ryehauae  ia  Hertfbrd- 
e,  and^ed  at  the  latter  part  of  tlie  sixteenth  century.  Tha 
;  ia  well  painled :  aad  it  b  vemarkable  that  she  ia  iepr» 
with  a  watch  ia  her  Iwid^  which  has  a  metal  fnmt^  bke 
tbeiaaftia^watciies  of  the  present  day.  The  name  ^  thialady 
ja  aMDttoaed  in  the  common  grace  after  dinner  regdarly  apokaa 
MthahalL 

The  Uhrary  coastmcled  by.  the  founders  stood  on  the  north  wUk 
of  the  gfeat  qaadraagle.  In  1663  this  building  was  conTerted 
iflio  «iiambeni,  and  the  present  library  was  erected.  In  the 
arigiaal  design  there  were  cloisters  beneath  the  new  structure^ 
femit  these  have  been  since  filled  up  and  fooaed  iatoaparlnents^ 
Tbe  highly-omawented  interior,  as  it  now  appears,  was  arranged 
4y  Wyat,  in  1730;  aad  it  is  worth  obseiiriiig,  that,  up  to  tUb 
ayaeh,  the  books  were  chained  to  the  sheWes.  Among  the  ?alaf» 
Mm  WMJrs.  paes«yad  in  .thk  library  are  the  books  coUected  by 
4be  emdite  Wasse^  of.  whom  it  wa9  said. -by  Bentley,  <*  wiiea  I 
t  am 
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an  dead,  Wasse  will  be  the  most  Jeanied  nuui  in  Eigfamd.*^ 
These  books  are  enriched  by  the  manuscript  notes  of  the  original 
collector,  and  were  presented  by  Dr.  Yarfoorough. 

The  present  Chapel,  which  was  begun  in  1666,  is  partly  com* 
posed  of  materials  brought  from  the  ancient  chapel  of  St  Maiy^a 
College,  in  which  Erasmus  studied.  The  eastern  window  waa 
•xeented  by  Pearson,  from  drawings  by  Mortimer.  The  altar  is 
richly  decorated ;  and  the  ceiling  of  wood  is  a  skilful  imitatioa 
of  Gothic  stone-woriu  On  a  first  view,  the  spectator  is  inYolan* 
tarily  charmed  witli  an  air  of  decent  grace  and  modest  eleganee 
which  appears  to  pervade  the  whole  interior ;  yet,  when  he  exa* 
mines  separately  the  objects  which  have  grati6ed  him  in  combi« 
nation,  he  laments  to  find  that  he  has  been  pleased  thnw^  a 
laeretricions  medium.  All  order  is  set  at  defiance ;  and  the  Go* 
thic  and  classic  manners  are  mingled  with  most  &ntastical  free* 
dom. 

In  the  anti-chapel  is  a  good  bust  of  Dr.  Shippen,  a  late  prin- 
cipal. 

Among  other  eminent  men  to  whom  it  has  imparted  the  edu- 
cation which  enabled  tliem  to  attain  future  honours,  Brasen* 
nose  numbers,  Caldwell,  president  of  the  College  of  Physiciaiia; 
Fox,  the  roartyrologist.  This  zealous  writer,  however,  remov* 
ed  to  Magdalen.  Sir  John  Savile,  Baron  of  the  Exchequer ; 
Sir  John  Spelman;  Brerewood,  first  professor  of  aotro* 
nomy  in  Gresham  College  :  Humphrey  Lloyd,  the  Welfch  his- 
torian ;  Sampson  Erdeswick,  the  Stafiibrdshire  antiquary ;  the 
Lord  Chancellor  Egerton ;  Sir  James  Ley,  afterwards  Earl  of 
Marlborough  ;  Burton,  author  of  the  Anatomy  of  Melancholy,  a 
writer  whose  learning  is  unquestionable,  whatever  may  be  the 
opinion  respecting  his  pretensions  to  wit ;  John  Prince,  anthor 
of  the  Worthies  of  Devon;  Thomas  Church,  rector  of  the  pariah 
in  which  Lord  Bolingbroke  resided,  add  who  was  honoured  with 
the  degree  of  D.  D.  by  diploma,  for  his  answer  to  tiie  aeeptical 
writings  of  that  nobleman.  The  Rev.  John  Watson,  author  of 
tlie  History  of  Hali&x.  9 

In 
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It  ^UStiom  to  «liM0  lespeetable  names^  Bnien  Nose  liaa  pto* 
^ned  fifteen  prelates.  Eliae  Ashmole^  the  Berkshire  historiaD, 
entered  of  tbU  eollege  in  advanced  life ;  and  the  late  Rev.  John 
Whitaker,  anthor  of  the  History  of  Manchester,  continued  here 
lAoBt  twdve  months,  after  which  he  was  elected  schohir  of 

Tbe  singular  name  by  which  this  college  is  distineoished 
aecettarily  excites  curiosity.  It  appears  that,  in  the  early  pre- 
nlesce  of  establishnients  for  study,  some  of  the  places  in  which 
\he  sckolara  assembled  derived  an  appellation  from  circumstances 
of  the  most  trivial  local  description,  and  others  gained  names 
fmn  paiticnlan  which  exposed  them  to  satirical  or  jocose  obser* 
vatioBs.  Of  this  latter  kind  was  a  very  ancient  hall  which  had 
t  Urge  brssen  face  on  tbe  door,  probably  to  answer  the  purposo 
of  a  knocker.  This  hall  formed  one  part  of  the  buildings  reduced 
by  the  founders  of  the  present  college,  and  Little  University 
HiU,  the  supposed  fonndatioiteof  Alfred^  formed  another.  Th^ 
bonders  were  desurous  of  preserving  the  memory  of  both,  and 
they  bestowed  on  the  new  structure  the  name  of  the  King's  Hali, 
sad  CoBege  of  Brasen  Nose.  The  allusion  to  King  Alfred  has 
ftded  from  notice,  and  the  latter  term  now  prevails  alone.  Over 
the  chief  gateway  of  the  college  is  still  placed  a  brasen  Human 
&ce,  with  a  nose  extravagantly  large. 

Tbe  society  now  consists  of  a  principal,  twenty  fellows,  thirty- 
tvo  scholars,  and  fifteen  exhibitioners. 


CORPUS  CHRISTI,  COLLEGE 

Aves  its  foundation  to  Richard  Fox,  Bishop  of  Winchester,  who 
was  bom,  towards  the  end  of  the  reign  of  Henry  VI.  at  Ropesley, 
near  Grantham,  in  Lincolnshire,  and.  was  placed,  at  a  proper  age, 
St  Magdalen  Collie ;  but,  being  obliged  to  retire  from  Oxford 
by  the  prevalence  of  one  of  those  pestilential  diseases  then  s<f 
frcqsent,  he  repaired  to  the  University  of  Cambridge.    He  does 

not 
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HBl  appear  to  hum  tfloppedl  Ikerto  }tm$,  «rf  i 

«t  Paris,  where,  it  iB«dppdaed,  be  aMained  Ua  ioeUr's  ( 

At  Paris  Fox  became  aoqoaii^tod  vitb  Marfaa,  BWiap  of  fi|g|p 
¥f  whom  he  was  reoommeaded  to  Ae  natice  of  the  Sad  «f  JMeb* 
'»ond>  aHerwarda  Heury  VII.  He  perfecmei  awny  aert iee^4tf 
Henry  during  his  struggle  for  the  throne,  and  was  promatad  to 
tiie  see  of  Exeter  two  yeara  after  the  battle  of  Boavoith  FUdd. 
The  l^wktof  was  sabseqaeally  employed  to  many  pieces  «f  digii* 
Aedmvil  Irast;  and,  aaa  r^eompemie /or  Ua  alle  c^y^^Mi 
trm  intogrity,  was  promoted  to  the  aee  tf  .Vkjchratery  iad  aj^ 
pomled  beeper  of  the  privy  seal.  The  Untteraity  of  Canbridgt 
likewise  dected  bim  their  chanccilor,  wdHch  offioe  be  fitted  te 
two  yeara.  Daring  the  whole  reign  of  flevy  VII.  the  Btobop 
maintained  an  naivterrapted  inflnenoe  at;  oonii ;  and  ao  free  was 
bis  ebaraeter  ftwm  ilie  cold  and  nneocial  bij^otry  .too  fae^neal 
among  the  high-seated  oharriMnen  of  bin  era,  that  he  often  eon- 
descended  to  take  a  sliare  in  fiestive  oerteonies^  aind  is  si^Ul  to 
bsifie  .entirely  eontrivcd  fhe  pageantry  prepared  in  boneor  of  the 
mipthils  of  Prince  Arthur  and  Catharine  of  Spain. 

Shortly  after  Henry  Vlll.  mounted  the  throne  the  power  of 
Woleey  eclipsed  the  pretensions  of  every  oanipetter,  msd  Fox 
retired  from  poKtical  life.  The  man  whopreservoa  pourt^faToar 
through  one  whole  reign,  has  little  right  to  charge  forlnae  with 
instability.  It  is  probaUe  that  the  Biahop  quitted  atote-boainess 
with  contented  dignity ;  for  he  was  matore  in  bonoor;  and  op- 
pressed witli  many  infirmities,  but  it  was  impossible  for  him  to 
4ivoid  mortification  when  he  reflected  that  he  had  himself  lar 
JK>ured  to  introduce  to  the  notice  of  the  Jdng  the  man  wboss 
cising  stor  compelled  him  to  seek  the  shade. 

It  was  now  that  Fox  entered  with  extenstve  zeal  on  those  par- 
suito  which  have  entitled  him  to  the  grsitilade  of  posterity.  He 
employed  vast  sums  in  building  additiona  to  the  catbedml  at 
Winchester,  and  enlarged  his  dettigi^oonoemitig  a  ^boatieo  ts 
-Q^hrd.  So  early  as  the  ]( car  I5l;i,  he  bad  purchased  lands, 
with  the  intention  of  erecting  a  college  tor  a  ceiStoitt  nivnber  of 

monks 


and  Mcalar  scholan.  He  bad  even  begun  tbe  buUing^ 
wfaet  Hvgb  Oldham,  Bishop  of  Exeler,  peraoaded  him  to  extend 
Us  plaa«  and  to  constrnct  an  edifice  of  a  more  generaily  uaefol 
ehaacter.  Accordingly,  in  1516,  he  obtained  a  licence  from 
Henry  VIII.  to  found  a  college  for  students  in  divinity,  pbilo« 
S0phy»  and  arts. 

The  whole  intended  building  was  completed  during  his  life ; 
tad  the  statutes  were  formed  in  1527,  by  which  the  society  was 
■ado  to  consist  of  a  president,  twenty  fellows,  twenty  scholars, 
two  chsplains,  two  clerks,  and  two  choristers.  The  fenndation  oC 
Bishop  Fox  took  place  at  a  momentous  era  in  the  anaals  of  lite* 
ntar^.  The  reriyers  of  elegant  letters  were  now  endeavouring  Uk 
iatroduce  a  knowledge  of  the  classics  as  a  necessary  part  of  school^ 
kaniiag.  The  founder  of  Corpus  Cfaristi  was  one  of  the  most 
poteat  friends  of  this  enlightened  undertaking.  He  appointed 
tvo  leetarea  for  Greek  and  Latin,  and  invited  the  most  aecom« 
plished  scholars  to  the  shelter  of  his  new  establishment  Thun 
did  the  munificence  of  Fox  bestow  an  irom,ediate,  as  well  as  du* 
nble,  benefit  on  those  pursuits  which  have  added  dignity  to 
psblie  manners,  and  have  produced  grand  reformation  in  tha 
national  church.  Bishop  Fox  died,  blind  and  aged,  but  with  all 
the  serenity  which  springs  from  an  uninjured  conscience,  in  1528a 
aad  was  buried  in  a  chantry  built  by  himself  in  Winchester  ca* 
thedraL 

The  benefactors  to  this  college  are  not  very  numerous,  and 
consist  chiefly  of  members  of  the  society,  with  the  principal 
exception  of  Hugh  Oldham,  Bishop  of  Exeter,  who  contributed 
six  thousand  marks,  besides  land. 

Corpus  Christi  College  (dedicated,  in  the  original  charter,  to 
the  praise  and  honour  of  God  Almighty,  the  most  holy  Body  of 
ChrUi,  the  blessed  Virgin  Mary,  and  various  saints,)  stands  to 
the  east  of  Christ  Church,  and  to  the  west  of  Merton.  Tho 
whole  design  of  the  founder  consisted  of  one  spacious  quadrangle^ 
vith  its  attendant  chapel,  hall,  ai\d  library;  but  various  buildings 
have  been  added  since  for  the  accommodation  of  the  increasing 
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nomber  of  stndento.  The  front  is  Mlid  and  handsome,  bating;  a 
batUbment  along  the  top,  and  a  lofty  square  tower  in  the  oentf^, 
ornamented  with  three  empty  canopied  nicheA. '  Theite  is  moch 
Bimplieity  and  beahty  in  the  whole  appearance  of  the  quadrangle. 
The  hill  stands  on  the  east,  and  tb^  library  on  the  southern  side. 
In  this  latter  division  is  placed  a  whole  length  statue  of  the 
founder,  decorated  with  the  emblems  of  pontiBcal  dignity.  A 
batUemeut,*  which  gradually  rises  to  an  apex  on  the  more  re* 
mote  side,  forms  a  judicious  finish  to  the  top,  and  a  rich  cano* 
pied  niche  is  placed  on  this  face  of  the  building.  The  size  of  Ae 
quadrangle  is  101  feet  by  80;  and  the  centre  is  ornamented  by  a 
eurious  cylindrical  dial,  constructed  iu  1605,  by  Charles  Tani« 
bull,  a  fellow  of  Corpus  Christi. 

Adjoining  to  the  grounds  iu  which  Christ  Church  walks  are 
formed,  is  a  large  building,  erected  at  the  beginning  of  the 
eighteenth  century,  by  Dr.  Turner,  for  the  reception  of  students. 
This  building  is  noble,  decorous,  and  chaste,  but  contains  no 
allusion  to  the  arehitecturel  character  of  the  original  and  more 
important  parts  of  the  ediBce.  In  the  centre  is  a  pediment,  sup- 
ported by  four  Ionic  pilasters ;  the  windows,  and  other  divisions, 
are  entirely  ornamented.  Dr.  Turner  also  formed  a  cloister  in 
the  adjacency  of  his  new  building,  which  is  now  used  as  a  burial- 
flace ;  but  this  liberal  benefactor  was  himself  interred  in  tilie- 
College  chapel.f 

On  the  eastern  side  of  the  college,  bordering  on  Merton  Grore, 
apartments  were  built  iu  the  year  1 737,  for  six  gentlemen  com* 
woners^  the  utmost  number  allowed  by  the  statutes. 

The  Library  which  Bishop  Fox  formed  and  endowed,  with  the 

noble 

*  This  batilemcul  formed  no  part  of  the  foaDder'i  plui«  and  was  not 
conitructed  till  the  reign  of  James  I. 

«  Dr.  Turner  was  president  from  1688  to  1714  ;  and  is  laid  by  Whistoa  to 
'Imire  prevented  an  injary  to  liis  lortune  by  CTsding  the  oath  of  abjurstioo. 
'He  was  a  man  of  most  bene6cent  mind,  and  \e(t  the  bulk  of  his  large  pro* 
perty  to  public  and  charit&ble  uses.  In  addition  lo  other  favofs^  be  beatowed 
Ibe  torn  of  60001.  on  this  College.    ^ « 
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nUe  Tiew  of  exalting  the  literary  pursaits  of  bis  country^  and 
ill  vfaicb  Erasmus  passed  so  many  hoars  of  tasteful  study,  re- 
IBUBB  nearly  in  its  ancient  state.  It  is  commodions^  but  plain. 
No  doubt  but  the  correct  judgment  of  the  bishop  and  his  ailvisers 
readily  tanght  them  that  the  best  ornaments  of  a  library  are  ita 
books.  Among  these  are  a  set  of  the-  Aldine  Classics,  collected 
by  the  founder ;  and  the  manuscripts  of  Bryan  Twyne  and  Ful- 
man,  writers  on  the  Antiquities  of  Oxford.  There  are  two  an* 
dent  portraits  of  the  founder  in  this  library ;  and  his  arms  are 
inserted  in  the  screen  over  the  doorway. 

The  interior  of  the  Hall  has  undergone  considerable  altera* 
tioas,  with  the  exception  of  its  Gothic  roof.  It  is  in  size  fifty 
feet  by  tweoty-fire  feet,  and  is  now  lined  with  wainscotttng. 

The  chapel  is  divided  into  two  compartments,  the  inner  of 
wbicb,  seventy  feet  in  length,  and  twenty-five  in  breadth^  hasa 
floor  of  black  and  white  marble,  with  ornamented  stalls,  and  a 
screen  carved  in  cedar  wood.  The  roof  is  of  wainscot,  with  in- 
terspersed gilding.  Little  of  this  can  be  expected  to  remain  as 
left  by  the  founder,  for  the  pious  visitors  appointed  by  Edward 
VI.  committed  indiscriminate  havoc  on  the  interior  of  collegiate 
places  of  worship.  The  chief  present  embellishments  of  the 
chapel  were  arranged  in  1676,  the  expense  of  which  was  defrayed 
by  the  members  of  the  society.  The  altar-piece  has,  however, 
been  very  lately  presented  by  Sir  Richard  Worsley,  and  once 
formed  a  part  of  the  collection  of  the  Prince  of  Cond6  at  Chan- 
tilly.  The  subject  is  the  Adoration,  painted  by  Rubens,  and  it 
is  certainly  one  of  the  best  productions  of  that  delightful  master. 

A  gallery  has  recently  been  constructed  between  the  president's 
b^lgings  and  the  chapel.  In  which  is  placed  an  interesting  picture 
of  the  founder,  when  he  was  aged  and  blind,  by  Corvns,  a  Fle- 
ming. In  the  same  gallery,  also,  are  portraits  of  the  seven 
bishops  who  were  sent  to  the  Tower  by  coufmand  of  James  II. 

Among  several  curiosities  preserved  in  the  college  is  tho  cro« 
^er  of  the  founder. 

Twelve  prelates,  and  many  other  men  of  much  distinction,  have 
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profited  by  the  fimndaftioii  of  Corpw  Cfaristi.  Tbe  foUowing  «|n 
pear  to  deserve  parficalar  remark :— Jewell,  Bishop  of  S«li8iHiry» 
one  of  the  most  amiaUe  controversial  writers  of  a  teiiipestiioM# 
era.  Dr.  Richard  P/ococke,  Bishop  of  Meath,  the  Oriental  tr^» 
feller.  Dr.  John  Hainolds^  an  excellent  scholar^  and  contemporary 
Ht  college  with  Jewell,  Dr.  Turner,  the  liberal  benefiM^tor  before 
noticed.  Basil  Kennet  (fourteenth  president  of  Corpus)  the  va- 
luable  writer  on  tbe  Antiquities  of  Rome.  Richard  Edwards^  an 
early  dramatic  writer,  whose  piece  called  Palo^mon  and  Arcite^ 
afforded  so  much  pleasure  to  Queen  Elizabeth,  when  it  was  per* 
formed  in  Christ  Church  Hall,  Oxford  *•  Brian  Twyne.  Hales. 
Dr.  Flddes,  the  learned  biographer  of  Wplsey.  Anstis,  the  heraU. 
Sir  Ashton  Lever,  and  Thomas  Day,  Esq.  aa  amiable  man  anA  a 
useful  writer. 

No  alteration  has  been  made  in  the  nomber  of  feUowi  anl 
scholar:!  appointed  by  the  founder. 


CHRIST  (or  CHRISES)  CHURCH. 

The  magnificence  of  Cardinal  Wobey's  spirit  was  evinced  in 
every  walk  of  expenditure.  The  splendour  of  his  domestic  esta- 
blishments, and  the  dignified  pageantry  with  which  he  uniformly 
appeared  in  public,  raised  the  envy  of  his  contemporaries;  but 
the  princely  liberality  with  which  he  encouraged  the  arts,  and  in- 
culcated a  love  of  letters,  at  a  period  when  learning  was  struig^ 
gling  against  disrepute,  and  would,  perhaps,  haVe  sunk  into  a 

second 

*  The  pf  rrormance  of  this  comedy  was  interropted  by  a  serious  accideot  | 
m  "  scaffolding"  fell  down>  and  tbree  men  were  killed  on  the  spot  The  queen 
is  said  to  have  been  much  affected  bjr  thb  event  j  but  her  sorrow  was  easily 
alleviated,  for  the  power  of  the  comic  poet  was  so  great,  that  it  sooa 
"  made  her  laugh,  whether  she  would  or  no/*  Two  evenings  were  employed 
in  the  representation  of  the  drama,  and  the  queen  was  "  filled  with  such  woo* 
derful  pleasure,  that  she  called  to  her  the  author,  and  promised  what  she 
would  do  for  hin,  sod  talJced  to  him  in  the  most  familiar  way/'-^i'Mlbcll 
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fleeoni  itgllt  trithoiit  the  MiooMr  of  a  Ugli  moA  hmMf  hand, 
hu  proeored  him  the  gratdiil  admlratiaii  of  porterity.  Wohoj 
lud  bug  promised  to  bestow  on  OiLford  *  a  lasting^  mariL  of  hii 
oleem;  and^  in  the  year  1524,  he  oommenoed  the  great  work  now 
inder  examination. 

Ab  a  preparatory  step  (and,  probably,  with  a  view  of  rendering 
Ae  projected  Establishment  independent  of  his  own  personal  for« 
tanes)  he  procnred  balls  from  the  Pope  for  the  suppression  of  se« 
tenl  priories  and  nunneries^  which,  together,  yielded  an  annval 
lefeniie  of  nearly  20001.  An  income  to  this  amount  he  was  an- 
thorifed,  by  letters  patent  from  the  king,  to  settle  on  his  new  io« 
plitBtioD,  to  which  he  gave  the  name  of  Cardinal  College,  and 
the  boiUiBga  of  which  he  commenced  on  the  site  of  an  anclenl 
priory  dedicated  to  St  Fridiswida. 

The  original  design  of  Wolseywas  extensive  beyond  prece* 
dent  The  society  was  to  consist  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  per* 
ions,  the  chief  of  whom  were  to  be  engaged  in  the  study  of  tfao 
scie&ces,  divinity,  canon  and  civil  law,  the  arts,  physic,  and 
psiite  literatore.  Divine  service  was  to  be  continually  perform* 
ed ;  and  he  had  ooUeeted  the  best  architects  of  the  age  to  project 
a  coBcentration  of  beauties  in  the  arrangement  of  the  buildings. 
But,  before  these  grand  intentions  could  be  carried  into  entire 
cftet,  the  cardinal  experienced  disgrace ;  and  the  revenues  be- 
•towed  by  Wolsey,  together  with  the  incomplete  portions  of  build* 
ing  raised  nnder  his  inspection,  were  pathetically  consigned  by 
hia  to  the  fostering  clemency  of  the  king. 

K  3  Henry, 

^  T2m  chief  events  inWolsey's  Life  are  so  well  known,  that  it  does  not  ap- 
pe«  necewiry  to  present  tbem  here,  in  an  epitomised  funn.  It  maj  be  de« 
mble,  bowerer,  to  state  the  progress  of  his  earl^  connesion  with  the  Univer- 
Ktj  of  Oxford.  He  wu  entered  of  Magdalen  College  when  a  mere  child, 
Md  was  admitted  to  the  degree  of  Bocbelor  of  Arts  at  the  age  of  fifteen.  He 
*ooa  obtained  his  master't  degree,  and  was  then  appointed  teacher  of  Mag« 
daka  gpunmai  tcbool.  He  was  made  borsar  of  the  college  in  1498,  al 
vbicb  period  he  was  about  twentj-seven  years  old ;  and  he  left  the  Uai* 
vtrutj  in  the  year  15011. 


IM 

Henry,  in  tte  year  1532,  yielded  to  theintieeliee  of  the  UoU 
veroity,  and  beeame  a  patron  to  the  foundation ;  but  he  ma  de* 
terniined  to  prieclude  the  diaoarded  &?oarite  from  all  nominat 
jMurtioipaiion  in  the  merit  of  the  undertaking,  and  he  refounded  tiie 
society,  under  the  term  of  King  Henry  VJII/b  College,  in  Ox- 
ford/' By  the  charter  now  conferred  he  endowed  the  institu- 
tion with  a  revenue  equal  to  that  intended  by  Wolfeey,  and  di- 
rected  the  gross  sum  to  be  applied  to  the  maintenance  of  a  dean 
and  twelve  canons,  wlio  should  form  a  body  corporate. 

The  College  remained  thus  organized  till  so  momentous  a 
change  took  place  in  Henry's  views,  that  every  establishment 
connected  with  the  church,  and  yet  dependent  for  its  chief  sup* 
port  on  hii  individual  protection,  must  needs  tremble  for  its  se* 
eurity. 

In  1545,  the  charter  was  surrendered  by  Uie  dean  and  canons 
to  the  handb  of  the  king ;  but  for  a  purpose  which  tended  to  the 
eventual  honour  of  the  institution.  Among  the  dissolved  ro' 
ligious  houses  on  the  ruins  of  whidi  Henry  erected  bishop'it 
sees,  Oseney  Abbey,  contiguous  to  Oxford,  was  one.  But  those 
increasing  wants,  which  his  extravagance  produced,  led  him  to 
reduce  this  abbey,  and  to  translate  the  Cathedral  church  to  St. 
Fridiswida's.  The  institution  then  became  an  appendage  to  the 
cathedral,  and  both  its  former  names  were  lost  in  that  of ''  The 
Cathedral  Church  of  Christ,  in  Oxford,  of  King  H^mry  Vlll.'s 
foundation.''  This  foundation  was  now  dechired  to  consist  of  a 
1)ishop,  with  his  archdeacon  (removed  from  the  church  of  Iin« 
coin,  in  which  diocese  Oxford  had  hitherto  remained,)  and  a  dean 
and  eight  canons.  The  principal  estates  were,  at  the  same  time, 
consigned  to  the  persons  recognised  as  forming  the  chapter,  on 
condition  of  their  maintaining  three  public  professors  of  divinity, 
Hebrew,  and  Greek  ;  one  hundred  students  in  theology,  arts,  and 
philosophy ;  eight  chaplains,  and  a  suitable  choir. 

The  munificent  character  of  the  foundation,  and  the  splendour 
arising  from  regal  patronage,  appear  to  have  deterred  all  ranks 
from  the  least  thought  of  assistant  benefoction  for  many  years 

sub* 
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to  tk«  raga  of  fi«arj.  fai  the  ITIii  cetttmy  «6a# 
fev  benefiMlon  utnie*  among  vhov  wo  find  Dr.  Busby  of  West* 
■Ulster.  That  celebrstod  .soltoolmastes  beqaeatbed  a  sun  of 
•oaey  for  the  institiitioB  of  a  Cateohetical  Leq|Uire«  to  be  read  im 
one  of  the  parish  churches  of  Oxford  by  a  member  of  this  so- 
ciety. Bishop  Fell,  likewise,  cootributed  ten  exhibitioiis  of  lOi. 
perauioa  each ;  and,  more  recently.  Dr.  Lee,  physiciaq  to  Kiii||^ 
George  II.  left  20,OOOL  chiefly  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  an  ana- 
lomksl  theatre. 

The  principal  buildings  of  Christ  Church  consist  of  the  cathe^ 
dnd,  two  spacious  qnadrangles,  and  two  smaller  courts*  Tha 
grmt  west  front  oonyeys  the  ideas  of  amplitude,  magnificencef 
and  power.  In  the  centre  is  the  gateway,  ot^  which  rises  ft 
datdy  tower,  somewhat  eccentric  in  its  architectural  character, 
bst  yet  massive,  dignified,  nknd  possessed  of  much  beauty.  Tkia 
tswer  was  begun  by  Wolsey,  but.  completed  by  Sir  Christopher 
Wren,  in  1681,  according  to  a  plan  of  his  own  ierming^.  A* 
sms  of  uniform  building,  adapted  to  the  reception  of  studentSi 
extends  on  either  side,  and  both  extremities  are  terminated  by. 
dosUe  turrets,  with  an  elevated  bay  window  worked  between.  Thai' 
whole  length  of  the  front  is  382  feet. 

The  grand  western  quadrangle,  wjiieh  is  entered  through*  thin 
gateway,  is  the  only  part  of  the  extensive  buildings  in  which 
Wolsey  was  enabled  to  e^Lercise  his  architectural  taate  and 
piineely  spirit  Every,  particular  connected  with  so  munifieetti 
a  Ibuidatiott  must  necessarily  be  interesting  to  the  reader.  On 
Mardi  20, 1525,  the  Cardinal  laid  the  first  stone,  in  the  presenoa 
of  the  chief  niemben  of  the  University.     On  this  occasion  ha 

K  4  made 

*  In  thir  tower  is  suspended  the  much-famed  bell,  called  Great  Tom,  which 
Originallj  belonged  to  Oseuey  Abbey,  but  was  recast  in  1680.  It  weight 
17,000 poqnds  and  bears  this  inscription  :  Magtius  Thomtu  clttiiui  Ojiotiiensit, 
When  this  bell  tolls  at  nhio  in  the  etening,  the  scholars  are  directed  by  the 
DnifCfiity  statutes  to  retire  to  their  respective  colleges.  It  may  be  worthy 
of  teoark,  that  the  celebrated  Glee,  intituled  the  '•  Merry  Christ  Chvreh 
Mkf"  was  written  by  Peso  Aldrich.  • 
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\  m  «loqiMiit  tpeedi ;  and  the  company  then  repamdl  t»  dw 
ebarch  of  8t  Pridi8wida»  where  a  Latin  sermon  was  preached  hjr 
the  Biahop  of  Lincoln,  on  the  test^  Sapieniia  €Bdific(mi  nM 
Ammmi*    a  splendid  entertainment  cloaed  the  ceremonies  of  the 

The  qoadrangle  thus  founded  unites  simplicity  with  GotUe 
gffOfidenr.  The  hnildings  are  finely  proportioned^  and  the  whole 
court  ia  nearly  paraHelcgramica],  being  S64  feet  by  261  feet  in 
the  dear.  The  hall  fills  more  than  half  of  the  southern  aide; 
the  east  and  north  sides  are  occupied  by  splendid  ranges  of  apart* 
ttenta  fer  the  dean  and  canons.  The  kitchen  ia  constructed  on 
the  south  of  the  hall ;  and  is,  perhaps,  the  noblest  building  of  ita 
kind  in  Europe  *•  A  fine  terrace  hce»  the  whole  of  tlie  build* 
inga,  end  a  balustrade  of  stone  ornaments  the  lop.  Ia  the  cen- 
tM  of  the  court  is  a  basin,  in  which  is  placed  the  statue  of  Her* 
eury.  The  back  front  of  the  great  lower  of  entrance  is  oma- 
nented  by  a  statue  of  Queen  Anne,  and  by  the  arma  of  Henry 
YIIL ;  of  Cardinal  Wolsey ;  of  the  see  of  Oxford,  &c  Orer  n 
gateway  on  the  north-east  is  a  statue  of  Bishop  Fell ;  and  the  en* 
tranceto  the  hall  is  surmounted  by  a  statue  of  Wolsey,  gratefully 
placed  in  that  situation  by  Trelawney,  Bishop  of  Winchester,  in 
the  year  1719.  This  latter  figure  is  executed  with  spirit,  and 
has  been  much  admired.  The  sculptor  has  attended  to  custom^ 
and  haa  only  given  a  eide»Tiew  of  the  Cardinal's  fitce;  but  we 
eamot  admit  that  the  expression  of  attitude  imparted  to  the  tgure 
is  happily  imagiued.    The.  whole  evinces  passionate  pride  rather 


*  Thia  wai  the  first  part  of  the  building  reared  under  the  ampicet  of 
Wolsf  J.  The  singnlaritjT  of  such  a  circumitance  caased  many  ntirical  re* 
inarjuu  Anosg  otbem,  the  foliowiiig  mock  iBKripUoii  was  placed  on  dw 
walb:— 

''  Non  ttabit  ilb  Dooraa,  aliit  foodata  Fapinia, 
Aut  met,  aot  elter  raptor  babebit  i 


Ybit«  «s  ii  obf erred  bj  Cbalmen,  atleaat  proved  prophetic* 


than  the  compoied  anstarlty  whieb  is  the  ksfcremilt  of  haoglMift 

Of  this  magnificent  court  only  the  hall^  the  kitchen,  the  east, 
the  sooth,  and  a  part  of  the  irestem  side,  were  bnilt  during  the 
life  of  Woisey  *•  The  remaining  divisions  were  completed  hjr 
Dr.  John  Fell,  in  leM,  At  this  time  the  basin  was  formed  in  'tbs 
centre,  and  the  statue  of  Mercury  (which,  perhaps,  some  eiuk^ 
minen  may  deem  unworthy  of  its  situation,)  was  placed  on  the 
spot  where  formerly  a  stone  pulpit  had  stood,  from  which  Wickliflb 
first  delir^ed  his  reforming  opinions. 

The  second  great  quadrangle  of  Christ  Church  is  termed  Peckv 
water  Court,  and  chiefly  occupies  the  site  of  two  inns,  or  hostels, 
the  one  caBed  Peckwater  (from  the  name  of  its  original  posses- 
sor) and  the  other  Vine  Hall.  The  architecture  of  this  court  ill 
classical  and  august  The  southern  side  consists  entirely  of  the 
lihfuy  and  annexed  apartments  (begun  in  1716,  from  a  design  by 
Dr.  Clarke ;)  the  other  divisions  contain  saperb  ranges  of  lodg^ 
ings  for  students,  and  were  built  in  1705,  under  the  inspection 
of  Dean  Aldrich.  The  expense  of  the  undertaking  was  defrayed 
by  the  dean  and  canons,  in  conjunction  with  many  of  the  students, 
snd  sevend  of  the  nobility  and  distinguished  commoners,  who 
had  reoeived  education  in  the  college.  The  whole  elevation  ia 
of  a  classical  and  dignified  character.  The  front  of  the  library 
is  141  feet  in  length,  adorned  with  the  massive  pillars  of  Co* 
finttnan  order.  Each  of  the  other  sides  contains  three  stories, 
the  lower  of  which  is  rustic,  and  supports  a  range  of  architec-> 
tare  of  the  Ionic  order.  Pilasters  are  placed  between  each  di- 
visiaii  of  windows,  except  the  five  which  are  central  in  each 
side,  and  over  these  is  a  projecting  pediment  sustained  by  three* 
foarter  columns  with  Ionic  capitals.  An  entablature  and  balns« 
trade  of  stone  finish  the  whole.    From  this  description  it  will  bo 

evident 

*  It  U  toppoMd  that  he  iutended  the  vrbole  qaadrangle  to  ha^e  a  cloister 
oo  the  ioMr  aide.  The  linec  of  the  arches  are  ver^  apparent  In  the  jear 
in09,  •  flreoocorred  in  this  quadrangle.'  It  rose  on  the  soatbero  side,  but 
«a^  feftsaately,  eztinguiihod  witboot  affecting  the  front  of  the  bsildiog. 


i%e  ^nth  side  of  ttie  cbvrch ;  but  being  Beaily  desti^ycdlo  fit 
fCooflagratlon  ivhich  took  place  in  cotueqneiice  of  the  iManltriyide 
eti  the  Danes,  in  100*2,  it  was  neglected  until  1180,  when  ft 
Wis  removed  to  its  present  sitoation,  and  was  visited  by  crowds 
^f  the  sdperstitious'*^.  A  new  shrine  was  raised  in  the  year 
1^289 ;  but  this  was  destroyed  in  the  reign  of  Henry  Vlli.  so 
that  the  presumed  bones  of  the  saint,  which  were  not  interred, 
but  merely  deposited  on  the  shrine,  arc.  supposed  by  Wood  f  to 
have  been  irrecoverably  lost,  **  white  those  afterwards  shewn  in 
two  silken  bags  were  only  feigned/' 

The  subject  is  scarcely  deserving  of  many  words,  but  we  easp 
not  avoid  saying  that  the  inference  drawn  by  Wood  is  by  no 
means  of  a  conclusive  nature.  The  bones  were  of  easy  removal; 
nnd,  considering  the  value  placed  on  them  by  the  interested,  or 
superstitious,  it  appears  much  more  likely  that  the  ancient  frsg* 
tnents  were,  in  the  first  instance,  secured  by  the  priests,  and 
fhat  King  Henry's  visitors  were  made  the  dupes  of  "  feigned" 
relics. 

Be  that  as  it  may,  the  mouldering  fragments  retained  by  the 
devotees  remained  unnoticed  till  the  reign  of  Elizabeth,  at  which 
time  they  were  again  brought  under  consideration  by  the  follow* 
Ing  siugular  circumstance.  When  Peter  Martyr,  the  Reformer, 
Tisited  England  under  the  protection  of  the  Duke  of  Somerset  and 
Archbishop  Cranmer,  he  became  a  canon  of  Christ  Church. 
Martyr  went  abroad  on  the  accession  of  Queen  Mary,  and  died 
at  Zurich;  but  his  wife,  Catharine,  died  at  Oxford,  in  1551,  and 
was  buried  near  the  monument  of  St  Pridiswida.  In  the  reign 
of  Queen  Mary  one  of  those  absurd  posthumous  trials,  not  on* 
nsual  in  the  early  ages  of  church  controversy,  was  instituted  in 
regard  to  this  female  heretic,  and  her  body  was  taken  from  itn 
consecrated  place  of  sepulture,  and  contemptuously  buried  be- 

neath 

*  A  letired  oratory  wu  erected  at  the  back  of  the  shrine,  the  itepa  of 
fttooe  leading  to  which  are  much  worn  by  the  tread  of  devotees. 

t  At  qooied  bjr  Chalmers  to  which  writei  we  tie  indebted  foi  the  i 
^rticuUra  relative  to  Peter  Martyr's  wiie» 
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Jiwaadavgbill,  where  il  lay  natil  IMil^  wbenitwff  reftonsi^ 
lo  it!  former  sitaatiqn  with  much  ceremony.  At  the  same  timf 
the  reputed  bones  of  St  FridUwida  were  removed  from  the  silkef 
b^  in  wfiich  they  had  lately  reposed^  and  "  were  ordered  to 
be  nixed  and  interred  in  the  same  grave  with  those  of  Martyr^o 
vife«  to  prerent  the  power  of^distinguishlng  them^  should  tbe  age 
of  superstition  retorn«  Bnt  whether  these  bones  were  depositeA 
as  tbe  spot  where  Martyr's  wife  waa  first  buried^  or  under  what 
k  now  shewn  an  tiie  noniunant  of  St.  Fridiswida,  aeems  doiibl* 
foL'' 

Nipr  to  the  abrine  of  St  Fridiswida  is  the  rich  monnnuBpt  of 
bdy  Elixabeth  Montacnte  *,  who  died  in  1353,  with  her  efigy 
IB  the  ooatpime  of  the  time.  Her  dress,  even  down  to  the  wiist^ 
il  eBaneUed  with  gold  and  the  difftfeat  colours  expressive  of  no* 
Uity. 

In  the  same  range  is  tbe  tomb  of  Guimond,  the  first  prior^ 
%itb  his  effigy  in  a  reenmbent  posture,  the  feet  resting  on  a  lion. 
The  robes  of  hia  dress  have  been  richly  coloured,  and  spotted  with 
fold.  He  bad  been  chaplain  to  King  Henry  I.  and  died  in 
1149. 

No  inscription  remains  on  either  of  these  monuments;  but  man]p 
asiiaent  names  of  a  more  recent  date  stand  recorded  on  variooa 
footiguona  tablets, 

Tbe  ancient  painted  windowa  of  Christ  Church  were  chiefly  te^ 
smved  whea  the  internal  alterations  took  place  in  1630 ;  but  the 
new  windows  then  placed  in  their  room  were  much  injured  by 
the  fraaUca  in  the  civil  war.  Some,  however,  were  preserved  p 
aaioag  which  are  three  by  Abraham  Van  Linge :  the  subjects,  tho 
Destruction  of  Sodom  and  Gomorrah  ;  Christ  disputing  with  the 
Doctors ;  and  the  Story  of  Jonah.  In  addition  to  these  must 
he  remarked  a  window  in  the  north  aisle,  expressive  of  the  de* 
livery  of  St  Peter  from  Prison,  executed  by  Isaac  Oliver,  at 
the  age  of  eighty-four,  and  a  portrait  on  glass,  of  Robert  King, 

the 

*  ▲  tibcnt  beaefastr^  to  die  prioiy.  She  presented  tbe  meadow  on  which 
^  ftae  walki  spportaioiog  to  Christ  Church  have  been  lince  formed* 
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liie  6m%  Bishop  of  Oxford*  This  portrait  iras  placed  in  iti  pie* 
sent  Situation  (the  window  immediately  over  his  monument)  soon 
after  the  bishop's  death,  and  was  removed  during  the  rage  of  the 
fiinatical  war.  The  colouring  is  extremely  Tivid  and  the  whole 
piece  finely  executed. 

The  chapel  in  which  Latin  prayers  are  read  opens  into  the 
eastern  cloister.  This  noble  room  is  believed  to  have  been  built 
in  tlie  reign  of  Henry  III.  and  contains  many  estimable  por* 
traitSi  Choir  service  is  performed  in  the  cathedral  *  every  day 
during  term. 

'  Few  rooms  are  more  impressively  august  than  the  Hail  of  Christ 
Church,  which  was  entirely  built  under  the  direction  of  Wotsey. 
This  grand  refectory  is  1 15  feet  long,  by  40  in  width ;  and  is  fifty 
feet  in  height  The  ceiling  is  of  Irish  oak,  beaotifull}  carved,  with 
such  occasional  insertions  of  gilding  as  give  alternate  lustre  and 
relief,  while  they  do  not  detract  from  the  sober  majesty  of  the 
general  effect.  The  windows  are  of  intersected  Gothic,  and  one, 
in  a  recess  on  the  southern  side,  is  among  the  finest  specimens  of 
that  mode  of  architectural  disposal.  At  the  upper  end  of  the 
hall  is  an  ascent  of  three  steps,  and  the  whole  flooring  is  oom- 
posed  of  stone.  The  sides  are  of  pannelled  wainscot;  bat  the 
great  ornament  of  these  consists  in  an  extensive  collection  of 
portraits,  among  which  are-  many  that  afford  equal  interest  front 
•abject  and  style  of  execution.  The  following  appear  to  be  the 
most  striking  :-«au  original  half-length  of  Wolsey,  with  a  per- 
spective view  of  the  hall  introduced  through  a  window  in  the 
comer  of  the  picture.  A  fine  whole  length  of  Henry  VIII. 
Queen  Elizabetli,  drawn  with  a  slender  waist,  an  immense  hoop, 
and  the  sleeves  of  her  dress  thickly  padded.  The  face  is  that 
of  middle  life,  and  is  far  from  unpleasing.    She  has  in  her  hand 

one 

*  Spacioos  as  is  the  church  which  Henry  VIII.  thought  worthy  to  be  con* 
ttitated  a  cathedral,  it  was  too  contracted  for  the  magnificent  views  of  WoUey; 
and  be  had,  accordingl^r,  begun  to  erect  a  new  church,  or  chapel,  on  the  north 
aide  of  bis  quadrangle,  the  fouiulation  of  which  oisy  be  now  traecd  ia  the 
gardens  attached  to  that  diviiion. 
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tie  of  Uwee  fiois  of  featliefs  which  were  eonstracteil  during  her 
Kigl  with  BO  mach  cost  and  delicacy.  This  picture  was  pre* 
Moted  hy  Lord  Dartmootb^  in  whose  family  it  hnd  been  long  pre- 
•erred ;  bat  the  artist  is  not  known.  Compton,  Bishop  of  Lon- 
don, by  Sir  Peter  Lely ;  a  fine  portrait,  the  fignre  sedate,  and 
the  colouring  chaste.  Bishop  Saunderson,  an  original,  by  Riley. 
Dr.  Bosby,  his  hand  on  a  book,  and  a  pupil  in  attendance.  This 
is»  perhaps,  the  most  attractive  portrait  in  the  ball.  The  face 
possenes  more  of  judgment  than  severity ;  the  colouring  is  warm« 
and  the  whole  picture  replete  with  character  and  animation. 

The  roof  of  the  stairway  which  leads  to  the  hall  is  Tanlted« 
aii4  ornamented  with  bold  and  beautiful  varieties  of  Gothic  em- 
bellishment. This  roof  is  supported  by  a  single  pillar,  calculated 
to  saipriae,  on  accondt  of  its  slender  dimensions,  rather  than  to 
idd  oorrespon(!ent  splendour  to  the  effect  of  the  whole. 

Under  the  hall  is  constructed  the  common  room,  in  which  are 
Kvenl  good  portraits,  and  a  bust  of  Dr.  Bosby,  by  Rysbach. 

The  building  formed  in  Peckwater  Square,  ibr  the  original  in- 
tention  of  a  library  alone,  is  now  divided  into  two  ranges,  in 
the  upper  of  which  are  reposited  the  numerous  and  valuable 
books  belonging  to  the  society ;  and  in  the  lower  is  placed  an 
extensive  coUection  of  pictures  bequeathed  to  Christ  Churoh  by 
General  Guise. 

The  part  nsed  as  a  library  is  141  feet  long;  thirty  feet  wide^ 
ind  thirty-seven  feet  high.  On  one  side  is  a  gallery,  and  over 
ercry  class  of  books  are  symbols,  in  stucco,  allusive  to  that  pecu- 
liar blanch  of  literature,  well  imagined,  and  beautifully  executed. 
The  ceiling,  also,  is  richly  ornamented  with  stuceo  work,  and  the 
rescesscs  are  adorned  with  an  exquisite  bust  of  Marcus  Modius^ 
a  physician,  now  chiefly  known  by  this  sculptured  semblance  of 
his  couutenance,  and  with  a  statue  of  a  female  figure  resting  the 
hand  on  a  boy's  shoulder.  This  latter  piece  is  likewise  fine, 
and  was  brought  from  abroad  by  a  late  student  of  Christ  Church. 
The  books  contained  in  this  very  splendid  room  are  supposed  to 
fan  one  of  the  best  collections  in  the  kingdom ;  and  the  pro- 
9  bable 
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liable  oerreclD«88  of  sucb  a  supposition  must  he  allowed  when  vo 
(^jserve  that  among  the  contributors  are  to  b^  named  BurUm, 
(aothor  of  the  Anatomy  of  Melancholy ;)  Dean  Aldricb^  Bishop 
Fell,  Dr.  Mead,  Charles  Boyle,  Earl  of  Orrery  *,  and  Dr.  Wake, 
Archbishop  of  Canterbury.  The  library  is  also  rich  in  manuscripts, 
prints,  and  coins. 

The  whole  ground-floor  of  the  building  is  occupied  by  th^ 
paintings  bequeathed  to  Christ  Church,  by  Brigadier  General 
Guise,  in  .1765.  This  extensive  collection  was  formed  by  the 
general  at  an  immense  expense,  and  consists  almost  entirely  of 
works  by  the  ancient  masters.  So  grand  an  assemblage  of  ptc^* 
tnres  deserves  more  attention  than  our  limits  will  allow.  Pieeei* 
warm  from  the  pencil  of  Raphael,  Guide,  Titian,  the  Caracci^ 
&C.  are  ranged  on  every  side ;  but  our  notice  of  their  claims  on 
admiration  must  necessarily  be  confined  to  a  very  few  subjects. 
.  The  spacious  division  of  bnildiug  allotted  to  the  reception  of 
these  paintings  is  formed  into  two  rooms;  and  over  the  chief 
entrance  is. placed  a  bust  of  the  liberal  donor,  by  Bacon.  Among 
ihe  pictures  iu  the  apartment  on  the  right  are  the  following : — 
Three  Ladies  studying  Music,  by  Titian,  the  colouring  beaotifiil, 
and  the  light  thrown  in  with  much  felicity.  A  dying  Magdalen, 
supported  by  Cherubs,  by  Domenichino.  Dreadfully  fine  I  Death 
is  in  every  line  of  the  expiring  figure,  and  the  alternate  wonder 
and  frciih-coloured  playfulness  expressed  in  the  faces  of  the 
cherubs  produce  a  striking  contrast.  A  most  ghastly  Hedna^'a 
head,  by  Rubens,  the  character  that  of  disgusting  anile  jocose- 
ness,  ao<l  the  snakes  appearing  to  hiss  as  they  curl  round  tbn 
hideous  temples.  A  Descent  from  the  Cross,  by  Corregio.  Re- 
becca at  the  Well,  and  Abraham's  servaut  presenting  her  with 
bracelets,  by  Gaido. 

Over  the  door  of  the  left  hand  room  is  placed  a  bust  of  the  Into 
Bishop  of  Durham,  by  Bacon.    Among  the  many  fine  pftinfiiigt 

ia 

*  Ua  lordship's  conlribotion  comiftied  of  ten  thoof and  Tolvmef.  His  noM* 
#00  and  •oceeasor  pointedly  regrets,  in  bat  Life  of  Swift,  this  alitnalioii  of  Uw 
jMteroal  library. 


k  tkis  ifoge  -are  two  portndii;,  by  Tiiiaa,  of  s^  Venetian  noUe- 
MB»  and  the  gremt  Dike  D'Aha:  tbe  featnre»  of  the  ht^et 
foman  all  tlie  marble  frigidity  to  be  expected  frpm  his  charao 
ter,  A  sopbonisba,  by  Domeniehlno^  the  figures  as  large  as  USb^ 
The  eolonring  of  this  piece  is  remarkably  warm^  and  the  ^i^pres- 
sioo  fineb  The  Martyrdom  of  St,  Laarei^ej  by  Tintoretto. .  Thup 
is  a  large  picture,  and  some  of  the  figures  are  eminently  goo<^ 
bat  tiie  subject  is  not  sufficiently  dignified  in  all  its  bearings  to 
allow  of  any  resemblance  of  sublimity  in  geperal  effect*  The 
moment  of  action  chosen  by  Tintoretto  is  that  in  whish  St.  I4tiir 
leoee  in  tamed  on  the  gridiron  by  the  application  of  an  instm* 
jMnt  to  his  thigh.  Lest  th^  spectator  should  fail  to  observe  thai 
the  saint  was  gradually  martyred,  a  small  pair  of  bellows  is  in«> 
traduced  in  the  fore-ground.  Our  3avioar's  Last  Supper  with 
his  Disciples,  by  the  same  master,  displays  more  taste  and  judg- 
BsnL  In  this  piece  the  candle-light  tints  are  extremely  well 
disposed.  The  Family  of  the  Caracci,  represented  in  a  batcher's 
shop,  by  Annibal  Caracci.  This  large  and  t^ccentric  picture  is 
replete  with  spirit, .  character,  and  ^deUty.  St.  Elizabeth,  with 
8t  John,  when  a  child,  musing,  upon  a  cross  made  of  reeds,  by 
liooardo  di  Vinci.  The  flesh  and  drapery  fine;  but  the  fttces 
are  perhaps  deficient  in  that  loveliness  so  necessary  to  the  adorn- 
ment of  an  exalted  religious  subject*  A  Madona,  by  Raphael, 
in  his  first  manner.  It  is  impossible  to  quit  this  collection 
viithoot  noticing  a  half-length  portrait  of  General  Gnise,  by  Sir 
Joshoa  Eeynolds.-'  The  colouring  and  expression  are  truly  e«- 
cellent. 

Tbe  entraqce^passage  and  stair -case  of  the  library  are  en* 
riched  with  many  pieces  of  sculpture,  among  which  are  a  statue 
of  Locke,  by  Roubilliac,  and  busts  of  George  I.  and^II.  Dr. 
Treror,  Bishop  of  Durham)  Dr.  Freind;  Archbishops  Boulter 
and  Robinson,  Iknd  Dr.  Frewen.  The  latter  bast,  by  Roubillia«^ 
is  particularly  fine.  Tbe  dryness  and  wrinkles  of  extreme  old 
age  are  happily  expressed ;  the  pupil  of  the  eye  is  evidently 
deadened,  and  the  sight  grown  dim. 
VouXiL  L  The 
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lli^Thettlre  of  AnatoBy,  IbandM  atkl  enioirtili,  a#lM  item 
More  staled,  by  0r.  Lee,  phy^ioiaa  to  King  George  tl.  ^OnHAiM 
m  gooi  eollectioA  of  anatoAiieal  prepvationa.  The  gvoiittAi  ap« 
feitaititiig  to  -Chrittt  Cbareli  arO  veff  4ne ;  and  the  ijhi^  walk, 
a  !<|iiarter  of  a  mile  in  length,  shaded  with  elma  cMi  «ii!ier  tMe, 
teems  equally  ealcalated  lot  ike  onMn^iit  of  ttie  feellegeaad  Ilit 
^iie  of  the  students. 

A  aalisfkctory  aOcontft  of  tfie  inett  of  splendid  ibrtmie  and  eaii*> 
ftttti  acquirements  who  have  profHed  hy  the  learned  institatloa 
tif  Chrfst  Chnreh,  would  Oce npy  flie  Whole  of  an  extensive  vo* 
lame.  From  the  earliest  period  of  its  permanent  fbundatfon,  fhii 
toVlege  has  been  the  resort  of  many  among  the  prime  of  the  l5ngw 
lish  nt>hility  and  gentry.  The  palpit,  tho  senate,  the  teAmed 
(imfes^ons,  and  nearly  e\^ry  ^lass  of  votive  literaftare,  htVO 
received  some  of  their  brightest  ornaments  fttim  the  great  Oar- 
dinars  institution.  A  few  only  can  be  mentioned  in  the  preaest 
|)ages;  hut  most  Of  the  blowing  names  have  so  many  rivab  in 
worth,  that  the  selection  would  almort  appear  to  be  infidiewat 
Dr.  FeK,  Bishop  of  Oxford;  Dean  Aldricfa;  Atterbniy,  Btahep 
of  Rochester ;  Dr.  Robert  South ;  Archbishop  Wake ;  6dwar4 
^ckville,  Earl  of  Dorset ;  Lord  Lyttelton;  William,  Eail  MaM- 
HeM;  Lord  Bolingbroke;  Charles  Boyle,  Earl  of  Orrery;  Vii* 
•Kers,  Duke  of  Buckingham ;  Sir  Fbilip  Sidney ;  Sir  Thonma 
If  anmer;  LOCKE  ;  the  learned  and  indefatigable  Camden,  who 
certainly  profited  much  by  the  l^drours  of  Leiand,  but  whose 
Britannia  must  still  be  considered  a  prodigy ;  Dr.  Fieind ;  Oa* 
aaubon ;  Penn,*  the  founder  of  Pennsylvania.  Among  the  per* 
tofts  ehiefly  celebrated  for  poetical  genius,  we  find  Ben  Jonaon ; 
Otway ;  Randolph  ;  Edmund  Smith,  a  dassical  writer  and  elegant 
WOholar ;  Gilbert  West;  John  Fliilips ;  and  George  Colioan. 

To  the  number  of  students  named  by  the  last  charter,  one  lun 
Vmce  been  added  by  the  liberality  of  William  Thurston,  Esq.  of 
liondon.    No  other  change  has  taken  |daee  in  the  constitatioii  of 


*  This  able,  but  eccentric,  ouja,  wai  a  commoner  of  Chriit  Charcb,  b«C' 
Va  expelled  in  cooiequence  of  moiS  iiregolsritiei  of  soodsfit  * 
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tUi  college,  exoqpt  that  Queen  Elisabeth  directed,  im  IMl, 
tkat  there  ahoald  be  an-annoal  dection  from  Wetttiiiin8ter««chQirf. 
The  other  Yacaiieiea  are  filled  at  the  optiou  of  the  Dean  aad 
Colter.  The  society  bow  conaists  (independently  of  the  bishop 
ttd  his  arehdeaoon,  as  named  in  the  charter,)  of  a  dean,*  eight 
eaaoBS,  an*  hondxed  and  on^  students,  three  professors,  eight 
chaplains,  and  a  suitable  choir.  There  is  no  visitor  bat  the  king; 
or  persons  i^fqpointed  by  hiaik. 

£XETER  COLLEGE 

«sBtistB  priac^mlly  of  one  quadrangle,  the  ftront  of  which  ia  920 
6et  in  length.  The  chief  gate  of  entianee  is  ^aced  in  the  cen* 
lie,  and  is  sonnoanted  by  a  tower  of  imposing  magnificence. 
The  two  &oe8  of  this  tower  are  of  similar  construction ;  Ike  base« 
smit  is  matic,  and  then  ensues  a  plinth,  on  which  aitexaised: 
piisateis  of  the  Ionic  order,  sopforting  a  semicircahur  pediment, 
•fnsaiented  with  armorial  bearings  and  varions  iistoons.  Aba* 
Intiade  at  the  top  best«ws  much  lightness  on  the  whole.  Tha 
mS  of  Che  galaway  is  arched,  and  finely  adorned  with  the  anus 
of  besefiwters.  This  towmr  and  gatews^  are  beautiful  as  sepa^i^ 
ntc  olyects,  but  each  extensive  lateral  range  of  front  is  Gothic, 
^thaa  embattled  parapdt ;  and  thaa  the  eye  is  indelibly  o&n4ed 
hy  an  inconsistency  desteueiive  of  all  particular  attraction. 

The  hiterior  €i  the  quadrangle  is  nearly  a  parallelogram  of  139 
feet,  and  is  simple,  uniform,  aad  pleasing.  Thadiapel,  w4kioho«« 
tapies  a  large  portion  of  one  side,  is  a  neat  aad  solid  Gothic 
■tiatlafe;  and  the  adjoining  nesidence  of  the  rector,  though  a 
Mdeia  eraetioB,  is  jodidously  made  to  coiTespond  with  the  cha- 
ncier of  the  sttrroonding  architecture.  The  hall  is  ascended  by 
a  flight  of  steps,  and  agipees  whh  the  other  parts  of  the  quadnm* 
item  possessing  aaembatlled  pampet. 

L  2  Although 

*  Tht  Deanery  of  Chriii  Church  has  been  utaaUj  attended  with  promo: 
t'wQto  a  Uibopffe,  and  is  efiea  allswed  t»  be  held  in  Cmii^dim  b>  tbf 
l^<«s  10  proswted. 


j^ 
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,  Althoagb  the  dilef  bntldi^gs  of  tliis  college  now  evinee  «<^ 
much  desirable  reg;iilarity  of  disposal,  it  does  not  appear  that 
an  J  sack  eonsiatency  of  architectival  design  formed  a  part  of  the 
fennder's  scheme.  Additipns  have  been  made  afr  incideoUl 
liberality  afibrde^i  niieans ;  and,  therefore,  on  the  whole,  great- 
pfaise  is  due  to  those  who  have  superintended  the  augneotatioa 
of  the  structure. 

This  college  was  founded  by  Walter  de  Slapledon,  Bishop  of 
Exeter,  about  the  year  1315,  and  is  intimately  blended  with 
another  well -intended  foundation  from  tlie  same  hand,  that  of 
Hert,  or  Hart,  Hall,  now  termed  Hertford  College. 

Walter  de  Stapledon  descended  from;  a  good  family^  and  is 
supposed  to  h%te  been  bom  at  Aunery,  near  <jfreat  Torringtoi), 
in  Devonshtr*.     He  was  advanced  to  the  bishopric  of  Exeter  ii^ 
1307  ;  ahd  by  King  £d?rard  II.  he  was  appointed  lord«lreasnrer, 
and  was  employed  in  many  weighty  matters  of  state :  but,  when 
the  royal  household  pursued  separate  interests,  and  the  sinister 
designs  of  the  queen  became  apparent,  Be  Stapkdon  adhered  In 
his  ill-fated  master,  and,  consequently,  fell  a  victim  to  party  fury. 
He  was  seized  by  the  deluded  populace  on   October  15,  1320, 
as  he  was  walking  in  a  public  street  of  Loiidcm,  and  was  be- 
headed by  them  near  the  north  door  of  St.  Paul's  church.     His 
body  wa«  contunelidusly  buritd  in  a  heafi  of  saud^  at  the  hack  of 
his  own  hotse  near  Temple^bar ;  but  a  monnment  has  since  been 
constructed  to  the  houour  of  his  memory  in  Exeter  cathoclral,  by 
the  rector  and  feU%wti  of  this  coUe^.  . 

It  was  in  tW  year  1312  that  Bishop  Stapledon  fivst  evinced 
liberality  of  inlsntiea  in  regard  to  the  University  of  Oxford. 
He  then  .  purchased  Hert-hall,  and  a  contiguous  roeasna^,  for 
the  accommodation  of.  twelve  schohirs;  but,  three  yeass  after- 
wards, he  procured  premises  on  the  site  -of  the  .present  college 
and  removed  the  rector  and  scholars,  though  he  still  retained 
the  privileges  of  the  original  foundation  charter,  and  appesxed  Jto 
consider  the  former  institution  as  a  permanent  appendage  to  Ui« 
tUtter.     According  to  the  statutes  now  delivered,  the  society  wps 

to 


%o  consist  of  tkkrteenpfi^iis^'Ofte  io  be  iostrociBd  in  canon-law, 
tnr  theology,  and  tfae  oth^Ts  in  philosopher.  Eight  were  UkJA 
vboaen  from  Devonshire^  and  Fonr  from  Cornwall. 

New  benelactora  soon  arose ;  and,  in  1404,  Edmnnd  Stafford, 
Bishop  of  Exeter,  altered  the  statutes  and  added  two  fellow- 
ships from  the  diocese  of  Saltsbnry,  besides  presenting  upwards 
of  two  hundred  marks,  in  money,  and  many  books  and  oma- 
flients,  to  the  library  and  chapel. 

-  Sir  William  Petre,  (founder  of  the  aoble  honse  distinguished 
by  his  Dane,)  was  likewise  a  benefactor  of  eminence.  This  able 
statesman  concerned  himself  so  little  with  factions  politics  that 
lie  Ibimd  employment  in  the  lour  dissiniiiar  eosrf  s  of  Henry  VIII. 
Edward  VI.  and  the  two  sisters,  Mary  and  Elizabetli.  A  large 
portion  of  the  wealth  accumulated  by  his  unremitting  exertions 
lie  defeated  to  snch  acts  of  liberality  as  were  calculated  to  ad- 
vance the  soHd  interests  of  his  country.  In  regard  to  Exeta* 
CdUq^,  he  founded  eight  fellowships,  from  five  specified  coun- 
ties, or  from  any  others  m  which  he  or  his  descendants  might 
possess  estates.  Sir  William  Pelre,  also,  procured  a  new  body 
of  statutes  for  the  college,  and  a  regular  deed  of  incorporation. 

Among  other  benefactors  of  note  must  be  mentioned  King 
Cbsrles  I.  who  endowed  one  fellowship ;  Sir  John  Aofcland,  who 
contributed  towards  the  improvement  of  the  buildings,  and  to' 
other  nsefnl  purposes ;  Samuel  Hill,  rector  of  Warlegan,  in 
Cornwall,  the  founder  of  four  scholarships,  two  from  Devon- 
shire, and  two  horn  Cornwall ;  Sir  John  Maynard,  who  insti- 
tated  two  lectures,  the  one  in  Divinity,  and  the  other  on  the 
Oriental  languages;  Lady  Shiers,  of  iBly field-house  in  Surrey, 
and  Dr.  George  Hakewill. 

There  was  not  any  chapel  comprehended  in  the  foundation 
of  Bishop  Stapledon,  but  the  society  speedily  obtained  a  licence 
to  erect  one,  and  the  building  ^as  completed  in  the  year  1326. 
In  1024,  this  striictiire  was  converted  into  a  library ;  and,  in 
Ifce  same  year,  the  present  chapel  (which  was  begun  in  1622) 

\  fnished,  chiefly  at  the  expense  of  Dr.  Hakewill.    This  is  a 

L3  neaf 


^eal  edyifie^  and  p«Metoei  lhf»  paeuUanty  of  li0«  iuski.  It  b 
Jtgkled  by  eight  Gothic,  windowg^  on  each  of  irhich  is  iaseribed 
''  Domus  mea  Domus  Oraiionii,"  the  text  choMB  by  the  cek- 
hnied  Dr.  Prideam,  who  preached  the  ooosecfalion  semion. 
The  ceiling  is  arched^  and  painted  to  imitate  intersected  groia- 
^ork.  In  the  south  aisle  is  a  good  portrait  ctf  Dr.  Hskewill, 
|Aaced  there  at  his  own  recpiest. 

The  hall  is  a  handsome  Gothic  bailding,  eretlted  fay  Sir  Joba 
Adiland  in  the  early  part  of  the  seventeenth  qeolary,  Tbe 
roof  and  screen  are  of  eanred  oak ;  the  sides  ane  ornamented 
by  several  portraits,  among  which  are  two  of  the  founder^  tbe 
one  ancient*  and  the  other  painted  add  presented  by  Petel«  ia 
1780. 

The  premature  death  of  Bishop  Stapledon  caused  his  fotfnda* 
tion  to  be  left  in  so  incomplete  a  state,  thai  the  Colleige  pes* 
•essed  no  library  till  about  the  year  1883,  when  a  snail  room 
was  erected  for  the  reception  of  the  many  valaable  books  be* 
qneathed  to  the  society.  This  room,  though  subsequently  en« 
Imged*  was  found  too  limited  in  general  plan  for  its  intended 
purpose,  and  the  books  were  removed,  as  has  been  already  ob- 
served, to  the  original  chapel ;  but,  in  1709,  an  acddental  fire 
oonsumed  the  interim  of  that  building  and  the  principal  pwi  of 
the  works  there  deposited.  This  ravine  was  quickly  repured  as 
far  as  was  practicable;  and,  in  1778,  a  complete  new  library  waa 
erected  ;  at  whidi  time  tbe  old  chapel  (the  only  remaining  paii 
of  the  original  buildings)  was  polled  down.  The  plan  of  the 
modern  edifice  was  given  by  the  Rev.  William  Crowe,  the  pro* 
sent  public  orator.  This  building  is  judiciously  sedate  and  plain, 
and  contains^  among  other  valuable  articles,  a  fine  ooUectioii  of 
Aldine  classics^ 

Beyond  the  quadrangle  are  gardens,  highly  agreeable,  mud 
disposed  with  much  taste. 

''  Exeter  College,"  says  Fuller,  in  his  Church  History,  *'eoB* 
sisteth  chiefly  of  Cornish  and  Devonshire  men,  the  genby  of 
which  Utter,  Queen  Elisabeth  used  to  say,  were  eoortiefB  bf 

tkei 


Hm  UrtL  Ani,  u  Aeso  wetUtm  men  do  bear  away  the  fc«H  &r 
aiigiii^d  Bleight  in  wrestliDg^  ao  the  sc]u>l}ara  hare  hate  alt 
vayea  ac^ilted  theiD8elv>«8  wUb  credit  iu  palestra  lUeraria/* 
Semanl  ot  the  aamea  iH>w  aabjoioeii^  aa  forming  a  part  of  tbf 
eniaeBt  peraoaa  coonttctcd  with  thia  honse,  pleasingly  con6n|k 
the  tiiith  of  Pnlhr'a  observation  :-r]h'.  Prid»aox>  Biabop  of  Wor« 
asala;  anuv  of  great  leamingi  and  an  extensive  writer;*  Areb« 
bisbep  Seeker;  Sir  John  Forteaoue,  one  of  the  ableat  Uwyera  of 
tba  fifteenth  oentary;  Henry  Cary^  Lord  Falkland;  the  gallant 
Jaaes^  Duke  HamUton,  sacrificed  for  his  attacbaaent  to  Cbarks  I. ; 
Sir  Simon  B«akerville»  the  most  popnbir  physician  of  the  aeveih 
teenth  eentary ;  Sir  John  Doddridge^  jadge  and  antiquary ;  Dig* 
goiy  Wheaxe»  the  first  Camden  professor;  Lord  Chief- JosUce 
Relle;  Heory  Cat^y,  aecond  Earl  of  Moomonth^  an  elegant 
scholar  and  -writer;  Anthony  Ashley  Cooper^  Ixwd  Bhaftesbnry^ 
MaandrslU  the  traveller;  Upton,  editor  of  Epictetns,  and  eoo* 
SMBtatoroD  Shakspeare* 

The  present  memben  of  this  society  are  a  rector,  tventy'flra 
feBowa,  one  scholar,  who  ia  Bible  clerk,  and  ten  exhibitioneim 


HERTFORD  COLLEGE. 

In  ear  pvaceding  notice  ct  Exeter  College  wehaveobaerved  that 
Riskop  BtapledoB  first  placed  liis  establishment  at  Hertford  (eor* 
vaptfy  Hert»  or  Hart,)  Hall.  When  he  removed  the  scholars  of  his 

L  4  Ibandation^ 

*  Dr.  PriJsoaK  sattred  the  ooUcgs  withont  naoey  and  withoat  friends. 
Bahie  he  eepaifed  to  Otford  he  bed  antnccettfuHy  endeavoared  to  procsfs 
the  appofaitBeoi  of  Pariah  clerk  at  UgbonDw«  in  Devonshire  1  He  wa^  fy^ 
aoMe  tioie,  eoployed  as  a  menial  in  the  kitchen  of  Exeter  College.  While 
m  easagcd  hia  pronptneas  and  diligence  attracted  the  notice  of  the  fellowa, 
and  tbejr  took  him  into  proteciiooi  acarceljr  more  to  his  honour  than  theic 
own.  By. King  Charles  I.  he  was  nominated  to  the  bishopric  of  Worcea* 
tar«  bat  the  ^iccdj  ascendancy  of  the  fanatical  jpnty  prevented  his  ei^ojr* 
■V  the  fraits  of  bis  promotioai 
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^  fmindation^  Hert  Hall  still  continued  open  as  a  place  of  edncafict*. 
The  power  of  naming  the  principals  was  vested  in  the  memberv 
of  Exeter  College  until  the  year  1740,  when  Dr.  Newton  (then 
nrincipal)  obtained  a  royal  charter  for  converting  the  Hall  into  « 
perpetual  College ;  the  society  to  consist  of  a  principal ;  four  se- 
nior, and  eight  junior,  fellows;  eight  probationary  students; 
twenty-fonr  actual  students,  and  four  scholars.  To  this  new 
foundation  he  gave  the  title  of  Hertford  College,  but  directed  in 
the  statutes  that  any  other  name  might  be  affixed  by  a  moreexten* 
aive  benefactor.  Such  a  friend,  however,  has  not  arisen.  The 
imildings  remain  incomplete,  and  the  college  has  been  witimul  a 
principal  since  the  year  1805. 

According  to  the  plan  of  Dr.  Newton  the  whole  structure  was 
to  form  a  quadrangle,  containing  a  chapel,  hall,  and  library,  the 
principal's  lodgings,  and  apartments  for  the  society.  But  he 
imly  succeeded  in  building  the  chapel,  the  principal's  lodgings, 
and  a  small  portion  on  the  south-east  of  the  intended  qnadran^ 
gle.  No  part  of  these  seems  likely  to  l>e  interesting  in  descrip- 
tion. 

Of  the  ancient  appendages  to  Hert  Hall,  the  refectory,  built  in 
the  reign  of  Elizabeth,  the  old  principal's  lodgings,  with  a  kit- 
chen and  some  chambers  over  them,  and  the  gatehouse,  above 
which  is  a  library,  are  still  remaining. 

Although  now  eomparatively  deserted,  this  spot  has  prodneed 
•omc  eminent  men,  among  whom  we  must  name  the  amiable.and 
elegant  Lard  Buckhursf,  an  able  stateaman,  and  author  of  Goc- 
bodnc,  the  first  English  tragedy  in  blank  verse;  Selden  ;  Dr. 
Donne,  the  satirist  (afterwards  removed  to  Cambridge;)  Sir  Wii« 
liam  Walli^r,  the  Parliamentary  general ;  Sir  Richard  Baker,  ih% 
Chronicler.  And,  even  since  Hert  Hall  has  become  a  nominal 
College,  it  has  a^rded  education  to  one  of  the  most  distinguish- 
ed statesmen  of  modern  times,  Charles  Janus  Fox,* 

JESUa 

*  If  is  tutor  wot  Dr.  Newcome,   aA^rwards  Archbitliop  of  Armigb. 
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JESUS  COLLEGE 

Wm  foanded  by  Queen  Elizabeth,  but  the  idea  of  the  faanda« 
lioD  did  not  originate  with  that  sovereign,  and  the  College  is  no| 
much  indebted  to  her  bounty, 

Hugh  ap  Rice,  or  Price,  a  native  of.  Brecknock,  who  was  edi^ 
died  at  Oseney  Abbey,  and  was  afterwards  a  doctor  of  civil  Jaw, 
font  Prebendary  of  Rochester,  and  Treasurer  of  St.  David's, .  oh* 
serving  that  his  countrymen  were  scarcely  ever  noticed  in  celler 
giste  endowments,  formed  the  generous  design  of  instituting  an 
ertaUishneiit  at  Oxford  peculiarly  ibr  their  benefit  In  pursu- 
asee  of  this  intention,  he  intreated  Queen  Elizabeth  ''  to  found 
a  Coyege,  on  which  he  might  bestow  a  certain  property/'  The 
faeen  acceded  to  his  wish,  and  granted  a  charter  of  foundation, 
dated  Jane  27th  1671,  by  which  the  society  was  directed  to  con* 
mt  of  a  principal,  eight  felbws,  and  eight. scholars,  for  the  mainr 
tenanceof  whom  Dr.  Price  was  permitted  to  convey  estates  to  jthe 
yearly  value  of  1601.  He,  likewise,  bestowed  upwards  of  15001. 
on  the  building,  besides  leaving  a  sum  of  money  by  will,  whioli 
was  suffisred  to  accumulate  till  the  beginning  of  the  seveateeatb 
century,  when  it  amounted  to  7001.  The  queen's  liberiility  was 
confined  to  a  donation  of  timber  from  her  forests  of  Shotover  and 
Stow.  Dr.  Price  died  in  1574,  at  which  period  only  the  front  of 
the  building  and  the  southern  side  of  the  first  quadrangle  wen^ 
completed.  It  is  probable  that,  when  he  solicited  Elizabeth  to 
take  on  herself  the  merit -of  founding  the  College,  he  was  fully 
aware  of  the  insufficiency  of  his  own  resources,  and  had  calcu- 
lated en  assistance  from  the  royal  purse.  No  aid  was  received 
from  the  foundress,  and  the  estates  conveyed  by  Dr.  Price  bees  me 
so  unproductive,  tliat  the  progress  of  the  buildings  was  soon  sus- 
pended. But  private  munificence  sliortly  formed  an  ample  recom- 
pense for  the  fkilnre  of  regal  bounty.  The  buildingi^  were  gra- 
doally  completed  on  an  extensire  scale,  and  various  liberal  dona- 
tions 
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tions  and  bequests  placed  the  finances  of  the  College  en  a  firm 
basis. 

Among  nnmerons  benefactors,  well  itesei-vhig  of  bonoarable 
mention,  were  Sir  Eubule  Tliclwall,  who  conduced  liberally  to* 
wards  the  buildings,  and  procured  a  new  charter,  dated  Joair'lsl 
1682.  Herbert  Wettphaiiag>  Bishop  of  Uerelbrd,  ia  1608. 
Henry  Rowlands,  Bishop  of  Bangor,  in  16O0«  King  Chirles  I. 
Franeis  Manseil,  D.  D.  Principai  of  the  College.  Sir  Leoliat 
Jenkins,  Knt  and  Principal  from  1661  to  I6f3,  This  benevo- 
lent eontribator  left  estates  for  the  improTeomni  of  the  prtacipAl'ki 
salary,  and  that  of  the  fellows  and  scholam*  By  his  meana^  also, 
three  newjMiowships,  and  two  scholarships,  were  added,  hk  16l9w 
Dr.  Williams,  Principal,  bequeathed  propettjr  for  the  iboddfetaoa 
«f  a  logic-lecture;  and,  tan  years literwards, Bk  Thomas  Caaen, 
Deputy  lieutenant  of  the  ooimty  of  Pembroke,  founded  4k  cade- 
^bdiGal  lecture.  Edward  M«rrick,  M.  A.  Treasttror  of  St.  Da- 
vid's, in  1713,  bequeathed  his  whole  eiAate  to  thebentifil  of  the 
«iei6ty.  The  affairs  of  the  institution  thus  gmdaaUy  becime  no 
fitMipere«B,  that  it  was  necessary  frequently  to  obtain  tnyal  ebar- 
tirs  permitting  the  College  to  hold  revennes  to  an  ndditional 
nmrnnt.  The  places  from  which  the  ndditional  fellowB  and  schn- 
lars'were  directed  to  be  chosen  by  the  respective  foanders  are  the 
nenirties  «f  Brecknock,  Caetnarvoa,  Monmouth,  Denbigh,  Pen- 
Woke,  and  Cardigan ;  and  the  schools  of  Caermarthenshire,  Bnn- 
gor,  Beauroiris,  Llyn,  Ruthen,  Abergaiwnny,  and  the  diocCM 
wf  St  Asaph.  In  almost  every  instanoe  a  preference  is  to  be  gi- 
fen  to  the  relations  of  the  founder. 

The  buildings  of  Jesus  College  consiut  of  two  qnadranglea,  tte 
first  90  feet  by  70;  and  the  second,  or  interior,  100  leet  by  M, 
The  front  towards  the  street  was  rebnilt  in  the  year  1756,  but  la 
a  hfeavy  erection,  devoid  of  character  or  interest,  and  appears  to 
^greater  disadvantage  when  compared  with  the  interior  «f  the 
quadrangle,  which  is  entirely  Gothic  The  chapel,  a  loir  but 
{deasing  sf ruoture,  with  a  small  turret  on  the  western  end,  standi 
«a  the  north,  and  the  haU  on  the  west.  The  remaindar  of  tiM 
7  «o«rt 
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tf&mi  w  ofceapM  by  nraget  of  iipirlmtelt  tkree  Btoiiai  iHgh,  Hil 
altM  b^^  fomed  by  prcgecttog  via^w*  m  the  gaUe  n>H,  0nt 
0Uh  of  wbicb  b  a  sbarfrfy  poiatcd  pediiMiit 

The  Meood  qvftdrangle  is  a  nMfe  elevHted  and  inUrestibg  tmm* 
biiutti6B«  Three  sides  are  strictly  unifarm,  uratb  stoally  donUs^ 
Gslbie  tvindowsy  and  a  range  of  pUmades  oo  the  top.  Tlie  hall 
forms  a  pleasiiig  portion  of  the  fourth  side,  the  bay  window  and 
embattled  parapet  of  which  possess  considerable  beauty.  Th« 
aides  of  this  quadfaagle^  on  the  soiitb  and  north.  Were  completed 
in  1640,  nader  the  management  of  Dr.  Mansell,  then  Priadipti  } 
aad  be  held  sofficient  money,  in  eonseqaenoe  of  various  labersl 
coalribiitions,  to  finish  the  whole  court;  but  the  intervenlion  of 
the  civil  war  restrained  his  eaertionH,  and  he  felt  oompelled  to 
abandon  the  nadertaking  as  hopeless :  lie,  therefore^  returned  th« 
siilBs  in  his  possession  to  the  genertms  donors.  In  1676  Sir  Leo« 
liae  Jenkins  completed  the  remainder  of  this  ardnoas  task  at  his 
#WB  expense. 

The  Hmll,  which  forms  so  pleaslag  an  ornament  to  both  ^Hir 
drangles,  was  built  early  in  the  seventeenth  century,  with  a  r^*' 
dae  of  the  original  legacy  of  Dr,  Price,  aided  by  contribotiona 
from  the  society,  mid  principally  by  that  of  Sir  Eubnle  Thelwall. 
It  is  a  spacioiis,  but  plain,  room,  and  contains  several  porttaits; 
among  which  are  those  of  Chaxies  1.  by  Vandyke,  a  fine  ptctare, 
bat,  perhaps,  not  one  of  the  happiest  cibrts  of  that  glreat  artist, 
who  sometimes  was  enabled  to  bestow  almost  superhuman  gran« 
dear  on  bis  copies  of  the  elevated  human  form.  Queen  Elizabeth; 
Sir  Leoline  Jenkins ;  and  an  interesting  piece  representing  Sir 
Eubnle  Tbelwall  when  a  child,  with  his  mother. 

The  present  Library  is  above  the  common  room,  on  the  west 
side  of  the  inner  quadi-angle,  and  was  erected  by  Sir  Leoline  Jen* 
kins,  in  1677.  It  is  a  qmcious  room,  and  has  a  gallery  to  the 
whole  extent  of  one  side.  Among  the  books  are  those  of  the  cc« 
lebiated  Lord  Herbert  of  Cherbury,  who  would  have  passed  to 
posterity  iu  the  character  of  a  philosopher,  if  he  had  not  taken 
pains,  in  the  memoirs  of  his  own  life,  to  prove  that  he  wHs,  in 

fiict^ 
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tufi,  only  ao  aigumcaUtiye  knight-errant  Still,  when  Lcm4 
Herbert  was  more  than  an  arm^s  length  from  the  hilt  <»r  hia  aword^ 
tad  had  placed  on  one  aide  the  romantic  acarf  of  bis  knighthood^ 
he  oottld  think  with  justice,  and  deliver  his  thoaghts  with  can- 
4oiir.  Hia  life  of  Henry  VIII.  waa  undertaken  by  order  of 
Chariea  I.  and  it  shonld  never  be  forgotten  that  he  passed  seveiw 
Oenanres  on  arbitrary  government^  in  the  very  pages  vrhich  he 
lireaented  to  the  notice  of  bis  sometimes  misled  sovereign. 

The  Chapel  waa  chiefly  built  by  contributions  from  many  af- 
fluent ami  distinguished  personagea  in  the  principality  of  Wales, 
and  was  finished  in  1621.  Since  that  period,  however,  it  has  been 
lengthened  on  the  east,  and  now  consists  of  three  divisions.  One 
screen  separates  the  body  from  the  chancel,  and  another  shuts  the 
«nte*chapel  from  view  of  the  main  interior  of  the  boilding.  Tbo 
froof  is  formed  into  compartments,  richly  adorned,  and  the 
whole  is  aa  pleasingly  arranged  as  the  character  of  the  mixed  Go- 
thic, when  applied  to  the  inner  parts  of  buildings,  will  allow. 
The  altar-piece  is  a  copy  of  Guide's  well  known  pictore,  repre- 
aentiog  St.  Michael's  triumph  over  the  Devil. 
.^  Among  the  curiosities  shewn  at  this  College  are,  an  immense 
bowl  of  gilded  silver,  which  weighs  278  ounces,  and  will  con- 
tain ten  gallons,  presented  by  a  late  Sir  Watkin  Williams  Wynne  ; 
f  metal  watcb,  given  by  Charles  I.  ;  and  a  huge  stiiTup,  pressed, 
as  it  is  said,  by  the  foot  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  when  she  honoured 
the  University  with  avisit. 

The  following  are  some  of  the  distinguished  persons  connectfsd 
with  Jesus  College :  Sir  £ubule  Thelwall,  son  of  John  Thelwa)!^ 
of  Batharvan  Park,  in  the  county  of  Denbigh,  Esq.  ;*  Sir  Leoline 
Jenkins,  who  entered  of  this  College  in  1641,  and  remained  till 
after  the  deafh  of  Charics  I.  He  then  retinal  to  the  seat  of  Sir 
John  Aubrey,  in  Wales ;  which,  as  a  mansion  left  void  by  aequeft- 
tration,  aflbrded  shdtcr  to  several  other  eminent  loyalists.  In 
this  retreat  he  educated  the  son  of  Sir  John,  and  several  other 
children  of  distingnishcd  cavaliers ;  but  was,  at  length,  ordered 
into  confinement  by  the  Parliamentary  government,  as  a  ibmeote^ 

of 


oxFORBrai&t.  VfT 

4t  nMIion !  He  was^  boweyer,  Hber&ted  at  tbe  request  of  Ik.' 
Wilkins,  Warden  of  Wadham^  and  he  removed^  with  his  pupHajf 
la  Oxford,  in  1651.  After  variona  shbaefpieBt  persecationa  be 
received  the  reward  doe  to  hia  loyalty,  aiace  be  was  not^nly 
elected  Principal  of  bis  College^  bpt  was  employed,  oa  the  Rea- 
toralioo,  in  many  high  departmer^  of  tbe  state.  This  eminent 
aebolar  and  loyalist  is  buried  ia  the  College  cbapeL  Williaiv 
lioyd.  Bishop  of  Worcester,  one  of  the  seven  prelates  ordered 
to  the  tower  by  Jamea  II;;  Dr..WyiAie>  Bishop  of  Si  Asaphf 
David  Powel,  the  antiquary;  John  Davis^  the  Lexioographer;: 
Rees  Prichturd,  a  Welch  poet  of  great  popularity;  Edward  Lloyd, 
an  antiquary  and  botanist  of  very  high  tatainroenta ;  and,  nior« 
reeenthr,  the  two  able  writera  in  theology,  Dr,  Henry  Owea,  and 
Dr.Worthingion. 


MNCOLN  COLLEGE. 

Oxford  fonoed  for  so  long  a  period  a  part  of  the  diooeaeof  Lia* 
coin,  that  we  naturally  look  for  distinguished  patronage  amongi 
the  prelates  who  formerly  enjoyed  that  see.  Richard  Piemroing, 
or  Flemmyngc,  tlie  founder  of  tliis  College,  was  born  at  Croftoaj 
ia  Yorkshire,  and  was  educated  at  U/uversity  CoUege,  where  hia 
talents  and  acquirements  procured  him  unusual  houours. .  fir  the 
early  part  of  life  he  was  zealoui|ly  atUphed  to  the  principlea  of 
Wickliffe,  and  is  e^en  said  to  have  made  some  converts  aoiong  per- 
sons of  very  high  distinction.  But  he  appears  to  have  been  a  man 
af  ardeut  feelings  and  active  imagination.  His  zeal  was  too  paa<* 
iiooate  to  be  lasting,  and  he  shortly  exercised  equal  ardpur  and 
doquenoe  in  vindication  of  the  antient  bigh-cburch  iuloleranca 
Be  his  party  what  it  might  be  was  never  satisfied  with  the  safa 
middle  course  of  gentleness  and  sobrioty :  he  had  been  violent  in 
support  of  WikcliflTe ;  and,  when  he  had  changed  his  opinions^ 
he  was  so  strenuous  in  enmity  that  be  condescended  to  execute 
that  deoreo  of  the  Council  of  Constance^  wliich  directed  that  tha 
t  .  bones 
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ktues  of  WvkViMt  KhoUd  be  takm  from  their  plate  of  aepdtarl^ 
Md  publicly  burned 

Flonaing  was  advaooed  to  the  sat  of  LiDcoln  in  1490,  audi 
l^ar  yeais  afterwafds  dialiagoished  iiMiself  so  mack  in  a  Coimeil 
wkich  was  caHed  M  Sksna^  fqr  the  purpose  of  arranging  po? 
aeediagt  against  the  coktineatal  Beforaiera,  that  Pope  M^a  V. 
ynm  deairoua  of  piomatiiig  him  to  the  Archbiahdpric  of  York ;  hoi 
IkSi  king,  and  the  dean  and  ckapter,  opposed  ^e  wish  of  hia  ho*^ 
l^deaa  with  saeh  irmnesf ,  that  Flamming  deemed  it  expedient  to 
VB^m  to  his  dioceae  of  lincoln. 

It  «aa  in  the  year  1497  that  he  obtained  the  royd  licence  to 
iinnd  a  society  of  students  in  the  chordi  of  All  Saints,  Oxford, 
and  to  anite  that  church  with  those  of  St.  Mildred  and  St  Mi- 
chael ;*  the  whole  incorporated  edifices  to  be  named  the  ohareh  of 
All  Saints,  and  to  be  erected  into  a  collegiate  church,  or  college. 
The  society  was  to  consist  of  a  warden,  or  rector,  seven  scholars, 
and  two  chaplains.  The  rector  and  scholars  were  to  be  perpetual 
parsons  of  the  intended  collegiate  church ;  and  it  was  expressly 
stated  that  they  were  to  iemploy  the  whole  6f  their  talents  in  op- 
position to  Wickliflle  and  his  followers. 

Shortly  after  the  rnyal  licfmse  was  obtained,  the  bishop  pnr« 
cfcased  ground  for  the  erection  of  buildings ;  bat  his  death,  in  the 
year  1430,  retarded  the  commencement  of  the  structure,  and  thia 
Ihtal  event  occurred  so'nnexpectedly,  that  he  had  not  even  pr^ 
pared  stahttes  for  the  reguhition  of  the  society. 

Tho  students  resided  for  some  time  in  a  tenement  called  Deep 
Hall,  which  formed  a  part  of  the  founder's  purchase ;  but  they 
wore  so  fortunate  as  speedily  to  meet  witli  fresh  patrons,  among 
whom  were  Cardinal  Beanfort,  and  Thomas  Aotheram,  Bishop  of 
Liiiooln.  This  latter  dignified  ecclesiastic  was  so  extensive  a  he* 
Mfootor  that  he  has  nsnally  been  allowed  to  share  in  the  honour 
of  foundation  with  his  predecessor  in  the  bislioprtc.  The  family 
oaflM  of  this  prelate  was  Scot,  and  he  derived  his  familiar  sur- 
name 

*  Tlitse  three  churches  were  tbea  ander  the  immediate  patronage  of 
img»  u  Bifthop  of  lancolM. 
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MMilMlMkflrtM,liiToikihife»tiie]il«eeifriii«Urtk  Bm 
«M4riiM*ad  «l  CattlNidg«,  tand  rnma  im  ^omt  tkoeOlMUMsdlor  of 
ttaftUaltenilgr.  He  flibd «  nurfcty  of  inportMit  offim,  liolb In 
^kmnlk  ttsd  «l«te.  Mug  aveoanmly  B»hop  of  RioolieflBr  «tt|l 
liMAi^  Md  AreUMwp  of  York;  Koeper  of  the  Pmy  8tMl» 
«»d  lord  CkftRoeHor. ' 

The  first  idea  of  his  beneiaitiott  odeuired  while  on  a  'mil  to 
fcfe  dioeoBc,  oa  Kohop  of  Unoolfl,  in  1490.  John  Tmtvoppe,  ibo 
MvdrMtar  of  fledimifi^'s  iiaiidatioii,  preached  the  viaitatieii 
ti'jw  froB  the  testt  **  Brfiold^  and  visit,  thy  Woe,  and  perfeeft 
llie  Tineyavd  wMdi  Ay  right  hand  lia«h  planlad/'  la  the  oowtt 
oC  hia  onftiott  the  raolor  ao  jodioioualy  q^pKed  to  the  feelngo'al 
hk  chief  auditor,  thait  ho  rose  from  his  aefKt,  and  laith  dfAaotoy 
loatraiaed  hia  emotion  tiH  the  semon  vaa  eondndad,  nhen  ha 
pmaiaed  to  do  itt  that 'waa  peqoired  ibr  the  permaiient  benefit  of 
the  inatitation.  This  promise  he  nobly  performed/ i>r  he  not  only 
«oatiihoted  largely  to  the  erection  of -oonvenient  boildinsay  but 
tocr^aacd  the  nomber  of  fellowa  from  aoven  to  twelve,  and  hcalow* 
od  twoHviogh.  Heoko  femed  a  body  of  statates  for  the  regohp 
Han  of  the  aoeiety. 

When  the  inaHtotion  was  ihoa  oKtabHahed  on  a  solid  haiiia  fresh 
htnehators  apeedily  arose*  Among  theae  were  ftisfaop  firayfl^ 
•treaJy  netieod  aa  the  liberal  foimder  of  Braaen  noae.  fidsravd 
DsAy,  M.  A.  Fellow  of  the  College,  And  Archdeaoon  ol  8taoc 
who  i^mided  three  feHowsbips ;  Joan  Trapps,  the  widow  of  a 
^IdsmRh  in  London;  and  Mrs.  Joyce  Pmnhland  (notieed  rn  onr 
neconnt  of  Braaen  noae)  her  danghter;  Nathaniel^  Loid  Gcew^ 
Biihop  of  DdrhaQi>  somettne  reetor  of  thia  College;  ond  Dn 
Man(hall»  Reetor,  and  Bean  of  Glonoeoler. 

The  bnildings  of  Lincoln  College  are  comprised  in  two^nm- 
Arangles,  the  one  a  parnllelogran  of  eighty,  and  the  other  of  ae- 
^^atf,  feet  The  firont  towarda  the  alreet  ia  low  and  irr^golar, 
Noting  a  ^aitt  aqnan*  tower,  with  a  tatret  at  one  angle,  over  the 
ohief  eoltaaee.  The'firateonrt  was  ^begnnaoon  after  tlio  founder^ 
taalh,  and  waa  oompleted  by  Rotherfaao^  the  c<^>fomider,  and  Bi^ 

ahop 
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dwp  BacUilrtoiL  TUb  diviaidb  conteiM  tbe  h«li»  the  lOntf, 
tbe  tMor'f  lodging*,  the  commoD  roon^  and  Tvieus  •jNurtmaitai 
ibr  fldkohn.  The  whole  of  the  boikltiigs  are  of  snail  eievmliM, 
(as  waa  nidfonnly  the  caae  with  aatieat  collegiate  atracturea J  and 
«re  an«i%^  with  mach  aimplicity.  The  anna  of  Rotberham,  and 
the  rebus  of  Beckington's  name,  (a  beacon  and  a  tnn !}  aie  obaer* 
4Afaie  on  aeveral  ^la  of  the  walk. 

'  The  aoathconrty  or  smaller  quadfangle,  ia,  iikewiae,  plain  and 
low,  bat  the  ntot  Gothic  &ce  of  the  chapel,  aurmounled  by  an 
fenibattled  parapet,  imparts,  interest  to  this  portion  of  the  building, 
Tke  aouth  court  was  coastmcled  about  tbe  year  1612,  and  a  part 
of  tbe'expeuae  was  borne  by  Sir  Thomas  Rotherham,  who  is  said 
fa' have  presented  a  sum  on  this  occasion  to  atone  for  a  miaappli> 
«ation  of  the  college  purse,  while  he  was  fellow  and  bursar,  in  lbs 
ifign  of  Blinabeth.  Six  additional  sets  of  rooms  were  beilt  by 
the  society,  in  1759. 

The  CKmpel  was  ereeted  by  Archbishop  Williams,*  and  was 
eooseetaled  io  1631,  by  Dr.  Corbet,  Bishop  of  Oxford,  so  iraM 
taown  as  a  man  of  genuine  humour  and  an  agreeable  poet.  This 
edifice  is  62  feet  long,  hy  26  in  breadth.  The  exterior,  is  a  pleas* 
fng  instance  of  the  pei^iar  adaptation  of  the  Gothic  style  to  places 
of  religions  service,  and  the  internal  parts  are  highly  decoraled, 
but  generally  interesting.  The  ceiling  is  richly  ornamented  with 
the  arms  of  tlie  founder,  and  those  of  benefactors;  with  manj 
interspersed  devices ;  the  screen  is  of  cedar,  curiouaty  canred. 
The  windows  are  filled  with  paioted  glass,  procur^  from  Italy  by 
Archbishop  Williaqis.  The  •compartment  over  the  altar;  on  the 
east,  contains  the  types  and  antitypes  of  the  era  of  redemptinn: 
the  others  consist  of  portraitores  of  the  apostles  and  various 
prophets. 

The  Hall,  situate  on  the  east  side  of  the  first  quadrangle,  was 
huilt  by  Dean  Forest,  in  1636,  but  the  interior  was  repaired,  and 
arranged  as  it  now  appeara^  by  Lord  Crew,.  Bishop  of  Durhaoi, 
in  tbe  year  I7Q1.  This  room  has  an  unomameated  roof,  of  a  i 

cin 
\  While  BiUio|i  of  IJncoJa. 


.'OXIOBMHIU.  Ml 

ion.    The  sides  are  of  watoseoty  and  are  emM- 
Ittkd  with  the  anna  of  benefactors. 

When  Archbishop  Rotheeham  founded  the  library^  ou  the  north 
aide  of  the  larger  qaadmngle,  he  did  not  omit  to  endow  his  Ibnn* 
daiion  with  such  books  as  the  risin^i;  spirit  of  the  age  produced, 
aad  nany  Taluabie  additions  were  made  at  perioda  briefly  subse- 
qaent;  bat,  duriog  the  lanatical  war>  the  greater  part  of  this 
coUectkm  was  destroyed,  and  the  library  was  converted,  in  1656, 
into  chambers.  Sir  Nathaniel  lioyd,  who  had  been  edacated  in 
the  college,  contributed,  in  1739,  the  sum  of  500L  to  the  restora- 
tion of  the  library,  and  the  room  was  consequently  watascotted, 
aad  duly  prepared  for  the  reception  of  books.  The  collection  has 
nnce  found  many  benefactors,  and  has  been  niach  enriched  by 
some  Greek  and  Latin  manuscripts,  presented  by  Sir  Greorga 
Wbder.  Portraits  of  the  founders,  of  Lord  Crew,  and  of  Sir 
Nathaniel  Lloyd,  are  preserred  in  this  library.         ' 

lincoln  College  has  not  produced  many  prelates;  hot  several  of 
the  rectora  shewed  respect  for  the  founder's  wish,  by  proving  able 
delinidera  of  the  ancient  mode  of  worship  in  the  days  of  its  great* 
cat  danger.  The  following  are  some  of  the  penons,  eminent  in 
various  departments,  who  are  daimed  by  this  house:  Robert 
Flenuaing,  a  relation  of  the  founder,  and  Dean  of  Lincoln.  He 
vaa  anther  of  an  elegant  Latin  poem,  intituled  "  iMcubratumes 
Tilmrthiae"  and  left  in  MS.  a  Greek  and  Latin  dictionary,  since 
loat  Edward  Weston,  an  acute  disputant  on  the  side  of  the  Ro« 
■saists;  Richard  Brett,  one  of  the  tranalatore  of  the  BtUe;  Ar^ 
thar  Hoptom  an  able  mathematician.  Sir  William  D'Avenant, 
PoQi-LaBreate;  a  writer  whose  genius,  though,  perhaps,  not  ori- 
giaally  of  the  firat  class,  was  much  oppressed  by  the  temper  of 
the  ages  in  which  he  lived.  Sir  William  was  the  son  of  J.  D'Ave- 
aaaty*  a  vintner,  who  kept  an  inn  called  The  Crown,  near  Car- 
faa  Chareh,  Oxford.  The  fother  was  an  ardent  admirer  of  plays, 
ttdwas  particalarly  attached  to  Shakspeare,  who  often  rested  at 
Vou  XIL  M  th# 

'  *Xhe  sameoT  J.  D'Avenant  occnn  as  Mayor  of  Oxford,  in  16^1.    Tht 
iUarbratbcr  of  tha  poet  waa  a  D.  D.  and  a  Fellow  of  St.  Jobii*t  College. 
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the  Crowtt  tbiriof  iii«  jomveyB  between  LondMimi fitnllbid. 
Sir  William's  mother  is  tradttiooaUy  recordsd  to  iiaine  keeo  « 
voman  of  great  wit  and  beaoty.  It  ia  fiertaia  tlwt  a  doae  fa- 
mily intimacy  pifc vailed,  and  it  haa  eren  been  iwiimatad  that 
Sbakspeare  had  more  right  than  the  landlord  of  the  Crawn  to 
claim  filial  reverence  from  the  fotere  laureate.  Sir  Wit)iafli  died 
in  St  Clement  Danea,  London,  hot  was  huned  ia  WoatiBiaatar 
Abbey,  with  a  poetical  epitaph^  more  qoatnt  than  aay  iiaofl  which 
ever  fell  from  his  own  pen.  On  his  gravenstRme  is  nooir  inachbcd 
a  puerile  imitation  of  the  sentence  placed  beneath  Ben  Jooaon^ 

bust : "  O  rare  Sir  WiUiam  D'Aveeant  V'r^^^lh.  Sandenoo, 

one  of  the  meet  able,  yet  modest  casuists  of  bin  eim,  ^nd  Ardk 
bishop  Potter,  were  both  felbwa  of  Lineoia.  Haw  uoataUe  w 
.the  grouud  on  which  man  rears  his  caicnlations !  Flemaiing 
founded  this  oollege  for  the  purpose  of  laiaing  a  sociefy  to 
oppose  all  the  innovations  on  aaoient  church;  yet  tliia  foiy 
structure  has  witnessed  the  studies  of  James  Hervey,  the  aatbor 
of  Theion  and  Aspasip^  and  of  John  Wesley,  the  celebialed 
sectarian* 

The  society  now  oonsiets  of  a  reotor,  twelve  fellow^^  cigbt 
scholars,  tliirteeu  exlubi1ioae»,  and  a  bihle  derk. 
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takes  a  high  place  among  the  noblest  institatioaa,  and.  ijam  wmA 
inleresUug  Inutdings,  of  the  Univeaity.  Thin  ooUcga  waa 
founded  by  William  of  Waynfieet,  Bishop  of  Wineheater,  who 
was  the  eldest  son  of  Richard  PaHen,  of  Waynfleet»  in  Lineob* 
shire.  The  hisbof  was  educated  in  Winoheater  achool>  and  wan 
afterwards  resM^ired  to  Oxfords  At  aa  eerl)r  age  be  Was  appeiAtod 
schoolmaster  of  Winchester,  where  he  evinced  bis  ardoat  lore 
of  letters,  by  tsrmiog  a  library  on  a  mach  more  exlemyva  aoato 
tbitn  was  usual  at  the  era.  He  was  subsequently  cJiobhi  by 
King  Uenry  YL  tp  superint^Qd  the  icbopl  Cefindei  by  that  mo- 

ainek 


^ftl  VtiM,  and  ims  moo  appointed  proToftl*  On  the  'deatli 
ofCtidin^BetiilbTtlM^Mift  promoted  lo  the  see' of  Winchester, 
tad  the  king  himself  honoured  him  by  being  present  at  his  en^ 
ttaMeneol.  WajraAeetiPas  unm  employed  in  rnsny  transacdona 
ofgraitpolitmd  importBOcey  in  all  iHbieh  he  proved  himself  al 
aa^  able  coia^llor.  In  '14d6,  be  was  appointed  Lord 
whiett  Ugh  elBee  lie  ilied  t>tl  JaVf  1460;  when  it 
WM  kmd  cxp«dl€it  hr  him  f»  resign,  thoagfi  he  stiU  retained^ 
the  ssniihiueB  of  Memy,  an^  Waa  in  attendance  on  that  unfbrta* 
Mifouinjh  at  NorthflNiptMi  onfy  a  fi^w  dltys  before  the  defeat 
•f  tiie  laa<aslria»  army .  AHerthiS' fetal  event  he  retired  from 
politiial  iatarfegcncc,  and  ti¥ed>,  reapeeted  even  by  those  to  whcaa 
ha  had  been  faiaiical  *;  till  Ihe  year  1486.  He  was  interred  in  m 
■wgaiilr  I  at  cliapel'  mhkh  farms  a  part  of  Winehester  cathedral; 
sad  bis  ptaea  «f  intemefnt  is  preserved  in  roverentiaV  order  by 
the  aKtaleival  tile  societf  which  he  founded. 

Wlwa  BialMf  Waiyiilfeat  fiM  projected  a  benefaction  to  th« 
Vaiatntly  ^Cf>iski^  hia  inewa  were  on  a  comparatively  limited 
Made.  He  obtained,  in  1448,  a  licence  W  bnild  a  hall  far  stu- 
dealB^  wili  a»  ssMK^adl  refienoe  of  l(M.  per  annum.  This  hall 
ha  daditated  to  8i.  Wary  Magdako,  and  settled  in  it  a  pre- 
sidaat,  thhrtaen  master  fiMima,  and  seven  bachelor  feHows,  op 
Rut  he  shortly  enlarged  his  scheme,  and  gained  per- 
tlle  king-  to  oowert  the  whole  bniidiags  and  pre* 
aasesy  heloBfing  la  an  hospital  dsdieated  to  St.  John,  into  a  coU 
le|fe.  Aeooidiiigljr,  in  t4^  the  hoapitsllera  surrendered  their 
Mding,  with  all  its  WtmMe  posseasions,  into  the  hands  of  thf 
paesident  and  scholara  of  Magdalen  Hall,  on  condition  of  re- 
ceiving maintenance  for  life.  On  June  the  l^,  1458,  Bishop 
Waynfleet  placed  ia  bia  new  college  a  president  and  six  fellows  ; 

M  2  and, 

*  Edward  TV.  issued  a  ipecial  pardon  in  his  f^roiir,  and  Tisited,  -without 
loticitation,  his  new  college.  The  king,  on  this  occasion,  entered  Oxford 
from  Woodttodc,  after  lonser,  and  was  condocted  by  torch-light  to  Magdalen 
Colitg^,  wbare  be  was  met  fai  proesMkm  by  thm  foandtr,  the  president,  and 
«iWf  aembtri  of  dw  lociet^. 
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mi,  two  days  fiUft,  the  pi^dent  and  aebolan  of  Magddet 
Hall  sorreiidered  their  liooae  to  the  College,  end  joieed  the  to* 
<fcty. 

The  IbiiBdatioB^aUme  of  the  new  bnildinga  was  laid  in  May, 
1473;  and  much  the  greater  portion  was  completed  before  the 
fonnder's  decease.  Wiiiiam  Orchyarde  was  the  chief  architeet 
employed;  hot  Waynfleet  was,  himself,  qualified  to  snperinlead 
the  whole,  as  he  had  filled  the  office  of  overseer  of  the  ImildiDgi 
at  Windsor.  In  1479,  the  founder  presented  a  body  of  statatet, 
by  which  the  College  is  directed  to  be  called  Seinie  Mmk 
MaugdaicHe  Colledge,  to  the  honour,  and  praise  of  Christ  cnh 
ci$ed,  the  blessed  Virgin  his  Mother,  St  Mary  Magdalene,  and 
yarioQs  apostles  and  saints,  the  chief  of  whom  are  patrons  of  the 
cathedral  of  Winchester.  The  society  is  made  to  consist  of  Ibrty 
follows*,  thirty  scholars^  or  demies,  four  chaplains,  eight  deikt, 
and  sixteen  choristers.  The  fellows  are  to  study  divinity,  nwdi* 
cine,  and  the  canon  law ;  the  demies  are  desired  to  be  convenaat 
in  grammar,  logic,  sophistry,  and  *'  that  species  of  mnsic  called 
plain  song,  or  chauniing.'* 

Among  the  chief  benefactorB  occur  the  following  persons  :— 
Sir  Jolin  FsHtolff,  one  of  the  bravest  generals  engaged  in  the 
French  wars  under  the  fourth,  fifth,  and  sixth  Henrys.  Sir  John 
was  in  the  habit  of  intimate  friendship  with  Waynfleet,  and  ap- 
pointed that  bishop  one  of  his  executors  f.  William,  Earl  of 
Arundel,  who  gave  to  the  society  the  hospital  of  St  John  and 
St.  James,  in  Northamptonshire.  Ralph  Freman,  Esq.  who  be- 
queathed Freman's  Court,  near  the  Royal  Exchange,  London,  and 

John 

*  Twoof  ihese  fellowships  were  fuonded  by  John  Ingledew,  chaplain  t« 
Waynfleet,  and  one  by  John  Forman,  vicar  of  Hasten,  in  Yorkshire. 

t  It  is  now  generally  believed  that  Shakspeare  did  not  intend  to  alliidc 
to  this  eimncnt  man  in  his  inimitable  comic  character  of  somewhat  similar 
a  name  ;  bui  it  is  curious  that  a  hostel,  called  the  Boar's  Head,  in  SMiUtfari. 
formed  a  part  of  Sir  John  FastolfiTs  beneiaction  to  this  college.  The  Boar'a 
Htad  ill  Eastclu€»ii,  it  will  be  racoUacted,  waa  one  of  th«  fafooritc  rtiorta  •( 
Sbak«pcarc*t  Wanton  Koight. 


oxFORDsanx.  Itf 

Jolm  Norris,  Esq.  LL.  D.  who  l«ll  dO0l.  for  the  ftdvaaeement  of 
anew  building  to  be  hereafter  noticed.  In  eonaeqnence  of  th* 
tuple  eslatee  bestowed  by  the  founder^  and  the  variona  ben^M>- 
tiaaa  whieh  vecoiidod  his  efibrta,  the  institntioa  sooH'  became  ae 
opdent  tbH  its  revennea  were  valued^  in  1535^  at  10701. 6a.  24 

Thia  fine  college  ia  aitaate  ai  the  eaatern  extremity  of  the 
eity«  OB  the  bolder  of  the  riTor  Cherwelt.  The  chief  part  of  tho 
eileiinVe  baildinga  waa  perfected  during  the  life  of  the  fooitder, 
tad  mider  hia  immediate  inspection.  What  remained  incompleta 
of  hb  original  plan  was  ably  and  ^ithfally  perfomod  ai  perioda 
claaaiy  bordering  on  the  era  of  hia  demise.  Noble  aagmenta* 
tiona  have  ainoe  been  made>  and  still  ftirther  improvementa  aro 
[Rojocted. 

The  aide  towards  the  High  Street  ia  ornamented  by  a  lofty 
tower  of  beantifol  proportiona,  with  an  open  parapet  at  the  top, 
larBMNioted  by  eight  jagged  pinnacles^.    The  chief  ^entrance  to 
the  college  ja  on  the  western  side,  through  a  modem  portal, 
which  is,  in  itself,  heavy,  and  possesses  little  claim  to  beauty ; 
but  ia  particularly  liable  to  objection  on  account  of  ita  inappro- 
priate style  of  ibrmiation.    This  portal  is  of  the  Doric  order,  and 
it  leada  to  courta  Gothic  on  every  front,  and  through  every  cloi8<- 
ter !    The  firat  court  is  small,  and  was  chiefly  designed  to  form 
a  suitable  approach  to  the  more  important  parta  of  the  edifice. 
In  front  ia  the  aaeient  entrance  (now  disused)  to  the  gieat  qoa-> 
dmgle.    This  gateway  is  worked  under  an  august  Gotbie  tower, 
enriebed  with  atatoes  of  King  Henry  III.  of  the  founder,  of  St 
John  the  Baptiat  and  St.  Mary  Magdalen,  each  placed  beneath  a 
tanopy  of  delicate  construction.    Above  the  ^te  is  the  foun* 

M3  dor's 

*  ThU  fine  towtr  is  siippo»ed  to  have  formed  a  part  of  tho  original  de* 
•i|n,  but  was  not  commenced  till  1499,  and  was  not  finished  till  six  jean 
ifterwards.  It  has  been  asserted  that  Cardinal  Wolsey,  white  bursar  of  the 
collefe,  drew  the  plan  of  the  towtr,  and  even  employed  tlie  college  money^ 
vitlMet  doe  warranty,  in  aid  of  its  completion*    Bot  this  story  it  <|tutt   iiassp^ 
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tkfn  dMunher*  ligfated  by  *  lofty  «riel  vhich  mo 
stmgm  •f iGMik  wiadovs. 

On  die  rigjid  id  the  west  entrance  to  IIm  <lMpe)»  mbtmititak 
Sf9om»u  of  fiotbie  ttPeUteotur^  itti  adorned  vilh  im  mmH 
Agunn  in  cuoofiied  tiicfae9»  the  vliefe  of  whkab  nre  ndainMf 
executed  for  the  period.  One  of  these  represents  the  founder,  ia 
•  kneeling  pentnre.  The  othew  are  inlended  te  WiltiaB  of 
Wykeham;  King  Henry  lil.  (vho  wan  a  patron  «f  44n  fcasfHtai 
oonycffted  into  this  oill^«e;}  St.  Mary  Hacrialon  andtt.A»^  Hm 
BaptMt 

,  On  the  left  haad  of  ibe  com*  are  Uib  preaident^a  iodgiagpa, 
irhieh  were  originally  baill  in  \4B&,  hut  ha^  heen  aUtiod  \ 
Ike  last  half  «entitry«  In  a  comer  of  the  ophite  aide  u  a  ] 
but  handsome  stone  pnlpit,  now  somewhat  decayed,  from  \ 
an  aiiaoal  sermou  waa  foraerly  preached  on  the  day  dedirated  to 
St.  John  the  Baptist.  On  this  occasMa  green  hongka  were  dia* 
Irihited  in  every  part  of  the  eoaii,  in  remembrance  of  Si.  Mia'o 
preaching  in  the  Wildemesa.  This  awwal  sermon  is  now  doliyeMd 
in  the  ebapel. 

The  great  quadrangle,  which  ia  entered  ihroagh  tliia  aovr^  ia 
oompoaed  of  the  chapel,  the  ImU,  the  library,  *  part  of  Iha  pfMa« 
denf  a  lodginga,  and  chambers  far  the  ieUowa  and  damieiL  An 
nir  of  Tenerable  grandeur  pervades  the  whole.  A  fine  cloiator 
runs  to  the  esUent  ol  each  side,  the  raof  of  whioh  m  of  rtbhod 
oak,  and  no  innovating  hand  has  pieonmed  to  iiynra  Ihe  aadate» 
though  magnificent,  character  cf  the  aaironndtog  bnilditiga.  Tho 
whole  of  thia  quadrangle  was  arranged  by  tba  tender,  with  tho 
two  following  eKceptiona  :— the  doiater  on  the  sotttii  wan  earn* 
pleted,  after  his  demise,  in  1490;  and,  in  tiie  year  ldQ9,  m 
eeries  of  large  hieroglyphic  figures  of  sculptured  stone  waa 
placed,  at  regular  distances,  on  each  interior  part  of  the  court 
These  figures  were  originally  coloured,  and  have  caused  many 
oonjectnrea  among  the  curious.  The  majority  of  enquirers  havo 
been  contented  to  suppose  that  they  were  merely  the  oApring 
of  Mcb  a  fimtaatical  taste  aa  often  led  Gothic  arehiteota  and  do^ 
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mfkn  !•  Uoor  &i  deUifbtiug  through  the  mediuin  of  astookh- 

■nt;  but  WiUiam  Reek»»  a  fellow  of  the  eoHego  at  the  btttei 

putof  thentb  ceoUry,  hafl  eKd^avourod  to  prove  that  these 

■filieal  figares  were  really  meaal  to  incnlcate  very  superior  les-s 

•Mi  of  schelaatic  ^eipline.      The  ^Duscript  is  pretierved  m 

Magdafeo  Lihfary,  and  as  a  traucript  will,  at  any  rate,  convey  a 

geoenl  aotioa  of  these  etirious  pieces  of  sculptare,  we  venture 

m  inbodasiiig  iU^-*''  Begiittiag.  from  the  south-west  corner  tha 

tva  ittt  figures  we  meet  with  are  the  Xton  and  the  Pelican^ 

The  /brmer  of  these  is  the  emblem  of  Courage  and  Vigilance, 

Ife  btter  oipanmial  Tendetfiei$  and  4f€ct%im.    Both  of  them 

lifiliRr  express  t«  ns  the  eomplete  character  of  a  good  governor 

if  a  eoUege.     Accotdingly  they  are  placed  under  the  window 

ttf  those  lodgings  wbieh  origiAally  belonged  to  the  president^  aa 

fte  mabvctioas  they  cenvey  aught  particularly  to  regulate  his 

eoodttct 

**  GeiDg  Ml  the  right  hand,  oa  the  other  side  of  the  gateway. 
He  Awf  iigarcs,  via.  the  SekoobnOBitr,  the  Ltmper,  the  Phy* 
Mm,  and  the  Divine.  These  are  raaged  along  the  outside  of 
the  lihrary,  aad  represeit  tlie  duties  and  business  of  the  students 
of  the  beaac.  By  means  of  lenmiiig  in  general  they  are  to  be 
Satfedueed  to  eue  of  the  thfee  learned  profesMons ;  or  else,  aa 
Ualed  to  as  by  the  figure  with  Cap  and  BelU  in  the  comer,  they 
MMi  tarn  c^/oois  ia  the  end. 

^  We  mm  seme  to  flie  north  side  of  the  ^drangle;  and  here 
tbt  thiee  finrt  figwes  represent  the  history  of  David,  his  con^ 
^pmiover  tlM  Lium  and  Chlimtk;  from  whence  we  are  taught  not 
te  be  duieunimgsd  at  any  dtfteaUies  that  may  stand  in  our  way, 
M  the  Tigwv  of  yoeth  will  eonly  enaUe  ns  to  sunMmut  them, 
Tie  oext  figofe  te  these  is  tb»t  of  tho  hippopatamos,  or  rtver« 
Jm$e,  earrying  his  yonuf^  one  open  his  shoulders.  This  is  the^ 
eadilem  of  a  good  tutor^  or  fellow  of  a  college,  who  is  set  te 
watob  over  the  yeuth  of  the  society,  and  by  whose  prudence  they 
are  to  be  led  through  the  dangers  of  their  first  entrance  into  the 
weiM,    The  figure  immediately  ibUowiiig  represents  Sobritij^, 
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or  Temperance,  that  roost  necessary  virtue  of  a  collegiate  hk^ 
The  whole  remaining  train  of  figures  are  the  vices  which  we  ar# 
instructed  to  avoid.  Those  next  to  temperance  are  the  opposite 
rices  of  Gluttony  and  Drunkenness.  Then  follow  the  Lueea^ 
thropos,  the  Hyaena,  and  Panther,  representing  Violence,  Framd, 
and  Treachery ;  the  Griffin  representing  Covetousness,  and  the 
nejct  figure  Anger,  or  Morosencss,  The  Dog,  the  Dragon,  the 
Deer,  Flattery,  Envy,  and  Timidity:  and  the  three  last  the 
Mantichora,  the  Boxers,  and  the  Lamia,  Pride,  Contention, 
and  Lust,*' 

The  court  of  entrance,  and  the  larger  quadrangle  with  its  ap* 
pendant  buildings,  comprehend  nearly  the  whole  of  the  siroctore 
designed  by  the  founder.  But,  shortly  after  the  erection  of  the 
tower,  a  range  of  chambers  was  constructed  under  the  denoniB^ 
tion  of  the  Chaplain's  Court,  aod  some  additional  rooms  were 
built,  towards  the  east,  in  1635. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  last  century  a  plan  was  forsMd  to 
build  a  new  quadrangle,  and  to  take  down  three  sides  of  tiie 
venerable  court  raised  by  Bishop  Waynfleet  The  design  of  the 
new  building  was  prepared  by  Edward  Holdsworth,  M.  A.  To- 
wards this  intended  alteration  the  members  contributed  very, 
liberally ;  and,  in  1733,  the  Ibundation  of  one  side  of  the  new 
quadrangle  was  laid.  This  entire  range  is  finished,  but  not  any 
of  the  remaining  parts  have  been  commenced.  A  boilding  fnnd» 
however,  has  been  long  accumulating ;  and  it  seems  probable  that 
a  society  so  affluent  in  itself,  and  so  honourably  connected,  will, 
at  length,  be  enabled  to  carry  its  wishes  into  execution.  When 
that  day  shall  arrive  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  correctness  of  taste 
(if  any  other  stimulative  be  wanting  ihpr*  i^zX  of  respect  for  the 
founder)  will  restrain  the  members  of .  ..^dalen  from  demolishing 
any  more  of  the  ancient  edifice  than  imperative  circumstances  may 
render  unavoidable. 

lliat  part  of  the  intended  quadrangle  which  is  already  finish- 
ed consists  of  chambers  for  students,  and  is  three  hundred 
feet  in  length.    The  triumph  of  modern  elegance  over  apcieal 
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i  ti  need  is  cooflpicnou  in  the  arrangemeut  of  the  in? 
terkr.  The  eleratioQ  oontaiiis  three  series  of  rooms,  all  equally 
cspoMMy  lofty,  and  convenieDt.  The  outside  is  plain,  butt 
bandfooie  and  substantial,  irith  as  arcade  to  the  whole  length,  the 
roof  of  which  is  ornamented  with  stucco  work. 

The  Chapel  is  a  beautiful  Gothic  structure,  divided,  as  waa 
caMomary,  into  two  parts.  The  roof  of  the  ante-cliapel  is  sup- 
ported by  two  fine  Gothic  columns ;  atod  this  portion  of  the  build-* 
lag  contains  numerous  monuments  of  persons  connected  with  thor 
college.  Among  these  i»  one  to  the  memory  of  two  sons  of  Sir 
TboBts  Lyttelton,  who  were  drowned  in  the  river  Cherwelly 
vhile  endeaTouring  to  save  each  other.  Their  melancholy  fate» 
crested  a  general  sympathy,  and  was  poetically  lamented  by^ 
Cowley. 

The  inner  cha|>el  still  retains  much  of  its  origin^J  sublimity  of 
Gothic  character,  and  is,  on  the  whole,  highly  fiuished  aqd  pecu- 
lisriy  elegant ;  but  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  in  many  late  alterationa 
Grecian  ornaments  have  been  proftisely  adopted.  The  body  is  light* 
ed  by  ten  windows,  painted  with  apostolical  figures,  in  claro  obscure. 
The  west  window  contains  Uie  Last  Judgment,  after  a  design  by 
Christopher  Schwarts.  This  window  was  much  damaged  by  the 
bighwind  in  1703,  but  was  admirably  restored  by  Eggintou,  a  few 
years  hacL  There  are,  likewise,  eight  very  fine  windows  in  the 
iBte-chapel,  executed  from  designs  of  Egginton.  These  are 
fiUed  with  varions  figures  of  saints,  and  of  illustrious  persons  con- 
nected with  the  college,  except  two  compartments,  which  contain 
the  Baptism  of  Christ,  and  the  Adoration  at  the  Sepulchre.  The 
whole  are  executed  with  great  taste  and  spirit. 

The  altar  was  coostmcted  early  in  the  last  century,  and  cor« 
responds  with  other  modem  parts  of  the  chapel  in  possessing 
f'sibellisbments  of  the  Corinthian  order.  The  altar-piece  was 
painted  by  Fuller,  and  represents  the  Last  Judgment.  In  this 
piece  Fuller  professedly  attempted  to  imitate  the  manner  of 
Michael  Angclo ;  but,  like  most  imitators,  he  has  caught  chiefly 
tiie  defects  of  hi»  prototype,  and  presented  few  of  his  beauties* 
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Tbe  ffdtei  sra  repolsively  oobim,  airf  »  gM««l  iiftiduHii  fii^ 
tiftdes  th«  picture  **  The  denerite  of  Follef  ire  teodeied  «ife 
ilrikiog  by  a  comparison  with  tbe  beaotieaofapaifttiof  flaetd 
immediately  beneath ;  this  »  a  represenlatieii  of  oor  Safkvr 
bearing  his  Cross,  aoppotid  to  be  the  produotioii  of  Bf onJsi^ 
ityled  El  Dhhio,  a  Spanish  artist  of  the  16th  ceattfy.  The 
figure  of  Christ  is  finOi  and  the  eolouring  exqtdeit^dy  faaRDeniim. 
Tbe  eharacter  of  Ms  pictare  is  well  kaowa  by  the  eagraviag 
SMide  from  it  by  Skerwin. 

The  eereen  and  paaaelling  of  the  eh<^  an  enrlehed  vith 
Grecian  ornaments,  and  were  pat  up  in  1740;  hot  the  new  foof  ie 
ef  Gothic  ehsracter,  and  was  desigaed  by  Wyatt  An  exeelieat 
organ  has  been  presented  by  Mr.  F^eman,  In  the  place  of  thai  be^ 
lore  mentioned  to  iiave  been  removed  by  order  of  Oliver  Cruw<wiiy, 
and  ch<nr  service  is  regularly  performed. 

The  Library  is  a  low  but  extensive  feeia,  and  baa  heen  ee»» 
Merably  improved  by  tbe  liberality  of  Dr.  Warner,  Bisbop  of  il»- 
Chester.  A  portrait  of  that  bisbop,  and  one  of  the  ibondar,  are 
preserved  in  this  apartment. 

The  outside  of  tht  HM  ie  by  ae  meana  so  cMwpioneaa  fer^ 
beauty  as  many  ether  parts  of  tbe  original  baifaKags.;  bat  tbe  ki- 
lerior  is  spocioae,  weH-prepertietted,  aad  elegant.  The  wain* 
aeotting  is  carved  in  a  curieus  and  fanciful  maiiner,  and  the  foon 
also  contains  a  carving  of  King  Henry  YIIL  The  roaf  ia  of 
modem  Gothic,  constructed  under  the  direction  of  Wyalt.  Many 
portraits  emaroent  tbe  walla,  and  the  callection  is  enriched  by  a 
email  whole  length  painting  el  St.  Mary  Magdalen.  Thia  piesa 
has  been  by  some  attributed  to  Gaereiao ;  liic  eicpresstoi*^  of  tbe 
fignre  is  irresistibly  attractive. 

Magdalen  Coti^e  is  required  by  its  statutes  to  entertain  the 
kings  of  England,  and  their  eldest  sons,  whenever  they  viail  Ox« 
Ibrd;  in  consequence  of  which  flattering  duty  tbe  hall  has  been 

honoared 

*  This  »htr- piece  gains  an  interpst  from  ilie  poetical  description  of  it  by 
Addison.     Ht»  poem  is  iiitituled  ".Refwrrcetio  itlfnttUamd  ailart  CalL  M^g, 
l"  snd  was  traniUted  by  Amburst^  (aathor  of  Tcriae  Filius)  in  17  IB. 


* 

iff  the  ftmmte  of  Maay  #f  the  nMt  uMterMtinf  fier- 
I  coMMPCitcdl  witli  our  natwrnal  aanals.  The  Ti«ii  ^  fidwttd 
iV.  hM  hetm  already  Mlioed.  In  1483,  the  leuider  agaia  m* 
cMed,  in  fonM,  a  vc^g^  ^ooat.  La  tbe  amimer  «f  4bat  j«f$ 
BkharA  UI.  eatera^  the  «ity  in  gresA  poaip/  aad  waa  io4ge4 
«lk  kia  *raio  af  iiaUea»  in  M/i^alea  College.  Oa  thia  acoa^ 
aai«»  after  faeaiiiig  ^diapntaUaaa  m  the  halU  Richard  fave  tha 
pwaidcrt  aad  fwttef  e  i«a  hacka,  aad  five  taarkB  far  viae.  Priaoe 
Artkar  waa  twice  eMtertaiaed  at  Magdalea;  aad  Henry,  iVisce  cf 
Walaa,  mm  adoMlted  en  howtwy  aieiaber  ef  the  oaUeg^  wfae* 
hia  aajral  father,  JaaKs  I.  visited  the  Univecaity.  Dadfig  the 
•ray  of  tlie  Pariiameiit,  Magdalen  Uall  waa  campeUao  to  re- 
ctivegiieata.of  adifereatdeacription:  Croinweli»  with  the  chief 
aficow  of  his  army,  was,  is  1649,  aooiptaoaaly  entertained  here  ; 
and  ao  apoitiae  waa  their  hafaour  eir  the  oecaaioa,  that,  after 
dinner,  they  ^yed  at  bewla  an  the  Cotlegte  Green. 

Altaehed  to  thia  eaUege  are  pleaaare^gffonada  of  the  moat 
iaritaig  .daacrifiMn.  These  have  heen  arranged  at  differeBt 
poiada,  and  coaaequeatly  evinoe  great  varietiea  ia  taate.  A(k 
pmuaiating  to  the  new  baildinga  ia  adiriaion  tanned  the  Grove^ 
whkk  ia  a  fine  tract,  wdl  atorad  with  yenemUe  elma,  and  stocked 
aith  deer.  The  ahady  recessea  aad  f^eaaiag  half-repose  of  thia 
scene  are  well  adapted  to  atady  aad  medttatioa.  Roand  an  ad* 
jaoent  meadow,  on  the  banks  of  the  river  Cherweli,  are  con« 
strneted  long  and  devious  promenades,  termed  the  Water- walks. 
Throngh  the  nmbrageoua  fence  ^hich  ornaments  these  walks  on 
eAet  aide  are  canght  occasional  views  of  the  surrounding  coun- 
tiy;  aad  the  whale  aeema  to  speak  of  academical  quiet  and  ele« 
gant  ease.  Both  the  Grove  and  the  Water«walk  are  believed  to 
have  been  first  formed  in  the  reign  of  Elizabeth  ;*  and,  probably, 
some  hinta  were  taken  from  the  Utopia  of  8ir  Thomas  More. 

We 

*  Tbe  ancient  oak  appertaining  to  Magdalen  College  was  long  an  object 
•r  huereat  and  curiosity.  This  tree  stood  at  the  entMnce  of  the  water* 
vaiki,  and  waa  known  to  be  nearly  600  jebrs  old.    Iti  height  was  seventy* 
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We  are  only  enabled  to  mention  a  few  of  the  distingnisfaed  per- 
sons connected  with  this  house ;  but  it  has  been  fertile,  in  nearly 
every  aije,  of  men  of  illustrious  character.  The  fbllowing'  brief 
list  of  names  will  tend  to  prove  the  correctness  of  spcli  an  asser- 
tion :  The  two  cardinals,  Wolsey  and  Pole ;  the  latter  entered 
as  a  nobleman^  and  studied  under  Linacre  and  Latim^;  D^n 
Colet ;  Sir  Thomas  Rowc^  tike  celebrated  ambassador ;  Hamp- 
den, llie  patriot ;  Heylin^  the  ecclesiastical  historian ;  Withers, 
the  poet  J  Addison,  This  elegant  writer  entered  of  Queen's 
College  at  the  early  age.  of  fifteen,  but  was  elected  a  *demy  of 
Magdalen  two  years  afterwards.  He  wrote  his  Cato  while  a 
scholar  here.  Collins,  whose  Ode  to  the  Passions  wHI  oniweigb 
in  sterling  merit  many  a  hundred  volumes  of  contemporary  poetry; 
Gibbon,  whose  eccentricity  led  him  to  ridicule  a  manner  of  MSb 
which  his  genius  was  well  calculated  to  enjoy.  Boulter,  Arch- 
bishop of  Armagh,  and  Hough,  Bi:)hop  of  Worcester. 

We  have  already  noticed  the  temperate,  but  steady,  couragf 
with  which  this  college  resisted  the  arbitrary  attempts  of  James 
11.  Its  conduct  on  this  occasion  must  ever  be  remembered  with 
honour  in  the  annals  of  the  country  at  large. 

The  society  consists  of  a  president,  forty  fellows,  thirty  deni(B9» 
a  divinity  lecturer,  four  chaplains,  eight  clerks,  and  aixtees  eho- 
rifitcrs.     No  commoners  are  admitted  in  this  college. 


MERTON  COLLEGE 

is  the  most  ancient  incorporated  establishment  in  tlie  Univer- 
sity. The  man  who  had  the  honour  of  instituting  so  noble  a 
precedent  was  Walter  de  Merton,  Bishop  of  Rochester,  and 
Chancellor  of  England  in  the  reign  of  Henry  III.     He  was  the 


•ne  fret ;  iti  jirih  twenty-one  feci  ,*  and  its  cubic  contents  754  feet.  Thii 
ninjtstic  trc«.>  fell,  tlirougb  decay,  in  the  year  1789.  A  chair  made  from  itt 
«uod  hut  beiMi  placed  ih  the  president's  lodgings. 


m  of  Wini«m  de  Merton^  Archdeacon  of  Berks^  from  whom  he 
iaberited  ooosiderahle  property.  Few  particulars  of  his  personal 
history  catt  now  be  ascertained ;  hut  it  appears  that  he  was  a  firm 
adherent  to  the  interests  of  the  court  during  the  long  contest 
between  the  sovereign  and  the  barons,  and  was  accordingly  re- 
garded with  especial  favour  by  his  royal  master.  His  death  was 
•ecasiened  by  a  fall  from  his  horse,  while  attempting  to  ford  a 
jrifer  in  his  diocese,  on  tiie  27th  of  October,  1277,  and  he  waa 
intened  in  Rochester  cathedral.* 

.  The  Ibnndation  charter,  of  Merton  College  is  dated  January  7, 
1264y  and  the  establishment  is  therein  termed  Domus  Schoia-- 
rkum  de  Merton.  f  Nearly  at  the  same  time  the  buildings  of  the 
new  inatitation  were  commenced.  A  second  charter  was  after- 
warda  obtained ;  and  a  third  in  1274,  at  which  time  the  plan  of 
De  Merton  waa  matured ;  but  the  first  officers  of  the  college  were 
aot  appointed  till  two  years  afterwards.  It  appears,  from  the 
statotes,  that  the  number  of  scholars  was  to  fluctuate  with  the 
state  of  the  collegiate  resources;  the  prescribed  stipend  of  each 
was  fifty  shillings  per  annum. 

The  first  benefactor  that  rose  in  aid  of  De  Merton's  nobia  , 
institatioB  was  Ela  Longspce,  Countess  of  Warwick,  who  be- 
^scathed,  about  the  year  1205,  some  lands  to  the  society,  on 
coftdition  of  tlieir  saying  masses  for  her  eternal  rest.    Jolm  Wil- 

lyott, 

*  Af  the  original  monameot  had  fallen  to  decay,  a  fresh  erection  was 
eoiu^ucted  in  1598,  by  the  society  of  Merton  College,  at  the  instigation  of 
Sir  If  eoiy  Savile,  Mn4  a  sam  of  money  has  been  regularly  appropriated  to  its 
pTMerraiion.  Oa  removing  the  stone  tbe  portraiture  of  the  founder's  body 
was  discovered*  He  appeared  to  have  been  a  (all  man,  and  held  in  one 
ita&d  a  crosier,  which,  when  touched,  fell  to  pieces;  in  his  other  hand,  (if 
wcmmy  trost  to  ao  anecdote  repeated  by  Wot»d)  was  a  silver  chalice,  which 
was  lemoved  to  the  college,  and  placed  by  the  members  in  thier  eutajoca' 
hum^    Bat  this  vatnable  relic  was  afterwards  broken  and  lost. 

t  tt  has  been  asserted  by  some  that  De  Merton  first  founded  his  college  at 
Maldon,  in  Surrev.  But  it  was,  in  fact,  a  religious  house  which  he  in&ti' 
luted  at  Maldon,  and  be  briefly  removed  tha  warden  and  priests  to  his  new 
t»UhUsh»ent  at  Oifyrd. 
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lyett^  CbannHor  ttf  Ex»t«t,  poVed  a  mor^jidMiomi  fticndl  I» 
1380,  tkis  latter  bewfecUr  bostow^A  huds,  a«d  «i^«r  pruycily^ 
for  the  aasitekance  of  exUbittQiter8>  smcq  caUe4  PorliQWJte>  tt 
PoMimmMers.  The  Dumber  of  tiiefte  was  wnnlly  twcfera  tiU  the 
Mri]t  piirt  oltke  reig»  of  James  I.  iriicft  Jobn  CkMibecty  IbrBKfl]^ 
a  fellow  of  Merton*  ifkcniaBeil  tbeir  nunberlo  SMU^een.  The  pi«* 
viaion  ler  these  eslbibiiioncra  vas  still  scanty ;  but  many  cobIxh 
haters  hare  since  bee»  ianki,  by  whaso  hanoty  the  immi  ht  their 
maintenance  is  very  considerably  iaereasad. 

Two  of  the  eariy  ifarikas  (Heory  Se^er,  and  B&dmrd  Fitz- 
JaBMtt,)  bestowed  so  ainch  atteatiov  on  the  JirthenuMe  of  the 
haUduifl^^  mmI  ceatributed  so  largely  to  the  gcxMrs^inteteataef 
the  eolkgc,  that  they  have  been,  alaost  permitted  to  ahare  the 
eredit  of  foundersbip  with  Bi&hop  MertoB.  Among  other  bcae* 
Victors,  Williani  Reid,  Bishop  of  Chichester,  and  Sir  Thonaa 
Bodley,  instituted  a  fund  fnm  which  occasional  same  were  to 
be  leat  to  the  fellows;  and  the  former  coAtrihuted  largsel^  to  tbo 
hoildings.  Fonr  scholars  were  added  from  the  natives  of  Oxfbidy 
by  Henry  Jackson,  minor  canon  of  St  Pa»l''s. 

Merton  College  is  situate  1o  the  east  ci  Cerpns  Chnsti,  aai^ 
eoDsists  of  three  courts.    Very  little  of  the  hoilcHug  erected  hf 
the  founder  is  now  remaining,  but  many  parts  bear  the  dato  oiT 
a  period  not  far  distant  from  the  era  at  which  be  fiewtshed;?* 
The  principal  front  is  an  irregular  pile,  rebuilt  in  1589;  with  aav 
exception  of  the  tower,  and  the  gate  which  forms  the  chief  eft* 
trance.     The^e  were  constructed  by  Thomas  Rodbnrne^  Bi&ho|^ 
ol  SL  David't^^  io  the  year  1416.     Tive  gate  is  omamented  with 
atatues  of  King  Heory  HI.  aad  the  foander^  in  caoopied  niches^ 
and  with  a  sculptured  tablet  expressive  of  the  history  ef  3t  John 
the  Baptist.     These  interesting  embellishments  were  much  (le* 
fiiced  by  the  parliamentary  soldiers,  and  are  now  in  a  damaged 
condition.     The  great  north  window,  which  abuts  on  the  street, 
is  a  beautiful  spccirocQ  of  florid  Gothic  architecture,  and  ferma 
Uie  chief  ornament  of  the  front  range  of  the  edifice. 

The  first  court  is  small,  and  totally  destitute  of  all  ooifemlty^ 
7  of 


ofveiutecfanl  featnreg;  one  side^  however^  is  mocli  .adorned  hj 
opait  of  the  chapel,  irhich  has  high  poioted  yriadows.  and  ornft* 
neoted  buttresses,  from  which  project  corbels  carved  into  ian« 
tastical  figures.  In  this  court  are  placed  tliii  warden's  lodgings^ 
a  low  bailding^  supposed  to  be  in  part  coeval  with  the  foiinda* 
tioo. 

A  basdsoiqe  arch  leads  to  the  inner  quadrangle^  which  wa» 
formed  at  the  expense  of  the  society  in  1610^  and  is  110  feet 
long,  and  100  in  breadth.  This  court  is  regular^  and  tlie  wholt 
is  in  a  pleasing  9tylo  of  Gothic,  except  a  central  elevation  oil 
the  southern  side«  which  sumiounts  the  gate  conducting  to  th« 
gardens;  and  there  we  find  successive  ranges  of  pillars  of  th« 
Corinthian^  Doric,  Ionic,  and  Tuscan  orders.  In  an  upper  con* 
partnent  are  placed  the  arms  of  James  I. 

Two  aides  of  the  third  court,  which  is  on  a  very  contractei 
•cale,  are  occopied  by  the  Ubrarff,  This  building  was  founded 
by  William  Rede,  Bishop  of  Chichester^  in  the  year  1376^  and 
is  calcnlated  to  excite  the  utmost  veneration  in  the  beholder^ 
since  it  b  assuredly  the*  moet  ancient  structure  of  its  kind  in 
England.  It  is  a. low  building,  with  a  range  of  narrow  oblong 
windows  surmounted  by  four  low  lowers,  liglited  by  small  case* 
nents.  The  gla^  of  each  division  has  been  at  different  times 
ornamented  with  armorial  bearings.  The  roof  is  of  wood,  ar- 
ranged in  angular  compartments;  and  the  wainscoUing  i.s  at  one 
end  carved  into  architectural  allusions.  We  have  already  ob-r 
•erred  that  many  of  tlie  valuable  manuscripts  originally  con- 
tained in  this  library  were  destroyed  or  dispersed  by  the  injudi- 
cious agents  of  Reformation  in  1550. 

The  Hail  is  a  plain  bnt  respectable  structure,  ascended  by  a 
light  of  steps,  and  contains  several  portraits,  tnget!)er  with  a 
large  picture  by  Dr.  Wall,  which  represents  the  founder's  triumph 
over  indoleuce  and  bigotry,  as  exemplified  in  the  dispersion  of 
monkish  gloom  by  the  introduction  of  scholnstic  discipliue.  This 
hall  has  been  frequently  honoured  by  the  presence  of  crowned 
Uads,  as  it  has  boon  ci8toiiury«  ^iace  the  foaadiitiun  of  Ciirli^t 
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Churcb,  for  the  king  to  reside  in  that  college^  bnt  the  queen  it 
Merton^  daring  the  visits  of  the  court.* 

The  University  can  scarcely  boast  of  a  Gothic  building  more 
inipressi?ely  fine  than  the  Chapel.  This  edifice  was  raised 
about  the  year  1424,  oh  the  ruins  of  a  ?ery  ancient  pile,  and  is, 
likewise,  the  parish  church  of  St.  John  Baptist,  f  It  consists  of  a 
choir,  a  cross  aisle,  and  an  ante-chapcl,  and  has  a  weil-propor* 
tioned  square  tower,  with  an  open  parapet  surmountefl  by  jagged 
pinnacles.  The  windows  of  the  choir  are  richly  painted  with 
representations  of  saints;  and  those  of  the  cross  aisle  are  fine 
specimens  of  the  pointed  style  of  architecture  in  its  most  fortu- 
nate era;  but  the  great  eastern  window  is  the  most  striking. 
The  masonry  is  exquisitely  delicate,  and  the  lower  compart- 
ments are  ornamented  with  painted  glass  by  Price,  executed  in 
1700,  expressive  of  different  passages  in  scripture.  The  upper 
sections^  including  a  wheel  of  St.  Catharine,  finely  worked,  are 
completely  filled  by  coloured  glass,  the  sedate  tints  of  which 
bestow  relief,  and  add  much  to  the  captivating  effect  of.  the 
whole.  The  altar-piece  beneath  this  window  is  a  Crucifixion, 
supposed  to  be  painted  by  Tintoret ;  but  it  is  not  nearly  equal  in 
colouring  or  combination  to  many  pictures  by  that  master. 

Near  the  altar  is  the  monument  of  Sir  Thomas  Bodley,  with 
his  busty  surrounded  by  books^  and  other  emblems  of  study  and 
sctettoe;  and  also  a  cenotaph  in  honour  of  Sir  Henry  Savile,  who 
was  buried  at  Eton.  An  unornamented  tablet,  on  the  left  of  the 
altar,  records  the  talents  and  virtues  of  Bishop  Earle,  irhose 

delicacy 

*  It  IS  worthy  of  remark  that  the  fint  common-rMm  known  in  tlie  Unit eTtiiy 
was  fitted  op  at  thb  college,  in  the  year  1661. 

t  The  church  of  St.  John  originally  belonged  to  the  abbey  of  Beading,  mnd 
wai#  by  one  of  the  abbots,  given  to  De  Mertoo,  in  1«65.  Olirerj  Bishop  of 
Lincoln,  made  it  a  collegiate  cborch  in  lt9t.  The  chapel,  as  it  now  ap* 
pears,  probably  formed  only  a  part  of  the  builder's  de<»ign.  The  gencrul 
character  of  the  stroctore  is  so  distinct  from  that  usoally  adopted  ia  tlio 
coostraction  of  ehapels,  that  there  is  reason  to  beitere  the  founder  ioteoded 
the  boilding  to  be^mciforn,  ia  resemblance  of  a  cathedraL 
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delicacy  of  ^t  alid  accarate  knowledge  of  human  manners  are  so 
fbOy  displayed  in  the  KtUe  work  termed  Microcosmography. 

In  the  anie-chapel  is  a  partienlarly  fine  cross^  commemorative 
of  Johannes  Bhxham  vnd.Johannes  Wkyttim,  the  first  a  warden 
of  Merton,  and  the  latter  a  bene&otor  to  the  college.  Near  the 
nortii  door  lies  Antony  Wood.  His  arms  are  displayed  on  a  small 
nnral  tablet^  with  an  inscription^  which  merely  informs  the  reader 
that  lie  was  an  antiqiiary,  and  notices  his  age^  and  the  time  at 
whieh  he  ^ed. 

In  the  list,  of  eminent  persons,  connected  with  so  ancient  ft 
coHege,  we  naturally  expect  to  find  men  who  are  rather  tradi-  - 
tionally  fiunons,  than  femiliarly  Tenerated  through  the  medium 
of  their  works.  Accordingly,  we  meet  with  John  Dons,  better 
known  by  the  appellation  of  Duns  Scotus,*  and  titled  by  the 
UniTersity  of  Paris,  on  account  of  his  skill  in  logical  disputation, 
the  nhtle  Doctor,  William  Ockham,  a  pupil  of  Duns  Scotus, 
and  fevnder  of  the  sect  of  Schoolmen  termed  Ockhamists.  Ock- 
ham opposed  the  assumptions  of  the  Pope,  in  regard  to  tempo- 
raHlies,  with  so  much  spirit  and  success,  that  he  thought  him- 
self entitled  fiuniliarly  to  say  to  the  Emperor  of  Germany,  ''  if 
yon  will  defend  me  by  yonr  sword,  I  will  defend  you  by  my  pen/' 
This  renowned  champion  was  styled  the  singular  and  invincibie 
Doctor.  John  Wicklifle  was  likewise  fellow  of  Merton,  and  he 
was  tenned,  by  those  friendly  to  his  sentiments.  Doctor  Evange- 
Heus^ 

In  SDceeeding  ages  this  college  has  prodneed  Sir  Henry  SaTile, 
oae  of  the  most  celebrated  scholars  of  the  seventeenth  century. 
Dr.  Harvey,  who,  by  discovering  the  circulation  of  the  blood, 
eoiArred  so  much  benefit  on  medical  seienoe.  Robert  Deveren, 
Bar!  of  Eseex,  the  parliamentary  general.  Antony  Wood,  the 
OsL^nd  aatiquary ;  and  Sir  Richard  Steele,  a  man  qualified  to 
Uigr  the  fcaadation  of  national  improvement,  but  fitted  to  lose  the  * 
laaiitofhk  exeiiioBs  through  irregularity  of  hdrit.    His  wit  was 

Vot.  Xn.  N  at 

*  From  a  MS.  in  Mertoo  Library,  it  appears  that  DuOS  wm  boin  in  tho 
villBgeof  Dsnitaik,  In  the  coaniy  of  Norfbamberland. 
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^  ^ea4«lii9l  tatb|i  of  AMiim,  ^  hi&  io^iiBfRt,  if  illqw«4 
cool  op^nilipii,  w^^^  BnMily  iH»t  io^xm;  buf  djft  connli^tMMl 
viyafily  tfi^fiod  Uiyi  tp  o^^lini^jr  to  i|ct  feon  ^ist  ii^Hiea, 
^  h^kt^lpii  foatoity  4|olf  (^M^  qpportiMutim  ^  W«4l<imB 
ihf  f^t  extent  of  huf  p^ir«n»* 

The  90fB)^y  Dt  pmont  coo«ff^  c^  f  iW^M  t^o^tf »te9  fi^ 
|ow%  {QWfl$ea  pfiytnmtw,  fiowsfM4l%  two  chfqplakuH  i|p4Mll| 
^|eK^  Ip  t)i^  eLaptioB  <^  i^  wi|rd#n  t^e  fellow^  pifttumtthMt 
nunes  from  their  own  namber,  and  the  visitor  of  tho  oolhv^  {^ 
Archbuilipp  of  Canterbury )  $xe$  qi^  oi^.  Tl];^  clMipl«|i»  ] 
service  for  t)ie  pariah  of  Sit.  John  Baptist 
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was  foHnde4  i»  thf  yw  ia99^  hy  Wiitm  of  Wyk^Ma*  Biflmif 
of  Winches^*  and  ia  iatituM  io  the  oh«ritv  <$!f<qp^<  Mnm. 
CW%f  (^  ff5»cAf4^ra,  m  OdQMi/To^^  The  tem«€if  im^atllMi 
pi^i9d  of  its  orecti^A,  pc^alarly  af^pli^d  ta  ti^  a^nft^tvit ;  an4  by 
s^  atrange  imitteiitioo  to  prapvif ty»  the  ai^mo  ^ppiriii^tifA  im  bofii 
received  as  cqr^ect  |ky  %i|  classes  tto>H0h  every  snoGeeAiw  *99- 
%t  it  is  in  the  incoyMf^uentiet  paKtieular  of  nane  alaoci  thrtMie 
i^tenti^  of  thci  ^«s4w  hsfi  fipM-  Vie  oellege  atiU  pireent^wift 
of  the  iiol4est  apepiniens^of  %P9hileolove  «oataii«ed  iif.  thpi  Vti^ 
versity ;  and  the  statntes  ftmmed  by  his  wisdom  have  fonmd  n 
pfieeeden^  to  e^l^)atiw.  pfiU^,  of  UUmtnit, 

The  iUustnoiu^  fou04i9r  of  New-C^oUsfs  ne*  bora  eft  Wykebav^ 
ia  Uampsliife*  ia  the  year  1394>  ol  parents  lAowevaiit  fraei 
opttIeot»  and  we^  indebted  kjt  his.  edas9^ti9«^  at  Wiq^f^l^eetee  ^e^e> 
to  the  bounty  of  u,  neigbbooriiiiff  petiQe»  On  ffittMtf  vbfirt  %» 
was  eippk^yed  asi  secretaiy  by  his  earls^  himii,  eeA  wei%  8|ieC% 
leeemMBded  to  the  notieeof  lim  S4«aid  1U»  AMevi^ 
WyiMdMia  M  «ot  bfiei^  s^  fortenate  m  te  pikbAI*  by^tWigiHi' 
diecapline,  the  extent  of  his  aeqnirements  is  sniBcieil^  pieiPvA 
bj  the  Ifigh  offices  which  he  noif  shortly ^e4.  ^i^^  diatijapj^Md 


1»d 

H#  mm  iff  wik^  •l€lfa  ef  the  ihig*»  ^mki-ai  WindiDr 

WMJtiiiMn^Wirofallthg  bmb^  mp^rttuit'Wildiiigii  «mBMlU 
«Mi  ll»  yawmiiw  «C  tli*  mr«reigtt.  It  ig  vet  ^esrly  Meer* 
tainel  wfcetliet  Wj^elwnlial  enltofeil  Jute^  Mf  ettea  ]Hi«vieifii 
l»  M»  ilKBg  the  tot  irf  Amm  oflete,  ct  ivheOter  tiker  king  di- 
mtmi  hketteiAiMila  the  oftwob  as  lie  aeH  dteinMe  ctetulel 
ef  lejnl  beurtjf.  1««  It  ie^  lONrM  timt  AMuky  YelneMe  Imngs 
iNiek«tftweio*hiwbeto»tiy»yeMP  1869,  and  iiei««i«Jfttioed 
ti  tiw  hMtopfie  el  WkkdMler  in  laM. 

Mm  eaefgiee  kicfeMeA  ^intk  km  elev«eiear ;  and  Mt  thiento 
WM  fend  M  eertioeeM»  !»  ibe  etele,  Aet  be  was  appointed 
iMidCfeneeHir.  Bia eeniaot  i»  this effioe  appearata  bate  been 
eaeKplaiy,  hf  hie  papalavi^  waa  greet;  btrC,  in  1371,  be  fe- 
■fiied  the  aeal^  ia  caaaequeiiea  of  a  pel^ea  from  tbe  Parliaaieat 
te  tha  Kiaf  9  pn^jiag  tbatchaiebmea  aiif  hi  be  precioded  fima 
of  U^peiilical  Mat.  Wyteiiam  atiR  refetaed  fte  warm 
of  Ma  laailer ;  but,  towatda  tbe  eleae  of  Edwar^a 
lelgp,  t>a  waaciibla  rtaaareb'  aaafc  iata  a  atate  of  imbeeiflity,  aad 
of  laaeaafer  teelt  a4faiitag;e  of  tbia  aeaaou 
>  pasyadteea  a4Mi>  oaeaed  tbe  biabop  to  be  baniabed 
BaiMa  apeedlllf  bfougbtto  tDai/on:  eight  artidea 
af  aaaawtlaa,  baltka  alaieet  malefoieiiee  of  an  intrigaing  pasty 
^ ealy attach Mbaie-eabiairaAOftebeatf.  TbtaproTedaaffieient 
paaaaef  iBMtiatf,  andftbe-teoipoiriitiea  of  bta  aee  were 
tbe-  banda  el  Ihe^aartc  Be  ilea,  boirever,  abortly 
^  bAa  beaeaii  aaril  eniolaflmDt%  ia  eonaeqaettee  of  a 
ia  bia  AMar>  aad  bad  the  aatia&ctioa  of  aa 
^  «Ml  hi0mUM,  baft  alHi  giMioaa  nttater,  wfew  daya 
heiMa  tbe  aged  kiag  expired. 

H.  appeifltei  Wykebam  £erd  CbaneeHor,  aod  tbe 

^foaeHMthaadarifed  evideaf  beneSt from  bia ooair- 

iat^grity;  bal  vbea  Wybeham  foand  that  ao  renoa- 

'  fleanareb  ftoai^  eonrasa  piobfle 

MS  of 
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of  ruin*  he  witUirew  from  eoort,  and  devoled  jMnsdf  MilMy  t«» 

\b»  dttti^  of  hi*  bbhopric,  waA  to.  ftota.  of  poUio  and  piivrte 

iMiiefioenoe.    Thi8:.|;roat  and  good  man  died»  neariy  at  tlm  age 

.  .of  ^gh^»  in  |he  year  14M>  and  waa  inland  ia  a  ohaatif  wliich 

;  ho, had  conalruoted  for  hima^lf  ia  Winpheater  cathedraL 

.     The  imigm  of  Wykebam,  ia  vegaid  to.  anoh  a  foaodaliai  at 

:  might  assist  ia  improving  the  Uteiatttre  of  bis  oountry^  ircra  oa  a 

.  oepapreheDajLve  ^cai^.    He  began  to  purchase  lands  «t  .Oxfiud  tvo 

years  after. he  entered  on  his  biahopric;  aad*  in  1373,  eaUbUsbed 

a  school  at  Winchester.    The  buildings  of  the  ooltfige  ivere  finished 

:  six  years  after  the  foundation  stone  was  laid ;  and»  in  the  ansning 

year,  he  commenced  a  splendid  atructare  at  Winebeater,  (oa  the 

.  site  of  the  seminary  in  which  he  had  himsdf  reeeiTed  edncatioii,) 

.  which  was  likewise  brought  to  p^eetion  sixyears,afterttwas 

begun.    By  the  statutes  presented  to  his  foundation  at  Oxliiid 

the  society  was  made  to  consist  of  a  warden,  and.sevaaty  poar 

scholars,  twenty  of  whom  were  to  apply  to  the  study  of  Laws, 

and  the  remaining. fifty  to  Philosophy,  the  Arta,  and  Theabgy. 

The  whole  to  take  priest's  orders  within  a  apocified  time. 

The  society  of  Winchester  was.  formed  of  a  warden,  with  se- 
venty scholars,  who  wei^e  to  heiiystruotod  in  gnuamaiieal  leara- 
ing,  for  which  purpose  a  schoc^master  and  usher « were  ragakrty 
appointed.  Priests,  clerica,  aad  cjioristers,  were  appended  to  each 
society.  The  school  at  Wiijichaat^  was  directed  .  to  anpply  the 
college  with  students^  by  electi<)n«  and  was  rendered  snlyeA  toa 
yearly  visit%tiop  from  the  ^iraidans  and  fellows.  80. grand  aad 
coo^preheDsiTe  a  design,  which  takes  the  student  eT«n  fma  his 
nursjsry-days,  and  qualifies  him,  progreasivaly,  for  the  .highest 
o/iices  of  church  and  state,  merits,  indeed,  the  waimeat  aakgy 
of  every  succeeding  age  ! 

The  bene&ctors  to  this  noble  institu^on  have  been  aamcnHia, 
.though  only  one  (John  de  Bnckiagbam,  3isbop  of  .liaoob,  who 
^^ave  the  advowaon  of  SwalcU^C;  chun^h,  together  with  stMBK* 
sfljuccnt  laudsy)  occurred  during  the  protracted  life  of  Wykeimn. 

V  .  Among 
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AniMg  thoM  whioh  hare  men  in  more  recent  periods,  seferal ' 
kfeibtmdelexbibilioiifl,  and  others  have  emlowed  aeraioiis,  oni- 
tiottSy  and  leclares. 

Ke«  Cbllege  now  eonsists  of  a  spaciom  qaadrangle,   wHh 
ittaehed  diapel,  hall,  and  iihrary,  a  fine  range  of  conseerated 
cloisten,  and  a  serite  of  buildings  for  the  nse  of  students,  termed 
the  Garden  Court    The  chambers  towards  the  garden  are  the 
oidy  parts  not  comprehended  in  the  plan  of  the  founder.    The- 
^[sadimngle  is  entered  by  a  portal,  and  has  the  chapel  and  haH 
<m  the  north,  and  the  libmry  on  the  east.    TheTemaiiider  6(  the  - 
cent  is  composed  of  the  warden's  lodgings,  and  apartments  for  ^ 
Uie  Mlows.    The  side  formed  by  the  chapel  and  ha!i  is  a  chaste 
»d  interesting  specimen  of  Gothic  beauty ;  but  only  little  of 
Wykcham's  spirit  remains  in  the  aspect  of  the  other  buildings. 
The  apartments  of  this  court  were  originally  only  two  stories 
high ;  hot,'  towards  the  end  of  the  sixteenth  century,  a  third  tier 
d  rooms  was  added;  and  modern  squares  have  been  substituted 
for  tiM  former  arched  transom  windows  of  the  edifice.    An  em- 
battled parapet  was  placed  along  the  t<^,  and  some  attention  was 
eertamly  paid  to  uniformity  in  the  alttirartions ;  but,  by  increasing 
the  height  of  thfhoildings,  the  apparent  extent  of  the  qaadi-angle 
is  diminidh«d,  and  the  harmony  ef  architectural  effect  entirely 
datroyed.     The  gateway-tower  is  still  pleasing,  from  the  jast* 
ness  of  it^  proportions ;  and,  though  divested  by  the  hand  of 
tasteless  innovation  of  its  pristine  character,    yet  retains  the 
•ealptured  effigy  of  Wykeham  in  one  df  its  ornamented  niches. 
At  the  south-east  end  of  the  hidl  i^  constructed  a  towcr,  divided 
into  four  stories,  each  roofod  with  stone.     In  one  of  these  rooms 
lit  preserved  some  interesting  relics  of  the  founder.    The  diroen* 
MOBS  of  the  quadrangle  are  about  168  feet  by  129. 

The  Garden  GcWt  was  completed  in  1684,  and  is  said  to  have 
beoi  bailt  in  imitation  of  the  palace  of  Versailles.  This  edifice 
coMisti  of  three  stories  of  high-^fed  chambers,  with  a  battle- 
aMut  on  the  top,  and  widens,  by  triple  breaks,  towards  the  gar- 
dens which  lie  extended  in  the  front.    The  desigin  certainly  pos- 

N  9  sessea 
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MMe«  degftnaf,  il|9ii9li  it  imvqhm  lie  ^vioiis  itiioiif«*iepM  10 
poiBt  of  iaste.  Tha  only  way  of  viewing  weh  a  fc«iAli>g  to  ad- 
rantage  is  necessarily  by  a  gradual  approach  to«aff4a  the  ocatM 
of  ihiB  elevation;  and^  as  the  usual  4iode  of  odvaaoiof  to  this 
stmctive  is  noi  throiigh  the  gardea^  the  oopufd  a^etater  is  seldMi 
8^  placed  aa  to  oatcb  tbe  remit  for  whtoh  tbe  of  eUted  hboorad. 
.  The  cloisters  £0001  %  oollegi^  sfpendage  first  hitKod«oe4  if 
Wykehaai.  They  are  raoged  irx  a  qaadnmgniar  fono^  «ad  have 
a|i4^ciied  roof  of  osfk.  UpUilie  the  oleiskr^  of  Ma^dalo^^  thflsa 
solemyi  aveonesi  together  with  the  area  w)iiok  th^  iiieloso»  «as 
eoiiaejeiBtod  for  the  purpose  of  bnrial.  Matiy  distiagoiahod  niMi^ 
hers  of  Wyli^eham'a  instit«tioa  are  ustHred  heneath  the  pA?o* 
n^nt  of  the  cloiaters ;  but  the  areit  of  gveea  sward  wjAia  is  sliU 
free  from  any  mehmoholy  hist  of  the  iastabilHy  of  hmnan  oe» 
qnirem^ivt. 

All  that  piety  coald  dictate,  or  afieotion  and  taste  efiot^  wtt 
dpne  by  Wykeham  in  regai4  to  the  oraaaents  of  the  interMMr  <rf 
the  Chapel  The  fmages  of  silver  aad  gold  fell  aa  ofictiaga  la 
t)ie  agents  of  Refbrmatipn  ^  and  the  fretted  niebea  to  which  th^ 
were  placed  have  yielded  to  the  haad  of  tine,  Wt  still  the  chapd 
intended  as  a  monument  of  Wykeham's  piety  aad  taate  reaMiaa 
the  oost  splendid  in  the  University.  It  is  not  dosiraUe  to  tnco 
tbb  building  tfaroogh  its  nnnerous  alterationa  and  vtcissltndes  of 
iortime.  Suffioe  it  to  observe  that  IIm  arrangemenla  of  the  inte- 
rior, as  they  at  preaent  appear,  have  been  chiefly  mode  noder  the 
direction  of  Wyatt  The  excursive  ftney  and  elc|;ant  taate  of 
that  architect  are  well  known;  but  the  eofrectnesa  d*  his  jmig« 
ment  haa»  hi  the  prepent  instanoe,  been  qneoUoned  by  aome  eia* 
miners.  If  we  compare  his  performance  with  the  aimple,  yet 
grand  designs  of  Wykeham,  he  certainly  will  appear  to  madi 
disadvantage ;  bpt,  perhaps,  it  is  a  mere  efuitaUo'made  to  place 
him  in  a  scale  el  oompariaon  with  thoao  who  efl^Botod 
alterations  in  the  ohapel  oraamenta.  Vevy  eonoideraUe 
moat  then  be  allotted  to  his  spirited  offorta. 

The  ante-chapel  is  about  eighty  feet  i|i  length  by  thirty-ii 


aHttpicaoas  beaoty.  The  ch«fir  is  100  feet  t4R|^,  %  brcAOli  itai 
65  high,  Mid  iraft  ^ved  ^ith  black  aod  ivhit^  ffiMlfe  in  ihe 
yev  1636.  At  ihe  iredt  end  of  Ihe  <^eir  H  A^  or^n-klli 
HcUy  adehied  with  Gothio  AltOBidlft,  ih  tfttdtitMn  to  Hie  g^^ 
tharaeter  of  the  hutlditig.  An  d|»eiiiiig  thrmigh  tUts  kft  Jodi«- 
cioaaiy  afloHrft  a  f«rflpeetite  view  ^f  ifhe  grbat  i»ialifed  wiaddlUr  Hi 
ibe  anfe^ehapfel^  uliqitetftionahly  en«  of  A^  fei^  that  ever  irai 
«xae«l6d.  The  eatt  end  is  w^rlced  into  eanofiied  hithM,  fifljr  ik 
imfaib^f^  and  eaeh  addriied  wtth  pifamcfles  lind  triMfy  of  IM 
iMnt^  descriptien.  Hie  tehS<^n  of  theUe  nes^y  r^s^teMes  tliai 
6f  the  airdeiit  onfam^ta  6f  the  high  altar ;  for  irhen  the  Mb 
inpi^i^ettts  Were  efiedted  under  the  direetion  of  Wyatt,  a  p»ft 
of  the  old  wall,  containing  some  fragmentary  niches,  waib  ffis* 
ci^cred ;  and  the  architect  kndahly  endeatbared  to  revire  t'he 
^^ihid  httitdePa  dM|;ii.*  thb  cttMnniiioH'-tatl^  is  of  doTe-<«c 
hMiitd  marble;  artd  the  face  of  thfe  wdl  imml^ffiat^y  aboVe  it  it 
idmied  inih  five  tmaH  cdmpartitoitift  of  ihhtMe  scntfiffiirfe  ih  aM 
Miis^,  by  tf  estnttcdtt,  r^resettlmg  thq  SdntatRifh  df  ttib  Yir- 
giti  Mary ;  the  Itiltivity ;  the  taking  db^ii  ifrbM  tkt  Crdia ;  iM 
Reaarrection  and  the  Aftcensibh.  Tfa^  whole  of  theira  m'e  eini- 
acbUy  fifi^;  httt,  pexhteps,  th^  I^ceM  ftom  the  Ch^  is  ifioirtf 
coiispiefloiia  for  merit.  Ett!ty  Hftfb  of  the  chicified  S^ibiM^  rH 
lAetlii^ly  dead ;  tfhd  female  grief  ioek,  ibdie^,  affpear  pierc- 
higly  betoliful  in  the  Mehded  grace  <lx^  tnift^ry  described  fH 
Ike  figttre  of  Mary.  An  attitade  bo'  sweltfug  and  fenergetic,  y^ 
aa  entirely  devoid  of  theatrical  patrade,  has  aeTd6m  b^n  witnesftetf 
in  Ihe  performancea  of  a  itfodem  s^nlpftor. 

The  paiotd  windows  afford  a  prominent  feitiiihe  to  ttie  Citpii- 
vating  splendour  of  the  chapel;  and  these  are  the  more  interest* 

W4  ibg, 

*  The  (roaad-coloiir  of  iijm  ancient  niches  was  a  deep  blaei  and  the  edges 
vcfe  Tidily  gilu  The  effect  of  the  a]tar*piece  most  have  beeu  tuperlv 
lively  grand  when  each  of  these  niches  was  (occupied  by  a  statae  of  dcHcatn 
aiaihfe,  or,  perhapf«  of  precious  mietal  f 
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ing^  as  tbey' enable  the  spectator  to 'form  a  eouparaliTe  aaelytii 
of  four  different  atylee  of  execation* 

The  windows  of  the  ante-chapel  (with  the  exoeption  of  the 
large  one  on  the  west)  are  probably  coeval  with  the  comple- 
tion of  the  building*  and  were  preserved  in  1550,  according  to 
Wood,  by  the  adroitness  of  the  chief  officers  of  f  he  collie,  who 
.  assured  the  visitors  that  th^tir  finances  were  too  low  '*  to  set  ap 
new,  but  promised  that  they  would  when  they  were  in  a  c^Mcity." 
These  windows  contain  representations  of  patriarchs,  saintSj  and 
martyrs,  nesriy  all  iU^drawn,  and  the  colonring  destitute  of  re- 
lief. Many  of  the  tints  are  vivid,  and,  occasionally,  a  giaeefol 
line  occurs ;  but  the  total  want  of  a  due  disjkribotion  of  light 
and  shade  prevents  their  attainiug  any  resemblance  of  <pieloiial 
beauty. 

The  wiodows  on  the  north  side  of  the  choir  were  executed  by 
Mr.  l^eckitt,  of  York,  and  are  filled  with  representations  of  the 
Saviour,  the  Virgii^  Mary,  and  twelve  Apostles,  together  with 
various  cfiBra^ters  recorded  in  the  Old  Testament  The  colouring 
is  gaudy  rather  than  vivid,  and  the  execution  of  the  whole  is 
lamentably  inferior  to  that  of  the  windows  on  the  opposite  side 
of  the  chapel,  which  are  by  a  Flemish  artist^  and  after  designs, 
according  to  popular  report,  from  the  school  of  Rubens.  In 
each  window  are  eight  figures  of  saints,  martyrs,  &c.  with  va- 
rious symbolical  allusions.  The  drawing  of  these  is  in  many 
instances  masterly,  and  the  expression  full  of  spirit.  The  colours 
are  unusually  rich  and  brilliant.  The  glass  of  these  windows,  when 
removed  from  Flanders,  was  procured  by  Price  the  younger,  of 
whom  they  were  purchased  by  the  members  of  New  College. 
By  Price  they  were  repaired,  and  fitted  to  their  present  stations, 
in  1740. 

But  tlie  great  west  window,  for  beanty  of  design,  for  exquisite 
disposition  of  light  and  shade,  and  for  fascinating  influence.of 
general  effect,  far  excels  every  other  effoii;  of  painting  on  glass 
in  the  University.  This  splendid  work  was  begun  about  the  year 
1776,  from  finished  cartoons  by  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds,  and  was 

executed 
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emoiied  by  Jtfvou.  The  lower  range  is  divided  iotosevetf 
camfutmea^,  abont  twelve  feet  higfa^  and  three  feet  wide«  is 
cteb  of  which  is  placed  an  allegorical  figure,  the  whole  seven 
repctentiiig  the  Cardinal  and  Ohristiaii  Virlaes.  Temper^ 
mee,  ttodemte  even  in  water,  which  she  is  pouring  from  • 
laiger  venel  into  a  smaller,  fortitude,  a  fine  figure^  replete 
vitfa  eipresaioo,  her  hand  resting  on  a  broken  column,  which  is 
erects  though  in  fifagmeots.  Faith,  firmly  fixed  on  both  feet; 
and  besring  a  cross.  Charity  oocupies  the  central  compartment, 
and  is  aU^psriaed,  as  usual,  by  a  iemale  figure  in  the  act  of  taking* 
children  to  her  shelter.  This  is  a  lovely  group.  The  maternal 
attitode  is  beneficence  itself;  and  the  suppliant  fondness  of  the 
ebildrNi  is  irresistibly  engaging.  Hope,  glancing  to.wards  hesx* 
ves^  and  scarcely  touching  the  earth  through  eagerness  of  an** 
tidpatioD.  Perhaps  this  figure  has  less  strength  of  expression 
than  either  of  those  before  noticed.  Justice,  finely  described  as 
looidsg  throngb  the  shade  which  her  own  arm  casts  over  her  fcce. 
A  iteelyard  is  substituted  for  the  usual  accompaniment  of  scales. 
This  is,  probably,  a  more  picturesque  appendage,  but  is  oidina- 
rily  used  lor  such  vulgar  purposes  that  it  seems  to  detract  firom 
the  dignity  of  the  allegory.  Prudence,  on  her  right  arm  an 
arrow  joined  with  a  remora,  the  emblems  of  speed  and  delibe- 
ratios. 

Although  these  allegorical  figures  unavoidably  arrest  the  at-  . 
teation^  the  chief  eflbrts  of  the  artist  are  displayed  in  the  upper 
csapartment  of  the  window.  The  size  of  this  division  is  not  less 
than  eighteen  feet  in  height,  and  ten  in  width.  The  subject  re- 
presented is  the  Nativity  of  Jesus,  and,  in  many  respects,  a  finer 
eoiabhialion  was  never  produced  by  the  accurate  judgment  and 
nfiaed  taste  of  Reynolds,  In  observance  of  the  Notte  of  Cor- 
n^,  be  has  taken  for  his  light  the  emanation  supposed  to  pro* 
cted  from  the  body  of  the  infant  Saviour— a  plan  happily  adapted 
to  the  character  of  painting  on  glass.  The  composition  prin- 
cipally consists  of  thirteen  figures.  Among  these  a  group  of 
aagsb,  newly  deacended  to  tlw  stable,  and  kneeling  round  the 

babe. 
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MRitft  isoae  of  Ibe  lofdKwt  erer  fnifl^iied'  by  6ir  jMlmt,  nib 
^MSered,  by  tiM  skAM  ine^  of  Wut^ptcreaitf,  all  Imi  elite.  I« 
iDc^  dtmds  abof«  it  inttiMfaced  uit angel,  }K«^riiig  o^tir  Ibe  my>' 
ihjr  of  re^empfloir  thr^agli  th^  eipoae;  attd,  «t  te  gf ^il dtettliee. 
In  wtiUeii  fm  a  scroll,  the  on^inal  Gfieek  <^tbe  text,  **  MyitiiiM 
whkb  «be  Mkfdn  tbeiMehreli  detitro  to  loMcii^''  AiMgtte 
•hepbeniii  i0ho  are  approacbtng  to  offor  deVolieiasj  are  inaeilri 
poMtaila  of  the  two  artnits,  9ir  Joabaa  Reynolds,  and  Mir.  JeMit. 
The  eolotifittg  of  this  ftoe  window  is  lempemte,  tbfMi|^b  tieb,  sad 
Hint  wfaofe  approntimades  note  fteavly  to  Nstitre  than  mily  eAtt  of 
gfass-painting  before  the  time  of  Jervais. 

*  Inareeessneartbeallariffpreserrodtbeerosierofihelbftbder. 
This  f eaetaMe  relic  of  sacerdotal  pottip  is  eotipoaed  of  silfer. 
Highly  gift  and  enamelled.  Instead  of  the  Holy  Lamb  is  intio- 
^Ked  the  ffgare  of  Wykeham,  kneetittg. 

•  The  Haills  one  of  the  most  spacioas  tooois  hi  Ao  Wiiieiwty ; 
and  was,  eeriy  in  the  sixteenth  eentofy,  fined  with  WttttssoCliig, 
a  part  of  which  is  enrionsly  carv4^.  Tbtf  windowa  Are  oiuwheaitd 
With  arms  and  detices ;  and  orer  the  aci'eeii  is  plueed  a  fare  pie- 
tare,  by  one  of  the  Caraeci,  of  the  SbepheM'a  boml^e  1»  GbriM, 
inmiediately  sobseqtfent  to  the  Nalfvity.  The  drawing  of  this 
piece  is  admirably  correct,  and  the  female  6gurea  abound  wilb 
grace  and  beauty.  This  talnable  painting  was  presented  to  the 
ioeioty  by  the  Earl  of  Radnor,  and  liras  kept  in  the  efaapel  tiH 
the  late  alterations  rendered  its  femoral  necessary.  The  hall, 
likewise,  contains  scTcral  portraits,  among  which  is  ohe  of  the 
fbnnder. 

The  LAvfwty  consists  of  ti^o  rooms,  one  oti  (he  oecoM,  and 
the  other  on  the  third  alory.  The  first  covtMoa  hooka  of  divi- 
nity;  and  the  opper  room  (the  interior  of  whieh  has  been  laftely 
lebnilt  by  Wyatt)  is  dedicated  to  woriu  of  misceHaneoaa  Kteta- 
titre.  The  contributors  to  this  library  hate  been  nameroas,  and 
the  oolleetion  is  eKiiemely  valuable. 

The  gardens  are  extenarre,  and  are  now  laid  ont  witb  SMseh 
7  Uste, 
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vallt  mhkk  is  jifmvf^  in  it#tito«f  Jijfk  npiilr.  The  gvtim 
isMfanladiiroB  tha  maton  aaviky  a  iMadaoaM)  kon  faliaaiK 
1J»  1M  ift  laii«tb»  wbieli  aiigHiaUjSr  bakngad  la  tlie  Daka  af 
Cbandoa'  nagsiiioaBl  palaca  ml  CanoML  Wl»k  OhariBa  J«  pa- 
|«iM.«i  4ltel  OOKrf  a«abil  Iba  inrtiaHaelilai^ ataiy.  Maw 
Ci<Bnga  iitaMbiiail  aa  a«a»koll^;  aiii|».ilil€dl»  itwaai 
faityCahiidOitviiraatkalridealChMiaidL  Oni 
■ioaa  Uie  cfeialfln  and  taver  ware  used  as  magasEioea  inr  aal<» 
Hiaailiop,  aad  the  liaildiaga  were  eonaiieiMj  iajored  in  Buuny 
parts. 

Jhm  Ulawiaf  aia  a  ft«  of  tha^eri^m^t  patsaaa  who  kava  Im^b 
t  thia  aaUaga  i  Chkbaia^  i^Uiahop  of  CaalMiiatr,  wlia 
t  la  IkeaMMofir  af  Wykebaai«  by  iaiHatii^bis  battaft* 
CHalexanpie.  Wa  ba¥aalraady  owBftiaaailba  ahiaf avaatoaf (^ 
flWe^  lifc,  in  aos  «eaaont  af  the  fomdatiaa  of  AH  Sttala*  GaBaga. 
Baflkiflftoa  BisiMqp  of  Ba*b  aad  WaUa.  J^baBiMad^ 
I  af  Liaaali^  icsl  pei!palaal  ckaaaeUar  o(  tke  Uamiaitgr* 
WiUiAm  Waffcam>  Aidhbiabap  of  Osatevbiiry.  a^ 
bial  aea  af  Us  tina,  aad  thap«broA  af  Efaanntta*  Tfaa  leaned 
ttd-tmly  otedleafe  Biabop  Iiowtk.  Amaag  aiad«Dte  of  atber 
laaks  pcahapa  the  foUoivii^  ata  soma  of  tbe  lioei  iaterealM^ 
asaieat  6raaya»  daaarviaf  af  lastiag  gtfalildda  as  one  of  Iba 
levtvan  ^  laamiag.  Sir  Bmiry  SUAey,  tbaftdher  of  Sir  Pbi* 
lip,  a  BMaaf  i^ata  asefal  qualities  Ibaa  his&r^Aitiadaoa.  Tbe 
kamad,  bat  ill4a«ad,  Tbaans  Lydiat  Tbe  social  af  New 
Callage  eiaetfld  a  manaaKiit  over  bts  graTe,  aad  have  plaaad  a 
aiafl<a|ikto  bia  honoar  ia  liia  daialcr.  Dc  Braaa  Byves*  writer 
of  the  ibat  oairapapar  pabiiabed  in  Baglaad.  SoaiarfUla  and 
Rit,  tha  paata;  aad  tbe  Rev.  Joseph  BpeaeOi  wdl  Ju^owh  as  ai^ 
tkgaal  miaeelbHMaaa  Wfitetf. 

Tbe  preaeat  aieaibcrg  af  Iba  aoaiaty  are  m  warden,  eeveniy 
Mows,  ten  chaplains,  three  clerks,  and  sixteen  choristers.  la 
IVgiidto  IwifeUavabtps;  aprdetaaoais  given  to  tba Ibander'a 

kindred^ 
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ikm£ni,.mh9  ue  adimtled  liikmn  witboiit  two  yens  of  prdfc>>' 
ti«m,'Wiiicli  tenii' ifr  re^iiirod'lirwfini  aVolAier  cttdidates.  ne' 
wMe  of  tk'e  fcikfiw  are'ekciM  frMn  WinoheBtor,  by  the  war* 
dens  of  both  ooU^eo,  two  fdtfow*  of  New  €dllege,  and  tlie  adn 
wanleB  and.  head  maater  of  WliMbeater.  The  eketioiia  to  fill  up 
vaeanciea  aiebeld  aoiiaaUy^  '■ 

-  The.  feliewp.  of  thia'ei4l%e>  by  a  pritilege  beared 'by '^ 
feoadfer,  nay  be  admilted  to:all  degreea^ia  the  4loif<BiWft)r  Bieieiy 
oD  .as  examinatioD  ia  their  own  college  wecording  to  tbe'UaiTer* 
8itf;lanBa.  > 

ORIEL  COLLEGE. 

Tbia  college  oweaita  foondation  to  Adam  De  Bmm';  of  wfaon 
it  ia  galy  kaowa  that  he  was  rector  of  Hanworth,  in  Middleiinr; 
in  181^ ;  ehanoeiloF  of  the  diocese  of  Durham  in  the  Mlowiag 
year;  aiehdeaooa  of  Stow  io  1310 ;.  and,  shortly  afler,  was  pro* 
mated  to  the  living  of  St.  Mary,  Oxford.  In  the  year  1924,  De 
Bnw  ablained  permission  from  King  Edwaid  IL  to  parchase  laiid 
and  premises  ia  Oxford,  to  the  annual  valae  of  thirty  pounds,  lor 
the  purpose  of  feaBding  a  college  to  the  honour  of  the  Virgin 
Mary.  He  accordingly  pnrohased  an  estate  in  dt.-Mary's  parish, 
and  founded  a  collegiate, institntioa  for  the' study  of  ditinity  and 
logic  When  be  had  pro<;eeded  thns  fKt  he  surrendered  the 
whole  into  the  handa  of  the  king,  in  hope  of  acquiring,  by  each  a 
step,  regal  assistanee  for  hia  infimt  society  .*  nor  did  De  Brem 
calculate  on  fallacious  ground.  Edward  had  already  evinced  Kbfr* 
rality  by  founding  this  college  of  Cannelite  Friars  in  Oxferd;  and 
be  readily  placed  this  new  institution  ander  hia  partionlar  care. 
In  the  succeeding  year  he  granted  a  (rssh  charter,  in  which  be 
Erected  the  atudiea  of  the  college  to  be  divinity  and  the  canon* 
law ;  and,  for  the  better  aupport  of  the  members,  he  bestowed 
some  tenements  in  Oxford,  and  gave  the  advowaon  of  St.  Msry'a 
church,  on  condition  of  their  providing  chaplaina  for  daily  scr* 
vice. 

Adam  de  Brom  was  appointed  the  first  provosty  and  be  drew  a 

body 
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My  oTtMirttt  in  1316,  bjr^^4ileli  tk»«olk«el8appmiitodto 

•  OBMMI  of  a  pioTost,  and  tenMlowi/  ov  seliokrii,  Mnreb  to  sAwly 

•  difiiiity;  and  tiipee  the  catioii  b^w.  'He'  alaegftve'tlie  IMiiga  of 
Aberteth/.  in  Yoricahire,  and  Ooleby,i  »  I.incoUa|ire:  King 
Edward  awdaled  the  ktadnaBS'aS  ilia 'geneirona;  M  iii-lhiiad 

.  Iither,  by  bestowing  on  the  society  4u  largie  mesaaag^  eiAed  Xa 
Oirhk,  la  a^loch  thetehokia  speedily  i^moi^,  and  ifito  ^i^Mcfh 

jBMMwinn  the  College  denred  its  aaaie.  DeAiMn  Mteariae 
pioennd  of  tlMt.ldng  ike  hoapital  efSi.  Baithaloniear,:aitaafte 
iwtwoea  Hia  London  Made,  about,  iialf  a  nftle  iram  St  l^lMeaTa 
Chveb..  Tbia  hoapilai  was,  at  fimt^  weqairsd  only  as  aa«ayiani 
fcr  tliei  atadents  in  times  of  pestilence^'  but  baa  iiaee  proved  a 
seniae  of  eoosideiabla^  emolnaimt  to  th»  found4tibn. 
Jobn  Aaake,  Lined  CbaaeeUor  of  Bnghind,  was,  in  1441,  the  ' 

-nest  beneAMtor.    Hia  beqaeat  eonsistadiof  1M(M.  to  be  employed 

.in  the  purebase  of  ianda  iat  the  uaiatenanee  of  Ibar  i^lows,  4raas 
the  oaantiea  of  Doiaet,  Willa,  Somerset,  and  Devon.  Among 
otbar  Ubeial  eontribntora,.  are  Carpenter;  Biabop  of  Woroesler; 
Smytb,  Biabop  of  Lincoln  (founder  of  Brasen  Nose)  Dr.  Ri- 
abard  Dadley,  cfaaneellor  of  the  cfanrch  ef  Salisbury ;  Dr«  Robin- 
asn,  Biabop  of  London ;  .Dr.  Carter,  provoal  of  the  college  from 
1968  to  1727;  and  Charles,  the  fonrtb  Duke  of  Beaufort.  By 
acveiil  of  tbeae  benefactonr  fdlowsbipa  have  been  founded,  and 
by  otbera  Ihe  fellowahips  have  been  augmented,  and  livings  be- 
atoned.  Qneen  Anne  likewise  annexed  a  prebend  of  Rochestor 
totbepiovoatohip. 

The  original  bmlding  called  La  Oriole,  or  Oriel  Hall,  re- 
mived  aaeb  additiona  during  tbe  reign  of  Edward  Hi.  as  enaUe^ 
it  to  aasanie  the  quadrangular  form  so  well  adapted  to  collegtato 
sIraetaiaK.  Bat  tbe.  increaaing  afflnenoe  of  Hie  college  allowed 
tbe  samety,  in  diiarent  periads  of  tbe  seventeenth  century.  Id 
crsot  tiie  preaent  quadrangle  on  a  more  judiciout  and  enlarged 

fin. 

Tkefnat  towafdi.tlik'Straat  ia  «iqpl«,  uiufcna,  «b4  co«i<MtMl- 
'i%:   Otw  Um  g»t0iMy  w  eoutrwted  a  aqnart'  toven  tbcPfete 

I  of 


tie 

i«a4M6Mliif  •leiNiio*,  ncci|fci  hy  lh»  ttH  irf  tfce  i 
Ifiihe  «liifdk    TliDMli*«yprafiMb)iaii0hlofitapta^ 
<if  fion»  |K|vIm9w  •«€»  vUth  tie  plwed^  mmUkmmammakti 

Miof  the Im  lii*«iu  S4fivd U.  mk  III.    AtiMMi «i 
iii^W4iMlonaiBeiitifl«ri«L  TlitpBoiiMrt*aliid9tt|^i 
wrib;  tiMi  htlUkatu  m  lh#.  Matti  m1  wHt,  vhidb  a** 
^driaa  iligk^  wo  ailirely  afpniaitttoi  to  the  ■nn—iiJiiiiifcrf 
iQlhfWiaimbenaflboMiiotjk    Qalh»iMf«£th»^er.| 
HM  vorhaditliaimi  ^fKiiig  Ghaiilai;  uoA^km  ^ 
emhenished  i>»ll  tha  aiWMiial  h—M^^hiniihiiiini.    ' 

InaMili^i^to  Jkk  fuwhinglaiietwaraiiya  aC  htfB«»  for 
thfi  f^Wi^tiim  of  iNtelii^  antkecaifcaad^estjHhaQf^liafw- 
jbn.  Tb^va  vara  aaoitaa«lcd>  a*  ivB/nrnt  ^mm,  Wi  arr  balli 
jm^owsiy  caafarnalda  ia  aftg^k  in  tlie  idanai  parlaai  Iha  f^l- 
4iaai^.  Tba  AhI  ^vm  fisMad  ia  HI9^  ok  Iha  eafemm  af 
OiBhap  KdWiaoa^  wka  also  tewlfdlbiaaeAiUibaBaibrWoha- 
lQia»  Ai^  i|iaarifMo»  cm  Uta  fieani  aoaiiacnHailda  hotittlcagaili 
aC  gaaaffOMty.  Tha  oaoand  aattg  a(as  eFadada  Jeirjraua  aft«, 
bj  kba  Ukortf  ty  of  Qap«a  i:^«lar>  fimHrly  paaroBl^  wha  MbUi 
lahole  ftwluae  l»  4ia^  awa  a(  Iko  coHegai. 

Botwaea  iheso  t«»  kleNit  tangos  al  hiiUiacr  iIb  phaad  the 
ZaAforjfj  a  obaata  and  ohooiowl  tiiAoi,  bogan  is  1788^  m^ 
tha  direction  of  Wyalt.  The  interior  is  anaUi«|^alr  eigbt^ 
three  feet  by  tiiraaty*aij||ki  md  iH^liMiitir  ftelii  faaight.  idaoag 
the  baaba  ia  aoatt»alioa(4>f:Mo  aad  aattniahk^ 
br  AtmnI  Uii  Mgb,  of  Stowibigb.  1b6  HhrHyr  t 
taiaa  a  paiolwg  Ipot  Vowi.  tltewri^t  >  gwap  o^Italiaia  pi 
Cvi4o»  CaiuJoaaii^  fiuAi^  Boaoaaaiq,  BoloMfa,  PalMaov 
Mar^fao  yiciaafc 

Tha  HM,  irbtch  waa  bvilt  about  the  year  16SI7,  ia  a  ] 
mm^  iaa«b  liftr  teit  ia  baiptb»  m*  neatly  twnly  in  baoHHb. 
Tbt«l^iMwa«MMM>lldliiaaiil  aiahelliabad  iti.  thai  Baria  a^ 

^bre^ 


nM«M*le|^  fml^tm^immmM  llmi^mihmBimuAm. 
kfShium;  Qteen  Anne*  by  IMl  I  «i4  tii#  Doha  «f  BeuiM* 
If  6«Ui«  Ammg  Ihc  fJtoti  to  piwwf id  a  cny  of  giitNi>»  yito»  aad 
telgr  ftfte^  wiiiol^ipas  pnwonlfj  by  Ike  fomdhr. 

fte  inl  CtiqMf  «tli0hed  to  the  ooUngemi  ciectod  ktsfiii 
ll»  fanlMilli  Qwtwf ,  Uefeie  viiUh  porM  iIm  mmWws  <i^ 
tmfkABmm  mrm  ia  81.  Mary'»  ohwdu  TJw  Mldftag'  Ihen 
JWlwitiiil  iw»prii<d  AwHi  ia  IGM;  bni  the  mwediiM  wa 
Ml  «»iipfeliid  lai  IM%  The  anatf gwient  of  Ibe  mteii^r  li 
«f|»Ml«lM«lMtifcioM.  TheewlwMowtoentMilidMiHil 
«•  piwitfiirtni  of  Ow  Stamor  ia  tlie  T^vipte,  eaMmted  hf 
tmOlkhmmB^imgm  by  Df.  Wall. 

Ha  loBftM^  m^  •^mo  af  Iba  dMagaiibafl  {enona  vbooa 
aiMa  aM  aMpartttW  to  tha  arholaBliaaanala  of  tbia  bataa:«*^ 
Br.  Ballets  BUK>pafBi»bttM,  aatbaro^lha'^  Anatogy J'  tb^ 
bMi  liighadi,  tha  piawnwl  aafthor  of  Pktoe  Ploattaiu  Air 
Rabgk  Afyana,  ibe  itpabKaan,  nbeea  tolanto  aad 
wen  af  the  tet  dcacripliiMi^  tiioiigb  hkjadyiat 
Ml  a  aaafite  toi  «M  Maem  epM  of  tha  tonaa  in  libitb.  ha 
fiai4  Uf<  ObiaiJMkioa  Hoh,  audi  the  el^^aat  aad  jndieiana 
«v»  Jaeepv  waMOP^ 
Ihe  taaialy  aaawto  o£  a  praeoal,  eighleea  felkwa,  ani  thim 


PEMBROKE  COLLEGE 

ats  faaaM.  eadg^  ia  tha  aoventoeatk  oei^ry,  oa  the  edte  of 
tmdigiln  KaHi  a  any  anciaat  aaiainiry  appeiteining  to  tbia 
fiioiy.  aiai>  ytttewride,  Thb  baft  appean,  from  an  oauaieialioa 
of— aat-thO'pJhMipefa  giTea  by  Wood,  to  have  beiin  the  rsioit 
«f  aHBy«.aBunaai.  aofaolara;  bal:  the  baildinga  were  few  and  irr»-< 

Ha  ImndaUoa  of  Pembnoka.  Goikga  took  pkuDO  ia  eoneec|aanoaf 
of  the  Mlafong  combinatian  of  einsamatonoes.  Tbomaa  Teedal*^ 
aa^a  af  Standford  Diagiey,  in  Berkthito,  who  bad  amested  a 
ntoidgrabla  fortpio  by  %Bpiiig,  aoA  by  deaiiaf  ia  malA^aAd  iK^al, 

fiffst. 
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tnt  at  Abingdon,  and  aflerwards  at  Giympton,  near  WoodiUKi:, 
in  Oxferdahtre,  died  in  the  year  1610,  and  beqnealiled  dOOOL 
for  the  maintenanoe  of  certain  feUows  and  aebolara  from  the  free- 
achool  of  Abingdon,  in  any  of  the  eolleges  of  Oidbrd.  Dr.  Ah- 
hot.  Archbishop  of  Canterbory,  waa  named  as  one  of  thetraalees, 
and  he,  with  the  appforance  of  his  ooadjotora,  at  first  detemiaed 
to  plate  the  Ibnndation  in  Balliol  College.  The  anm  of  dOOL 
vaa  even  advanced  ibr  the  commencement  of  additional  bnlMiags. 
•At  this  janotore  Richard  Wightwick,  B.  D/  reelor  of  Bist  Ikley, 
in  Berkshire,  engaged  to  make  over  some  estates  in  ddofTo- 
dale's  benefaction ;  and  it  was  then  resolved  to  Imrnd  a  new  ed* 
lege  from  these  united  soorees.  A  petition  waa  dnly  presented 
to  the  king  (James  I.)  by  theeorporatiott  of  Abingdon ;  and  his 
majeaty,  in  1624,  granted  the  applicants  permission  to  endows 
porpetnal  coliegt>,  which  should  consist  of  one  master,  or  gover- 
«or,  ten  fellows,  and  ten  scholars,  (or  more  or  less,  aecoording  td 
the  tenor  of  statntes  to.  be  aft^wards  devised,)  within  the  hdl 
denominated  Broadgates.  He  likewise  diieeiad  that  the  new  in* 
atitntiou  should  bear  the  name  of  Pembroke,*  and  should  be  con- 
sidered as  **  the  Fotmdmtum  of  King  Jmrnet;  at  the  coat  uA 
diurges  of  Thomas  Tesdale  and  Richard  Wightwick."  wLik 
the  king  thus  honoured  the  society  by  taking  the  title  of  F^umdtr, 
the  Earl  of  Pembroke  was  styled  Godfather  ;  and  the  two  liberal 
persons  with  whom  the  foundation  originated,  were  termed  the 
foster-parents  of  the  institution. 

The  master  and  sdiokirs  took  possession  immediately,  bat  the 
atatutes  were  not  presented  till  foar  years  aflerwards.  By  these 
it  was  directed  that  the  nnmber  of  Tesdaie'a  feHows  tikoM  be 
seven,  four  to  be  of  his  kindred,  and  the  whole  &  atndy  divinity. 
Of  the  six  scholars  provided  by  his  bounty,  two  were  to  be 
chosen  from  his  poorer  kindred  edncated  in  Abingdon  achool,  if 
sttch  should  occur,  or,  if  not,  from  the  more  needy  of  his  relalives 
in  other  sitilations.    Wightwick^s  fonndation  oonaisled  of  IDOL 

per 

*  In  compliment  of  William  Herbert,  Esrl  of  Pembroke,  who  was  chn- 
oellor  of  the  Uniyersitj  from  1616  to  1630. 
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fir  iMiiiij  f4tf  themnteMiice  of  three  AUows  and  four  scholan, 
tM  #f  eteh  Id  be  chowi  froii  bu  kindred,  ud  the  r^maioder  to 
le  alerted  fron  Ahiiigdon  sgIidoI.  The  right  of  eleetbn  was 
Viited  im  the  naiter  of  the  college,  two  of  Teedale's  senior  fd** 
lovi,.  the  aeijler  of  Christ's  Hospital,  Abingdon,  two  of  the 
ssaiHr  gOFremoni,  and  the  master  of  the  school. 

The  beadactors  to  this  house  have  chiefly  directed  their  aftten» 
tion  to  the  increase  in  nomber  of  the  fellows  and  scholars,  and 
ts  the  endowifieiit  of  exhibitions.  Among  the  contributom  of 
these  daaaea  we  find  the  names  of  Sir  John  fiennett,  K.  B.  after* 
waris  Lord  Ossnlston,  grandson  to  Tesdale ;  George  Townsend, 
«f  Rowell,  in  Gioacestershire,  Esq. ;  George  Morley,  Bishop  of 
Wiiehester;  Lady  Elizabeth  Holford,  and  Sir  John  Phillips, 
Bait  To  these  it  nmst  be  added,  that  King  Charles  L  gave  the 
fatmnage  of  St.  Aldate's  Cbnifch,  Oxford,  and  founded  a  fellow- 
ship fcr  the  natives  of  Guernsey  and  Jersey.  Qoeen  Anne  like^ 
wile  evinced  liberality  of  patronage,  by  annexing  a  prebend  of 
Ghnweslfer  to  the  mastership. 

Pcmbiohe  College  consists  chiefly  of  two  courts,  both  of  which 
•re  on  a  contracted  scale,  with  the  nsual  appendages  of  chapel 
tad  hall.  Only  a  small  portion  of  the  ancient  building  called 
Bisadgatea  Uall  now  remains.  The  greater  parts  of  the  present 
edifice  were  erected,  wiih  the  aid  of  private  contributions,  at 
vsrieus  periods  of  the  seventeenth  century.  The  front  (com- 
pleted in  ld94)  is  an  unomamented  elevation,  with  a  low  tower 
over  the  entrance.  The  quadrangle  is  uniform  in  its  lo>;ding  fea* 
tares,  and  possesses  much  neatness  and  simplicity.  Adjoining 
tbe  college  on  the  north  are  the  master's  lodgings/  a  lumdsome 
Modem  building,  undoubtedly  convenient,  but  affording  no  hint 
of  collegiate  reference  in  its  composition. 

The  Ckapei  is  a  small  but  tasteful  building,  of  the  Ionic  order, 
fiaished  in  1732,  by  the  liberal  assistance  of  Bartholomew  Tip* 
ping;,  Esq.  of  Oxford.  The  interior  is  decoronsly,  though  richly, 
ocnaflMoted.  The  altar*piece  is  a  fine  copy,  by  Cranke,  of  Our 
^vioar  after  his  Resurrection,  as  painted  by  Rubens. 

V0L.XIL  O  The 
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The  bifgitikl  refectory  of  Brioadgiileil  Wk^  kBe  MVWttl 
j)resent  college:  lliis  it>om  U  oifemhelilM  %f€li  i-lMHt-WW. 
JoTinson,  by  Bacon,  presented  by  the  kte  4SaiMel  WlHtMll, 
Esq.  and  conttiins  ^ome  gtfjd  portHlits.  Aoiong^  WA  tW  #M 
cbnspicooas  are  Chfti4e8l.  a  iitie  ai^  inler^tkig  piMfre.  'BilK0|^ 
Morley.  Lord  Ossnlston,  knd  the fobttUenr.  TbelMKikil M<Mgl«i( 
to  the  society  were  formetly  kept  iii  Bt  Aldlste'll  Chttrch;  but 
a  Kbrary  is  now  constructed  ov^  the  hall. 

Several  prelates  h^ve  tecevMi  edttcatibn  III  tMt  Ml^  rf 
whom  the  most  reccAt  IsDr.  Mooire,  Archbishop  of  GMtertMri^* 
Among  the  eminent  of  otber  clksses  oceor  the  fblloWitt^  tiifaMi: 
— IBir  Thomas  Browne,  author  of  iheReiigio  MeiMeL  Cftc^, 
Earl  of  Totne^s,  historian  of  the  Irish  wars.  Sir  JattfM  Uyv, 
Chief  Justice  of  the  King's  Bench.  Phflip  Morai^,  iheUsfa^ 
rian  of  Essex.  Shenstone,  whose  elegance  of  taste  shoald  ai- 
suredly  embalm  his  memory,  siuoe  the  diffieultiea  intA  wlddi  it 
led  him  tended  to  the  shortening  of  his  life.  Grarefi,  liie  con- 
temporary of  Shenstone,  and  the  very  tngemoos  atttbDr  of  the 
"  Spiritual  Quixotte."  Dr.  Johnson,  wfA>8e  acquirements  tkre 
calculated  to  reflect  immortal  honour  on  the  college  wbioh  direeWl 
his  studies  *, 

The  present  members  of  the  society  are  a  mt»ter,  ftoileen  fel- 
lows, and  thirty  scholars  and  exhibitioners. 


QUEEN'S  COLLEGE 

takes  the  sixth  place  in  order  of  foundation,  though  the  preteAt 
splendid  buildings  are  of  a  comparatively  recent  date.  Robert 
Eglesfcld,  Confessor  to  Queen  Phiiippa,  the  ilLustrions  consort  of 
Edward  III.  was  the  ibundcr  of  this  college.  Egtesfeld  de- 
scended from  a  family  of  some  consequence  in  the  oonnty  of 
Cumberland,  and  is  supposed  to  have  been  born  at  a  hamlet 
'called  Eglesfeld,  in  the  parish  of  Brigham.     It  is  spealdng  ft 

anfficieat 

^  Jobnton's  apartment  wm  tbat  ou  Uw  wcond  flour  over  the  giUewfy. 


\  enlogy  «n  hit  tatont  and  integriky,  whei^  We  my  that  ha 
eajnyad  far  many  years  the  fitmiliar  aonfideaee  of*  one  of  the 
timveal  kings  and  most  excellent  qneens  that  ^yer  adorned  tha 
CoglMi  throne.  All  bis  eminent  opportunities  were  employed 
fcy  Bgleafeld  in  defence  of  the  religiotts  establishment,  and  in 
ftaoMlSng  tiie  dissemination  of  letters.  He  died  in  the  year 
lSi9>y  and  Gongh  is  inclined  to  believe  that  he  was  buried  in  the 
original  chapel  of  this  college,  and  that  a  brsas  plate,  fbond  ander 
tte  oommnnion  table,  forms  a  part  of  his  sepnlcfaral  record.  This 
teass  "  represents  a  priest  in  a  cap  and  rich  rocket  powdered,  witli 
JUurs  de  its  in  lozenges,  heed  and  hemmed  with  a  difibrent  bor- 
der, and  fiiSlened  on  the  breast  with  a  jewel.  The  sleeves  of  the 
Mack  gown  are  faoed  with  fur.''  It  is  certain  thst  the  founder 
is  traditipually  reported  to  have  been  buried  in  this  chapel. 

Om*  local  partialities  become  useful  virtues,  under  certain  mo* 
We  have  seen  that  a  fond  predilection  for  the  Alpine 
of  Wales  assisted  in  stimulating  Ap  Rice  .to  the  fonn>* 
dation  of  a  college  for  the  benefit  of  that  principality.  A  vene- 
villon  for  the  district  in  which  his  youthful  days  were  passed 
Maced  Egfebfeld"  to  obtain  a  charter  fixmi  Edward  III.  in  the 
year  1840,  fbr  such  a  collegiate  hall  a^  might  train  the  genius 
and  caHivate  the  worth 'of  those  north  country  men  who  had 
hitherto  been  too  moch  engaged  in  party  broils  and  border- 
violence. 

In  a  very  early  stage  of  this  undertaking  be  appears  to  have 
received  encouragement  fh>m  the  court ;  for,  in  the  original  char- 
ter, the  new  institution  in  termed  Aui^Sckolarium  Regin^e  de 
Oxcm.  Philippa  shortly  became  the  professed  protectress  of  the 
society,  and  the  honorary  patronage  has  ever  since  been  vested  ih 
the  qneena  of  England. 

The  members  specified  in  the  charter  were  a  provost  and  twelve 
ihHows,  or  scholars.  The  provost  to  be  in  holy  orders,  and  (b 
he  elected  from  the  fellows.  The  whole  to  be,  in  the  first  in- 
stance, natives  of  Cumberland  and  Westmorland ;  but  afterwards 
Is  be  partly  chosen  from  other  counties  in -which  ihe  college 
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nigbt  poMCM  pvDperty.  A  prefereace  wu  regulariy  to  be  gttea  to. 
E|^l€tfeld's  own  kindred ;  but  only  four  clainiauU»  on  the  pica  of 
consangsinily,  have  appeared  throughout  the  many,  socceeding 
agea.  In  the  numl>er  of  scholars  specified  by  the  charter  it  is 
beliered  that  the  founder  alluded  to  the  twelve  apostles,  and  he 
intended  to  add  seventy  poor  scholars,  in  attention  to  the  seventy 
disciples  of  Christ .  The  same  pious  fancy  operated  on  the  choioe 
of  nuqibers  made  by  the  illustrious  Wykeham. 

Statutes  for  the  regulation  of  the  college  were  presented  in  the 
year  of  foundation ;  and,  in  the  tenor  of  these,  exist  some  pe> 
tiuliaritiesi  which,  tliough  not  very  important,  demand  notice. 
The  members  were  to  be  summoned  to  meals  by  the  sound  of  a 
horn,  or  trumpet.  Then  the  fellows,  clad  in  robes  of  scarlet, 
were  tu  lako  place  on  one  side  of  the  board,  and  to  propose  philo- 
sophical arguments  to  tlie  poor  scholars,  who  were  ordered  to 
kneel  on  the  side  opposite.  No  woudcr  that  learning  was  ooa- 
iined  to  a  few,  in  ages  during  which  the  approaches  to  it  were 
rendered  so  painful  and  de-grading  I  The  scarlet  robes  of  the 
fellows  have  long  since  disappeared,  and  the  scholars  no  longer 
kneel,  to  propound  philosophical  questions,  either  before  or  after 
meat,  but  a  tiiinipet  still  summons  the  students  to  the  table  of 
refreshment,  and  thus  forcibly  reminds  the  auditor  of  periods  ia 
which  the  vassal's  horn  occupied  the  place  of  the  modem  dinner- 
bell. 

The  death  of  Egtesield  was  a  severe  misfortune  to  the  society. 
He  had  not  failed  to  make  continual  purchases^  when  opportunities 
offered,  for  tlie  enlaig^psnt  of  the  college  premises,  and  had  pre- 
vailed on  his  royal  protector  to  bestow  several  advowsons  for  tbe 
permanent  benefit  of  the  instttotion ;  but  the  collegiate  build- 
ings were  yet  incomplete ;  and,  undoubtedly,  much  court-bounty 
was  subsequently  lost  through  tbe  want  of  an  advocate. 

Many  benefactors,  however,  speedily  arose,  by  whose  judicious 
beneficence  the  number  of  members  was  increased,  and  tbe  re- 
venues and  church-patronage  of  the  college  greatly  augmented  ; 
but  it  is  impossible  to  avoid  surprise  on  finding  that,  in  the  long 
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list  of  these  libera)  donorK^  few  occur  coimeeted  with  thuse 
northerii  districts  for  the  pecuHur  benefit  of  which  the  iusiitolaoii 
WIS  originally  designed.  The  queens  who  have  honoured  Um 
college  with  benefactions  are,  besides  the  excellent  Philippa, 
Henrietta  Maria,  the  consort  of  Charles  I.  ^t  whose  request  thai 
king  gave  three  rectories,  and  as  many  vicarages.  Queen  Cavo^ 
line,  who,  in  1733,  contributed  10001.  to  assist  in  the  completieii 
of  the  buildingf ,  and  ber  majesty  the  present  Queen  Charlotte^ 
who  presented  the  sum  of  10001.  in  aid  of  the  repairs  rendered 
necessary  by  a  fire  in  the  year  1778. 

Among  the  benefiictious  of  the  18th  century  was  one  so 
important  in  its  nature  that  it  has  obtained  the  credit  of  a  new 
Ibondation.  In  the  year  1739,  John  Michel,  Esq.  of  Rich* 
Bond  in  Surrey,  bequeathed  manors  and  lands  to  the  estimated 
value  of  7001.  per  atmum,  chiefly  for  the  maintenance  of  eight 
master  fellows,  four  bachelor  scholars,  and  four  exhibitioners; 
and  for  the  erection  of  suitable  buildings  for  the  accommodation 
of  the  masters  and  bachelors.  Some  legal  delays  look  place,  but 
the  bequest  was  confirmed,  by  an  Act  of  Pdrliament,  in  1751. 

Queen's  College  consists  of  two  courts,  the  utmost  extent 
of  which  forms  an  obloug  of  300  feet  in  length,  by  220  in 
breadth.  The  grand  front  is  constructed  on  the  south,  and  con- 
slitnles  one  of  the  chief  ornaments  of  the  High  Street,  so  rich  io 
architectural  b^uties.  In  the  centre  is  the  richly  •embellished 
gate  of  entrance,  over  which,  beneath  a  cupola  supported  by  piU 
lars,  is  a  statue  of  Queen  Caroline.  The  exterior  of  the  qnad- 
rangle^cloisler,  in  which  are  worked  many  niches,  extends  on 
either  side.  The  extremities  of  the  cast  and  west  ranges  of 
chambers,  ornamented  with  a  pediment,  and  surmounted  by  throe 
alatoes,  abut  ou  the  High  Street,  tintl  complete  the  display  of 
the  front 

The  inUrior  of  the  court  (140  feet  lon^,  by  130  broad,]  is 
among  the  finest  collegiate  examples  of  modern  elegance.  A 
Mty  cloister  is  constructed  to  the  whole  length  of  three  of  the 
^ides.    Above  this  cloister,  on  the  vest,  arc  two  stories,  coa- 
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Mtiog  of  the  CMnnon  room,  a  spacious  gallery  coauBtlDtflrtitig 
with  tba  htll»  and  apartments  lor  the  fellows.    The  eastern  aide 
Is  occupied  by  ehamben  fer  the  society.    On  the  north  is  a  iae 
elevation,  vhich  dirides  the  two  conrts,  and  consists  of  the  chapel 
aad  the  hall.    In  the  centre  are  four  columns  of  the  Doric  ordetj 
supporting  a  pediment,  the  tympanum  of  which  is  adorned  with 
hmblematical  sculpture.    Pilasters  are  placed  between  the  lateral 
windows,  and  a  balustrade  ranges  along  the  whole  of  the  lop. 
The  first  stone  of  this  quadrangle  was  laid  on  the  anniyeraary  of 
Queen  Anne's  birth,  February  6,  1710;   but  the  whole  waa 
iwt  completed  till  1759;  and,  in  the  year  1778,  the  interior  of 
the  west  side  was  totally  consumed  by  fire.     We  have  already 
observed  that  her  present  majesty  liberally  contributed  to  the  re» 
atoration  of  the  building,  and  a  generous  emulation  among  varioiia 
gentlemen  ivho  had  received  education  in  the  college  readily  sup- 
plied all  that  was  afterwards  wanting.    The  architect  of  this  court 
was  Hawksmoor,  though  the  design  is  said  to  have  originated  either 
with  Sir  Christipher  Wren  or  Dr.  Lancaster.     The  whole  beats 
considerable  resemblance  to  the  Luxembourg  Palace  in  Paris. 

The  inner,  or  north  court,  is  in  dimensions  130  feet  by  90. 
On  the  west  is  the  library,  the  front  of  which  is  abundantly 
ornamented.  The  other  three  sides  are  occupied  by  chambers  Uvr 
the  society.  The  buildings  of  this  college,  on  the  whole,  affiird 
high  gratification  to  the  examiner,  though  we  have  been  so  long 
accustomed  to  unite  the  ideas  of  Gothic  magnificence  and  aolem- 
nity  with  collegiate  structures,  that  we  unavoidably  feel  pain  on 
beholding  a  departure  from  modes  o(  ancient  construction,  even 
if  convenience  be  attained  by  the  change  of  manner.  Yet,  per- 
haps, now  that  we  have  thrown  aside  the  dark  and  superstitiotta 
practices  of  monkish  ages,  it  may  he  desirable,  when  new  buildiuga 
are  formed  on  au  extensive  scale,  to  abandon  also  their  captivating, 
but  gloomy  style  of  architecture. 

The  interior  of  Uie  Ckapcl  is  enriched  with  ornaments  of  the 
Corinthian  order.  The  ceiling  is  painted  by  Sir  James  Thorn* 
hill  to   represent  the  Ascension,  and  the  windows  are  chiefly 
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^^  F^  Pi!^^'^  fi^^^,  removed  from  the  old  chapel.  Of  tliese 
the  ^^  w^re  executed  hv  Vau  Lii^e;  but  the  cotpurs  of  the 
jQifa  ^c^ipt  wii^^o^B  ^^  ^VJ^  remarkably  brilliant^  though  tlie 
^iciasitu^e^  of  three  centuries  have  not  failed  to  impair  their 
kstr^  The  irindow  over  the  altar  contains  the  Holy  Family, 
e:|^^uted  hy  Price,  ii\  17 J7,  under  which  is  placed  a  cppy,  by 
Cr^i^ko,  of  Corr^gio's  celebrated  Ni^ht  Piece,  in  the  Dresden 
<Jall€i[y. 

Tl^e  Hall  is  a  fine  room,  sixty  feet  by  tliirty^  lighted  by  many 
tpfty  windows,  iB^ith  an  opening,  designed  for  an  orchestra,  com- 
nmiiicatin^  ^jt^i  the  gallery  over  tbq  west  cloister.  The  roof 
is  beautifully  arched,  and  the  upper  part  of  the  wiudows  is 
a4o^ed  with  numerous  portraits  on  g;lass,  among  which  are  those 
of  l^dyard  |IL  ^nd  Queen  Philippa,  Henry  V.  Charles  I.  and  II. 
with  their  queens.  The  paintings  on  9auYas  contain  portraits  of 
Qi^een  f  hilippa^  Qi^een  Anne,  Queen  Caroline,  her  present  vfo.* 
jestjj  Addiso^,  TickeU>  &c.  A  numerous  collection  of  portraits,^ 
both  ancient  au^  moderp,  likewise  ornaments  the  gallery. 

The  i^ibrary  w^f  built  towards  the  end  of  the  17th  century, 
and  is  on^  ^ f  tjie  largest  rooms  of  it$i  kiud  attached  to  any  col- 
le^^  in  th€  University,  it  being  123  feet  in  Ien^h>  and  of  a  pro- 
portionable breadth.  The  ceiling  is  stuccoed  with  much  taste, 
and  th^  cases  in  which  the  books  are  ranged  are  finely  carved. 
Anipng  tUe  books  are  the  collections  of  Bishop  Barlow,  Sir 
John  Floyer,  Mr.  Michel,  and  many  curious  manuscripts  (chiefiy 
heraldic)  bequeathed  by  Sir  Joseph  Williamson.  This  room, 
likewise,  contains  an  excellent  orrery,  presented,  in  1763^  by 
six  gentlemen  commoners,  and  several  good  portraits,  and  busts 
of  bene&ctors.  Among  the  portraits  must  be  viewed  with  some 
iuterest  two  very  ancient  paintings  on  glass  of  Henry  V.  and 
Cardinal  Beaufort,  both  of  which  were  formerly  in  a  room  of  the 
old  bnildings,  called  Henry  Y.'s  chamber.  A  catit,  in  plaster  of 
Paris,  of  the  Florentine  Boar,  given  by  Sir  Roger  Newdigate,  also 
forms  a  part  of  the  library  ornaments. 

The  list  of  distinguished  scholars  produced  by  this  house  is 
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Very  exteiwive.  nrom  this  we  select  a  few  of  the  aaiies  wUdi 
appear  meet  inlemtiDg.  Cardinal  Beaufort,  whoiie  character, 
though  not  free  from  turhulence  and  ambition,  has  undoubtedly 
been  darkened  by  Shakspeare,  for  the  purpose  of  eifecting  poetiosl 
contrast.  Dr.  Gibson,  Bishop  of  London,  tlie  editor  of  Camden, 
and  founder  of  the  preacherships  at  Whitehall.  Dr.  Tanner, 
Bishop  of  St.  Asaph,  the  learned  writer  of  the  Notitia.  Burton, 
the  commentator  on  Antoninus.  Sir  John  Floyer,  a  physician 
highly  deserving  of  praise,  for  having  laboured  to  vender  bathmg 
in  cold  water  a  foshiouable  presenrative  of  health.  Halley,  the 
Savilian  professor,  eminent  for  philosophical  acquirements.  Wy- 
cherly,  the  elegant  dramatic  writer.  Edward  Rowe  Mores,  the 
antiquary ;  and  Dr.  Bum,  who  has  rendered  incaleulable  service 
to  every  rank  of  his  countrymen  by  his  celebrated  work  on  the 
Duties  and  Office  of  a  Justice  of  the  Peace. 

Besides  these  there  is  an  illustrious  student  claimed  by  Qaeen's 
College,  though  the  correctness  of  the  claim  has  been  disputed 
hy  some  modern  writfirs.  King  Henry  V.  is  supposed  to  have 
been  placed  here,  under  the  care  of  Cardinal  Beaufort  No  poai- 
tive  record  exists  to  prove  the  circumstance,  for  the  havoc  among 
4:ollege  manuscripts  effected  by  the  various  visitors  during  im* 
pending  changes  in  the  religious  establishment,  preyed  alike  on 
the  innoxious  memorials  of  past  days,  and  the  aealous  prodnctioos 
of  adverse  opinionists ;  but  a  chamber  in  the  old  college  was 
termed,  from  age  to  age,  Henry  V/s  room ;  and  on  a  window  of 
this  apartment  was  a  portrait  of  the  king,  now  preserved  (as  has 
-been  mentioned)  in  the  library,  with  ihe  following  inscription ; 

In  perpetoam  Ret  MemortMSi 

Imperator  BritJiiuu»» 

Trittmplwtor  Galliv 

Hostiom  victor,  et  tui* 

Hemicufl  Qaintai  Hujut  CoIlegit| 

£t  Cubiculi  (minati  acilicet} 

0)im  magnut  locohi, 

u 
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It  m,  Gkewiae,  Bmi\f  Holliogalied  that  irheD  Henry,  then 
Kiee  of  Waks^  repaiied  to  ooort^  in  order  to  dear  hioiaelf  irooi 
the  ioiNitatioii  of  diaaolvte  indolence,  he  wore  ''  a  gown  of  Uue 
Httia,  faU  of  oilet  holes,  and  at  every  hole  a  needle  hanging  by 
a  silkeD  thread/'  If  we  admit  the  Talidity  of  HoUingshed'a 
Urterical  evidence,  this  passage  appears  to  set  the  argument  at 
reit  For,  in  ofaeervance  of  a  fimcifiil  derivation  of  Egleefeld, 
the  tonnder'B  name,  from  aignille,  needle,  wadjli,  thread,  it  has 
licea,  from  a  very  eariy  period,  the  cnstom  for  the  bnrsar  of  the 
oolkge  to  give  to  each  student,  on  New  Year's  Day,  a  needle 
sad  thread,  saying  at  the  same  time,  "  take  this  and  be  thrifty/' 
Mb  oondnct  could  be  more  judicious  than  for  the  accused  prince  to 
fffsseiit  the  emblem  of  such  good  advice,  in  token  of  his  carefal 
raaemhraace  of  collegiate  discipline. 

The  prefMut  members  of  the  society  are  a  provost,  sixteen  fel* 
loivs,  eight  taberdars,  (so  termed  from  a  short  gown,  called  taber« 
don,  which  formed  part  of  their  original  dress,)  sixteen  scholars, 
two  chaplains,  two  clerks,  and  forty  exhibitioners,  besides  those 
on  Mr.  Michel's  foundation.  The  students,  unconnected  with  any 
foondatioD,  are  very  numerous. 


ST.  JOHN'S  COLLEGE. 

This  college  was  (bunded  by  Sir  Thomas  White,  who  was  bora 
in  the  year  1492,  of  a  trading  fiunily,  at  Reading  iu  Berkshire. 
He  left  his  native  place  when  twelve  years  of  age,  and  was  ap« 
prenticed  for  the  term  of  ten  years  to  a  merchant  in  I/iMon. 
His  eondact,  while  in  this  subordinate  situation,  was  so  exemplary 
thai  his  master  bequeathed  him  the  sum  of  oue  hundred  pounds^ 
with  which,  and  a  small  property  inherited  from  bis  fiither,  he 
commenced  business.  Industry  now  produced  affluence,  and  af* 
floeuce  procured  civic  honours.  He  served  tlie  ofioe  of  Lord 
Mayor,  in  16S3,  and  was  knighted  by  Queen  Mary  for  his  op* 
foiitioo  to  the  impotent  and  deluded  Sir  Thomas  Wyatt. 
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wWvrt;iwi  Pf  liM^l  ifimii^fftp^.  \^9  »Yfi  ^^  ^?m  W*  HWf 
Vlt^«  (<^paf%ti<w%  of  povevtry,  of  Bristol,  an^  Wm^\  ftf 
t>|^  felief  of  the  %g^  S|f4  ^^  eBcof^ragem^pt  of  youfg*  trndfa^ef 
fipp(e$s€4  by  a  wai^t  ^  capita};  and»  i(&  ilie  year  ld,^^teol^ 
^^  ll^rmisi^c^  iX9^  Pl}ilip  ax^d  Mary  tc^  foua^  ^  folieg^  to  ihf 
'^  pi#s6  and  hpnoai;  of  f3od,  th^  Virgin  Mary,  dflA  SU  John  ^f 
^^tis|/'  for  rte  |itQ4<<^^  o^  P>Y>^ity»  Phil9*ophy>  ^^  U^e  A^f^ 
It  app^ra  that  he  at  lirst  intei^ded  \fi  placQ  his  iiistittttioil  at 
Readipg,  though  ho  Vfus  af^^waixls  persuaded  to  relia^uisb  ^ 
kloa.  U^  di^  at  Oxfo^rd  in  1566^  a^  was  buqed  ixk  %he  cb^ 
gf  hia  own  foun^t^on  ^. 

It  is  in  some  shape  pleasing  \o  ^d  that  the  wl^ole  of  the  9<^* 
l^ge§  iishi^h  GOJ^pose  thja  spleudi^  Un^v^r&i^y  wcfe  not,  foiufied 
ky  prelates^  w^o  par^qo)^  of  the  digpity  of  the  ci^qrch  as  |o/merl] 
est^lished,  pr  by  qthc^r  p^aons  of  clqvated  rank,  yihtM^  early  op- 
y^ir^iuUea  etta|>^e4  the^  to  ascf  c^^ip  \\ie  chs^ms  of  ^ni^g  by 
^t^l  igiLperieBCf .  Assnr^ly  i^  is  inqc|i  to  the  houf^r  of  oi}r 
country  that  men,  like  the  chief  bene^(or  of  P^m^foke  and  \be 
founder  of  St.  John's,  whose  lives  were  passed  in  commercial  . 
specnlatiou,  should  entertain  views  so  enlarged  as  to  project  the 
encouragement  of  learping,  tfiqugh  tjic;^  probably  only  knew  what 
learning  meant  by  observing  its  happy  influence  on  the  morals 
||^d 'mappers  of  society. 

The  spot  chosen  fc^r  the  new  foundatlop  was  t|ie  aite  of  St  Ber- 
luprd's  pojiege,  a  hof|s^  founded  for  sc^plara  o[  tbe  Cisf ercian  or- 
der by*  Archbishop  Chichele,  but  whic)i  had  been  granted  by 
Henry  VIII.  at  the  Dissolution,  to  the  establishment  of  Christ 
Church.  The  whole  premises  enjoyed  by  the  Cistercians  coo* 
aisted  only  of  two  acres;  but  an  additional  plot  of  about  fouf  acres, 
nearly  completing  the  bounds  of  the  present  college,  was  soon 
purchased  by  the  founder. 

A  body 

*  It  has  been  asMrted  by  some  thai  this  gencroua  roao  dkd  in  indigeia 
fircainitaBces.    But  there  b  no  authority  for  such  an  atserCioo. 


Ihh  of  ttAtnlQ^ im  giy^  «hoT»ly  after  Ih9  ffw^^frtitfii.  (qt 
vikb  the  aqiuety  »  inadl^  to  c«iisd«|  of  ft  president,  $fty  fellow 
aid  ttWsci^  Ibr^  obaplmps,  thrqc  c\^9  and  aix  cbomtara* 
Tbe  oEpense  of  nabileiiaDce  ii^^  however,  found  90  great  ib%t 
tke  eli«pUiiui,  derka,  aod  cfioriateni,  were  ^b^trtly  diftooatiqued. 
The  itatiites  nearly  resembje  in  form  those  of  New  C^Hftge,  a^4 
ue  believed  to  have  heen  drawn  by  Sir  Williann  Pofdall^  master 
<if  tlie  RoHs,  who  was  i^tpoioted  by  the  fauoder  visitor  for 
life. 

The  beoe&cton  to  thia  college  are  au«ierpqs^  and  q^^ny  of  the 
eoatribationa  are  on  an  extensive  scale.  Among  the  fricnda  of  ao 
iibeial  an  endowment  it  is  pleasing  to  find  tlie  names  of  the  foI« 
loviag  citizens  of  London  :^8ir  Robert  Dacie,  Hn^h  Uenley^ 
Walter  Fisb>  George  Palm,  Jefiry  Elwes,  and  George  Benson. 
Of  the  other  bene&ctors  the  chief  are  Arohbishop  laud.  Sr. 
Jaxon,  Aichbiahop  of  Canterbury^  who  gave  70001.  Sir  Wil** 
lias  Paddy,  president  of  the  college  of  physicians,  by  whom  the 
pcesent  choir  was  founded.  Dr.  RawUoson,  and  Dr.  Holmes^  pre* 
sident  of  St.  John's^  from  whose  generosity,  aided  by  that  of  his 
hdj,  the  society  received  the  sum  of  15,0001. 

The  buildings  appertaining  to  the  institntion  of  Archbishop 
Chicbele  formed  the  first  residence  of  Sir  Thomas  White's  society. 
Bat  extensive  improvements  were  speedily  eflfected,  and  the  col* 
h^  DOW  possesses  two  fine  quadrangles,  with  all  accustomed  ool* 
legiate  elevations. 

St  John's  College  is  situate  near  the  northern  entrance  to  the 
city,  and  has,  in  front,  a  wide  terrace  and  a  row  of  lofty  elms.  The 
fece  towards  the  street  is  regular  in  its  features,  and  interesting: 
in  general  character.  Over  the  chief  entrance  is  a  square  tower, 
with  a  canopied  niche  on  each  side  of  a  bay  window.  In  a  nicba 
richly  canopied  in  the  upper  division  is  a  statue  of  St  Bernard. 
An  embattled  parapet  is  constructed  at  the  top. 

The  first  quadrangle  contains  the  hall  and  chapel,  the  president's 
lodgings,  and  chambers  for  the  fellows  and  scholars.  The  build* 
tags  intended  for  the  use  of  the  society  are  low,  but  commodious. 

The 
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The  character  of  the  whole  is  Gotbie,  with  an  emhattted  parapet 
rangcing^  along  the  top ;  hut,  in  too  many  iustances,  convenience  has 
,been  snflfered  to  prevail  over  ta&te,  and  sashes  have  heen  sobsti- 
tuted  for  the  original  stone  compartments  and  venerable  casements. 
•  The  second  quadrangle  is  the  most  saperb  part  of  the  stnictore. 
This  court  (with  the  exception  of  the  south  sidc^  in  which  is  the 
library,)  was  erected  at  the  entire  expense  of  A rcii bishop  laud, 
from  a  design  by  Inigo  Jones.  The  whole  display  is  rich  and 
eaptivating;  but,  when  deliberately  examined,  the  building  is 
not  calculated  to  reflect  unmixed  credit  on  the  memory  of  the 
architect.  Inigo  Jones  continually  laboured  to  elicit  effect^  but 
he  too  often  paid  little  atteutioti  to  the  means  by  which  that 
result  was  produced.  No  man  of  his  era  was  so  great  a  mas- 
ter of  the  perspective  of  archltectnre ;  but  many  of  his  buildingH 
rather  dazzle  the  eye  than  satisfy  the  Judgment,  when  closely  in* 
spected.  The  ranges  of  this  quadrangle  are  low,  in  observance 
of  the  original  mode  of  collegiate  construction.  The-  apartments 
on  the  east  and  west  are  built  over  cloisters,  supported  by  eight 
pillars,  and  ornamented  with  busts  of  the  Cardinal  and  Christian 
virtues.  The  general  character  of  the  buildings,  independent  of 
iheir  cloisters,  gateways,  and  numerous  extrinsic  ornamented  is 
Gothic  ;  and  an  embattled  parapet  is  formed  along  the  top  of  the 
whole  court  But,  in  the  oentre  of  the  east  and  west  divisions, 
is  a  splendid  gateway,  composed  of  the  three  Greek  orders.  On 
aline  with  the  cloisters  are  double  columns  of  the  Doric.  After 
various  sculptured  embellishments^  double  Ionic  columns  then 
take  pkice,  and  support  a  semicircular  pediment.  On  the  face  of 
the  one  gateway  is  a  brass  statue  of  Charles  1.  *  and  on  the  other 
a  stetee,  hkcwisC  cast  in  brass,  of  his  queen.  Both  are  placed  be- 
tween columns  of  the  Corinthian  order. 

The  rauge  of  structure  which  looks  towards  the  gardens,  and 

which 

*  King  (  hark 5  cotitiibuUd  SCO  tons  of  liinlier,  from  the  fure&ls  of  Sliot- 
•▼cr  411(1  SloH,  toivard^  the  buildings  of  ihii  court.  The  it.itue^  were  cast 
by  F»tnelli  iif  florcice,  aiid  were  taken  down  snd  secreted  during  tlie  ciiit 
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irUch  ibiiM  m  Mooad  front  of  the  eastern  divisicii  of  IbiA'iqnih 
dittgK  w  the  nost  interesting  and  nnol^ectionable.  This  con- 
sirti  of  five  bay  windows  of  delicate  workmanship,  8a|i|»orted  Iqr 
biackels  of  -sealptured  stone.  At  each  tennination  is  a  pediment 
of  aiiy  proportions,  and  a  battlement  ranges  along  theintermedir 
ale  upaee.  The  gardens  spread  al  the  base  of  this  fine  ebvtftion 
tie  very  extensive,  and  the  manner  in  which  they  are  disposed  is 
SB  ksnonr  to  the  recent  period  in  which  the  arrangement  look 
plsoiu  Mason  himself  (to  whom  the  picturesque  in  gardening 
iiso  aneh  indebted)  might  have  walked  through  these  lovely  ra- 
cemes withoat  finding  subject  for  critical  animadveraion. 

Tke  Hall,  situate  on  the.  north  side  of  the  first  quadrangle,,  is 
the  original  refectory  of  the  institution  dedicated  to  St.  Bernard, 
tlMm^  it  has  undergone  many  necessary  and  important  altera- 
tioss.  It  is  now  a  fine  and  well-proportioned  room,  the  sides 
vuBscotted,  and  the  roof  arched  and  ornamented  with  much 
cbtfteness  of  design.  The  screen  is  of  Portland  stone,  and  is 
oamently  handsome.  The  walls  are  adorned  by  portraits  of  the 
fouadcr.  Archbishops  Land,  and  Juxon,  Sir  William  Paddy,  and 
other  eminent  men  connected  with  the  college ;  and  likewise,  by  a 
a  vbole  length  of  his  present  Ms^esty,  painted  by  Ramsay. 

Tkf  lAhrary  runs  through  the  upper  story  of  the  cast  and 
wath  sides  of  the  second  quadrangle,  and  was  constructed  at  two 
divtinct  times.  The  part  on  the  south  was  completed  towards 
tbe  end  of  the  16tb  ceutury  by  benefactions  from  the  company  of 
Merchant  Taylors,  aided  by  the  liberality  of  some  members  of  the 
college.  The  eastern  division  was  formed  by  Archbishop  Laud, 
ud  is  an  extensive  and  fine  apartment.  The  book-cases  are 
bigbly  eadbellished,  and  are  skilfully  contrived  to  answer  the 
parpose  of  a  gallery.  The  books  thus  rendered  easy  of  ap- 
proach by  the  judicious  mode  of  arrangement  are  very  numerous, 
sad  of  the  most  valuable  description.  Among  them  is  Arch- 
Liibop  Land's  colleetion  of  manuscripts.  The  following  iii* 
tnestiog  prodnctions  of  art^  besides  some  natural  curiosities,  add 

to 
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«  llm  ftAMetibn  of  HA  Hbniyi  a  ftie  ■Mitae4tf  <!ImAm  L 
Moilie  painti&flrs  4yA  eop^^r  df  the  afoMle^,  ilinM^bfld  iij€M> 
0oici.  A  cQcions  f^re  of  St  Johtti  0dniied  in  hi||1M%  bf 
lAid>ert  Goritfs,  and  a  bnut  EAgle»  eiteiiled  with  vety  iifcridr 
-skill  and  spirit,  by  Mr.  Snelzler  of  Oxford;  in  lUa  Mm  hM 
had  the  honoar  tn  entertain  King  Chmlea  i.  hfs  ipeea^  Ike 
Prinoe  Electar,  and  many  of  the  tonrtita>  in  1096.  "  I  tfauk 
JGM/'  tays  the  Arcbbishoi^,  ''  I  had  the  haM»i»te  thil  ill 
thittgi  were  in  verie  good  ottfit,  and  that  no  ima  ivent  ent  of 
•the  gaftca,  courtier  or  olher,  but  contented/'  A  pby  w  afttt- 
waidfl  presented  in  the  hall,  and  the  college  isfephtted  hy  Wood 
4o  have  been,  kx  ttiat  time, "  so  iPeH  fiiniiahed  te  thai  thejr  M  Dot 
•Iberrow  any  one  aetor  ftoa  any  college  in  the  Uniirersky/' 

The  chief  parts  of  the  Ckapd  are  the  lame  whieh  appoktiMI 
•to  the  original  inolitation.  Considerable  impiiotemintB  Hm 
toade  by  Sir  Thomas  While,  and  the  general  ehanlettr  «f  Ik 
interfor  has  been  Utered  at  a  more  recent  period.  The  0*iS- 
tUan  order  notr  preraihi  thronghont.  Over  the  ooniaiiiliioii  iMe 
is  a  fine  piece  of  tapei^,  after  Titian,  representm^  Oar  8t- 
-Vionr,  with  the  Disciples,  si  Emmans.  The  figares  ars  ssid  to 
he  porUraita  of  the  Pope,  the  kings  of  Pirance  and  Sj^ia,  ssd 
Titian.  Over  the  handsome  Corinthian  screea  is  placM  a  very 
good  otghtf. 

A  sitiatlelr  chapel,  on  the  north  side  of  the  ancient  baildiag^wia 
erected  in  1662.  The  roof  is  tindy  enriched  in  the  (Sothic  wn- 
ner,  and  ornamented  with  the  arms  of  Archbishop  Laud. 
.  Within  the  walls  aiy  deposited  the  remains  of  the  fottader>  of 
ArehbMiop  Laud,  (first  interred  at  AUhallows,  Barking,  sesr 
the  Tower  of  London)  and  of  Archbishop  Jtt&on,  logelhfr 
with  many  other  eminent  personr  connected  with  St.  iohn't. 
On  the  north  wall  is  a  msrbie  urn,  which  oootains  the  heart 
of  the  benevolent,  but  eccentric.  Dr.  Rawlinson,  who  contributed 
largely  to  the  prosperity  of  the  college.  The  remainder  of  his 
body  was  interred  in  the  church  of  St  Giles,  Oxford. 

Is 
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IM  iflebdd  bttiMittJs*,  i«i«  iMol»»  Mil  ekqufeite  sod^lttt, 
ftmr  iik  ^^«i^  ^^i  vtini^doias  mkmnVktge,  mIj  «l  iim>nda% 
cM»'^  ^klilUliMii  The  dntiiigiiiihed  ^cholan,  kiid  ^nd^ 
tteiAtf  lieiMien  of  4lie  mow  active  waikB  of  sooiety,  raised  fty^ 
tBUkfgmto  iMiiliitiMi,  are  the  snbjeeto  of  its  vational  pride.  TKe 
Mo#iag  limited  mleeltmi  of  names  connected  with  this  famiae 
«ill  %e  soiBefiMit  to  ]^oVe  Hiat  the  wor^j  foander  is  entitle  lb 
kh»|;raliliide  «f  poslKrity :«— Arebhishop  Land,  the  ^torf  of  tiifmm 
ff«iiitfal  Mb  IS-  so  weH  known.  He  was  saebeaaively  aehokr, 
fttlMr;  grimnar-teotaffcr,  dirinity  lecturer*^  and  {kesldenl  mi 
8t  MnV.  Dr/Jttxon,  ArchbiBfaop  of  CaEntcrbnry,  who  aHeadcd 
lb  Ibft  ieafflild  his  iH-ikted  msirter,  Charles  I.  Gregory  Matti^, 
the  priiti|ml  tmhsbitor  of  the  Rhenish  Testament.  Sbirhsy>  tlia 
Miaikift:  Hhr  BnfctrDde  WfaiteIocb;e>  the  tery  aUe  annilHt  af 
bft  ow«i  iBMMIronb  era.  AMoagh  Whiteledce  proved^  <m  sevv- 
nl  dUirtalis^  ^at  his  political  maxims  were  of  a  doetile  teacturt^ 
tbepfiocii|ile  of  gmtilade  was  active  in  his  bosom.  He  hadiw- 
c^^  IbilrooTa  white  at  eoH^ge  fipom  Archbishop  Land,  and  he  re- 
solai^y  raftaed  to  asstst  in  the  prosecotion  of  his  former  friend. 
AaibMe  Bbnwicke,  one  of  the  most  erudite  masters  of  Merehaiii 
Tijftor%  Sdiool.  Dr.  Dncarel,  an  dkntiqnary  of  eminent  attiiiH 
fl(ttls«  Dr.  John  M onro^  the  physician.  WhaUey  tim  cooMnei^ 
Wdrdi  Ben  Jonum,  aifd  Deiin  Tockev. 

The  livings  poslMsM  by  this  Allege  are  nnmenms.  The  pi^ 
ccatiaenibbn  are  m  president,  fifty  fellows,  two  chaphdiw,  and 
aiMr.  mrty-smu  of  the  felloes  are  chosen  ifirob  Mefdbam 
Vaylor^8Dhobl. 

TftlWlTY  COULBeB. 

The  chader  for  fonnding  this  college  was  obtained  froin  Philip 
wkI  Blsry,  in  tiia  year  1664,  by  8ir  Thomai  Pope.    The  fimader 

*  On  •  foundsUon  by  Mn.  M«ye«  Moee  lotC* 


iTM  bom  al  Dedington,  ia  OxfordsUre,  of  |«Mtti  in  tkif  Ailik 
walk  of  life  which  is  so  often  found  pioUftc  of  eotafriie  tad 
genius.    Ue  received  the  rudiments  of  education  at  the  sdhopl  of 
Banhnry,  and  then  removed  to  Eton  College.    He  entered  on  Ih 
theatre  of  the  great  world  as  a  Student  of  law;  but,  at  the  Kge 
of  twenty-seTen,  was  so  fortunate  as  to  attract  the  notice  df  Kiaf 
Henry  VIU.  after  which  period  he  filled  various  offices  in  kite  Hh 
vice  of  the  state.    Tlie  most  important  of  his  appointments,  wd 
that  which  led  to  the  speedy  acquirement  of  immeBse  prepertyr 
was  the  treasurership  of  the  court  of  augmentations.    This  cosit 
was  established  for  the  purpose  of  valuing  and  astling  the  pes* 
sessions  which  fell  to  the  crown  in  consequence  of  the  dissolu- 
tion of  monastic  .houses.     Sir  Thomas  held  ibe  office  for  five 
years  ;  and,  though  his  conduct  was  unimpeachable,  the  advss- 
tage  to  his  fortune  was  immense.    Notwithstanding  his  readinen 
of  accordance  yfith  the  views  of  the  court  in  this  instancy  he  vaa 
nnalterably  attached  to  the  ancient  religion,  and  remained  in  re- 
tirement from  public  business  during  the  reign  of  the  siatb  Ed- 
ward; but  was  made  coflferer  to  the  household,  and  received  into 
distinguished  favour,  on  the  accession  of  Mary.    So  implicit  vss 
the  confidence  placed  in  him  by  this  sovereign,  that  the  Prineem 
Elisabeth  was  consigned  to  his  care  wheik  the  jeabusy  of  the 
eourt  rendered  her  removal  necessary.    He  received  his  illss- 
^ous  charge  at  Hatfield  House,  in  Hertfordshire,  and  hooonr* 
ably  laboured  to  render  her  situation  as  pleasant  as  cirei»- 
atances  would  admit.    It  ia  intereating  to  find  that  he  frequently 
conversed  with  his  distinguished  visitor  concerning  the  ooU^ 
trhich  he  had  recently  established.     Elizabeth  eumincd  tbst 
part  of  the  statutes  which  related  to  collegiate  atudy,  and  ex* 
pressed  much  satisfoction  on  the  perusal.    She,  likewise,  at  this 
stage  of  life  appears  to  have  considensd  as  venial  an  offence 
which  afterwards  would  have  been  deemed  of  frightful  magni- 
tude.   Two  of  the  fellows  violated  the  sUtute  De  nmris  N^ciu 
mm  Seamd^Hdu.    The  ofiiendera  were  sobmitled  to  the  jvdgment 
«f  th^  Princess,  and  they  were  pardoned ! 

Tlie 
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Aiialexftility  of  Sir  Thorns  Aipe't  rdtgioits  opinioBO de^ 
hmi  kim  from  employineiit  wben  ElizabeUi  gained  power.  Bo 
M  m  tMO«  aud  was  interred  in  tbe  ehnroh  of  St  Stephen'^ 
WaUrDok»  with  hie  second  wife.  His  body  was,  however^  after* 
««di  KHMVcd  to  Oxferd,  and  an  accoant  of  his  monnment  will 
k  HMud  in  onr  notiee  of  Trinity  ChapeL  Sir  Thomas  waS' 
tkiee  naiiied,  and  left  a  widow^  whose  attention  to  the  in- 
tnesis  of  this  cdlege  was  so  liberal  and  nnremitting,  that  sh» 
vsi^  St  the  time,  generally  honoured  with  the  name  of  fonn- 
dim 

The  goaerosity  of  Sir  Thomas  was  limited  only  by  his  ro^ 
msraes.  His  endowment  of  the  ne^  foundation  consisted  of 
tlnrty-fife  nnnors,  and  thirteen  adrowsons,  besides  varioos  im-- 
pisfffialioas  and  pensions!  The  society  was  forroe4  of  a pre^ 
tidea^  a  priest,  twelve  fellows  (four  of  whom  shonid  be  priests). 
sad  twehre  scholai%  to  be  elected  from  the  difierent  places  in 
vUflh  the  eoliege  possessed  property.  The  statutes  were  trans* 
aslled  in  1666,  and  were  revised  by  Cardinal  Pole,  who  is  snpv 
pmsd  to  have  bestowed  many  nseful  reraarics.  These  statutes, 
with  sonw  slight  alterations,  made  by  the  fint  president  with  tho 
MBSflat  of  tbe  feander,  still  remain  in  force. 

The  original  endowment  appears  to  have  been  considered  so 
libenl  that  few  benefactors  have  appeared,  except  in  aid  of  thtf 
bnildiaga.  Bat  the  donations  towards  these  have  been  of  a  mu- 
siiiceBt  deseriptioa. 

When  Sir  Thonms  Pope  arranged  the  settlement  of  his  college, 
be  stteaded  to  the  example  of  many  comparatively  recent  fourth 
^en,  and  parthaaed  ancient  tenements,  which  were  commodiono 
asd  extensive,  though  the  sources  from  whicli  students  should  be 
■spplicd  weie  in  an  impoverished  state.  The  buildings  obtained 
00  this  occasion  were  termed  Durham  Collie,  and  were  erected 
in  tbe  14lh  century,  by  Thomas  Hatfield,  Bishop  of  Durham, 
00  the  feondation  of  Richard  de  Hoton,  Prior  of  Durham,  in* 
1280.  Theae  consisted  of  one  quadnmgle,  a  hall,  library,  and* 
cbapcL  Some  improvements  took  place  in  the  early  part  of  the 
Vol.  XIL  P  17lh 
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ITllr'  centory,  and  important  additions  were  made  in  tbe  emtfse 
of  the  nex€  hundred  years.  But  the  edifice  is  still  destttnfe  of 
that  progressive  harmony  of  parts  which  leads  to  a  grandenr  of 
architectural  display.  A  large  avenue,  divided  from  the  street 
by  an  iron  palisade,  with  handsome  folding  gates,  conducts  to  the 
first  court.  The  front  consists  of  the  chapel,  with  the  tower  of 
entrance ;  and  is  a  pleasing,  though  not  august,  specimen  of  dassie 
elegance. 

The  first  court  contains  the  chapel,  the  hall,  the  preaidenft 
lodgings,  the  library,  and  some  apartments  for  the  society.  Tbe 
dissimilarities  of  style  are  great,  but  the  side  ornamented  by  the 
classic  features  of  the  chapel,  perhaps,  gains  fi*esh  charms  from 
the  irregularity  conspicuous  in  other  parts. 

The  inner  court  consists  of  three  sides,  with  the  college  gar- 
dens spread  in  front.  The  whole  of  these  buildings  are  occupied 
by  chambers  for  the  scholars,  and  were  built  according  to  tbe 
plan  of  Sir  Christopher  Wren,  tliougb  not  completed  till  the  year 
1728.  Internal  convenience  and  fairness  of  dimensions  appear  to 
have  been  the  chief  aims  of  the  architect,  and  these  aims  be 
has  happily  accomplished.  It  must  be  interesting  to  observe 
that  the  north  side  of  this  court  (finhihed  in  16($7)  was  the  fiisi 
efibrt  of  the  modem  architecture  in  the  University.  AH  had 
hitherto  been  Gothic,  or  a  senseless  mixture  of  the  Gothic  with 
the  Grecian  orders.  Wren's  edifice  is  simple,  snbatantU,  sail 
of  pleasing  proportions ;  yet,  perhaps,  from  such  a  nan  a  mtm 
striking  design  might  have  been  expected.  All  opportmtty  of 
blame  has  been  avoided ;  but  we  cannot  find  a  feature  to  notice 
as  worthy  of  admiration.  The  first  idea  of  an  additional  coart 
is  said  to  have  originated  with  Dr.  Bathorst,  who  was  tliea  pre- 
sident. 

The  gardens  which  lie  spread  in  front  of  this  covrt  are  extea- 
sive.  A  spacious  walk,  terminated  with  a  handsome  iron  gate, 
runs  through  the  centre.  A  part  of  these  grounds  is  judicioQsIy 
formed  into  plots  of  grass ;  but  the  funereal  yew  prepondentes  to 

a  painfal 
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a  piiifiil  degree  among  the  principal  of  the  avennea.  Tde 
gitMiy  leeesate  prodneed  by  tbeae  long  and  formal  hedges  seem 
rttber  aaited  to  the  monks  of  Durham  than  the  students  on  tlie 
Bfidan  fimbdation. 

The  6bI  stime  of  the  present  chapel  was  laid  by  Dr.  Bathorst, 
ia  1001,  and  the  building  was  completed  in  1694.  This  liberal 
fiicad  to  the  soeiety  contributed,  on  his  own  account,  nearly 
SOOCM.  and  procured  subscriptions  for  the  sums  still  wanting^  from 
sefoal  distingushed  persons  who  had  received  education  at  the 
eollege.  The  chapel  is  one  of  the  finest  instances  in  Oxford 
of  a  strUung  effect  produced  by  a  classic  simplicity  of  ar« 
lasgenent,  and  is  supposed  to  have  been  built  after-  a  de* 
lign  by  Dean  Aldrich,  corrected  by  Sir  Christopher  Wren.  The 
islerior  is  highly  embellished,  yet  does  not  possess  any  ornament 
tbst  appears  anperfluoas.  The  screen  is  of  cedar,  and  the  altar- 
piece  is  of  the  same  wood,  enriched  with  som^  exquisite  carving 
(saqnestionably  the  best  in  the  University)  by  Gibbons.  Tlie 
silsr  is  also  decorated  by  a  copy,  in  needle- work,  of  West's 
Pkiatiog  of  tiie  Resurrection,  executed,  and  presented  to  the  col- 
kge,  by  Mias  Althea  Faoshawe,  late  of  Shiplake  Hill,  Oxford- 
ihiie.  This  piece  is  worked  with  so  m^ch  spirit  and  fidelity, 
that  the  evident  instability  of  the  colours  is  much  to  be  regretted. 
The  sciliBg  is  richly  stuccoed,  and  ornamented  with  a  painting ' 
•f  the  Ascension,  by  Peter  Berchet,  a  French  artist  In  a  recess 
at  the  upper  end  of  the  chapel,  on  the  north,  is  the  monument  of 
Sir  Thsmas  Pope,  the  founder,  with  his  whole  length  figure,  and 
that  of  his  third  lady,  in  alabaster,  highly  preserved.  Of  the 
pbte  hdonging  to  the  original  chapel  one  article  only  remains; 
s  cfasliee  of  gilded  silver,  finely  engraved,  which  was  formerly 
possessed  by  the  abbey  of  St  Alban's. 

The  present  Hall  was  built  in  the  early  part  of  the  17th  cen« 
tary,  and  is  a  plain  but  spacious  and  well-proportioned  room. 
The  feUowing  portraits  ornament  the  upper  end : — The  founder, 
a  three  quarters,  length,  in  a  black  gown,  faced  with  lucerne 
•pots,  a  oopy  from  Holbein.    Mr.  Wartou,  a  fine  portrait,  by 

PI2  Penrose^ 
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Benrose,  tke  &e6  expreaaing  Mcb  ooBlcirted  f«od>li«VM»ir,  ai 
nell  as  g«nitts*.  Dr.  Batkunl^  eopied  frm  tiic  pvwl  after  a 
miniaUire  by  Loggan. 

A  room  used  by  the  monks  of  Durham  as  a  reeeptade  Inr  tiwr 
few  books  was  improved  by  Sir  Thomas  Pope,  and  still  foimsdie 
college  Library.  New  book-cases  were  purchased  in  the  idga 
of  Elisabeth,  since  which  period  the  chief  dleratioiis  oonsist  in  a 
fresh  anriingement  of  the  windows,  '^ia  impfafeiasat  tssk 
place  in  1766,  and  the  atmost  respect  wks  paid  laevsry  TiHtigs 
of  former  days.  Each  window  coataiBs  interesliag,  thoogkinj^ 
maatary,  specimens  of  ancient  painted  glass.  The  looai  is^likewiae, 
adorned  by  a  portrait  of  the  founder,  nearly  similar  to  that  hsfas 
described;  by  a  portrait  of  Mr.  Rands,  a  bene&ctar;  and  by  a 
handsome  tablet,  execated  by  Flaxman,  to  the  memory  af  Mr.. 
Warion.  The  foander  presented  some  books,  and  great  additisasl 
contribotions  have  been  made  by  varioas  members,  partkniarfy  in 
the  topographical  dass. 

The  following  are  some  of  the  dialinguidied  persona  cooaeetsd 
with  this  collie :— Archbishop  Sheldon.  ChiUingwarth.  £^r 
John  Detiham,  the  poet.  Harrington,  author  of  the  Ooaaaa. 
Charles  Montagae,  Earl  of  Halifax.  The  emdite  and  paUic- 
spirited  Dr.  Batbnrst,  who  was  president  for  the  long  term  sf 
forty  yeajs.  He  died  in  1704»  having  nearly  compietsd  the 
eighty-fourth  year  of  his  age.  The  second  Eail  of  Qaildfwd 
(Lord  North)  whose  talents  might  have  been  revered  by  pesterity 
had  they  been  called  into  exercise  at  a  mare  propitiaas  ers. 
Henry  Birkenbesd,  founder  of  the  Poetry  Lecture  in  the  Uni- 
vereity,  and  the  urbane,  the  elegant  and  the  inganioaa  Thamas 
Warton. 

The  society  now,  as  originally^  conslats  of  a  president,  twetve 

fdlows, 

*  In  the  common  room  is  another  portrait  of  Warton*  by  Rising,  and  ia 
Die  buriar^  are  portraits  of  Dr.  KetteJ,  of  Dr.  Batburst,  aud  Dame  Eiiaa- 
beih  Pauiet,  the  founder's  widow.  The  latter  is  thought  to  hare  b«en 
painted  bj  Sir  Antonio  "More,  and  is  known  to  have  been  in  th«  college  pre* 
iiU»utlotbeyear  16IS. 
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I  tmhB  tcMan.    The  «eiiolani  are  •openaumated  af- 
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We  iHnre  tifewtj  found  occasion  for  meationing  the  falile  dia- 
palca  iatriuch  tiie  adiolars  of  fomer  periods  were  engaged,  fo- 
•peetiaNp  Ae  probaUe  aoliqaity  of  the  University  at  large*  A 
daMar  of  cratroveny^  nearly  as  load,  and  atill  more  useless, 
fiefalM  odMaming  the  foundation  of  this  partienlar  college. 
ne  partiaatta  who  were  wilting  ta  beKere  that  a  learned  seni- 
airy,  like  mi  ennoUed  tndividaal,  gains  additional  conseqoenoe 
froM  lesaeto  origin  of  title,  maintained  that  University  College 
WW  feunded  by  King  Alfred.  Bnt  their  hypothesis  was  chiefly 
hailt  on  ennle  legendary  tradition.  No  mention  of  Alfred  occurs 
in  the  earKeat  hody  of  atatntea  presented  to  the  Society,  and  the 
piapcrty  peaseased  by  the  college  is  clearly  tmced  to  soorces  nn- 
csaaeded  with  timt  sovereign  * 

The  piowB  and  liboral  individnal  with  whom  the  formation  of  the 
Mckty  really  originated  was  William  of  Durham  (probahly  an 
talMed  ftoas  the  phee  of  hia  birth)  Rector  of  Wearmouth.  He 
fed,  en  Un  retnm  iVom  Rome,  at  Rooen  in  Normandy,  in  the 
year  lt4»,  leaving  a  will,  in  which  he  bequeathed  to  the  Uni? 
fcnity  of  Oxford  the  som  of  three  hundred  and  ten  marks,  to 
t  raita  fbr  the  maintenance  of  as  many  masters,  or  sta* 
sf  the  highest  academical  honour,  as  the  income  might  ad* 
■Hy  the  whole  to  be  natives  of  Durham  and  its  vicinity.    At 

P3  that 

•  WUliAiD  Smitb,  "  Rector  of  Melaonbjf,  and  abore  twelve  yean  senior 
felbw  of  Univenity  College^'*  published,  in  17^8,  an  octavo  Tolome  of  satia« 
lactuay  Replies  to  those  who  contended  for  the  gieat  antiquity  of  the  foon- 
ditMik  Thik  book  was  noticed,  with  a  torrent  of  abuse,  by  llearne .  Bat 
Saudi  had  adhered  to  autheotic  docnmenta  only,  and  the  limpUcity  of  his 
itaitBent  defied  oppontien.  The  UnWeretty  does  not  posses^  in  all  iu  re- 
cardi,  the  lemsl  hint  of  Alfred  having  foanded,  or  bestowed  aisittance  on,  any 
P>i1icalsg  hsU,  or  acholastic  seminary  whatever 
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4bat  time  no  precedent  existed  for  the  fimvdfttion  of  a  sepante 
college,  and  the  heads  of  the  Univenity  lent  to  scholars,  the 
money  accraing  from  the  bequest,  though  not  without  obtaining 
security,  and  stipulating  for  the  payment  of  interest  They 
shortly,  however,  purchased  various  houses  in  Oxford,  and  chiefly 
distributed  the  rents  among  the  poorer  masters  of  arts.  In  HSO, 
the  managers  of  the  property  profited  by  the  example  of  Writer 
De  Merton,  and  appointed  four  masters  for  the  regulation  of  a 
separate  society,  to  be  maintained  from  the  finances,  under  m^ 
cified  conditions.  Thus  University  College  claims  the  second 
place  in  rank  of  foundation.  A  small  body  of  statutes  was  formed 
in  1292;  and,  in  1311,  a  more  complete  code  was  presented,  by 
which  the  students  were  directed  to  be  called  fVUliam  of  JSvr* 
ham's  Scholars, 

It  is  supposed  that  the  society  first  resided  in  the  anctent 
building,  termed  University  Hall,  which  now  forms  a  part  of  tha 
site  of  Brasen-uose  College.  The  time  of  their  removal  is  not 
clearly  ascertained ;  but  there  seems  reason  to  believe  that  they 
occupied  a  tenement  on  the  site  of  their  present  edifice  in  the 
High  Street,  as  early  as  1343.  This  tenement  was  called  Dor* 
ham  hall,  not  from  the  founder  of  the  present  eollege,  bat  from 
Andrew  of  Durham,  an  alderman  of  Oxford.  It  af^rw|jrds  pops- 
larly  obtained  other  appellations ;  and,  on  the  removal  of  Wil* 
liam  of  Purham's  Society,  they  termed  themselves  (in  allosioB 
to  their  former  spot  of  occupancy)  th€  masi&rs  im4  ichoiars 
of  the  Hall  of  the  Vnhersiiy  of  Oatford.  Their  new  place  of 
residence  they  styled  Great  University  Hall.  They  shortly  ea* 
larged  the  site  by  several  purchases ;  and,  in  1475,  they  received 
a  fresh  body  of  statutes,  which,  with  some  trifling  additions,  is 
still  in  force.  Before  the  termination  of  the  fourteenth  oenlary 
the  first  collegiate  building  was  finished^  in  a  quadrangular 
form. 

Many  pious  friends  of  learning  contributed  to  the  support  of 
this  house  at  a  very  early  period  \  and,  in  1403,  Walter  %iriaw. 

Bishop 
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Bjaliop  of  Durham  *,  gave  the  manor  of  Rotbysg  Margaret,  or 
Muk'B  Hall^  in  Essex,  for  the  maiotenance  of  three  fellows,  na* 
tifct  of  York  or  Durham.  He,  also,  presented  some  manuscripts 
to  the  library.  Among  the  subsequent  benefiactora,  who  are  ex* 
trenely  numerous,  the  following  are  the  most  conspicuous :-— - 
Jlcmy,  £arl  of  Northumberland,  about  1442,  bestowed  some  land, 
sad  the  advewaon  of  a  rectory,  for  the  support  of  three  bachelors, 
or  DMSters  of  arts,  of  the  dioceses  of  Durham,  Carlisle,  and  York. 
Joan  Davys,  wife  of  a  citizeu  of  Oxford,  gave,  in  1566,  ceilaia 
estates  fcr  the  maintenance  of  two  logic  lecturers,  or  one,  on  logic 
•ad  another  on  philosophy ;  and  for  an  augmentation  of  the  al- 
bvaace  to  tbe  masters  and  fellows.  Francis  Russet,  second  Earl 
of  Bedford,  left  by  will,  in  1684,  twenty  pounds  per  annum  for 
two  poor  students  in  divinity,  to  be  called  the  Earl  of  BedfonPa 
scholars;  and  Robert  Dudley^  Earl  of  Leicester,  three  years  af- 
terwards^ bequeathed  lands  for  the  maintenance  of  two  scholars, 
atthe  rate  of  twenty  pounds  p^r  annum  each.  John  Freystou, 
of  Altofts  in  Yorkshire,  Esq.  besides  a  benefaction  in  money, 
gave,  m  1592,  an  estate  in  Pontefract,  for  a  fellow  and  two  sclio- 
hn,  to  be  natives  of  the  county  of  York.  In  1618,  the  Rev. 
Bobert  Gunsley  bequeathed  the  rectory  of  Flamsted,  in  Hertford- 
shire, for  the  maintenance  of  two  scholars,  to  be  chosen  by  the 
master  and  fellows  from  the  grammar  schools  of  Rochester  and 
Msidstonc.  Each  scholar  to  be  a  native  of  Kent,  unless  he  could 
daim  kindred  with  the  testator  f-  Sir  Simon  Bennet,  Bart  in 
1631,  lelt  the  reversi<Mi  of  Hanley  Lodge  and  Park,  in  North- 

P  4  amptonshire, 

*Tfaii  prefBto  was  bom  at  Skirtair,  in  Yorkshire,  and  eloped  from  hu  fa- 
thcr*!  house  when  «  boy.  He  gained  acce«  to  Uie  Universitjr,  and  applied  to 
•Mdooa^ly  to  learning,  and  formed  aiich  serviceable  ooooesions,  that  he  be- 
ctneuicceasivelj  Bi»bopof  Lichfield  and  Coventry,  of  Welh  and  of  Oarham. 
It  b  Mid  that  ht«  parents  remained  ignorant  of  his  situation  till  he  was  Bishop 
•f  die  latter  diocese,  when  he  revealed  himself,  and  conduced  to  the  comfort 
af  tbetr  declining  years. 

^  The  allowance  to  each  is  151.  per  ana.  and  chambers  in  the  college.  It 
it  ahKrred.  ibat  nearly  anc  lialf  of  these  scholars  have  been  of  the  bene- 
Actor's  kiiidrtd. 


mnplnihipef'Oiiiffly  fertheinslitiitioii  of.eiglil  feillowsliipt»  and 
«igkt  •cManhipfl ;  bvi  the  estate  has  ooly  proved  anficieDi  to 
4he  fliaiiitenaiiee  of  fear  of  each  class.  Dr.  Radeltie,  whoae  aaoie 
is  so  justly  dear  to  the  University  and  city,  ranks  aaoig  the 
Boat  liberal  Mends  of  this  college.  Besides  rendering  smnifioeHt 
assistance  to  the  buildings,  Radcliiie  institated  two  -tratvelliaK  let 
4oi^hips  for  students  in  medicine.  Each  fellow  receives  9M. 
per  am.  for  ten  years,  the  first  five  of  which  he  is  fe^ived  Is 
•spend  abroad. 

University  College  is  situate  On  the  south  side  of  the  High 
Btreet^  and  consiste  principally  of  two  coorto.  The  Iront  is  i 
than  S0O  feet  in  length,  and  is  a  r^ular  erection,  of  a  sub 
and  conunanding  character.  There  are  two  gateways,  at  e^asl 
disteooes  from  the  extremities  of  the  range,  each  of  widcb  is 
sumomited  by  a  tower.  These  gateways  lead  immediately  te 
the  courts.  On  the  outer  side  of  that  which  condo<)jto  to  Ae 
western  square  is  a  statue  of  Qneen  Anne,  aud  on  the  inner  side 
a  statue  of  James  II.  indi&rently  executed;  and  presented,  dwing 
the  reign  of  that  monarch,  by  one  of  the  few  strennons  friends  of 
his  religious  principles.  The  tower  over  the  gateway  on  the 
east  is  ornamented  towards  the  street  with  a  statae  of  Qneen 
Mary,  and  on  the  interior  with  another,  more  spirited  and  pleasing, 
oCDr.  Badclift. 

The  western  quadrangle  b  a  r^ular  and  handsome  Gothic 
stmctore,  100  feet  square.  This  part  of  the  baildings  waa  femed 
ai  different  periods  of  the  seventeenth  centary,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Rev.  Charles  Greenwood.  The  chapel  and  hall  are 
placed  on  the  south  side;  and  this  division  of  the  edifice  is  much 
indebted  to  the  recent  exertions  of  Dr.  Griffith,  the  present  nnn- 
ter.  Th«  original  centre  of  the  fii^ade  was  heavy,  and  devoid 
of  character;  Dr.  Grifiith  has  designed,  and  superintended  tiie 
execotion  of,  a  bay  window,  finely  Gothic,  with  a  slightly-in- 
dented canopy  on  each  side.  His  own  chissel  has,  likewise,  < 
mented  the  moulding  of  the  quadrangle  with  the  heads  of  va 
hene&ctors,  &c» 

The 


The  eMtan  eoott  poMeisee  ouly  timtaUM,  eteh  •f  wlutk  i> 
gboBJ  eighty  ieai  in  iengtb,  and  opens  on  the  tonth  loilw  ■»»- 
.tar'a  gwdoB.  The  nuDges  on  tke  nocAk  aodl  eaat  were  Imtlt  aUtle 
r  of  Dr.  RaMiffe.  The  whole  of  ihio  division  io  jndioi. 
vithtlie  more  «ttoient 'Quadrangle,  and4loeaiMft» 
in  any  neapeety  a  more  modern  apj^eaaanoe.  M 
1 4o  be  ragietled  that  the  stone  o(  the  neiglrbouring  4|nao- 
ciea,  of  which  4he  ehief  baildings  of  the  Univemity  wore  aeeea- 
nnrily  compoaed,  is  of  ao  porous  and  ductile  a  quality,  ilhat  t^ 
I  feeb  o^aller  the  expoanie  of  a  few  years  loihe  noiaa^ 
I  of  weather.  AHhoogh  this  eiroumatance  may  not^Behouif 
i  dorability  of  this  aplendid  aicbitcctural  aaaeniUage,  ^ 
mameyB  ao  idea  of  deoay  pioductive  of  anpleaaing  aenaatioaa  in 
the  beholder. 

Oaly  the  moot  aplendid  eollegiate  vestabliabmettta  poaaeaaodaL 
drtinci  and  pecoliar  place  of  Divine  worship  during  the  earigr 
petiada  of  their  euatence.  The  loembers  of  Univevaity  CoU^e 
loog  attended  religbna  serf  ice  at  St  Mary's,  or  St  Reter'a  in 
the  Eaat.  An  oratory,  or  ohapel,  was  conatmcted  for  their  nse, 
thongh  probaUy  on  a  very  hnrable  scale,  at  the  latter  part  of  the 
terteenth  nentnry.  This  was  sopplauted  by  a  auire  imporlaBi 
hnildiag;  but,  in  1639,  the  seoond  edifiee  was  pulled  down,  and 
the  iNindation  of  the  present  chapel  laid.  The  era  was  lament* 
aUy  nnpropitionB,  and  the  building  was  not  completed  till  1666, 
when  A  was  oonaecratad  on  the  day  of  St.  Catbbert  (the  patioii- 
Mint  of  the  original  pile,)  ^y  Dr.  Blandford,  Btahop  of  OxfcidL 
The  windows  are  hlled  with  painted^aaa.  That  on  the  eaet 
van  execBiad  by  Gilea,  of  York,  and  was  proaented  by.  Dtr.  Bank 
nliife.  in  1687.  The  chief  merit  of  the  old  achool  of  gtamr-pahib. 
ang  nsoally  conaiata  in  briiiiancy  of  tints ;  bat  the  noloura  of  this 
viodow  are  already  nearly  faded  into  obaonrity.  The  other  win- 
4nv8  are  by  Abraimm  Van  Linge,  and  retain  all  their  priatine 
▼ifidneas,  but  they  are  by  no  nujausremackahlefor  elegance  of 
The  screen  is  of  the  Corinthian  oider,  and  is  embeb- 
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lidrad  by  Mrring  attributed  to  Gibbons.  The  altar-piece  it  a 
Salfator  Mandi*  after  Cario  Dolce,  burned  in  wood  (beech)  by 
Dr.  Griffith.  This  enrioos  perfonoance  is  sarroonded  by  car? iag, 
avppoaed,  like  that  in  the  acreeu,  to  be  the  wok  of  Gibbcni. 
Assoredly  it  is  not  equal  in  exeeation  to  the  earring  in  the  cba^ 
pel  of  Trinity  College;  but,  perhaps,  some  delicacy  of  tool  nay 
be  hidden  by  tlie  load  of  Tamiiih  with  which  this  earring  is«n- 
eambered.  The  ceiling  is  of  groined  Gothic,  and  is  eauoaat* 
ly  ehanle  and  attractive.  The  ante-chapel  contains  an  iotff- 
esting  monnnent  of  Sir  William  Jones,  presented  by  his  widow, 
send  exeented  by  FlaxnuLn.  It  is  a  composition  highly  cieditabk 
to  the  talents  of  that  artist.  The  bas-relief  is  supported  by  tyger's 
heads,  and  represents  the  lamented  subject  of  the  funereal  tiophy 
engaged  in  a  digest  of  the  Hindoo  Code,  with  Bramins  in  st- 
.tendance.  fimbiems  of  classical  grace  and  eastern  acqnireiaeiit 
sninottnt  the  monumental  inscription. 

The  present  Library  was  completed  in  1669.  The  woiits 
here  collected  are  numerous,  and  of  a  valuable  description. 

The  HaU  is  a  spacious  and  handsome  room,  begun  in  1640| 
hot  not  completed  till  the  more  tranquil  days  of  Charles  II.  Until 
the  year  1766,  tbis  apartment  was  warmed,  in  the  ancient  made, 
by  a  stove  in  the  centre.  The  present  chimney-piece  is  in  elegsat 
Oolhic  combination,  presented  by  Sir  Roger  Newdigate.  At  tfae 
.lower  end  of  the  room  is  a  screen  of  wood,  tastefully  arranged  ia 
•the  lame  style  with  the  beautiful  chimney*pieoe.  The  south  win- 
dow has  some  painted  glass,  by  Giles ;  and  the  roof  is  ornamented 
with  various  armorial  bearings.  This  very  handsome  refectory 
contains  the  following  portraits :  Sir  Roger  Newdigate,  a  libenJ 
friend  to  the  institntion,  and  one  of  the  representatives  of  the 
University  in  several  Parliaments.  Lord  Radnor.  Sir  William 
Seott  Sir  Robert  Chambers ;  a  portrait  possessed  of  mueh  spirit 
and  character,  taken,  with  some  slight  alterations,  from  a  paint- 
ing done  in  the  east  A  full  length  of  Lord  Moira,  by  Hoppner, 
presented  by  his  Lordship. 

9  h 


It  the  Omwum  Roam  U  a  fine  bnsl  of  Alfrtd,  by  Wihoii^ 
km  Rysbrmch's  modeL  Tbk  ifartment  is^  likewise,  enibel- 
liihed  by  the  portreiU  of  King  Henry  IV.  and  Robert  Dudley, 
EkA  of  Leieeeter,  borsed  in  wood  by  Dr.  Griffitb.  Sudi  a  st^ 
ofdetineationia,  perba^t,  cnrionintfaertbandeaifable;  boltbera 
is  a  great  portion  of  spirit  infused  into  the  latter  piece.  Tbo 
eoaaum  room  of  Unirersity  College  was  a  Isrored  plaoe  of  leseit 
witb  Dr.  Jobnson,  and  a  fine  print  of  the  gveat  mondist  acts  as 
a  nesMMial  of  that  ciroumstance.  An  engraved  lifceaess  of  Sir 
WiiKaa  Jones  is  placed  as  a  cosipaaion.  In  the  antis-room  is  a 
gsed  bust  of  Mr.  Pitt^  presented  to  the  college  by  the  younger 
sittdents. 

Anwng  the  eninent  persons  eonneeted  with  this  house,  besides 
Waiter  %irlaw.  Bishop  of  Dorhaui,  whose  fortunate  peculiarity 
of  circumstances  we  have  before  noticed,  are  Richard  Flesuning^ 
Bishop  of  Lincoln,  founder  of  Lincoln  College ;  Potter,  Arohbi- 
shop  of  Canterbury,  author  of  the  Grecian  Anti^uitiea;  Loid 
Herbert,  of  Cherbury,  the  most  ecoentric  charaeter  of  bis  eca» 
but,  certainiy,  an  accomplished  scholar,  and  a  man  of  intenlioBal 
rectitude;  WiUiam  Smith,  the  judicious  writer  rsspediug^Uie 
fcundstion  of  this  college ;  the  Rev.  Joseph  Bingham,  authar  of 
the  OrignuM  EcderiaOiem :  Dr.  Radclifie  was  of  Uoiversilf 
before  he  removed  to  Lincob  College;  Carte,  the  bistofimib 
afterwards  of  Cambridge,  took  his  first  degree  here;  lago,  the 
degiec  poet,  was  servitor  at  this  college ;  Sir  Robert  Chambers, 
second  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Judicature  in  Bengal ; 
Sir  William  Jones,  a  bright  eiample  to  the  literary  wiurld  !<-* 
'^  I  am  not  insensible,"  says  Sir  William,  *'  to  the  ohaims  of 
plessnre,  but  1  love  fome  better."  He  pursued  his  olyect  stea- 
dily, and  his  name  will  receive  the  applaose  of  posterity. 

The  society  consists  of  a  master,  twelve  fellows*  and  seventeen 
•ehelan.    The  king  is  visitor. 


WORCESTER 


osmumitsB. 
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i»  agwoably  Biliiated<ma  iiigbi  amneRoe,  aear  tke  bank  of  Iht 
«mr  Ins,  at  ike  weaieni  ^xtresiiy  af  ike  etty.  Ob  the  mum 
spot  formeiiy  diood  Gkwoester  Hfttl,  a  seatiiMury  in  vlucb  the 
BanedicUBe  Mouka  of  Okmcester  vivdied  Philoaopky  uid  The»> 
lagy^  TUi  aeiDNiary  was  goyerned  by  a  prior,  and  fras  lovd 
af  ao  oligihie  a  deacriptiouy  ibat  it,  at  loagtk,  femvod  atadcaAi 
ireiii  many  of  tke  most  importeat  abkeya  in  England.  Tke  aek»> 
iadb  were  allawad  to  take  degrees  as  in  the  other  leaned  cata- 
Miabments  of  the  Umveraity. 

At  the  Diaaolotton  tke  preonaea  were  bealawed  oa  eeitak 
iadmduabi;  bat,  wken  Oxford  waa  created  a  aee,  they  asre 
^ekoaea  for  the  reaidence  of  tke  biabop.  Tkey  were  aooo,  bow* 
#ir€r,  reanmed  by  the  crown,  and  were  granted  by  Elizabeth,  in 
tke  seoond  year  of  ber  reign,  to  William  Doddiagton,  of  wkam 
Aey  were  parchaaed-  by  Sir  Tbomaa  White.  Sir  ThoBMa  bil 
tw€lly  founded  tbe  college  of  St.  Jnbn ;  and  be  conalitnted  kia 
mm  paeebaae  an  appendage  to  ib6  foundation,  nnder  tke  nana 
«f  Bt  John  Baptiat'a  Hall.  Within  tbe  walla  he  apeedily  aettfad 
t  pnaeipal,  who  waa  to  be  a  fellow  of  St  Mm'a,  and  a  haadted 
aakalara,  tke  ekief  of  wkom  he  maintained  at  bia  aole  expeaaa. 
Vken  tke  inaildinga  were  purchased  by  Sir  Tkoniaa  White,  they 
weae  altogether  in  a  decayed  state ;  and  the  ekapel  and  likraiy 
had  Mien  a  oomplete  sacrifice  to  King  Henry's  agnata.  Bat  a 
due  daecesaion  of  prineipala  eontineed  till  tbe  keginaing  of  Ike 
aigktoeatk  century.  Tbe  number  of  scholars,  kowever,  grada^ 
Mf  dimlnisked  ;  and,  in  1678,  tbe  hall  waa  inhabited  aiiy  kj 
the  princi^,  and  a  few  diacare  familiea  who  were  allowed  la 
•eenpy  tbe  naoou  gratuitonaly. 

But  thir  deaerted  edifice  waa  deatined  to  a  apeedy  realoratioa 
of  celebrity.  In  the  year  1701,  Sir  Thomaa  Cookea,  of  Bentky 
Pauncefiirt  in  the  parish  of  Tardebigg,  Worcestershire,  Bart 
he^aeaftbed  the  anm  of  10,0001.  for  the  erecting  of  a  collegiate 

building 
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WMEag  in  Oxford,  and  hr  the  nMinteaaiioe  of  w  Many  Mkmi 
a4teM«rs»thereai*ieoftlieiM  btfMafthed 'would  admit; 
m,  •thcrwiife,  for  tlie  endowmg  of  feUowwhipo,  and  adMlara* 
^bem,  to  be  added  to  a  collegiate  eetablishaieni  already  exiatMig. 
A  pefcience  in  fke  ehoioe  of  atodonta  to  be  gi^en  to  peiwa^ . 
fdacattd  ia  Hie  teatalor's  acbools  of  Bromagrove  «d  FeekeiihaiD« 
«d  tuch  of  then  prineipally  aa  ohoald  be  of  hta  kmdied ;  or,  far 
eaal  of  proper  boya  ia  thoae  aobooia,  aneh  aa  ate  edocated  in  Mm 
Ine^boola  of  Woroeater,  Hartlebory,  and  KiddenMatar^  afl4 
fiber  firee-admob  ID  tlie  eovAty  of  Worcaater. 

The  aam  thoa  bequeathed  aeeunulated  to  the  aiaoiiiit  of  15,0001 
before  the  naiiagers  determined  oa  Hie  moat  deairable  mode  of 
ifplyng  it  Gloveeater  Hall  waa  at  length  pnrcbaaad  of  St. 
Joba's  College ;  aod  lettera  patent  were  obtained  from  Qaees 
Aaae,  in  1714,  for  efectiag  ii  into  a  ooliege,  by  the  name  of 
"  tbe  Provost,  Fellows,  and  Scholara  of  Woreealer  College,  i» 
IbeeityofOxfonI/' 

Tbe  Ibondttlioa  was  forlonate  ia  apeedily  attraetii^  the  nolio# 
•f  benafiietors.  In  1717,  Mn.  Margaret  Alcoroe,  of  Oxibvd, 
k^aeatiied  one  half  of  her  estates,  real  and  personal ;  but  it  wna: 
patad  that  she  had  only  a  life-interest  in  the  lerflMr,  and  Ike 
caH^ge,  therelbre,  only  dblained  79t^l.  the  moiety  of  her  penonal 
fNpeity,  whieh  was  directed,  by  a  decree  of  Chancery,  to  bcii 
apeaded  on  the  new  bnildinga.  Lady  Elisabeth  Holfiird  fennddlb 
two  exbibitiona  of  twenty  poands  each,  for  cbarler-booae  ache* 
hiB.  Dr.  JaneaFynaey,  a  felkw  of  St  John'a,  left  85001.  for  two* 
Mlavships  and  two  aeholarahipa.  George  Clarke,  D.  C.  L.  be- 
fKathed  estates  for  the  foundation  of  six  fellowships  and  three 
•cManbips;  and,  in  1739,  Mrs.  Saiah  Eaten,  daughter  of  Dr. 
BiUa,  formerly  principal  of  Olonceater  Hall,  endowed  aix  fellow- 
thips  snd  fi^e  scholarships^  for  the  sons  of  clergymen  only. 

The  bvildings  of  Worcester  College  already  completed  consist 

of  a  chapel,  a  haU,  a  library,  and  an  elegant  range  ofapartmenta 

w  the  north  for  the  use  of  members  of  the  society.    The  ar** 

<kileetare  of  the  whole  is  of  a  noble  and  ebaato  character.    In 

t  front 
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front  it  the  library,  a  fine  etrncfaire  of  the  Ionic  older,  100  inl 
in  length,  with  the  ehtpel  projecting  on  one  side,  and  the  hittea 
the  other.  A  spaetons  cloister  supports  the  library  in  tbe.6««l 
towacfc  the  -conrt  The  bnildinga  on  the  north  contain  tbiee 
stories  of  eommodioaa  rooms  for  stadentts,  with  Icdgiaga  fortbe 
provost  On  the  opposite  side  is  a  low  irregalar  range,  wbich 
formed  a  part  of  the  ancient  buildings  tenanted  by  the  Benedietise 
Monks.  According  to  the  original  design,  these  low  tenenenls 
lie  to  be  removed,  and  a  pile  raised  of  a  character  correKpondiBg 
with  the  division  on  the  north*  It  is  intended  that  the  cosii 
shall  open  on  the  west  to  the  college  gardens. 

The  Chapel  is  a  structure  of  fine  proportions,  but  entirely 
nBornamented,  with  au  exception  of  the  roof,  which  is  delieatriy 
alaccoed. 

The  Hatt  is  sixty  feet  in  length  by  thirty  feet  in  width,  witb 
two  Corinthian  columns  at  the  western  end. 

The  Library  is  the  most  interesting  part  of  the  buildiags. 
A  gallery  roos  to  tlie  whcde  extent  of  tliis  spacious  room,  sad 
along  both  ends.  Among  the  books  is  a  valuable  colleotioa» 
farticolarly  rich  in  architectural  works,  made  by  Dr.  Clarke, 
who  left  a  sum  for  the  benefit  of  a  librarian  and  under«libiaiisi^ 
and  also  fifty  pounds  yearly  for  the  augmentation  of  the  books. 
In  this  room  are  the  portraits  of  Sir  Thomas  Cookes,  the  founder, 
and  of  Dr.  Clarke. 

(^oncester  Hall  had  the  honour  of  afibrdiag  education  to  tbree 
bishops.  Riclmrd  I/>vehice,  the  poet,  and  Sir  Keaelm  Digby, 
likewise  studied  at  the  same  place.  The  learned  Diggory  Whiian 
was  principal  from  1626  to  1647. 

The  present  foundation  conaists  of  a  provost,  twenty-one  fel- 
lows, sixte^  scholars,  and  three  exhibitioners. 

WADHAM  COLLEGE. 

On  the  site  of  this  college  formerly  stood  the  priory  of  Anstio 
friars,  a  scholaatic  house  of  so  much  celebrity,  that  the  Univer- 
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iity  tdt  irere  kept,  ftiid  the  etermm  in  arts  perfermed  there, 
Mre  the  divinity  aehool  was  built  Shortly  after  the  Diaaalv^ 
two  these  premises  were  demolished ;  and,  after  passings  througll 
nrieiiB  hands,  the  site  became  the  property  of  the  mayor,  bai* 
lifi,  and  eonmoaalty  of  Oxford;  Of  them  it  was  pvohased  for 
Ibe  sse  of  the  present  fonndation. 

The  foonder  of  Wadham  College  was  Nichobs  Wadfaam,  Esq) 
«f  Edge  and  Mernfield,  in  Somersetshire.  This  genllemaa  was 
boiB  in  the  county  in  which  he  resided,  and  stodied  at  Oxford^ 
He  inherited  a  liberal  estate,  and  managed  bis  inheritance  with 
M  nach  eare,  that  he  considerably  augmented  its  aannal  profits^ 
sad  aecumnlated  nearly  14,0001.  in  money.  He  married  Doro* 
thy,  the  daughter  of  Sir  William  Petne,  a  roan  who  has  been 
already  mentioned  among  the  most  beneficent  contributors  to  the 
wd&re  of  the  Uniyersity.  Without  detracting  from  the  generous 
ardour  of  Wadham,  we  may  be  allowed  to  suppose  that  the  family 
indwatton  of  his  lady  towards  endowment  and  bene&ction  had 
aone  influence  in  directing  his  bounty  to  the  channel  under  con- 
Aderalion. 

Wadbam  had  ddibcrately  formed  the  design  of  a  collegiate 
isititntioo,  bat  died  before  his  plan  eould  be  carried  into  eflfeet. 
Hii  huly  sorvired  him  nine  years,  and,  with  the  aid  of  trustees. 
was  enabled  to  accomplish  bis  laudable  wish.  The  king's  licence 
for  foundation  was  granted  in  1611 ;  and  the  sfatates  were  con- 
fhaed  in  the  following  year.  By  these  the  society  is  declared 
to  consist  of  a  warden,  fifteen  fellows,  fifteen  scholars,  two  chap- 
hons,  and  two  clerks.  The  first  election  was  made  by  the  foon* 
^ns8,  with  the  exception  of  one  fellow  and  two  scholars,  who 
vere  somioated  by  the  Corporation  of  Oxford,  according  to  a 
previous  arrangement  in  the  purchase  of  the  site. 

Among  other  benefactions,  John  Goodriilge,  M.  A.  sometime 
fdlow,  gare,  in  1654,  an  estate  and  money  for  the  use  of  four 
exhibitioners,  three  scholars,  the  moderator  in  divinity,  ice, 
Uanphrey  Hody,  Archdeacon  of  Oxford,  endowed  ten  exhibi* 
tisaa,  four  for  stndenia  of  Hebrew,  and  six  for  students  of  Greek. 

Richard 
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tMnri  Wttmer,  Etq.  feanded  a  liofliiiiMa  «sdiibilioii  ia  1174 
I>r.  Joho  Wills,  varden  of  the  coll^j^e,  who  died  in  1806,  mdo 
liie  feUowing  noble  be^ neste  to  the  society  :— 4001.  per  ammm,  in 
addition  to  the  warden's  salary  ;  10001.  to  improve  the  warden's 
lodgings;  two  exhibitions  of  1001.  each  to  two  fellows,  stadeals 
or  practitioners  in  law  or  medicine ;  and  two  exhibitions  of  2(H« 
each  to  two  scholars  pursuing  the  same  stadies ;  201.  per  eamum 
for  a  divinity  lecturer  in  the  college  to  read  leoUires  on  the  thirty-* 
nine  aftioles ;  an  aunual  exhibition  of  751.  for  a  soperannnatod 
fellow,  not  possessing  property  to  the  amoont  of  761.  yearly;  to 
one  other  superannuated  fellow,  not  having  property  to  the  aoHMint 
ef  1001. 501.  per  atinum ;  111.  lOs.  to  a  preacher,  for  fonr sermotts 
annnally  in  the  college  chapel ;  books,  to  the  value  of  five  or  six 
pounds  yearly,  to  the  best  reader  of  lessom  m  the  ckapeL  Dr, 
Willsv  likewise,  left  considerable  snms  for  purposes  connected  with 
the  University  at  large,  and  directed  the  residue  of  his  fortonc^ 
after  some  legacies  to  very  distant  relations,  to  be  esiployed  as  a 
fond  for  the  purchase  of  livings  for  this  college. 

The  buildings  of  Wadham  College  are  comprised  in  one  qpa* 
drangle,  nearly  130  feet  square.  The  whole  of  the  edifice,  ex* 
tept  a  building  of  three  stories  on  the  sooth  of  the  fronts  erected 
in  1604^  was  completed  by  the  foundress,  at  the  expense  of 
10,8161.  7s.  8d.  The  fronts  which  is  opposite  to  Trinity  Gardens, 
has  a  central  tower  over  the  entrance,  and  a  bay  projection  at 
each  end,  surmounted  by  a  pediment.  The  quadrangle  is  an 
attractive  specimen  of  modem  Gotliic,  though,  in  one  instance^ 
the  folse  taste  of  the  era  induced  the  violation  of  simplicity  by 
the  introduction  of  classic  embellishnienU.  Three  sidea  of  the 
eonrt  are  occupied  by  the  warden's  lodgings,  and  apartmeato  for 
the  society.  On  the  east  are  the  hall  and  chapel.  In  the  centre 
of  this  latter  division  is  a  portico,  ornamented  with  four  ranges  of 
columns  and  pilasters  of  the  classic  orders.  In  niches  of  the  lower 
compartment  are  statoes  of  Nicholas  and  Dorothy  Wadham,  the 
former  in  armour,  with  a  model  of  the  bnilding  in  his  hand. 
Between  the  two  figures  is  the  following  inscription  : 


AX,  DOM.  1613.  APR.  M. 
But  AUSPIC'lIS  R  /A€6BI. 

^  iU>sfn», ' 

QUAM  yiOBS^]>OVUH  VU^IS  KUVCUPATAM  POKENDAH 

MANDABAt  l^lClIOtAUS  WADHAM  S0M£RSEX£1^S(S 

AfDHO^KR.  VBRUHriLLE  PATO  l»RA*l&^¥U^ DOR^t^fiJfi 

GOmVOl  PERn^lXUDAli  LROABAT.    ILJLA  INGCirpTAVTSE 

PKRFECIT,  MAONIFICEQCESVllPTIByS  SUIS  AUXIT. 

TU  SUHME  PATER  ADSlS  PROPITIUS,  f  OOQUE  UUN£RI  ADPAI^ 

QU£SUMUS  P£RP£Tf^IXAT£lli 

li  m  mMiM»4  uMe,  »boy99  H^  Itufiimr  nad  Ibwii^resB,  i^it 
•ttfte  «f  JasMB  I;  Rod  tfcjB  fo^ml  ^miB  ^i^e  placed  in  the  upp^  c<h»- 
fiiliiirat  The  ciMiftel  ftad  ii Wary  extend  eaBtwcB-d^  and  fona 
M  qtfnaaieiital  aUeB  to  an  ,i«a^r  diyisioin,  4>r  gdrim  oonrt.  |i 
tt  plBiri^gto^obaie^o  Ihalihe  uoifoniiiRy  Qf  tbe  vJbole  nUB^  h»s 
renaifted  Hsinjiuned'  t»  Ihe  present  day.  . 

TkeganleiiajilMeb^'  lb  thia  College  ane  leidea^iv^,  aoddii- 
poaed,  ia  thi»  aiadm  aly^k,  ivitli  m«cli  .4eIieaoy  of  €ast^. 

Hie  Chapel  itf  «  bandaoHi^  Gr^lhio  atruo&uro^  aeventy  feel  in 
length  by  thirty  in  width,  with  an  ante-chapel  of  still  Uurgi|r 
dhfee^sian^  at  ^^t  jao^l^  wit^  Ike  choir.  The  e«Ht  ^iv^a^r  is 
qi  the  tmM  G^jhk,  and  !•  fiM  wiib  painted  glans,  by  Benianl 
Van  \Mge,  ia  1093.  In  th^  opper  part  are  reprgwMifed  the  moat 
(f^^'mm  typea  of  Cbrbt  flrom  tiN^  Old  TeviMtent  |u  Uk  tower 
divlaioa  ia  diaplay^  the  folfifcaent  of  Uieae  iadiqatjona  by  vartoua 
evebti  in  Ibo  Uaiary  ef  Uie  SaVioar.  The  whole  4es^nrea  to 
nnk  amoDg  the  hmi  cfforU  of  Van  linge. 

laaiediateiy  be^eaih  Ihia  windiaw  is  a  singular  pecfwmance, 
h|  Ipaae  Fuller,  wMcb  <(an  icareely  h^  expreaaed  by  any  other 
tMi  thfui  thiit  of  dry  painttiif .  Tbe  ftooifid  artist  took  cloth 
of  IB  aah-eelonr  for  his  mediaHi,  and  worked  the  linds  and  shades 
of  his  intended  pietare  .with  a  hnowu  crayon,  and  the  lights  with 
t  vbite  one.  These  dry  colours  were  then  presaed  with  hot  irons, 
Md  the  watvth  produced  an  exaudalion  from  Uie  cloth  which 
fMM  th^  eelottM  |o  impriiit  a  dye,  proof  against  all  danger  of 
fWtval  by  the  rudest  touch.  This  piece  contains  representa- 
VouXIL  Q  tioua 
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tions  of  the  Lord's  Sa|>per,  and  the  Gbildreii  of  bnd  gate* 
iog  Manoa,  together  with  6giire8  of  Abraham  and  Mdchiiedec 
The  colours  are  now  so  much  faded  that  it  is  very  diffiesft  to 
trace  the  design.  The  chapel  is  paved  with  black  andwbilB 
marble,  bot  was  conatnieted  at  an  era  so  unfavorable  to  choreh- 
omament  that  we  cannot  expect  any  splendour  of  internal  ea- 
bellishment.  In  the  ante-chapel  are  the  monaments  of  many  emi* 
nent  members  of  the  society. 

The  lAbrary  is  a  commodious  room,  with  a  fine  Gothic  win- 
dow at  the  upper  end,  in  which  are  inserted  two  small  portraitt 
-  of  the  founder  and  his  lady.  Among  the  books  are  those  vbiob 
'formerly  belonged  to  Dr.  Bisse,  Archdeacon  of  Taunton ;  msay 
valuable  works  in  the  Spanish  language,  procured  by  Sir  Williui 
«-€k>do1phin'  while  engaged  in  an  embassy  to  Spain ;  and  the  <^ti- 
inable  collection  of  Mr.  Ricliard  Warner,  whose  admiretiofe  of 
Shakspeare  is  well  known  to  have  induced  him  to  procure  every 
edition  of  his  works,  and  every  treatise  connected  with  them. 
There  are,  likewise,  mi^y  specimens  of  early  printing  in  this 
library. 

The  HaU  is  one  of  the  largest  in  the  University ;  and,  like 
the  library,  is  ornamented  at  the  upper  end  with  a  window  con- 
spicuously beautiful.  In  the  window  are  inserted  two  small  por- 
traits of  Charles  I.  and  his  queen.  The  dimensions  of  this  rooa 
are  seventy  feet  by  thirty-five,  and  tiie  sides  are  adorned  by 
tiie  following  portraits :  the  Founder  and  Foundress ;  Sir  Jobs 
Strangeways;  John  Goodridge;  John,  Lord  Lovelace;  Chief 
Justice  Pratt;  Mr.  Harris  of  Salisbury;  Arthur  Onslow,  the 
Speaker;  George  1.;  William  III.;  Dr.  Bisse;  Dr.  Body  and 
hiki  Lady ;  and  the  wardens,  Wright,  Bishop  of  Bristol ;  Smith; 
Wtlkins,  Bishop  of  Chester;  Blandford,  Bishop  of  Worcester; 
Ironside,  Bishop  of  Hereford ;  Dunster ;  Baker,  Bishop  of  Nor- 
irieb ;  and  Wills. 

'  From  the  above  list  of  portraits  it  will  be  observed  that  sevsial 
of  the  wardens  have  beep  promoted  to  the  episcopal  bench ;  sad 
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4«hqr  }nh»  prekta  hwfe,  at  diflerani  timiM,  been  cMmiected 
miA  Mb  ooHege.  The  fonowitig  are  tome  of  the  meet  ceiispi- 
ttioi  nenbere  of  the  society  in  other  claeses :  Sir  C.  SedUy ; 
•Atemd  Blake;  Creech,  the  translator  of  Lacr^ti1n ;  Dr.  Trapp ; 
•Dr.  Kenniootly  the  eminent  Hebraist;  and  John  Richardsoo, 
•Bthor  of  the  Persian  Diclionaiy. 

It  most  not  be  ibrgotten  in  the  annals  of  Wadham  College, 
that  one  of  the  most  pleasing  snbjecto  of  national  prid^  the 
Ssyal  Society,  originated  in  this  house.  The  first  meetings 
•iKf»  held  in  a  room  orer  the  gateway ;  and  Dr.  Wilkins,  then 
Ararden,  who  had  nmrried  Cromweirs  sister,  and  was  afterwards 
'Kshop  of  Chester,  eoadnoed  with  nnich  seal  to  the  permanency 
WiheeatabUshment. 

The  society  foonded  by  Wadham  consists  of  a  warden,  fifteen 
'Miows,  fifteen  scholars,  two  chaplains,  and  two  clerks.  Aedord* 
isg  to  the  statutes  of  the  foundress  the  wnden  was  to  resign  if 
Ao carried,  or  was  advanced  to  a  bishopric;  bnt  the  former  rekia 
of  monsstic  ansterifty  was  dispense^  with  by  the  act  of  Partial 
SMnt  which  passed  in  1806.  The  fellows  ere  to  vacate  on  com* 
pleUng  eighteen  years  from  the  expiration  of  their  regency,  and 
they  are  elected  from  the  scholars,  of  'whom  three  are  taken  from 
Soowrwtshire,  three  from  Essex^  and  the  remaining  nine  from 
'«ny  ottdr  pait  of  GWt  Britain. 

&i  Hie  early  ages  of  Uaif  orsity  edncation  the  stiiden^s  lod^prf 
in  te  hooses  of  the  citizens,  or  formed  themseWes  into  societies, 
mrfer  popular- teachers,  and  rented  separate  tenements  erected  fiir 
^Mftr  ISO  by  ^eeohtiYe  natives  of  Oxford.  When  a  toneiMiii 
•was  so  rented  it  was  termed  A  HALL,  and  became,  in  some  mea- 
asm,  a  spot  iireooverably  dedicated  to  the  purposes  of  learning; 
fir  the  proprietor  could  neither  sell  nor  demise  the  buildings 
without  a  l^al  assurance  that  it  should  remain  open  to  the  use  of 
the  Univeiaiiy  while  required..  Jf  he  wjshed  to  advance  the  rent» 
Ihsfiopricty^aBeh  a  dearand  was  investigated  by  tare  MoH^ri, 
f  par^  and  two  Citiaens  on  the  other. 

Q  9  These 
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y^lOk  UMingB,  Ihey  iiMeisvUj  wik  iatp  ntgfecsi*  Fipii  ««lf  mm 
^r^n«»«  «id  oae.  of  ihem  ia  AoHilKilfL  of  stiidoiiU:  Tko.otta* 
^iiUL  ynwper ;  and  Ikiee:  flf  them  haye  boot  iiipnifeA  fay  b«tf- 
fiurtioDs.  Each  ball  ib  goveraed  hy  a  prindpal,  aaAby  ataMv 
^figiBatiag  vitk  tha  GhanceUof  of  the  Uataenikj.  Slwf oaci- 
fits  m»  olectad  by  Ihe  membani,  sjobfect  to»  the  apf ravanoe  tf 
i)ba  cbancrflor  f,  m"  vie^cdiaiiocilor,  tnlh.  tfie  exoeptm  of  «la 
friacipal  of  at  EdMaa<^a  VM,  who  ia  nmoMaled  bgr  Qneate 
IWUoge.  Tbek  ineoiae  antes;  ieoai  the  ravk  oC  tb^  chawlwpf. 
^he  ilotots  pooseea  all  MeaAemkApmilkgea  ia  .eonua^p  irilb 
the  stodenU  in  colleges^  and  wear  the  same  dmw.  The  baiWiiigp 
are,  in  geuecal,  ooiamodioiia,  though. Aot  ed  eonaf«cQai»iNrbll»ty 
ao^  ta  claim  pacttcnlav  notiee:  aaA,  haa^ aw  MIeviag  baef  no* 
aooat^  it  will,  he  eoea  that  the  haUa  of  OxIMl  haye  pflodttnl 
anaay  ahiaing  oniam^ita  of  societyv  eyeai  ataco:  the  fouodatiea-tf 
aolfa^haa  ecUpael  their  penmr  if  attnctioai. 


ST.  ALBANnS  HALU 

I,     .  . 

deriree  ita  name  from  Robert  da  Saiwta  Attaaa^  a  riHif^  ff 
Oxibrd  in  the  time  of  King  John.  In  the  reiga-of  Henry  YL  it 
laa^  aaited  toNanne  Halt;.battha  Rrinciptl  ima  appo^iM  by 
Jlcnoa  College.  King  Hevy  YUL  granted  il  la  hk  phyaim4 
Dr.  Oeoige  Owoi :  by  wham  itwM  eonyeyed  to  Sic  John  Vib> 
liaBii^  afterwarla  LoadWiUaaw^of  Thame»  and  Sir  iohnGes* 


*  Sir  J.  Pethall  mcotioDt  above  fOO,  and  tajv  oa  the  authority  of  Woodj, 
'<  that  manjr  other  balls,  to  the  number  o(  S00«  or  more,  were  here ,  but  tbeir 
names  and  places  have  been  loag  uhce  lotc:"  The  namber  of  halli,  in  tfia 
rrign  of  tdward  I.  is  said  bjr  other  writer*  to  have  been  abonrSDO.' 
.  >  tTheCbniveUDr  baa  the  power  of  adnlly  aoauaatfet  ^imm  pria^fBh^ 
bat  ^aiiuiioiQicisem^  that  aatbonty.    Ho^if  viiiMr  of^aU  teMla  4 
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Afti.  Afkfif  sn  iiitvniiMiAtG  tiMsBnlMloii  ft  ivUs  ommuim  Htf  IM 
#Mfeit  siii  Fdloirs  of  Meftoii  tUfRegt,  to  ilrlioni  ^  MtfuM 
MoDgs.  * 

'  'fiooper^  He  maityrdl  Bishop  of  'Gloaeester^  atid  two  oilier 
ptdafen,  were  e^acafted  here.  Massfnger,  the  poet,  ^[Infenorf 
Mrlnps,  to  no  EngRsli  dramatist  bat  ShakspeareJ  and  Lentliat 
speaker  dhrringthe  loi^  ParlianMent^  were  ItkeiriBe  of  this  hdl. 


£DMUN»  HALU 

^tienaUjM  termed  from  St  Edmand,  ArchiMshqpof  Canter^ 
huy,  belonged  to  Oaeiiey  Abbey  at  the  time  of  the  Oissolatioifl 
tad  was  then  granted  by  Henry  YIII.  to  ootain  individuals.  It 
came  into  the  possession  of  the  Society  of  Qneen's  College  in 
1557;  and  was  by  then  renewed  as  a  p]ace  of  atady,  on  condi- 
UoQ  that  they  should  have  the  privilege  of  nominating  the  prin- 
cipaL  The  JkiikUngp  have  been  enlarged  uader  the  anspices  of. 
tie  college;  andi  in  J 631,  Dr.  John  Rawlinson,  principal  b«^ 
fKalhed  six  pounds  yearly,  chiefly  for  the  emolument  of  a  cate- 
cbetical  lecturer.  Pr.  Thomlinson,  sometime  vice-principal,  like<- 
wjse  left,  itt  1747,  the  sum  pf  2001. 

Several  prelates,  among  whom  oocnrs  the  learned  and  ingenious 
Dr.  Kennet,  Bishop  of  Peterborough,  were  educated  here.  The 
Wlowiaig  naom  likewise  grace  the  scholastic  list:  John  Oldham, 
the  poet;  Sir  Richard  Blackmore;  Edward  Chamberlainey  an* 
thoc  of  An(^lu9  Notitia^  &c.;  Humphrey  Wanl^y^  Thomap 
Heame,  the  indefatigable  antiquary^  and  Dr.  John  Mill»  editor 
•f  the  Gfeek  Testament 

ST.  MARY'S  HALL 

««  given  hy  a  Imrgeas  of  Oxferd,  in  the  teign  of  H«nry  lit.  to 
the  rentes  of  fit  Mary's  Cfanrch,  for  a  house  of  residence.  It 
wifli  tte  patronage  of  that  cfanrch,  to  Oriel  College,  and 
Q3  was 
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iRM  o^nrerted  into  aa  aeademical  hall  is  1383.  The^ilduig* 
are  in  a  qnadrttngular  form^  aiid>  v«re  inpToved.at  Tanoiis  ptriodr 
ef  the  last  century. 

Thomas  Dyke,  M.  D.  bestowed  property,  in  1677,. for  the 
assislaDoe  of  four  acholan,  natires  of  SomerKtshire ;  and  Dr» 
Nowell,  late  principal,  fooaded  one  ezLihittoo. 

Dr.  WUHam  King,  whose  political  i^iinioiis  and  satiricsl 
writings  once  attracted  so  much  notice,  was  principal  of  St 
Mary's  Hall  from  1719  to  1763.  He  directed  his  heart  to  he 
presenred  in  the  chapel,  and  the  remainder  of  his  body  to  be 
buried  in  the  church  of  Ealing,  Middlesex.  Sir  Chnsteplier 
Ratton,  Sir  Thomas  More,  George  Sandys,  the  poet»  aid' 
Keedham  the  political  writer,  studied  in  this  halL 


ST.  MARY  MAGDALEN  HALL 

ia  situated  dose  to  Magdalen  College,  and  was  built  in  l4S0bf 
William  bt  Waynfleet,  as  a  grammar-school.  The  premises  were 
enlarged,  about  the  year  1518,  by  the  Society  of  Magdalen  Col- 
lege, and  students  were  then  admitted  on  the  terms  uKual  in  other 
halls.  The  library  contains  many  valuable  books ;  in  the  re- 
frctory,  is  a  portrait  of  Tyndall,  who  suffered  martyrdom  in  the 
reign  of  Henry  VTil. 

A  coiittiderabl^  number  of  exhibitions  have  been  bestowed;  and 
Dr.  WiHiam  Lucy,  sometime  a  member  of  this  hall,  bequeathed 
20001.  for  the  support  of  four  scholars,  to  be  elected  from  Hamp- 
ton Lucy  School,  in  Warwickshire. 

Magdalen  Hall  claims  many  prelates,  and  the  fbltowhig  dis* 
tinguished  characters  of  otiier  classes :  Lord  Clarendon,  Sir 
Henry  Vane,  in  whom  philosophy  and  fluiaticism  were  so  strangely 
blended.  Sir  Julius  Csesar,  one  of  the  most  eminent  civilians  of 
his  era.  Sir  Matthew  Hale,  whose  judicial  wisdom  was  ren^ 
dered  doubly  valuable  by  his  personal  virtues.  Dr.  Sydenham, 
the  celebiated  physician.  Edward  Phillips,  the  biogiapi»er;  aad 
9  Dr. 


fir*  IH*  aatiior  of  the  Natural  History  of  the  cbanttaa^of  Ox*  * 
fofdtadSla&rd. 

NEW  INN  HALL. 

A  odleetien  of  teaemeata  inhabited  by  Bemardtne  MoalEa 
ibimerly  oecopied  the  site  of  thi9  hall.  >  The  premises  desceoddl  * 
to  WiUiaoi  of  Wykehaaiy  and-  irere  by  him .  bestowed  on  the  - 
wirdaas  and  feUom  of  New  College;  from  which  circamstance 
orconaexion  they  afterwards  acquired  the  name  of  New  Ion  HalL  - 
Tkis  hoQse  was  once  celebrated  for  the  i»tificiency  of  its  students  * 
in  the  eitil  and  canon  law,  bat  fell  into  decay  during  the  sixteenth  ^ 
ceitory,  and  was  used  by  Chartes  I.  as  an  <^ce  for  minting  tlfli' 
phtte  presented  to  him  by  the  University.  After  the  Restoration' 
it  was  renewed  as  a  place  of  study,  but  has  again  sunk  to  neglect.  - 
No  pert  of  the  edifice  now  remains  but  a  house  ibr  the  principal. 

The  most  important  PUBLIC  BUILDINGS  connected  with 
the  University  are  the  Schools;  the  Bodleian  lAhrary ;  the. 
Theatre:  the   Clarendon  Printing  House;  the  Radcliffe  JJ- 
hrary  ;  the  Ashmolean  Museum  ;  the  Observatory  ;  the  Physic 
Garden ;  and  St,  Mary's,  or  the  University  Church, 

The  first  |i«6/tc  schools  in  the  University  were  erected  by 
Thomas  Hokenorton,  Abbot  of  Oseney,  in  the  early  part  of  the 
fifieenth  century.  Before  that  period  each  hall  had  its  separate 
tchool;  and  many  were  attached  to  the  various  religious  houses.  . 
The  buildings  constructed  by  the  Abbot  consisted  of  ten  apart- 
meots,  allotted  to  different  branches  of  tuition.  The  divinity 
school  was,  likewise,  begun  early  in  the  fifteenth  century,  and 
was  eompleted,  with  a  library  in  the  upper  division,  in  the  year 
1480,  chiefiy. through  the  liberal  assistance  of  Humphrey,  Duke 
of  Gloucester,  usually  styled  the  good.  This  school  still  re« 
msias^  and  is  one  of  the  richest  pieces  of  Gothic  architecture  tliat 
ha&  been  preserved.  The  stone-roof  is  of  exquisite  workmanship, 
Q4  and 

*  For  m  biognpbicul  notice  of  Pr.  Plot,  ice  Besotiet  of  England,  &c.  for 
Kcat  S93. 
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original  design,  by  Sir  Chriatopber  Wren.  The  hiiiMfcigi  Maeiri 
by  the  Abbot  of  Obepey  were  reino?ed  iu  tJie  beginouig  of  thel7tii 
oeotury,  when  the  preBent  edilice  vaa  erected. 

The  ;a<%t;4^  i^.<tu(^«g>  |H»rt..pf .  tiie  JMfeiwi  tJinir/.  ^ 
t^  j^cWi;^  «941«ryj  Uarm  a  iipk^^M  /^nadw^e.  Thefw^yl 
bpM  ia  a  atdate^.y.efc  ^^•otfkc^t.^evMM^.  ^^  4^i,i»lfll|tii, 
iKith  |k  kii^^a9Hara>  Ww^  over  ^o  fUtranoe*  Tbe  iMfil^ 
bafl.4ipg  qn  ttw  kWm  #f  the.^HMlf^lo  ace  4bree  aUitmikif^p 
IVftviiig  ithe  pifitMT^  .g4tmr^  ia  Ml^  Vfftf  4^h«m>b»  Zt)#  tof  k 
oiffapae^ladj^y  aa  6|qM%4  Fafi«|i(e|»  y/Vk  m9^  piUMeil^i  al 
e^l  diai;a«ce».:  The-whol^  yroirfd  be  a  £«e  i^iaeipwi  ef 
Q^tiuG  aaUiii^ity,  if .  jthe. /fprtaatteii  f^irit.of  tbe|>er«Nl^  bed  mA 
led  JiLe  bjoilder  to  place  on  ihe  itflerm  iiace  of  that  aeMe  tern 
irhich  aarmoiM^  the  gatie  of  eetmioe*  coH^^lete  of  eohl«in»,  vhi«b 
reach,  io  due  succesaion,  from  base  to  pinnacle,  expressive  of  tbe 
five  dassic  ordei-a.  In  the  Corinthian  compartment  is  introdoced 
a  atatiie  of  James  I.  on  his  throne,  holding  his  6ooJb  towards  the 
Figure  of  Fame,  who  is  represented  iu  the  act  of  sounding  her 
tt-umpet !  Over  the  royal  statue  are  figures  emblematic  of  Justice, 
Peace,  and  Plenty. 

In  these  public  schools  tlie  professors  read  lectures  in  the  se- 
teral  sciences,  and  the  scholars  are  eujoined  by  the  UuiYersity 
irtatutes  to  perform  here  the  exercises  requisite  for  their  de* 
grees.  There  are  three  mastei-s  of  the  schools,  one  of  whom  is 
Bominated  in  convocation  by  the  vice-chancellor,  and  one  by  eack 
of  the  proctors.  No  master  can  hold  the  office  for  more  than  t«e 
successiive  years. 

Tlie  Bodleian,  or  public  Library,  comprises  three  extensive 
rooms,  disposed  in  the  form  of  the  Roman  H.  This  moat  noble 
institution  was  founded  by  Humphrey,  Duke  of  Gloucester,  who 
presented  many  works  finely  written  on  vellum,  and  richly  iHumi- 
nated.  The  visitors,  acting  by  authority  of  Edward  VL  stripped 
the  library  of  these  valuable  books,  and  only  one  haa  been  pie- 
lyrved  as  a  specimen  of  the  collection.     This  is  a  mani»acri|^  in 
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Mh^.  if  Wkmm  ikmmn^  <l««ttMllf  4momMI.     The  lifcmy 
imi'urt  tiwii  npfwrnjaltf*^  an4mwlir»  neglwsl^  tjUfiir  TInmiu'' 
Sofley^  m  tint  yMf  H»7^  «fieotoclJt«  nedtondiMi,.  vith  mU« 
iiri  anil  whoasM  feMroitty.    TMs  iHastriMW  friend  of  UUff»- 
tai^n*  ham  m  £«tler^  ami  neaveA  lh»:im4MieMi  /of  tdMR^- 
6m  i0  Gcflevm,  ^thillfir  hm  ivmtf  fetired  to  mvoid  the  pent*^ 
<t/iag  Ump&t  of  Qiie^  MsTy '•  Mig^     He  letmned  to  Eoghiid 
ift  ld«»;.  Mid  oatoied  of  MffgdOen  CMkge,  <Hted.    He  wnm 
lAviNtfls  tfdmittod  a  fdhm  d  Merton,  in  the  lAdl  of  iriitch  edl^ 
]«g0  kovead  A  Oieek  I^eetaow.     At  a  eabseqaent  penod  he  was 
deetedoDe  of  ihe  proetora,  andiraa,  for  aome  time,  public  orator  of 
%  fhmmritf^    Ub  tok«M  vor^  adapiMto  Me  moat  apaeioiia 
tkfili«.Qf  Afttioa :  te  167^,  he  yiaited  the  ooBliBeiit,  and  attained 
^  ceaipotoiit>  a  kAoille^e  of  the  pol^tea  of  ibreign  conrUi  (haft 
he  vaa  employed  in  Tarious  emhaaaiee  by  Qnisen  S^aab^du 
8oiae  diagiwt,  heve?er,  aroie ;  and^  in  1697,  he  fetired  frooi  pnb- 
lie  life.    It  ma$  in  the  first  year  of  faia  leirare  that  he  oommenced 
the  taeatiflMfble  tank  ojf  reatoring  the  public  library.    Hia  first 
haeftelion  conaated  of  books,  chiefly  pnrchaaed  on  the  conti- 
BMt»  to  the  vaine  of  10,0001.    He,  likewiae,  stimtdated  others  to 
cuoiRhitaon,  and  thi  increase  was  ahctetly  ao  considerable,  thai 
the  original  room  vas  no  longer  anfieftently  capacious.    He  then 
comownced  an  augmentation  of  the  hnildiiig,  and  his  liberaltty 
lias  so  great,  and  his  example  p^oduetire  of  so  much  emDlative 
bmcibettoo,  that  the  Univeinsty  was  enabled  to  extend  the  design, 
aad  to  conMmot  the  preaent  quadrangle,  uniting  apartmente  for 
the  aehooU  With  a  ao^le  receptacle  Ibr  the  hooka  dedicated  to 
poUic  use.     It  is  to  he  regretted  that  Bodley  did  not  live  to 
esa  the  whole  eaoipleted.    He  died  January  98,  1612,  and  was 
inlsned^  vitb  great  pomp,  in  the  chapd  of  Merton  CoUege. 

8ir  Tbonens  Bodley  drew  up  stotates  Ibr  the  regulation  of  the 
ihfary,  and  left  an  estato  for  the  provision  of  officers,  and  other 
aws  of  the  building.  The  library  was  opened  to  the  public  in 
1 602;  and,  since  that  period,  t^e  augmentations  have  been  so  con- 
sUerable,  that  it  probably  now  contains  the  most  Valuable  collec- 
tion 
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tbti  in  Bvrope.  Tfce  coiilributon  are  so  niinerftos,  iarf  w9  Ugl 
ia  oofiMqueiGe^  tluit  it  is  scarcely  possible,  in  a  general  imkji 
tocoDvey  an  idea  of  tlie  litersry  treasares  bere  reposited.  We 
BMSt  be  oofttented  with  observing,  that  among  those  who  faa?« 
prsssnted  collections  of  books  and  maauscripis,  are,  Robert  De* 
¥eiv«x.  Earl  of  Essex;  Thomas  Saekville,  Lord  Sockharrt; 
Lord  Sidney  of  Pehshumt ;  .George  Carey ;  Lord  Hvnsdon ;  Sir 
M»  Forlescoe ;  Alexander  Noweli,  Dean  of  St  Paul's ;  Mr. 
Selden;' Archbishop  Laud;  Sir.  Kenelm  Digby;  Dr.  Barlow; 
Dr.  BawUnson  ;  Dr.  Tanner;  T.  Heame;  Mr.  Godwin,  and  Mr. 
Gongh  *• 

Sereral  catalognee,  both  of  the  printed  books  and  manascripts, 
have  been  published  f ;  and  there  are  some  MS.  additions  kept  in 
the  library ;  bat  the  increase  of  works  is  so  great  that  nether  of 
these' is  of  a  satisiactory  nature. 

According  to  the  statutes  formed  by  Sir  Thomas  Bodley,  the 
fibrarian,  is  to  be  a  graduate,  **  unmarried,  and.  without  core 
of  souls,  and  to  be  allowed  deputies,  or  assistants.''  Several  men 
of  conspicuous  learning  have  filled  the  office  of  principal  libraiisn. 
Since  the  year  17M,  an  annual  sum,  of  not  less  than  4001.  fass' 
l«en  obtained  for  the  purchase  of  additional  books,  by  a  triiiBg" 
increase  of  the  matriculation  fees,  and  by  an  equally  modeiale 
contribotion  from  such  members  of  the  University  as  use  the 
library.  A  small  sum  is,  likewise,  contributed  on  taking  a  first 
degree.  Ao  annual  speech  in  praise  of  Sir  Thomas  Bodlejf, 
Ibnnded  in  16bl,  by  Dr.  Morris,  Canon  of  Christ  Church,  is 
delivered  when  the  vice-chancellor,  the  proctors,  &c.  perform  a 
visitation  oi  the  library,  in  obedience  to  the  statutes. 

The  Pieiure  Gallery  occupies  the  upper  range  of  tiirec  sides 
of  the  quadrangle.  The  ceiling  is  of  oak,  divided  into  small  square 
compartments,  in  each  of  which  are  painted  the  Univeraity  arms, 

and 

^  Mr.  Gough  coutributed  the  whole  of  his  topographical  coHeclionSy  boob« 
prints,  and  drawings.  These  are  now  arranghig  with  much  care  for  ptthlie 
inspcctioD. 

t  The  last)  in  two  volamcs  fwlio,  173tt. 


«ail<ft  a  dmU-aiCMh  angle  of  the  sqiwre  thoie  efOe  fonndm 
Jlieiriy  in  tbe  centra  of  the  gallery  is  m  ststae  m  bna8»  hy  Le 
9mt,  of  WiUutm,  Earl  of  Pembroke,  chancellor  of  the  UnWev 
fity.  The  gallery  coataina  portraits  of  ail  the  fbaadera  of  ool- 
leges*;  and  of  nameroos  celebrated  persoos  otherwise  couieeted 
vilh  the  Untrersity,  or  deser? iog  of  admiration  as  scholars,  be« 
lidei  other  interesting  pieces.  Among  the  portraits  are  thosa 
of  Sir  T.  Bodley,  anoriginid  by  Cornelias  Jansen;  Archbisbop/ 
Sheldoa ;  Sir  Henry  Sanie ;  Sir  Kendm  Digby,  whose  fine 
proportions  of  person  were  josdy  expressive  of  his  mental  capav 
city;  Grotias;  Casanbon;  Sir  T.  More;  Selden;  Sutler,  thw 
poety  by  Lely ;  Prior  by  Richardson ;  Locke  by  Gibson ;  and  a. 
moos  pictnre  of  Lord  Burleigh,  in  his  Parliammitary  robes^ 
ndisg  on  a  mule.  There  ars,  likewise,  copies  of  the  Cartoons  i 
uA  a  fine  copy,  supposed  by  Julio  Romano,  j*  fimn  Raphael's  cele* 
kated  school  of  Athens,  in  the  Vatican.  Some  cases  of  booka 
and  SMuiusoripts,  Ibrming  a  continuation  of  the  Bedleianj  oOeupyi 
a  part  of  tUa  extenaive  gallery. 

la  the  logic  and  moral  philctsophy  school  is  prsiienred  a  eoUeo^ 
tion  of  stataes,  marbles,  and  buats,  comprising  13(^  articles,  pt^ 
tented  to  the  University  by  the  Countess  Dowager  of  Pomfiret,  ia 
1755;  and,  in  an  apartment  on  the  north  side  of  the  schools,  are 
nsged  iheAnmdetiim  Marbles.  This  antif aarian  treasure,  which 
■ay  be  said  to  form  the  moat  a:athentic  History  of  Greece,  was  col* 
lected  by  Thomas  Howard,  Earl  of  Arundel^  and  given  to  the  Uai^ 
Tenity  by  his  grandson,  Henry,  Duke  of  Norfolk.  The  noUe  odi- 
Isetor  was  one  of  the  moat  accomplished  sohohra  of  the  seven- 
teenth century.  Disgusted  with  the  prevailing  politica,  he  de- 
vsted  his  time  to  literature  and  the  arts.  Anxious  to  introduce 
the  degaace  of  the  ancients  to  his  native  country,  he  sent  Sir 
WilKam  Petty  to  Asia,  in  quest  of  monuments.  By  Petty  the 
chief  parts  of  the  present  collection  were  purchased  of  a  Tark, 

who 

*  Many  of  these  portraits  are  imaginory.  The  whole  were  painted  by 
Seaman. 

t  JaJio  (or  CtUto)  Romaao  died  iu  1546.  This  copy  certaialy  appears  more 
■odem. 


1*0  tea  «dk^  ttmk  fnrni  a*  trg^nl  tir'tb«  faoAMA^F^ireftw  Wim 
Ate  Sarf  ffttiVed  to  ftaljB,  In  1641,  the  mobuiiiienti  procured  with 
j§0(  WMck  Wlbrt  wene  left  at  his  fiondeii  residence^  Arundel  House 
id  the  Stmid,  anl  dtny  of  ibe«i  it&ipe  «MeD,  aind  others  nei^ 
M^  «p  by  Msoiis^^  sad  worked  into  Itooses !  *  WbeA  Heurf, 
IM^e^f  NorfoH^  pttlkd  down  Amttdel  House,  he  presented,  ^t  fktf 
iMtigalioii  of  John  E^elyo,  Esq.  of  Bslliol  Coiiege,  the  renmiii*' 
dsr,  about  130  iar  nmnber,  to  iHie  Uiiivereityof  Oxford.  Tfae  €ol- 
ketSloB  MMde  by  S^lden,  aid  that  of  Sir  George  Wheeler  (diiefljr 
Ismrod  by.  himself  at  Athens)  together  with  laaiiy  oarious  relics, 
patehased  &y  the  University  of  uierehants  who  brought  them  Oiwet,- 
tewsinoa  badit  added  t»  <  : 

^  Tke  Tkeair£  was:  one  el  tka  Aral  worU  of  ^t  CKtistopber 
Wmb,  add  wab built  at  tjie  eutirb.ex^Ate of  ATchbiifaop SHel- 
doa,  who  ]tkai»isa  ga^tH«  sdib  of  2(M0t.'f9r  ttie  fiurposo  of  re- 
pairs. Tha  fotttidatloli-stoiie  was  laid  i«  1064,  and  lAie  building  was 
d^pl«teditT  about  d^eyatfs:  The  ground  pfan  is  fhat  of  flie 
theatre  of  Marcellos  at  Rome.  Il  is  evident  that  Ihe  architecf 
vorjf'  (Nwpafly  laboured  fo^  ioterior  accommodatibn,  ralher  thiw 
ootward  effeet  Hd  has  attained  his  ehief  object  with  peculiar 
ftKcity;  and)  in  tlM  suppkaientary  particular  of  exterior  addm- 
lacftt,  he  has  scarcely  been  less  successful.  The  side  opposite 
t6  the  diviaity  school  is  a  fine  elevation,  embellished  with  Co* 
riuthian  coloiBiis,  artd  the  statues,  in  niches,  of  Archbishop  Sh^ 
doD,  and  thie  Dake  of  dmond,  chaBoeltor,  executed  by  Sir  Henry 
^ttfere.  The  interior  is  so  judiciously  arranged,  that,  althongh* 
the  dimeiNriGtts  appear  to  be  ineuiReient  for  that  purpose,  it  is 
ealeuldtcd  to  eoutain  nearly  four  thousand  persons.  The  roof  is' 
^ghty  feet  bv  seveuty>  and  rests  entirely  on  the  side  walls  X' 

The 

a  CoDgb's  British  Topogrspby^&c. . 

t  Iht  statues  belonging  to  the  Ponfret  Collection,  and  the  most  intereiliog. 
r«lic8  coIJected  hy  Sir  George  Wheeler,  &c.  hare  been  engraved  by  Millar,  at 
the  expense  of  the  UniTersiiy,  in  the  "  Marmora  Oxoniensia." 

t  Tlie  old  roof,  once  so  much  admired,  was  found,  in  IBOO,  to  be  in  danger 
of  falliog.  The  present  roof  was  then  constructed,  nearly  on  tbo  original 
plan. 


^-">.^- .. 
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triptjon  of  it  ip^y  b^  sq€|i  ^b  Plot's  Nalmral  JUi^tQif  . 
ValkiloE'tu  the  ancient  tb^U^  of  Greece  and  Bome^  wbich  iFfBTS 
too  CKten^iva  to  lultnU  of  a  piemjBuejiit  f^ofiji^,  t)»e  plMOt^r  b«i  ia* 
lrtidu€«d  au  iut^^rscrted  cord-ohiwldiliiig,  aff^Uog;  to  jiop^^Bt^ 
^i^ail  uf  coloured  drapery,  ^\¥^  Qe^il  a^e  'V  fiHrliug  iip^'^  !• 
nake  IV  ^y  for  tl^^  despept  i^f  Ih^  ^firls  and  mence^,  t<>  irhoi»  tnilh 
AppvoacheSj  a  gue^t  deair^  JKy  tlKmalk  Yarknii^  edber  Genii 
yiMiuai  the  lriuruj)b  «f  tbi^  fe^tiyarl,  an4  dliyja  <»l?y>  wpioit^itfid 
InMity^  ttic  great  ^Amm  of  art  and  i|ci)9ica»  from  li^e  hap^y 
aasemtifage.  Bt^side^  bhiapict0i^  kkbfopr  thrl^  |>QrMita  oraiaonit 
lilb  place  ;  those  of  ArchbJ^hjOf  SheMoD,  tka  Dukeof  Otmoiid, 
•fid  Sir  Cliriaiopher  Wi^a.  ^ 

I»  Ibe  theatre  aro  held  the  acts  tena$d .  tLe  Eoqwata  aad 
dHuilia^  and  Lord  Crewe's  aiAi4al  c^mlaeisoration  of  beaefacion. 
Belare  the  CUireadoti  Presa  waa  eat^bliabedi  aeme  tooiaa  «oa- 
0fe<^  "v^Hli  ih^  t}u£Ltre  vere  iiaed  for  priolting  ;  a  ctreuontaiiae 
vlucli  aeeounts  for  the  fte^nenl  repreaentattott  af  this  boildntg' 
in  the  U\X^  page  of  book%.  prt&l^  at  Osfiurd,  towacdA  the  aloaa 
«f  i4ie  seveutceuth  centovy.  The  ca^e  jaf  tke  atrndiiiKe  ia  rt- 
.poaed  is  tva  persons,  teimed  ^uratoia,.  yho  are  elected  by  cmh 
foeattoo.  •  ; 

Tht  ClarendQn  Printing  Bmse  inub  bdilt  ki  the  year  1711^ 
vflh  the  protitj  arii^io^fioiii.Lord  Clarendon's  HklcMry  of  the  fte« 
littlioti,  If  hiiih  work  was  pnaaaiiled  to  the  Vaiveraity  by  the  aan 
af  lii«  noble  autljor.  li  ia  a  massy  edifice,  t«o  atoriea  high,  aiid 
Its  lEct  iu  leugtb.  Ilk  froat  is .  a  Doric  pcortieo,  the  cohiauiB  of 
vfcich  reach  to  the  lieight  of  the  second  akory.  Co  the  oppo^fa 
aide  ia  a  raiigo  of  three  quarter  coluiaos ;  and  a  Darie  eotafaJatwiia  * 
arn&uLttit^  the  whole  of  the  building.     On  the  top  are  casts  in 

K0f  the  umc  Mtmes ;  o?er  the  south  eu trance  is  placed  a  good 
e  of  Lord  Ckrendon.  Vanbnrgh  was  the  architect  em* 
^bjed  III  thi^  huilditig.  Besides  the  rooms  used  for  printing; 
Uifr«  IS  ^  brge  apartment  iii  whicli  the  heads  of  houses  hold 

meetiai^ 


^ 
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.neclhig*.    'The  lanneas  ^i  the  printiDg  House  it  wpcrinteaJed 

•  fay  persotw  termed  delegEtee  of  the  press^  trho  are  appotnted  by 
'  the  vice-cfaaneellor  and  the  proctors  *. 

The  Radclife  Likrary  is  situated  in  an  area  in  some  shape 

'  ihnroiirable  to  architectoTal  efiort,  since  all  objects  of  a  mean  or 

nn^easnig  chaTBc;ter  are  excluded  from  i^iew.    The  four  sidte 

are  oceapiedhy  St.  Mary's  Chnrofa^  a  part  of  All  SooPs  College^ 

.the  schools,  and  the  great  front  of  Brasen-nose  College.     This 

•  Uhrary  was  foanded  by  the  eccentric,  but  skilfsl  and  benefo* 
lent  physician.  Dr.  Radcliffe,  who  bequeathed  the  sum  of  40,0001. 
fa  iU  erection,  and  likewise  left  IdOl.  per  amium  for  a  libnrias, 

.  and  1001.  per  amiwm  for  the  purchase  of  books.  Gibbs  was  the 
architect  i^pointed ;  by  whom  the  building  was  begun  in  1737, 
cod  completed  in  1749. 

The  rustic  baaemmit  of  the  edifice,  100  feet  in  diameter,  is  in 
the  tern  of  a  doable  octagon,  or  sixteen  square,  seven  of  which 
oqnares  are  orinmented  with  a  pediment,  and  woAed  into  gate* 
ways  leading  to  an  arcade,  in  the  centre  of  which  is  a  capacious 
dome.  From  this  basement  proceeds  a  cylindrical  snperstmc- 
tnre,  adorned  with  three  quarter  Corinthian  columns,  ranged  in 
coapieis.  Between  these  couplets  are  constructed  allenwidy 
windows  and  niches,  the  latter  surmouiktod  by  festoons  of  fruit 
and  flowers.  Over  the  entabktare  ia  a  balnatrade,  finbhed  with 
vases  on  the  piers  perpendicular  with  the  columna.  A  cupola, 
aixty  feet  high,  completes  the  elevati<m. 

The  embelliahments  of  the  interior  were  executed  by  the  tint 
nrtista  which  the  age  prodocedr  The  dome  is  wrought  into  com* 
partmento  of  beantiftil  stucco ;  and  between  the  windows  in  the 
cylindric  part,  from  which  the  light  is  chiefly  obtained,  am 

highly- 

*  Ames  dates  tbe  first  book  printed  at  Ok  ford,  1478,  (aeven  ^eaia  after 
Taxton's  first  work,)  but  other  writers  assert  tbat  Corsellis  printed  berr,  as 
early  as  1168.  The  business  of  printing  was  in  the  bands  of  persons  nncon* 
noctcd  with  the  Unirersity,  till  ir.7«,  when  Bishop  Fell,  and  other  di^in- 
fatsbed  members^  undertook  the  manage ment  of  a  regular  University  press. 
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toesaes  of  flowers  and  fruit.  Oter  the  dkor  w  ^a 
tlitaeef  Dr.  Radeliffe,  by  Ryslirach,  and  one  of  the  gallery^en- 
Inacei  U  ornamented  with  a  boat  of  the  arehttect. 

The  Radelifie  library  asaniedly  ranks  among  the  most  splendid 
etnameais  of  the  UniverBity^  in  an  architectural  point  of  view; 
but  the  superior  atlrecttons  of  the  Bodleian  aeem  likely  to>  en- 
gross the,  coBtribntions  of  the  learned.  We  have  not  the  oppov- 
tsaity  of  recording  any  important  oflering  of  books^  except  thai 
■sde  by  Gibbs,  the  srchitect^  who  beqaeatbed  bis  valnable  eel- 
Isctiea,  and  the  whole  of  hia  prints  a^d  drawings. 

Dr.  RadcUdhy  the  beneficent  Ibonder  of  this  straeture^  wim 
admitted  a  hatteler  of  Univeraity  College,  in  1665,  and  was 
afterwards  made  senior  scholar.  No  Mlewship  speedily  oe- 
csrriag,  he  removed  to  Lincoln  College^  where  he  applied  to  the 
stady  of  phyaic,  and  took  his  doctor's  degree  in  1682.  He  prao* 
tiied  for  some  time  at  Oxford^  and  bis  saccem  is  said  to  have  been 
c^mI  to  hia  merit  But,  anxioas  to  enlargpe  the  sphere  of  e«* 
cftioa«  he  removed  to  London,  and  qnickly  obtained  so  mnoh  no- 
Isriety  that  he  wss  chosen  to  attend  the  royal  Aunily  daring  the 
reigns  of  King  William  and  Queen  Anne.  The  facility  with 
wUch  be  afterwards  amassed  a  considerable  fortune  may^  be 
mdily  apprehended.  Dr.  Badcliflfis  bad  no  fiimily ;  and,  after 
pmfiding  for  his.sisters  and  nepliews,  be  dedicated  his  property 
to  tbe  uses  of  that  University  which  had  engrossed  his  early 
aflecUotts.  After  the  construction  of  the  library,  and  the  fot- 
flaeut  of  his  otiier  beneftkctions,  a  large  surplus  remained-  in 
tbe  hands  of  the  trustees,  which  it  will  be  seen  Ivom  an  ensuing 
page  they  have  applied  to  purposea  equally  dear  to  acienoe  and  to 
Miug. 

The  Ashmaiean  Museum  was  founded  in  the  year  1682,  ibr 
tbe  reception  of  rare  productions,  both  natural  and  artificial,  by 
Eliss  Ashmole,  author  of  the  History  of  the  Garter;  a  roan  of 
sniTersal  curiosity,  if  not  of  deep  general  learning.  The  build- 
tag  WIS  erected  by  Sir  Christopher  Wren,  at  the  expense  of  the 
Vttivcrsity,  and  i^  conspicuously   well-adapted  to  the  nse  for 

which 


.MsVyii  M  jui^AoiMdirith  it  foe  portkb  of  tte  G^riflMMi  «iifr, 
and  wttb  embl^pi^iiaftl  ikfitm  tiUkmrif  to  \kt  4wiiwtiiHi  of  ihe 
jil»«H4kare.    Tb<  Qrwn»«l»  tr^  abuMttiTl,  yjol  Ml  «to  qmU  be 

Tbe  citfjosilj«t  pretLOtle^  by  Ashmole^  Md  whi^b  tke  Vniiii- 
4ity  dciMQdr^QltHiedtflrso  co^tty  a  «e««p|aole,  e^naisUi  cbi4^ 
.Iff  the  caUeetf«n  ^ifiiiaUy  mde  by  the  tRo  TndcBcantj^  Oe 
.aakbratod  ai^nraUaU  ftudr  physic  gaidoMm  of  Savth  Linbalb. 
To  these  he  adjfid  aliOi»  medab,  and  alaAwcripla^  GoUasldl 
hy  biauiBK  tnd  be  he^eafthed  to  the  inrtitniion  the  whok  of 
Jbia  Klnaiy.-  Lsffge.  additions  havie  b<:en  madi  at  TaitNia  (kimIs 
%f  ^luMroas  eoatoibhiloni^  padacnlarly  l^  Di .  Plot  aad  Eiteari 
Uwyd  (liie  fiivt  ka^peqi  of  tbe  HiiaeUni;)  by  Mr*  Bdrlaae,  Ihe 
Juatoriaii  of  CoriHratt;  aiid  by  Mr.  Beiuhold  Fostar*  The  fal- 
ter ooMiibatioo  c#Baiata  of  curioiis  artkbea  from  the  Soath  Sea 
Idands.  In  tbia  hutldin^  are  lifcewiae  preserved  th0  bacto 
vbidi  fonaerly  iMbi^M  to  Dc.  Iiater»  and  the  nwaukcnfli^ 
i»f  Sir  William  Dugdttk,  John  Anbwy,  and  Antony  Wood.  Tksm 
joe  also  some  paintings. 

The  A$irpnomicat  ObsermU9ry  m  an  elegant  buildings  in  a 
aalm  and  relived  sitnation,  ai  tba  aitmBiity  of  the  nqprtb  i 
The  very  appropriate  site  of  ^lis  eaeolioo^  aad  tbe 
fraonda  atteched,  ivere  presented  hy  his  Grace,  the  Dnke  df 
Marlborough;  the  expenae  of  the  buildings  (neariy  90,0001)  vss 
definyed  by  the  tmsteea  acting  under  the  will  of  Dr.  RadcUflk 
The  ptaAxA  elevation  of  the  observatory  is  apvnids  of  MO  ftflt 
The  third  story  consists  of  an  octangular  tover,  with  aenlpians 
of  the  eight  winds  on  the  entablature,  and  a  ponderona  earth- 
aolonred  globe  at  the  top,  snstained,  vith  seeming  difianltyi  by 
two  draining  figarea.    The  building  is  provided  witb  a  library, 

alaotars 

^  The  whole  of  the  BISS,  contained  in  tbe  epartmeatt  beloDg iog  to  tbt 
Museum  are  not  lets  in  number  than  620,  the  greater  part  of  which  relates  W 
l^^glich  History  and  Antiquities. 
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ft  feeture  rootn,  and  an  extremely  ?d1iiab)e  set  of  liilttotlditliesll  id- 

Atnntaetits. 

the  Phygit  Gardtn  is  an  acquisition  for  which  ihfe  tlniversity 
B  mdebted  fo  Henry  Danvers,  Earl  of  Danby,  who  procured  & 
l^ase  of  the  ground  from  Magdalen  College,  in  1622.  The  gar- 
ifens  are  opposite  to  Magdalen,  on  the  sooth,  and  comprise  about 
Ire  acres.  The  whole  premises  are  encompassed  by  a  wall,  and 
fte  entrdtncd  is  through  a  handsome  gateway,  designed  by  Iniga 
Jones,  and  executed  by  Nichoias  Stone,  sefiior.  Over  tlie  arch 
<yfthe gateway  IS  a  btfst  of  the  founder;  and  on  the  right  and 
left  are  statues  of  Charles  I.  and  11.  ♦.  The  garden  is  arranged 
2o  (bur  quarters,  and  is  provided  with  suitable  gtcfeuhouses,  zni 
t  hot-house.  The  plants,  &c.  are  equsHy  numerous  and  esti- 
ttabfe.  The  first  keeper  was  appointed  in  1669,  HVSi  an  annuatf 
ftipend  of  forty  pounds.  In  the  year  f 7$8  Dr.  Shcrard,  whd 
had  likewise  bestowed  a  number  of  rare  exotics,  left  dOOOl.  a^ 
the  endowment  o(  a  professor  in  botany;  and,  in  1793,  his  pre- 
cent  Majesty  graciously  founded  a  regius  professorship  in  the 
luie  science. 

St,  Mary's  Church  requires  to  be  noticed  in  this  place,  as  th^ 
ehurck  in  which  the'  chief  members  of  the  University  attenct 
Divine  Service,  except  on  some  particular  days  when  the  ser- 
awns  are  appointed  to  be  preached  at  St.  Peter's  in  the  East,  or 
in  certain  colleges.  The  public  preachers  are  ten  in  number,  of 
whom  five  go  out  of  office  every  year.  St.  Mary's  is  <;ituate  off 
the  north  of  the  High  Street,  and  is  a  beautiful  Gothic  structure, 
eoDststing  of  three  aisles,  and  a  spacious  ohancel,  bnilt,  nearly  as 
it  now  appears,  in  1498^.  The  tower  is  square,  with  two  gra- 
duated boCtresses  at  each  angle,  on  every  ftice  of  which  is  a  statue' 
You  Xir.  R  in 

'  The  expense  of  these  statiits  was  partly  defrayed  with  a  fine  (541.)  paid 
bj  Aacony  Wood  for  a  libel  on  Lord  Clarendon.  Wood,  who  is  known 
**  oeiiher  to  bare  tpafed  (ritfoid  or  foe/'  accesed  ihe  ehancelior  of  bribery  aAd 
cwrcpiion.  The  g;reateit  indignation  wa«i  excited  at  Oxford  by  this  ctiarge. 
Wted^a  book  w«»  poblioly  burned  in  the  tfacMrt  y«r<t,  w4  he  waa  ootidemneA 
lo  be  expelled  as  a  disturber  of  the  peace. 
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in  a  canopied  niche.  From  behind  these  spring  pinnadea,  finely 
proportioned,  and  richly  ornamented.  A  taper  spire  snrmomits 
the  whole ;  the  entire  elevation  being  180  feet.  The  front  to- 
warls  the  High  Street  is  in  the  best  style  of  Henry  YII.'s  ragn ; 
Imt  the  effect  has  been  much  injured  by  a  porch,  with  heavy 
twisted  columns,  erected  in  1637,  by  Dr.  Owen,  chaplain  to 
Archbishop  Laud  *.  When  the  members  of  the  University  attend 
Divine  Service  in  this  church,  the  vice-chancellor  sita  on  a 
throne  elevated  some  few  steps  above  the  west  end  of  the  ouddle 
aisl^  The  two  proctors  take  place  a  little  below;  the  heads  tf 
houses  and  doctors  ait  on  either  hand;  below  whom  are  ranged 
the  noblemen-stadents.  The  masters  of  arts  occupy  benches  in 
the  area.  The  bachelors^  and  under-gradoates,  have  seats  in  con- 
tiguous galleries.  A  room  on  the  north  side  of  the  chancel  is 
ased  as  the  common  law-school,  and  here  the  vinerian  professor 
reads  lectures. 

The  city  of  Oxford,  including  the  suburbs,  is  about  one  mile 
and  a  quarter  from  east  to  west,  and  is  nearly  of  the  same  extent 
from  north  to  south.  The  city,  properly  so  called,  and  which  was 
'  encompassed  by  a  wall,  is  of  an  oblong  form,  and  not  more  than 
two  miles  in  circumference.  Although  so  much  has  been  naid  con- 
cerning the  probable  consequence  of  the  place  in  the  early  Bri- 
tish, and  succeeding  Roman  ages,  we  do  not  find  that  any  coins, 
or  relics,  of  peculiar  interest,  have  been  discovered.  The  existing 
features  of  the  city  affi>rd  a  more  satisfiictory  theme  than  con- 
jectures respecting  its  early  importance. 

There  are  two  principal  streets  in  Oxfiird,  which  run  from  e&st 
to  west,  and  from  north  to  south.  The  first  of  these  loses  the 
name  of  High  Street  when  it  reaches  Quairevois,  or  Cirfax 
Church,  and  loses  also  its  expansive  width  and  splendour  of  col- 
legiate embellishment.    The  second  has  the  church  of  St  Giles 


*  Ottr  the  porch  isa  lUtue  of  the  Virgin,  with  the  inftnt  Chriit  in  her 
ano^.  The  r*aatict  were  lo  macb  offeoded  bjr  the  archbishop  sufiering  his 
ohaplaia  to  er^t  tiiis  ttatws  that  tbej  made  the  circomstaacet  one  of  the  av« 
licleiof  hit  impeachment. 
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Mir  iU  coBUBMiieeiiiail  on  the  north,  and  is,  for  some  dutanoe,  of 
la  BBoaiial  width  and  most  pleaaing  character.  It  contracta  into 
ao«d  and  iael^ganoe  before  it  teachea  Caiiax;  hot  then  again 
sttaiaa  an  airiness  of  width,  and  gaina  fresh  importance  from  the 
rMpectable  front  of  the  Town  Hall,  and  the  magnificent  fabric  of 
Christ  Chnrcb«  Several  of  the  minor  streets,  which  diverge  from 
these  interaecting  wajfs,  remind  the  beholder  .of  the  periods  in 
wbich  the  limit  of  fortified  walls  compelled  the  inhabitants  to 
press  their  tenements  close  together,  even  though  epidemy  was 
likely  to  be  the  consequence  of  their  want  of  room.  A  street 
of  fair  ptroportions,  however,  runs  nearly  parallel  with  the  High 
Street  on  the  north.  The  buildings  of  Oxford  possess  three 
distinctions  of  character.  The  ancient  houses  constructed  for 
the  use  of  traders  are  built  in  an  iiregular  and  inoommo* 
diooa  oMUiner,  and  are  formed  of  the  most  fragile  materials, 
though  large  quarries  of  stone  were  close  at  baud.  The  man« 
sions  hnilt  as  lodgings  for  students  before  a  residence  in  college 
became  general,  or  as  abodes  of  the  gentry  while  the  court  occa« 
sionally  resorted  to  Oxford,  are  still  frequent;  and  these  are 
formed  of  stone,  and  designed  on  an  extensive  scale.  The  build- 
ings of  comparatively  recent  periods  are  numerous,  and  are  in- 
variably solid,  commodious,  and  eligible.  The  houses  most  de- 
sirable for  private  residence  are  situate  in  St  Giles's.  An  agree- 
able air  of  retirement  pervades  this  street*,  and  many  of  the 
bttiMinga  are  capacious  and  detached. 

The  period  at  which  Oxford  was  first  encompassed  by  a  wall 
cannot  be  aacertained ;  but  the  transcript  of  Domesday,  inserted 
in  a  former  page,  provea  that  the  city  possessed  such  a  mean  of 
defence  in  the  reign  of  Edward  the  Confessor.    The  walls  were 

R2  much 

*  The  neighbourhood  of  the  chorch  dedicated  to  St.  Gilci  will  Qtoall^  be 
the  Bott  redme  district.  St.  Giles  sroided  all  hi{(h  places,  and  confortcd 
tbe  aorrowfal,  and  endeavoured  to  heal  the  siclt,  on  the  most  remote  spot  ho 
covld  find.  Hence  the  church  erected  ia  honour  of  this  saint  is  always  placed 
«C  the  txtrtmtj  of  a  town*  or  city. 
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much  Aoaagfld  *by  King  Steplke»,  ^Imd  be  laul  siege  H  tka  eitf , 
•ad  were  k  sa  raiiKUM  a  oondUioa  in  llie  ^aM  ol  Heavy  liL 
that  the  king  graated  te  the  mayer  aad  hur§eiiiaa»  ^  far  Ifaa  half 
of  repairing  their  ivail,  a«  also  fiir  the  greater  aeearity  el  the 
eeootry  hereabout,  that  onee  every  week,  iir  three  yean*  spi«e» 
they  sboald  receive  a  haUpeiuu^  of  e?evy'  leaded  cart  that  breught 
varee  to  eeli  here,  aad  af  any  oavt  of  aii^ther cenntvy  apeooy ; 
aod  giauted  them  aomaiage;  that  is,  ovety  heaie  leaded  vUh 
varee,  (except  hushes,  hay,  or  tbe-  likej  a  favthiag,  Aad,  sIm^ 
af  every  hoosa  or  mare,  ox  or  cow,  hroaght  here  to  be  B<dfk,  a 
bal^teoay ;  far  tea  sb^ep,  goats,  or  boge,  a  paaay/'  The  wattt 
were  agaia  Repaired  ia  the  veiga  of  RiclianI  ir.  in  coaee^aeaee 
of  a  brief  from  Ibe  king,  addreseed  to  the  nayor  and  hargHMS, 
in  which  he  says,  '<  that  the  walls,  with  the  towers  thereof, 
anciently  kept  firm  aad  whofe,  were  now  beeeme-  so  weak  sal 
miaous,  and  sLbo  the  ditch,  or  meat,  of  eld  so  bread  and  deep, 
so  stopped  up,  that  if  his  eneaiies  io  France  should  HHFsde  Bag- 
land  it  would  put  his  persi^a  to  great  hazard,  unless  a  quick 
remedy  was  fouud  to  repair  them/'  The  expense  of  the  repeia* 
tion  was  defrayed  by  a  tax  levied  indiscriminately  oa  all  perssns, 
religious  as  well  as  secular,  vesidiDg  withio  the  city.  This  wsm 
the  last  regalar  repair  which  took  plaoe.  Whea  tha  city  was 
put  in  a  state  of  defence  by  Charles  I.  temporary  fortifieaUont 
were  constructed,  to  atone  for  the  chasms  in  the  ascietit  Mne  ef 
mural  embattlements.  Tlia  wall  was  lofly  and  massive,  with  ' 
towers,  or  tarrets,  at  the  most  assailable  points;  aitd  was,  in 
some  places,  construct^  oa  arches.  Thare  were,  origiaaHy, 
five  gates,  besides  posteras.  The  chief  of  these  l^d  two  reusd 
towers  o£  defence  on  each  side,  aad  that  w  the  nortli,  called 
Bocardo,  was  machicolated.  lathe  tranquil  eras  which  led  to  a 
neglect  of  the  wall  as  a  fortified  barrier,  the  remaining  towers,  or 
turrets,  were  tenanted  by  the  lower  order  of  citizens;  and,  in 
some  instances,  when  they  approximated  to  hallp  of  stpidy,  wew 
need  as  lodgings  foi;  scjiol^rs.    The  poAoipal  parts  of  the  wall 
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Hitt  re«aiBi0f  are  MmhkA  io  M«rtoti  and  New  Cotles^as.  Vari- 
om  tiEcoB  of  the  lines  4f  forttfidaMn  dniirn  Mj  UfaArles  I.  tre  dis- 
coveiabte  ia  aev^ral  disltieto. 

Tke  city  of  OxfMrd  is  divided  into  fdlir  ivMs,  and  ^onsiftts, 
with  its  sobwlw,  of  foarto^ii  pArishesj^  AU  Saints.Carfbx,  or  St 
MtrUn'a.  SU  CleM^ni'd.  Sti  iibli6.  6t  Giles's,  Holywell.  9t. 
John's.  St.  Mary  Magdalen's.  St.lllary':!.  Si.  Miehael's.  St. 
Peter's  in  the  EmC  St.  Pete's  in  tlie  Bailey.  St.  Aldate'i^, 
or  St  Old's,  and  St.  Tfaoam'B; 

Th9  Clmreli  «f  St.  Mu^y's  bas  been  ali^eady  riotieed.    that 
dedicated  to  "  All  Saints"  ia,  }tlie#ise^  situated  in  th^  lligli 
StMet,  but  Is  a  sIruotAre  of  a  very  difimni  character.     Thfe 
diac«b|  which  had  for  ftntoy  nges  o«e«fied  tbia  sitfe^  Uli  i^tt  Hi 
1699,  and  the  pf«sent  edified  w«f  ftpeedily  er^iJted^  andei*  ihk 
gnidiag  talent  of  Di'.  Aldrioh,  Dean  of  Chtlirt  Chn^cb,  ^i^hose  af- 
cfaiteetural  tastd  was  so  ci^rlilbly  displayed  In  th^  boildhigs  of 
Peckwater  Square.    This  cbmroh  is  a  fine  b6iidihg,  in  the  stj^le 
af  saorod  arshiteoHifo  wbk;h  Sir  Chriito(yhef  Wreh  assisted  in 
reuderiog  poyular.r    There  are  tw^  ragged  of  irindews,  i^iih  dir- 
plicaled  Conntbiaii  pilasftfrs  lii^wee*  those  of  tlii^  Uwer  fier,  and 
a  stone  baloitradd  at  th^  top.     The  t«wer  H  Hi^fe,  and  6upp<His 
a  larrek  endrsled  by  Cor^fhian  pillkrs^  frdnrt  wbich  proceeds  a 
landsomc  spire.    The  interior  is  seventy-two  feet  long,  forty-two 
wida>  and  fifty  bigb,  and  eonlprHaes  a  iiate,  chancel,  and  two 
aislea^     There  is  no  ptlhir  within  the  walls,  bnt  pilasters  of  the 
CarinliMaB  order  art)  jlleivtlfoHy  introduced.    Under  the  direction 
af  Df.  Aldrloh  the  c^ling  was  ornamented  with  fretwork,  and 
with  double  rows  of  painted  arms  appertaining  to  the  variola  be- 
nafectoiw. 

St  Peter's  in  Ibei  East  is,  in  paH,  an  interesting  specimen  of 
SasMHi  architecftnrey  shid  is  believed  to  have  been  originally  built 
by  St  Gtfimbald,  Ane  of  the  firat  professors  nnder  the  patronage 
of  Uie  great  Alfred.    The  building  is  composed  of  freestone  *, 

R  3  and 

^  It  it  said  thst  a  boildiog  of  stone  was  so  entire  a  novelty  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood 
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and  has  a  nare  and  aide  aisle,  ivith  a  chancel,  ahnlting  on  whidi 
is  another  aisle  that  extends  to  the  north.  The  length,  esdn* 
aive  of  the  chancel,  is  about  seventy-six  feet,  and  the  width  forty 
two.  The  chancel  is  thirty-nine  feet  in  length.  At  the  west  end 
is  a  square  tower,  having  on  each  side  a  small  pointed  window, 
not  glazed.  The  part  towards  the  east  is  the  only  remain  of  the 
$axon  fabric.  The  other  divisions  are  evidently  of  a  more  re- 
cent date,  and  are  supposed  by  Heame  to  have  been  rebuilt  in 
the  reign  of  Henry  V.  In  the  centre  of  the  eastern  end  is  a 
pediment,  and  at  each  comer  is  a  turret,  rounded  towards  the  top, 
and  capped  with  a  cooical  roofing  of  stone-work.  The  chief 
window  is  pointed,  and  more  modem  than  the  wall  in  whieb  it 
is  inserted ;  but,  on  the  south,  are  a  window  and  several  small 
pillafv  aqd  mouldings,  completely  Saxon.  On  the  other  side,  like- 
wise, may  be  seen  part  of  a  large  Saxon  window,  the  greater  pro* 
portion  of  which  is  hidden  by  a  tasteless  mass  of  stone  and  mor« 
tar  appropriated  to  the  uses  of  a  vestry  room. 

The  chancel  contains  two  fine  clusters  of  Saxon  columns,  and 
p,  window  uiitoached  by  the  hand  of  innovation,  on  one  side  of 
which  is  a  plain  pillar,  and  on  the  other  a  pillar  carved  to  the 
height  of  Saxon  taste.  The  window  obscured  on  the  outer  pirt 
liere  displays  its  original  form,  and  has  a  plain  pillar  on  either 
side. 

The  furaitore  of  the  church  does  not  possess  any  claim  to 
magnificence.  The  font  is  embowered  in  a  representation  of  the 
forbidden  tree,  supported  by  two  unattired  figures,  intended  for 
Adam  and  Eve,  In  a  window  on  the  north  is  a  fonctfol  symbol  of 
the  Trinity. 

Beneath  the  chancel  is  a  crypt  in  excellent  preservation,  the 
arches  of  which  are  supported  by  four  ranges  of  short  Saxon  pillars. 
In  a  vault  under  this  chancel  St.  Grimbald  intended  his  remains 
to  be  placed;  but,  when  the  dispute  arose  between  himself  audi 
the  scholars,  he  indignantly  removed  his  monumental  preparations 

to 
boorliood  whea  this  church  wm  effecte<|,  that  people  Qocked  to  view  it  ai  a 
prtKligY  of  art* 
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toWmcbester.  Under  a  stoue  in  the  chnrchyard  lies  Thomas 
Heme.  The  humble  memorial  which  marks  the  grave  of  this 
bborioQS  antiquary  was  piously  repaired  in  1754,  by  Dr.  Raw» 
fiosofl*. 

SL  Peter's  was  originally  the  Unirersity  church,  and  the  vice- 
cbaneellor,  heads  of  booses,  &c.  still  attend  service  here  in  the 
sftemoon  of  the  Sundays  in  Lent  f. 

The  other  parochial  churches  of  Oxford  have  little  claim  to 
aielntecta^  beauty,  and  have  no  attendant  circumstances  of  pe-> 
cttliar  interest  Car&x,  or  St.  Martin%  is  descended  by  several 
steps,  and  is  composed  of  a  nave,  two  narrow  aisles,  and  a  chan- 
cel. Over  the  west  end  is  a  tower,  formerly  more  lofty,  but 
reduced  to  ito  present  dimensions  in  the  reign  of  Edward  III.  in 
coBsequence  of  a  complaint  made  by  the  scholars  that  the  towns- 
men would  retire  thither  "  in  time  of  combat,''  and  annoy  them 
with  stones  and  arrows,  as  fmA  a  castle.  There  is  no  record  of 
tJie  foundation  of  this  church.  The  tutelar  saint  was  Bishop  of 
reart,  and  died  oitno  399. 

St  Clement's  is  a  small  church  in  the  eastern  suburb,  consisting 
of  one  aisle  and  a  chancel.  Over  the  west  end  is  a  low  tower, 
capped  with  tiles. 

The  church  of  St  Ebbs  was  dedicated  to  the  memory  of  £66a, 
daughter  of  Ethelfrid,  King  of  Northumberland,  who  died  in  663. 
The  building  contains  a  nave,  north  aisle,  and  chancel. 

St  Giles's  was  erected  in  the  twelfth  century,  on  the  site,  as 
•sme  writers  suppose,  of  *'  an  anciei^t  Britvih  temple,"  and  con* 
tsias  a  nave,  chancel,  and  two  aisles.  The  south  aisle  opens  to  a 
diapel,  founded  by  one  of  the  Fitzwarrens  of  Waltoit,  and  dedi- 
csted  to  St  Mary  the  Virgin.  At  the  west  end  is  an  embattled 
tower. 

R  4  Holywell 

•  The  following  notice  of  Hearne's  burial  occun  in  the  parish  regbter : — 
TbDoaaa  Ream,  of  Edmond  Hall  (ScWptor  egrtgiui^  Jane  16, 1735. 

t  Tlie  fellows  of  Corpus  Cbristi  College  are  obliged  bjr  their  statutes  to 
preach  a  scnnon  daring  this  season,  either  in  this  church,  or  at  St,  P^ttVs 
Ctm,  belbte  they  are  admitted  to  the  degree  of  bachelor  in  dirioity . 
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HolywcU  is  a  cbapeY,  dedicated  to  tlie  holy  cross,  and  t^fcr-* 
tailing  to  St.  Peter's  in  the  ^a^t.  This  chap^  coB^i^ts  of  ont 
aivle  and  a  chaHcel,  together  with  an  attached  chantry  dedicated 
to  the  Virgin  Mary.  The  strnctnre  is  believed  to  have  been 
erected  by  Robert  de  Oilgij  the  Norman  governor  of  Oxfttrd^  ap- 
pointed by 'the  Conqueror.  Dr.  Plot  conjectures  thai  a  Roaum 
road  crossed  the  Oharvel),  in  the  vicinity  of  this  charch,  or 
chapel. 

$1.  John's  church  has  been  ivoticed  in  our  account  of  Merton 
College.  St.  Majry  Magdalen's  is  diyid^  into  a  nave,  two  aisles, 
and. a  chancel.  On  the  south  is  a  chantry,  built  originally  by 
}Iqgh,  Bishop  of  Lincoln,  in  1194;  but  renewed  by  King  Sd- 
vard  III.  and  dedicated  iQ  th^  Holy  Vii^gip,  vho%Q  sta^o  fsr* 
(Berly  stood  here  on  a  pedestal.  On  tha  north  sido  is  anatliec 
chantry,  supposed  to  have  been  built  by  Porvoigille,  th^  ^^dreap 
of  Balllol  College.  Over  the  ^csl  end  of  the  church  riaos  an  en* 
^ttled  tower, 

St.  Michael's  originally  belonged  to  the  canons  of  St.  Fridea- 
wide,  and  was  united  to  All  Saint's  Churdi  by  this  Biaho|i  of 
Lincoln,  la  1429,  when  he  H|ade  that  edifice  coll^iate,  |t  ia  9«fW 
a  curacy,  incorporated  into  one  collegiate  church  with  th^  CoU 
kge  of  liiicoln.  The  tower  of  St.  Mich^ePs  is  very  an<^ent, 
s^ud  appears  to  be  rapidly  sinking  nnder  the  influeno^  of  lima. 
The  other  parts  of  the  diurcb  have  been  more  recently  ossi- 
$tructcd.  The  building  is  composed  of  a  nave,  chancel,  andlwo 
(VisUs. 

On  the  site  of  St.  Peter's  iu  the  Bailey  stood  a  vory  andent 
slructuie,  \vhich  fell  down  \x\  1726.  Tha  pirosent  charoh  was 
opened  iji  the  year  1740,  and  is  a  respectable  stone  bniMiag. 
Tlic  nave  is  spacious,  and  has  an  aisle  on  each  side.  A  gaUary 
has  beeu  udtled  by  the  benefaction  of  Daniel  Flexney,  a  carpenter, 
and  the  iuttrnal  decorations  are  of  a  suitable  aud  unassuming 
character. 

St.  Aldale's  *  is  often,  by  a  strange  perversion  of  terms,  called 

St. 
•  Aldate  is  a  British  saint  of  the  finh  centorj. 


St  (Hds  !  The  fint  chnrcb  elected  on  this  ipbt  wa«  of  wood, 
tid  is  supposed  to  have  been  constructed  by  the  Britons,  before 
the  era  of  Saxon  si^ay.  The  edifice  was  afterwards  refounded, 
and  used  as  a  cloister  to  receive  persons  training  for  the  priory 
of  St  Frideswide  and  Abingdon  Abbey.  The  present  church  is 
as  irregular  strncture,  composed  at  various  periods. 

The  church  of  St.  Thomas  was  founded  in  1 141  >  by  the  canoQg 
of  Oaoey,  and  was  first  dedicated  to  St.  Nicholas^  but  afterwards 
acquired  its  present  appellation  from  Thomas  k  Becket.  The 
bqildiog  consists  of  one  aisle  and  a  chancel.  Over  the  west  end 
is  an  embattled  tower. 

The  city  of  Oxford  is  well  paved^  and  very  considerable  im- 
profsments  have  been  efibcled  in  variovs  parts,  in  consequence 
of  an  Act  of  Parliament  obtained  in  1 771.  Magdalen  Bridge,  or 
that  over  which  the  town  is  entered  from  the  east,  is  an  elegant 
Btoiie  building:,  536  feet  in  length,  biiilt  in  1779,  at  the  expense 
of  eight  thousand  pounds.  The  bridge  over  the  Isis  in  the 
vostem  b'uburb  consists  of  three  substantial  arches ;  and,  on  the 
MBtb,  is  another  bridge  over  the  same  river,  on  which  stood,  till 
lately,  a  lofty  tower,  -popularly  termed  Friar  Bacon's  Study. 
This  was  evidently  designed  for  a  watch-tower,  and  is  supposed 
to  have  been  built  in  the  reign  of  Stephen.  It  is,  however,  pro- 
table,  that  Bacon  was  frequently  in  Ibe  habit  of  ascending  this 
veiwnble  elevation,  for  the  purpose  of  making  astronomical  re- 
marks. 

The  Town  and  CataUif  Hall  is  a  spacious  stone  building,  with 
a  range  of  rustic  work  iuthe  lower  division  of  the  frout,  and  a 
pediment  ov^  the  centre.  The  whole  space  beneath  the  hall 
is  an  open  corridore.  Annexed  to  the  chief  part  of  the  build-* 
iog  aie  vanoua  rooms  for  the  use  of  the  corporation,  and  for  the 
•ffice  of  the  towo-clerk,  &G.  This  edifice  was  completed  in  1752, 
prineipaliy  at  the  expense  of  ThonaB  Rowney,  Esq.  late  repre- 
sentative in  Parliament,  and  high  steward  of  the  city.  In  one  of 
like  ipoms  are  preserved  some  good  portraits^ 

In  Holywell  Street  is  a  handsome  stone  edifice,  termed  the  Music 
9  roofff. 
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roinn.  Tbis  biiiMiDg  is  not  rery  large,  bat  contains  an  orchestri, 
trtth  rows  of  seats  for  the  auditory,  rising  gradnally  from  tLe 
floor.  The  front  is  plain,  but  well  proportioned ;  and  the  whole 
stmcture  does  credit  to  Dr.  Camplin,  (sometime  vice-principal 
of  St.  Edmund  Hal),)  from  whose  design  it  was  erected,  Tbis 
room  was  built  by  subscription,  and  was  opened  in  1748;  bat  the 
finances  are  hx  from  being  in  a  flonrisliing  condition. 

The  Raddiffe  Infirmary  is  a  large  and  respectsble  stone  build- 
ing, well  suited  to  its  purpose,  and  calculated  to  hold  a  oonsideiv 
ble  number  of  patients.  Never  could  money  be  more  properly  ap- 
plied than  that  appropriated  by  the  trustees  acting  under  the  will 
of  Dr.  Radcliffe,  to  the  foundation  of  this  charitable  pile.  By  so 
disposing  of  a  part  of  the  great  residue,  in  their  hands  they  at 
once  aided  the  cause  of  humanity,  advanced  the  dissemination  of 
useful  knowledge,  and  entailed  a  blessing  on  the  memory  of  the 
generous  physician,  whose  purse,  during  life,  was  never  closed 
when  poverty  was  seen  to  corrode  the  pangs  of  sickness.  The 
trustees  entirely  built  and  furnished  the  infirmary  *  \  the  current 
expenses  are  defirayed  by  voluntary  contributions.  A  subscrip- 
tion of  81.  3s.  per  aumum,  or  a  contribution  of  thirty  guineu,  or 
more,  at  one  time,  entitles  a  person  to  the  rank  of  governor.  la 
the  year  1811,  the  number  of  patients  who  received  aasistanoe 
was  613,  of  which  seventy-four  were  accidents,  jidmitted  without 
recommendation. 

About  a  quarter  of  a  mile  to  the  south-west  of  the  infirmary  is  a 
house  of  industry,  built  to  receive  the  poor  of  eleven  parishes. 

Besides  this  building,  and  the  Radcliffe,  or  public  infinnary, 
the  following  are  the  most  important  charitable  ipstitotions :  At 
the  extremity  of  the  eastern  suburb,  on  the  road  leading  to 
Headington,  is  a  neat  and  commodious  range  of  alms-hou8es,ibaDd- 
ed  by  Cutler  Boulter,  Esq.  for  six  poor  single  men,  of  six  differ 
ent  counties,  in  which  the  donor  possessed  estates.    Each  has  a 

aepante 

*  The  tile  tnd  tttached  grounds  comprise  fL'9^  acres,  pres^ted  by  Thooea 
kowney,  Esq. 
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■epanle  tebemeot  and  is  allowed  eight  shilliDga  per  week,  with 
fiberty  to  work  if  willing  and  able. 

Opposite  to  Boulter^R  alms-hoases  is  a  bailding  founded  for 
«ght  poor  women,  by  the  Rev.  William  Stone.  Each  alms* 
wonao  receives  twelve  pounds  per  antrum,  besides  the  place  of 
kbitation,  and  some  other  advantages. 

la  1659,  John  Nixon,  Esq.  formerly  an  alderman  of  Oxford, 
erected  a  school  for  the  sons  of  freemen,  and  endowed  it  with 
thirty  pounds  annually  for  ever.  The  building  which  is  small, 
but  neat,  is  situate  in  a  yard,  or  court,  adjacent  to  the  towo« 
ball. 

The  Uaiveraity  supports  a  school  for  fifty -four  boys,  termed 
(be  Grry  Coat  Charity.  The  boys  are  provided  with  a  dress, 
ve  phdnly  edacated,  and  placed  as  apprentices. 

A  ichool  for  about  forty  boys  is^  maintained  by  contributions 
fnn  the  chief  inhabitants  of  the  city.  Each  boy  is  clothed,  and 
b»  ten  poonds  bestowed  on  him  as  an  apprentice  fee. 

The  ladies  of  Oxford  support  at  school  about  thirty  girls,  who 
an  afterwards  either  apprenticed,  or  carefully  placed  for  a  term 
ia  domestic  servitude. 

The  Roman  Catholics,  the  Quakers,  the  Methodists,  and  the 
Baptists,  have  each  a  place  of  worship  in  the  city ;  but  it  does 
aot  appear  that  Dissenters  from  the  established  church  are  very 
soiBeroos,  dther  in  Oxford  or  its  immediate  vicinity. 

Tbe  number  of  religious  houses  in  Oxford,  prior  to  the  Re« 
fcnutiMi,  was  nineteen :  St  Frideswida's,  St.  George's  College, 
Oioey  Abbey,  Rewley  Abbey,  St.  Bernard's  College,  Canterbury 
College,  Durham  College,  Gloucester  Hall,  London  College,  St 
Mary's  College,  St  Bartholomew's  Hospital,  St.  John's  Hospi- 
H  Aostin  Prian,  Black  Friars,  Grey  Friars,  White  Friars, 
Cnwched  Friars,  Friars  de  Sacco,  Trinity  House.  We  have 
■httdy  observed  that  several  of  these  religious  institutions  feU 
^  decay  before  the  general  Dissolution,  and  were  lost  in  coll&* 
giate  establishments.  Scarcely  any  of  the  buildings  apper* 
lo  this  dass  hiive  been  preserved,  except  small  portions 

of 
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of  G1onc«8ter  Hall  »iid  Durhain  College.  The  present  catbednl 
cbnrch  is  likely  to  remain  for  ages,  an  interesting  specimen  <yf 
the  former  importanoe  of  the  priory  dedicated  to  St.  Frideswida. 
The  following  are  the  most  interesting  fragments  of  the  bonies 
dissolved  hy  Henry  VIII.  In  the  western  suburbs  are  scmm 
mutilated  relics  of  Rewley  Abbey;*  and,  on  the  side  opposite 
to  New  Inn  Hall,  near  St.  Peter's  in  the  Bailey,  is  a  gateway, 
formerly  attached  to  St.  Mary's  CoUege^f  the  boilding  in  wbick 
Erasmus  studied  during  the  years  1197  and  1498. 

The  palace  of  Beaumont,  built  by  Henry  L  md  finished  is 
1128,  stood  on  the  west  side  of  the  city.  A  small  low  fragment, 
which  appears  to  have  formed  a  part  of  one  of  the  suberdiocte 
divisions,  but  which  is  termed,  by  vulgar  tradition^  tiie  reom  ift 
which  King  Richard  I.  was  bom,  still  remains*  This  pfldace  was 
given  to  the  Carmeliie  Friars  by  Edward  II.  in  consequence  of  a 
religious  vow ;  bat  was  occasionally  visited  by  many  sacoaedisi^ 
kings.  At  the  Dissolution  the  whole  was  pulled  down,  tnufi 
the  hall,  the  materials  of  which  wera  afterwards  used  by  Arch- 
bishop Laud  in  his  addition  to  Si.  John's  College. 

The  town  and  county  Gaol  is  a  spacious  stone  buildings  with 
separate  lodgings  and  yards  of  exercise  for  the  debtors  and  iekias. 
From  the  frequent  alterations  which  take  placed  it  woeld  appear 
that  there  were  some  defects  of  judgment  in  the  original  desiga ; 
but,  certainly,  much  more  architectural  tufie  is  here  displaye' 
than  i»  usual  with  stmctores  devoted  to  a  siaiilda  gloomy  pur|Msa«* 
The  buildiugs  are  arranged  in  inritstion  of  Gotbte  castellated 
towers ;  and  the  principal  entrance  is  betweeu  two  low  embattled 
turrets.  This  gaol  is  erected  on  the  sit«;  of  the  iSaalte  boill  iit 
the  reign  of  Willtam  L  by  Robert  deOilgi,  and  whieb  Contained, 
besides  the  customary  appendages  of  8  castle  of  govcfttn^t,  a 
church,  or  chapel,  and  acoommoditiefts  for  tftudeste.    The  Nor- 


•  Kewlcj  Abbey  was  founded  about  T  J80,  by  Edmund,  Earl  of  Cornwall, 
MD  ok  Kiciiard,  (aecomi  son  of  King  John,}  King  of  ttie  Romans. 

*  St.  Mary's  College  was  foonded  ia  1432^  Ibr  student  easorn  of  tbe  ofdcr 
of  St^  Austin. 


mn  ciitle*  miB  built  with  prodigious  slreug^^  aiid  occupied  ft 
large  Mieat  of  gro«ii<}.  After  snrreiideriiig  to  King  Stephen, 
tbefertresa  was  ctmstitoted  o  royal  ward.  The  dungeons  of  the 
aadeot  ctsUe  were  first  granted,  as  prisons,  to  the  Uniterstty 
aad  kfas  eoQBty  at  large,  by  Henry  III.  The  whole  buildings 
were  ropaired,  and  put  in  a  posture  of  diefenoe,  by  Charles  I. 
"^  Tliettstcly  towers/'  saynFeshal^,  «  were  standing  till  Cobnel 
lifol^by,  the  gov^oor^s  tine,  in  1649,  when  the  castle  being 
M^oed  hy  the  Parliament  for  a  garrison  after  the  city  works 
virre  Blighted  and  decayed,  they  were  all,  being  four  in  number, 
tesidos  that  on  the  gate,  patted  down,  and  bulwarics  on  the 
mout  erected  in  their  places ;  yet,  though  the  said  bulwarks, 
vith  otWr  edifices,  were  above,  a  year  finishtiije:,  and  cost  many 
iMuidfed  pounds,  when  Charfes  II.  eatne  from  Worcester  here, 
is  August,  1653,  they  were,  in  ibor  days*  space,  quite  puUed 
^vi  aod  demolished."  The  only  remains  now  to  be  seen  of 
l>^Oilgi's  massive  structure,  are  the  mount,  a  crypt,  and  the  shell 
of  0D<;  tower.  The  lower  is  square,  and  lighted  only  by  a  few 
H>  boles.  A  narrow  stone  stair-case  winds  up  a  projecting 
taifbt  St  one  of  the  angles. 

Tbe  City  Bridewell  is  situated  in  an  extensive  area,  aod  is  a 
mbstantial  and  well-acranged  building,  finished  in  1789.  Before 
^^i  period,  the  ofienders  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  mayor 
or  Oxford  were  placed  in  a  prison  over  the  north7gate,  called 
Bocardo.  In  that  dreary  gaol  were  confined  tbe  martyrs,  Cran« 
ner,  Ridley,  and  Latimer^  and  thence  tl^ey  were  led  to  the 
ttmnfsl  trtnmph  of  fh»  sXakeu    WLeu.  tbe  Bocardo  was  pulled- 

dowi^ 

^  M^.  King,  in  hit  **  Vettjgps  of  Oxford  CaatU,"  Mippotes  that  a  Saxon 
Mlla  Has  bsitt  mt  this  »fMit  ku^  before  the  Norman  tnTaiioii.  Mo  cbieBy 
■iVpotta  Ua  opimon  bf  c^bstsvingf  that*  thoogb  sovcrai  of  tbe  Saxon  mo* 
Bvobara  Imowii  to  have  bald  ibcir  court  at  Oxford,  there  is  not  aojii  mon<- 
tiBa.  is  tbe  anvoy  taken  fay  order  of  the  Conqueror,  o£  *'  tbv  icinsinaol 
4V  etbor  paiaee.  or  place  o^  royal  reaidence,  tliat  they  could  possibiy  hava 
^*«lt  iiu"  Ur»  King  likewisa  obaerTes  that  foma  Saaoa  ccmainahiiTa  bara 
^«svered  by  digging  within  the  castle  area. 
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down,  10  coDseqneDce  of  the  act  obteiaed  for  impiwiBg  tbe  vkfp 
Mr.  Alderman  Fletcher,  whose  royerence  for  all  yeaUg^,  coin 
nected  with  the  history  of  the  city  and  University,  haaMiai 
been  displayed,  procured  the  door  said  to  have  led  to  the  cell 
of  the  hishops'  confinement,  and  caused  it  to  be  preserved  in  the 
new  Bridewell.  It  is  placed  in  a  small  room  which  forms  an  oh 
trance  to  the  prison.  The  massive  iron  hinges,  and  ponderoot 
key,  canse  the  spectator  to  shudder,  while  he  remembers  tbst 
they  once  presented  au  impassable  barrier  to  talent,  piety,  vA 
old  age.* 

The  general  Market  is  a  commodious  range  of  bnildings,  erectei 
under  that  act  of  Parliament  which  has  led  to  the  chief  recent  in- 
provements  of  the  city,  and  was  opened  in  1774.  There  are  three 
divisions  for  the  different  classes  of  purve]fors  :  the  first,  which 
has  three  approaches  from  the  north  side  of  the  High-street,  is 
occupied  entirely  by  butchers.  The  second  is  provided  withsUUs 
for  the  venders  of  poultry,  bacon,  &c.  and  the  third  partition  is 
allotted  to  the  sale  of  vegetables  and  fruit.  Au  arcade,  with 
ranges  of  shops,  proceeds  along  the  whole  of  the  outside;  sad 
the  interior  of  the  market  is  aired  by  three  avenues  across,  and 
one  op  the  centre.  Provisions,  excellent  in  their  respectife 
kinds,  are  supplied  in  abundance.    By  royal  grant  to  the  Usi* 

TersitT, 

^  From  Strype's  Memoirs  of  Archbishop  Craiimer  we  find  thjit  the  thrct 
martyrs  were  confined  in  separate  lodgings,  but  were  suffered  aonctiiDes  t» 
eat  together  while  in  the  Bocardo.  The  same  writer  gives  extracts  from  s 
book  of  their  diet;  and  it  appears  that  they  partook,  both  at  dioaer  and  si^ 
per,  of  severml  dishes^  and  regnlarljr  drank  wine.  Tiie  meniioo  of  such  cir- 
corostances  will  not  be  deemed  trivial,  when  it  is  recollected  that  thej  argoe 
the  ejustence  of  a  constant  serenity  of  mind.  "  In  October,  1555,  Rtdlej 
and  Latimer  were  bronght  forth  to  their  bumrag,  and,  pasnag  by  Cranmer*s 
prison,  Ridlej  looked  up  to  have  seen  bim»  but  be  was  not  tbea  1  tbc  wio- 
dow,  being  engaged  in  a  dispute  with  a  Spanish  friar.  But  he  looked  after 
then,  and>  devoutly  fiilling  on  his  knees,  prayed  to  God  to  strengthcs  tkeir 
faith  and  patience  in  that  their  last,  but  painful,  passage.*'  The  dtgnitj  ff 
Craomer's  behaviour,  when  the  same  dumal  boor  occurred  to  hianclf,  «a- 
iorced  the  admiration  even  of  his  enemies. 
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Teiutj,  the  vice-chancellor  is  empowered  to  superintend  and 
goreni  the  markets^  to  inspect  weights  and  measures,  to  punish 
femtalkre,  regraters,  &c.  For  the  execution  of  these  privi- 
legcB^  tvo  clerks  of  the  markei  are  chosen  from  the  Masters  of 
Arts,  tnd  Bachelors  of  Divinity,  Law,  and  Medicine. 

Few  circumstances  of  local  improvement  can  more  strongly 
mark  the  increase  of  liberal  spirit  than  the  construction  of  the 
oew  Biarket  For  many  centuries  the  market  people  assembled 
in  diflereat  quarters  of  the  city,  and  exposed  their  articles  for 
nle  is  the  open  air.  But,  while  the  venders  of  provision  have 
thoa  been  collected  together  on  one  spot,  and  accommodated  with 
extensive  buildings,  it  seems  surprising  that  the  farmers,  who 
re|Mir  to  so  noble  a  city,  should  assemble  on  market-days  in  the 
open  highway.  Although  the  portico  beneath  the  town-hall  ap- 
peals well  calculated  to  receive  them,  they  congregate,  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Penniless  Bench*  at  Quatrevois,  in  derision 
of  all  ittdemency  of  weather.  After  making  this  observation,  it 
B  ahaost  superfluous  to  add  that  com  is  sold  5y  sample  in  Oxford 
oarkct 

Oxford  has  no  staple  manufacture;  and  the  city,  now,  as  in 
every  past  age,  derives  its  chief  importance  from  the  University. 
The  canal  recently  formed  has  opened,  however^  new  sources  o( 
coonaeree ;  and  the  activity  of  the  citizens  appears  too  great  to 
nllow  of  their  neglecting  to  profit  by  the  opportunities  thus  pre* 
lentcd. 

No 

*  At  llie  eist  end  of  C«r&z  ehnrch  may  still  be  seen  some  faint  traces  of 
iliit  once  celebrsted  seat.  "  Here,"  says  Sir  J.  Pesball,  ««  the  mayor  ond 
(tis  litethren  met  oocasionally  on  pablic  affairs ;  and,  if  tradition  and  history 
mfvriB  as  ri^t,  tliii  was  the  seat  frequently  of  the  muses,  and  many  wits 
vere  Benektn  ht^  To  this  they  ascribe  the  celebrated  poera,  the  Splendid 
Aittaf,  of  Hr.  John  Philips,  atudent  of  Christ  Church ;  and  that  the  author 
^  die  pooegyrlc  on  Oifird  mie  was  no  stranger  to  this  inpiring  bench,  may  be 
<*«rittded  from  these  verses : 

Beneath  thy  shelter.  Penniless !  I  <\ngff 
llie  cbearing  cup.*' 
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No  dramatic  represcntatioiw  are  now  allowed,  aRboogk  tkey 
were  ^tolerated  ia  tlie  latter  part  of  the  seventeenth  centary. 
The  former  preficiaaey  of  the  atadents  in  the  histrionic  art  has 
ken  already  mentioned,  in  oar  nottee  of  the  festtfities  protided 
for  the  entertainment  of  illoHtrious  visitors,  in  eras  pretiorato 
the  civil  war  of  Charles  I. 

The  internal  government  of  the  city  is  rested  hi  a  mayor, 
kigh-steward,  recorder,  fonr  aldermen,  eight  assistants,  two  hai- 
'  lift,  a  town  clerk,  two  chamberlains,  and  twenty-fonr  common- 
eoBBcil.  Many  of  the  mayors  of  Oxford  have  received  the  fao- 
noor  of  knighthood ;  and  the  mayor  for  the  time  being  acts  io  the 
buttery  a*  the  coronation  feast  of  the  kings  and  qneens  at  Eng* 
land.* 

Willie,  in  his  Not.  Pari,  says,  this  city  sent,  ab  orighe, 
members  to  Parliametit.  The  members  are  chosen  by  the  citizens 
and  freemen :  the  mayor  and  bailiffs  ax^e  the  retorning  officers. 

Considerable  curiosity  is  necessarily  excited  concerning  the 
most  celebrated  natives  of  a  place  cmphaticafly  termed  the  seat 
of  learning.  The  following  list  is  not  extensive,  but  it  contams 
some  valnable  names. 

Thomas  Cowper,  Bishop  of  Winchester,  aothor  of  tho  Chro* 
Mcle,  and  Latin  Dictionary. 

Thomas  Harriot,  with  whom  originated  the  mode  of  notation 
now  used  ia  algebra.  Harriot  was  patronized  by  Sir  Waller 
Raleigh,  and  accompanied  that  unwearied  friend  of  science  to 
Tirginia.  He  afterwards  received  a  pension  from  Henry,  Earl  of 
Nortfaamberland,  ander  whose  proteetiou  he  pursatd  bir  mathe- 
matical studies  with  comfort  and  honotar.  When  Raleigh  expe- 
rienced tire  malignity  of  fbrtane,  Harriot  remained  firm  to  his 
interest,  and  he  retired  to  the  country  shortly  after  tbe  execu- 
tion of  his  first  great  patron.  He  died  in  1621^  in  conseqneace 
of  a  cancer  in  tbe  lip. 

*  This  priTilege  was  originally  granted  hy  Ucorjf  L  Tbe  mayor  lecairo 
a  gilt  bowl  and  coTer  as  his  fee. 
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William  Chillingvorth,  the  Toluminoos  poleitiic  writer^  was 
bom  in  s  Bmall  house  near  Car&x  charch.*  His  &ther  was  A 
tnder  in  Oxford,  and  afterwards  filled  the  office  of  mayor.  The 
Temlility  of  Chillingworth's  opinions  ii  well  known.  Accord- 
bg  to  Bishop  Hare,  he  was  *'  certainly  a  good  ireasoner,  but  waS 
more  a  man  of  genins  than  of  reading.'^  Perhaps  no  siogle  sen- 
tence could  convey  so  just  an  idea  of  his  literary  character. 
But  it  must  not  be  forgotten^  that  Lord  Shaftesbury^  in  his  Lei^ 
ten  to  a  young  May  at  the  University,  mentibnii  (jhillingworth 
among  ^  the  chief  pillars  of  the  church  against  fanaticism."— 
This  eminent  diving  evinced  affisction  to  his  native  city  by  be- 
qoeathing  the  stm  of  4001.  to  be  lent,  with  interest,  to  poor 
tntdesmen,  the  fund  accruing  firom  the  interest  to  be  employed  iii 
apprenticing  destitute  children.    He  died  in  1644. 

Sir  William  D'Avenant  was  likewise  born,  as  has  been  men*^ 
tioned  under  the  article  Lincoln  College,  near  Carfax  chorch.f  Ac- 
cording to  Wood,  iione  of  the  vintner's  sons  were  witty  and  of  lively 
convenatiou,  Except  William.  The  same  antiquary,  who  probably 
gained  his  intelligence  from  persons  familiar  with  the  parties, 
nys,  that  the  father,  though  the  friend  of  Shakspearci  and  a  fa- 
vorer of  plays,  was  of  so  grave,  and  even  melanchblyi  a  disposi- 
tion, that  he  was  seldom  or  never  known  to  laugh.  l)'Avenant 
vas  tutored  in  academical  learning  under  Daniel  Hough,  but  his 
ipirits  were  unwilling,  and  his  progress  consequently  slow.  He 
liad  listened  to  his  mother's  account  of  Shakespeare ;  i^d  had 
attended  to  his  father^s  recitation  of  various  moral  and  sublime 
passages  in  the  writings  of  the  great  bard,  tlis  ardent  disposi- 
tion became  inflamed  with  the  love  of  poetry,  and  he  quitted  the 
■afety  of  academical  ease,  for  the  precarious  services  of  the  mnseS. 
In  Fttlk  Grevile,  I^rd  Brooke,  he  found  a  patron,  of  taste  and 
Vol.  XIL  .S  influence; 

^  Wood  obaertttt,  that  Lsod,  then  Bishop  of  London,  was  godfather  aa 

t  The  Crown  Ioo«  At  wliich  he  was  bom,  wts  near  the  Croat  Inn,  in  tho 
coro»»ai1bet,  and  on  the  opposite  side  to  the  house  which  now  bean  the  siftt 
of  die  crown. 
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influence;  and,  on  the  death  of  Ben  Jbnson,  va9  created  poet 
laureat.  During  the  political  troubles  which  speedily  ensued  be 
experienced  much  inconvenience.  Hopele^  of  finding  persons  iu 
90  distracted  a  peridd  to  read  his  prose,  or  to  listen  tolbis  odes, 
he  ^mjbarlccd  for  Virginia,  but  was  seized  by  one  of  thp  Parlia- 
rnent  ships,  and  was  placed  as  a  prisoner  in  the  Tpwcr  of Xoudon. 
He  owed  his  liberation  chiefly  to  the  interference  of  MiHon;  and 
-^'33  CQnstraine4  to  write,  for  support,  those  operatical  pieces 
which  were  the  only  dramatic  rji'prpsentatlons  allbwed  by  tbe 
fa^^idious  temper  of  the  age.  His  works  were  colle<;ted^  and  re- 
pijiited  in  a  folio  volume,  after  Jiis  death,  for  t)^e  benefit  of  bis 
family.  Lord  Clarendon  describes  D'Avenant  as  a  inan  of  wittj 
copversation,  an4  of  undoubted  integrity. 

Dr.  Edward  Pocock,  tbe  Orientalist,  was  bom  in  tbe  parish 
of  St.  Peter  in  the  East,  anna  1604.  At  fourteen  years  of  age 
he  entered  commoner  of  M^dalcn  Hall,  and  wa;»  afterwards 
elected  Fellow  of  Corpus  Christi  College.  He  was  employed  by 
Archbishop  Laud  to  collect  AniJ>ian  n^anuscripts;  and  vas  ap- 
pointed' that  prelate's  first  professor  of  Arabic*  By  Charles  I. 
lie  wail  nominated  to  the  Hebrew  professorship,  with  a  canoory 
of  Christ  Church  annexed,  but  was  ejected  by  the  Parliamentary 
visitor9.  He  was,  however,  subsequently  reinstated,  and  held 
those  situations  till  his  death,  iu  1691. 

Antony  &  Wood,  the  antiijuary,  was  a  descendant  of  the 
Woods  of  Lancashire,  and  was  born  in  a  house  opposite  tbe 
great  gate  of  Merton  College,  anno  1632.  His  father  was  a 
civilian  of  some  repute ;  and  wa^  fined,  in  163Q,  for  refusing 
knighthood.  Antony  received  the  rudimepts  of  education  at 
Thame  School ;  and  was  afterwards  admitted  Postmastei-  of  Mer- 
ton College.  He  possessed  that  unfortunate  spi'cies  of  mental 
independence  which  looks  with  disdaiii  on  the  social  deference 
necessary  in  all  professional  pursuits;  and  devoted  the  whole 
of  his  time,  though  his  ejtpectatioDs  w.erc  extremely  limited,  to 
the  study  of  history,  and  the  recreations  of  painting  and  nvsic. 
Hid  life  presents  no  viclssitades  to  render  tbe  page  of  biography 
1  •* 
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ftt  oDce  interesting  and  instructive.     He  resided  entirely  at  Ox- 
ford; and  scarcely  ever  left  his  books,  unles^  to  converse  with 
todqoarieSj  or  to  join  occasionatly  in  mosical  parties.     For  thirty 
yean  he  almost  invariably  dineil  alone  in  his  chamber ;  and  ti- 
sited  the  booksellers'  dipps  while  the  other  students  were  at 
dinner.    His  chief  works  are  the  **  Athense/'  and.the  "  Historia 
et  Aoliqnitates  Universitatis  Oxou.'*^     Both  these  works  evinee 
an  iude&tigable  seal  of  research ;  but  the  former  abounds  witb 
instnoatioas  and  sarcastic  remarks,  which  can  be  ascribed  only  t9 
aa  acrimonious  petulance  of  the  most  reprehensible  deicriptioiu 
He  has  been  aceused  of  favwing  th^  churob  of  R^Bie,   and  of 
ievelling  the  most  deeply  envenomed  slmfts  of  bis  aatire  against 
Protestant  divines,  whose  fame  would  otherwise  have  been  unsul* 
iied.    But  he»  in  fact,  appears  to  have  treated  aU  with  iudiscri* 
nuiate  severtly,  aid  is  known  to  have  died  in  the  commanion  eC 
the  ckirek  of  England.    When  visited  by  mortal  sickness,  he 
burned  two  bmheh  of   notes  and  letters;    and    directed   the 
penotts,  ta  whom  be  bequeathed  his  papers,  to  destroy  any  which 
contained  lo()se  and  injurious  reflections.    A  poor  and  unsatis* 
fsftoiy  attempt  at  expiation t    His  manuncripts,  deposited  ini^ 
room  altached  to  the  Ashmolean  Museum,  are  very  oumerou^.    . 
Wood  died  in  1695,  in  consequence  of  a  stranguary,  nnder 
which  he>  languished  for  three  weeks.    He  is  describe  by  a  con- 
temporary as  of  a  large  robust  make ;  tall,  hot  not  corpulent ; 
witJl  a  a^d^eness  of  aspect  that  bordered  on  melancholy. .  Heame 
says,  that  though  but  sixty-four  years  otdf  when  he  diedj  h^ 
sppeared  to  be  eighty. 

8ir  Ifattbew  Wright,  author  of  the  Law  of  Tenures,  was  like<i 
viae  a  oathre  of  Oxford. 

*  Tbit  work  was  written  by  Wood»  in  English,  bat  was  translated  into 
Latin  by  Peen  and  Reeve,  yt  ihe  instigation  of  Bishop  Ftll,  and  poblished 
atthb  ctpenie  of  the  University.    Wood  received  lOOl.  for  the  otiginal. 

t  He  wo,  in  fact,  no  more  than  lufy-rftne  at  the  time  of  bit  decease. 

8  3  PUL- 
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nhuU  on  the  eastern  part  of  the  city  of  Oxford,  and  has  its  wectcn 
extremity  watered  by  the  river  CharwelL  The  Thame  fertilizei 
%  portion  of  its  border  on  the  east  and  aonth-east;  andaeycnl 
minor  streams  penrade  it  in  the  more  central  divisions.  In  con- 
eetpenee  of  this  abundance  of  water  the  hundred  is  partiodariy 
rich  in  meadow  and  pasture.  The  soil  of  the  arable  land  varies 
extremely  ;  sand,  stonebraab,  and  clay,  being  often  found  in  the 
same  parish.  In  the  vicinity  of  Stanton  St  John  are  extensive 
woodSf  called  the  Quarters ;  and  spots  of  woodland  are  Ukewim 
found  in  several  other  districts. 

The  money  raised  for  the  use  of  the  poor,  in  I803»  amosated 
to  68401.  3s.  4id  forming  an  average  of  38.  Id.  in  the  pound. 

This  hundred  contains  the  chapelry  of  StuHey  witk  Hariim, 
and  the  following  parishes,  hamlets,  and  liberties :  AlMmy,  Am- 
brosden,  Amcott,  Baidan^marsh,  Baidon-tOoi,  B^ckky,  Bladt^ 
thorn,  V/tilworth,  Chippinghursi,  St,  Clewtents,  Churdi  Gov* 
ietf,  with  Temple  Cowley,  Cuddesden,  Denton,  EbfieU,  For€$i- 
hili,  Gar$hgt(m,  Headington^  Hoiton,  Hor$epatk,  IjUig  mi 
Hockmoor,  lAtllemore,  Marston,  Merton,  Nnneham^Ctnarfaunf^ 
Piddington,  Sond/ord,  Shotover,  Stanton  St,  Jokn'$,  Stom^ 
uvod,  Tiddingtm,  Water-Perry,  fVheatley,  and  Wooti-EaimL' 

The  village  of  Headinoton,  about  a  mile  and  a  half  from 
Oxford,  on  the  north-east,  is  traditionally  believed  to  have  bees 
chosen  by  several  of  the  Saxon  monarchs  as  a  nursery  for  their 
children,  on  account  of  the  pecnliar  salubrity  of  the  air.  It  like- 
wise appears  to  have  contained  a  royal  palace  in  the  time  of 
£theldred,  as  that  king  concludes  a  charter  bestowed  on  the  mo- 
nastery of  St  Frideswide  with  these  words :  *'  This  privUsgs 
was  idith,  (granted)  at  Hedinton/'  As  another  ugnsMit  in 
&vour  of  the  village  being  formerly  a  royal  seat,  it  may  be  sb- 
served,  that  it  possessed,  for  many  ages,  a  free  chapel,  exempt 
ffi^m  all  customs  due  to  the  Bishop  of  Lincoln  and  Archdeacon 

7  rf 
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of  (hfenl.  In  a  field  called  Coort-close,  eonsideiilile  traeei  of 
IcHudations  aie  said  by  Dr.  Plot  to  have  remained  io  the  Mveii* 
teeoth  eentnry ;  and,  within  the  last  twenty  yean,  similar  deuo- 
tati«Q8  of  a  former  massive  bnilding  have  been  discovered,  on 
dearing  a  fith-^nd  in  the  same  fi^ild.  At  the  time  of  the  Nor- 
■MB  surrey  Headingtoa  was  enumerated  among  the  lands  hf  Id 
by  tiie  king ;  and,  in  the  25th  of  Henry  II.  it  was  constitnted  a 
kfony,  and  given  in  fee-fiuin  to  Thomas  Bassett 

The  village  is  agreeably  sitoated  on  an  elevation,  and  oontaina 
soiae  eoramodiona  and  ornamental  buildings,  the  most  conspi* 
eooos  of  which  is  the  residence  of  Thomas  Henry  Whorwood, 
Esq.  who  holds  the  manorial  rights.  The  body  of  the  church,  a 
req»eetable  stone  edifice,  dedicated  to  St  Andrew,  is  ancient; 
the  tower  was  xebnijt  in  1679.  In  the  chnrch-yaid  is  the  loAj 
shift  of  a  cross. 

A  part  of  the  deep  holtow-way  which  leads  firom  Headington  to 
Ae  city  of  Oxford,  is  believed  to  have  been  in  the  line  of  a  haneh 
fif  RoHian  road.  On  one  side  of  this  low  passage  a  fine  i^race* 
vdk  was  eonstmcted,  by  a  general  subscription  of  the  Univer* 
tity,  in  the  early  pari  of  the  last  century ;  and  it,  assuredly,  pro* 
lenti  the  most  agreeable  spot  kr  exercise  in  the  vicinity  <tf  Ox« 
M.  This  excellent  foot- path  reaches  to  the  very  summit  of 
HeadmgtoB-hin,  and  commands,  in  different  points,  fine  views 
of  Oxford,  so  rich  in  aspiring  turrets  and  buildings  of  weighty 
•plendoor.* 

S3  At 

*  It  vai  BTtr  the  top  of  (liii  bill,  according  to  popular  ttory,  that  a  stadent 
froBi  Oxford  was  attacked  by  a  wild  boar,  which  inoed  from  the  adjoining 
lorcic  of  Sbotover,  when  lie  eaoaped  by  cramming  down  the  tliroat  of  ths 
ttvagc  a  Yoline  of  Aristotle.  In  thi«  circoOMtance  i«  laid  to  hav«  originated 
»  c««oa  of  Uflhering  in  a  boar't  head,  with  a  »ng,  <m  Chriitniai  Day,  at 
Q«cni'f  Gollegs;  bat  it  if  jottly  obterved  in  tha  Oxooiana»  that  a  boar't 
iiead,  with  a  kiooii  in  its  awath,  waa  a  woal  dish  on  Christmas  Day  at  every 
tsble  of  conseqaenoa  ia  Sngland,  witii  the  4tc^iUting  ci? il  waia  of  tfao 
MrenteenA  centoiy. 

On  Headington-HiU  formerly  stood  •  crass.  Sholovcr  hai  bean  long  4<lk 
•foref(ed,  and  is  now  denuded  of  all  its  luSf  haibaarik 
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Attke  dkHtnoe  of  about  haff  a  mile  from  Headtngton  is  a  stone 
quarry,  of  considerable  extent  and  utiHty.  The  stone  here  da^ 
is  chiefly  of  the  two  sorts  termed  free-stone  and  rag^-stone.  It  is  very 
porous,  and  "cuts  soft  and  easy/'  in  the  quarry^  but  hardens  when 
exposed  to  the  weather.  The  vein  is  from  twelve  to  fourteen 
he%  deep,  but  is  not  worked  to  the  bottom,  as  it  there  becomes 
too  soft  and  sandy  for  uye.  Of  this  stone  'the  more  substantia 
parts  of  many  structures  in  Oxford  are  composed ;  but  it  is  too 
eoarse  anci  porous  for  the  ornamental  divifilons ;  and  it  varies  much 
in  quality,  the  soft  and  the  hard  lying  indiscriminately  mixed  in 
tbe  quarry.  It  will  not  bear  the  fire,  but  is  weR  adapted  to  all 
<Alier  eircnmslances  of  exposure,  and  has  been  lised  in  the  building 
of  many  elegant  bridges. 

As  the  quarry  is  worked  on  the  gentle  ascent  of  a  hill,  the 
super-stratum,  which  is  of  a  stiff  clay,  increases  as  the  laborers 
proceed,   and  is  now  not  less  than  twenty-five  feet  in  depth. 
Imbedded  in  this  day  are  often  (bund  pieces  of  wood  and  shells. 
The  wood  is  generally  oak ;  and  the  largest  fragment  discoTcred 
within  remembrance  was  not  more  than  tfiree  feet  long.    The 
shells  are  of  various  kinds,  aud  are  found  at  all  deptlis,  both 
silkglyand  in  clusters.     It  does  not  appear  that  the  larger  and 
more  weighty  of  the  shells,  or  disjointed  pieces  of  wood,  are  by 
any  means  uniformly  found  in  the  lowest  places^ 
Marstok,  a  small  village  near  Headington,  was  long  the  rcsi- 
•  deuce  of  a  branch  of  the  Croke  family,  who  took  an  active  part 
dhi  the  side  of  the  Parliament  in  the  civil  war.     Of  this  fEimify 
iras  the  careless  and  eccentric  Charles  Croke,  who,  iodifieEeat  to 
all  parties,  passed  the  prime  of  life  in  wandering  about  the  woHd, 
with  little  fortune,  and  with  no  pursuit.     He  published  an  account 
oi  these  rambles,  under  the  name  of  Rodolphus,  in  a  book  in- 
tituled, '•'  Youth's  Inconstancy,*'  printed  in  1667.     The  ancient 
manor-house  in  which  his  father  resided  still  remains,  and  is  now 
partly  used  as  a  granary.     The  church  ia  a.  pleasing  Gothic 
building,  constructed  at  different  periods,  but  wiAh  &  eoainen- 
dahlei  iioi£»r8uiy  of  style,    New  tb«  porch  are  A%  mutilated 
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fiagments  of  a  cross;  and>  on  the  exteriof  of  t|ie,  yard,  at  tbe 
point  vhere  l^he  several  approaches  to  the  chiir9h  unite^  are  the 
norc  perfect  remains  of  a  second  cross,  with  three  ranges^ fki^eeU 
ifl^  places.  ,  I 

The  neighhoc^ring  village  of  Cldsfield  gave  a  surname  to  a 
Tealtby  family,  one  of  whom,  Gilbert  de  Elds^eld,  attained  much 
celebiity  in  the  rci^i  of  Edward  I.  Prom  the  Eldsfields  the 
maoor  went,  by  marriag;c,  to  the  fftmily  of  Hore^  long  seated  ia 
CambriJ<[reshirek;  ^pd^  iu  the  time  of  Henry  VII,  by  tlie  failure  pf 
male  issue,  it  came  to  tlic  Pudseys. 

The  grass-grown  street  of  this  village  evinces  its  thinness  of 
popuUtion^  apd  absepce  from  the  haunts  of  traffic,  thouiy^h  so 
n^r  the  city  of  Ojtfori  Over  the  porch  of  .the  humble  church  is 
a  cross,  wbicli  the  spectator  Would  suppose,  from  its  construc- 
tion, to  be  of  great  antiquity.  But  the  fact  is  otherwise.  About 
half  a  ceotury  back  a  resident  clergyman  indulged  in  the  fancy 
of  bnildiog  a  large  stable,  in  imitation  of  a  Norman  religious 
structure.  This  stable,  with  its  appendant  cross,  at  the  death  of 
the  ingenious  Sunder,  became  the  property  of  a  second  resident 
clergyman ;  and  he,  thinking  the  cross  too  delicate  for  tlie  stable, 
and  too  valuable  an  ornament  to  be  entirely  laid  aside,  translated 
it  from  the  rude  chamber  of  quadrupedsto  the  place  it  now  occu** 
pies. 

At  \^ooD  ^ATON,  the  pleasant  residence  of  John  Weyland, 
Esq.  formerly  resided  Sir  Richard  Taverucr,  who  obtained  a  li- 
cence, under  favour  of  the  •'rotectbr  Somerset,  to  preach,  though 
a  laymaa.  lii  our  notice  of  the  chief  events  connected  with  the 
«ly  of  Oxford,  we  liaVe  given  a  spotinKii  of  those  oratorical  ta- 
Ivnts  which  assisted  in  wafling  the  seeds  of  anarchy  throughout 
tbc  kingdom,  while  they  laboured  to  disturb  the  simplicity  of 
established  religious  oprnious.  This  deluded  person  died  at  Wood- 
Eaton,  in  1575,  at  the  age  of  seventy,  and  left  behind  him  many 
writings  ;  but,  both  himself  and  his  works  would  have  been  long 
sioce  furgotl|i|,  if  his  mental  distemper  had  been  exhibited  in 
nodes  less  flagrantly  absurd. 
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In  the  year  1676  there  were  found  at  Wood-Eaton^  on  rea«m 
ing  some  old  fonndaUons,  two  British  coins,  which  were  presentedi 
to  Dr.  Plot,  and  are  thus  described  by  him  :-«-"  The  fint,  no 
donbt,  is  a  coin  of  Cnnoheline,  it  shewing  a  horse  and  bis  in-; 
acription  on  one  side,  and  an  ear  of  com  and  camu  on  the  reverse; 
intimating  the  place  of  its  coinage  to  be  Camnlodunum,  the  royal 
seat  and  city  of  Cunobeline.  This  coin  Taries  from  thai  of  the 
same  king  described  by  Camden,  with  a  similar  reverse,  in  that 
the  final  letter  Oof  the  inscription  is  nott  placed  in  a  line  with  the 
preceding  letters,  under  the  horse's  feet,  hut  j  ast  before  his  breast ; 
the  horse  having  also  a  spica,  or  ear  of  com,  or  som  swA  like 
iking,  placed  over  the  back.  The  second  has  nothing  on  it  hot 
somewhat  like  a  chalice,  and  a  crooked  lineation,  under  which 
there  is  also  a  forked  kind  of  figure,  and  a  small  cresceat" 
Some  Roman  urns  have  likewise  (>een  discovered  in  this  neigh* 
bonrhood.  . 

FoREST-HiLL.  The  village  so  called  i^  situated  on  an  emi- 
nence about  three  miles  east  of  Oxford,  and  is  rendered  interesting 
by  its  connexion  with  the  great  Milton.  It  was  hexe  that  he 
spent  the  hi4>piest  hours  of  life,  those  of  early  afl^tion ;  and  tnm 
this  village  he  married  his  first  wife.  Sir  William  Jones,  is  a 
letter  addressed  to  Lady  Spencer,  in  the  year  1769,  gives  a  florid 
description  of  the  feelings  with  which  he  contemplated  tbia 
spot,  so  hallowed  in  the  esteem  of  the  true  lovers  of  poetry 
He  points  out  the  place  from  which,  in  his.  opinion,  Milton  ga» 
thered  the  finest  images  of  his  X'Alle^,  and  proposes,  with  ho- 
norable enthusiasm,  to  select  a  party  of  friends,  if  he  should  re- 
aide  at  Oxford  for  a  sufficient  time  during  the  summer  mostha, 
and  "  to  hire  and  repair  the  venerable  mansion  in  which  the  poet 
lived,  for  the  celebration  of  a  festival  in  his  honour.'' 

But  the  warmth  of  Sir  William's  feelings  caused  him  to  dia- 
regard  the  dull  accompaniment  of  facts.  Milton  is  knows  to 
have  modelled  hb  poem  on  that  by  Barton;  and  be  wrote  it  when 
young,  probably  when  his  (lather  lived  at  Horton,  in  Buckisg- 
hamsbire.    It  must  likewise  be  observed,  that  the  poet  did  not 
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retidr  at  ForesUbill.  At  the  time  he  addressed  bis  future  "tnfe^ 
bereceiTed  pupils  in  Aldersgate-street,  and  he  returned  to  Lon- 
don immediately  after  bis  marriage. 

The  lady  he  roairied  was  Mary»  daughter  of  Richard  Powell. 
806M  parts  of  the  house  in  which  Mr.  Powell  lived  are  still 
remaining ;  and  they,  assuredly,  cannot  be  viewed  without  great 
interest,  though  the  inarriage  is  well  known  to  have  produced,  in 
its  early  stages,  so  little  felicity,  that  the  lady  returned  to  h^ 
Isther,  a  few  weeks  after  her  nuptials,  and  refused  to  attend  to 
the  summons  of  her  husband.  The  scenery,  from  many  elevated 
points  in  the  ncigbbonrbood,  is  extremely  fine,  and  may  be  easily 
sopposed  to  have  lent  imagery  to  some  of  the  sublime  descrip^ 
tions  of  natnre  contained  in  Milton^s  latter  productions. 

Many  cottages  in  this  interesting  little  village  are  adorned  with 
vines  and  honey-suckles,  as  if  for  the  purpose  of  adding  to  the 
poetical  influence  of  the  scene.  The  church  stands  near  the  sum- 
mit of  the  bill,  and  is  rendered  picturesque  by  the  yew-trees  in 
the  yard,  and  the  ivy  which  overhangs  the  walls.  The  stone 
foot  is  protected  by  a  handsome  wooden  cover :  on  it  are  in« 
icribed  the  names  of  several  young  men,  who  effected  the  pur* 
ehsse  with  the  money  collected  at  a  Whitsun^ale,  in  1710.  The 
register  of  the  parish  begins  1625. 

At  a  short  distance  from  the  church  is  Shotwer-houte,  a  spa- 
doos  modem  mansion,  built  of  stone,  and  surrounded  by  wood- 
Isad,  the  property  and  residence  of  George  Bchutz,  Esq.  In  this 
oeighlKmrhood,  so  frequently  trodden  by  the  greatest  of  English 
epic  poets,  resided  for  some  time  Mickle,  the  translator  of  the 
Lnnad. 

The  village  of  Wbeatlev,  distant  from  Oxford  five  miles,  on 
the  high  road  to  London  through  Beaconsfield,  is  completely 
imbedded  among  a  group  of  hills,  and  assumes,  from  that  circum- 
stance, an  aspect  of  serenity  and  comfort;  but  gathers,  from  its 
sitaatton,  more  inconveaienoes  than  would  he  derived  from  an  ex- 
poaare  to  the  roughest  winds  of  the  north*    Its  avenues  are  damp 
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and  cheerless^  ejen  in  summer^  and  seem  to  act  as  drains  to  the 
Hurrounding  coiiutry. 

Near  Wheatley  is  Holton-Park,  the  seat  of  Edmund  Biscoe, 
Esq.  The  old  mansion  of  this  domain  was  encompassed  f>y  a 
moat.  The  present  respectable  stone  edifice  occupies  a  different 
site,  and  is  deeply  secluded  and  embowered  on  one  side,  while 
the  other  commands  an  extensive  prospect  over  a  fine  alternation 
of  hill  and  valley.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  stone  of  which 
this  house  is  composed,  (taken  from  a  qaany  in  Shotover  parish) 
already  crumbles,  and  wears  the  appearance  of  antiquity,  though 
the  building  has  been  completed  within  the  last  three  years. 

Two  miles  on  the  north-east  of  Wheatley  is  Water-Perry,  the 
residence  of  Henry  Cui*zon,  Esq.  a  large  and  respectable  mansion, 
but  seated  among  the  flattest  meads  that  border  on  the  river 
Thame.  The  family  of  Curzon  has  been  long  resident  in  Oxford* 
shire,  and  took  an  active  part  on  the  side  of  Charles  in  the  civil 
war.  Many  of  its  mectibers  are  buried  in  Water-Perry  church, 
and  are  commemorated  by  brasses,  and  by  paints  in  the  windows. 
In  tho  church  is  likewise  an  ancient  stone,  said  to  bare  been 
brought  from  Osney  A-)bey.  The  inscription  is  gone,  but  the 
Terge  is  circumscribed  with  death's  heads  and  crossed  bones,  at- 
ternatcly.  Inarched  in  a  wall  of  the  aisle  lies  a  knight  temp1ar« 
on  whose  shield  appears  a  bendlet,  between  six  fleurs  de  lys. 
The  register  of  the  parish  begins  1-339. 

CuDDESDEN  pALACE,  the  episcopal  residence  of  the  bishops  of 
Oxford,  is  a  commodious  nilhcr  than  a  splendid  mansion,  about 
seven  miles  south  by  east  of  Oxford,  near  the  courst*  of  the  river 
Thame.  After  Gloucester  Hall,  the  first  residence  appropriated 
to  the  bishops,  was  resumed  by  the  crown,  the  prelalo  was  des- 
titute  of  a  palace,  until  Dr.  Bancroft,  at  the  instigation  of  Laud, 
Archhishop  of  Canterbury,  constructed  an  episcopal  seat.  To 
this  building  the  king  contributed  a  large  quantity  of  timber  from 
the  forest  of  Shotover ;  and  the  palace,  with  a  chapel  in  it,  was 
fioitihedin  1C35. 
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t  Oxford  became  the  fortified  residence  of  the  king  daring 

FciFil  var.  Colonel  William  Legg,  then  governor  of  Oxford, 
that  the  bishop's  palace  might  be  used  as  a  garrison  for. 

tinrKamentacy  forces  i  and,  under  that  apprehension,  the  edi* 
Mi^  burned  to  the  ground.  At  the  same  time  Sir  Thomas 
4ljpliter  destroyed  a  house  belonging  to  himself  on  the  south 
d|pf  at  the  church.  The  ruins  of  the  palace  remained  untouched 
tt||^»  Fell,  Bishop  of  Oxford,  at  his  own  cost^  rebuilt  the  edi- 
f||B;Mil9  old  foundation,  with  a  chapel  in  it  .as  before.  The. 
eipiMe  -was  completed  in  1679,  and  the  interior  shortly  after.— 
I|[  Ibe  adjoining  church  of  Cuddeaden  parish  is  buried  Dr.  John 
wi^tstofi.  Bishop  of  Oxford,  through  whose  liberality  the  original 
'|psce  WBB  constructed. 

.;  At  GAR0IN6TON  &  house  was  built,  in  a  (j^uadrangular  form,  by 
6a  Thomas  Pope,  founder  of  Trinity  College,  Oxford,  for  the 
aceommodation  of  his  sitodents  when  the  plague  prevailed  in  the 
Uiiivansity.  They  twice  took  refuge  in  this  building;  and,  on 
b^lh  occasions,  performed  the  same  exercises  of  learning  and 
devotion  as  when  in  college.  On  a  screen,  dividing  the  chancel 
Mk  ihe  body  of  the  parish  church,  are  the  arms  of  Sir  Thomas 
Pofc,  among  those  of  several  other  persons.  This  church  for- 
serfy  paid  a  pension  of  forty  shillings  to  the  priory  of  St.  Prides- 
vide.  In  the  28th  of  Edward  I.  John  de  la  Mare  was  summoned 
%  PMament,  as  Baron  of  Garsington. 

IfLET,  or  Yeofly,  a  small  village  on  the  border  of  the  river 
ahoot  one  mile  and  a  half  from  Oxford,  is  remarkable  only 
fbr  its  church,  which  is  an  interesting  specimen  of  Saxon  archi- 
teetnre.  This  structure  consists  of  one  aisle  and  a  chancel,  hav- 
ing a  tower  of  flat  proportions  nearly  in  the  centre.  On  each 
rile  of  the  tower  are  two  circular-topped  windows,  supported  by 
ffikrt,  and  half  filled  up  by  a  fsLCing  of  stone.  On  the  north- 
veal  angle  is  a  square  turret,  wit|i  a  cluster  of  pillars  at  the  top  ; 
■  stone  staircase  within  leads  to  the  upper  part  of  the  tower. 

The  church  is  entered  on  both  sides  by  Saxon  door-ways,  or- 
ai^ented  by  columns,  the  shafts,  as  well  as  the  capitals,  of  which 
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arc  rich!y  carved.  The  west  end  is  extremely  6ne.  The  door- 
case (now  disused,}  is  composed  of  receding  divisions  of  mould- 
ings^ which,  though  somewhat  rudely  wdrked,  produce  a  striking 
grandear  of  effect.  Both  on  the  north  and  south  many  pointed 
windows  have  been  introduced  at  different  eras,  but  the  remains 
of  the  ancient  circnlar  finish  are  €?ident  over  each. 

The  interior  retains  the  marks  of  rude  and  cold,  but  command* 
ing,  magnificence.  The  two  fine  arches  which  divide  the  church 
are  sustained  by  clustered  pillars,  and  richly  ornamented  with 
chevron  work.  The  pulpit  was  originally  of  stone,  and  worked 
into  one  of  these  pillars,  but  only  the  steps  and  pediment  are 
now  remaining.  One  portion  of  the  roof,  still  uninjured,  is  much 
embellished,  and  supported  by  three  taper  shafts.  On  the  right 
of  the  altar  are  three  large  stone  recesses,  and  one  intended  as 
a  receptacle  for  holy  water.  The  font  is  Saxon,  very  large,  and 
the  basin  supported  by  three  twisted  pillars^  and  one  of  a  diQerent 
construction. 

Sandford  is  an  irregular  village,  partly  built  on  a  gende 
ascent,  at  the  distance  of  three  miles  from  Oxford,  on  the  road 
to  liondon  through  Henley.  The  church  is  a  humble  building, 
of  Norman  U'chitecture.  On  the  north  side  of  the  altar  is  an 
image  of  the  Assumption  of  the  Virgin  Mary.  This  curious  idle 
was  found  in  the  year  1723,  with  the  face  downwards,  near  the 
entrance  of  the  chureh  ;  iu  which  situation  it  had,  probably,  re« 
nained  since  the  era  of  church-reformation.  In  Sandford  parish 
was  a  preceptory  of  Templars,  first  founded  by  Maud,  wife  of 
King  Stephen,  in  the  adjacent  village,  now  called  Temple  Cow<« 
ley.  Edward  I.  granted  to  the  Knights-templars,  and  their  sac- 
cessors  for  ever,  free  warren  in  all  their  lands  at  Sandford.  The 
house,  at  the  Dimolutjon,  came  to  the  Powell  ftimily. 

Near  Sandford,  but  in  the  parish  of  LiUlemirre,  was  a  Bene* 
dictine  nunnery,  founded  before  the  time  of  Henry  IL  and  sup- 
pressed in  1524,  for  Wolsey.  Some  remains  are  still  to  be  seen 
in  the  premises  attached  to  a  farm-house,  called,  in  allttsion  to 
the  former  building,  Mincherry  Farm.    The  state  of  these  relict^ 
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about  seventy  years  badc^  is  thus  described  in  a  MS.  among  the 
coDcetionsby  Dr,  Rawlinson,  deposited  io  the  Bodleian  Library  :— 
**  NearSandford  was  a  nunnery  termed  Afincheree^  perhaps  from 
MincbonReey  Minchon  signifying  a  nun.  There  arc  the  ruins  of 
many  Imildings  yet  remaining^  particularly  a  bug  stack  of  building 
ktanding  north  and  south.  The  north  end  thereof  I  judge  fo  be  the 
common  hall>  at  the  end  of  which  stood  the  chapel^  as  appears  by 
many  stone  eoffins  and  bones  frequently  dug  op  there.  It  was 
formerly  well  wooded^  and  had  pleasant  walks  about  it,  and  many 
fish-ponda,  some  of  whicli  remain.'^  The  seal  of  the  nunnery,  a 
man  in  a  gown,  with  flowing  hair,  was  found  by  a  fanner,  about 
the  year  1762,  and  was  shewn  to  the  Society  of  Antiquaries,  by 
the  Bishop  of  Carlisle. 

Ncm£HAM'CotJaT£NAT,  the  seat  of  the  Earl  of  Harcourt,  de- 
mands particular  notice.  Taste,  liberality,  and  domestic  virtue, 
have  anited  to  adorn  its  halls  and  to  spread  a  charm  over  every 
satroonding  feature.  Poetic  genius  flew  to  the  happy  spot  as  a 
secure  asylum,  and  sanctified  the  shades  with  its  effusions,  while 
it  instill^  its  spirit  into  every  new  disposal  of  the  seene. 

At  the  Norman  Survey,  the  manor  of  Nuneham  belonged  to 
Richard  de  Curci :  afterwards  to  the  family' of  Riparys,  or  Red- 
vers.  Mary,  youngest  daughter  of  William  de  Redvers,  Earl  of 
toevon^  (who,  as  well  as  his  Uncle  William,  was  surnamed,  De 
Vcfiion)  married  Robert  de  Courtenay,  Baron  of  Okehampton,  in 
1914  It  is  probable,  that  by  this  marriage  the  manor  was  car- 
ried into  the  family  of  Courtenay,  and  thence  assumed  the  name 
of  NoDeham*Courtenay. 

After  tbcm  succeeded  Sir  John  Pollard,  of  Devon.  From  the 
Poifaffds  it  came  to  ^^^-i— >  Audley,  of  the  court  of  wards,  called 
^  rich  Andley.  Prom  him  to  Robert  Wright,  Bishop  of  Litch- 
fields  whose  son,  Calvert  Wright,  sold  it  to  John  Robinson,  of 
LoftdOD^  merchant,  knighted  in  1660,  by  King  Charles  11.  and 
made  iieotenant  of  the  tower.  From  the  Robinsons  it  descended 
to  David,  Earl  of  Wemys,  (who  married  Mary,  daugliter  and  co- 
heiress  of  Sir  John  Robinson,  Bart.)  from  whom  it  was  pur- 
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chased*  in  1710,  by  Simon,  first  Lord  Harcourt.  Lord  Chan* 
.  chellor  of  Eogland  *. 

The  park  contains  near  twelve  hundred  acres,  and  eria-es,  in 
every  division,  great  richness  of  natural  circumstance,  improved 
by  the  hand  of  reverential,  rather  than  of  presumptuous,  art 
Perhaps  the  talent  of  Brown,  who  assisted  in  the  arrangement  of 
the  grounds,  was  never  displayed  to  greater  ad\'antage.  Each 
artifice  to  heighten  pictorial  efiect^  is  so  judiciously  concealed, 
that  the  whole  seems  graceful  in  the  simplicity  of  nature,  thougb 
no  superabundance  obstructs  the  wishes  of  refined  taste.  From 
various  poiuts  are  obtained  views  of  the  Witenham  Hills,  of  a 
part  of  Buckinghamshire,  and  the  high  elevations  above  the  vale 
of  White  Horse.  A  drive  is  formed,  which  conducts  to  the  chief 
objects  of  interest  in  the  park,  and  continues  through  a  wood  that 
falls  with  a  steep  descent  to  the  river  Isis,  the  bank  of  which  is 
here  very  abruptly  and  finely  broken  by  steep  and  bold  pro- 
jections. On  quitting  this  wood  the  house  and  river  appear  with 
new  features,  and  the  prospect  is  terminated  by  Shotover  Hill. 
The  Drive  then  circles  round  a  grove,  and  passes  a  conduit, 
which  formerly  stood  near  Carfax  Church,  Oxford ;  bat  wfaich 
was  taken  down  in  1787,  and  presented  to  his  lordship  by  the 
Vuiversity.  f 

The  house  is  situated  on  the  slope  of  a  hill,  and  the  front  placed 
towards  the  ascent  From  this  ctrcomstanoe  of  situatioa  all 
atriking  beauty  of  approach  is  forbidden;  but  groupes  of  spread* 

iaf 

*  This  notice  of  the  descent  of  the  property  is  tiken  from  an  accoont  vnt* 
ten  by  the  iate  Earl  of  Harcourt,  but  not  pobliehed,  to  which  we  are  is- 
debted  for  many  particulars,  merely  relating  to  natters  of  lact,  in  the  cA- 
tuing  pages.  It  may  be  added,  that,  Ifom  a  luemorandom  among  Dr.  Rw- 
linsoD*s  papers  in  the  Bodleian  Library,  the  estate,  with  tb«  annexed  ad- 
vowson,  appe«nto  have  cott  the  Lord  ChanccUor  Uarcoart  17,tl0pl. 

t  Tbii  conduit  containe  Bach  curioos  masonry,  and  was  erected  in  161T| 
at  the  expense  uf  Otho  Nicholson,  M.  A.  of  Christ  Church,  for  the  pwpoiS 
of  supplying  the  different  coliegei  and  halii  of  Oxford  with  water  Irom  Koctk 
Hinksey. 
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iiig  elms  are  npUed  to  Ihe  building  by  side-skreens  of  shrubbery, 
ftod  impart  a  powerful  effect  of  coutrast  to  the  extensive  views 
eoanngnded  by  the  back-front  of  the  edifice.  The  front  is  a  hand- 
tome  stone  elevation,  wilh  projecting  wings^  joined  to  ihe  body  of 
the  strncture  by  inflected  corridores.  The  vestibule  i»  amalU  biit 
•FQ^mented  by  some  good  casts  of  antique  statoes. 

Nearly  every  room  and  corridore  of  the  mansion  contains  valua- 
ble paintings.  Our  notice  of  these  mast  necessarily  be  limited  to 
tlie  most  iiitfresting. 

Thcitaloou,  thirty  feet  by  sixteen^  and  eighteen  and  a  half  higb» 
is  hung  with  green  damask^  and  ornamented  by  many  pictures, 
among  which  are : 
Susannah  and  the  elders,  by  Aimibal  Caracci. 
TwQ  beg:g.ar  hoys,  by  Murillio, 

y/i  nyoiph  with  Cnpids,  representing  evening,  by  Valcrio  Cai- 
telli.    A  good  picture,  though  the  colouring  is  rather  gaudy. 

Lady  Ann  Finch,  daughter  of  Thomas,  first  Earl  of  Winchelsea^ 
Slid  m(e  to  Sir  William  Waller.  A  fine  and  animated  portrait^ 
replete  with  grace  and  character. 

George  Simon,  Visceunt  Nuneham,  at  the  age  of  seventeen, 
by  Sir  Joshua  Reynold*. 

Elizabeth  Vernon,  wjfe  to  Henry,  Barl  of  Southampton,  by 
Corneliua  Jansen.  A  fine  portrait  of  a  very  elegant  woman,  with 
a  cap  of  iacf.  in  the  shape  of  a  shell,  and  a  ruff  falling  back  from 
the  shoalders,  and  ascending  over  the  back  of  her  heod.  Tltia 
picture  waa  %  present  from  the  Lady  Charlotte  Finch,  and  is  let* 
lered  at  the  back  in  the  hand-writing  of  her  grand-daughter,  Hit 
cetehrated  Rachel,  lady  Russell. 

The  ante-room  is  twenty-four  feet  by  fifteen,  aod  eighteen  and 

thalf  high.     This  room  contains,  among  other  paintings : 

An  excellent  portrait  of  LoufsXIV.  by  Mignard. 

A  small  but  highly  finished  head  of  Sir  William  Waller,  t]»e 

Psrli^meDtarian  general.     It  has  been  engraved  by  Milton  for 

the  Tindicatioii  of  Sir  William^  written  by  himself.    At  the  back 

is 
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is  a  copy  of  bis  admirable  letter  to  Sir  Ralph  (afterwards  Lord) 
Hopton^  written  before  the  battle  of  Lausdown. 

In  the  corridore^  which  leads  to  the  library,  the  two  foUowiog 
portraits  attract  notice : 

Anne  of  Denmark,  Queen  of  James  I.  A  pnrple,  gold-edged, 
acarf  round  her  left  arm.  Among;  other  ornaments  composed  of 
precious  stones  in  her  head-dress,  is  a  kind  of  hair-pin,  made  to 
represent  a  cross  how,  with  the  string  drawn. 

Yandermyn,  painter  to  the  Prince  of  Orange.  In  this  singo- 
lar  half-length  portt*ait,  Yandermyn  is  represented  at  his  dressing- 
table,  and  no  part  of  his  attire  is  seen .  but  a  costly  shirt,  with 
ricli  lappets  of  lace  round  the  neck  and  down  the  front.  He  has 
a  comb  in  his  hand,  and  two  more  are  lying  on  the  table.  Upoa 
the  stretching  frame  is  the  following  inscription:  "Tbc&ce 
was  done  by  her  ro}fal  highness,  Anne,  Princess  of  Orange, 
soon  after  her  marriage,  while  the  painter  was  attending  at  St 
James's,  to  take  the  pictures  of  the  said  prince  and  prinoess,  on 
that  happy  occasion.  All  but  the  face  was  done  by  himself. 
The  princess  was  a  good  painter,  and  did  it  in  great  grace  and 
condescension."     Yandermyn  died  in  1741. 

The  library  is  thirty-two  feet  four  by  nineteen,  and  fourteen 
feet  four  inches  high.  The  books  are  not  nnmerous,  but  of  a 
sterling  character,  and  the  portraits  of  literary  men  which  adorn 
tills  place  of  study  are,  in  many  instances,  rendered  peculiaily 
Valuable  by  the  connexion  which  existed  between  the  originals, 
and  former  representatives  of  the  house  of  Harcoart  The  most 
interesting  of  the  portraits  appear  to  be. 

Pope,  by  Sir  Godfrey  Kueller.  This  is  in  the  best  style  of  the 
artist,  and  is  traditionally  believed  in  the  noble  family  to  be  tht 
most  exact  likeness  of  Pope  that  ever  was  produced.  The  picture 
was  painted  expressly  for  such  a  place  as  it  now  occupies ;  and, 
at  the  back,  is  a  copy  of  an  original  letter  from  Pope  to  the  first 
Lord  Harcourt,  dated  August  2,  1723,  in  which  he  says,  **  It  is 
a  satisfaction  to  me  that  1  shall  not  be  any  way  disappointed  of 
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thekMmr  yov  inlaid  me  of  filling  m  place  in  your  library  wiUi 
■7  piitare."    The  featurea  are  youthful,  and  far  from  expreaaing/ 
aeerhily  of  temper,  bat  are  pensive ;  and  the  hand  ia  applied  to  the 
lied^  SB  if  to  relieve  pain  by  presaore. 

Mot,  a  fine  head  by  Dahl. 

Whitehead,  Pbet  Lanreat,  by  Wilaon.  Whitehead  waa  honoured 
withthefriendly  patronage  of  the  late  Earl,  and  he  paid  to  his  kind 
eatertainer  the  tribute  of  many  poetical  effuiiions,  written  at 
Nnadiam-Coartenay. 

The  Honourable  Horace  Walpole  (Earl  of  Orford)  after  Ram- 
ley.  This  portrait  will  be  contemplated  with  more  pleasure  if  we 
look  00  the  writer  rather  than  the  man.  His  lordship  had  much 
taste  and  great  critical  acumen;  but  he  was  a  stranger  to  that 
eipansive  liberality  irhich  ought  to  be  the  result  of  such  accom- 
plisbments.  He  venerated  poetry  and  paintiug,  but  cherished 
too  narrow  a  pride  to  regard  with  respect  those  who  pro- 
feuionally  practised  his  fisiYourite  arts.  A  temper  like  this  would 
MBTcely  i^pear  to  qualify  his  portrait  for  an  association  with  the 
wijor  part  of  those  by  which  it  is  here  surrounded. 

Shakqieare.  A  good  copy,  in  crayons^  by  old  Vandergucht, 
of  the  preaumed  original  in  the  posaesaion  of  the  late  Duke  of 
Cliandoa, 

Mason,  by  Doughty.  An  excellent  likeness  of  a  man  whose 
teaturea  would  seem  to  deride  the  principles  of  Lavater.  The 
aspect  of  Mason  was  heavy,  and  aoroewhat  coarse ;  but  his  ele- 
gaat  Bund  was  fitted  to  every  art  that  exalts  the  imagination. 
His  accomplishments  procured  him  the  notice  of  the  Ute  Earl  of 
Hareourt»  and  his  virtues  raised  the  opniiexion  into  friendship. 

The  Eating  Room  ia  a  handaome  apartment,  thirty-three  feet 
by  twenty-four,  and  eighteen  and  a  half  high.  The  windows  com- 
■aadfine  views  over  the  Isis,  with  the  majeatio  turrets  of  Oxford 
ia  the  distance.  The  chimney*piece  of  statuary  marble  was  de* 
sigaed  by  Stuart.  The  paintings  are  namerous;  from  which  we 
Miect  for  mention. 

The  Earl  of  Harcourt,  with  his  Countess  (Elizabeth,  aecond 
^ouXlI.  T  daughter 
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Ai«B|{t0r  «f  Ctoorgfe  Vcnirbles  mnam,  ^fiVBi  find  Vcfliii,)  ii  At 
cororaittoii  tobes,  and  the  ll«noiinible  VttKMi  Bureoortk  it  the 
^iiiifbm  6(  ftid  de  camp  to  the  king.  By  "Su  ^dilnm  ilQVoHik 
The  colouring  rich  and  harmoniooa,  %utl«ui<>f  ehflMUrin^ 
figures  than  we  find  in  many  portraHs  Iry  'So*  JoAihl  Qor- 
geoos  vobes,  thoogfh  calcnlalted'to  produce  a  certain 'aplmdov  if 
effect,  muet  needa  atft  as  shackles  on  the  geaiaB  of  so  gtsalv 
artist 

A  Landscape,  with  waterfall,  by  RnysdnS ;   the  'fignes  %y 
Woovermans.    The  water  particnlarly  fine. 

Dogs  and  dead  game,  by  Snyder.    Full  t>f  eharadter,  fire,  aal 
€delity. 

A  Uindscape,  with  a  decayed  cottage.    A  higUy  finished  pie- 
tale  hy  Deiiker,  and  one  of  his  best  prodnciibos. 

A  landscape,  with  cattle,  by  Rosa  da  TtYtffi.    HeaHoUblefa 
differing  moeh  fifom  his  usual  manner. 

A  Landscape  hyClande. 

The  Octagon  Drawing  Room,  tbirt}  leet  by  twenty4bar,  aii 
.  eighteen  and  a  half  high.  This  room  is  bung  irith  ssariet  dolh. 
The  doorways  and  ceiHng  are  ^whitened,  with  interspersed  earr- 
ing and  gilding.  The  effect  of  the  whole  is  lively  and  pleasing; 
but  the  warm  colour  of  the  hanging  is  obviously  not  calcrirtad  ts 
exhibit  the  paintings  to  advantage.  The  proq»eet  bom  the  win- 
dows is  extensive,  though  rather  flat  The  ground  on  this  side 
descends  towards  the  river,  which  is,  from  every  point,  fBke  grort 
ornament  of  the  natural  ect^nery..  There  are  several  attractive 
pictures  in  this  room,  particularly. 

The  Holy  Family,  by  Barocoi,  known  by  the  name  ef  Ls 
Madoima  eolla  Oaita,  firom  a  eat  introduced  in  one  comer,  sit- 
ting as  if  begging.  The  attention  of  the  children  is  diretled 
towards  the  cat,  and  from  this  circumstance  the  expression  of  the 
whole  family  is  playful,  anhnated»  and  partaking  more  of  ordinary 
domestic  manners  than  is  usual  with  the  subject  *.    The  eoloar- 

»g 

*  The  greilest  masleiB,  it  it  well  known,  b«ve  occasionally  mffttetuA 
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iUkfrnr-mlLmdAm^    This  piclore  lonnedafavt  of  die  P^- 
fret  collection,  mod  was  etcind  by  Barocci  himBeUl 

A  Madonna  and  Clrild,  ky  ^Snido.  RofAeta  wilk  uxmOMei 
jMeMoeis.  liius  Ihtt  leality  of  feninine  beaniy  whtoh  is  oafen- 
kted  to  sink  deep;  and^plaoe  aa  immoTcaMe  iaUnat  in  ilie  faea^ 
lUtf  ktaieflMa  nootMuont-boUuett,  nor  tichneM  tof  liut  to  anast 
tie fta^by  a.fiial  impreMlon ;  bat  a  thovMad  aanieleM  graoea 
are  disootered  on  inTestigation.  Tbe  .i^pknae  giTen  to  the 
piialir^  art  aaoiroa  alow;  baft,  at  leaglh,  caa«oai«ely  ftiltif  dang 

Moses  sweetening  the  wataia  «f  .Meriba,  hy  Pobsbis. 

A  flna^efty  infh  a  iahephesd  aad  aheep»  bgr  >BaBibaoohi>  Ex- 
traadyfine. 

A  steal!  head  of  Sofoniahii  Angu^olo,  by  heaMtf.  The  chtma 
tf  Ah  little  perlmit  aie  t ery  great  The  fesh  ia  pariiealarly 
Uic^,  and  the  aomtaiaBaeiaaiifealad  beyond  descrilplioa. 

The  great  Drawing  Room,  forty-nine  feet  by  twenty-ibar»«and 
cighleen  aad  &  half  high.  The  oeiling  of  thia  noble  room  is 
dlvidsd  iaio  compartsaents  by  brotd  and  bold  mouldings,  carved 
aal  gilt,  fl^rsn  a  design  of  Staart  The  chiamey-piece  of  stataary 
■aiUe'isvery  elegant,  aad  designed  by  Paul  Sandby.  Among 
tbe  aumcfuua  pidnres  are. 

Pear  very  large  and  fine  Iandsea|»e8,  by  Van  Artois.  -  T^ 
tgamofthreebyTenkis.  ^ 

A  aooafightlandaeape,  wHh  a  waggon  in  danger  of  oTertam- 
iag,  by  Rnbena.  The  moonlight  tints  finely  rarious,  and  the 
Kposs  of  the  mooDy  aa  reflected  in  the  watei;  admirable. 

9L  Hargaiet,  by  Titian.  This  pictare  was  in  the  collection 
«f  Ohaika  L  aid  haa  been  etched  by.Hngh  Howaid,  the  painter. 

Vaiia,  Goonteaa  Dowager  of  Waldegrave,  end  Ducheas  of 
T  2  Gloucaater, 


I  of  the  Holy  Taoiily  onder  familiar  circamstances.  One  of  the 
■QUamoiit  instancei  occart  in  the  chapel  room  of  Momie  C^wlU,  whero 
Geido  \m  poiaied  tbe  Virgin  Marj  in  the  Set  of  sowing  an  miat't  garmrnt. 
I  Uols  attendadt  aogeU  aro  watching  tho  oration  of  her  needle. 
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Gloacetter,  by  Reynolds.    The  ^xprensioii  and  eoloori&g  equdlf 
evince  the  master. 

A  mooR-ligbt  on  the  water,  by  Vaader  Neer. 

The  embarkaHon  of  King  Charles  II.  at  Scheveling,  in  I660« 
vith  English  and  Dntch  yatchts,  by  Vander  Veldt 

In  the  eorridore  a4i<»ning  the  great  drawing-room  are  sevcnd 
portraits  of  the  Hareourt  family,  chiefly  iakeii  from  effigies  on  ma* 
numents  in  diffennt  places. 

The  State  Bedchamber,  thirty-two  feet  four  by  twenty  feet  six, 
and  fourteen  feet  four  inches  high,  is  ornamented  by  Tarioiis  por- 
traits.   The  most  conspicuons  appear  to  be 

The  present  king  and  qneen,  by  Hanneman,  after  GaiasbovoagL 
Presents  from  their  majesties. 

Simon/  Lord  Harconrty  Lord  Chancellor  of  England,  by  Sir 
Godfrey  Kneller.  His  lordship  was.  educated  at  Pembroke  Col- 
lege, Oxlbrd,  and  waa  created  Barm  Haicoart  in  1719»  ind 
Vuoatmt  Hareoort  in  1721. 

Robert,  eldest  son  of  Sir  Walter  Harconrt  He  waa  the  prin- 
cipal adTenturer  with  Sir  W.  Ralegh  in  the  Toyage  to  Gwaaa, 
for  which  expedition  he  bnilt  and  fitted  out,  at  his  own  expenae, 
three  resseb.  By  his  loss  in  this  undertaking,  added  to  the  ex« 
pense  incurred  in  buildings  at  Ellen  Hall,  in  the  coonty  of  Stal> 
ford,  he  dissipated  a  large  fortune,  and  was  constrained  to  sell  his 
estate  in  SUffordshir^  and  that  of  Whitham,  in  Beifcs,  both  of 
which  possessions  had  been  in  the  fomily  from  the  time  of  IQng 
John. 

The  Dressing  Room  contains,  among  other  paintings 

A  carious,  ancient,  cabinet  picture  of  the  court  of  wards  and 
liveries,  with  portraits  of  the  officers,  senrants,  and  other  peraoDO 
there  assembled.  Vertne  engrared  a  print  on  this  subjects  from 
a  water-colour  painting  in  possession  of  the  Duke  of  Bridgewvler. 
The  piece  here  preserved  is  supposed^  to  be  the  originals 

Sarah  Jennings,  Buchess  of  MarlbMongh.  A  good  copy  after 
Kneller,  presented  by  the  Docbess  to  the  first  Lord  Haccomrt^ 
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'  Tha'tdkk  tt  flits  nok  wis' a  present  frodi  iSe  Prinoets  Royal, 
aa  foittiog  bgknd.  It  is  embelliahed  wHh  a  basket  of  flowers, 
drawn  aa  Telhua,  itf  India  ink,  ky  ker  Rbysl  Higkneas. 

b  tke  seeond  dressikig  room  are,  likewise,  many  paintinga, 
asMi^  wkieh  are 

A  woman  on  korsekack,  witk  attendant  flgnres  and  animals.— A 
wcB  eieeated  pietnre,  by  Waltean. 

A  8ea-4*oim,  by  Scott  An  eatimabte  little  piece,  pitsented  by 
ker  kie  Royal  Higbness  tke  Dnckess  of  Gloaeester. 

lfary,Qteenof  jScotk.  A  fine  copy  from  tke  undonkted  original 
painted  wken  ske  was  a  prisoner  in  tke  castle  of  Lock  Leven*  Tke 
htt  Tery  kandsome,  and  tke  form  graceful. 

Tke  Tapestry  Room; .  Tke  kangjngs  of  Ikis  apartment  arc  sup- 
posed to  present  tke  earliest  spedmen  extant  of  tke  art  of  tapes- 
try-weamg  in  England,  wktch  was  introdnced  ky  William  Shel- 
don, in  tke  reign  of  Hciiry  Vlll.  The  tapestry  is  descriptive  of 
tbee  laige  maps  of  the  comities  of  Oxford,  Warwick,  and  Wor- 
cester, and  was  presented  by  the  Honourable  Horace  Walpole. 
The  frize  is  divided  into  compartments,  and  enriched  witkGotkic 
ihidds,  bearing  the  arms  and  intermarriages  of  the  Haroourt  fit- 
stfly  fiom  ita  origin  in  876  *.  Over  the  doors  are  two  very  an- 
cient whole  lengtk  pictures  of  St»  Catbarine,  and  a  male  saint, 
which  originaliy  ibnned  the  folding  doora  of  an  altar-piece. 

la  two  ronnd  pannels  are  the  arms  of  Robert  Haroonrt,  Knight 
sf  Oe  Garter,  in  tke  teign  of  Edward  IV.  and  tbbse  of  Robert^ 
his  grandson.  In  each  angle  of  the  oeiling  is  "  a  knight  in 
vaMmr,  upon  a  korse,  caparisoned  according  to  aneient  usage,  re^ 
prssenting  four  of  tke  Harcourts,  wko  by  marriage  added  large 
estates  to  the  ftmily  possessions/'    Tkis  room  was  kailt  in  1787. 

The  back  front  of  the  boose  is  a  cbaste  elevatioa^  witk  a  kay 
mduw  Ib  tke  centre,  sopported  by  Ionic  pillars. 

The  gudeits  oontain  thiity-eigbt  acres,  and  were  laid  out  (with 
T9  aa 

*  The  family  traces  its  origin  to  Bormrd,  a  oobleman  of  t&«  blood-rojal  of 
Svoay,  mhtmt  dcsceadaot,  Kobert  de  Hwcoort,  came  over  with  the  Con* 


m eneptkm  tf  tte  ihrwer  ganka);  by  Brom.  iillw:dii4Unl 
oftiiealiitbaabeeQtbecttwteiiftiMD  tb  iMuit  oiitan  iiyn^ift* 
ther  than  te  encuihber  hil'.  A  walkr  is  oonMradedt  tfanugb  tlM 
OMcfe  Interestiag.  parte,  WUch  now  opens  io  a  faxuriaBl  ani  ikco- 
rated  champaign,  and  now  winds  through  the  recesses  of  a  Akk 
l^vo*,  occasBsnally  sbrpiising  the  stranger  hf  a  Midden*  dis^y 
of  rich  and  diversified  prospect  The  seate  are  biqipily  pUNd, 
•nd  era  designed  with  tasfte.  Other  emlleMik|ineni»  ate  likeAnM 
introduced ;  but  not  wilH  exuberance  or  formality.  Mmnog  tfbw  ii 
an  tint  dediiBUod  to  the  awmory  of  Whitehea^^  with  Ihsr  fidbviag 
isMcription  b)f  Mkssii': 

Bsmomt  aadfricodrfitp  tfasi  memorial  mfwi 

Near  to  the  oak  where  Whttekiead  oft  Kdia»4 
Where  all  that  naUire,.robed  t>y  art,  di«pb;yt» 

With  cbarau  congenial  sooth'd  hi»|MiUib'd  minl« 
Let  fiisbion's  votarieB^.let  the  ''sons  of -fire," 

The  genius  of  tbatmodett  haid  despiiey 
Whp  bade  discretion  regulate  his  lyre^ . 

S'tudious  to  please,  but  scommg  to  surprise. 
Enough  for  him,  if  those  who  shar*d  his  lore 

Through  life,  who  virtue  more  than  verse  revert. 
Here  pensive  pause,  while  circling  round  the  grove. 

And  drop  the  heart-paid  tribute  of  a  tear. 

The  ehureh*  of  NnneVam«>Courtenay  forma  a  nobfo  ornament  lb 
the*  pieasure-groahds.  This  building  was  erected  in  1764,  at  the 
axpense  of  Simon,  Eart  of  Harconrt,  and  after  a  design  of  Ina  evs, 
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«  A  pleadng  little  cimmstaoce  connected  with  the  woodlind  of  Nnnehaa 
evinees  the  liberality  of  the  fintner  proprieton  of  the  ettste.  There  it  •  tree 
in  these  grounds,  fisll  kaown  to  the  coontiy  people  by  the  name  of  Bbi't 
«Mi.  It  WW  plonlod  by  one  Beibsrs  Vt.ptk  whe^mwee  aiidUttscbed  to  it 
thet^  on  the  lemoval  of  the  viUage^f  Nanebam  Coaitaaay  to  its  preseol  di^ 
•he  petitioned  for  leat e  to  remain  in  her  old  habitation.  Her  reqncst  wai 
complied  with,  and  her  cottage  not  pulled  down  tilt  after  her  death.  A  poew 
was  written  on  this  sobject  by  Whilebcad,  and  placed  on  a  sent  beneath  the 
tree. 


di^tij  oomoted  bj  Stnark  In  p»B«ii((tk6a^Gi^0D  the  north 
side  of  the  iMiue  thoi  ipeift  end,  of  Ihei  i^buroh^  eqaiF^'^^iV  ^  ^^^^^ 
ntmda  of  look  coimuu^  wtfforting  a  deme,.  forois  a  fine  object 
thraagh  an  openioer  in*  the  trees.  The  walk^  after  some  devia- 
iMii^  continnea  tiirongii  the  portico,  and  diepla^s  the  church  in 
apsrticiilarly  happy  point  of  view.  The  interior  of  this  pleas- 
^g  edifice  waa  furnished  by  the  late  earl,  in  a  simple  and  ap- 
piepriste  manner.  Its  only  omameuts  are  two  tablets,  with  the 
Htfesart  armfi  in  French  tapestry ;  another  piece  of  tapestry  re* 
presenting  the  chiefs  of  the  twelve  tribes  of  Israel  at  the  Pass* 
ofer;  and  an  allar-picture  by  Mr.  Mason.  The  subject  of  this 
titter  pedbrmance  is  the  Parable  of  the  Good  Samaritan.  The 
pieee  is  well  conceived^  and  executed  with  much  spirit.  In  the 
church  is  a  barrel  organ,  on  which  is  set  Mason's  music  for  the 
Rsponses  to  the  commandmeuts,  and  his  Sunday  hymns.  The  ad- 
joinii^  iraer-gaiden  was  entirely  laid  out  according  to  Mason's 
directions ;  "  so  thai,  in  a  very  small  q»ace,  we  have  specimens 
of  his  genius  in  niusic,  painting,  and  poetry ;  of  his  taste  in 
taproving  the  beauties  of  nature,  and  (what  is  most  soothing  to 
ttoae  who  loved  him)  a  proof  that  he  applied  his  talanl^  to  the 
aoUest  purpose,  that  of  celebrating  the  pvaisea  of  flim  from  whom^ 
he  reedved  them.''* 

The  flower-garden  contaiAs  about  aa  aese  and  a.  qnaiter,  and 
bai  no  vhiibte  connesioit.  wHb  the  pleaaure-gfouads.  The  boun- 
Jvy  is  formed  by  a  thick  matting-  of  shrahs,  which  nnit^  with 
the  ssfrmuiding  woodland  ef  the  park.  The  entrance  is  from 
the  path,  which  ascends  towards  the  church,  beneath  the  pedi- 
■enlof  a  Doric  gate,  on  which  is  placed  the  folh>wing  sentence 
hm  Bouasean,  so  heautrfully  alkmive  to  the  worid  cf  flowers : 
''SFl'Auteurde  la  Nature  est  grand  dhns  les  grandee  choses^  il  est 
trb  grand  dans  les  petites.'' 

Fronting  the  gale«  and  backed  by  a  n^iss  of  shrubs^  is  a  bust  of 
FU%  with  thin  iaacription  from  Chaucer : 

T4  Hem 

*  Aocoont  by  the  Barl  of  Ilarcourt. 


980  OXFOE&ftHIRE/ 

Here  springs  the  violtt  all  newe^ 
And  fresh  Perwinke  ridie  of  bewe ; 
•  And  flcmris  yaloirey  while,  and  vede. 
Such  plenti  grew  ther  ner  in  mede  : 
Full  gai  is  all  the  grottDde,  and  queint 
•     And  poodrid,  as  men  had  it  peint. 
With  many  a  fresh  and  soodry  Boure 
That  castin  up  ful  gode  sa?oure. 

**  A  graYd  walk,  encloaed  with  ahroba,  leada  to  the  right,  trheo 
a  view  aoon  opens  to  an  irregular  slope,  enriched  with  tofts  off 
flowers,  seen  heneath  the  branches  of  trees.  The  walk  then  con- 
tinues between  detached  trees,  till  the  eye  is  confined  on  either 
side  by  a  thick  shrubbery,  that  unites  to  the  right  with  a  planta- 
tion in  the  park.  On  «  rising  bank  is  a  statue  of  Hebe,  with  the 
following  inscription  by  Whitehead : 

Hebe,  from  thy  cup  divine. 
Shed,  O  shed !  nectareous  dews : 
Here  o'er  Nature^s  living  shrine 
Th'  immortal  drops  diffuse ; 
,  Here,  while  ev'ry  bloom's  displayed, 
Sbioiag  fiur  in  vernal  pride. 
Catch  the  oobun  ere  they  ftde. 
And  check  the  green  blood's  ebbing  tide. 
Till  youth  eternal  hke  thine  own  prevail. 
Safe  from  the  night's  damp  wing,  or  day's  insidious  gale. 

"  The  path  now  becomes  nacrowor,  and  passes  throngb  sa 
arched  rock  covered  with  ivy,  which  is  desigQed  in  imitation  of 
a  natural  cavern.  On  one  sidc^,  on  a  piece  of  marb)e,  are  tiiese 
lines  from  Comus : 

Musing  meditation  most  affects  • 

The  pensive  secresy  of  desert  ceil ; 

And  wisdom's  self 

Oft  seeks  to  sweet  retired  solitude. 


OXf  OBBSHIU.  Ml 

WlKie  wHb  ber  bcil  inineir  oontempiatkMit 

She  plumalier  faalhen,  «iid  lets  grow  her  wing^ 

That  in  the  various  bustle  of  resort 

Were  all  too  ralBed,  aod  sometimes  impaii'd. 

**  The  front  of  the  grotto  ift  partially  concealed  by  iry  and  other 
creeping  planta;  and,  through  an  opening  before  it»  is  canght  • 
glinpse  of  the  garden."  On  a  long  slanting  atone,  which  ap« 
peus  to  be  the  smooth  part  of  a  craig,  is  an  inscription  by  White* 
bead,  to  the  memory  of  Walter  Clark,  an  ancient  fiorial  mneh 
lavoued  by  the  Earl  and  coontesa.  After  a  long  and  fidthfid  aer« 
ntnde  be  died  suddenly  in  the  garden,  and  was  honoured,  likewise 
litb  a  poetical  tribute  fiom  Horace  Walpole. 

ftsm  this  spot  there  is  another  opening  to  the  interior  of  tiM 
guden,  and  opposite  to  it  is  a  bust  of  Rouasean,  with  this  ia* 
•eription,  by  Sir  Jtomk  Boothby,  Bart : 

Say,  b  thy  honest  heart  to  viftoe  warm  ? 
Can^nius  animate  thy  feeling  breast? 
Approach,  behold  Ws  Tcnemble  form, 
Tis  Rousseau.;  let  thy  bosom  speak  the  rsst 

The  Temple  of  Ftora  is  the  next  object  This  eleganl  little 
kiiUmg  is  constructed  after  the  design  of  a  Dene  portico  at 
Athena.  On  the  back  wall  is  a  medallion  of  FUxu,  from  the  wl' 
tifw,  accompanied  by  these  lines  from  Artosto : 

Vaghi  boschetti  di  soavi  Allori,  , 

Di  Palme,  e  d'  amenissime  Mortelle, 

Cedri  et  aranet,  c^havean  frutti  e  fieri, 

Contesd  in  varie  forme  e  tutte  belles 

Facean  riparo  a  i  fervidi  calori 

De*  giomt  estivi  con  lor  spesse  ombrdle  r 

£  tra  quel  rami  con  sicuri  voli 

Caotando  se  ne  giano  i  RosrignolL 


On  one  M4«.ili>l^  hwt^of  F4MIWI|^  mivm  Ihi  idtm  that  of  Pio, 
with  llw.iBa<imMp  inaiwinfMt  t 


Fauaus  would  pd,  as  Horace  singf« 

Delighted  with  his  rural  seats. 

Forsake  Arcadia's  groves  and  springs. 

For  soft  Lucretile's  retreats. 

'Twas  beauty  cbarm'd;  what  wonder  then. 

Enamoured  of  a  fairer  scene. 

The  changeful  God  should  change  again, 

And*  here  for  ever  fix  his  reign  ? 

WHlTfiaiAD. 

Here  uoivenal  Pan, 

Knit  with  the  graces,  and  the  honn  in  dance. 

Leads  on  th*  eternal  spring. 

Miivoir. 


Near  this  tpot  ii  m  cinerary  urn,  to  the  mtrnmy  of  Haaoo,  vitk 
thii  inscription : 

*•  The  poefs  feeling  and'the  painter^  eyei** 
In  this  thy  loVd  retreat  we  pleased  descry. 
Ah,  Mason !  m  the  scene  thy  ftncy  drett 
^9ft  shall  the  sigh  of  seitow  heave^the  bitJBt; 
0<l  recollection  pioture  to  the  mind 
The  variotn  talents  that  in  thee  were  joined.  - 
And,  while  thy  lofty  genius  well  iMy  daim 
The  brightest  guerdon  from  the  hand  of  fiune. 
Thy  simple  manners,  that  disdain'd  aU  ait» 
The  genuine  piety  that  warm'dthy  heart. 
Thy  steady  friendsbtp,  justly  might  require 
Numbers  like  those  that  once  informed  thy  lyre. 
Ah,  freitless  wish  1  for  ever  mote  that  stnin. 
And:"  Numbers  worthy  thee,**  we  ask  In  vain. 

ThiM  nm  is  placed  in  a  kind  <d  recess,  ovesahadowed  by  the 
droopiog  branches  of  a  large  spruce  fir.   Beyond  it  is  a  gisde,  de- 
corated 


wkkh  «ct  IB  miniii  ijf  iuni%  piujtuliiif  Mno'lkflti ! 

The  pniDtfy  leadlfls '  pstll}  ufaioh  b  femiedi  to  mliraee  the 
whole  of  the  meet  cftptiVsliiig  (Itetiitoi  oolite  g«rAa^  then  reaches 
t  bower,  designed  hy  Mason  fbr  that  particolar  spot  Hie  front 
consists  of  three  unequal  erches,  abd  is  painted  green,  and  oo« 
tered  with  climbers.    On  either  side  are  busts  of  Venns  and 

ApOllb. 

ON  THE  BUST  OF  VENUS. 

Thee»  goddess  I  thee  the  clouds  and  tempests  fear* 
And  at  thy  pleasmg'preieine'disappear: 
For  thew  thelhnd  in  ftagrsfULflfMett  ikdress^d. 

Sf  fron  Lvcnsnvs. 


^N'THB  BliFST  OS  APOLLO. 

Lwoido  Dio^ 
l^ouiF  April  Aofisee 


MnXASTASIO. 


Withiftis»sastof  Cnpid  w^JhsjfA^,  ktm  iintJiAfui  and, 
•nataUet^  are  the  Mlowing- verses,  by  Andrew^ ManreU: 

Fair  qniet^  base  t  found  thee  hene^ 

With  innoceoee,  thy  sister  dear  I 

Mistaken  long  I  sought  thee  then 

In  busy  coinpanic»<af  nii!n<; 

Your  sacred  plants,  at  lengthy  I  knoir. 

Will  only  in  retiiesnent  gsow« 

Socielx  is  all  but  mde. 

To  this,  delicious  solitude^ 

Whstt  all  thfi  flowers  and  trees  d«<ieie 

To  weave  the  gwland  of  repose. 

The  walk  now  bends  to  the  left,  where,  on  a  bank  between  two 
bseehes,  isa  bust  of  Prior: 

See 


IS4  MTOiBMIIB. 


'  a^p  nWBBQf  Ul  MMfe  MV  1 

See  yonder  whrt«  d«n§B  »  mait  I 
.     Ab  me !  the  blooming  pride  of  Ma^j 

jAod  that  of  beauty,  are  but  one ; 
,  i'  At  mom  both  flottriib»  bright  and  g^y. 
Both  fode  at  eYeofng,  pale  aad  gone ! 

The  path  then  takea  m  bolder  aweep  aa  itdeaoenda;  aad^  withia 
m  reeeaa  in  the  shrabbery^  aurrounded  by  aooibre  eTergreeM,  it 
placed  on  aa  altar  a  votive  nm,  tbua  inacribed : 

SACRED 

To  iAe  iftmoiy  ^  FRAiieaa  P001.B, 

yuemaUu  PalmerUon. 

Here  thai!  odr  lingering  fioolstepi  oft  be  found. 

This  IE  her  shrine,  and  oonaecntet  the  gnwnd. 

Here  living  sweets  around  her  altar  ris^ 

And  breathe  perpetual  ineeqpe  to  the  skies. 

Here  too  the  thoughtless  and  the  young  may  tread. 

Who  shun  the  drearier  mansions  of  the  dead ; 

May  here  be  taught  what  worth  the  world  has  known. 

Her  wit,  her  sense,  bcr  virtues,  were  her  own ; 

To  her  peculiar,  and  for  ever  lost 

To  those  who  knew,  and  therefore  lov'd  her,  mosL 

O  !  if  kind  pity  steal  on  virtue's  eye. 

Check  not  the  tear,  nor  stop  the  uscfil  sigh ; 

From  soft  humanity's  ingemious  iame 

A  wish  may«rist  to. emulate  her  ham. 

And  some  faint  image  of  her  worth  restore;,. 

When  those  who  now  lament  her  are  no  more. 

George  Simon  Harooort,  and  the  HooonraUe  EUsabetiiVenMNi, 
Viaeount  and  Viacoonteaa  Noneham,  erected  Uiia  ora  ia  the  year 
1771,  und  William  Whitehead,  Eaq.  Poet  Laaraal,  vroU  the 

versea. 

Id 


hidftr potior tfeuMMi  me  hMtooTUdM  — <.Cwii» 
ihtt  «0  MbwiBg  iMeriptaaw : 

COWLEY. 

Wbn  Epicum  to  the  worid  bad  taught 

That  pleasure  was  the  chiefett  good. 

Hit  life  he  to  bis  doctrine  brought. 

And  in  a  garden's  shade  that  sovereign  good  he  sought. 

LOCKE. 

Who  made  the  «h(Me  iflstoiml  worid  tut  owB, 
AAd  tbev'd  amkm^d  to.ifMMB's  pufged  eye* 
That  Nature^  fint  bait  gift  waaiibcrty« 

The  teaanfatoiy  ia  atarad  vilh dvasge  Ireea  ofrmom  kinda, 
piaotad  ia  the  gnmnd.  The  treiUage  of  the  back  wall  ia  eoTered 
with  exotic  jeaaaminea,  &c. 

Thia  garden  muat  ever  be  eenaidered  inleraating,  aa  a  proof  of 
tke  fiuility  with  which  the  acconnpliahed  Maaon  ooald  reduce  to 
fraclica  thoae  theoretic  principlea  which  he  laid  down  in  hia  ex- 
poem*  It  will  be  obaerred  that  the  oniamenta  are  na- 
i;  hot  thej  are  ao  placed  aa  to  he  aeen  in  unexpected  anc* 
Eveiy  embelliahnent  partakea  of  aentiment,  and  of 
80  refined,  that  the  moat  acropulooa  taate  can  acarcely 
dov  any  cinnoutaaee  ta  be  anperfluooa.  ''  A  flower  garden/' 
«9B  I^  Hareevr^  "  being  profeaaedly  a  work  of  ar^  admita  of 
iV  the  artellialyBaata  that  art  can  bestow.  Bnl  taate  alone  conld 
^  have  Ibnaed  tbia  apot,  in  which  ao  much  of  invention  and 
fcaey  b  diaplayed,  that  it  ia  i4>parent  tiie  genina  of  poetry  moat 
^▼a  aaaated  in  the  coapoaition." 

Naneham  kM  called  forth  the  frequent  aapirationa  of  poetic 
l*uu.  Beaidaa  tiie  pieeea  written  by  Maaon,  Jeminghan, 
^Utchead,  and  Walpole,  aeveral  unacknowledged  poeoM,  which 

evidently 


aefli  aidhiirei  purte  of  the  domain* 

TIm  Ttlbfe  of  Nimebam  Coortenay  ia  situate  on  the  higk  taal 
lirom  OxIM  to  Landon^  throirgli  fleiriey,  and  was  entirely  iwilt  fry 
the  Bohk  fiunily  on  whom  it  ia  depend«it  The  honaea  are  cA* 
evlated  for  rnstic  labourera,  and  are  onlfoiinly  divided  into 
paira.  Nearly  in  the  centre  of  one  of  the  aidea  ia  a  eoUag^ 
leaidenee  of  a  aaperior  character^  intended  for  the  officialiBg 
ciergfyman. 

In  the  village  ia  a  achool^  o^porled  by  the  Bart  of  Harcoort, 
whieh  ia  open  to  all  the  ehildren  of  the  neighbourhood.  The 
mode  of  tnitioB  ia  venrly  fimDed«on'Mi»lMiaeMer  ptiMeiples,  and 
•mnlation  ia  joiieiMriy  esdM^  >miona  piiiea>  Ming  in  nhe 
from  a  childiah  picture  to  a  comfortalUe  anktle-of  dreaa.  The  €«• 
rate  of  the  parish  ia  omfor  of  thia  laudable  institution. 
'  At  Hhe  -dibtanc^  M  kAf -a  mile  fnim  Nuaehmn  Cteaitefiay  is 
fiAXi>cnr,tfae  seat  tff  Lady  Wifloughby,  placed  on 'a  gentle  haoH, 
and  adorned  by  a  pleasing  succession  of  wood  and  water,  fhe 
late'SirClfristopfaerW'nioag'Uby  retained 'ibr^ie  own  use  n  «do» 
itderMe  portion  of 'ferreing  land,  adjacent  io  tiie  house.  The 
atyle  </f  ifDBpitaAite|»lenty  in  windh  theinanagement  t(f  IMi  %nl 
entfbted  him  to'lbroiah  his  table,  with  a  moderate  "O^fpetfae,  it 
fhna  deacribed  by  Young,  and  reminds  us  of  the  jtiieieM  tiaMit 
trtiidh  the  country  gentlemat/^a  board  was  preverfnid  4br  wvighljr 
aimplhdty.  ''  The  deaiga  of  Sir  Cfaria^her  W9k/affikhfW^mm' 
ing  IB  to  raise  every  objeet  of  Urn  oonaumption  d"  a  imrily  ef 
thirty,  at  tome,  that  the  eHmate  of  Hbe  country  willghw.  8e 
'amnially  'killa  eighty '  Aeep ;  'taid,  by  agiMareait  iMi'U  miigh* 
hour,  lie  eata  his  own  beef.  He  Iteepa  nineteen  oowa,  Ibr  b«l* 
ter,  milk,  sieam,  and  cheeae.  A  productive  Anro^hooae'^/Mdi 
an  ample  aupply  of  pigeona.  Uia  ponda  (having  a  amfldt-ii^iiBaai 
through  them,  and  Mng  wdl  attended,)  *aflbid  him  eafp^^eaeh, 
and  perch :  earp  of  three  to  'aix  ^unda,  tewAi  onepoand,  *penAi 
from  Inlf  n  pound  to  two  pounds  weight,  .and  to  ht  had  whes- 
9  'ever 


Mr  lie  MMi  «Mm;    I^Mdirjr  of  «U  «oM  ^  < 

GiM.     Hit  owB  vHeal,  oaU,  and  hay:  iiiilDeBtU«'0«ii>airi|, 

wat  nkttB  hofM  md  pdks.    ^1 4bia  limM  a  tfyiMm'ofifcaiily 

]itaty,  and  givea  liie  aalMaelioii  of  emy  thioK  being  gQo*4f. 

the  aait,  if^ae  aMenliao  be  ifiaid  to  Ike  flniia|$eiiiesi;  ^aod. 

It  is  eflbeled  by  MUle'otber  espeuae  than  Hm  tabeor 

«f  a  fan  ef  leta  tba&  400  acrea,  fur  the  aapply  ef  ae  lai^  %t 

^mStj,  with  aeeasidevaUettiirphia'tlf  manyafMei  Ibraak,  Hin, 

ia  tbe-miod  cff  tbia  reflectiag  proprietor,  a  proof  0i«tthe#filem  ia 

aei  indy  pkaaant,  bat  prdAlabk/' 

The  PimUi,  Iband  in  BoUiagton  boodred,  reost  worthy  atf'fl»> 
tiee  m  aeaaaat  of  the&ir  floHy,  «re  CorMr  /w^bila.  i^eaaer 
MaMerCaNs:  ia  poaidaaiidwailery  plaeea  at  liey.  %mp/i^ 
fiM  ^fSehuie  ($o.  Tpmrp.J^Cwdnty  wilb  a  porple  -flower,  ne* 
Wbeadey  Bridge.  Tmfs&fUum  qffiemak.  SmaH  Tofdyliaia :  ea 
the  baiAa  bttween  fieadhigten^aad  Oxford. 


THAME  HVNMED 

I  Backiagfaanahlre  on  the  aortfa  and  eaat,  and  ia  partly 
acpMaUd  from  BoHingtiDaon  the  weat  by  the  river  Thaaie.  Thb 
ainem  eanneeted  witii  the  Thane  are  naraeroas,  and^thepaa- 
tnw  Inni  of  thia  "ditfriel  ia  emiaeatly  fertile.  The  aoil  of  the 
lea  ao  geaera)  diitmction  of  eharacter;  botia 
good;  and,  in  aome  apota,  is  more  amenable  to  agrieii)>- 
tare  tlwa  ia  4be  aoil  ia  aay  cither  paH  of-the  coonty.  Thame  ap- 
paaia  tobwefanBeda'paitof  the  hundred  of  Dotefaester  at  tfan 
'liaK  «f  the  Nonaao  Sarfey.  The  lordahip  is  new  weated  in*the 
BarierAbiagdoii. 

^bandied eoaaiata  dfliie  maricet town  of  Twamb;  the 
f ;  the  extra<»p»rodiial  district,  termed  Aftington; 
wi  the  pMshai  ctf  Oreai  Miiipft,  Little  Mittw,  T^twerth, 
wi  WmUrttock. 

The  amonnt  of  money  raised  Ibr  the  poor,  in  1603,  was 

49821. 


IBB  OZfOEMUEB. 

4QaU.  l|fl.4dLi|MJbu««ii»?«nge  of  iow  flUIliiipaiidabaif- 
.pewiy  in  the  poimd. 

The  town  of  Thjji £»  or  Tame«  derives  Us  appd^lion  froH 
the  riYer  of  the  seme  name,  on  which  it  in  titvated  at  thai  noith 
eaei  eiUremity  of  the  couoty  which  joimi  Backing bamtfaiie.  Tbe 
pwiah  oontains  about  4600  acres  of  laad^  and  is  divided  into  six 
hamlets,  or  liberties,  termed  Old  Thttme,  New  Thame  Prkft- 
€»d,  7Aam  Park,  Maretom,  and  North  WuUm.  The  tows 
of  Thane^  eomprisiag  the  three  first  liberties,  stands  on  a  dry 
grsvelly  soil,  gently  rising  from  the  river,  and  consists  princi|NJIy 
of  one  long  and  spacioos  street. 

Dr.  Stiikeley  places  Thame  among  the  Roman  cities,  and  csHi 
it  Tameae.  It  is,  at  any  rale,  nnqueslioaable  that  a  Boms  . 
military  road  went  throagh  the  town,  thongh  this  was  by  degretf 
neglected  in  the  latter  times  of  the  empire.  Dr.  Plot  descriiiet 
this  place  as  sn  ancient  Burgh,  and  the  same  which  the  Dsses 
fortified  in  921,  and  which  was  afterwards  besieged  and  tsken, 
with  much  bloodshed,  by  Edward  the  elder.  But  the  coneetacts 
of  this  statement  hss  been  doubted  by  snbseiioent  writers,  sod 
the  place  besieged  by  Edward  is  supposed  to  have  been  Tens- 
ford,  in  Bedfordshire.  Thame,  however,  was  a  place  of  sosie 
consequence  as  eariy  as  this  period;  for  we  find  thatWaUiefe, 
King  of  Mercia,  granted  a  charter  "  in  the  vill  called  Thasmi" 
and,  in  the  year  970,  Oskety  1,  Archbiahop  of  York,  is  luwwa  ti 
have  died  here.  In  1010,  when  tKe  Danes  overran  these  parts  ef 
England,  this  town,  among  others,  suffered  severely. 

The  Norman  reoord  describes  the  manor  of  Thame  mm  a  pert  of 
the  Biihop  of  Lincoln's  extensive  possessions  in  this  ooanty^ 
'<  The  bishop  himself  holds  Tame.  There  are  sixty  hides  theie. 
He.  has  twenty-seven  of  these  hides  in  his  farm;  and  hb  fcnigMs 
have  the  others*  There  is  land  to  thirty-four  plongha.  .Noi|,  in 
the  denmsne,  five  ploughs  and  five  bondmen ;  and  iweaty-aeven 
villanes,  with  twenty-six  bordars,  have  nineteen  ploughs.  There 
is  a  mill  of  twenty  shillings.  For  meadows  sixty  shillings.  It 
WW  worth  in  King  Edward'a  time  twenty  pounds;  when  received 

sixteen 


liktavi  founds';  nam  Ihiitf  powidi.''  Bj  a  MeiMid  entf^  ta 
BoBeiday,  it  appears,  that. of  "  land  bahmgiog  to  themanoi 
tvnty^hree  hides,  beaides  viltanee^  bondiaebi  aDd'hoMai^,.ivefll 
UU  of  the  biafaop  hy  certain  inHividoeb,  iho  whole  worth  twenty 


"  AhovtAlexaiidd^^  Bishop  of  Lincob'e  tiae/'  aaya  Leloiid^ 
"  tiie  towD'of  Tame,  being  the  king's,  was  gtren  for  real,  ia  fee* 
fin  to  the  Bishop  of  LioeolB  and  his  sneoessdfs.''  To  lhepa« 
tnaige  of  the  bishopi  the  town  was  indebted  ibmatBcraiis  advan^ 
tiget.  By  them  the  charoh  wae  ei«ote4«  the  YicSrage  and  a  prt^ 
bead  endowed,  and  a  neighbooring  abbe;  reared.:  At  their  rei> 
|M»b  the  fairs  and  mdrketwere  granted ;  and  Henry  Lexiaglop^ 
Uihsp  ia  iho  rei^  of-  IDenry  ilL  rendered  bn  important  ser^ 
liee,  b^ 'tnhring  thahigferdaid  throagh  the nitddb df  tfaetoirat 
Theme  esdtiiMied  in  Ihe  IhanA  of  th^  bishops  oC  iiacob  nniil  lie 
ndgn  of^BdWard  Vi.' when  the  see  wairdiMseafbeM  of  sGi'many 
of  itt  nluaUe  poasessions.  Sir  iohh  WilKams,.  afterwardscrdated 
LnttWiUtmBS  of  Thame,  speedily  obtained  &  graitt  of  the  estate^ 
aid  be  dyiag^  withoiil  male  isaue,  Thame  became  tUe  prc^ert)^  of 
bii  danghter,  Mai^gery;  who  married  Henry,  Lord  Norreys,  of 
Bitot;  and,  being  afterwards  eakriod  by  a' female  in  mairriage  to 
the  femily  of  Bertie,  it  became  vested  is  the  Earls  of  Abihgdoi^ 
the  present  possessors.'  " 'I 

Dsrhtg  thd  eitH  wais  of  tht^-aeTenteeittb  centary  Tbmne  ams 
sabappily  sorronoded  by  garrisons  of  the  bontendtng  parties^ 
tad,  osnseqiibBtly,  experienced  its  fuH  share  of  the  ariscvies  of 
the  period.  At  this  time  Antony  Wood,  the  Oxford  antiqaary; 
wm  a  Btndent  in  tie  tdww ;  and  he  baa  reeoided,  with  sai^ming 
■ttaateness,  acfrera)  of 'the'  akirmishes  to  which  he  was  witnesa: 
Ve  are  induced  to  ^xtiact  a  part  of  hia  narrative,  as  it  is  not 
oaly  leeally  interesttng,  but  presents  a  vivid  portrait&reuoV  the 
confaaien  which  pervaded' theoooatry  in  those eventfiil  times; 

"*  Ob  t|ie  27th  of  January/  1644,  Colonel  Thoinas  Blagge, 
gevemor  of  Walliogfbrd  Castle,  roving  about  the  country  very 
nAj,  with  a  troop  of  stout  horsemen,  consisting  of  seventy  or 

Voi,.XII.  U  ;     eighty 
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eighty  at  most,  met  with  a  parlj  of  Parliaiiieiitoen»  w  wAim 
•f  mtleMft  900,  At  Lo&;  Crendon,  about  a  mile  northward  firoa 
name,  whieh  200  belonged  to  the  garriMNi  of  Aylesbmnj^,  and* 
l^ing  headed  by  a  8eot  caUed  Cdociel  Crafford,  who,  aa  I  thinks 
waa  governor  of  the  garrison  there,  they  pretended  thai  thef 
were  looking  dot  qaartera  for  them.  Colonel  Blagge  fooght  with, 
and  made  them  run,  till  his  men,  following  them  too  eagedy, 
were  overpoWerad  by  mnltitodea  that  sflterwarda  oame  iu  to  tbfif 
aasivtance:  at  which  time  he  bimaelf,  with  hi«  atoat  Ca|itain 
Walter,  (they  two  only,)  fought  against  a  great  many  of  the 
rebels  for  a  long  time  together,  in  whioh  enooufiter  ihe>  baavt 
^lonel  behaved  himself  as  manfully  with  hia  aword  aserer  man 
did,  afamhiag  and  beating  so  many  fresh  rebela  with  auch  coa- 
aage  and  dexterity,  that  he  would  not  atir  till  he  had  htoiigM 
oiF  his  own  aun,  whereof  the  rebeb  killed  but  two,  (aot  a  nan 
more,)  though  they  took  sixteen,  who  ataid  too  long  bebiad. 
Captain  Walter  had  six  rebels  upon  him ;  and,  aceesding  to  his 
cnalom,  fought  it  out  so  gallantly,  thatahe  bronght  himadf  off 
with  his  colonel,  and  got  home  safe  to  Wallingford^  with  all 
Iheir  men  except  eigliteen.  Colonel  Blagge  waa  cot  over  tha 
£ice,  and  had  aome  other  hurts,  bnt  not. dangerous. 
/  "  After  the  action  waa  concloded  at  Crendon,  and  Blagge  and 
his  men  forced  to  ^y  homewards,  they  took  part  of  ThaaM  in  their 
way ;  and  A.  Wood  and  hia  fellow-aojearners  bemg  then  at  dinner 
inrthe  parlour  with  some  strangers,  tbey  were  all  alarmed  with 
their  approach ;  and,  by  that  time  they  oonld  run  ont  of  the  hoosa 
to  look  over  the  pale  that  parts  it  from  the  oonunon  road,  they  aav 
a  great  number  of  honemen  poating  towarda  Thame  over  Cm- 
<hm*bridge,  about  a  atone'a  cast  from  their  faooae,  (being  the  only 
kooae  on  that  road  before  you  come  into  Thame,*)  and,  in  the 
head  of  them,  was  Blagge,  wiUi  a  bloody  fiioe,  and  hia  party, 
with  Captain  Walter  following  him.  The  number,  aa  waa  tlien 
gueased  by  A.  Wood,  and  others  of  the  family,  waa  fifty,  or  i 


*  This  house  itlll  remalnsi  and  appears  to  bAve  acutct^  cxperitnced  mnjr 
alteration  since  the  above  period.  ' 


Ml  tt^  %U  lOde  noder  the  mid  pale,  «id  dose  by  the  hoii«e. 
Thqr  did  Hiot  ride  in  order,  but  each  made  shift  to  be  Unreipost; 
aad  one  of  them  ridiig  upon  a  ahelviog  ground  opposite  to  the 
deprhishdrae  slipped^  fell  upon  one  dd^,  and  threw  the  rider 
(a  Iniiy  man)  in,  A.  Wood's  sight  Colonel  Crafiord>  who  was 
wiB  honed,  at  a  pretty  distance  before  hia  men  in  ponsnit,  held 
a  pistol  to  bim»  bat  the  trooper  crying  out  '  Quarter  I'  the  rebels 
csme  op,  rifled  him»  and  took  him  and  his  horse  away  with  them. 
C^jMbfd  rode  on  withoat  tonohiag  him,  and  oyer  and  anon  ho 
would  be  disohaiging  hia  {Hstol  at  some  of  the  £igg  end  of 
Bhgge's  hone,  who  rode  through  the  west  end  of  Thame,  .called 
Priesl  Ettd^  leading  toward*  Rycote/' 

After  relating  the  particnlara  of  another  skirmish.  Wood  says  t 
"  This  alarm  and  onset  were  made  by  the  cayaliera  from  Oxon, 
ahoat  bnak  of  day  on  Sunday,  Sept.  7tb,  before  any  of  the  rebels 
were  stirring.  But  by  the  alarm  taken  from  the  sentinel  that 
stood  at  that  end  of  the  town  leading  to  Oxon,  many  of  them 
euae  out  of  their  beds  into  the  market-pkce.  withbut  their  don* 
U^,  whereof  Adj.  General  Pride  was  one^  who  fonght  in  hia 
lUrt.  Some  that  were  quartered  near  the  church  (as,  in  the 
rimr^s  honae  where  A.  Wood  then  sojourned,  aiid  others^  fled 
Olio  the  okorch,  (tome  wkh  their  horses  also,)  and,  going  to  th/e 
lop  of  the  tower,  would  be  peeping  thence  to  see  the  cayaliei)a 
na  into  the  houses  where. they  quartered,  to  fetoh  away  their 
rwds/* 

The  fiiDowiog  passive  in  Meroorios  Rusticus  is  possibly  the 
eoggsffatioB  of  a  party: — "  While  the  Rebels'  army  lay  at 
Thasw,  .aendiog  ont  parties,  by  chaaee  they  lights  upon  some 
ef  the  kiog'B  soldien;  and,  amongst  othen,  there  was  on^  wh(^ 
tssehed  in  conscience  for  ibo  grievoi|»  a  sin  as  lifting  up  his  hand 
•gainst  hb  lawful  soTcreign  the  Lord's  anointed,  fonook  the  Re-  , 
Ms*  army,  and  waa  entertained  in  his  Majesty's  pay ;  and,  being 
ialbeir  power,  they  resolved  instantly  to  hang  him.  Nothing 
vsald  serve  to  hang  him  on  but  the  sign-post  of  the  King'* 
Head/  (now  the  Nag's  HeadJ  in  Thame.    After  being  turned  off 
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tw  tfome  time  a  barbardus  viUalft  stepped  Up  'tcf  hkm,  -mei,  liaing 
Iffted  him  op,  he  turned  the  dying  maa's-^ee  toiMtk  ihe  iSiiig^s 
Vie^A  itself,  and'jeieringly  said,  "  Nay;  Sir  ^.'  yoa  musirapeak  ooa 
W(n>d  with  tlie- kiftg  befbr^  yoti  g«.'>  Vou  arel»liMiMd,  arid  he 
tannot  see,  and  by-and-hy  yoii  shad  bMb  comedown  togellMr.^' 
•    "j^lie  chunih  of  Thame  is  a  ikrge'  and  haoda^itfe  Biruotitfei  of  Hie 
•cracifonn  description,  and  cotnprisea  a  navo/ tic  aides,  ft^norA 
And  Bouth  tranc^t;  and  a  tiba«oel.'   FVom'thife  tntefa^ctioii'fitea 
a  fine  erobatiled  towef,*  sup^<M'led  by  'fMir  itfaiay  'pillare*    Thb 
entrance  is  by  a  stone  porch;  ornamented  >(vitlr  It  canopied  nieh^, 
now  vacant,  bnt  which  formerly  coritttineda  alatviftof  St  Mary, 
to  whom  the  building  is  dedicated.    The  aisles  are  aeparated  iroBi 
%h6  nave  ¥y  ^ve  pillai^,  formittg  aa  many  Gothio  arbtor.    The 
Interior,  thoogh  of  noble  fH^oporttons,  is  injndicionaly  aifaaged. 
The  pews  are  mean,  and  ineonveniently  disposed;  and  several 
irregular  galleries  destroy  the  hdrmony  of  afcbitecttiral  difeei 
comprehended  in  the  Original  design.    Tliia  diarch  eontJuaa-ntf- 
nerons  sepulchral  memorials  of  families  once  important  In  th^ 
neighbourhood.    Among  these  the  following  demand  notice :  iik 
arehed,  beneath  a  window  of  the  north  ti^iisept/  ia  (hegrcy 
marble  tomb  of  €reofirey  Dormer,  whose  epitaph  ataCea  Hiat  lie 
was  a  merchant  of  the  staple  df  the  town*  of  Calais,  and  Irfe  two 
wives.    On  the  upper  stone  are  the  efi^ies,  \t  brass,  of  the  three 
persons  interred.    Under  the  one  wife  are  five  sons  and  eiglii 
daughters ;  and  under  the  second  are  seven  sons  and  five  dangli- 
ters.    Over  the  head  of  the  first  wife  are  the  arms  Of  the  aUple 
of  Calais.     Over  that  of  the  second  three  fleurs  de  ilya.  •  At  the 
feet  of  tite  first  wife  is' a  monogram.    Tliia  Geoffi^ifltornier  t^ 
aided  in  a  Mansion  at  Thame,  not  takenf  doWn  till  Hie  year  1809, 
termed  Place-house;  and  from  him  descended  the  various  faaalKee 
dT  Dormer,  who  formerly  resided  in  this  eonnty  and  in  BudcMi^- 
hamshire. 
In  the  south  transept,  called  Quatremaiki*a  Aisle,  are  two  an- 


•  On  the  towar  it  the  date  tl38j  the  year  ia  whicii  the  Deigbbowrin^ 
abbey  wis  erected. 
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oent  tombs  of  the  fiunily  of  Quatremaio,  who  fonn^y 
CQvideiable  properiy  in  Tbt«»€»  .i^d  several  neighbouring  pa«* 
liihes.  Oae  of  these  }b  ^mpos^  entiidy  of  dark  grey  marble^ 
vith  plain  aides.  .  On  the  p^eff.^to&^e  were  form^ly  the  ciSgies 
of  two  men  in  a^Bflour,,  with  swerik  and  spurs,  an4  twb  womiin^ 
h^ffetbfr  witii  rtseTeral  .eoiiils  ief  uriUs.  Round  the  Ironge.  was  ao 
inscription.  Most  of  these  brasses  are  now  torn  away  and  lost/ 
hrt  tbey  were  perfieet  in  Ikra^venteenth  centoiy;  and  Antony 
Wood  has  presenred..  the  whole  of  the  .insioriptien,  fbom  whieh  it 
ipgeil^ that Ihet^onninelit was  erected  to^Thomas  Quatiwmaib> 
of  North  Weston»  K^thetiAe  bis  wife>  (descendefl  fotn  the  Greys 
ef  JRotbereelflJ^nd  ThMsafl^  their  son;  .  The  dkte  was  13^. 

The  seeood  |o«ib  is  nrareperfeot ..  The  slab,  is  of  daritgrey 
naiM^  ^d  the  sidea  of  fieestone/ well  adorned  with  Gothie  ii^rk. 
On  the  top  are  the  effigiei  /of  two  men  {the  one  of «  yonthftil  cha« 
ncter)  and  a  wonian*  The^men  Areia  rioh  amour^  with  swords 
sad  spurs;  on  tiie  verge  ofsthe  stxme  i^the^foUowing  inscrip-^ 

Ocertjo  Dethj  that  now  bast  overthrow 

Hichard  Quatremayne*  Sqoier.  an.d  Sibil  his  wife,  that  lie  here  full  lowe« 

l^c  wi'b  royal  Princes  of  Coancel  was  true  and  wise  famed, 

To  Rieiiafa  Dtike  6f  York,  and  after  with  his  soDe,  Kynge  Edward  the  Illlth 

named;  -  ^ 

Ihat  Ibwidid  in  t)ieChoreb  of  Tame  a  Chantrie,  VI  pore  men  and  a  Fratemiry 
is  tAe  worship  of  St.  Cristofer  to  be  relieved  in  Perpetuity. 
They  thatofiheir  Aliayi  for  thex  sowles  a  paternoster  and  ave  devoatly  wull 

My.  _ 

Of  bolj  Padurs  is  granted  them  p  don  of  dayes  forty,  alwcy. 
Which  Bichard  and  Sibill  out  of  this  worlde  passid  in  the 
Ttte  of  oar  Lord  MCCCCLX.    Upoti  their  sowles 
ihn  havo  acicy  abry. 

There  were  many  coats  upon  the  tomb,  only  a  few  of  which 
kow  remain.^    The  chantry  founded  by  the  above  Richard  Qua- 
il 3  tremayne 

•  The  vault  beneatb  was  lately  inspected ^  and  was  found  to  contain  only 
•  heap  of  rebbuh  and  boaet«  piled  in  one  corner. 
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tremmyne  was  in  this  tmnsept.  In  the  sooth  east  coinier  is  a 
stmie  figure  ef  St.  Christopher,  and  below  is  a  small  niche.  The 
altar  at  which  masses  were  performed  for  the  sonls  of  the  (bonder 
and  his  family,  was,  probably,  under;  No  remains  of  the  hospi- 
tal, in  which,  according  to  the  epitaph,  a  brotherhood  were  to 
be  "  relievod  in  peipetuity''  eouM  be  seen  even  in  Camden's 
time. 

The  lancet  windows  of  the  chancel  evince  its  antiquity.  On 
the  outer  aide  is  a  carving,  in'  rtone,  of  the  arms  of  Adrian  Bar- 
wis,  prebendary  of.  Thame  in  1480,  who  probably  repaired  and 
omamenled  this  jiart  of  the  atractore.  The  interior  of  the  chaa*' 
eel  was  repaired  by  Lord  Viscount  Weymouth,  the  irapropiiator; 
in  1707.  The  principal  motmment  here  is  that  of  John  Lord 
Williams,  of  Thame.  On  thin  very  rich  altar-tomb  of  raatblc 
are  recombent  figurea  of  his  lordship  and  his  first  wife,  their  heads 
reposing  on  coahions,  and,  contrary  to  the  usual  custom,  turned 
to  the  west.  At  the  feet  of  the  man  is  a  greyhound ;  at  those 
of  the  lady  is  a  unicorn.  The  sides  are  abundantly  adorned  with 
the  quarterings  of  his  own,  and  the  different  fiuniliea  with  which 
he  was  connected.**^ 

On  the  south  side  of  the  chancel  is  the  monument  of  Sir  John 
Clerke,  of  North  Weston,  who  died  oa  the  dth  of  ^Apcil,  1539. 
There  is  an  efiigy,  in  brass,  of  the  deceased,  kneelfaig;  and,  by 
an  inscription  below,  he  is  described  as  having  *'  taken  pria<»er 
Loays  of  Orleans,  Dnke  of  Longueville,  &c.  on  tiie  16th  of  An* 
ftust,  in  the  dth  yer  of  the  reigne  of  the  noble  and  victorious 
Kin^  Henry  VHI/' 

The  arms  of  Lof^  Weymoatb,  who  repaired  the  chancel  in 
1707,  are  placed  in  stained  gjass  in  t)ie  east  window.  There  are 
now  no  other  arms  in  any  of  the  windows ;  but  A.  Wood  haapra* 
served  an  account  of  many  existing  when  he  examined  the  chorch^ 

Thaaso 

*  Lord  Williams  left  eight  ibilling«  ptr  onnttm  for  tlie  porpote  of  keeping 
this  luonament  ia  Hue  preservation ;  but  his  provident  be<]uest  has  proved 
«qavaiUiig.  The  whole  is  in  a  state  ot*  dilapidation ;  a  cbcumsttnce  the  man 
«o  be  regretted,  as  the  sculpture  i«  reniftrjiably  ^Qod^ 
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Ti«tei«aTiaffage6Bdbwed»  aad  has  annexedtoitlhecimicbes, 
urghipnK  of  Teteworik  ud  Syik&lMLiii  ia  this  cofinty)  and  thii 
«l  Towenwy  ift  Bneka. 

A  littfe'  Midii«>we8t  of  the  efanrch  are  tiie  reandm  of  tiie  Froi* 
beaihMioaae  of  Thaae.  The  Uthes  of  thk  parish,  as  i^ell  ao 
tboie  of  Iheolher  pariflhes  whsae  eharches  are  annesod^  wero  in 
tie  hapda  cdf-the  Inshopaof  Linooln^  hy  one  of  whom  th^  were 
gnmed  to  theahbey  of  Ejnaham,  hat  remaioed  with  that  abbey 
«aiy  '%  pkoft  IkMij  for  the  validity  of  the  great  beiasr  V^^^ 
tMNMd  by  m  eucceediifg  hishep>  the  abbey  accepted  other  properly 
ii  iieeof  them;  aiid»  ia  IfUl,  Bishop  Giostehead  eraeted  a  pre* 
beadie  theelMireh  of  VMune,  and  endowed  it  with  the  i«piopri»- 
iisn  and  advowsdO  of  ibal  ohnroh.  This  prebead.was  enaes^  to 
the  cathedral  of  Jinarin,  uid  so  eontiaoed  tiU  the  rei^  of  Ed* 
vvd  VL  when  it  was  surrendered  by  George  Heneage^  the  last 
prebeadary,  t^^  the  eaawa.  The  value  was  then  82L  Ite.  3d.  It 
vas  voy.ahostly  afterwards -granted  to  Sir  John  Thynne,  aii 
■aoester  of  the  Marquis  of  Bath»  aad  Lord  Cartecety  in  whose 
finuly  it  dmtianed  till  1788»  .when  it  was  sold  by  the  latter  n^. 
bkaistt  to  the  tmslees  of  Thomas  Blad^all,  Esq.  and  .is  now  the 
piopsrty  of  John  BlaekaU,  Esq. 

Ths  ramains  of  the  ^rebendal  building  evince  considerable 
fcnner  graadear,  end  eonsut  of  nearly  three  sides  of  a  qnadfan«> 
gle.  AaMiBg  other  roonu^  a  large  refeotory  is  still  distingaisk- 
tble.  The  ^apel  is  likewise  preserved,  and  contains  some  traces 
of  tiie  sltar^  .and  the  stone-wofk  of  a  handsome  Ck>thic  window* 
On  three  sides  was  oonstmcted  a  deep  moat  The  fourth  side 
was  watMd  b$  the  river  Thame.  The  whole  of  these  fragmen- 
tary boildinga  are  now  uaed  lor  sordid  purposes,  ,as  appendages  to 
ths  fsiaenage  &im. 

By  ^hn  Lord  WiUiams,  of  Thame,  were  founded  a  school, 
Asss  of  Boeh  celebrity,  and  some  alms-houses.  The  latter  he 
crseted  in  his  life«time,  (as  it  is  supposed  on  the  site  of  the  hos- 
pital feouded  by  Richard  Quatremain.)  for  five  decayed  iradea 
iQ»»  ind  one  wom^,  of  Thame. 

U4  By 
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.  Bj<  MB. le  Tilled  in  h».eMBstiir»oMma^  < 
IMnftfeB  inhBaeks  and  Noiilidiii|iUMbk«,.lo.fii<f;aa»A  MUns 
with  the  profits  thereof,  a  Bchoolmaster  and  nillieivi  ^eltkevM 
fe^iiedlidd  BOM.Iairffcfertbeangai^latiMiorilwalaM^liotees, 
•ndibr. other  pqrpoaes;  .iendin|p  telkeneitlhe  piMr^ef^tUJiMm. 
flhavtly  after  the  d«Biae>of  tth»noUe  teeli!tor<t4ftexaealito«r0etaA 
tl».pi«iebi  acfaool  and^h^tts^lvr^ii^UMlef  nbd^oih^Vand^  in  the 
^ev&taentk  of  QneeaBliaftbc«li>'«hey:Mecteid^.tlM:iiiiiili  nd 
«Uege  of  St.  Maffy  'ofiWin^ceter/  (Hhrd;  {»99  CMtego,)  t»  bn 
irwte^  of  Mie  «^M^«Al«Mbt^  «iid  loi  a^ply  ^  Miiln  lobMii^ 
^  t^  tntection  of  his  lordship.  VVonithe  ihoeme,  l&ea  aSMiiflU 
|Bg*>.6rL'a8.  5d.  tine  stipend^f  2M«4&:4d«  Mi-q^^hHtt^iiBft 
tOiUieinaelery  and^iaij  6e.6d.lo  tke^oeher;  TboaniMidi sooi^ 
'fh^4m  9dp  was  gilfen<lo  Ihe  akne^aMv,  Md^a  Arlber  dam  to  pro- 
vide them  anavally  with  n*eioalc'or  gown  eaeh>  wkieh  «an  !|6  te 
iif  lyoo  tMn^xlothy  of  Reading  maaufactare,  of  6S(>8i:|heteoM 
yard.  Ta  the  deed  of  convoyaoee  is  annexed  mOi  oidiQitlMi,  or 
eompMiti^^  as  il  is  there  eaUed>  iregnlaftipg'^e  eleelteii  of  ike 
•■aster  atad  nsi^r*  and  the  edneation  ofUe  popMl.'  In  tiespeel  Is 
the  latter,  all  children  might  attend  the  ■school,  on  the  pajsieat 
of  certain  small  sums,  irom  which,  tlie  fMmder'«  kiii,  tin  chlldnii 
of  his  tenmiti,  and  dmseof  the  inhaj^itantsof  Thnaie,  awex- 
ompled,  :The  college,  on  n  nieaaey,  nesuuates  two  persens, 
^6  most  be  grsdaates  of  the  Vnsversity  ofOxfiiid,  to  tlie  EtA 
of 'Abingdon,  who,  as  heir  of  Henry  Lord'  Norreys,  (wlio  omr- 
ried  the  daughter  of  Lord  Williams,)  has  the  appointment  of  the 
master. 

The  honse  is  a  large  and  hnndsome  bnilding,  sitaated  near  the 
chnrcb,  and  the  scboeUroom  i»of  noble  dimemnens,  anil  tf  tcry 
appropriate  form.  Through  the  whole  of  the  seTenftenlh  oetttnry 
Ais  establishment  maintained  a  high  dmiacter,  and  aisrded  eda« 
ration  to  some  of  the  most  distingnished  youth  in  the  nelghboir* 
faood.^    But  the  career  of  its  prosperity  is  now  at  a  passe.    The 

master 

*  Aston  J  Wood,  speikipg  of  bis  school  dt^s,  nji,  the  master  (WiHiaa 

Bsft> 
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wkibi^hkmwmBk:wlla  age  aad iiiiintiif  :nthe «iBt«ol>ibvM«fe«i». 
ttn^  HesBt  I  biitut||eld>iiWa|^  .is  iiycft  i&  €xedkot)pjwiiBrwM|itB| 
tidt  il*Nigli*'tto  3ipbrf . be;naaU».  ike-ftiwaxed  ofyMtftuiiiti^.ify 
pnrso  odtaMKtemble,  iiMi;t,  ptohaMy>  artcift  jietvabotuvii^  jrwtefff 

TkeMrlirfBeiewisfra  OlMtnt5-«(|b«oliof  a-more.  hamUe  ^wpiip* 

t«(».^'Tltofr'«Mirift"iiaflr  aiflo  1he(4>eiidkri>f«tlbrtlMtllie4/tuM^ 

tir^idtf  ii^4iiMrlR^  «f^  tfae'Mspticttn 

Mfidf<  iA  'lilf^^,'^MlMv;  and  in  tb*  appi^litiofiig  of^fioor'oliS^ 
*tel"Th^9«,'iii tlie^wti^le/anKHUit to alMMitlDOI.per imtmH  '- 
-*Tbe  Htrket'iilace  t>f  4*lnme '»  lieakddy  eoHiiMrfiooa;' hit 
the  liiarkc^lumse,  thr  town^^alli  fo'olily  a»  lodiffet^rft  iHiilding*. 
HUme  1m»  a^  ireeklj  maiMt,  «id  two  annaal  faihs:  -  tb«  foraiu 
ir'Hi'  od'TacMay,  imd  ciiiifideiyBte  4aaBli«ie»of  eiMrii  by  aami- 
^,  lofl^etlker  with  large  nunrfiere  ^  onttltf/  are  dold  at '  it^  Tbia 
diiftel;'  poaaessea  some  an^aity^  for  we  -find  tlxal  the  prior  of 
SMSffd'waa  f eatramed,  in  iSOS/froaii  faokKBg  a  malrkel  ait  HaMeti- 
fciUi^'tiri!  adjoiniitgrpariah  in  ^ttiekiilgliauMrhtyky  to- the  prajadiee  oiT 
fttt  of  Tbam^.  The  chief  foir  is.oti' Old  Micbaehnaa-Day^lfof  the 
ifle  of  horaea  and  cattle^  and  the  fairing  of  aerranta. 

The  nOBfber  of  bonaea  ia  459.  The  pofialation,  in  '1^1, 
aaMmnted  to  2293;  and,  in  1811,  it  was  returned  at  8328«  Of 
Ham  popalation  it  ia  an  alarming  feat  that  1900  «re  pbnpera, 
ail  actually  reeei? e  relief  from  the  pariah !  There  ia  a  work* 
IMieicapablb  of  contatniag  from  aiilty  t<ir  seyenty  peraoua,  part 
•r  vhieh  waa  formerly  a  county  bridewell^  and  waa  purchaaed  by 

the 

B«rt^  and  his  wife  were  more  Itind  to  the  Parliuffletitariftn  tlian  the  royal 
Ibccei,  whtdi  be  attribates  to  "  their  acquaintance  witli  the  IngoUh&ys  and 
Hampitm,  and  other  patitanical  and  fa^tioua  f»niilie9,  who,  while  young. 
had  been  moatl^  bred  io  the  Kbool." 


•^  fuUtk  in  19W.    iBuVthevboieis  by  m^muimm  wUpM  kg 

llw  pirp0M^ .either  m sitoaftioo  orcxtentof  gfoond^  thoagb  gnftft 

«|v»  and  jBilgiBeiit  B*e  exaitBised  by>ibe  AperiAteadaiit. '  Tbe 

gMbtor  fast  of  the  rel|ef  is  conseqa^tly  gvuited  out  of  the  hove^ 

enil,  by  the  return  of  the  expenaes  atteadiiigtbe.iiiaiateiiaiiioeef 

thfipoor  io  1811,  thoee.oC  tfaU  parish  amouated  tod686L  a  9am 

ei^Oikfdiaf  the.  expenditiire  qf  any  other  parieh  Mvttie  county.* 

t  Thane  is.no^  manafMstar^  carried  ea  hese,. except  a  little^lae^ 

wjiiabia  of  an  indiffuwiifilbrip*  an^madeby^vevien  and  cfaildrta; 

Ihci.'grQal bttlk^of  the poei; bave, therefore^tooeaiployBiieni exoiyt 

Ihllt^if  l^ashA^'  Among  ptber/oHF^e^iv^disadfraiit^gaa^ThaiBe 

aafm  awb  .from  %:  vaul  loCfiii^g*    A  lew.  y^ars  back  the  teva 

M4/l^«bbQirbeod^ere  j9bifflyi9iiHNA«d  iRtb^^Ml  fi«n  the  becA 

irnp^A  of.Ahe  Cbi)|EjOT  jKilla;  W\  ifbi^  ?iiasia:^urQa  not  calculated 

for  long  4ui«tio|i.    S^ioce  the  Oxiord  |^  C^eentry  Caoal  baa 

baan  ibnaed*;. coals  ace, ^ijMufid  from  Oxford;  bat  they  ana  fie- 

cored  at  a  heavy-  ei^peascu.oving  to  the  iiecessity  ef  thirteen 

•faijl^.  «f.  land  c^jriag^...  They  .are.  now  (M^rcb«  181%)  2*.  M. 

]N9r;baii4red.  .A. canal  te  orqss  this  part  of  the  coontry  iWMia 

iGPisfntial  to  the  eoafort  aad,pp;osperity  ^  tlie  neighboorhood.    A 

lin^  wassorveyed  in  1810,  to  unjte  the  Berks  and  Wilta  canal  at 

Atiag^a.witb  the.Graod  Junctioii  at  Marsworth,  above  Aylee» 

biury.    Bpt  seTCffal/paweifttl  int^ests  apprehended  partial  injury; 

and'  the  scberoe,  so  fertile  in  promise  of  extensive  benefit^  wan 

consequently  defeated.    TUcrtcfwn  ts^  at  present^  a  d^ot  Car  prir 

sDuers  ,9i  war  on  parole.    For  the  last  eight  years  aboni  170 

liave.usaaUy  residckd  here. 

In  the  first  y^ear  of  Queen  Ifary  Sir  John  Williams,  Kftt. 
lord  cbamberlaiii  to  that  quef n«  ^as  created  Baron  of  l^hame ; 
but  the  ti^e  expired  iii^his  pcrson>  as  he  died  \\ithout  male  iaaae^ 

leaving 

*  From  the  information  of  inteMlgent  nativeSj  it  appears  that  the  wmotwj 
raided  in  M  of  ihe  poor  QtTb»me^  fo/  the  present  year,  will  be  upwards  of 
40001.  s.n  imoTerable  burthen^  aad  on«  that. cries  loudly  for  some  refbrma* 
ttoo  i»}  ibe  poor  i^ws. 
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kiTiog  two  daagliten,  who  married  into  the  ftmilieB  of  Norris 
$nd  If enman. 

In  the  town  of  Tbame  were  born*  George  Btberydge^  a  phy8i<^' 
ciaa  of  some  note;  and  tbat  great  ornament  of  jorisprudence^  ihe 
Lord  Chief  Justice  Holt 

€feorge  Etherydge  studied  at  Corpus  Chfristi  College,  Oxford, « 
and  was  admitted  a  fellow  of  that  society  in  the  year  1539.  -  U€ 
was  afterwards  appointed  king's  professor  of  Greek ;  but,  in  th^ 
ragn  of  Elizabeth,  was  ejected  on  account  of  his  religious  opi-«' 
nioBs.  He  then  practised  as  a  physician  at  Oxford,  and  likewise' 
toperitttended  the  education  of  several  young  gentlemen,  the  sons 
of  Catholics.  He  appdkra  to  taaTe  be^u  a  man  of  taste  as  wi^  aaf 
af  learning;  for  there  are  some  musical  compositions  and  Latin 
poems  by  him  still  extant  in  manuscript.  Etherydge  died  about 
1568. 

Sir  John  Holt  was  bom  in  1642.  After  passing  some  years  at 
Abingdon  school,  he  became  a  gentleman  commoner  of  Oriel  Col* 
lege,  Oxford ;  and,  in  1658,  entered  of  Gray's  Inn.  When  called 
to  the  bar,  he  applied  with  so  much  industry  to  the  study  of  ths 
eoouBon  law,  that  he  soon  became  one  of  the  most  eminent  bar- 
rirteri  of  that  era.  As  a  proof  of  which  it  may  be  sufficient  to 
obsenre,  that  when  the  Earl  of  Danby  was,  in  the  yeat  1678; 
iDpeached  in  Parliament,  the  Lords  named  Holt  as  one  of  his 
counsel ;  bat  the  whole  nomination  of  the  Lords  was  prohibited 
by  the  Commons,  in  a  vote  which  was  posted  round  Westminster- 
Hall  and  the  Parliament-House. 

In  \StiS  he  received  the  distinction  of  knighthood  f^om  James 
II.  and  was  made  recorder  of  the  city  of  London.  He  held  this 
sitoation  for  about  a  year  and  a  half,  and  forfeited  it  because  he 
wosld  not  expound  a  particular  law  according  to  the  wish  of  the 

kingr. 

*  It  nmj  b«  obierTed,  that  James  Figg,  noted  for  his  pnbiic  eihibltiont 
with  tisc  bioad  sword  at  tlie  early  part  of  the  lait  century,  was  likewise  f 
Qfttivc  of  ThMie.  A  humourous  account  of  hii  exhibitloos  is  given  by  Addi- 
son,  ftiid  hb  portrait  is  to  be  seen  in  the  second  pUte  of  the  Rake's  Progress 
bj  Hogarth. 


t02  oXFOBIiraiU. 

oUadto  St  Mtrr,  July  ftl,  1I3S*.  Tht  modu  ntained  Aeir 
lands  iaOttiDgdoii^  «ul  feceiVed  verj  eoosidenUe  angmentatioiis 
from  fresli  beneftictorB^  which  were  cosfinaed  to  ilieai  by  seroil 
royal  ehartere  and  Papal  bulla.  Al  the  Dtaaolatiofn  tiie  loeiety 
oeiisiated  of  an  abbot  and  sixteen  monka«  The  annual  reveao^ 
according  to  Tanner,  was  2661.  l48.  7d.  The  abbey,  with:  the 
whole  of  its  possiessions,  was  sorrendered  to  the  Crown  in  the  Slit 
«f  Henry  Vllf .  by  Robert  Kyng,  the  last  abbot,  who,  for  his  redly 
eomplianoe,  was,  on  the  creation  of  the  see  of  Osford^  naned  its 
first  bishop. 

In  the  reign  of  Edward  VI.  the  abbey,  park,  and  lands,  wcm 
given  to  the  Protector  Somerset ;  but^  on  his  disgrace,  csmiBf 
again  to  the  Crown,  Sir  John  (afterwards  Lord)  Williams  oh** 
tained  them,  with  the  ether  abbey  estates  in  the  maiMirsof  More* 
ion,  Atlingdon,  and  Sydenham.  From  liord  Williams  they  casw 
to  his  daughter  IsabeL  who  married  Sir  Francis  Wenman,  an  aa* 
cestor  of  l4>rd  Viscoont  Wenman,  in  whose  family  they  now  re- 
main. On  the  death  of  the  late  Lord  Wenman,  in  1800,  with* 
out  issue,  these  estates  descended  to  his  nephew,  William  Richarl 
.Wykham,  Esq.  whose  daaghter  and  heir  is  the  present  owner. 

On  the  site  of  a  part  of  the  abb^  the  present  mansioa-hoow 
was  erected  by  Philip,  the  father  of  the  late  Lord  Wenman.  Ths 
building  is  of  stone,  and  has  in  front  a  handsome  flight  of  step% 
with  two  ascents.  In  the  centre  is  a  pediment,  on  the  tympamo 
of  which  are  placed  the  arms  of  Wenman.  Considerable  fiig^ 
ments  of  the  abbey  still  remain,  and  these  are  protected  and  sd> 
joined  by  the  modern  elevation.    In  pictorial  beauty  they  amply 

repay 

■*  According  to  William  of  Newburgb,  at  qaoted  by  Camden,  the  Bishop 
raised  this  roonasterj  "  to  wipe  off  the  odium  which  he  had  contracted  hj 
liii  extravagance  in  buildiqg  castles.*'  Bat  bis  taste  for  architectare  had  not 
been  previously  confined  to  castellated  Atmctures.  In  lif4,  he  reboilt  t!ie 
cathedral  of  Lincoln,  which  had  been  consoned  by  fire.  Hit  esteasivt 
generoeity  obtained  him  the  name  of  AteMander  Ihe  battvoUnt  The  castlo 
erected  by  this  bishop  were  those  of  Banbury,  Sleaford,  and  Newark.  He  died 
in  1147. 


Qtfty  tie  tot^/tmf .  po««r '  whMr  khdleni  tkdn. .  Tbe  :tupctii«i. 
in  a  sUte  of  Tenerable  and  gentte  decay,  aad  the  ivy  tbrws  a 
lofeiy  akreeft  over  tbe  iiD#  iiiekM  iiiiUflr»a.r  ; . 

Near  tke  hooae  ia  the  ancient  ciia|»ei,  a  plains  but  ncU  jtone* 
tnra,  new  only  need  aa  a  buriaJ  place  fer.tiie  frmily*  laabat^ 
Imm  at  one  end,  tumewhat  ankwaidly  placed,  ia  the. niche  .fwr 
oariy  obeopied  by  a  statoe  of  the  patron  aaintk  Freak  a  diieh 
en  tM  wait  aide.of  the  heose  was  dug;  aame  time  baok,'.a j 
cofti,  with  a  head-pia49e,  which  now  iiea,  overgtown  withi 
on  the  outer  side  of  the  chapel.  Among  the  ftmereal  woardaili 
thia  bniidiDg  ta  an  eiegaat  mnral  tablet,  by  •  Weatmacott,  a^wted 
iethe  meBBory  of  the  Mat  «Lord  Wenmaniby  hia  nephew,  PUip 
'nwnaa^Wykham^Eaq..".      .  .  ...I 

The  paric  contain^  aboat  two  hiiadred  ahd  treaty  MM,  aaiia 
skirted  with  woodland.  The  bosom  of  this  domain  is  rather  flat, 
bat  has  received  all  the  aid  which  the  pmfeasioqal!  skill  of  Brown 
could  beatow;  and  n  still  improving.  A  eoitoervatory  has  lately 
been  added  to  the  garden-embellishments. 

It  was  in  the  family  ofLord  Wennian  thatBr.  Seth  Ward  found 
;mi  asylom,  when  he  was  expelled  Sidney  CoHege,  in'tttfe-time  of 
the  Rebellion.  While  he  was  so  situated  his  skill  inmatheniatica 
procured  him  tbe  astronomy  professorship  at  Oxford ;  bat  when 
the  masterahip  of  Jesus  College  was  isooght  ibr  him  of  Cr6nl%e1l 
the  suit  waa  thus  negatived  r  ^  1  hear  that  be  is  a  d^kervihg  hitf, 
but  I  koow  that  he  is  a  malignant"  At  the  Restoration  Di^.WaMl 
was  promoted  to  the  Bishopric  of  Salisbury. 

NoBTH  Westok,  distant  one  mile,  on  the  sootb-w^t'^m  tb^ 
town  of  Thame,  formed  iC  part  of  the  possession^  of  tbe  Qoktres> 
ttaina.  It  was,  subsequently,  for  many  years  in  the  family  off 
Cicrke,  several  of  whom  represented  the  county  of  Oxford  in  Phltc- 
liaaeot  The  Estate  was  sold  about  the  year  1745,  by  the.Cleikea, 
to  Charies,  Duke  of  Marlborough,  and  now  belongs  to  Lord  Cbailea 
SpeDceri  Tbe  ancient  manor-house/  a  building  of  no- great  oon^ 
aidcration,  is  still  standing,  and  is  now-^sed  as  a  school;    A 

small 
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muU  emnlgUbmi  ihaj^el. taa  taken  dwnwidiiA die hst IvmIj 

The  vHIage  of  Great  MM.TmilMsiteiiled:oii«a.cflMiiei»ot,t^ 
nhtaJni-^om  that  KJircwaitMwba'dqaniaflAoheeiftitMffecL  .I^e* 
ttai  .iDhienrf^  thAt  iheni  vm.  hein,.  ff  maatf  'y«res  iiyni^jM  ibe 
Mrd:s8y,  a  priori  Jofiiioi|keB»«  aeile,  as^oneloU  Juiii^Ad  Mkhg* 
ibti«  'TIm«  housb  oiKtke.  prif  re  vasi  ik)c  likeUbodd;  ,iriiec.lhf  liu^ 
mmf*^'ha9ie'h  nofr^.kmri  hy  the  4shlijcli  jM,.hx  ibmwffeK 
tanhLtiiAir  of  fiettt  biiildings.V  Thw.  prfery  vi»,  grutei.  te 
Biehavd  da  Loiidiies,  imd  •!«  a  prebfen^  of  Uncoln^ ... 
'  ia  Greift  Mtltoa  «li«rcb'id  a.  bhsk  nlffble  laUety lerarbod  ft>  Ibe 
fiemory  of  Mra.  Elizabelii  Wilkimon,  ht^  wflb  to  Dr.  Iifliu7.yit 
kinson^  principal  of  Magdalen  Hall^  OzfonL.  .fibe  :dkd  Jtedil* 
iier  8^  I^M.    After  a  long  and  qoaiot  inioriptbii  are  these  liies: 


Boelyo  Boliber  aad  b«b«,  ^tb  vilhDol  siii% 
Hcxt  birth  will  make  hft  Mid  her  infaot^  twins. 

*  Jbe^€tgister  oftbis  parish  GoiwneDcea  in  1^50. 

*  ,  4^  V^v^^  Milton  was  foand  an  anoient  British  coin^  of  which 
J>rv  Plo|;hA8  given  au  engcaYiiig  in  the  Natuml  History  of  this 
aoi»ty>  '^  adorned  wUb  two  faces  on  the  obTerse^  and  an  ill- 
lAai^  horse^  with  a  wheel  beneath  bioij  on  the  revecse^f'  ..This 
Dr.  Plot  sopposes  to  be  a  coin  of  "  PrasuUgus«.King  of  ^e  Ipeni, 
neiitioned  by  Tacitas ;  and  the  ground  of  this  conjecture  be  takes 
from  the  reverse  of  the  horse  and  wheel  uader  him,  .most  times 
/oand  on-  the  coios  of  Boadicea  (Queen  of  the  above  Prasutagas) 
where  her  name  isstapiped  on  tbem.  The  horse  and  wheels  per- 
haps, iotiuiate^  the  gre^t  strength  of  the  nation  to  lie  in  their 
war-chamts;  o^^  having  by  thia  time  learned  of  the  Romans  the 
aecessity  and  convenience  of  making  military  ways  and  other 
{MMsages  for  carriages  through  tlie  woods  and  marshy  grounds^ 
the  horse  and  wheel  might  be  put  on  the  coin  in  memory  of  that 
fcct.**  9 

LEWKNOR 
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joins  the  hundred  of  Tbame  on  the  south-east,  and  is  partly  in 
the  Cbiltern  division.  Much  beech  wood  prevails  among  the 
bills.  The  lowlands  were^  till  lately,  in  a  ruder  state  than  is 
nsoal  in  this  county  ;  but  several  inclosures  have  recently  taken 
place,  which  promise  equal  advantage  to  the  aspect  and  resonrce^ 
of  the  district.  The  soil  is  various,  bat  generally  productive. 
The  Ikeneild  Street  enters  near  the  village  of  Chinnor,  and 
naiMy  as  it  proceeds,  the  commencement  of  the  Cbiltern  eleYo* 

tiODS. 

iewknor  hundred  does  not  possess  any  market  town^  and  con- 
sists of  the  following  parishes  and  liberties :  Adwell;  AstoU'RoW'- 
o»t;  JSritwelt'-saiome ;  Chalford;  Chinnor;  Crewell;  Em* 
mhgtfm  ;  Heutan ;  Kingiton-blount ;  Lewknor,  with  Lewknor* 
tip-hiil ;  Postcomb  ;   Sydenham,  and  Stoken-church. 

The  money  raised  for  the  poor,  in  the  year  1803,  was 
4SI90L6b,  lOd.  making  an  average  of  six  shillings  and  twopence 
halfpenny  in  the  pound". 

LswRKon,  which  nfibrds  a  name  to  this  division,  is  a  pleasing 
village  At  the  base  of  the  Clalterti  hills,  composed  of  a  considera- 
ble number  of  decent  peasants*  cottages,  intermingled  with  some 
sgricnltttral  abodes  of  a  better  order.  At  a  brm  called  Stud* 
deridge,  in  Lewknor  parish^  some  workmen  digging  the  founda- 
tion of  an  ont-house,  in  1738,  found  broad  gold  pieces  of  James  I. 
sad  Charles  I.  to  the  amount  of  one  hundred  pounds,  buried  in 
tt  earthen  pot  A  proof  ot  the  dismay  spread  through  these  rurU 
predncts  by  the  horfors  6f  the  civil  war. 

Neir  Iewknor  is  Nethercot,  the  seat  of  l^dward  Jodrell,  Esq.*, 
a  spacious  brick  building,  bnt  placed  on  a  low  and  marshy  spot* 
Xr.  lodrelfs  fistmily  have  long  possessed  cousiderable  property  in 

Vol.  XII.         '  X  Lewknor 

*  M aiked  in  the  list  of  tests  ■•  tbs  reaidsBCO  of  Richard  PmI  Jodnll/  £«q« 
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tievknor  parish,  which  came  by  an  intermarriage  with  the  hmHj 
of  Rolls. 

Stoken  Church,  the  word  Stoke  is,  perhaps,  more  frequently 
found  than  any  other  to  form,  or  to  assist  in  forming,  the  name 
of  a  village ;  and  literally  means,  according  to  Gihson,  a  stock, 
or  log,  of  wood.  Til  is  derivation  may  naturally  be  supposed  to 
allude  to  the  fiist  constructions  of  the  habitations  iu  a  village 
situated,  as  is  this,  on  the  summit  of  the  Chiltem  hills,  and  for* 
merly  surrounded  by  thick,  woods.  The  word  church  was  fre- 
quently appended  to  the  name  of  a  place,  before  each  paiochial 
division  possessed  its  separate  religious  edifice. 

l*he  church  of  this  village  is  dedicated  to  St  Peter  and  St« 
Paul,  on  whose  anniversary  there  is  kept  a  wake  or  fair.  Be- 
fore the  suppression  of  monasteries  it  belonged  to  the  priory  of 
Wallingford,  a  cell  of  St.  Al  ban's.  The  building  is  co^ppoaed 
of  a  nave,  north  aisle,  and  chancel.  About  the  middle  of  the 
chancel  there  are  three  steps,  that  lead  to  the  table ;  and,  on  tlie 
south  and  north  walls,  src  two  stands  for  images,  or  tapera.«  On 
the  south  side  of  the  altar,  in  the  wall,  is  a  recess  for  tlM  auo- 
tified  water  used  in  bestowing  benedictions. 

In  the  wall,  at  the  end  of  the  nave,  is  f  sqvare  recen  tkat 
looks  directly  up  the  chancel.  This  was  probably  deaigncd  for 
the  use  of  penitents,  who,  while  in  a  state  of  hamiliation,  wen 
not  penpitted  fully  to  participate  in  all  the  offices  of  religion,  Imt 
were,  however,  indulged  iu  this  near  approach,  whero  they  wiif^ 
liear  and  see  the  devotions  of  others  *. 

In  the  church  are  buried  two  of  the  family  of  Morley,wlio  vtvn 
distinguished  in  the  wars  of  Edward  III.  and  Richard  II.  On  liie 
north  wall  is  a  tablet  commeokorative  of  BartholoHnew  Tippiog^ 
Gent,  foonder  of  the  Free  School  at  Sloken  ohnrch^  who  dind  in 

tesb. 

The  ancient  custom  of  decorating  graves  with  flovcn,  tk» 
symbols  of  fleeting  mortality !  has  almost  passed  from  rteoUoclMM 
in  this  country,  slnd  is  rapidly  disappearing  in  moat  parts  of 

Waleni 
•  MS.  by  dt  la  Fitl4,  in  Bod.  Lib» 
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Wales ;  hot  one  Thomas  Stevens^  a  poor  and  agecl  man,  who  lies 
bvried  in  the  chnrch-ya^d  of  \\m  village,  left  a  reqoest  tliat  his  sou 
▼oold  annually  dress  his  grave  with  flowers  on  the  recnrrence  of 
St  Peter's  (the  wake)  day ;  and  this  request  was  punctoaUy  com* 
pUcd  with. 

It  appears  that  the  ptaotice  of  preaching,  hy  the  bo«ur*glass  con- 
tioaed  in  this  parish  till  after  the  year  16C^;  for  in  the  dftorcbv 
warden's  accoant  for  thai  year  i9  this  article :  "  For  mendiog  thf 
|H«pn'sGlasa,2s,6d/'* 

la  Stoken  chorch  is  a  free  school,  founded  hy  "  Bartholomen 
Tipping,  Gent"  who  bequeathed  411.  6d.  per  annum  for  the  pay« 
ment  of  a  master,  and  for  the  purposes  of  clothing  and  approntjciof 
poor  boys. 

In  the  year  1990,  the  shock  of  an  earthquake  was  Celt  herc^ 
and  tiiMugh  great  part  of  the  Chiltem  district  which  Maltt  Paris 
*'  thinks  the  more  sarpiieing,  as  th«s  soil  is  chaiky»  and.  ctosely 
compacted.'' 

Several  nhis  were  discovered  hy  some  lahourera,  digging  tha 
fiMndation  of  a  house,  in  1738.  The  urns  were  ajbout  foa^leea  ^ 
ifteen  in  number,  and  of  diferent  sizes  and  shapes.  Two  larger 
than  the  rest  were  in  the  middle,  and  the  others  were  placed 
eanfaaedly  around.  They  were  composed  of  ooarse  <;1ay  and 
snnd^  and  ii^ntained  black  mould,  or  ashes,  and  sstsral  small 
Some  of  these  nms  were  foui^d  within  six  inches  of  Iba 

Near  the  Roman  Porttpay,  which  passed  thr^agh  fart  of 
StiAen  chnroh,  and  probably  led  from  Wycombe  to  WatUngt^n 
aadWallingfbrd,  is  an  elevation,  called  Bejacfm  Hill;  the  spot, 
no  donbt,  on  whi^h  one  of  the  beacons  of  the  county  was  fermeriy 
placed.  ,The  Portway  joins  with  the  Ikeneild  Street,  in  the 
Mghbonrhood  of  Stoken  church. 

X  9^  WoKBistcr, 

•  U  nmy  be  here  ol>9erTed,  tliat  the.  popular  spying  of  preicbiQg  Ijke  a 
psrtoa  mwr  ^*j  gUtt,  is.cfidently  derived  ffoni  the  gl^si  of  tend,  n9t  thai  of 
.eihilarmtina  liqutr. 

t  MS.  by  Dc  le  Field. 
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*  WoRMSLEY,  or  Walmsley,  th«  mansron  of  John  Fane,  Esq.  i§ 
seated  on  one  of  the  highest  points  of  this  variable  district.  Tie 
Worni&ley  estate  was  long  possessed  by  the  Scropes,  and  af- 
forded a  residence  to  A.  Scrope^'  Esq*,  one  of  the  high  court  of 
justice  which  Condemned  Charles  I. ;  for  which,  on  the  Restora- 
tion, he  was  pbnished  with  death.  It  was  remarked,  that  hit 
demeanour  daring  the  time  of  trial  was  more  gentlemanly  *  tiian 
that  of  the  persons  -  fmplicated  with  him  in  offence ;  but  be  ap* 
pears  to  have  been  a  fanatie  of  the  most  enthosiastieal  kind.  At 
(he  hour  of  execution  he  said,  **  K  is  no  reproach,  or  shame,  to 
follow  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  to  die  in  his  canse,  for  that  it  it 
which  I  judge  I  am  now  going  to  do !" 

Groye  Cottage,  the  residence  of  Richard  Davis,  Esq.  is  eon* 
spicuous  for  unostentatious  elegance  of  architectnral  character. 
We  too  frequently  see  ponderous  domes  and  decorated  corridoret 
Kssiftt  in  the  composition  of  structures,  whimsically  denominated 
cottages  by  their  lordly  owners.  The  present  building  is  of  a 
different  description.  Neat,  commodious,  and  simple,  it  harmo- 
iiizes  with  the  rural  scenery  spread  around,  and  speaks,  throogh 
every  feature,  of  that  which  the  ancient  country  gentlemen  of 
England  hdd  most  dear,  comfort. 

The  followtng  Plants  are  found  iti  the  woods  near  Stoken- 
ehnrch  i-^Helleborui  viridh,  wild  black  Hellebore;  H^rdeum 
tyhaticum,  wood  barley,  seen  on  a  chalky  soil;  Monoiropa 
Hypopythis,  bird's-nest,  smelling  like  primrose  roots ;  Pyrola 
rttundifolia,  common  winter-green;  Serapias  latifolia,  wild, 
broad  leaved  Hellebore;  Serapias  longifolia,  grandifiimi,  white 
•  flowered,  bastard.  Hellebore ;  and  Triiicum  cuninum^  dog's  grass^ 
with  awnfr. 

PIRTON 

*  The  roalevolf  nde  of  party-historiam  descends  to  the  most  minote  partica« 
lars.  The  writers  on  the  side  of  the  court  describe  Scrope  as  being  in  person 
ttean  and  deformed.  On  the  contrary,  De  la  Fie  id  says,  "  I  bare  talked 
with  some  that  knew  him,  and  they  affirm  that  he  was  a  proper  and  bandaomtt 
goniltnuD."  MS.  &e. 
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lies  to  the  sonth-west  of  Lewknor^.and  is  divided  nearly  inlf 
equal  parts  by  the  Ikeneild  Street.  The  natural  division  is  as 
posiUve  as  the  artificial.  To  the  south-east  of  the  Roman  road 
is  A  succession  of  hills,  the  basis  of  which  is  chalk,  while  on  the 
UMib-west  the  country  is  jcomparatively  jSat,  ^nd  the  soil  mis* 
cdlmoeons,  bat  usually  inclining  to  a  clay.  In  most  places  the 
^eleratioBs  immediately  abore  the  Ikemeild  way,  in  jts  whole  pro- 
gress across  the  county,  consist  of  ranges  of  meagre  Down-laud, 
chiefly  used  as  sheep-walks. 

This  hundred  contains  one  market  town,  Watllngton,  and  the 
parishes,  liberties,  and  hamlets,  oi  Assendo^i ;  Clare;  Colder  ; 
Greenfield;  Pirt<m,  with  the  liberty  of  Christmas  Common; 
Pusskili;  SJurboum;  Standhill;  Stoke^talmaire ;  Warmscomb; 
SQuih- Weston;  and  Wheatfield. 

The    sum  raised  for   the  use    of  the  poor  in  1803,  was. 
^295L  J 9s.  did.  producing  an  average  of  3s.  9d.  in  the  pound. 

The  town  of  Watu^gtok  is  jobserved  b^  PU)t "  to  he  of  no  small 
antiqiiity,  provided  its  ag^do  but  answer  Its  etymologic;  for  by 
its  name  it  seems  to  have  been  an  old  British  city,  which,  ac- 
CQvdiag  to  Strabo,  were  no.thiug  else  hut  groves,  fenced  about 
with  trees  cut  down  and  laid  cross  one  another,  within  which 
they  built  sheds  both  for  themselves  and  their  cattlej  which  man- 
ner of  fence  the  Saxons  after  called  Crates,  Jiurdles,  or  Wat- 
tles"  At  the  period  jof  the  Norman  Survey  tiie  manor  of  Wat- 
liogton  (styled  Watelint(me  in  Domesday)  was  held  of  the  king 
by  Robert  de  Oilgi,  the  distinguished  favourite  on  whom  Wil. 
Uaa,  mnoDg4>ther  gifts^  bestowed  the  barony  of  Oxford.^    The 

X3  estate 

*  He  WM  oDe  of  the  most  powerful  men  rmued  to  »ffluence  hy  the  triumph 
oftbeNoraan  invaders*  and  whs  married  to  Aldith,  oiil^-  daughter  of  Wigod 
de  W«leiigtford.  "  In  the  expi'diiion  againNt  England  Robert  de<Otlgi 
brou^t  over  with  him  Koger  deivery,  a  fellow-ad venturer,  and  fwuui'bro- 

the/. 
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estate  so  held  is  thus  descrif>ed  in  the  record :  "  There  are  eight 
hides  there.  Land  to  eleven  ploughs*  Of  this  land  three  hides 
are  inland^  and  therein  two  ploughs  and  four  hondmen;  and 
twenty-two  villanes,  with  five  bordars^  have  eleven  ploughs. 
Inhere  are  two  mills  of  ten  shillings  and  eight-pente.  Tfaeit 
are  four  acres  of  meadow^  and  eleven  acres  of  pastui^.  Wood 
one  mile  and  half  long,  and  half  a  mile  broad.  It  was  worth 
in  King  Edward's  time^  and  afterwards,  six  pounds ;  now  tea 
-pounds.'' 

-  Watlington  is  a  small  town,  sitaate  between  the  two  high 
iroads  leading  from  London  to  Oxford,  and  distant  abouft  sixteen 
miles  from  the  latter  city,  and  forty-fonr  from  the  metropolis 
The  streets  are  narrow,  and  the  houses,  with  a  few  exceptions, 
linean  and  iTl-built.*  The  nearest  navigable  stream  is  at  ihb 
distance  of  six  miles;  a  circumstance  fatally  advcflrae  to  the 
prosperity  of  the  place.  There  is  no  staple  manufacture  of  any 
/  consequence.  The  making  of  lace,  however,  prevails  to  some  ex- 
tent, and  forms  the  chief  employment  of  the  labouring  fbnales. 
There  is  a  school  exptessly  for  the  purpose  of  teaching  this  art, 
which  is  usually  attended  by  from  forty  to  fifty  pnpits.  In  ad- 
dition to  the  remoteness  of  water-conveyance,  the  badness  of  tm 
neighbouring  roads,  which  are,  peiliaps,  the  wors^  in  th^  county^ 
acts  prejudicially  on  commercial  slpeculation.    But  the  spirit  of 

tte 

ihert  for  they  bad  mutually  engaged  by  oath  to  be  sharers  of  the  saioe  for- 
tune ;  and,  according  to  this  compact,  when  the  said  Robert  de  Oilgi  bad  two 
boDours  given  him,  beside  the  estate  which  came  b^  his  wife,  lie  freclj  gave 
one  of  those  honours  to  the  said  Roger  de  I  very." — ^Ken.  Faroch.  Antiq. 

*  The  houses  are  generally  built  with  brick';  but  .many  of  the  \na^  par- 
tition walls  are  formed  by  a  kind  of  wicker-work,  reienibiiiig  m  nmttltd,  or 
Aake  hurdle,  against  which  mortar,  or  mod,  has  been  thrown,  luttil  a  dn« 
thickness  was  acquired.  This  mode  of  building  wa^  formerly  usual  througb- 
«nt  the  whole  Chiltem  country^  so  prolific  of  beech;  but,  inthb  instance,  it 
forms  a  coriont  coincidence  with  the  name  of  the  town.  The  more  ancient 
part  of  Watlington  (of  which  no  fragment  now  remains)  was  on  the  noitli  side 
of  the  church ;  and  it  may  be  obseryed,  that  tho  buHdtngs  laA  taken  down  in 
that  diviflioA  were  entiiaJy  composed  of  wattles  and  mud. 


IhiittliidiitisU  appears  to  be  liltk  deprcBsad  by  tkeae  r^iidve 
dreuMlaBcea.  A  bauk  has  been  established  within  thea^  faw 
yfiiai  aad  afiiMrta  are  gsadaaMy  making  ta  wetiarale  the  ^hill 
aadglaaaiy  aspect  of  the  prinaipai  atenues. 

The  ta«o  alawia  aboat  half  a  mile  ^orih  by  west  of  tfie 
ftsadU  84reet,  aad  is  nalared  oo  the  aoatb  aide  bgr  a  baoak,  - 
mi^  ID  the  viciutty,  which  now  wocks,  within  the  distance /of 
J  iaa  aiks  and  and  a  hstf  fimn  ils  souroe^  Ibnr  .corn-Baills.  There 
is  a  weekly  naAet  on  SaAundays,  fast  giantad  to  Jto^er  Bi^od, 
fitfi  of  Norfidk.  in  the  reig^  af  Ridiard  I.  B^  ihki  mackat  is 
thialy,  tboagh  nespoctaUy,  attended  ;  and  ti^  baainen  of  Ahe 
day  is  inTariably  coniAacied  in  the  parlonis  of  the  prinaipai  iaiL 
ISicie  aie,  likewiae,  two  aaaoal  fairs.  The  aiagiatiatas  hold  a 
peHf  sffssiaaa  osually  aaee  is  a  fortnight^  (khng  the  iiiatsr^  hnt 
is  saoHBer  not  ao  often. 

The  naaor  af  WatUngton  was  g&Tan  by  Henry  III.  in  12ai>4o 
Usbsslliet;  Richard  Esri  of  Cornwall.  By  Edward  If.  it  was 
gaaled  in  iie  to  PieiB  ^veston.  On  the  disgrace  joi  Gaveslsn  . 
it  again  terertad  to  the  Crown,  and  .was  granted  by  Edward  lU. 
io  8ir  Nioiiolaa  De  la  Becke,  who  obtained  permission,  in  1386, 
to  halU  aapaooaa  eaatle,  some  traces^of  which  were  dispoveraUe 
absata  caatary  back*.  The  building  stood  on  a  slightly-ele-  - 
filid  apot  la  the  aonth-eastmf  the  chancel  of  the  ohurch,  and  it 
msy  yet  be  peaeeiTed  that  the  atmctufe  was  anoompassed  by  a 
asst  JUag  Charlaa  L  in  the  fourth  year  iof  hia  seign,  4»y  letters 
psfttat  under  the  great  seal,  granted  and  confirmed  the  manor  af 
Vallington  unto  four  citizens  4if  London,  who,  linibcifoUoii^ing 
7«ar  (UI29)  said  it  to  Edmnnd  Symeon,  of  .P^rton,  Esq.  f,  aad 
TbaoMS  Adeane,  af  Chalgrore,  Gent  JS^Mm  after  this  peviod  it  be-  ' 
*SHM  so  difidad  and  parcelled  oot,  that,  iathe  year  tiM,  there 
«ma  abaat  fifty  persona  .participating  in  the  jnan^inal  rights ; 
and,  previoaa  to  the  encloanre  of  the  parish,  which  took  place  in 

X4  1809, 

«  fUwrmson's  MSS.  Bod.  Lib. 
i  IVheie tmghtar was auoiied to  the celehrstedHsispdcar 
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1809.  the  shates  of  the  manor  were  shtty-four  and  a  half  fat 
number.  .  » 

Id  the  centre  of  the  town  is  the  market^honse^  a  aabstaalial 
hrick^bu  tiding,  erected  by  Thomas  Stonor^  Esq.  in  the  year  1664. 
The  same  benefactor^  likewise,  founded,  and  enddtwed  with  lea 
pounds  per  annum,  a  grammar-school  for  ten  boys.  Aceonli&g  lo 
the  will  of  the  founder  the  master  was  to  be  a  graduate  in  one 
of  the  Universities ;  bot  imperative  oireomstanoea  have  loog 
caused  this  article  to  be  dispensed  with.  Pour  boys  have  been 
addoi  to  the  original  number,  and  the  whole  are  tanght  in  a  eoa- 
modious  room  above  the  market-house,  in  which  are,  likewise, 
held  the  courts  ieet  and  baron  of  the  manor. 

The  church  is  a  respectable  ancient  bailding,  remote  from  the 
main  part  of  the  town  on  the  north-west  In  the  ckanoel  are 
several  neat  monuments,  and  the  handsome  barial-place  of  the 
Home  family.  Sufficient  lands  and  tenements  have  been- left  by 
will  for  the  repairs  of  the  church,  without  any  parish  rate  for  that 
purpose  ;  and  there  have  also  been  considerable  snms  beqoeathed 
for  the  use  of  the  poor,  which  are  all  regularly  and  well  applied. 
Previous  to  the  Reformation,  the  abbot  and  canons  of  Osney  weie 
patrons^  to  whom  the  church  was  app^priated  In  1263,  by  the 
Bishop  of  Lincoln.  In  this  parish  was  formerly  a  chapel,  i 
by  the  lord  of  the  manor  of  Watcomb ;  but,  on  a  complaint  i 
by  the  abbot  and  canons  of  Osney,  Pope  Urban  111.  dissolved  it 
No  traces  can  now  be  discovered  of  the  site  oecopied  by  tiuB 
structure. 

^he  register  commences  in  1635.  At  an  early  period  of  the 
Rebellion  the  Rev.  lUlph  Welb,  vicar,  was  ejected  from  the 
living,  and  illegally  kept  out  for  many  yeara  by  the  fiuiatical 
part  of  the  inhabitants,  who  appear  to  have  oonslitated  a  cpwm- 
derable  majority.*    During  this  time  h«  resided  at  PiddioglM^ 


*  The  following  qooUtion  displays  a  singoUr  fancy  which  look  ] 
of  tome  ot  the  least  inforacd  natives  in  the  scventeanch  eentory  ;-*"  At  <Im 
tonni  of  Watlingtoo  I  was  told  of  a  sort  of  sc<;taries  perhaps  never  i^eacd  of  ia 

the 
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ia  Oxfeffdalrare ;  and,  by.  Ihe  tuffirage  of  th6  iBbabHanls  of  that 
pbcej  rapplied  their  church  notil  1661,  when,  with  the  restora- 
ti«o  of  national  good  order,  he  reaaraed  Ihe  fimctiona  of  his  ▼!• 
ctfige.  Many  instaneea  of  marriage  by  the  lay  power  occur  from 
1654  to  16d7.  The  following  entriea  exhibit  the  mode  of  so<- 
Idaaiaiiig.  these  oontncto : 
/  •■ 

"  Publications,  1656. 
*'  Oma.  Oxon. 

"  Pobltcatiou  was  made  of  a  marriage  agreed  upon  be-^ 
tween  William  Hinde,  of  Wallingford^  in  the  county  of 
Berks,  and  Elizabeth  Clarke,  of  Crowmarsh,  in  the  pa- 
rish of  Newnham,  in  the  county  of  Oxford,  in  the  publio 
market-place  in*  Watlington,  in  the  county  i>f  Oxford,  three 
seTeml  market-days,  Tiz.  the  17th,  24th,  and  31st  days  of 
Janoary,  16d6^  and  no  exception  was  made  against  the 
aam^  intended  marriage/' 

"  Memorandum. 

"  Coun.  Oxon. 

''  That  a  marriage  was  solemnized  on  the  two  and 
twentieth  day  of  December,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  God 
one  thousand  six  hundred  fifty  and  six,  at  Watlington, 


tbt  world  before  ;  whicb,  if  so.  is  at  strange  at  the  thing  itiejf,  for  one  would 
liave  tboogbc  Uiere  could  have  been  nothing  to  ab5urd  in  religion  but  what 
m9U  needs  have  been  embraced  alreadjr.  Thete  by  (be  rett  of  the  people 
are  called  Anointtrt,  troni  the  ceremony  which  they  use  of  anointing  all 
persons  before  tJiey  admit  them  into  their  church,  f^r  which  they  alledge  the 
ytrset  of  Si,  Jaaiet,  «  b  there  any  sic4lc  aeMM^  you  (which,  it  teems,  they  ac- 
coontall  people  t^  be  bat  tbemtelTes,;  let  him  eaUftnr  the  etders  of  the  churchg. 
end  Ut  them  pray  otr  him,  anointing  l&im  wth  oil,  in  ihe  name  of  the  Lotdf  and 
<A#  prmfcr  offsUk  thuU  teee  ihe  tie*,  end  the  Lard  ehaU  raiee  him  up,  end  if 
he  frave  cwmittted  amt  thep  shuU  he  forgiven  him.* — Which  el^rt  among  then 
■re  pome  poor  tfedetmeii  of  the  town,  and  tbe  oil  tbey  use  that  commonly  told 
h  ilm  tkopt,  witk  wMc4)  tbe  protolyte  being  smeared  over,  and  fired  with 
yeaf,  bo  prcwBtly  >«cooica  a  new  light  of  this  chvrcfa."— Nat.  Hit.  p.  904. 


m  the  Mid  c#uiiiy«  Mwcett  Awtnf^im  ;Ti  wwt  ud  Blh. 
Ccrny,  boUi  of  Rotfaeriklii  Gmy«  in  Ibe  Md  WHity,  bf 
Ivko  Ovy,  Esq.  one  of  tfct  jfMtise^  #f  th«4>iMe  f»r  Ike 
nid  MiAly,*  those  bcHug  f  fiiM»i  Bttbcii  fhiBm,  JMa 
libiise,  «nd  Marti*  U^um.  In  tolimoqy  KhveoT  Hr « 
said  John  Ovy  hath  set  his  hand  fkii  dfl^  «ii  y«tr  afaft* 
said* 

-  John  Oty.- 

In  the  year  1675^  EWanor,  the  vife  of  Uearf  DeTon»  ef 
Watlington,  produced  four  children  at  a  bir4b» «  circiuBStaBce 
supposed  by  her  credalous  neighbours  to  progmosticate  a  reneml 
of  civil  war,  and  ifesh  ^iU  of  pestilence.  The  chiMreo  soon 
died;  and  Dr.  Plot,  who  uotices  the  ciroamstAnoe  at  some  lengthy 
very  gravely  reminds  Us  leader  that  (thanks  be  to  God !)  nei- 
ther healthy  peace,  nor  fleoiy^  was  affected  b^  the JUiaaual  leca»> 
dity  of  their  parent. 

There  are  several  institutions  in  this  little  town  whkheriBfla 
the  active  good  sense  of  the  inhabttaats. 

In  the  year  1800  a  Sunday-school  was  established  i»  tnirtfwiTl- 
ing  the  children  of  the  poor.  The  master  and  mistress  are  chosen 
with  scrupulous  care ;  and  the  whole  is  snperintended  by  the 
clergyman  of  the  parish. f 

A  Benefit  Society  was  instituted  aaiong  the  labonring  poor 
and  inferior  tradesmen,  nearly  sixty  years  back  ;  and  this  Clab 
liasibaeR  lately  maoh  skrangtbened  fay  the  addftlioa  of  abanl  tiw?aty 
honorary  members.  Its  leading  objects  are  a  •weekly  alkrwaMe  to 
the  sick  and  the  aged  bendit  members,  and  a  legacy  to  tiseir 
vidowB  on  their  decease.    Besides  monthly   meetings  among 


*  This  Jolin  Oty  appears  to  have  besn  a  felluon^r  at  Watliagtoo. 

t  In  the  neigboutluMid  an  seveml  Us^Ue  itlpkktkmtan  of  the  smm 
Wktcription.  The  cbitf  of  tbate  aM«t  at  WatUagUw  «m  Ike  moaui^  of  Wlut- 
9*«atday,  aad  paocead  la etaitdi.  After  hoaiinaia  wiilahkt  ■■■■■>»  Hw-elnl- 
Hlren  rctam  to  proaeatiaii  to  their-  tstpaoMvefsriikeiy  ^keaaeaksa  and  sAo  aaa 
difltfiboted,  a»rewaniA4te  •pait«  of  ukontifrat  eo  liilan».faod  saadock  > 
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t  if  die  iiiemberB^  a  gttvcfA  weetiiig  tak^  ^ftttft^on  Ibe  Wfaii- 
Ifodhy  Iff  ereff  year^  Idren  Ix)!)!  the  honorary  and  benefit  nem^ 
kn,  aooompiakiedhy  a  band  of  mosic^  >f aVc  in  prooes6ion  to  tha 
dnreh.  After  an  appropriate  sermon  they  Tetom  in  the  aama 
regular  manner  to  the  club-room,  irhere  they  dine  together,  and 
lafit  Hre  yeat't  aoeonnts.  P^haps  no  money,  on  a  Innited 
"tetk,  ITBS  ever  more  judicioosly  emptoyed  in  tharity  than  that 
tesloired  by  tite  honorary  memben  on  this  occasion ;  nor  lean  thm 
thief  infai&ilantB  y>f  a  towa  erer  ap{>ear  to  more,  advantage  Umft 
tbeae  genttemen  irhile  ira&ing  at  the  head  of  a  long  proceasioii 
of  iDdustrions  lahonrers,  vrfaom  Ihey  are  assisting  'wtfh  'connad, 
patronage,  JOkd  pecnniary  contribution. 

The  eccentric  last  will  and  testctment  of  a  puUican  merite  no- 
tice :^Robert  Parslow,  an  inn-keeper  iat  Watlington,  in  the  se- 
teritoei^  centory,  bequeathed  ^001.  to  be  laid  ont  in  land,  and 
the  reift  aj)pned  to  the  following  purposes  :-^n  the  amiual  recur- 
mice  of  the  day  of  his  funersa,  (the  I9th  of  November,)  tOBt 
liiiiflmgsto  tlie  ckrgyman  for  preaching  a  sermon  ;  ten  shillings 
to  the  d«rk  Tor  tolling  the  great  Ml  from  nine  o'clock  in  the 
momtog  tin  sunset,  sermon  time  excepted ;  and  the  remainder  to 
lie  exp^ded  in  the  purchase  of  coats  and  gowns  for  poor  persons 
ctf  the  toiwn,  %ho  are  to  attend  Divine  service  in  their  new  gar- 
ments.   Hiesc  injunctions  liave  met  with  scrupulous  attention; 
and,  iirom  tlie  improved  rent  of  the  land,  aboiA  thirty  persons  will 
be  ikfinA^A  with  a  comfortable  artiole  of  dress  on  the  ensuing 
uuTiversary.    Acc6rding  to  a  tradition  among  the  towns-people, 
a  military  *chest  of  some  value  had  been  left  at  this  inn-keeper's 
house  {luring  the  civil  war;  and,  in  the  confusion  of  the  tnnes,  it 
remaSneA  imclaimed.    t*he  sum  dedicated  to  religions  and  cha- 
fUlMe  ittes  they,  tlierdbre,  consider  a  sort  <ff  expitftory  ofierrng 
fct 'freedoms  taken  with  property  to  which  he  possessed  no  legiti- 
mate right. 

The  Wealeyan  iMfethodists  and  the  Baptists  have  each  a  plaee 
•f  worship  in  the  town ;  but  the  number  of  these  societies  is  com- 
puatively  snail.    The  Methodists  were  established  here  daring 

tht 
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the  life  i»f  John  Wesley,  irbo  occMionally  preaobed  in  tlie  opes 
street  A  salwtaiitial  meetiiig-hoose  haf  lately  beeu  jerected,  bat 
not  nore  tbao  thirty  peraons  are  in  the  habit  of  attending  it  The 
Baptists  are  scarcely  so  numerous ;  and  their  meetings  are  heU 
in  a  very  humble  building. 

According  to  the  abstract  of  population  returned  to  Parliaaeat 
in  1801,  the  number  of  inhabitants  was  then  1276.  The  retan 
of  1811  makes  the  total  number  1150.  The  houscA  for  the  re- 
ception of  this  decreasing  population  are  in  number  237.  The 
poor  are  numerous ;  and  the  rates  levied  for  their  assistance  aver- 
age  at  from  eight  to  nine  shillings  in  the  pound. 

On  Britwell-HiU,  about  two  furlongs  east  of  the  Ikeueild- 
street,  some  remains  of  trenches  shew  the  site  of  an  ancient  en- 
campment 

Not  more  than  half  a  mile  distant  from  Watlington  is  one  of 
the  most  complete  agricultural  establishments  to  be  found  in  the 
county.    The  whole  of  the  very  extensive  farm*yard  is  encom- 
passed by  buildings  covered  with  slate,  and  presents  to  the  re- 
mote beholder  the  mimic  spectacle  of  a  new  and  comely  vilhige. 
This  noble  range  of  buildings  was  erected  by  William  Hayvvd, 
Esq,  and  was  completed  under  his  immediate  inspection,  in  the 
small  term  of  oue  year.     The  guiding  principle  appears  to  have 
been  eminently  correct.     To  produce  utility  on  the  simplest  and 
most  scientific  plan  has  been  the  primary  object;  and,  where  or- 
nament is  employed,  it  springs  from  a  combination  of  cireunh 
stances  tending  to  advance  the  interests  of  rural  economy.    Tak- 
ing Nature  for  his  preceptress,  Mr.  Hayward  has  invariably  en- 
deavoured to  produce  the  needful  efiect  with  the  least  possible 
effort  or  expense ;  and  has  contrived  to  render  one  channel  con- 
ducive to  various  salutary  purposes.    An  establishment  like  this 
must  necessarily  be  a  pleasing  feature  in  topographical  delinea- 
tion.   The  decorated  agricultural  villas  of  the  lordly  mock  the 
husbandman's  eye  with  a  parade  of  domestic  conveniences  for 
oxen,  pigs,  and  poultry,  which,  though  they  may  appear  envi- 
ably commodious,  are  formed  on  a  system  too  costly  for  imi- 

t  tation. 
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UHon.  Here  nothing  difficolt  of  allaininent  it  presented  te  no- 
tice, ami  the  whole  is  the  resnlt  of  tetive  ingoBBttj,  riling  enpt* 
rior  to  the  shackles  of  prejadice.  This  very  praise-worUiy  in« 
ttMKse  of  the  benefits  to  be  derived  from  the  nnion  of  scienee 
with  the  chaste  simplicity  of  agricoltural  paranits  has  been  fa* 
fosrcd  with  notice  by  the  pleasing  pen  of  Miss  M itford,  who,  ia 
t  poem,  intituled  **  Watlington-Hill/'  thns  allndes  to  the  agree* 
able  spot: — 

Twere  hnrd  to  liri^  tby  virying  eham. 
Thou  coctftg«,  ia«mioo>  viUage^  firm, 

Tliott  bcAotifnl  epitome 
Of  all  that  uMfol  is  sad  rare ; 
y^here  Comfort  slt$  with  mlling  air. 

And  laoghing  Hospitalttjr ; 
Twvre  hard  to  liog— and  harder  still 
The  dearer  cbanu  Chose  halls  that  iiiL 

The  snrronnding  country  is  celebrated  for  coorsing ;  and  many 
bate  been  the  triompha  of  greyhounds,  (whose  pedigree  standi 
•crapulonaly  recorded,)  on  the  downs  once  trodden  by  Roman 
kgieiw,  with  trains  of  tributary  Britons  in  attendance,  who 
grew  proud  of  slavery  while  they  found  that  a  knowledge  of 
those  generous  arts  which  bestow  dignity  [on  existence,  was  im- 
parted as  a  recompence  for  subjection.  On  the  hill  contignoos 
to  Mr.  Hay  ward's  residence  an  obelisk  was  shaped,  about  fifty 
years  back,  at  the  expense  of  Edward  Home,  Esq.  by  incisions 
io  the  turf.  This,  from  the  chalky  nature  of  the  soil,  is  a  con- 
spicuous object  for  many  miles  aronnd. 

PiETOH,  which  gives  a  name  to  the  handled,  is  an  inponaider* 
aUe  village  about  a  mile  distant  from  Watlington.  -When  the 
property  of  the  ooaquered  opposers  of  the  Nprmans  was  distri- 
cted, Ptrton  fPeritone  in  Domesday)  was  bestowed  on  Hugh 
de  Abrincia,  sumamed  Lupus,  nephew  to  the  Conqueror,  who 
VIM  so  much  esteemed  for  brarery,  that  he  had  the  earldom  of 

Chaste 
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Cbeftler  gij&k  kini  Vo  hold  at  free  Vy  the  swoid  as  Utekin^r  heU 
Bi^nd  by  the  cvowft.  ''  It  ifas  worthy  in  Kiog  Edvtrd^  tiii^ 
•txteen  poiHids ;  when  received  twenty-five  poands ;  now  Ihirty 
poands."*  By  a  valaatien  which  tcok  place  in  the  year  1496^ 
the  iBaiior.ia  laid  to  be  worth  161.  Ida.  4d.  ^  mccii  Ueoeifer 
tmnaHv.  The  manorial  rights  now  belong  to  the  Dean  aad 
Chapter  of  Windaor.  In  this  pariah  was  bora  H.  Reae,  M.  A. 
author  of  a  Philosophical  Essay  for  the  Re-nnion  of  LangiM^[ei» 
printed  at  Oxford  in  1674,  and  re-printed  in  the  following 
year. 

Near  Pirton  is  Shirbourn  Castle,  the  seat  of  the  Earl  of 
Macclesfield.  A  castellated  edifice  was  first  raised  on  this  spot 
in  the  fourteenth  century.  Sir  Wariuer  de  L'Isle,  banneret,  ob- 
tained permission  to  bnild  a  castle,  in  the  51  st  of  Edward  III.  st 
Shirbourn,  where  his  ancestor,  Wariner  de  Ulsle,  in  the  10th 
of  the  same  king,  had  a  charter  of  free  warren,  and  leaTc  to  en- 
close one  hundred  acres  of  woodland  for  a  park.  "  Shirbame," 
writes  Leland,  "  within  a  mile  of  Wathelington  chnrch,  where  is  a 
atrong  pile,  or  castelet,  longid  to  Quatremains,  since  to  Fowler, 
and,  by  exchange,  now  to  Chaumbrelein,  of  Oxfordshire.'**  The 
caatle  and  manor  were  purohased  at  the  beginning  of  the  eigh- 
teenth century  by  Thomas,  Earl  of  Macclesfield. 

The  building  is  nearly  in  the  form  of  a  parallelogram,  and  it 
tncompaaaed  by  a  broad  and  deep  moatf  The  approaches  an 
ever  three  drawbridges ;  the  chief  entrance  is  guarded  by  a 
pofteuUis.  At  each  angle  of  the  edifice  is  a  circular  tower.  Fist 
ranges  of  stone  building  occupy  the  intervals ;  and  along  the 
whole  top  is  an  embattled  parapet 

The  interior  is  disposed  in  a  style  of  modem  elegance  and 
•omfort  that  contains  no  allusion  to  the  external  castellated  chs- 
meter  of  the  structure,  with  an  exception  of  one  long  room  fitted 

•  Transr  Domesday,  p.  S7.  * 

f  In  Votome  XLIX  of  the  Pbitosophical  Transactions  is  an  scoowt  of  * 
donsidemble  agitation  of  the  water  at  Shirbonm  Caiile,  Nor.  1,  X7S5* 
7 
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wfUU  amoHijr*    Om  flie  site  oC  tJiis  apirtaiait  m  bibg  var 

riMt  fMOM  of  n»il»  togelb«r  wiUi  shields,  iiUing-spean,  aal 

offenive  aran  of  »  voilera  as  veil  as  aneieal;  data.    In  a  dae 

sitoatioB  is  placed  the  cbair  of  baronial  dignity.    Tlie  rooois  ais 

is  geaeral  well  proportioned,  but  not  of  very  large  dimeosimis. 

Tbeis  sie  Ivo  capatiaas  libraries,  well  farnisbed  with  books,  and  I 

taiAefttily  adorned  wilb  paintings  and  scniptore.    Among  the  poiw 

tiaits  $gh  sevtfal  of  the  Lord  Chancellor  Macelcsfisid,  and  att 

srifiad  of  Catharine  Pair,  Qaeen  to  Henry  Vlli.    €4ie  is  la^ 

pnaested  aUadtng  behind  a  highly  embellished  Tacant  ahair^ 

vitk  hsr  hand  on  tba  back.    Her  dreas  is  black,  richly  arna* 

meated  with  precious  stones.     The  fingers  are  loaded  with  rings  | 

and  in  one  hand  is  a  handkerchief,  edged  with  deep  lace.     In* 

aerted  in  the  lower  part  of  the  frame,  and  carefully  covered  with 

glass,   is  an  interesting  appendage  to  this  portrait— a  piece  of 

bair  cot  from  the  head  of  Catharine  Parr,  in  the  year  1799, 

when  her  coffin  was  opened  at  Sndley  Castle.      The  hair  ia 

aabarn,  and  matches  exactly  with  that  described  in  the  pic* 

tsie.  I 

Within  the  castle  are  constructed  both  warn  and  cold  batbn;  »  ^  j 

kiaiy  which  loo  lardUy  creeps  on  the  notice  of  this  country,  bat  I 

which  is  one  -d  the  most  deairable  ia  which  rank  aad.sAu^ao  I 

saainduIgCL  I 

The  park  contains  aboct  sixty  acres,  bat  is  too  flat  to  afiasd  | 

imcii  ioteraai.  The  flower-garden  is  arranged  in  an  agreeable 
Sid  chaste  style.  A  very  esitensive  conservatory  bas  lafcely 
been  built  from  stone  and  cast  iron ;  and,  on  a  ceticed  spot,  is  a 
fsvilion  for  the  reception  of  flowers  in  the  more  genial  aafanar 
BMaths. 

Many  circttmstanccs  may  render  it  impracticable  for  the  poo*> 
aessor  of  a  splendid  anunioa  to  bestow  an  air  of  decent  coaafort  on 
all  the  viUage  tenemeBts  cbnttgooua  to  hia  residence ;  but  sack 
BQtoward  circamstances  are  ever  to  be  regretted ;  for,  aorely,  the  i 

best  approach  to  magnifiiBence  is  through  a  line  of  peasant-abodes  I 

conspicuous 


tiO  oXfoiumimK^ 

coBSpiciiowi  tedoMCstieoMteeiB!  li^  vUhge  ^  Skktmn 
is  unfortanate  in  eontaining  ratny  huts  of  the  SMist  wmIoM  4e* 
scriptioB.  which  act  as  offiiQsivc  foils  to  the  naadve  sptesdmir  of 
tiM  Beighbouring  castle. 

Sbirboubn  Lodge  is  situated  on  one  of  the  boldest  aoeKritiei 
of  the  Chikern  range.  A  thick  nMntle  of  beech  eOfclspw  tbe 
surrounding  heights ;  and  the  whole  situation  appears^  from  tbe 
low-lands,  to  resemble  in  majestic  gloom  th.e  domain  of  the  as- 
oient  feudal  lord.  This  sequestered  mansion  was  long  tbe  frfsrite 
abode  of  the  late  Dowager  Lady  Macclesfield^  who  residsd  bm 
in  aU  the  dignified  simplicity  attributed  to  the  noble  dsoMS  of 


"  Still  sliird  the  nimble  Aeef  to  pTy 

With  quick  iiffentive  induttrj  ; 

Still  skiird  to  ftuan  the  mond  rhjme, 

Or  point  with  Gospel  truths  the  Uy  sublime.*'* 

Near  WflEATFietD,  the  pleasant  residence  of  Lord  C.  Bfenmr, 
h  n  tumulus^  with  some  remains  of  an  intr^nchment  on  tbe  sootb- 
east,  termed  Adweil  Cop,  which,  as  it  is  not  near  any  Rsaui 
«oad»  Dr.  Plot  supposes  to  have  been  constructed  eitfier  by  tbe 
Britons  or  the  Danes ;  and  he  is  inclined  to  think  it  a  idic  of 
dw  latter  people,  and  to  have  been  made  about  the  ybtr  l<MO, 
*'  when  the  Dskies,  as  Simeon  of  Durham  testifies,  came  fertb  of 
their  ships,  in  the  month  of  January ;  and,  passmg  tbrough  tbe 
Chiltem  Woods,  entered  Oxford,  and  burnt  that  city,  ereetiag;, 
perhaps,  this  fortified  bairow  in  the  way,  where  it  is  Kkdj 
they  might  meet  with  some  opposition,  and  lose  a  priacipal  df- 
tain." 

In  the  neighbourhood  of  Stoke  Tajlmagb  are  the  ranaiaiof 
Standoiph  Chapel,  a  building  which  has  bosn  lor  sevend  cents- 

•  Poem  called  WaUiostonliill,  &c. 

rics 


OXfOKAftMlE&A  'flill 

fin  4mM1  Crop  ^  or«iB|dfiirpf^|UMli||^^ 

V^v^iNfm^H  P^W#  tte  9Ml  9f  ^ofaB  Henry  Tiboii,  Gn*  fi 
JMMit  $lwi%  wp  vil^  U|d  ja  i^^ftM  the  Mn^^eiit  froni  tl^  p^jq^ 
^  Wfrtiiftyin     ^  the  |^o  of  Qbarlea  I.  this  de^iefme  w^s 

fNklorliieVto^gr  fipMly.  Pf  their  desffeadul ^ beiii^K^^ 
hfli  p«eh«fi^  hjf  th#  pr^HHit  ptcofvieUir.  'V|i^  Jhe^M  l|i|t ^. 
jy«cliiUe  bridL  iedjiifie^  op  a  lyfty  fkite.  The  pw)L  fiwfw^  tfnyt 
hWiM  .a<¥W.  i»iid  hae  ^y^ry  yiui«^  of  feeftive  vh^ch  the  C)^' 
yn  JmqvfJitiea  can  beilair.  The  JBne  n^tiifal  v^ode  coptfiiii 
.MM  ef  the  lflcg?«t  beech  io.  the  .i^oaaiy  ;  luid  new  pinBi|ot^» 
if  lirieiiB  gm^  Mm^t  oenet  ja  deqoi;aijg)g  thp  hone  ^ie^F^ 
if  th^  eateqeice  fp^ppevtgr*  Ffo^  difierei«t  jK>inte  cf  thie  ^p* 
kiid  and  diversified  domain  aie  prjMpooU  es^lveyieljr  jactiiMMSii^^ 
aal  jeeehiv  ifrio  ywrlp  :ef  ^e  i»ap|ife  ^  Wacyviek  |^^  €fh>a- 


PeoHiitig  the  tndk  tofrarde  .Hei^ey,  the  jie^ly  imgawal^e 
nriftais  of  Ahe  ioad»  4ii4  tl»e  efiUJt^  gr^^^iir  pf  all  ,%roai^, 
mnad  iho  epweitiier  of  |he  early  ^M^riods  9^  aatioqal  Jefeo^. 
!I|e  thMUySBHtted  .heeqh  yrhich  wrap  the  hig^h  ^U^.iii  epati- 
Boal  shade,  with  little  iatervala  of  jiade  eoipleyed  ehieiS^  jn 
deiMlmip^  ^mw»  H  Uvipg  pictare  of  the  eoaotry  ^h^a  the 
edgival  jkilona/itolo  fteia  tli«se  vory<p<«qa9ta  te  ioa^h  i^  glan^ 
4l  wiadfr  at  haade  nf  t^vmm,  f^tmng  Hm  iN^w^  9m^ 
flm  .the.oeichbffociiig  J^towtwrjaa  way. 

Ja  Ae  ideepept  eariiiaioa  «kf  thia  woody  dislriet^  .^od  |die|f^t 
ikat  Sm  iulea  fwa  WMliqgtaa,  ia  the  wwU  ^sge  of  f  poo- 
WbU  The  4mnk,  ;adeeeat  nn^  bjinidipg,  with  whi^te-w^fM 
v«ik,  jp  aei«ed  oa  da  afc^viVy.  IM  eingle  h^ll  wii$>  seTa^iMaes 
Mct  hnag  hy  the  viUafeii  m  a  y w4ree  ataiidvig  ia  the  «h|ir«h- 
lioL  SneriiiUwaa4»rpeilyheUhytheAiaUycrf  PpUy,  yiplll- 
iBf  la  the  king  yaady  a.fadkle-plolhjifAbBBajihfllioti  |iri<^i  pr 
thrasahilUncavte  att  aarriea. 

Viit.  XV.  Y  SxQWoa. 


Ston OIL  lot  hwiQBORie  nifliishm  bo  tMbto  is  tbntB  mMenMi 
by  Lelaod : — "  SUmor  in  a  three  mile  out  of  Henley.    Tber  is  a 

*  iayre  parke^  and  a  irarreh  of  conies^  and  ilayre  wood.  The  man* 
slon  place  standyth  clymmg  on  aHiin,  and  hatli  two  oovrlei 
baildyd  with  tymbre^  brike,  and  6ynte.    Sir  WHiiam  Stonsr, 

'now  pocessor  ofit,  hath  auj^mented  and  strengthened  the  boose. 
'The  Stonenr  bathe  longe  had  it  in  possession.  Synee  one  For« 
tescne  invaded  it  by  marriage  of  an  heire-general  of  the  Stsnsw, 
"but  after  dispocessyd.''  Stonor  is  about /btrr  miles  distant  frssi 
'  Henley.    The  house  now  tonsists  of  a  handsome  front,  oompoaed 

*  of  brick,  with  two  projecting  wings.  Adjoining  ts  a  chapel, 
•^e  psrk  is  rendered  finely  various  by  some  of  the  most  graeeM 

undulations  to  be  seen  in  the  Cbiltem  dis^ct ;  and  plantsftioss 

*  of  fir  assist  the  native  beech  in  imparting  relief  andJ>eaiity.  '  The 
'  grounds  are  well  stocked  with  deer. 

Stonor  gave  name  to  the  ancient  family,  whose  descendsvt, 
Thomas  Stonor,  Esq.  still  possesses  the  estate.    Of  this  faouly 

'  were  Sir  John  Stonor,  chief  justice  of  the  Common  Pleas  in  the 
reign  of  Edward  III. ;  and  Sir  Francis  Stonor,  wlio,  in  the  early 
part  of  the  seventeenth  century,  boilt  at  Upper  Assendoa  sa 
tdms-house  for  ten  poor  people,  and  endowed  it  with  a  rsat 
charge  of  sixty  •one  pounds  pew  annum. 

At  AssENDON,  near  Stonor,  is  a  land  spring,  mentioDed  hy 
several  writers  as  the  most  eminent  of  its  kind  in  Engkad.  The 
water  only  appeals  after  a  continuanee  of  wet  weather,  hot  thea 
issues  forth  in  such  abundance  that  miUs  might  be  titmed  by  the 

'  current^  and  the  adjacent 'lowlands  are  ptae^  in  a  stale  of  inan- 
dation.  A  memorable  instanoe  of  this  kind  is  said  to  have  oc- 
curred in  the  year  1674,  when  the  waters  flowed  with  so  sMch 
violence,  ''  that,  had  not  the  town  of  Henley  made  some  diver- 
sion for  them,  their /aife  miie  (a  level  stretch  of  road  on  the 

'  Oxford  side  6f  Henley)  mast  have  bees  drowned  for  a  coniider- 

able  time.!'    This  sprisghas  been  sopposed  by  some  to  ad  on 

the  principle  of  a  natural  syphon,  and  to  be  sopplied  from  sab- 

•    -^  '  terraneaa 


OXPOEB«HU£. 


aaa 


knbf-  lAer  local  vet  seuons^  clearly,  prove  ike  snppoailioii  to 
be  fomided  ou  enror. 

la  Jifriges.  near  WatliagtoiL  i»  femid  iombucw  nigra,  (f9n^. 
d4i«y.^fMi|qM>neMer,mtbaivhite berry.  ^ 


BINFIELD  HUNDRED 

b  battnded  on  tlie  seath  and  east  by  the  River  Thames,  irhieh 
Iftms  in  those  direetions  a  liae  of  Beparation  between  the  coiin- 
tUteierOxfiyrd  and  Berks.  The  whole  is  in  the  Chiltern  district^ 
|ji|  li  in  general  character  more  hilly  than  any  other  part  of  the 
0Msfm  Many  of  the  elevations  are  richly  clothed  with  beech. 
lM  iMwia  of  the  hills  is  osually  chalk,  with  a  snrfiuse  of  loam,  to 
A^s. '  But,  where  the  hills  recede,  the  soil  is  often  a 
[saad^  loam,  higlily  amenable  to  agricultural  purposes.  The 
'  of  money  raised  for  the  poor,  in  ihe  year  ending  £aster 
;  Q359L  19s.  6|d.  making  an  average  of  ds.  2^  in  the 

iHEbdred  contains  one  market-town,  Henley  on  Thames, 

hes  of  Bix^  Canersham,  Eye  and  Ihmsden,  Harps-- 

Bolney ;  RothtrJUld  Grays,  BotkerJUUL  Peppari, 


HEKUSYtON-THAMBS. 

acytfient  to  this  town;  wJhieii  CSurfott  calk  the 

1  of  Henley,"  are  supposed  to  have  been  inhabited  by 

who  submitted,  or  rather  revolted,  to  Cnaar.    Dr. 

tfiat  Henley  is  the  most  ancient  town  in  the 

\  the  name  is  eompoanded  of  the  British  Hen,  old,  and 

t^  a  place  ;  and  he  conjectures  that  it  might  have  been  the  ca« 

p&lidiif  tlie  Aacalites.    With  less  appearanse  of  ooireotMss  Dr» 

.  Y3  Gila 


M4  4NtMAMifIU» 


Gdbm3im  it  tfcc  ctHeffc  aiwbatdiidf  Aritonhiw.  9fmMttgB 
^  *•  4rile  <«r  EKKiMfc  it  Ui  shem  ^Mft  the  lovB  ti«8  «Ne  eriie< 
HanlegaDg,  mnd  HasBeburg. 

■Ileiiltff  U  a  ^bmm  and  elieeifol  4o«ii,  ailoaled  iwar  die  ^fease 
of  a  duster  of  hilb,  in  one  of  the  motfl  agreeable  ivMiiig»  of  tiw 
RWer  Thames.  The  buildiogii  in  the  prineipal  street  are  hand- 
some and  capaeioos,  though  far  from  regnlar.*  The  more  an* 
dent  tenements,  in  the  several  minor  avenues  which  diverge  from 
t)ie  great  thenpough&re,  are  mean  and  incommodioos ;  bat  the 
beauty  of  the  situation  has  induced  many  private  fiuniliea  to 
construct  omamental  bouses  ;  and  the  prosperity  of  the  town  is 
evinced  by  the  imj>rovements  proigressivety  taking  place  ia  the 
liabitatioBS  of  traders  of  every  rank. 

Henley « ia  entered  from  the  London  road  over  a  handaome 
bridge  of  five  arches^  bnilt  of  Heediugton  atone,  and  finished  in 
178^.  The  key-stone  on  each  lace  of  the  centre  arch  is  adorned 
with  a  Bcniptured  n|a«|c,  from  the  elegant  dussel  of  the  Hon* 
Sirs.  Danier,  wlio  resided  for  some  4ime  in  the  aeighbonmg 
seat  termed  Park-place.  The  one  mask  symbolically  represents 
Tham<u. 

««'Aflbnsc1t  in  idiimiMattH^I'to  iIm  snowt, 
lUt  daHlr  tit«e«'llMtiof  ms  ifaa  ftowt.*' 

The  mask  on  the  reverse  key-stone  exhibits  Isis,  with  fish 
playing  in  the  wavy  honors  of  his  lower  iaee,  and  bolmshes  in- 
serted in  the  fillet  which  hidcb-Us^lomphB.  Che  views  from  the 
bridge  are  particnlarly  fine.  The  meanders  of  the  Thames  abound 
arllh.  yiatuMO^ins  ^gttwe,    te  Ae  Oafordihm  side^n  sidh  apmd 

er 

^  A  door-i(ay,  now  about  to  betaken  demo,  attached  to^hoMe^os-Hy 
north  $\4€  of  the  Higb>itrftt,  claimi  notice.  This  is  evidootjly  StxoBu  nr 
ctfly  Nonoani^  end  b  composed  of  man j  reoediag  mould iogi,  nidcijr  caired. 
UMiwie  aec  any  mcntioo  of  a:retfgioiis  foundation  at  Henley;  bnt  probabtj 
tMffo  wMSBsm  -Inilmne  wUsh  ^vfSted  es  *•  vifll  to  S'  neiKfaUuflriBj  endowen 
Of  and  to  soch  a  ttraetars  this  4oor-wajr  might  form  the  entrance. 


^^ 


oKroRMByw. 


te  m  soft  aid  Uvtiytmge  «f  w«dly  httis.  Tki 
fiseftbtUly,  Ini%  9ot  wilk  «taifiln«Mk  to  a  loA 
i^!lia>;rf  riawrtioa  wluiak  nalare  and  tiri  kajia  aaitiid  lo  adoni. 
ttt  esrt^BBive  domain  of  the  Earl  of  Malmaburir  etigt^mm  lUa 
I  of  the  view ;  and  the  plantations  on  e?ery  swell  and  lall 
i  mte  disposed  in  aid  of  picturesque  eflbet 
doubts  whether  this  was  not  the  part  of  the  Thamea 
^.lAicii,  according  to  Dion,  the  Romans  passed,  nader  Anlm 
in  puTSttit  of  the  Britons  ;  but  Ward  shews  that  Dion 
( meant  to  deasrihe' "  the  ssacsby  parts  about  the  fens  in 
There  was  a  stone  bridge  across  the  Thamea  at  Henley 
It  mwarjenlypariod.  A  bridge  df  wiood  i«s«  tfem  coMilracted, 
ilkk  wia>nfld  lUl  the  dale  of  the  praieol  etfoefiQA. 
ri/na^lWohiir«baBdaonO«  Ihongb  irreyolar,  Gotliie  $tnicto4 
dihr  lie  oialentraaoo  df  the  Iowa.  Ilio  tower  is  tolty>  aad  qo» 
f&mi  of  tntegittngled  flintand  iton^  At  eacb  angle  it  a  taper 
ijinyiiinl  AoiM^  which  aarmotmto  the  battksMnts  of  tba  toiwur 
mm  mmmioM^  heigbt,  and  produces  miioh  Itghtaew  «f  tfoiitt 
fhe^hs^eii  ia  divided  by  two  rows  of  Gothic  aicheil^  viA  eansttfts 
of*  tmrm,  two  side  aisies^  and  a  apa^ioa*  ebanosl*  Tbt  baildiag 
isaa  fciiMi^sar  d  al  dafatnt.  timea ;  andtiie  pMNBtrnftk^lilfiap- 
to  baTO  formerly  constituted  the  body  of  tho  obisrdk  Oa 
tf  tho  eokanafloott  table  ars  iadttfitlaiia  of  tlw  orighwl 
^AWiUk  two  eanapied  niches,  in  one  of  vhisli  is,  t«ide«tfy» 
I  tut  the  enoharist 
^^lavtb  of  the  cbancel  is  a  large  facvdhig  bvrlal-pla^ 
;>.  •  Ya  bnilt 


I  ftnaia^  the  bonndaf y  be(  wem  Bneitt  aad  (koo  4ro<Met  the  Uwn 
t  Jhwley-Coort.    For  aa  ecconnt  of  tbit  teat,  «•  Bcwdef,  Iw. 
p.  071, 

'  rapposfd  that  this  fine  tow  Vat  ^uilt  under  tiw  p9* 
t  of  Aidiaal  WcOicgr,  but  there  arenet  say  4oeim»otf  to  pappvrt  thp 


0»0ftD8HlU. 

MH  By,  tlie  Ikiiily  of  Blmes,  irho  formerly  renM  at  Bdiie)r« 
Cotart,  and  foneuM  much  property  in  the  county.  Tlie  ibU 
lowing  lines,  placed  over  the  remains  of  Mr.  Eknes  and  hit  hdy, 
nre  modi  indebted  to  the  fociUty  which  the  name  aibrds  te 
quaint  alfasion : 

Thb  £(nf«  w  jcazt  «nd  worth  well  growne, 
Dfth  ut  the  appointed  time  cut  downe. 
The  ivy  lades,  her  propp  ooce  gone ; 

Tbui  falloe,  both  lye  under  this  itone. 
'    Bat  lye,  afresh  to  spring*  grow,  spread, 
"When  every  tree  shall  rise  thatV  dead.  - 

In  the  chancel  ia  a  handsome  monament  to  the  meoMty  of 
lady  Elizabeth  Perian,  the  henefactress  to  Baliol  College,  Ou 
krd,  with  her  effigies  in  a  half  recombent  posture.  Her  hdyahip 
was  reKct  of  Sir  William  Periara,  lord  chief  baron  of  the  Exehe* 
qonr,  and  reaided  at  Greenland,  near  Henley.  In  a  window  oa 
the  east  are  some  small  painted  figures,  which  demand  nolioe 
only  (Mm  the  circumstance  of  having  a  piece  of  plain  glam  mb* 
•tituted  for  the  original  pictured  head.  The  fanatical  aoldien, 
in  the  civil  war  of  Chailes  I.  were  often  penuaded  to  be  eenteat! 
with  thus  deeapitatittg  th(B  "  abominable  emblems  of  idolaliy  sal 
auperstitioh/' 

Vhe  register  of  the  parish  commences  with  the  first  year  of 
Elisabeth.  During  Ibe  protectorate  of  Cromwell  it  was  kept  b 
a  manner  deplorably  slovenly  by  the  scribe  who  assumed  the 
oflbe.  of  <tfte  ejected  inftntnbentt  and,  on  the  Restefation,  the 
dMurchwardens  deemed  it  expedient  to  convene  a  meeting  of  the 
inhabitants,  in  order  to  obtain  their  testimony  respecting  the 
baptism  of  children,  and  such  other  particulan  as  were  neoei- 
aary  to  the  cwreeting  or  filling  up  of  the  register.  The  laxity  of 
ceremonials,  which  formed  so  large  a  share  of  the  perverse  pride 
of  the  fanatics,  leust  have  been  peculiarly  disgusting  to  the  inba- 
bitanto  of  Henley,  since  they  were  so  much  attsched  to  the  or* 

dinances 


•i  fish  days  solicited  and  granted  so  late  as  the  |iaie  of  Charles  L 
0^  pf  these  is  entered  in  the  foUo^ring  word^,  and  is.  perhaps, 
sesrij  the  last  dispensation  granted  for  a  (iinUar  purpose  m 
this  cpantry :-;-"  1634.  MeOKN^ndunii  that,  on  the  3d  of  Marci| 
a  Hceoce  was  granted  tq  Mr.  Thomas  ThimUetborpe  to  ^atQ 
flsfh  on  fish,  dayes^  daring  th^. time, of  hi^  weakness,  and  not 

In  the  Testry  are  deposited  many  of  tlie  valuable  books  col- 
fec}e^,  Iqr  'the  acconpliahed  and  urbane  Dean  Aldrich,  who  was 
DBctor  of  Henley,  and  died  in  1737.  These  prineipally  consist 
Qf  Gfeek  ^ad  Latin  classics,  works  in  Hebrew,  and  other  Oriental 
languages,  the  ancient  Fathers,  the  most  esteemed  biblical  critici^ 
and  Taricjijs  historical  publications.  The  whole  was  liberally 
bequeathed  by  Dean  Aldrich  as  the  foundation  of  a  parochial 
libriiy.  The  rules  by  which  be  wished  the  institution  to  be  go- 
verned are  iairly  copied  and  hung  in  the  vestry.  From  this 
transcript  it  appears  that  all  parishioners  of  Henley,  who  are 
liable  to  church  rates,  have  not  only  free  access  to  the  library^ 
bot  are  permitted  to  take  home  any  volume,  on  signing  a  pro- 
miie,  in  a  hook  kept  for  that  purpose,  to  restore  it  without  da- 
mage. We  unwillingly  observe  that  not  a  single  volume  has 
been  added  to  the  collection ;  and  the  books  appear  to  be  little 
in  request  with  the  persons  for  whose  use  they  were  intended^ 
Among  the  works  bequeathed  are  some  original  manuscripts  by 
the  Deao.  These  are  carefully  preserved  in  tlie  honse  of  the 
resident  clergyman. 

In  the  church-yard  is  interred  Richard  Jennings,  "  the  master- 
builder  of  St.  Paul's  Cathedral,''  who  had  quitted  all  pursuits  of 
btisiness  for  some  time  previous  to  his  decease,  and  resided  at 
Badgmoor,  near  Henley. 

The  Town-hall  stands  on  an  elevated  spot  in  the  High-street, 

and  is  a  neat  building,  completed  in  1796.     Beneath  the  hall  is 

a  commodious  piazza^  used  as  a  maiket-Lou^e,    In  a  retired  part 

'   *       Y4     *  of 


dS8  ffttoiAMtit, 

tfm  lermM  Idctepeiid^Atk. 

'  A  ftmR  Tb^aM  tito  bi^il  Mety  ert<M  ind  it  ii  toMfl^ 
ilUl  atC^ndea  fin*  ^  ilw#e^ki  in  A^  y^.  A  Ba«Ai  Sodkiy  bill 
4Im  te^  Hcently  eKtabligft^tf,  ntfdi  in  iopi^rted  by  M(bM)p* 
teotf.  Tkki  f iififftuf!6ir  meetd  nith  «r  li^teb  encounig^eiit,  lkt( 
iMdeB  ftrthiAing  tE6  iA6at  iMtMe  peridfliod  publteiti^^,  M 
Society  is  enabled  to  expend  neariy  1001.  per  ammm  in  iNili 
ht  a  more  dtftable  ihter est. ' 

Tht  iown  eoniains  two  ftee-Sc&obl  fonnditiotta.  Ti^  <M  «f 
tbMe  it  18  incfebted  to  Kin^  Jaofteft  I.  atfd  fot  the  dfh#r  tb  Iidl^ 
Elizabelh  ^eriam. '  Tbe  httt^  is  entirely  nniionnect^  irMi  Lid^ 
PcHam'a  benefitcilbn^  to  llaRol  Coli^g^j  ant  both  thea^Mdh 
kre  vioif  u'tiite^  under  ohe  maister,  #bo  il  A  gfndvnte  «f  tM  Viti*' 
VeniCydfOtfoM. 

Heire  iit  al«d  an  AlihA-Itoiise,  fotidded  Arid  endoilre4  b)r  J<M 
loigiand,  Bishop  of  Lincoln,  ib  grttttihl  r^m«^bhdi(Sb  of  Vkk 
jplace  wiiibh  atfdfddd  hiilt  birib.  ' 

'  Henley  jkMi  little  that  is  iDterestlhg:,  «tb€r  an  aK  kiito- 
tied  or  i  comm^rciM  point  of  tiew.  In  I64S,  the  Parllkrieotary 
troops  occupied  ixSeteni  positions  in  the  neigliKourbdoi ;  atf,  fa 
1644,  the  Earl  of  Essex  was  quartered  here^  vith  a  ooaiMeiw 
able  force  in  the  same  interest  1*he  ifihallitaAts  do  not  an^ 
to  lave  taken  any  active  part ;  ind  the  chief  object  of  VIk  hr« 
liaroentary  troops^  in  their  latter  visit,  was  the  rediidlion  of 
Greeiilaiid-hoose,  then  a  fortified  resident  of  the  IVO^ley  k- 
mily.  In  1646  the  town  was  gairisoned  by  Vke  Pariiam^ts* 
rian  army. 

In  the  annats  of  police  there  occurs  a  tnerancholy  instanee  of 
the  insufficiency  of  education  to  prescfrte  the  judginenl  and  the 
principles  from  the  lowest  state  of  perversion,  when  one  stmi^ 
passion  is  suffered  to  creep  over  the  heart  in  the  insidioai  gaiaesf 
a  social  virtue,  tn  tbe  year  1762»  Miss  Mary  Blaody  was  osik 
victed  of  the  murder  oT  her  ftifber !  the  foUoting  ib  to  MIM 
of  this  lamentable  case. 

Mr. 


Mn  «Mi*  mtedyy  H  MMM-  of  Mfetf  11M4  tM  IslrtMdttiL 

of  iiMd^,  Ml  M  f ttpmdefft  aft' t^  ttKe'  j^iM^  ur  «ii«MragiD|r 

«to  fvwaMt  lAttMi  flMt  b*  ihdiM  iMVtf  «l  Inii  4nA  a  Logt 

|i»p«^  to  If ary.  Us  oAly  Anghter.     MiM  Bkudyll  re^itt«lioit 

fir  IWtMe  inAieed  Capteiti  ^Mwtottrif,  A^rtMhiil^  oiBcer,  m4  i 

mmt  wlia  krfa  wiftf  lifing  f» SleolkiiMl,  to  MeiafI  a  <i«iHi«(^  of 

fa^*  ttkMam.    Hi*  iMv  weM  MMsmM,  Ihit  Ma  (tleftioikiaai^ 

Hi|^0  wM  Mtottvated  fey  tbt  IlKmily,  ukI  be  was  fbrbicldeii  tba 

baaae  hf  tbe  Mber.    Ittiafai^ed  by  |NMhob,  tU  oi»iect  df  bt* 

ynta^t  bdieved  €V«ry  ftlMbaod  ^iA  be  iiiviefited,  and  can- 

fianed.b^  eoaae&iaft  wilb  bim^  in  tontaiiipl  of  putMi  itttor* 

dttdioi.    Tbe  fortuae  to  be  bequeathed  ttai  Ibe  okje^SC  of  Ciaa«* 

touTt  ilto,  aaf  be  \nmmnti  ta  Hte  Bhady  iiaall  pmeketk  og 

inetfas  «UebabaaiMjaakler«4atfi4kMftBeiloberfclberia 

amtawghieL    Tbe  eiMa,  tboegb  MemciaUi^,  itere  jadgei  b]f 

CtaMHeii  lea  alaw,  atldbe  Adtbal  a  Ifergev  Am.    ThevieUai 

laik  il,  aad  died  ia  a  few  days. 

Br.  Addiagflaa  af  IMdfaig,  aad  atctiiei^  ettiaenl  pbysieiati, 
MMM  Ibe  sofllrer)  airi  oa  ttt  trial  they  eiearly  protedib^ 
ftH  tf  Ha  deiili  'by  ^Hkm.  Sefnaits  iuid  otber  safiitetait 
l^ihwms  abated,  wilb  eqaal  peiapieaMy,  tbal  Ibe  fktbl  drag  fto^ 
ceded  from  tbe  hand  of  his  danghter.  In  additkai  to  tbe  dyiag 
«li'a|M|$a  be  bad  tbe  distress  of  beiag  eonsdoas  that  be  re- 
sii«sd  Ma  desib  ftbtti  tbe  actlMi  of  bis  only  ehBd.  Dr.  AdAiigtoil 
aribed  bim^  vbik  sostaining  bis  throbbing  bead,  "  whom  be  sas>- 
ptctfid  16  be  tbe  person  that  had  admmtstered  the  fiital  prepaniP 
liiaP'  Urn  lapttsd  nitb  tsaia  in  bis  eyas^  tbaagkirith  a  Ibited 
ssitte,  **  A  for  imio^^kk  gwri!---Bm  If^rgioe  het/** 

The  pankide  va*  pat  to  the  bsr  in  tbe  Bit iaity  School  at 
Oifefd  (as  the  tovn-hall  iras  then  rebuilding.)  In  defence, 
Mim  ^Isndy  asserted  that  she  bad  believed  the  mixture,  which 
she  eonfcsaed  dbe  administered,  to  be  simply  Love  Powder, 
sad  had  tbaaght  tbat  she  was  only  working,  by  way  of  chsrm, 
sa  sljkeqiion  ia  bcr  father's  sentiments  concerning  Cranstoan»  It 

would 


930.  ^^VSltMllltM* 

woiddl.tof Imtng  t^.h«)Mve,  tliw  Btal^pntnty  ^diMC.T^WIlve 
any  thipg  th^t  Qff4d  free .  an  only  chiM's  ha«d  horn  the  iai||iU* 
tioA  of  inten^onal  murder;  but  it  miut  be  remarke4«  that  abe  wil« 
ne^fied  the  effect  of  the  powdeia,  stage  by  stage,  and  saw»  wilb  a 
remorseless  heart*  the  agony  which  they  inflicted.  She,  bov- 
ey^,  persisted  in  the  assertion  at  the  hour  of  de$th;  and  Uke- 
idse  in  a  paper  which  she  left  to  be  published  after  her  execatioiu 

In^the  periodical  publications  of  that  on  it  is  said  that  th^ 
inhabitants  of  Oxfordshire  will  long  retain  the  imprenion  of  ttii 
sad  event;  and  they  wei:e  right:  the  persona  who  shew  the  Dm* 
nity  School  to  strainers  still  tell  them,  "  that  this  i^  the  place  ia 
which.  Miss  Blandtf  was  tried/' 

Henley  has  no  staple  manuibctare.  Wl^^n  Camden  wiote,  tlit 
f'  inhaUtantB  lived  prini^pally  by  carrying  wood  to  Lo|id0i> 
boats,  and  bripging  ba^k-oocn/'  Plot  neotioDa/'  the inveatiqa 
of  making  glasses,  from  stones  and  some  other  materials*''  Av 
which  a  patent  was  obtained.  The  inhabitants  are  now  diMy 
^i^gaged  in  nuiltmg  for  the  London  market,  and  in  such  eon- 
in^cial. interchanges  with  adjacent  Tillages  as  are  eowa^pti 
avery  proviAcial  .town.  The  opnsiderable  number  of  iamily  lyai^ 
aions  in  the  neighbourhood  is  productive  of  rmnch  emolumeatW 
the  traders,. 

The  town  is  well  gaved  and  lighted,  and  its  local  beauties  Ur 
duce  many  persons  from  tlie  metropolis  to  visit  it»  in  th^  spoMaer 

months  *. 

Althougb 

•  The  Bed  lion  Imi  is  chiefly  tlMTStofft  of  slfMccHkd  to  viHtHcalqF^ 
its  repatation  for  local  beauty.  Thia  bouae  it  JmmeiUstrlj  oooicsiMUta  ihr 
Thames,  and  il  was  here  Chat  Shenitone  wrote,  with  a  diamond,  tl|e  ptotsiog 
little  poem  commenciog  thos  : 

To  thee,  fair  freedom !  I  retire. 

From  flatt'rj,  cards,  and  dice  and  dio. 

Kor  art  tlioa  foand  in  mansions  higher 
Than  the  low  cot,  or  bumble  inn. 

The  pane  on  which  he  wrote  this  testimonial  of  comfort  was /atclj  pre- 
%erved  io  a  window  which  overlooks  the  river ;  but  it  bat  now  disappcarrd. 
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'  AllKoiigli  fhia  plad'e  is  not  recorded  ail  k  Roman  garriMn;  iMin^' 
reltes  have  been  found  whtcb  seem  to  prore  that  the  Romans  4iaii 
habitations  here.  In  the  seventeenth  eentnry  three  urns  were  dug 
from  premises  in  the  market-place,  then  occupiod  by  a  Mr.  Pincb.' 
One,  also,  was  found  beneath  the  highway  at  the  north  end  of  the 
town. 

"  Henley,*^  observes  Camden, ''  had  formerly  the  Molhu§  fat 
if  a  lords,  from  whom,  by  IheHungerfords,  who  procured  tbeloWn 
a  grant  of  two  fairs  fixnn  Henry  TI.  it  came,  byioheritancev  to  the 
iDoatriouB  family  bf  Hastings^'  The  manorial  rights  ai*e  now 
Teated  in  the  Earl  of  Malmsbary.  • 

The  town  has  a  weekly  market,  and  is  governed  by  a  high 
ateward,  recorder,  mayor/  ten  aldermen,  and  sixteen  borgesses. 
The  existing  chiffter  of  incorporation  #a8  granted  In  173d,  at  the 
request  of  the  Earl  of  Macclesfield,  who  was  chosen  high  steward* 
The  returns  of  population  to  Parliament,  in  1811,  make  the  nnnbes 
ofinbaKtanfii  3,117,  and  of  houses  637. 

T^o  natives  of  this  place  demand  biograpbiAsl  notice ;— /olm 
Lmghnd,  Bishop  of  Lincoln,  andWilliaHi  Lentbal. 

Lon^;la»d  was  Confessor  to  Henry  YIII.  and  was  prsmoted  to 
M  8ee  of  Lincoln,  in  1(100.  He  was  one  of  the  moKt  popular 
pmchers  of  his  day,  but  is  deserving  of  cenaure  for  actively  pro- 
BMtmg  the  divorce  between  Henry  and  Queen  Catharine.  Uedisd 
in  the  year  1547.: 

William  Leathal,  a  prominent  character  in  the  civfl  oomnio* 
tiotts  of  the  seventeenth  century,  is  claimed  as  a  native  by  the 
tows  of  Henley,  thoogh  at  thii  tino  of  his  birth  his  fitther  le* 
sided  at  LwsMbrd,  Oxfordshire,  where  th^  family  had  long  been 
fettled.  The  only  author  who  mentions  the  locality  of  Len- 
that's  birth  is  Anthony  Wood ;  but  Wood  is  decided  in  his  ai- 
sertioii,  and  adds  that  he  was  born  in  a  house  near  the  church. 
Ho  wan  eilher  a  second  or  third  soo>  and  is  believed  to.  have 
received  the  early  part  of  his  edocation  at  Thaaae  school,  whence 
be  waa  lemoved  to  Alban  Hali^  Oxford.    Afier  a  reaidenee  of 

three 


<wt  3PHBI  »lOii(hrdi>»nwciiJ<ijl  toL»irfan,  »d<liJiadthikw 
it  1^  nrfmioa  villi  iaiMBl  «Hiidiii^.  1ft  1637,  Jb«  vm  bol 
Tf0tii9t  0f  lAmfdoit  bw  |  aa<t  m«i  alkar,  wis  adwiUtd  a  boichfiff 

^  Bib  Bwne  4ke»  aol  <iecv  in  pnblie  affiuiB  tiU  1^40,  in  mtiA 
year  he  was  retar&ed  burgess  fcr  Woodstock,  in  Ibe  short  Ite* 
tiMSttt  This  Pmiammt  sat  acsreely  6ve  weeka<^  J^  hf  eae 
if  Iheis  aecidsata  sa  essential  to  the  progress  of  hnms  fartaati 
l^nlbal  alUioeil  diitiactiftn  ia  it^  The  ttease  diviikd  oa  ths 
Inaf'a  fropoaitiofw  respeetiag^  a  subatitate  for  ship-money,  when 
Serjeaot  GlaafiUe,  the  speaker,  left  the  ehaify  and  Li^lhil  wst 
«alM  to  it  by  a  autfofitj. 

.  When  the  long  PMliaoMBt  net*  oa  the  third  of  N«re«hH^is 
the  sasM  year»  Ijealhal  wi^  diasaa  ifeakar,  in  flsaaeywiBaef 
tha  ioMEireaea  af  the  king  hiswdt  Bal  he  fosesaw  thai  thiAf 
fatWiag  eltfad  whieh  waa  abont.  ta  ^caUer  tmm  arsr  Ihi 
nation ;  aad«  according  to  Lafd  Claceadoo^  "  he  mprslMr  fi^ 
jrnSld  ^itb,  Ihaa  pewaaded,  to  a^^api  the  chaige*''  Kaver  wss 
the  exercisA  of  the  high  office  U^  which  he  waa  eeUed  sa%irt 
la  inah  Iriala  of  equaaiaiity.  Aiaaepcmdhesawthakiiwfatflr 
IhaHonae,  in  forea,  and  demand  the  was  of  his  chair;  and.  at  as* 
adier,  he  waa  impelled  by  the  faetiaas  violence  of  Pmlismaat  ts 
beosHM  an  instniment  ia  mavksnrea  ifjuch  appear,  in  Ihia  emtf 
stsge  of  civil  convalsion,  to  have  been  quite  coatary  to  hiapiia- 
aiples  and  feelinga. 

t  Bal  he  wanted  oonstiUitianal  finaness  af  tamper, .  m/i  wss 
warped  by  a.wieh  for  pessoaal  agyaadiaemewt>  Jn  1643^  tht 
Lmda  ami  Commeaa  prayed  the  king  to  make  l^mtlml  maslmef 

thi 

^  ScVeral  of  h'n  family  bad  attained  considerable  conteqaence  \n  tbe  pro- 
^hfii«r  eftbe  law. '  One  of  hit  ancestry,  Sir  Jolm  LenthiA,  was  nsrihai  of  tM 
IRa^rBeaoh^ aa  «4ms  a^ea  made  tha  ante dinkb  sMriUlea to  Ben  Jaafdo: 


".Wlien  a  aiaa  bm  ^at  sit 
Then  take  bim«  Sir  Jobn  Lentbal.' 
9 


9» 

Uig^  mUi.  No  aMwr.  iras  ntamBd,  vd  tbey  bea^oiwid  •» 
Ih^  pk0e'1»7  tiieir  am MliMriiy,  wUck  be  ivu  conlMited  l# 
kU  tiU  Ihe  SmtmAm.  b  1646  he  wee  Iik|iwi«&  aiipoiiaM  1^ 
lb  RuMuBOtevy  pMveM.otte  of  ike  fleiiisiinietu»i«  of  tbegvoil 
Mtl;  jsl.  Ml  .the  iMM  yeml  )lie,  at  the  hmi  of  880  jnemhei^ 
wM  MifiiMa,  ki  eeneegiucnGe  of  liiaA  ;fe»eml'$  nimieroQe 
Mid  Mivtred  n  gHtolelory  «poteh,  i»hioh  vae  after* 
priated  aBd.^nnfeUy*  ifneid  tkmgk  wr^  diotrUt  of  tiio 

MSiT,  ike  iigotty  of  Uotel'fl  eteir  was  vjolaled  ky  a  fearer 
\ tkan  tkaii^f 4ie  nhlakenaioaarcb, uka had oocd 
I  toiqaii  kia  teat.  Oa  a  pelitiim:fi3oai  tke  city  jBeflt> 
iiyia  i*ki-  yeir  aaik  aoM  appaailkia,  a  tamidttfoos  nhbtt 
wmk  ake  Bf^nkir,.  aad  ky  ioiiee  ikiaat  hiift  into  kia  ifliiair,  and 
koplknatkaaa  aalil  Ihakr  mitkm  we  eomplied nitk.  iLsntkab 
mmhi'hf  akaalfqiilyaeiakei»,;aftd  a«eQmpail^€l^hy  tkaniaafctt 
flfihail«M»  ofionk  Maavedtiiemactf^aadkaaftewrfloFkir^ 
la,  liter  al  Wiadeor^  iiko  jip|Riaed  diieipKa€id>deaMMttcy  jka.aii« 
,  jMd  reiaeUied  lhe.epek^i«.hi  titiimtlh.  0a  tkia 
t'liaaaftal«a(bA.t(Neek»  aaovi  after -prtatad  wiihilieddaa 
ef "  A  Speech  to  kia  Excellency,  Ok  T.  IskckuK,  after  tkeaeiay 
ki  pm^  i  lfce!eaiiik<esrffadhqMMt:t(kail  in  eefaty,'*  ' 

lillhil  rkad  kng  luiae  ekaoea  knr.pMly,  and  seems. ta  kata 
kceaeaoacdaiDtad  to  eaV-aateieat  in  eaek  aaceeeding  year$ 
kil  ha  *aMaV'  imgi^  artnepkeaNt  Uie  ^feelings  of  ihunaittty. 
Wkae^lbe  llawe  4titided,  •?ita.«,  oa  ike  i^Mnlma  .af  openi^ 
^^mttf  Hilh^ba  kk*,  Ikia  «  fMaaner  ia  Ike  Idaof  :Wigkl; 
laelkal,  aaeparii^er.  dacidadtnlAmaref  the^treefty;  ai^  ke:iaaU 
le«ed.Ui'Jia(verhcMilirae  fmajapa^liaifaltao  itttke;aQli  kaaedialely 
htu^m^  Mitba  deaUkefCheiha^lkaaihkaiaMd  by  Walker  tate 
kea  lee  deeply  eagafed  ia  eoaie  of  tke  iairigaee  whiek.kamai 


la  :aa  'ktd  ,aa  iM0%    Hei^aftaial  Miaiiaafti«ia  iMnrda 
^aa  eaiaced  ia  ihe<Aiietof.i|jlid€kriag,.fiarLaf.Kermich. 

The 


t)»  ttMtHg  i^te  agti*  Ml  ialo'  hb  iMmk^-.aiii  he  sM^Ae 
MeMed ;  thongli  m  iangnliiMy  «B<i  duig«ioas  was  llie  twkn- 
Ituce  of  fution,  thai  Im  was  conttmaed  to  Mga  faraMr  pwiail 
obligatiooa,  as  aa  excvae  for  hia  demaii^.  TIm  oaadaci  of 
4ha  ni^rity  oa  tlii»  ooeaakm  aflbnlad  ao  owch  pluaaimti  llie 
«ity  of  LondoD,  that  they  innted  the  apaakar  and  ikaM  of 
ConRDona  to  a  graad  dianer.  Tka  oiHaena  net  tbair  aaoatontl 
^iailtora  ia  mach  atale^  and  the  Loid  Mayor  reaignad  la  laatU 
the  civie  avoid,  a  ointom  hafoea  oonaiderad'  doe  oaly  taiko 
sovereign. 

Whea  OUw  CiwMlt  diaaalved  the  long  PluliaMaKi,  Ua^ 
MMiTad  arith  fimaeaa,  aad  ba  manat  retained  in  tha  < 
Pfcrlianent,  naiaed  after*  tha  niaeraUe  ihoatio  j 
Boaea ;  hat,  in  the  Paitiaaieal  which  waa  aaiaieiiaed  hy  < 
well  aa  IVateetor,  he  waa  retamed  Aa-  two  flima, 
and'the^eooaty  of  Oxford,  aad  waa  appointed  apaaferr'  hy  Ihaia- 
«omnendilteii  of *Oioniwall.  ThialMlaaieni  plovod  antnolaiiii 
and  waa  speedily  dtaaolTed;  hat  Lenthal  waa  among  the  iMslap- 
parevliy  uakaa  of  those  who  waiitad  on  the  notedar  to  leqawt 
that  he  woaU  take  the  title  of  iUttg..  In  tho  aii^la  IMwMat, 
called  hy  Richard  Cromwelt  ha  eat  in  the  Vpper  Hona^  by-At 
tMe  of  William  Laid  LenthaL 

On  the  Restoration  Lsnihal  was  escepted  fipaal  the  Ml  af  m- 
dcBMiity.  Ue,  baare?or,  aftarwaida'ohlained  a  g«naral  paidsB. 
When  be,  with  difieaky,  procoiad  parmisaian  to  kiaa  te  Uag^ 
hattd,.lia  ia  said  by  Wood  to  *'  harre  had  aodaap  naanaeaf gaiil 
aadahaae,tbalhefollbackwaidaaahewaaktteeliat/t  fleata^ 
warda  reticad  to  Boiford,  in  OycfaidahiMe,  whara  ha  hniil  a  aiapfi 
adjoining  his  hoaae,  and  dedlaated  niaali  of  hia*  declining  tiasa  ts 
reUgioaa  aerrlesa..  Books,  aiao,  elaimad  n  partian  of  ^ 
aaaaon  of  his  iifo,  and  he  evinead  iniaiJahJaiaalin  t\ 
learned. 

Lenthal  t^^paan  to  ha^  been  n  man  tndabtod  for 
mint  to  fertnnate  ^portonity,  rettar  than*  to  paraaaal  faleat 

His 


Hii  h/fe  of  aggnorfizemeiit  vtm  evifciiUy  io6  ttrtng  fer  bis  fthi- 
d^es;  Irat  ftill,  lie  is  >  one- of  the  least  objeetionableoirtlieiiir- 
netmis  Amity  ehamelerli  el  bfi*  evenlfol  em.  He  traded  throogb. 
no  blood  to  attain  the  favourite  object  of  pursmt;  and  be  nasncft 
80  debased,  or  so  weak,  as  either  to  eoilnterfeit;  or  to  etttertain, 
the  pnritaaical  entbuMasm  of  the  age. 

HASPSDEir-CetraT,  the  seat  of  Thomas  Hall,  Es^  is  ritoated 
aboot  one  mile  soath  of  Henley.  **  The  fkir  lordeabip  of  Harptf- 
den,**  says  Leiand,  "  and  Mr  ancient  large  manor  place,  with 
dobil  ^oourtes,  standbg  in  Oxfordshir,  within  half  a  mile  df 
'Henlh  npon  Tamise,  loaggid  to  the  Harpedens,  GenfHmen  of 
'  Aase,  and  cam  to  the  Tbeters  of  BariLOshire."  Of  Sir  Hnmpbro^ 
Foster  the  estate  was  purchased,  towards  the  latter  end  of  the 
reign  of  Charlea  I;  by  Barlholetiiew  Hall,  Esq.  ftom  whom  it  da- 
seended  to  the  present  proprietor.  The  mansion  is  placed,  ae- 
ooiding  to  the  taste'  of  the  em  in  which  it  was  built,  on  too 
low  a  site  fer  a  command  of  the  fine  scenery  spread  around ;  bat 
isaraeh  adorned  by  the  beeeh-cotered'bilht  which  protect  it  ni 
ncariy  every  direction. '  A  considerable  portion  of  the  original 
edifice  has  been  taken  down  since  the  period  of  Leland's^  Peram* 
bala^.  Many  alterations  vere  efiected  in  the  reign  of  the 
first  James;  but  there  are  persons  still  living  in  the  neigbboor- 
hood  who  remember  the  buildiog  to  have  possessed  two  eoarta ; 
and  it  ia  traditionally  said  to  have  contained  seven  halls.  •  One  of 
these  was  denominated  Btgg^s  Hali,  and  from  that  oireom- 
stance  some  have  snpposed  the  house  to  have  been  ibrmerly  of  a 
fettgioas  characKer;  but  the  idea  is  evidently  fotiie*;  mvd  the  «p« 
peUatiott,  in  all  probability,  merely  arose  from  the  indiscriminaAe 
bomfty  of  a  former  possessor  when  the  suppression  of  monas« 
teries  first  threw  the  dd  and  the  indolent  on  the  charity  of  the 
fawled  interest.  Hiree  sides  of  one  oonrt  only  remained  when  the 
present  proprietor  acceded  to  the  estate;  and  two  of  these,  com- 
prising thirty-finir  rooms;  have  sin  A  been  removed.  Enongh  is 
atifl  preserved  to  constitute  a  handsome  residenee,  and  to  convey 
tlK  ideas  of  ancient  amplitude  and  hospitality. 

1  la 


fa  a  waD4,4»tb0#«iillHiv^pl4if4keimm^  uasflttll^iraiv* 
-mUttioo,  vetr  lAick,  accortfuig  ty»  Plot,  Bonui  coins  iiaie  beep 
§mni;  but  ao^e  of  Ae^  )^i^e  dep^anM  to  Ibe  pi«9«l  fio- 

GiiBtigaoivi  tOithe  ananiiioB  iot|iQpari«]|  ^hor^  aaaiMitea- 
tations  bailding,  wiUi  a  ivoodep  ^mtX.  In  a  roeem^  on  tbo  ngM 
.ol  the  chanod;  in  an  Mgy,  |n  stoiie,  ratiier  MMdkr  Uiwi  life,  the 
.kge  oreeaed,  and  th^  feet  reefeMgoD  a  dog.  Thefigore  ii  clollii^ 
lia  a  Umoc  dieee,  not  disbNailar  in  g^^neral  effect  to  Dodem  attiit^ 
Hie  Airl0  ^i  the  ppper  gannent  de^ndii^  li|(e  a  coat»  a  little 
Msm  Ike  kneee.  A  tlirce-edged  eword,  now  mfiUlated,  js  6»* 
.tened  roppd  ^  Joing  by  a  bi;oad  belt;  and  jifae  Sgixm  ia  npie- 
.Mmted  With  one  haiyl  on  the;hilt,  and  tbe  otlieron  the  fcabbaid, 
•10  tbe  act  of  dmviog  it  'f  lie  heeb  aire  armed 'vith  aponu  Fnm 
.the  want  of  annoor^  and' from  tlie  cirepanoiance  of  tbe  avool 
Mqg  o|ily  partly  drawn,  ihm^  .pcobablyr  ^aa  a  knigbt  wka  bud 
.dediMod  bia  aerviee  to  tbe  war  iathe  Uoly-rla^^^bat  died  befiMe 
be  could  cany  ;hiB  iotention  into  effect. 

HmftAKZ,  a  jiariab  jniniag  Haipaden  on  tbe  ^nth«  cunf^iasA 
amaib^r  of  nirtl  tenenMntB^  agreeably  scatter^  among  tbe  UUs 
4lf  Ibia  unequal  district.  Tbe  church  ia  a  reapeotable  Gothic 
alraeliire,  aiitnated  on  an  eminence  bordering  on  tho  nver 
Tbaaaea.  Tbe  tower  baa  an  embattled  paaapety  and  l&  ita- 
deitti  highly  pi^reaqae  by  a  profaaiou  of  ivy  which  baa  ao 
•liroly  inainuated  tta  wiry  brancbea  iBi|o  tbe  ^orea  of  tbe  bnild- 
ing,  that  xt  wonld  appear  rather  to  impact  atreqgth  tbaa  to 
coBMnuHieato  injury.  Tbe  building  ia  compoaed  chaeAy  of 
tbe  flint  ao  plentifaUy  foiiod  in  tbe  ae^bbqarbood,  and  '^ 
diifidodby  two  lowa  of  Gothic  archea,  and  a  rude  and  ancieat 
aeaaett  of  oid^,  into  a  nare,  ^hancel«  and  aouth  aiale.  Tbe  jircbi- 
tectwro  ia  eyideatly  of  different  periods;  aid  the  aiale  on  tbe 
mMtb-waa,  probably,  the  s^bole  of  %\^  ordinal  church,  aa  tboe 
appear  tbe  lemaiaa  of  a  cNbncel  in  a  laiaed  platform  at  tbe  enst 
Tbe  ckarob  cpalabia  aeveral  ancient  monamenta  of  tbe  Blnadens 
and  Plowdena,  batb  of  wbicb  fapiliea  formerly  poaaeaaed  conai- 

derabla 
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teiUe  citatfls  in  the  iieighbo«u4iood.  A  pkih  mural  taUel,  like* 
ne,  coDUdoB  the  following  inadequftle  memorial  of  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Gmnger^  author  of  the  Biographical  History  of  England^ 
who  long  eoQScientiouBly  discharged  the  vicarial  daties  of  this 
parish: 

H.J 

Jacobus  Granger 

bujiis  Parochiae  Vicarius 

qui  obiit 

l5mo.  die  Aprilis 

* S  Domini  1776. 

^"""iJEutU      53. 

the  Vicarage  is  separated  from  the  church-yard*  only  by  a 
Barrow  and  rural  lane.  When  Mr.  Granger  came  to  the  living, 
the  bouse,  in  the  words  of  the  Terrier  of  the  Vicarage,  consisted 
merely  of  "  two  floors,  three  rooms  on  a  floor.''  Mr.  Granger 
nade  some  additions,  among  which  was  a  room  for  the  reception 
of  his  namerons  prints  illustrative  of  the  Biographical  History. 
Masy  tasteful  alterations  have  been  effected  by  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Hownan,  the  present  vicar;  and  the  natural  beauties  of  the 
aitostion  aid  in  rendering  it  one  of  the  most  desirable  spots  Of 
residence  in  the  county.  It  is  impossible  to  view  this  elegant 
and  sequestered  abode  without  reflecting  on  the  many  hours  hap- 
pily dedicated,  by  its  former  possessor,  to  a  work  equally  estima- 
te to  the  amatenr  of  the  arts,  and  to  the  student  of  human 
cibuicter.  It  is  equally  impossible  to  avoid  regret  when  we  te^ 
mnaber  the  melancholy  abruptness  with  which  those  literary 
lakouTS  were  terminated.  Mr.  Granger  was  seized  with  apoplexy, 
^hile  standing  at  the  communion  table,  in  the  ftice  of  his  congre- 
g^tt.  He  breathed  for  some  short  time  after  he  was  carried 
lioBe,  bat  never  spoke.  Many  of  his  former  parishioners  have  a 
ririd  reooUection  of  his  simple  unassuming  manners,  and  take 
plctsore  na  beatowing  the  hnmUe  tribute  of  their  praise  on  hia 
geoaine  worth. 

Beneath  the  ancient  manor-house  of  Sbiplake,  not  far  distant 
Vou  XIL  Z  from 
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two  s^pmle  AMflib  ^r  avmiws,  diiliMiliy  oiuJLed.  The  fbfti 
of  the  cpfamm*  were  Tevy  ftlierl^  4111I  tbe  cafllid  wa^'hmt^  mdn 
in  cemplele  preservatien.  TUis  hause  was  lately  {MilM  dem 
for  the  value  of  tlie  materials,  by  a  farmer  of  the  modem  scImI 
who  bad  bargained  lor  the  estate  on  speculation,  though  witboet . 
being  able  to  fulfil  the  covenants  of  purchase,  and  the  stone  wocfc 
of  the  crypt  was  disposed  of  as  common  lumber. 

By  Letters  Patent,  Edward  XI.  in  the  first  year  of  his  reiga 
granted  the  vicarage  to  the  dean  aad  canons  of  Wiodaor.  Tko 
register  of  this  parish  commenoes  only  in  1672,  and  does  not  coo- 
tain  any  remarkable  entries. 

On  Shiplake  Hill  is  the  seat  of  Lord  Mark  Kerr«  MA  sfa  of 
the  Marquis  of  Lothian.  This  maaaion  oad  its  depcadeat  hndi 
in  ere  long  in  the  funily  of  Deane,  of  which  proprietors  thqr  w«i 
purchased  by  John  Hanscomb,  Esq.  who  sold  them  to  Ijhe  psBMOt 
noble  owner.  The  house  has  been  considerably  angpeated  Iff 
Lord  Mark,  aud  commands  rich  views  ovfy  the  vale  of  Bfaji^g, 
ai^d  Uie  more  distant  parts  of  Berkshire. 

At  the  bottom  of  a  fiiad  on  Bi^ld  Heath,  in  thtsfariih. 
Lave  been  found  many  oak  trees,  quite  firm  and  aoiid,  hat  dyed 
throughout  as  black  as  ebony.    Several  of  these  were  di^oofcnd 
in  the  seventeenth  century,  and  are  mentioned  hy  Plol^  in  his 
Natural  History;  and  many  have,  likewise,  been  found  witlimtbe 
few  years  ktely  passed.   The  black  dye  PlotiiMipposeB  to  baia  bsen 
produced  by  a  "  vitriolic  humour  in  the  earth,  whifh  joiaiag  with 
oak,  the  parent  of  a  sort  of  GalU,  might  nasonaUy  ^MSgh 
produce  such  an  effect.'^    The  timber  was  pnabaUy  Unoam  into 
the  ppnd,  tr  dyke,  if  which,  it  was  fooad»  by  the  eariissldam  ol 
agi'icuUnrists,  merely  for  the  purpose  of  clearing thegronid  in- 
tended fi)r  ttllsge.    On  the  same  bealb  is  4ine  of  the  geological 
phsnomena,  termed  Swallows,  These  oorioiis  aalnml  inm»  'v^ 
which  the  land-dood  waters  flow  and  disappear,  aat  fCMiaUy 
found,  as  in  the  present  instance,  on  high  lands.  * 

Bw^KarcH* 

*  Set  BesQticf,  &c.  Ut  Noitbs8iptOBfh«e»  p.  210. 
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imAJIbncm,ntM  RiufieU  Heathy  is tbe plMtfantretirecl nesU 
faceofJobn  HaHscomb,  Esq.  -Tfais  is  otie  of  the  embellished 
agncnhanl  sbodes  wbkh  lisplfPsr  M  the'comltwts  of  Kfe  vitliout 
uyofitsostonlttUoD. 

CBOvaJbEY,  or,  as  it  is  temed  in  ancWnt  writings,  CfRotitLBT- 
hA,  1IU  foittepljtn  poBBSBsion  of  the  AMs^rorth  Vamffy,  anfl  U  , 
BOW  the  seat  of  John  Atkyns  Wright,  Esq.  one  of  the  repre* 
•eatethres  in  JRarfitmedt  for  the  ctiy  of  Oxford.  The  liduse  is  a 
lirick  bofldii^,  omamentttd  «ith.an  embattled  parapet  aiid  sqnat^ 
toven,  and  has  received  tnany  improvements  from  its  present 
b^bly-r^qieeted  possesaor.  The  park  contains  abont  one  htm* 
dyad  and  scity  acves,  and  is  well  stocked  wit^  deer,  and  enritilidl 
with  floarisbing  oaks.  Mr.  Atkyns  Wright  is  Lord  of  the  Inakion 
tf  Cmwsiey,  Sliiplake,  and  Lashiifook^ 

The  vilhige  of  CATERSfiuft  is  seated  on  the  hanks  df  tba 
Thaaies,  and  is  one  mile  diaUmt  from  'Reading,  in  'Berkshire. 
At  the  time  of  the  l^ormao  Sarvey  '«  Walter  Gifard  held  tH 
the  king  twenty  Udes  in  Caversham.  Land  to  twenty-one 
ploughs."  There  were  then  in  the  demesne  four  ploughs  and 
two  bondmen ;  and  twenty •eii^tvillanes  with  thirteen  bordars  hai 
thirteen  ploogtis. 

The  chnrefa,  dedicated  to  St  Peter,  is  bniH  of  flint,  on  which 
^  been  laid  a  coating  of  plaisler.  The  architei^nre  is  of  dif- 
fereat  ages.  Aeeordiog  to  Or.  Ducarel,  the  original  chtiith, 
thirty  feet  long  by  twenty,  was  built  in  the  time  ef  Henry  L 
which  <^laion  he  founds  an  the  character  of  two  laacet  witfdo/wa 
M  the  sooth  aide.  The  north  aisU  the  same  writer  pHiees  in  the 
f^ign  of  Richard  U.  from  its  windows  of  three  mnnions ;  and 
^  omtinaatiott  of  the  aisle  to  the  east  end  he  assigns  to  the 
line  of  Henry  IV.  The  antiquity  of  the  lower  division  of  tha 
■^le  is  proved  by  a  Nornmn  arch  on  the  interior:  the  upper 
ftft  it  of  wood,  painted,  white.  In  this  charch  is  preserved  a  pro' 
clsamtioa  of  King  James,  appointing  certain  daya  fer  pertfons  dis- 
eased with  the  evil  to  receive  the  royal  touch. 

The  caaoaa  of  Nottely,  in  BucUDsfbamshire«  had  a  t^  here, 
Z2  and 
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and  tome  ^meoiUry  rettiaiiia  of  their  chapel  mey  ffXH  be  taeed 
vear  the  bridge.  lu  this  chapel  we  are  told  by  Dr*  London,  one 
of  the  visitofaapfpoiBied  by  Henry  VIIL  waa  a  famoQa  relic, "  an 
augel  with  one  wing,  which  bronght  to  Caveraham  the  apear-hetd 
that  pierced  our  Savioiir  on  the  Groia !"  It  appean  from  the 
MonastiooD,  that  Ca?ersliaiB  church  waa  a  part  of  the  eadon flKnt 
of  the  caaoiiB  of  Nottely.. 

There  was,  also,  a  foaodation  attached  to  die  dinroh,  tcmed 
Our  Lady's  Chapel  Kennet,  in  his  Parochial  Antiqaities,  ob- 
serves, that  Gilbert  Mareachall,  Earl  of  Pembroke,  gave  to  the 
canons  of  Notteley  the  tithes  of  all  his  mills  and  fisheries  at  Caver- 
aham, and  twelve  shillings  yeariy,  for  the  maintenaaee  of  two  lamps 
hi  the  chapel  of  our  Lady. 

When  the  town  of  Reading  was  besieged  by  the  Parlianenta^' 
rian  force  during  the  civil  war,  this  village  shared  largely  in 
the  calamities  of  the  neighbourhood,  and  was,  in  one  iMtsnce, 
the  tlieatre  of  a  ykirmish  of  some  consequence.  After  the  town 
had  hung  out  a  white  flag,  and  while  the  parties  were  treatiog 
concctaiog  articles  of  surrender,  some  troops  of  the  king's  drew 
sigh,  by  mistake,  and  the  scene  which  ensued  is  thus  described 
in  the  diary  kept  by  Sir  Samuel  Luke:  "  In  the  Interim,  upon 
Cawsam  Hill,  unexpected  to  us,  csme  his  Mi^ty's  Forces,  under 
the  Command  of  General  Ruven  and  Prince  Robert,  cottsistmg  of 
aboot  forty  Collours  of  Horse  and  nine  R^imenta  of  Foote,  with 
ordnance  and  other  ammonition ;  they  fell  upon  a  loose  RegioMiit 
that  lay  there  to  keepe  the  Bridge,  and  gave  them  a  furious  as- 
sault both  with  their  ordnance  and  men,  one  Bullet  being  taken  up 
by  our  Men  which  weighed  twenty-four  Pounds,  at  the  lesst 
This  was  answered  with  our  Musketts,  and  we  made  the  Hill  soe 
hott  for  them  that  they  were  forced  to  retreate,  leaving  bebhid 
seven  Bodyes  of  aa  personable  Men  aa  ever  were  seeoe,  and  most  of 
their  armes;  besides  others  which  fell  in  three  or  four  Miles 
compasse,  as  they  retreated.  And  it  is  sayed  that  within  five 
Miles  there  were  500  hurt  men  drest  in  a  Bame,  besides  raanv 
Prisoners  which  wee  tooke,  and  many  hurt  men  within  oor  Pre- 
cincts, 
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cindi,  h)  whkh'wee  tent  the  next  Morning  our  Snrgtonstodresse/ 
aodgare orders  to  have  the  dead  Bodyes  bnryed  by  the  P&rishioners 
where  they  were  ftlaifte." 

.  In  the  grotibd  atlaehed  to  the  small,  bat  neat,  cottage  of  Mr. 
Wiffiams^  on  Caversham  Hill,  a  mineral  spring  was  discovered 
iji  the  year  1803.  *'  The  water  is  saturated  to  the  highest  de- 
gnee  with  iron^  held  in  solution  by  the  carbonic  acid  of  gas.  From 
&  gallon  of  water  tbhrty-two  grains  of  solid  contents  have  been  pro- 
coped,  the  greater  part  of  which  seemed  to  be  an  oxyd  of  iron  *.'* 

Cw^rskam  Lodge,  the  seat  of  €.  Marsac,  Esq.  has  already 
teeo  noticed  in  the  volome  of  this  work  for  Berkshire,  page  107. 
In  addition  to  the  eircnmstances  there  mentioned  it  may  be  ob-* 
Kired,  that  the  ancient  house  in  which  Anne  of  Denmark,  Queen 
^  James  L  was  entertained,  and  in  which  King  Charles  T.  was 
i^enaitted  to  liaTe  an  interview  with  his  children,  wias  situate 
sennrto  the  ThOlnaes  than  the  present  structure.  It  is  described 
i>y  Casi|»iDii  f  as  a  fair  house,  composed  of  brick.  In  the  front 
rfthe  maaMR  were  three  avenues  of  trees,  the  central  of  which 
^Rttoailedtfce  Queen's  Walk,  in  remembrance  of  Anne  of  Den- 
B>ik.  Thin  name  is  atill  traditionally  preserved,  though  the 
weoie  has  hsdki  removed,  and  a  small  portion  of  the  line  is  ex- 
hibited by  0oaie  thickly-matted  elms,  which  have  sprung  from  se- 
VQil  of  the  Iree-voota  auflered  to  remain  in  the  gronnd.  A  se- 
(Ood«f  the  avenoea  was  termed  the  King's  Walk,  in  honour  of 
Cliariesl. 

The  winle  of  tbegronnds  attaiihed  to  the  honse  consist  of  about 
^  hnndred  aeres.  *  These  were  kid  odt  in  their  present  beau- 
IMlorm  by  Lord  Cadognn,  with  the«  assistance  of  Brawn,  who  * 
certainly  could  find  Capability  in  tliese  premises  without  the 
(xerdseof  any  oonaiiai  ingenuity.     II  was  in  consequence  of 

Z3  Brown's 

*  Tliis  thUcment  is  extracted  from  "  observations  and  experiments,"  &c. 
"0  the  tlrtues  of  this  clialjbcaic,  written  by  the  Rev.  T.  E.  Williams,  the 
•^  tnienxnis  son  of  the  pmprictor. 

f  luhitcunoafl  account  of  the  eottrtainmcnt  given  at  Cavcrshani  to  Queen 


Brown's  advice  tliat  the  long  and  ancient  av^aeftof  tteea  weitM* 
moved. 

RoTHERFiELD  Peppard,  a  parish  on  the  aouUwMsl  of  Hen* 
ley,  was  styled  simply  Rotherfield  till  the  tbiiteeutk  oentuiy, 
when  it  acquired  its  additional  appellation  from  WiMiam  Pipardi 
or  Pypard,  who  held  this  manor  of  the  honour  of  WaUiagftrd^ 
a^  a  part  of  six  knight's  fees  granted  to  him,  upon  homage,  l>y 
Henry  III.  in  the  year  1225.-* Ralph  Pipard  was  eoeat«d  a  biroa 
by  writ  of  summons  to  Parliament,  in  the  tw«nty*fi|lh  of  Sdvaid 
I,  From  the  Pipards  the  manor  and  advowsoa  passed  by  n»r* 
liage  to  the  Botelers,  in  the  time  of  Edward  11.  The  Boteki» 
told  to  the  Draytons^  and  of  Richard  Draytow  the  propeily  vsa 
acquired  by  the  family  of  Ston^r. .  Thomas  Stonor,  Bsq.  was  lord 
and  patron  in  the  year  1502.  Sh*  Leoline  Jenkins  aflerwaids  pro^ 
cured  the  advowson,  and  bestowed  it  on  Jesus  CoUeipe^  OtkeL 

Under  a  pond  near  BlmiHt't  Court,  in  this  piffiiil|>  wereltand, 
in  the  year  1675,  several  oak  trees,  the  discovery  of  which  was 
attended  with  some  interesting,  circuinsta^ces^  Aswu^ais  ^  * 
eopions  statement  in  Plot's  Natural  History  it  appears  tkiitha 
labourers,  on  cleansing  the  pond  for  the  bendil  of  the  mi, 
came  to  the  top  branches  of  a  large  tree.  Mr.  SAonm^  of  Watp 
lington  Park,  to  whom  the  pond  beloDgedj  then  caMeda.pftto 
be  dug,  about  twenty  yards  over,  and  fifty  or  aixity.feel  deep^ 
By  thvs  penetrating  the  soil  the  workmen  eMricated  maay 
whole  oaks,  "  whereof  one  stood  upright,  perpendicular  to  the- 
horizon ;  the  others,  lay  obliquely ;  only  one  was:  invaicd,  At 
forked  end  downward.  Beside^  the  trees,  all  along  as  the  la- 
bourers dag,  they  met  with  plenty,  of  hazel  tinta,  fpom  withia 
a  yard  of  the  surface  to  the  bottom  of  the  pift;  which  Jhu's 
tron  teeth  had  not  yet  cracked.  The  oaks  had  nime  of  them 
any  roots,  but  were  plainly  cut  off  at  the  Kerf,  as  is  used  id 
felling  timber;  and,  near  the  bottom  of  the  pit,  weif^  fbnndt 
large  stag's  head,  with  the  brow-antlers  as  sound  as  the  beam  it- 
self, and  two  Roman  urns,  both  of  which  were  broken  by  the  ft- 
curious  workmen.'' 

J)r.  Plot  observes,  that  it  is  very  nnlikely  these  oakm  wkeM 

be 
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te  MMi  «>  ^^^  pn>bkUy  tlie  ca^e  Vith  those  ob  BiaBeM, 
Wt^/^wately  for  the  disencuittbering  of  the  soil ;  and  he  veu* 
fioppose  tikat  there  is  a  mioe  beneath  the  spot  on  ivhich 
found.  This  mine  he  conjectures  to  be  of  silver, 
of  any  other  metal^  on  account  of  an ''  alabastrine^, 
ke,  substance,  "«rhich  tvas  mixed  with  the  mould/^  He 
to*  strengthen  his  opinion,  by  observing  that  a  con- 
degree  of  heat  prevailed  at  the  bottom  of  the  pit,  as  is 
a  mine-chamber.  Some  of  the  nuts  and  trees  vere^ 
oovwed  with  "  a  bluish  substance,  which  he  belieyed^ 
aleum  naiivum/'  Having  thus  argued  himself  into. 
f  of  a  mine  existing,  he  proceeds  to  observe,  tbat  it  was 
roriced  by  the  Romans,  and  was  closed  by  them  on 
j^tiiia  oomitry, ''  first  by  throwing  in  trees,  which,  not  lying 
Dgb  immediately  to  support  the  earth,  were  after  covered 
els,  when  the  nuts  were  fully  ripe,  on  which  they  heaped 
:  which,  after  some  time,  sinking  below  the  sur&ce  of  the 
kftoniid,  might  occasion  this  pond.'' 

lELD  Gray,  or  Grey,  adjoins  the  preceding  .parish, 
the  distinctive  part  of  its  appellation  from  John  de 
[  oested  Baron  Grey  in  the  2dth  of  Edward  I.    This  John 
:  R  yotwger  branch  of  the  family  of  Walter  Grey,  Archbi- 
York,  from  whom  they  gained  the  property  of  Rother« 
■Vhira  the  Greys  the  estate  passed  to  the  levels;  and 
'  attainder,  reverting  to  the  Crown,  was  bestowed  on  the 
1  Knollys.    Of  that  family  it  was  purchased'  by  the  Sta- 
^with  whom  it  still  remains. 
[  parish  the  noble  family  of  Grey  built  an  extensive  and 
mamsion,  some  part  of  which  yet  remain^  and^  iii  at* 
to  the  present  edifice,  termed  Greys- CcHtri,  the  rest* 
L'of  Lady  Stapleton,  mother  of  Lord  Le  Despencen    The 
I  Baronial-honse  appears  to  have  consisted  of  two  quadran* 
\wad  a  great  part  of  the  site  may  still  be  traced,  chiefly  in 
^  of  the  present  bulding,  by  the  parched  stale  of  the  grass 
after  %  long  coutinoaace  of  dry  weather. 

Z4  Th« 
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The  Church  is  ^  neat  ai|()  rather  spacious  ttnictore,  yrVh  a 
irooden  turret.  The  walls  are  whitened  on  the  outer  sid^;  aod 
gain  much  pictorial  effect  from  a  partial  but  umhrageons  ioreeo 
of  ivy. 

'  In  the  chancel  is  a  stone,  with  brasses^  commemorative  of  Sir 
Robert  de  Grey,*  who  died  in  1387.  A  part  of  the  brass  repre- 
sents the  deceased  in  armour,  in  a  canopied  stall,  with  a  lion  at 
Ills  feet 

In  a  spacious  recess,  on  the  north  of  the  chancel,  errcte4 
in  1605,  is  the  burial-place  of  the  Banbury  family.  Over  the 
vault  is  a  monument  of  exuberant  workmanship,  raised  by  Wil- 
liam Lord  Knollys,  Viscount  Afallingford,  and  Earl  of  Ranbory. 
The  monument  it^  divide4  ipto  twp  stories.  In  the  Iqwernnge 
is  the  effigy,  in  stone,  of  Sir  Francis  Knallys,  knight  of  the 
garter,  and  treasurer  of  the  household  to  Queen  Elizabeth,  with 
that  of  his  lady  by  his  side.  These  were  the  parents  of  the  Earl; 
and  the  whole  of  their  children  who  attained  maturity,  seven  sons 
and  six  daughters,  together  witli  the  Countess  of  Banbury,  tbeir 
daughter-in-law,  are  represented  kneeling  around,  Froqi  the  va- 
riety of  feature,  it  Is  evident  that  e^ch  of  these  figures  was  in- 
tended for  a  lik«;ness.  On  the  right  hand  of  Lady  Knollys  is  the 
effigy  of  a  fourteenth  child,  which  died  an  infant 

Ip  the  upper  story  are  statues  of  the  Earl  of  Banbury  and  hi^ 
Lady,  in  their  robes«  kneeling  before  a  desk  and  open  booL 
There  is  not  any  inRcriptiou  whatever  on  this  monument 

In  the  same  recess  is  a  mural  tablet^  with  an  urn  at  top,  aod 
the  family  arms  beneath,  to  the  memory  of  Sir  Thomas  Staple- 
ton.  The  font  of  thi^  church  is  Saxon ;  and  the  basin  sopported 
by  pillars  with  diversified  capitals. 

The  rectory  of  Grays  is  extremely  valuable^  and  belongs  to 
Trinity  College,,  Oxford. 

Baogmoor,  rather  less  than  a  mile  on  the  north-west  of 
Henley,  is  the  residence  of  Joseph  Grote,  Esq.    The  bouse  was 

originally 

*  Said  by  Guugb,  in  Iiis  addition  to  Camden,  to  b«  Robert  the  Itaihrri 
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«nginiiy  nnall,  but  has  been  considerably  angmented  by  the 
preflent  proprietor.  It  is  a  plain,  but  desirable  .brick  dwellinc^,' 
snToandM  by  about  forty  acres  of  pleasure-ground.  A  grateful 
air  of  sechision  has  been  stadied  in  tbe  arrangement  of  the 
groonds.  The  views  from  a  spacious  snnimer-house,  constructed 
by  Mr.  Grote^  are  extremely  fine  ;  and  much  art  has  been  used 
lo  heighten  tbe  e^ct  of  the  display.  Lon^  ranges  of  shrubs  are 
10  pbnted  as  «to  form  three  avenues  of  conduct  to  the  prospect, 
sad  the  whole  of  a  deep  dell,  immediately  at  the  base  of  the 
koiyingp,  is  thickly  matted  with  the  laurel  and  the  holly ;  6y 
which  arrangement  it  ibrms  a  fore-ground  of  sober  dark  green, 
emioeiitly  calculated  to  shew  the  rich  and  lively  distance  to  ad« 
Ksatage. 

In  meadows,  pastures,  and  hedges,  near  Henley,  is  found  the 
treepmg  ii>ad  ftax,  antirrhinum  repens,  mofupeitsulanvm  ;  and, 
w  chalky  woods  near  tbe  same  town,  hordeum  syhaticum,  toood 

LANGTREE  HUNDRED 

is  separated  from  tbe  conuty  of  Berks  on  the  west  and  south* 
vest  by  the  River  Thames.  The  larger  portion  of  the  hundred 
is  in  the  Chiltern  district,  at  the  edge  of  which,  on  the  parts 
north  of  the  village  of  Goring,  runs  the  Ikeneild-street.  The 
soil  of  the  hills  is  chiefly  calcareous ;  but,  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
Thames,  a  fine  tract  of  sandy  loam  is  spread  at  their  base« 
Long  ranges  of  beech  are  frequent  in  the  Chiltern  part  of  the 
hondred.  Beyond  the  Roman  road  the  soil  of  the  uplands  gra- 
dually meliorates,  but  does  not  assume  any  determinate  cha* 
lacter. 

This  hundred  is  but  thinly  peopled,  and  consists  of  the  fol- 
lowing parishes  :—C/iecA;€Rrfotf,  Crowmarsh  Giffbrd,  Goring, 
Ipsden,  with  the  Liberty  of  Stoke  Row,  Mapledurham,  Mange* 
teelt,  Nuneliam-icarren,  North- Stoke,  and  Whitchurch. 

The 
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CooMBB-LooftEi  •  vuupsion  lately  greeted  bj  9Miiel'6ii4iii6r, 
EiM|«  la  regard  to  home  aoenery  Mr.  Gardioei;  has  tfae  meril  of 
an  entire  oveation.  He  found,,  a  apot  n^rly  knrel,  aomewiiat 
Bubject  to  eocroacbmentB  from  thfi  Tfaaines,  md  quite  devoid  of 
vood,  the  great  essential  of  the  piotoresqoe.  All  tiiiftt  art  ooaU 
do  has  been  effected.  His  pkntatioua  thteken  roan^,  attd  pro- 
mise soon  to  embower  bis  walks^  and  to  impart  r^f  and  ahade 
to  his  spaoioas  residenoe.  In  the  mean  time  he  has, n  rich  spread 
of  scenery  at  no  great  distanoe,  to  recomi^ieaso  lor  prottaeled 
expectation.  .  The  meander  of  the  Thames,  in  tbe.neighhooihoed 
of  bis  seat,  assumes  the  towiqail  semblance  of  a  lake,  on  Ihe . 
glassy  bosom  of  vhich  stands  reflected  a  weighty  mass  of  foliage 
iiom  the  Berkshire  side  of  the  water.  Beyond  is  a  gay  and 
countless  spccession  of  hills^  smiling  in  cultivation,  or  aflneat 
in  wood  and  natural  verdure* 

^he  next  village  on  the  Oxfordshire  side  of  the  Thames  is 
GoAiNo.  Here  was  an  Aognstine  nunnery,  founded  in  the  reign 
of  Henry  II.  and  Tallied,  at  the  Dissolution,  at  60L  On,  6d',  per 
annum.  The  site  was  granted,  in  the  30tb  of  Henry  VIII.  to 
Charles,  Duke  of  SoMk ;  and,  six  years  afterwards,  to  Sir  Tho- 
mas Pope. 

The  buildings  in  this  place  are  humble,  and  are,  in  general, 
destitnte  of  that  neatness  which  often  affords  more  heartfell  in- 
terest than  architectural  splendour.  Several  disjoined  fragmeals 
of  the  nunnery  yet  linger  in  progressive  decay. 

Near  this  placeHbe  Ikeneild-street  quitted  Oxfordsbira  We 
have  already  observed  that  no  traces  of  that  Roman  road  can  be 
readily  ascertained  on  the  eastern  side  of  the  Thames,  beyottd 
Grove-Bam,  distant  nearly  thrpe  miles  from  Goring. 

In  the  vicinity  of  this  village,  and  on  the  very  roaigin  of  the 
Thames,  is  a  medicinal  water,  termed  Springwell,  This  spring 
was  of  high  repute  in  the  early  part  of  the  last  century ;  and  a 
long  euamerfition  of  cures  performed  by  it  in  cutaneous  caaei^ 
and  in  disorders  of  the  eyes,  may  be  seen  in  the  Reading  Mer- 
cury for  June,  17*24.  It  had  its  day  of  celebrity,  and  is  now  dis* 
^  .regarded. 


nfiML  The  oooalry  people  liave  sagadonsly  discovered  Cbe 
due  of  its  loos  of  efficacy  :  when  the  water  cured,  it  wa6  dis- 
pensed gratoitoasiy ;  the  proprietor  then  demanded  a  fee  from 
patients,  and  the  rirtae  disappeared. 

MoNQfiWBix  is  the  seat  of  the  Bishop  of  Darham.  At  the 
tlm  of  the  Nosman  lyirvey  Mongewell  formed  a  part  of  Lewknor 
Hundred,  and  was  held  of  Earl  William  by  Roger  de  Laci.  It 
tiieo  possessed  twp  miils^  and  was  valoed  at  fourteen  pounds. 

The  country  in  this  neighbourhood  loses  many  of  the  attrac* 
tive  features  which  we  have  noticed  in  the  more  southerly  parts 
of  the  hundred.  The  hills  sink  into  downs ;  and  we  no  longer 
see  a  rich  coverlet  of  beech  protrude  its  beauties  close  to  the 
haak  of  the  great  river.  The  mansion  is  unfavourably  placed 
for  a  command  of  scenery ;  but  the  attached  grounds  are  exten- 
sive, aod  arranged  with  much  taste.  The  exemplary  steps  taken 
hy  the  dignified  niud  truly  amiable  proprietor  to  improve  the  man- 
sen  of  the  neighbouring  peasantry  have  been  noticed  in  our  pre* 
&tory  statement  of  circumstances  generally  connected  with  this 
CDoflty, 

From  the  vicinity  of  Mongewell  the  Roman  vallum,  termed 
Grime's  Dike,  runs  iuto  a  south-east  direction  towards  Nuffield.* 

CaowMARSB  GiFVORD  is  a  village  separated  from  the  town  of 
Wallingford  by  the  River  Thames.  In  Domesday  it  is  written 
Cratmares,  and  stands  there  as  the  property  of  Walter  Gifard. 
From  the  SHrname  of  this  possessor  it  evidently  acquired  the' 
Second  part  of  its  present  appellation.  At  the  time  of  the  survey 
it  was  valued  at  twenty  pounds. 

When  King  Stephen  besieged  the  Empress  Matilda  in  the  town 
sf  Wallingfoni,  he  sonrounded  the  castle  of  that  place  with  a  line 
stiengthebed  by  forts,  the  principal  of  which  was  at  Craumerse. 
Prince  Henry,  (afterwards  Henry  H.)  Matilda's  son,  hastened 
to  the  aid  of  his  mother,  and  is  said  to  have  thrown  lines  of  cir- 
comvaUation  completely  round  the  works  of  the  besiegers:  Uu- 
Mkle  to  reduce  the  town,  Stephen  consented  to  a  parley.    During 

-/    the 
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the  conference  Ibe  Uog.stixid  on  jAe  Cwmammlu  siJi  wtltm 
river,  while  the  prince  and  his  friends  Uned^theoHnsitehniCi 
A  nominal  peace  was  the  vesnl^ 

At  Ipsden,  in  the  more  elevated  p«rt  of  .thisidklricty  John 
Read,  Esq.  has  «in  agreeable. i^e^ideBoa ;  and  lat  Cmtue  Emi  h 
the  re^ctable  family  jnamion  of  William  VnadgBBtegen,  Siq. 

EWELM  HUNDRED    ' 

is  north  of  langtrcc.  Much  of  iU^  diaftrict  is  yf^  in  op«n  fi^M* 
and  it  contains  nearly  every  ^possihle  yariety  of  soil. 

Ewelm  Hundred  csniprises  the  township  otLktie  HmMebfi  tine 
Tything  of  Haleombe,  with  Srockhamjilon,  and  the  foHowiog 
parishes,  liberties,  and  hamlets :  Benstngtatu,  with  Crowinsrsh- 
3attle,  Berwick-Salome,  Brii^Umdl^tddwin,  Britweli^  {at 
BrightwellJ  Prior,  Clialgrove,  Cnapfnam,  EtumgUm,  EweM, 
Great  Hoiely,  Latchford,  Rfcot  and  Lohb,  Netilebed,  Nem^ 
h^tan,  with  Berwick-Prior,  Nnffield,  Rqfond,  Swimc9mh€, 
Warborough,  and  Warpsgrove, 

The  money  raised  lor  the  poor  in  1803  ^ras  611  A  4e,4|^ 
making  an  average  of  4b.  lOd*  iu  the  pound. 

The  village  of  Ewelm,  diatinguiahed  by  giviagta  naae  lo  tfiis 
hundred,  is  situate  about  two  miles  fiorth  by  eest.ef  the  Jleaiej 
and  London  road,  and  is  disiaat  from  the  city  of  Osfprd  iUrteea 
miles.  In  ancient  writings  the  name  occvrs  as  titm^Ebms,  Le- 
land  thiuks  that  the  appellation  was  derifved  "  from  a  great  Pod 
afore  the  Manor-Place,  and  Elmes  growing  about  it.''  The  rich 
deep  soil  of  the  place  is  extcepaly  iavoaraUe  to  the  growth  of 
elm>timber ;  and,  from  the  irequeacy  of  anch  trees  in  the  neigh- 
hourhood,  it  seems  probable  that  the  village  ohtaiaed  ita  aane, 
nuless  it  be  ascribed  to  the  Saxon  Ewetnie,  wUi<;h  oignifits  ibe 
head  of  a  stream. 

Kwelm  is  a  rural  sequestered  village,  pattly  butlt  oa  an  ele* 
vated  $pot;  from  wbich  desirable  circnmatAnoe  of  stie  it  coa* 
otends  fine  and  extensive  views.    From  the  ground  attached  to  a 

hOBM, 


louse,  ttntffLeAy  occupied  by  the  preseqt  Bishop  9(  Ii>iidoB»  tb« 
frospects  are  remarkably,  pictaresque,  and  embmce  Ihe  windings 
^!  the  River  Thames,  some  qf  the  richest  of  tiie  BerksU^  btlls, 
ud'the  Iqpg-extended  and  beautifi^l  vale  of  White^Horse, 

Near  the  chorch  is  an  ancient  mansion,  formerly  the  ref^idesflft 
(if  Sir  Edward  Cope,  JBart.  and  alterwards  of  Sir  Ulldehnaid 
Jacob,  whose  gcand&ther  is  mentioned  with  so  much  kumUf 
esteem  by  the  poet  DrydeD.  In  the  time  of  Sir  Hildebrmid  th» 
groonds  of  this  mansion  were  adorned  with  long  avemies  of  Tene* 
nble  lime  trees;  but  no  Hamadryad  interposed  an  efiosniMui 
prayer,  and  the  hand  of  Innovation  has  spoiled  them  of  iheir 
sylvan  honours. 

About  the  centre  of  the  village  is  a  chalybeate  spring,  oneo 
in  great  request  with  valetudinarians.  The  sides  have  been  care* 
fully  paved;  but  all  medicines  for  the  nervous,  whether  natural 
or  artificial,  are  doomed  to  short-lived  celebrity ;— the  spriag  is 
BOW  choaked  with  weeds,  and  rests  for  humble  fame  on  the  jBfood 
word  of  the  conutry  people,  who  say  that  it  is  of  sovereign  m 
to  weak  eyes. 

On  the  side  of  a  bank  south  and  by  west  of  the  church,  was,  ia 
the  17th  century,  what  Dr.  Plot  terms  a  tautological  polypkh- 
aoM  ecAo;  an  echo  that  returned  a  word,  or  more,  often  repeaiked 
from  divers  objects  by  ain^ple  reflection.  This  echo  reUimed  HlH 
word  three  times ;  but  as  the  buildings  which  produced  the  oari* 
ous  eSect  have  been  partly  altered,  and  partly  removed,  the  ph»« 
Domeaon  no  longer  exists. 

Dr.  Plot  mentions  a  spring  which  "  runs  lowest  in  the  winJber 
seasoo,  and  advances  in  the  summer  remarkably  higher;'^  but 
this  also  is  no  longer  to  be  discovered. 

At  Uie  loot  of  the  hill  on  which  the  church  is  built  rises  a  lim« 
ptd  spring  that  forms  a  small  sheet  of  water^  termed  the  Kin^s 
Pond,  U  then  finds  vent  into  a  beautiful  brook,  and  meanders 
down  the  village  to  Bensington,  through  which  the  stream  also 
pftsaes ;  and,  after  proving  the  source  of  much  adornment  and  uti- 
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Uty  to  both  villages,  it  fodb  into  the  Thames  between  Bensingtotf 
and  Ciowmarsh-Battle,  (or  Batterley.)* 

At  the  time  of  the  Norman  survey  the  manor  of  Ewelm  (styled 
Laweime  in  Domesday)  appears  to  have  belonged  to  GUbert  de 
GoimI:  it  afterwards  formed  a  part  of  the  property  of  the  ChaiH 
cers.  The  last  male  heir  of  that  family  was  Thomas,  son  of 
Geofirey  Chaucer,  the  poet.  Alice,  the  daughter  of  Thomas, 
carried  the  estate  by  marriage  to  William  de  la  Pole,  Doke  of 
Sofiolk.  With  this  distinguished,  but  unfortunate,  family,  the 
annals  of  the  place  are  so  closely  connected,  that  a  brief  exami- 
nation of  their  story  will  scarcely  be  deemed  superfluous. 

The  De  La  Poles  first  grew  into  high  notice  in  the  person  of  Mi* 
chael  De  La  Pole,  who  was  lord-chancellor  of  England  in  the  reign 
of  Richard  If.  and  was  created  Earl  of  Suffolk  by  that  king :  hut 
his  elevation  produced  powerful  enemies,  and  he  died  in  disgrace 
and  banishment.  His  son  was  restored,  but  shortly  ended  his  life 
at  the  siege  of  Harfleur ;  and  one  grandson  fell  in  the  battle  of 
Aginconrt,  leaving  only  daughters.  William,  another  grandson, 
beeame  the  favourite  of  Henry  VI.  by  whom  he  was  first  created 
Marquis,  and,  afterwards,  Duke  of  Suffolk.  This  duke  mairied 
Alice  Chaucer ;  and,  as  Leland  says,  *'  for  Love  of  her,  and  the 
Commoditie  of  her  Landes,  fell  much  to  dwell  in  Oxfordshire  and 
Berkshire,  wher  his  Wife's  Landes  lay."  He  built  a  spacious 
palace  at  Ewelm ;  and,  by  him  and  the  duchess  two  charitable 
institutions  were  there  founded,  and  a  church  erected.  Contempo- 
rary historians  are  so  much  biassed  by  party ;  and  succeeding  an- 
nalists so  servilely  contented  to  accept  things  as  they  find  Ihem 
represented,  that  it  is  difficult  to  disentangle  the  mazes  in  which 
the  elevated  character  of  a  remote  period  is  enveloped.  It  appears 
that  the  duke  was  of  an  ambitious  temper ;  but,  to  be  the  object 
of  court  favour,  was  sufficient  culpability  in  the  esteem  of  so 

factiont 

*  The  nord  Hattcriejr  sooictiiiics  occurs  in  old  wrUingi ;  bat  Battle  it  tho 
proper  appendant     This  CroMrniai>h  vtzs  held  of  WilUam  I.  by  tiM  Akbtf  wf 

BalfU. 
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ftcfioBS  an  age.  The  York  party  gained  tlie  ascendant,  and 
Snflblk  was  pablicly  accused  of  treaaonable  practices.  .After  he 
bad  replied  to  the  articles  alledged  against  him^  he  referred  him* 
■df  entirely  to  the  king's  order.  Henry  and  the  qneen  m^re  ar- 
able to  protect  their  favourite  minister,  and  he  was  oidered  le 
iMaishment  fbr  the  term  of  five  years.  He  embarked  for  Francet 
bot  was  intercepted  by  his  political  enemies,  and  was  beheaded  oft 
the  side  of  a  boat  in  the  year  14S0.  His  dnchess  aarvbed  him 
twenty-ive  years,  and  probably  passed  the  chief  part  of  her  widows 
bood  at  Ewelm,  in  the  church  of  which  village  she  lies  buried. 
He  also  left  a  son,  named  John,  who  married  Elisabeth,  the 
eUert  sister  ef  King  Edward  IV.  the  issue  of  which  marriage 
was  John,  Eart  of  lincolo,  whom  Richard  IIL  towards  the  end 
of  his  reign,  waa  desirous  of  having  considered  presumptive 
heir  to  the  crown.  The  politic  wish  of  Richard  proved  fatal 
tD  the  family  which  he  waa  inclined  to  adopt;  for  tiie  earl  re> 
belled  agidnat  Henry  YU.  and  was  slain  at  the  battle  of  Stoke. 
This  disaatrona  incident  sealed  the  ruin  of  hil  house. '  His  latimr 
shortly  died,  as  it  is  said,  through  grief;  and  his  brother  Edmun4i^ 
Earl  of  Suffolk,  fled  into  Flanders,  bot  was  inhospitablji  delivered 
to  the  English  king  by  the  Duke  of  Burgundy*  (ienry  promised 
to  span  hia  life,  and  he  vraa  true  to  the  promise;  but  be  cart 
bun  into  close  confinement  Through  all  the  long  reign  of  the 
seventh  Henry  the  Earl  remained  deprived  of  lvl>erty,  nnd  cheeedl 
ooly  by  a  hope  that  the  suoeession  of  a  new  monarch  Wouhi  fei^ 
Binate  hie  misery.  His  wees  did^  iodeed,  find  an  end  wbfin  Henry 
YIII,  assuoKd  the  sceptre;  but  Ihey  only  found  it  on  the  scafcU. 
The  king,  with  an  appalling  frigidness  of  easoistryj  fff^  ^^*t 
the  promise  awarded  by  the  crown  waa  not  hinditig  wbe};^  tb^  vegal 
trophy  encircled  a  new  brew;  and. he  removed,,  wi^^t^e  9t%e,  a 
More  rival,  whose  ambition  may  eaaily  be  fupposeii. Jk^  have 
nak  into  mdaneholy  beneath  the  presaure  of  so  Ipug  a  scfMon  of 
solitary  affliction.  . 

On  the  attainder  of  the  Earl  of  Lincoln  Ewelm  eaeheated  U 
the  Crown,  and  waa  by  Henry  YIII.  constituted  an  honour;  that 
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king  annexing'  to  it  several  other  manors,  among  which  was  WiT* 
linglbrd,  before  an  appendage  to  the  duchy  of  ConrwalK 
•  The  Manor-place  of  Ewelm  was  bnilt  by  William  De  la  Pole, 
Dake  of  Sniiolk,  about  the  year  1424.*  A  fragment  only  t«- 
fiiains  to  denote  its '  former  consequence ;  but  we  are  enabled  to 
ascertain  the  character  of  the  edifice  by  the  account  preserved  in 
Leland,  who  visited  the  spot  in  the  sixteenth  century.  ''  The 
Manor-Place  of  Ewelm  is  in  the  Valley  of  the  Village ;  the  base 
court  of  it  is  fitir,  and  is  builded  of  Brick  and  Tymbre :  the  inner 
part  of  the  House  is  set  within  a  hxr  Mote,  and  is  builded  richly 
of  Brick  and  Stone.  The  Hail  of  it  is  fair,  and  hath  great  Bam  of 
Iron  overthiiart  it  instead  of  cross  Beam&  The  pariar  by  is  ex- 
ceeding hir  and  lightsome,  and  so  be  all  the  Lodgings  there. 
The  common  saying  is,  that  Duke  John  made,  about  the  b^n* 
ning  of  King  Henry  VII/s  tyme,  most  of  the  goodly  Buildings 
within  the  mote.   There  is  a  right  fair  park  by  the  Manor-Place." 

A  subseiiuent  writer  aaya^  **  that  the  Roofs  of  all  the  best  Rooms 
are  riohly  garnished  with  Decorations,  as  Skenes  of  Thread,  IHir- 
eels  of  Cottpn,  Woolsacks,  and  several  Devices  relating  to  the 
Trade  of  Wool.'' 

It  seems  unlikely  that  Duke  John  shonid  make  any  important 
:^idditions  to  the  mansion  during  the  perturbed  state  of  his  fiunily 
-on  the  accession  of  Henry  VII.  Each  decoration  of  the  roofe  was 
l^irobably  a  r^us^  the  point  of  which  is  now  lost;  unless  we  can 
•anppose  that  ihe  founder  of  the  bnilding  allowed  woolsacks  sod 
cotton  to  be  introduced  \a  complimeni  to  his  father-in-law,  Tho- 
mas Chander,  Who  is  believed  to  have  been  engaged  at  one  period 
jof  hhi  Kfe  hi  mercantile  pursuits. 

Of  t!l^  the  **  fair  and  goodly  Pftlace'*  there  now  remains  only 
an  obhmg'  ]^oeo  of  building  on  the  sooth  side  of  the  site.  This 
was  used  as  a<  prison  during  the  civil  war  of  tlie  sevenieeath 
ceatnvy,  and  has  b^en  latterly  tenanted  by  a  few  antient  persons 
dependant  on  parochial  aid.  The  moat  is  no  longer  to  be  dis* 
cemed ;  and  the  park  has  bean  for  agas  throVn  into  aiiUe  enhi- 
vatiott. 

Th^ 
*  Baker*!  Chronicle* 


The  clUicdi  of  Ewelm  wm  rebailt  by  WillhUii  De  U  Pole  and 
Ui  dnelMM.  On  the  south  side  of  the  chancel  is  the  heautiM 
Moownent  of  Ibe  latter  personage^  Alice,  Dachess  of  Snffolk. 
Hcp  fignre  is  represented  recumbent,  and  is  executed  with  enib» 
sflDt  taste  and  delicacy.  Numerous  alabaster  angels  are  pboed 
aronod;  and' on  her  left  arm  is  the  badge  of  the  order  of  the 
gSKler.  The  epitaph  is  now  gone,  but  it  is  staled  by  Lifauid  to 
hafo  been  as  follows : 

Orate  pro  animl  sereniBiima 
principisMB  Alicia  Daci»«B 
SAflblchitt  hojos  eccletiai  patioiM 
ft  prinuB  fuiid«Crici»  hojns  oImbo-*- 
— «jDario,  tf^m  obiit  tO  die  mensis 
•  Mail  anoo  D'oi  1475,  liters  domi-^ 
— iiicali  A. 

It  ia  to  be  regretted  that  modem  taste  has  injured  the  fine 
warkmanship  of  this  monument,  by  various  eftrts  in  deansing, 
scnping,  and  daubing,  to  improve  the  comdiness  of  its  aspect 

Heut  the  monument  of  the  duchess  is  the  tomb  of  Thomas 
Chancer,  her  &ther,  and  Matilda,  her  mother,  whose  epitaph  is 
likewiae  gone,' bat  has  been  preserved  by  Leland : 

Hie  jacet  dominus  Thomas  Chaucer 

Arniiger,  qaondam  dn's  istius  vill» 

ct  Patronus  Ma»  ecclcsift,  qui  obiit 

18  die  ueittis  Norembrii  aimo  Oonioi 

1484.  et  Matildii  uxor  ejus, 

qB»  oImic  f8  die  Meaib  Apblis  anno 

Domiut  ti36. 

—^  • 

The  rectory  of  this  place,  with  a  canonry  of  Christchurch,  was 

tonexed  by  Jandes  I.  in  the  third  year  of  his  reign,  to  the  regios 

divinity  psofesswship  at  Oxford.    It  may  be  observed  that  the 

celebrated  Dr.  Prideaux  held  the  rectory  of  Ewelm  until  he  was 

nominally  advanced  io  the  bishopric  of  Worcester. 

An  ho^ital  waa  founded  at  Ewelm  for  thirteen  poor  men  and 

two  prieilB,  by  Duke  William,  and  his  wife  Alice.    On  this  they. 

2A2  bestowed 
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ImtowH  the  pwe  of  Gorff  H^tminni  leMBit^rtVil  "fm 
granted  by  Heiiry  VI.  in  I43a«  ^qftUing  Mb  •f  ikm,  tf  tbr 
fturyivor/  to  endow  the  eliurity  wilU  a  wiii  ao|  eicfodwf  ife 
.yearly  value  of  fiOO  marks :  tfae  pen^iiHiofi  ta  he  .ioeeiitentol, 
Md  to  have  a  eommon  aeaU  TUa  hospiial  nas  nrived  in  die 
^€f 9f  Ueiiry  VIU. afclwei^y  (Mmadaper an«nin.  King  Jmrnl- 
«ppeml«d  the  regins  diviaily  piiafeiMor  at  Oifiiid^  •goverim^  m 
master  of  the  institution. 

The  «ame  noble  benefoctore  likewise  endowed  a  Free-school  in 
the  village ;  but  this  charity  hsys  shared  the  fate  of  most  atteiDpts 
in  the  early  ages  to  impart  c^PCjgitiQtt  to  the  po«r  of  a  distant  day. 
Since  the  province^of  iastcuctioD  han  hepasae  enlarged,  the  salary 
proves  too  small  for  its  purpose^  and  sinka  into-*  sinecure. 

The  Ikeneild-street  pasetfd  near  Eweln ;  and^  in  the  viciaity 
of  that  Roman  way,  by  the  accidental  pressure  through  the  soil 
of  a  wi^goa  wholly  was  discovered  an  am  fall  of.c^n^  (roia'the 
date  of  Julinsk  C9j|ar,  Another  um,  emtiwiipg  c^ips  &w  ihft 
time  of  Tray^an,  was  iawA  at  the  distance  o(  Ivo  .miles.  finH»  the 
vUhige.*  Ewelm  gives  the  title  of  V iacouni  to  tbf  Earl  pf  M aa- 
clesfield. 

Bensington  (usually  pionoun9ed  Bevson)  is  two  aulef  north 
west  of  Ewelm.  Here  wan  an  ancient  British  town,  takea  from 
die  original  inhabitants  by  Ceaulin,  in  the  year  572*  The  west- 
Saxons  held  the  place  for  two  centuries,  and  appear  to  hafe  con- 
structed a  castle  for  its  defence ;  bi»t  it  was  at  length  reduced  by 
Offa,  the  powerful  king  of  the  Merciaim,  who  defeated  his  rival 
sovereign  in  a  sanguinary  contest.  To  the  west  of  the  chvrch 
are  a  bank  and  trench,  which  seem  to  have  been  of  a  square  Ibnn. 
Three  sides  of  the  embankment  are  now  much  de&ced;  biittht 
part  on  the  north  retaius  considerable  boldness.  Plot  mentions 
an  "  angle  of  King  Ofia's  palace  near  the  church;''  by  which 

he  probalily  alludes  to  the  same  spot    Hcanie  says  that  booea 

of 

*  On  Harcourt-HUl,  in  Ewelm- Warren.  Hesme  hM  given  mm  fK<i«Btor 
these  coins  in  his  Preface  to  "  Hemingi  Cbartnlariun,  Oif.  17fS."  lb* 
iaroe  writer  supposes  iliat  there  was  some  Roman  boilding  oa  this  spot. 
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•f  utt  tnd  honed,'  attd  old  spiir^  and  mrtapinis  liave  lieen  dugr  up 
is  Ite  ildgbliotirbood ;  but  do  relies  of  ady  Ititertot  liave  been 
JMelj  diteorefed. 

The  titbge  hr  silnaied  on  the  bi^h  road^  between  Dorchestet 
ttd  IfeMlebed;  and^seireral  modern  buildings  eVitiee  its  condittoA 
M  be  thrifhig.  The  chnrth,  which  is  remote  frotil  the  chief  part 
df  tbe  present  Tillage,  and  nearer  to  the  bank  6f  th6  Thames,  is 
6ottie,  and  has  been  bnllt  at  dlfibrent  times,  with  no  great  e^cie- 
nor  consistency.  The  toWer*  is  square,  with  an  elbbattled  para- 
pet, and  has  a'pinnacle  at  each  angle,  supported  by  a  fluted  stone 
pednaeBt  In  the  brick  flooring  of  tbe  nave  are  some  ancient 
sloses,  with  mutilated  brasses. 

A  Snnday-SolMMil  is  supported  by  a  subscription  among  the 
iafaabitants.  The  village  contains  a  meeting-house  for  Melhod- 
itls. 

Tbe  small  Tillage  of  BaiOHTWELL^  three  miles  Ax>m  B^nsing- 
too  on  tlie  north-east,  is  ornamented  with  the  mansion  of  William 
Lowades  Bloiie,  Esq.  The  inhabitants  of  this  place  had  the  rare 
aerit  of  preserving  religions  sobriety  in  the  most  trying  of  times ; 
fsr  Dr.  Plot,  dating  from  the  latter  part  of  the  seventceiith  cei^- 
tiry,  says,  that  **  there  has  not  been  known  any  such  thing  as  an 
•k-honse,  a  sectary,  or  sait  of  law  commenced  within  the  whole 
psrish  (which  is  of  a  large  extent,}  in  the  memory  of  man."  We 
csanot,  with  troth,  bestow  precisely  the  same  commendation  at 
present,  but  a  desirable  sentiment  of  mianimity  appears  still  to 
pverail  among  the  principal  residents.  The  parish  has  received 
censfdentble  advantage  from  an  enclosure,  which  took  place  in ' 
the  year  1800.  From  this  circumstance  225  acres  of  land,  before 
Mtirely  naeless,  have  been  subjected  to  profitable  cultivation. 

2  A  3  At 

*  The  whole  of  this  tower  is  modern.  Tbe  lower  division  was  bqilt  aboot . 
forty  years  back.  On  digging  the  Ibuudatiop  a  5toiic  coffin  was  found,  with 
*  l>€ad  place,  tbe  bead  I^ing  towards  the  south.  The  coffin  contuined  onl^ 
BOttld ;  but  MMite  were  willing  to  believe  that  h  had  fbrmerly  been  enriched 
k^the  bilwB  of  King  Otfa.— That  waiiike  monarch  was  buried  iu  a  chapel 
ttar  tbe  town  of  Bcdibrd, 
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At  BrUwM  (or  BrigkhoellJ  Prior,  ma  eztfnsiTe 
the  property  of  the  Weld  family,  has.  for  eome  yean 
pied  by  nmiB  of  the  order  of  St.  Clair,  driyen  irom  JP^wace  by  the 
horron  of  the  Reyolution.  These  ladies  are  aboai  twea^r&iw  a 
number,  and  are  chiefly  of  Eogliah  families.  Acoordiag  to  the 
rules  of  their  order  they  are  to  use  no  altireb«t  coane  flaanalp 
and  saboiM,  or  wooden  shoes ;  and  are  to  abstain  eotirel}  ^frsm 
animal  food.  Their  J)eds  should  be  of  straw.  Strict  ordinan^BS, 
hot  religious  enthusiasm  has  power  to  soften  the  hardest  pallei. 

And  thoogh  perchftnce  a  casual  tear 
Fall  for  the  convent  once  so  dear. 
Yet  sweet  contentment's  patitnt  smile, 
S^tll  grace  each  placid  cheek  the  while.* 

These  unfortunate  devotees  are  doomed  to  still  further  wan- 
derings :  the  proprietor  intends  to  reside  in  the  nmnsien,  and  the 
nuns  are  about  to  remove. 

.  Chalgroys  is  a  considerable  village,  distant  firom  the  town 
of  Watliogton  about  four  miles.  On  the  5th  of  January,  1797, 
during  a  tempest  of  unusual  violence,  the  steeple  of  the  viUago 
church  fell  to  the  ground.  Tbe  tower  contained  five  bells,  which 
were  all  broken,  but  no  person  was  hurt  by  the  alarming  havoc  of 
tbe  hour. 

Tbe  chief  interest  of  this  village  arises  from  the  contigaow 
district  termed  Ckalgrove  Field,  on  which  took  place  tbe  action 
fatal  to  the  bold  and  popular  Hampden.  The  battle  was  Imght 
on  Sunday  tbe  18th  of  June,  1643.  At  the  iutigatiwi  of  a 
Scotchman,  named  Urry,  Prince  Rupert,  with  a  chosea  party, 
issued  from  Oxford,  in  which  city  the  king  lay  Ibrtified,  en  the 
evening  of  Saturday  the  17Ui.  Under  cover  of  the  night  he 
penetrated  to  Wycombe,  and  there  soiled  a  large  booty  and  naBy 
prisoners.  He  then  ventured  to  attack  a  party  of  the  Pailia< 
mentarian  troops  quartered  at  Postcomb,  near  the  town  of  Thame, 
in  which  latter  place  the  Earl  of  Essex  lay  with  the  body  of  the 


*  WatliDgton-HUI. 
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^tHntumj.  He  was  again  succeiiafiil;  and  afterwards  atiuck. 
acRNi  Ibe  €nnntry  towards  Cbalgrovs^  having  planned  a  circnit- 
oQs  note  for  his  return  to  Oxford;  and  having  taken  the  precan- 
tiM  to  plant  ft  guard  at  the  bridge  of  Cbistlehanipton  to  ikvonr 
his  retreat. 

When  he  reached  Chalgrove  Field  it  was  eight  o'clock  in  the 
Boning,  aad  be  found  that  bis  measures  bad  not  been  sufficiently 
adroit  to  evade  pnrsnit  An  alarm  bad  been  commnnicated  to  the 
rebel  head-quarters  from  many  neighbouring  posts ;  and  troops 
were  quickly  assembled  to  give  chace  to  the  fugitives:  but,  in 
Uie  hurry  of  the  hour,  this  force  was  collected  without  method. 
The  strength  of  the  enemy  was  undervalued.  A  crowd  of  officers, 
vho  had  assembled  at  head-quarters,  refused  to  wait  for  their  re- 
apeetive  troops,  and  mounted  as  volunteers.  Rapidity  was  tlie 
chief  object  in  request,  and  those  who  were  first  ready  hurried 
ferwants.  The  Eari  of  Essex,  with  a  better  organized  force,  pre- 
pared to  follow ;  and  he  commanded  the  foremost  to  divert  the 
enemy  by  skirmisbing  until  he  was  able  to  advance  to  their  suc- 
ooor:  but  this  eommand  was  disobeyed.  Prince  Rupert's  troops 
had  partly  entered  a  Fane  leading  towards  the  bridge  when  bis 
parsBSfs  drew  near.  He  immediately  recalled  such  of  the  ad- 
vuoed  bands  as  had  not  prisoners  or  booty  in  charge,  and  drew 
up  his  men  on  the  open  field,  to  the  north-east  of  the  village  of 
Chalgrove. 

At  this  momentous  crisis  the  Earl  of  Essex  was  little  more 
than  a  mile  distant,  but  the  zeal  of  those  who  had  pressed  for- 
wards  wo«U  not  permit  them  to  wait  for  his  approach.  They 
sbsa^  CKoceded  the  prince  in  numbers,  and  they  attacked  him 
in  a  (ariooB  charge :  but  their  impetuosity  was  ruinous  to  their 
cuse.  Many  of  their  best  officers  were  slain ;  and  those  who 
nr? ived  were  compelled  to  retreat,  while  the  prince  pursued  his 
■arch  ti>  the  bridge  in  triumph. 

At  an  eariy  part  of  the  action  Hampden  was  struck  on  the 
ahoalder  with  a  brace  of  bullets,  which  broke  the  bone.  News  of  so 
ippertaat  a  circumstance  was  speedily  conveyed  to  Oxford.    One 
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of  the  ]>HB6ii«rs  taketi  io  the  actioti  averred,  "that  he  vi\ 
drnt  Mr.  Hampdeti  was  hart,  for  he  aaw  hiin  ride  off  llie  field 
before  the  action  was  done,  which  he  never  used  to  do,  with  hk 
head  hanging  down,  and  reating  hi»  hande  upon  tlie  neck  of  hii 
horse/'  The  intelligence  was  soon  confirmed,  and  the  rejoiciogi 
on  that  occasion  were  greater  than  thoae  fbr  the  Yictory.  It  u 
believed  that  on  receiving  bis  wound  he  repaired  to  WaUiagtoi 
(in  the  neighbourhood  of  which  town  resided  his  wife's  hWtv. 
He  was  afterwards  conveyed  to  Thame,  where  he  lingered  ii 
great  agony  for  nearly  three  weeks,  and  then  died. 

"  Many  men,*'  says  Lord  Clarendon,  "  observed,  that  tb 
field  on  which  the  la^  skirmish  was,  and  upon  which  Mr.  Hamf 
den  received  his  death  wound,  was  the  same  place  in  wbi^  b 
had  first  executed  the  ordinance  of  the  militia,  and  engaged  thi 
county,  in  which  his  reputation  was  very  great,  in  this  rebellien 
and  it  was  confessed  by  the  prisoners,  and  acknowledged  by  si 
that  upon  the  alarm  that  morning,  aHer  their  quarters  were  beste 
dp,  he  was  exceeding  solicitous  to  draw  forces  togetlier  to  porsi 
the  en^my ;  and^  being  a  colonel  of  foot,  put  himnelf  amon 
thoseborse  as  a  volunteer  who  were  first  ready  ;  and  that,  vhc 
>  the  prince  made  a  stand,  &1I  the  officers  were  of  opinion  to  sta 
till  their  body  came  up,  and  he  alone  (being  second  to  none  bi 
the  general  himself  in  the  observance  and  application  of  all  mev 
persuaded  and  prevailed  with  them  to  advance ;  so  violently  d 
his  fate  carry  him  to  pay  the  mulct  in  the  place  where  he  hi 
committed  the  transgression  about  a  year  before/' 

The  most  important  events  in  the  political  life  of  tMs  emim 
man  are  ton  well  known  to  need  formal  repetition ;  but  it  is  ii 
possible  to  contemplate  the  last  scene  of  activity  in  which  he  v 
engaged^  without  entering  into  some  sort  of  Biographical  E 
quiry. 

The  family  of  Hampden  are  supposed  to  have  been  original 
8axon,  and  they  were  seated  for  several  centuries  in  Buckii 
hamshire,  where  their  possessions  were  extensivew  Accordt 
to  the  extract  already  given  from  A.  Wood>  it  appeaiv  iik< 
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tkl  John  Hampden  r6o«iT«d  the  indinaitA  of  «diicalimi  at 
lime  School ;  ofter  whkh  be  went  to  Oxfi^rd.  •  On  qnittinip  the 
Oaiventty  he  removed  to  one  of  the  Inns  of  Court;  hnt  devoted 
his  time  rather  to  revelry  and  pleasure  than  to  the  study  of  the 
hnr.  A  sudden  change  was  effected  in  his  mode  of  life  by  the 
growing  ftnaticism  of  the  age.  He  restricted  his  familiar  eofr* 
vermtton  to  those  wlio  thought  gloom  a  ?irtne^  and  termed  in* 
tmeuX  indulgence,  licrace  ;  hot  his  natural  cheerfulness  was  not 
to  be  eonquered,  and  he  retained,  under  all  circurastiiices,  a  most 
B^teeMe  viTactty  of  manner,  and  an  undeviating  afikbility  ot  de- 
psrtnent 

He  sat  in  P^ament  while  young,  and  shewed  wisdom  by  de- 
chiing  to  enter  actively  on  the  senatorial  stage  during  periods 
of  inexperience.  He  first  attrscted  the  notice  of  the  public  by 
Hssing  to  accede  to  the  illegal  demand  for  Skip  Money,*  In 
this  refusal  lie  was  not  singalar.  Many  persons  as  obstinatelj 
rasisted  the  imposition  as  himself.  Suits  were  instituted  against 
all  the  refractory  parties  by  the  Crown  officers.  T)ie  Lord  Say, 
a  vehement  oppngner  of  the  measure,  openly  requested  that  prs- 
ceedings  might  be  enlbrced  against  him ;  but  the  Court  selected 
Hampden,  and  it  was  determined  that  his  cause  should  be  first 
heard  and  argued,  on  the  result  of  which  all  other  suits  should 
depend.  The  issue  is  well  known;  and  Irom  this  accident  of 
selection  ''the  eyes  of  all  men,''  to  use  the  words  of  Lor4 
Chtrendon, ''  were  fixed  on  Hampden,  as  their  PatriiB  Pater  J* 

The  public  attention  was  never  more  judiciously  directed. 
He  was  calculated,  by  the  natural  graces  of  suavity,  to  win 
aa  easy  approach  to  the  heart    He  had  acquired  the  art  of  im« 

penetrably 

*  A  irrit  was  directed  to  the  different  sheriffs,  orderins  them  to  provide  • 
ikip  of  war  for  the  king's  service ;  but  with  the  writ  were  forwarded  instruc* 
(ions  that,  instead  of  a  ship,  tlie  sheriff's  >huuld  levy  on  their  respective  cuon- 
lies  4  certain  sam  of  money,  to  be  returned  to  the  treasurer  of  the  navy  for 
his  Majesty's  nse.  The  suni  of  two  hundred  tboosand  pounds  was  annually 
pUeed  m  the  king's  cofiurs  by  this  Ux>  for  sbont  four  years. 


Sift 
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{MMlMUy  4it§;uiaiiigr1usmoiiT€8  and  purposes,  aad  had  tile  akiU 
of  infusing  his  own  opinions  while  he  nerer  oomniitted  himself 
by  a  verbal  .acquiescence  in  the  sentinents  of  others.  His  regu- 
lation of  tenper  was  so  entire,  that  he  cherished  apparent  ha- 
miiity  in  the  midst  of  popular  exaltation.  He  was  etoqueat,  ac- 
tive, and  enterprising. 

Between  the  period  of  his  first  introduction  to  notice,  and  that 
•f  the  open  rupture  between  the  king  and  the  Parliassent,  he 
said  little  in  public ;  but  appears  to  have  been  deeply  and  busily 
at  work.  With  him  are  supposed  to  have  originated  many  of 
those  strenuous  measures  which  led  to  so  great  a  tempest  in  the 
state  ^  bat  he  made  more  noisy  men  hb  tools,  and  seemed  to  re- 
serve himself  and  the  full  declaration  of  his  powers  for  some  crins 
worthy  the  energy  of  a  maater-i§;enins. 

After  the  king  accused  him  in  the  House  of  Commons  of  High 
Treason,  his  nature  acquired  a  novel  fierceness;  **  and  certainly," 
says  Lord  Clarendon,  "  when  he  drew  the  sword  he  threw  away 
the  scabbard." 

He  entered  on  the  civil  contest  as  a  colonel  of  foot,  at  the  head 
of  men  attached  to  his  person  as  well  as  to  his  principles,  and  wss 
engaged  against  the  royal  forces  at  Brill,  in  Buckinghamshire, 
audatEage-Hill. 

Hampden  is  a  favourite  character  with  historians  and  poets ; 
and  in  some  respects  he  is  deservedly  -so.  There  appears  no 
room  to  call  the  purity  of  his  intenlions  in  questien.  Lord  Cla- 
rendon insinuates  that  he  might,  at  any  rate,  have  been  reatrmined 
from  endeavours  "  to  subvert  the  royal  building,  if  he  had  been 
placed  as  a  principal  pillar  of  it;"  but  Clarendon  does  not  wish  to 
infer  that  favour  from  the  Crown,  even  at  the  earliest  part  of  na- 
tional disagreement,  would  have  been  likely  to  lead  him  into  any 
acquiescence,  contrary  to  the  dictates  of  his  conscience. 

All  Hampden's  expansive  good-sense  and  constitutional  vivacity 
do  not  appear  to  have  preserved  him  from  puritanical  infection. 
He  was  one  of  those  who  wished  episcopacy  destroyed  both  root 

and 
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laai^itMrttuaaiarMtoriiiWiiCwawJlifi^ 
the  piead«HreltgMvs  jargon  of  tke  age.  * 

AcconUng  to  the  charaotcr  dntwa  by  Gkrendoa  his  tdente 
were  traly  great  Bot  it  may  be  obacrred,  that  the  aaaartioa  of 
tUft  "  honest  chrooider''  is  Haapden's  sarest  passport  to  Oe 
admiiitioii  of  posterity,  in  regard  to  mental  powers.  His  adsail- 
soi  was  of  the  silent  natare,  that  depends  for  repnte  on  oontetfft* 
ponry  observation.  If  Clarendoo^  and  other  writers  of  that  era, 
bad  not  intoned  na  that  he  possessed  each  stupendous  resources 
of  adaA,  we  should  not  have  discovered  it  in  the  register  of  Ua 


His  peiBonal  courage  waa  undaunted*  and  worthy  of  the  noblo 
casse  in  which  he  was  engaged  $  for  we  are  warranted  in  believing 
tbat  patriotism  of  the  purest  descriptioD  induced  h^  to  nnaheatho 
bis  swoid.  Courage  is  the  only  military  virtue  that  he  had  w 
oppertaity  of  exhibiting.  He  died  when  he  was  young  in  arms. 
It  isevidwt  that  he  had  not  kamed  the  prudence  neooMary  lor  a 
itatioD  of  high  command. 

The  hour  in  which  Hampden  pcrforaied  the  last  act  of  aacrifice 
at  the  altar  of  liberty  was  in  every  shape  unpropitious  to  his 
gloiy.  He  rushed  forwarda  at  the  head  of  an  iU-oi^aoised  band* 
aod  bad  not  even  the  satisfaction  of  losing  in  the  shades  of  deatfi 
the  view  of  that  defeat  whicb  his  raahneas  had  prov6ked.  He 
was  oenstrained  by  mortal  suffering  to  /eui>e  ike^JSeid ;  and  he 
lu^gcred  for  weeks*  anu>ng  perishing  friends*  the  prey  of  all 
the  weakneaaca  to  which  nature  is  subject  in  progressive  diaso* 


The  spot  on  whkb  the  battle  of  Chalgrove  was  fought  baa  un- 
dergone 

•  A  jeang  Welshmui,  Mmed  Grii&tb«  *'  of  nopartt,  or  repatation,  bat  for 
fuiaiat  liccBCo/'  cndcavoored  to  omke  i  profit  of  conn  loTour,  and  solicited 
m  apponntneBt  ffom  tbo  queen.  On  meeting  with  a  refuMl  he  joined  the 
pDpnlor  pMty*  and  became  Tebemeat  in  profeMionfl  of  patriotism.  "  I 
mm  Mr.  HamfMlea*"  m^  Lord  Clarcadoa*  *'  shoitlj  after  this  discovery  take 
Giifttb  lo  hit  umh  ttUiaf  bim  kii  mtU  refneed  U  sec  ttet  God  had  pui  H 
«Me  hu  hurt  U  lAlt  the  right  way." 


dilfMie  KIOb  ahttPttioii.  The  loii  is  deep  tiid  Helivy.  Thelani 
tbnragh  vhich  Priuce  Rupert  vetrealed  ie  itairrew,  aed  pdiifts  i 
little  to  the  north  of  Chietlebamptefi.  Many  memorials  of  tfai 
cBDteel me  oceaiiensiny  turned  mf  by  the  plougrh.* 

.Near  Chelgrove  it  Hacely,  a  pariah  of  some  extent,  composed 
aeewdhigte  an  anetent  dtviBionf^  of  firar  parts;  Great  Hasefy,  t)n 
til»  mall  hamleta  of  Xilf/if  Hasefy  and  Laick/brd,  and  the  Ba 
,rmif  bfEkoi, 

The  name  of  this  parish  seems  eompoonded  of  the  Saxon  Hash 
aod  the  British  Ley ;  eignifyiH;  a  irild  uncultivated  spot,  orer 
run  tvith  hazels,  or  nut-trees.  Great  Hasely,  from  Mile  Crispin 
ia  whooi  it  waa  given  by  the  Conqueror,  eame  to  the  Bassets 
same  ef  irhich  family  were  liflerwatde  Beroiis  of  Ueadingtoo,  ti 
this  county,  and  of  Wyeembe,  in  Backs.  The  manor,  (with  tiiosc 
«/  Kittlington,  Aacet,  and  Phrton,)  passed  to  the  sou-in-lawof  the 
last  of  the  Bissela,  Roger  le  Bigod,  Earl  of  Norfolk.  On  th< 
dbalh  ef  eae  of  the  Bigida  withoM  issue,  in  the  reign  of  Ed- 
ward I.  the  manor  reverted  to  the  Crown,  and  was  by  Edwart 
beatewed  en  Themas  De  Brotherton,  his  filth  son ;  but  the  firs 
by  his  second  Queen,  Murgaret.  Aftef  various  transmissions  i 
bfecame  Tested  in  the  Pipardsf,  which  fiimrly  constructed  i 
spacious  manor  pbice  near  tTie  cliurch.  The  male  line  of  th( 
Pipards  being  quite  worn  but,  Edward  IV.  in  the  twenty-seconc 
year  of  his  reign,  liestowed  the  manor  place,  with  the  patronage 
of  the  rectory,  on  th^  dean  and  canons  of  Windsor ;  but  the  ma 
aorial  righta  passed  to  the  family  of  Lenthal,  in  consequence  of  i 
marriage  with  a  female  of  the  Pipards.  By  the  Lenthals  th< 
manor  was  sold  to  Sir  John  Gutler,  Bart,  well  known  for  his  en 
oouragement  of  science,  and  one  of  the  original  members  of  tb< 

Roys 

•  One  of  iImm  is  id  the  pAMetsion  of  an  imike«p«r  at  Wtllhigton ;— ^ 
.^rii  with  a  thre»-c<lged  blade,  the  handle  hoand  with  hone-littr.  AflMO] 
rtteerticleafcNiiid  ara  H^ukeU,  which  had  probably  been  prepared  bj  Prior 
RapcrC'a  party  for  the  conthigenciet  of  their  nocturtial  eScaraism. 

t  It  waa  obtained  by  the  Pipards  at  the  death  ot  Thoraat  ei  Woodrtoclc< 
Duie  of  Gloacettcr. 
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RoyalSociety.  Fcoo)  ibis  b^oimet  U  cam?  to  the  Earl  of  Jliid««r, 
by  wJion  it  was  «o)d  to  the  Blackall  family^  the  prevent  potr 
tcsiorB. 

The  e]i^;a&t,.  but  ill*faled«  Lelaii4  was  some  time  miviEter  ^f 
Hamly.  la  a  Md  oa  the  north-west  side  of  the  tillag^i  a  Hor 
maa  i^ni  was  ploaghed  up,  in  the  year  1723.  This  pla^  ooiir 
tuas  a  Free  School,  foamded  and  endowed  in  the  seveateeotb  c^a* 
tory. 

Littk  Haiely^  is  a  small  liam1et>.  built  .on  the  edfo  of  ^  gn^o* 
The  had  appendant  on  this  division  was,  likewise^  at  ti|e  Sn^itey^ 
tkepKoperty  of  Milo  Crispin;  and,  after  Tarioas  transmissiooi^ 
cune  to  Edmonii  BooHer,  Esq.  In  Lelaad's  tin^  Mr.  Barealtno 
bad  here  *'  a  fair  maoaion-house,  walks  ^$piarU  vperi$,  orcbsids^ 
aadpoeis.'' 

Lmdtford  eqntains  only  a  few  hoaaes,  and  probably  derives  ita 

same  from  the  ibrd,  or  passage,  that  ia  crossed  by  the  ivay  whieb 

leads  If  it  from  Great  Hasely.     The  property  was  long  with  a 

yooager  branch  of  the  Pipards.    The  founder  of  the  latchford 

branch  of  this  ancient  &mily  signalised  himself  againat.  the  Scots 

in  the  reign  of  Edwaid  III.     In  recompence  for  bta  sacvices  Ed« 

md  conferred  on  him  the  honour  of  Knighthood  ;  and  to  support 

the  dignity  he  bestowed  tho  manor  of  Latchford,  '*  to  be  held  of 

bis  fiitber  by  knight's  service/'    On  the  failure  of  male  hein^ 

the  belbre-mentioned  daughter  of  the  Pipards  carried  the  estate^ 

ia  the  reign  of  Edward  iV.  to  the  L^nthal  family*  * 

Ricot, 

•  For  nany  of  th«  abore  particolarB,  respecting  three  of  the  ancient  di* 
vision  of  Hasel)',  we  are  indebted  to  a  manuscript  b^f  the  Rev.  Mr.  0e  la 

This  writer  wai  born  it  Uately,  in  1690,  of  bumble  pareati,  and  waaaenC 
to  the  village  Free  SchrM>I>  among  the  other  poor  children  of  tlie  pariah. 
There  was  then  no  bonee  appropriated  to  the  manter,  aad  the  boys  were  taoght 
htUchefch.  In  plajMioora  he  improived  himself  in  reading*  hj  ooiining 
the  tmcripiient  en  the  tombs;  end  thu*  origiiMted  a  love  for  antiquiiiea.  He 
^erwtida  was  paTta  scliool  at  Gieal  Milton,  where  he  collected  au  aoconnf  of 
t^  MceetMva  rectors  and  curalea  of  ihat  parish.  In  1717,  after  having  vainly 
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Ricot,  According  to  Leiand,  *'  loQgid  to  one  Faleo  de  Ricote 
It  then  came  to  the  Qnatremains.  Richard  Quatreoiain  (who 
iBononie&t  ire  have  noticed  in  onr  account  of  the  Church 
Thame)  ''  was  a  merchant  >of  Ixtndon,  and  after  Custtimar  thei 
He  bnilt  a  goodly  large  Chapel  of  Ease  without  the  Manor  Pla 
of  Ricot,  and  (bunded  ther  two  Chauntry  Priests.  This  FoondatH 
was  hegnn  in  the  Reign  of  Henry  VI.  and  endowed  in  theReign 
Edward  IV.''  He  died  without  issue,  and  left  the  chief  of  li 
property  to  Richard  Fowler,  the  son  of  a  man  who  had  been  l 
clerk.  ThiK  Richard  dissipated  the  fortune  thus  easily  a 
quired;  and  the  estate  of  Ricot  was  purchased  by  the  Heron  f 
mily,  who  again  sold  it  to  Sir  John  Williams,  afterwards  Ixm 
WiHiams  of  Thame.  In  the  person  of  Sir  Henry  Norris,  wi 
married  the  youngest  daughter  of  Lord  Williams,  Ricot  was  ooi 
stituted  a  barony.  Queen  Elizabeth  creating  him  Lord  Norris  i 
Ricot.  His  daughter  and  grand*daiighter  were  ladies  Baroness  li 
courtesy.  Jamea  Lord  Norris,  Baron  Norris  of  Ricot,  bad  tl 
earldom  of  Abingdon  superadded  to  that  title,  both  which  honou 
his  descendant  now  enjoys. 

Ricot  Park  is  an  extensive  domain,  desirably  adorned  with  a 
alternation  of  wood  and  water.  The  mansion  has  been  recent! 
polled  down  by  order  of  the  present  Earl ;  but  the  chapel  n 
mains,  and  has  been  repaired  to  continue  as  a  place  of  hnrial  fi 
the  fttrotly  ;  nor  are  the  grounds  yet  disparked.  The  boose  i 
lately  destroyed  was  partly  built  by  John  Lord  Williams  of  Tham 
and  had  the  honour  of  twice  receiving  Queen  Elizabeth.    Oni 

wh 

eiideaTOorcd  to  obtain  tbe  mastership  of  Hasrlj  Free  School,  he  coniiiicae« 
a  private  academy  on  a  iinited  scale.  He  waa  subaeqiteiuly  aMitec  of  tl 
acbool  at  Stoken-churcb;  and,  liavtng  entered  into  UoJj  ofdcn(>  becanf  cwbJ 
of  Fingeit,  Bocks,  and  vicar  of  Great  Milton. 

Ha  cooipiled  a  History  of  Uasely,  which,  if  printed,  would  make  aboot  oi 
qoarto  volume.  His  papers  were  purchased  by  the  late  Mr.  Googb,  at  i\ 
sale  of  a  Mr.  Cooper  of  Henley,  and  are  now  in  tbe  Bodleian  Library.  He  m\ 
pean  to  have  possessed  invincible  industry ;'  but  he  was  unfortuoate  in  hsviu 
•elected  a  subject  of  very  limited  interest. 
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she  vas  condacted  here  by  Lord  Wiliiams  and  Sir  Henry  Beding- 
fielJ,  vhen  on  her  vay  to  Woodstock  as  a  prisoner.  On  the  ne^ 
eond  occasion  she  Tolnntariiy  visited  the  seat,  on  quitting  Oxford, 
is  the  year  1592. 

The  Tillage  of  Nettlebbd  is  on  the  high  road,  at  the  distance 
of  fire  miles  from  Henley.  4  *P^^  about  half  a  mile  to  the 
Dorth-east  of  the  village^  on  vhich  stood  a  windmill  till  vilhin 
the  last  thfee  years,  is  said  to  be  the  highest  ground  south  of 
the  Tweed.  Bat,  although  the  Tillage  is  built  on  so  eleTSted  a 
site,  the  inhabitants  are  plentifully  supplied  with  water  by  a  land 
Rpring,  which  oozes  forth  with  extreme  deliberation/  but  has  not 
been  known  to  fail  even  in  the  driest  summer. 

The  whole  of  Nettlebed  has  a  pleasing  and  romantic  aspect 
At  the  entrance  from  the  London  side  is  a  tall  maypole.  The 
church  b  a  small  and  unassuming  structure,  with  a  square  towtf , 
or  turret,  the  roofing  of  which  declines  towards  the  north  and 
south.  Moritz,  the  amiable  German  traTeller,  who  Tentured  to 
proceed  alone  and  on  foot»  through  several  English  counties, 
without  acquaintance,  and  with  but  Tery  little  of  that  circulating 
medium  which  acts  as  an  efficient  substitute  among  innkeepers 
for  birth,  quality,  and  connexion,  passed  a  day  and  night  at 
Nettlebed,  and  has  bestowed  an  extraneous  interest  on  the  Til- 
lage by  the  blended  simplicity  and  sensibility  of  his  remarks. 
He  m-as  enchanted  with  the  fine  prospects  commanded  by  the 
neighbourhood,  and  the  rustic  inn  realized  to  his  view  the  pic- 
lures  drawn  by  our  great  Novelist,  Fielding. 

His  notice  of  the  church  merits  transcription :-»"  Nothing  can 
possibly  be  more  simple,  apt,  and  becoming,  than  the  few  decora- 
tions of  this  building.  Directly  over  the  altar,  on  two  tables,  in 
large  letters,  Uie  ten  commandments  are  written.  There,  surely, 
is  much  wisdom  and  propriety  in  thus  placing  full  in  the  view  of 
the  people  the  sum  and  substance  of  all  morality.  In  the  body 
•f  the  church  I  saw  a  marble  monument  of  a  son  of  the  cele* 
9  brutcd 
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brated  Dr.  Wallis,  with  the  following  •imple  and  •flMing  'v^ 
scriptioD :  s. 

The  same  good  sense  which  qualified 
Hiin  for  every  public  employment. 
Taught  bim  to^peml  hit  life  here  in 
Retirement." 

Oliver  de  Standford  held  considerable  lands  in  Ntttlebed  b] 
the  Sergeantry  of  the  office  ofSpigwmel,  or  Sealer  of  the  King'i 
Writs  in  Chancery.  * 

Near  the  villa§;e  is  Joyce  Grove,  the  residence  of  Tboma! 
Toovey,  Esc^.  This  spot  was  honoured  with  a  visit  from  Wil- 
liam III.  but  the  site  was  probably  too  elevated  to  allow  of  hii 
usual  expression  when  much  pleased :  "  This  place  is  truly  <lo- 
lightful :  I  could  live  here  for  thrte  days.''  Queen  Anne  tisc 
«iiice  dined  at  Joyce  Grove. 


DORCHESTER  HUNDRED 


Is  separated  from  Ewelm  by  the  river  Thame;  and,  in  regar 
to  soil,  is  in  the  district  of  miscellaneous  loams.  This  haodre 
at  the  time  of  the  Conquest  was  much  more  extensive  than  i 
present;  which  circumstance  was,  perhaps,  not  owing  to  an 
scantiness  of  population  in  the  neighbouring  districts.  Tl 
country  was  divided  iuto  hundreds,  while  Dorchester  conslituU 
a  splendid  and  powerful  see.  The  Bishop,  for  the  convenient 
of  his  courts,  might  cause  the  hundred  to  be  rendered  so  coi 
preheusive  as  to  embrace  the  chief  of  his  local  property.  Afl 
the  Conquest  the  See  was  removed  to  Lincoln,  and  the  Bish< 
of  the  newly-formed  dioceso  probably  requested  the  formati< 
of  a  fresh  hundred  (that  of  Thame)  for  his  own  accommod 
tion. 

Dorchester  hundred  now  consists  of  the  hamlet  of  Fifield,  a 

t 
^  filount't  Tenurei. 


r 
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Htf  MMnrifig  patisl)^^ :  Burcott;  Chistfehamptpn ;  Cliftmi-hamp* 
d^rVufham;  Dorchester;  Drayton;  Southstoke,  with  the 
lAerfy  hf  Woodcot ;  and  Stadhampton.  The  lordship  is  yestei 
is  the  Earl  of  Abingdon. 

11^' money  raised  for  the  assistance  of  the  poor,  in  1803,  was 
1B963I.  6d.  ^d.  which  forms  an  average  of  three  shillings  and  six- 
pence three  farthings  in  the  pound. 

DoWbHESTER/ though  now  humble  in  buildings,  and  depending 
fcht^y  (or  its  precarious  resources  on  ihe  tr&ffic  of  the  high  roa4 
on- which  it  is  situated,  was  formerly  a  place  of  great  interest 
and  distinction.  Its  consequence  it  owed  to  ecclesiastical 
•plebdouf ;  aiid,  when  the  pomp  of  episcop&t  diguity  was  re« 
iBoved,  no  local  circumstances  existed  to'  stimulate  enterprise, 
or  to  ensote  the  attainment  of  affluence  to  the  exercise  of  in- 
dwlry. 

Dorehester  is  termed  by  Bede  Civitas  Dorcinia,  By  Leland 
H  is  called  Hydropolis  ;  "  a  name,''  says  Camden,  "  of  his  own 
iorenting ;  but  proper  enough ; '  Dour  signifying  in  Britain 
"  water."  The  circumstances  of  situation  do,  indeed,  wanant  this 
hatihA  character  of  epithet.  The  Thame  flows  near  the  town  on 
the  east,  and  the  grand  stream,  so  arbitrarily  denominated  Isis^ 
00  the  west  A  junction  takes  place  between  the  two  at  no 
great  distance.  On  the  site  of  this  town  was  a  Roman  station^ 
pmbaMy  of  extent  and  importance;  and  the  place  seems  to 
have  retained  some  notoriety  during  the  ages  immediately  en* 
soii^ ;  but  it  did  not  reach  the  height  of  its  prosperity  till  the 
seventh  century,  when  Birinus,  who  was  sent  from  Rome 
by  P€»pe  Honorius  to  convert  the  West  Saxons,  is  said  to 
bare  here  finit  preached  to  them  the  gospel.  Birinus  had  al« 
ready  baptized  Ctnegils,  King  of  that  people,  on  which  occa» 
aioD  'Okwald,  King  of  Northumberland,  attended  as  God-sib,  or 
God>lather;  and  the  two  kings,  according  to  Bede,  gave  the 
hialiop  this  town  for  the  foundation  of  an  episcopal  see,  in  bo- 
aoar  of  the  ceremony.  The  see  was  long  of  gigantic  mag- 
■ticeocD,  oooprisbg  the  two  lai^e  kingdoms  of  the  West  Saxons 
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and  Mercian*.  Twenty  bishops  xat  here  in  ahioat  Bsppl  gisi 
deur ;  and,  though  seven  bish^prios  were  at  length  takep  oat  i 
it,  the  see  still  continued  the  largest  in  England,  tillabostH 
year  1066,  when  Remigins  removed  it  to  Lincoln. 

During  the  periods  of  its  weialth  and  dignity,  the  city  w«  tl 
seat  of  eouncil  with  several  roonarchs;  but  sufiered  mpeh  tarn  tl 
incorsons  of  various  contending  parties. 

At  the  period  of  the  Norman  Survey  there  were,  here  "  oae  ha 
4red  hides,  save  ten.  Of  these  the  bishop  had  in  hit  him  six' 
hides,  save  one  virgate ;  and  the  knights  thirty  hides  and  o 
jvirgate  of  land.'' 

When  Remigins,  under  William  I.  removed  the  see  to  LineoJ 
this  town,  according  to  Malmesbnry,  who  lived  at  that  pcri( 
was  small  and  ill-peopled ;  yet  "  the  majesty  of  the  ehm^  ^ 
great»  either  by  the  antiquity  of  the  building,  or  the  dihgoies 
such  as  had  lately  repaired  it."  From  Malmesbnry's  ststeai 
it  is  evident  that  the  chief  splendour  of  Dorchester  was  tonh 
to  the  early  Saxon  ages,  and  that  the  place  was  not  able  to  i 
cover  from  the  various  ravages  committed  by  the  Danes*  Ah 
the  reign  of  Edward  III.  the  town  gained  some  aocesaion  of  o 
sequence  from  the  construction  of  a  bridge  over  the  river  Thai 
Until  this  period  the  great  road  had  passed  thro^h  Wallingft 
The  traffic  was  now,  propitiously  for  Dorchester,  divided; 
the  inhabitants  fiuled  to  derive  any  important  advantages  fi 
the  circumstance ;  and  both  Leland  and  Camden  describe 
place  as  destitute  of  trade,  and  reduced  to  the  cliani^er  c 
village. 

The  town  was  formeriy  encempassed  by  a  wall,  whicb  Hei 
traces  through  its  whole  progress,  *'  from  Walfy,  kalf  a  i 
north  from  the  church  by  the  M>ej  spring  called  Collwell,  at 
same  distance  from  the  town,  whenhe  places  a  fort.  On 
east  is  the  village  of  Warborongh.*  The  waHa  rwa  beli 
Overey;  thence  south,  where  the  great  road  now  is,  futi 


*  Gongli  Mibiaiti  0  qf^W  ••  10  wbollitr  Uaiiiilli^  wet  aot 
4€  iroi6#rMfft. 
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MwptMtttltowii^aflasooiitoDsrkeHiUi.''    The  Imnaaliou  of 

tk  Witt  are  ttiH  freqaently  tunied  vp  hj  the  ploogk  in  aeveral  of 

the  aboTe  direetioDS,  aud  maay  other  vestiges  of  hmer  conse* 

qienoe^  though  in  the  kst  and  most  obseore  stale  of  deeay>  are 

Ukewme  diieoTend>le.     Heame>   in  his  acooont  of  some  anti* 

qiitMS  betveen  Windsor  and  Oxfwd,  aays  "  that  we  are  sore^ 

cres  after  Uie  Conqvest,  there  were  at  leiut  foor  churches  here^ 

three  of  which  stood  on  the  sooth,  and  soath*west  sides  of  the 

AUsy  Chnrch.^'    The  g;reeter  part  of  this  assertion  appears  to 

k  fcnaed  only  on  traditionary  authority ;    tibt,  from  the  eon 

tvriag  testimony  of  many  ancient  writers,  there  undoohtedly 

ven  several  ehnrches  in  Dorchester  dnring  the  periods  of  its 

gKstcst  prosperity^    On  the  north  of  the  town,  and  on  the  right 

ksd  of  the  Oxford  road,  in  a  sqnafe  piece  of  groand,  termed  the 

fana-Field,  ssay  now  be  traced,  in  dry  snmmers,  the  fbnndatiotti 

ol  a  hoilding,  which,  by  standing  dae  east  and  wert ;  and  by  the 

propsrtions,  nppeara  to  haTo  been  one  of  these  stractnres.* 

On  tbe  sonth  side  of  the  present  church  stood  a  castle,  of  which 
tvery  iragment  has  now  disappeared.  The  road  evidently  de« 
nated  townids  the  site  of  this  building  till  the  latter  part  of  the 
past  century ;  and  tradition  yet  beatowa  an  allusive  name  on  thf 
ipot 

To  the  aooth  of  the  town  in  a  circular  field,  which  Browne 
ViUis  sopposea  to  have  been  an  amphitheatre;  and,  nearly  con^ 
l%«Ma^  is  a  farm-house,  called  Bishop't  Court,  and  the  GyUt. 
On  thia  latter  spot  the  bishop's  palace  formerly  stood ;  and,  in 
Hearae's  time,  conaiderable  traces  of  foundation  remained.  On 
^  nsrth  side,  at  the  distance  of  about  half  a  mile  from  the  town» 
Miomeditchea,  callediltf£M^4f,or  ^//JDitcA  Amib.    The 

S  B  2  wori 

*  "  Fooodatioaf  of  one  of  tlic  chorcbet/'  Mys  Gougb,  in  his  «ddiiiont 
to  Ctaden,  "  might  be  teen  as  yon  turn  op  to  the  bridge,  in  tbe  gardens  cf 
^  clerk's  house."  We  rsamined  the  premises  in  which  it  seems  likely  that 
^  Parish  derk  lived  et  the  period  of  Goo^h's  visit;  but  could  not  discorer 
^  trtoM  of  each  foundations.  Tbe  cross  mentioned  by  Googhas  standing 
■  (W  loot  of  tbo  bridge,  wsf  taken  down  abont  thirty  yean  back. 
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word  All  seems  a  perteEsion  of  Old,  and  the  ditdies  ar^,  |irobibl]r, 
th^  remaiiM  of  some  fcrtificatioii  made  during  the  ^Irngglei  be- 
Iween  the  Eoglish  and  the  Danes. 

Bat  the  most  interesting  relic  of  past  ages  is  contained  in  thi 
extensive  einbankment  termed  Dyke  HiiUt.  This  is  a  double  in 
trenchment,  about  three  quarters  of  a  mile  long,  on  the  sootl 
fnde  of  the  town.  The  banks  are  twenty  yards  asunder  at  bot 
torn ;  and  the  perpendicular  height  is  about  twenty  feet  Th 
river  Isis,  in  conjunction  with  the  Thame,  assumes  sone  re 
semblance  «f  a  bow  in  this  part  of  the  neighbourhood  of  Dot 
ehester,  and  ^e  intrenchment  ranges  froro  point  to  point,  i 
the  string.  The  Dyke  might,  therefore,  have  been  readily  fiUe 
with  water,  and  such  an  inundation  does,  in  fact,  casually  tak 
place  when .  the  river  overflows  its  bounds.  A  road  crosses  th 
banks  near  the  west  end ;  and,  having  passed  the  river,  proeeed 
vp  a  hill,  pointing  to  Sinodun  Camp. 

The  conjectures  are  various  concerning  the  period  at  whk 
these  intrenchments  were  constructed.  Plot  very  properly  ^ 
clines  to  suppose  that  they  formed  any  part  of  a  Roman  ws) 
but  thinks  "  them  rather  a  fortification,  such  as  P.  Ostorios,  pr 
prsrtof  here,  in  Britain  under  C^laudius,  is  said  by  Tacitus 
have  made  on  the  rivers  Antona  and  Sabrina;  or  else  some 
the  outworks  of  the  fortifications  on  Long  Wittenhan  Hill," 
mile  and  a  half  distant,  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river, 
Berkshire)  "  which,  perhaps,  was  the  Sinodunnra  of  the  ancic 
Britons."  Dr.  Stnkely  iancies  them  a  British  Cursus ;  and  otl 
writers  ascribe  them  to  the  Mercians.  Gough  fbrbears  to  spc 
^ith  decision,  but  says  "  that  they  may  have  been  outworks 
the  station  here ;  or  may  have  belonged  to  King  Ethelatan,  i 
of  Edward  the  Elder,  who  guarded  the  town  against  the  Dan 
and  in  958,  held  a  council  in  Dorchester."  If  we  adopt  the  f 
mer  notion,  and  believe  the  works  to  be  Roman,  we  may  obsci 
in  support  of  our  opinion,  that  a  Roman  road  is  said  to  h^ 
led  to  a  ford  at  a  smnll  distance,  near  Shilliugford,  where  p 
and  beams  have  been  taken  up.     A  considerable  tract  of  lane 
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the  adjacency  of  the  Dyke  Hills  lias  been  recently  put  nnder  the 

ploQgb,  and  some  Roman  coins,  though  not  many,  hare  been 

turned  up. 
Near  the  termination  of  the  intrenchment  *  is  a  spot  called 

Cmygere,  which  Heame  thought  the  aiite  of  a  royal  mansion. 

Dorchester  and  its  immediate  neighbourhood  have  afforded  an 
aboudant  harvest  of  Vvins  and  Relics,  Roman  money  of  gold, 
silver,  and  brass,  from  Julius  Caesiir  to  Heraclius,  is  discovered 
ID  unusual  plenty.  Several  other  articles  of  Curiosity  are  thus 
J^oticed  by  Gough : 

"  In  a  garden  behind  the  church  was  dog  up,  in  1736,  a  small 
ring  of  the  purest  gold,  inscribed  with  the  year  of  Birinus' 
consecration,  636.  In  it  was  set  a  cornelian,  the  figure  on  which 
was  supposed  a  mitre  on  an  altar,  or  pillar,  by  the  late  Mr. 
dilion,  a  proctor  of  the  University  Court,  and  rector  of  St.  Cle- 
ments, Oxford,  to  whom  the  ring  was  given,  and  who,  after  re* 
fising  twenty  guineas  for  it,  left  it  to  Mr.  Applegarth,  school* 
master,  f 

"  In  1731,  was  dng  up  a  small  altar,  with  the  following  in- 
Bcription,  remarkable  for  the  mention  of  the  Cancelli,  which 
Mr.  Ward  supposes  Rails  to  inclose  it  as  an  altar  for  Pray^ 
«Dly,  and  not  for  sacrifice,  it  having  no  JFocu;  .- 

I.    O.  M. 

ET    NMINB.    AVG. 

M.     \AR.    SEVERVS 

B.  CoS 

ABAM.  CVM 

CANCELLIS 

D.     S.     P. 

^  At  Hie  west  rad  of  the  toutb  banks  were  fcrund,  some  time  back,  a 
ilelcton,  a  mattock,  and  part  uf  a  croM.  The  boots  possiblj  were  those  of 
Mtte  Eremite,  wha  had  6xed  his  meUncboljf  sedasion  near  thii  spot. 

f  This  ring  is  nuw  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Philips,  a  carpenter  at  Wal* 
\aifford,  Berks. 
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L  e.  Jovi  Optimo  maximo 

ct  numinibtts  Augastis 

Marcus  Valerius  Severm 

Beneficiariiis  consulis 

Aram  cum 

Cancellis 

De  sue  posuit. 


**  There  haTe^  also^  been  found  urns  and  lacry materiel ;  tea 
aellated  payements;  and  part  of  the  shoes  and  cope  of  gdi  le* 
tiier  of  a  bishop,  falsely  supposed  St.  Birinus,  for  his  body  wi 
remoTod  by  Bishop  Headda  to^^io€hester.  Many  of  the  tbisg 
found  here  have  the  marks  of  fire,  vhich  some  Huppose  to  bav 
occasioned  the  removal  of  the  see  to  Lincoln/'  A  part  of  i 
crosier  has,  likewise,  been  lately  taken  from  the  bed  of  the  rive 
Thame. 

In  the  year  ]  140,  Alexander,  the  munificent  Bishop  of  Liucob 
founded  here  an  abbey  of  black  canons.  A  part  of  this  buiUisf 
comprising  a  massive  front  wall,  and  a  portion  of  an  arthi 
doorway,  still  remains,  and  nearly  ad}oins  the  present  chord 
Some  humble  additions  have  been  made  to  render  this  fragnie] 
tenantable,  and  it  is  now  occupied  by  the  master  of  a  school  I 
stituted  by  the  Fettiplaoe  family,  for  the  education  of  aix  boj 
sons  of  the  labouring  poor  of  the  parish.  The  master  has 
salary  of  ten  pounds.  •  At  the  Dissolution  the  abbey  founded  1 
Bishop  Alexander  was  valued,  accordiifg  to  Tanner,  at  2191.  p 


Dorchester  has  now  only  one  church,  but  that  is  a  spacio 
and  handsome  building.  In  the  opinion  of  Warton  no  pi 
of  the  edifice  is  older  than  the  reign  of  Henry  III.;  and,  firom  t 
eharacter  of  architecture,  there  is  reason  to  believe  thai  tl 
opinion  is  <M>rreet,  although  it  would  certainly  appear  snrprisi 
that  a  prelate  of  so  magnificent  a  spirit  as  Alexander  sho« 
leave  the  abbey  of  his  founding  destitute  of  a  suited  place 
PiCerdotal  cerepnony.     A  great  part  pf  the  present  pile  vi 

•ri^^iaall 


•figfttlly  %bt  akbey  ehorchy  to  wkkb  was  miUii  tKcf  ptfoeliitf 
pliMof  woreliip.    "  Since  t&^  siippi^essioit/'  ssy*  Leland,  "  om 

;  a  great  rich  maD,  dwelling  in  the  tdwii  of  Dorchetler, ' 

boif  iittkeMat  part  of  tbe  chjirth  for  1401.  aod  gave  H  to  aagttie&t 
tlMptriibelrarch/' 

This  TeaeraMe  pile  has  a  wpore  and  weighty,  but  rather  low, 
vest  tower,  with  a  tarret  at  tbtee  of  the  angles,  and  an  embattled 
pinyet  at  the  top.  Near  to  the  porch  of  entrance,  and  adjaient 
to  the  remaina  of  the  abbey,  is  a  projection  of  atone- woiIl^  which 
coDtaioa  four  pointed,  but  vacant,  recesses.  In  the  chnrch-yard^ 
Mt  (kr  distant  from  the  diTision  of  bnilding  thns  ornamented 
vith  nrdiea,  is  a  mutilated  cross;  the  shaft  taper,  and  threa 
rtag«ii  of  kneeling  places  at  the  base.  On  the  north  side  of  the 
ehvftfa  are  tiio  traces  of  a  cloister,  which  formed  a  commnnicatioQ 
vith  the  abbey  by  a  door  at  the  weat  end  of  the  north  aisle^  noW 
stopped. 

The  interi<v  of  the  building  is  serenty-seven  yards  from  east  to 
vest,  by  aeventy,  in  width,  including  the  aisfes;  and  the  height 
a^i  fifty-five  feet  The  whole  is  divided  by  two  rows  of  Gothic 
vches,  and  atpreaent  consists  of  a  nave,  chancel,  and  north  and 
MMth-atslea.  Both  the  aisles  have  distinef  nufffcs  of  ui  altar,  and 
places  for  tbe  holy  water,  &c.  at  the  east  eod. 

The  muUions  of  the  north  window  of  the  present  chancel  are 
carved  to  represent  a  tree  of  sacred  genealogy.  At.the  root  lies 
the  prostrate  figure  of  Jesse,  and  from  his  body  the  tree  is  nuide 
to  proceed.  On  the  branches  are  carved  twenty-four  figiirea ;  and 
at  tbe  top,  beneath  a  rise  of  flowers,  was  a  figure  of  Jesus,  long 
lince  removed.  There  are,  likewise,  sixteen  figures  painted  on 
tke  gla«,  fifteen  of  which  have  a  name  appended. 

In  the  conapartments  of  the  great  east  window,  over  the  corn- 
■onioa  table,  are  various  paintings,  describing,  in  the  old  Saxon 
*tyle,  diflerent  passages  in  the  History  of  Birinus.  These  cu« 
nous  relica  of  early  church-decoration  were  formerly  in  tbe  north 
vindow  of  the  nave;  but  were  removed,  about  four  yeara  back,  to 
thnr  preaent  aitnation,  under  the  superiiitendance  of  Captain  Ken* 
actt,  theft  rcaiding  at  the  contiguous  parsonage  house.    The  oc* 
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cfsion  of  remoTal  iras  ihe  danger  ifom  wantonncM  to  which  thi 
gjaaif  was  exposed ;  and  much  taate  has  been  eTinced  in  the  mod< 
of  their  novel  arrangement. 

.  Under  the  south  window  of  the  chancel  are  fonr  canopied  r« 
cesses,  divided  only  by  slender  square  pillars.  Three  of  then 
were  probably  intended  for  the  reception  of  the  priest,  deacon,  aw 
snb^deacon,  during  some  parts  of  the  high,  or  solemn,  maaa  wbict 
was  performed  in  the  chancel.  The  fourth  contains  the  Piicm 
u^d  for  the  washing,  or  purifying,  of  tbe  hands;  and  aaothei 
receptacle  for  water. 

The  compartments  of  glass  immediately  above  are  filled  witl 
paintings,  one  of  which  has  the  inscription  Sanctus  Birmmt  *  uih 
der  the  figure  of  a  bishop  receiving  a  cross  from  a  king,  anothei 
king  standing  behind.  This,  probably,  represents  the  iavesti* 
ture  of  Diriniis  by  Cinegils,  at  which  Oswald,  King  of  Northum* 
berland,  assisted.  The  colours  of  this  curious  litUe  piece  are  ricli 
apd  vivid. 

The  chancel  within  the  rails  is  paved  with  glazed  tiles,  and 
the  wall,  on  both  sides,  has  been  painted  with  various  emblenmU< 
cal  figures. 

,The  whole  of  these  pictorial  embellishments,  have  been  lon^ 
whitened  over:  but  the  design  may  be  easily  traced  tbrongl 

fissorei 

*  fiirinps,  according  to  Dede,  was  esteemed  a  roiraclc  of  sanctity  bj  tiM 
people  whom  he  had  conrerted.  Camden  obserres,  that  the  rery  old  poet«  wh( 
wrqte  his  life  in  Latin  verse,  honours  him  with  commendatory  lines*  which 
translated,  stand  thus : 

A  nobler  theme  than  Hercules  of  old. 

Or  Macedonia's  King  ;  of  one  we're  told 

How  he  his  foes  to  just  destrnction  hurl*d. 

And  of  the  other  that  he  wan  the  world. 

Both  these  Birinus  did  ;  for  he  obtained  ) 

Victory  o'er  both,  and  then  a  greater  gain'd  > 

Over  himself  j  and  conquer'd.  Conqueror  reign'd.  j 

The  author  of  the  History  of  Alcliester  at  the  end  of  Kennel's  Parodud 
Antiquities,  mentions  a  round  hill  on  which  a  shrine  was  erected  to  St  Birinosi 
and  to  which  the  superstitious  resorted  for  miraculous  succour  when  their  est- 
tie  were  distempered.      *  • 
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fimm  nade  by  time  in  the  coyering.  Uoni^  griffini,  and  yari- 
ow  faotastical  effigies,  which^  if  they  ha?e  not  an  heraldic 
meaning  are  trifling  and  misplaced,  if  ere  the  only  subjects  sub- 
mitted to  the  seTerity  of  the  white-washer's  brush. 

On  the  third  pillar  from  the  entrance  of  the  church,  a  pillar  now 
that  from  tiie  nave  by  a  recent  inclosnre,  is  a  carving  called  the 
five  foolish  virgins.  This  has  evidently  formed  the  bracket  to  a 
Matae.  The  sculpture  is  much  obliterated,  and  the  design 
Msreely  to  be  ascertained.  The  "  virgins"  are  in  various  pos* 
tores,  niting,  kneeling,  and  crouching.  Over  the  shoulders  of 
each  seems  the  rude  representation  of  a  veil ;  and  to  one  is  united . 
a  small  figure,  which  Googh  calls  "  an  angel  sounding  a  trum- 
pet." This  baby-semblance  is  unattired,  and  we  could  not  per- 
ceire  any  vestige  of  a  musical  instrument.  Perhaps  some  exa- 
luaers  might  be  tempted  to  believe  the  whole  intended  as  a  satiro 
oa  an  order  of  nuns  that  chanced  to  be  objectionable  to  the  black 
csBOBs  of  St.  Augustine. 

Tbe  church  of  Dorchester  is  mournfully  affluent,  through  all  its 
precincts,  in  the  ashes  of  exalted  churchmen,  and  other  persons  of 
important  rank. 

'  On  the  south  side  of  the  church,  in  a  part  separated  from  the 
•isle  by  a  screen,  is  placed  the  mutilated  figure  in  freestone  of  a 
bishop,  which  was  dug  from  the  northern  aisle,  and  is  supposed  to . 
be  bishop  Aeschwine. 

In  dtfleiwnt  parts  are  '*  four  stones,  with  a  cross  and  brasses 
fer  abbots.  A  white  stone,  with  a  figure  of  a  bishop,  and  in- . 
seription  cut  iii  blaek^  strokes,  for  Roger,  Prior  of  Ranton,  co. 
Slafibrd,  abbot  here,  and  Episcopus  Lidensis,  1510.  Another  for 
AUot  Sutton,  1349,  a  hand  holding  a  crosier;  and  another  for 
Abbot  Richaid  Beaaforest."  « 

Oa  the  aoath  side  of  the  chancel  is  the  effigy  of  a  knight  draw- 
isg  his  svord,  a  roaad  helmet  on  the  head,  and  a  pointed  shield  on 
the  ami.     Tbe  lega  crossed. 
At  the  foot  of  this  effigy  is  a  tomb^  concerning  which  both  Le- 

land 
*  Googh. 


STS- 


ozraai9B9iKx. 


laid  abd  Dr.  Stokely  M\  into  a  stFaage  nisiake.  "*  Tbsr  lyitt 
at  the  feet  of  tbe  knight/'  saya  Leland,  "  one  Stoaer,  9&meiim 
m-  Judge,  fiu  apperith  by  his  habii)  in  the  reign  of  King  Ed- 
ward  HI/'  Tbe  figure  tbas  described  is  evidently  tkat  of  a 
Lady,  recambent  on  an  altar- tomb.  The  effigy  ia  email;  lk« 
handa  folded,  as  in  aupplication,  over  the  breast  The  draptr^ 
of  the  attire  is  three  folds  deep,  the  outer  garroeat  deacaadiig 
only  halfway  down  the  leg.  Tbe  sleeves  of  the  drasa  cone  nearly 
to  the  vrist,  and  are  scolloped  above  the  elbow.  A  kindei 
cloak  is  fastened  round  the  neck  by  a  band,  and  descends  aet 
■MMh  lower  than  tiie  shoulders.  Tbe  face  ia  clearly  femiatae.  On 
thu  canopy  at  tlie  head  is  a  ci  oss  fleure,  and  on  the  tomb  imr 
skirls,  with  two  bars  indented,  and  a  chief. 

On  the  north  side  of  the  choir  is  a  nanww  and  high  altar-lomb, 
witb  the  effigy,  in  alabaster,  of  a  knight  in  armour,  bin  head  on  a 
plain  helmet,  and  a  lion  at  hia  feet.  On  tbe  snrooat  ia  a  bon,  or 
griffin,  rampant  Concerning  this  monument  Leland  aaya  **  Tbtr 
ly  lib  a  Knight  on  the  north  side  of  the  Qnier,  whom  the  lale  ab- 
bot took  to  be  one  of  the  Segvaves;  the  isnge  waa  of  alabaster; 
bnt,  after,  the  abbot  told  me  that  he  heard  one  say  of  late  that 
ih&e  was  oiie  Holcum  a  knight  buried.''  To  thia  uncertain  in- 
teitigence  commouicated  by  the  abbot,  nothing  can  now  be 
add^.  It  may,  however,  be  mentioned,  as  an  instance  of  tbe 
vanity  of  sepulchral  honours,  that  tli^  slaba  of  tbe  monnmeni  ua 
partly  in  a  disjoined  state,  and  nothing  appears  witbia  bnt «  vaty 
lew  bones  thrown  unceremoniously  into  one  comer. 

About  the  year  1700,  a  atone  coffin  waa  dug  from  tbe  nsiMe 
of  tbe  chancel,  containing  a  body  in  gilt  scoUaped  leather,  vritb 
a  pewter  chalice;  and  a  second  coffin  of  a  similar  descriptiaa, 
endosiiig  nothing  but  mould.  A  stone  coffin  waa,  alaa,  dog  hmm 
tbe  south  side  of  the  church  aoine  tiase  after  tbe  above;  mmd,  m 
tbe  present  year  (1813,)  another  baa  been  taken  up,  wbicb  ns  aii 
fleet  four  inches  in  the  clear,  and  contained  a  akeletoU)  tbe  akaH 
festing  in  a  head-place. 

Tbe  Font  is  supposed  to  be  i>f  Birinu$'  time^  and  ban  beei 
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laid  to  be  "  the  most  ancient^  and  perhaps  ooly  one  of  its  kiad^ 
is  tbe  world.''  *  This  iuterestingr  vestige  is  of  cast  lead^  and  ia 
ftoi  very  large,  Oa  the  sides  the  twelve  apostles  are  repnseated^ 
Meh  sitting  io  a  separate  stall.  The  figures  are  in  tolerable  pre« 
lervatioD,  with  an  exception  of  the  fiftces,  which  have  received  soai' 
injtirj  from  wantonness. 

In  eottsefjttence  of  the  fortoer  privil^es  of  the  abbey,  Doru 
cheater  chnrch  has  a  peculiar  jurisdiction  over  eleven  pariiAea,. 
aad  is  exempt  from  episcopal  visitation. 

According  to  the  returns  made  to  Parliament  In  1811^  tbO' 
mmber  of  bouses  in  this  decayed  town  is  only  161.  In  tho  same 
tcconnt  the  total  number  of  inhabitants  is  stated  to  be  754.  A 
new  bridge  is  now  building,  with  Ifeadingtoa  stone,  over  the 
riTer  Thame,  in  such  a  direction  as  will  considerably  improva 
the  apprtfsch  to  the  town,  while  it  frees  the  high  road  from  an 
inconvenient  curve.  The  ancient  bridge  is  a  mean  and  narrow 
stracture,  with  recesses  on  oae  side  to  enable  foot  passengers  to 
avoid  tbe  real  danger  threatened  by  tbe  transit  of  canriages. 

At  the  distance  of  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  east  end  of 
tbe  embankment,  termed  Dyke  Hills,  is  the  conflux  of  the  Thame 
aad  Isis,  a  oircumstanee  so  prolific  of  poetical  allusiou  with  the 
romantic  writers  of  the  sixteenth  and  seventeenth  centuries.*- 
Near  the  conflux  is  a  spot  called  the  Prince's  Castle.    Here 

Chaucer 

*  By  Stukelj  and  Govgh. 
t  The  poetical  origin  of  the  word  Thames  (Tomiiis)  from  this  janctioa  ia 
mid  by  Ctmden  to  have  been  first  noticed  by  the  anthor  of  the  Zulagium 
Huurttfraw.  Camden's  own  poem  on  the  fincifal  subject  is  well  known, 
sod  it  certainly  does  him  little  credit  as  a  chorograplier.  The  "  marriage  of 
the  Isis»*'  and  Drayton's  series  on  tbe  subject  in  the  Polyolbion,  have  en* 
titely  led  to  the  prckent  popolar  efior.  It  is  singalar  that  the  two  poets  dif« 
frr  m  opinion  as  to  the  propriety  of  S09  bestowed  on  their  allegorical  penoa* 
agfa.    Describing  tbe  approach  of  the  naptials*  Camden  says 

Vow  Tame  had  canght  tbe  wisht-for  social  flaoM 
In  piotpert,  as  Sk€  down  the  mountains  caoM. 

7  With 
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Cbaacer  is  by  some  said  to  have  had  a  residence,  and  by  other 
merely  supposed  to  have  written  some  of  his  poems.  The  situ 
atiou  would  certainly  appear  favourable  to  the  muse ;  but  tb 
eoi^ectures  of  both  parties  are  raised  only  on  very  erode  tn 
dition. 

The  river  Thames  was  made  navigable  from  Burcott,  a  smal 
village  about  one  mile  north  by  west  of  Dorchester,  to  Oxford,  b; 
act  of  Parliament,  in  the  2]8t  of  James  I. 

At  Culham  is  the  neat  modem  residence  of  J.  Philips,  Esq.  Ii 
the  vicinity  of  the  village  was  an  annual  horse-race,  till  a  receo 
inclosure  placed  the  theatre  of  equestrian  contest  nnder  the  mor 
beneficial  operation  of  the  plough. 

The  village  of  Chistlebampton  is  seated  on  the  bank  of  tb 
rtver  Thame,  at  the  distance  of  four  miles  from  Dorchester,  and  i 
ornamented  by  Uic  handsome  mansion  of  Robert  Peers,  Esq.  tnr 
rounded  by  about  twenty  acres  of  pleasure  ground.  A  branch  c 
the  D'Oyley  family  was  long  seated  in  this  village. 

South -Stoke  is  a  village  on  the  margin  of  the  Thames,  be 
tween  Waliingfurd  and  Goring,  and  is  encompassed  by  the  bus 
dred  of  Langtree,  The  attached  liberty  of  Woodcot  comprc 
hends  a  hilly  range,  partly  under  the  plough,  and  partly  stocke 
with  beech,  or  used  as  pasturage. 

WOOTTON  HUNDRED 

abuts  the  city  of  Oxford  on  the  north.  The  extent  of  this  din 
trict  is  much  greater  than  that  of  any  hyndrcd  south  of  Oxfoni 
and  proves  its  former  scantiness  of  population.     Few  division 

( 

Willi  Dt»ytonp  Tb«ise  is  llie  Bridegroom : 


As  wee  Tiave  (old  how  Tame  holds  on  his  ercn  course, 
Kctarne  we  to  report,  how  Isis  from  fcer  source 
Comes  trippmg  with  de!ight. 
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of  the  tbttnty  nre  q6w  belter  peopled,  and  none  are  more  ^^ 
fluent  ill  circamstances  bf  natural  advantagCL  The  Ibib,  the 
Ciiervell,  the  Wiadr^Bh,  tbe  Glyme,  and  the  Evenlode,  all  pay 
Uie  tribote  of  their  waters/  and  scatter  ricfanesB  as  they  flow,  over 
fine  tracts  of  meadow  and  pasture  land.  The  taeqiialilies*  of 
Borfoee  are  often  soiBcieht  to  beBtow  a  variety  tA  piclortal  beauty, 
bot  aie  not  so  precipitous  as  to  impede  the  labours  of  the  plough. 
In  the  vicinity  of  the  naroerous  mansions  whieh  embellish  this 
distriet  are  frequently  found  large  spots  of  naeful  and  ornamental 
woodkad. 

WoottoD  Hundred  contains  two.  market  towns,  Woodstock  and 
DEDOiNfiTON,  and  the  following  parishes,  townships,  and  ham* 
leta.-.iVbr/A^^oft;  Middle  Aitm ;  Steeple  Aston;  Great  Bar^ 
fwrd;  Middle  Bertan,  mi  Steeple  Barton ;  fVestcott^Bartm  : 
Beghrook:  Biathn;  Casstngtan;  Clijhm;  Coggs  and  fVil* 
con ;  Long  Cinnbe ;  Duns  Tew  :  Eynsham ;  Glympton  ;  Gos^ 
fori:  Hanborough:  Hempton;  Heythorp,  with  tHe  hamlet  of 
Duntborpe;  Henitngion;  Nether^Kiddington;  Kidlington : 
North-Leigh;  South-Leigk ;  Soutk-Newington  ;  Roushani; 
Smd/ord;  Shipton  upon  Cherwell ;  Stanton  Harcourt ; 
Stoikesfield  ;  Tackley-Nethercott,  with  the  township  of  White* 
bi/1 ;  Great  Tew,  with  the  township  of  Little  Tew ;  Tkrup  ; 
^olvercot ;  Water-eaton ;  Wootton  ;  Worton ;  Nether-Worton  ; 
Oter^Worton;  Yamton, 


WOODSTOCK, 

n  town  of  high  interest  in  many  points^  of  view,  is  distant  about 
^ght  miles  from  the  city  of  Oxford,  on  the  north-west.  Indepen* 
dent  of  th^  attraction  gained  from  the  neighbouring  palace  of 
Blenheim,  Woodstock  possesses  undeniable  chums- on  the  respect 
lod  curioaity  of  the  examiner.  .  |t  was  here  that  some  of  the 
most  angnat  characters  of  English  History  resided  in  chivalric 
pomp;  and  here  Chaucer,  styled  from  oiroomstaifce  of  precedence, 

the 


tlie  fclher  of  Bftgliah  portiy,  and  teer?iii^  ^  dervled  m 
MBDQg  hift  followers,  00  the  groand  of  intriiiftic  merit,  indolgi 
delidoQS  flights  of  imsginstion ;  here  wrote  many  of  the  poen 
destined  to  transmit  the  character  of  his  feelings  to  the  sympati 
of  the  latest  posterity. 

Old  Woodstock,  of  which  one  venerahle  mansion,  tnd  a  fewi 
regular  houses  of  the  inferior  order,  now  only  remain,  was  hnilt 
a  sheltered  situation  on  the  border  of  the  rirer  Glyme.  The  pr 
'sent  town  is'  placed  on  a  fine  and  healthy  eminence,  and  a  pr 
gressive  spirit  of  improvement  is  evident  in  every  feature.  Tl 
houses  ^e  chiefly  composed  of  stone.  Not  any  of  the  doaieit 
baildings  bear  marks  of  great  antiquity  *;  but  snch  as  appesr 
have  stood  two  centuries,  like  all  the  provincial  teneoMO 
of  the  same  age,  are  irregular  in  construction,  and  mean  in  cbi 
EScter.  These,  however,  are  few,  end  act  as  eropbatical  i 
rials  of  the  enlargement  of  idea  and  improvement  of 
which  have  been  the  result  of  an  extension  of  commerce.  Tl 
migority  of  the  buildings  are  desirably  capacious,  and  many  a 
of  an  embellished  and  ornamental  description.  Among  the  la 
ter  class  must  be  mentioned  the  Rectory  House,  the  resident 
of  Dr.  Mavor,  a  handsome  stone  structure  erected  by  Bishop  Fd 
and  the  contiguous  mansion  of  Pryse  Pryse,  Esq.  Both  the 
dwellinga  command  exquisite  views  over  Blenheim  Park,  so  ri< 
in  circumstances,  of  natural  and  artificial  beauty.  Hensisfti 
House,  situate  near  the  entrance  of  the  town  on  the  Oxford  sid 
likewise  possesses  pleasing  views,  and  is  surrounded  by  wcUhhiu 
mented  grounds. 

The  town-hall  is  a  handsome  stone  building,  erected  about  tl 
year  1766,  after  a  design  of  Sir  William  Chambers,  at  the  sol 

expem 


*  An  ancient  domestic  bnilding  nmr  the  chorch,  conprisang  i 
failed  King  John's  Cortnget,  was  pulled  down  about  the  year  1755.  C 
thit  ocettkm  aona  old  ooinswere  fouid,  and  among  them  two  of  the  Empen 
Vetpa&ian,  with  thii  iaMtiption,  higUy  prcienred  round  the  heid :  V£SP^ 
SUNUS  ROM.  IMFk  AUG.    On  the  9(tmM,  JUDiEA  CAFTA. 


t  of  Us  Graoe  tke  preseat  Duke  of  Martlioroiigli.  •  Bebe^th 
dm  kail  is  a  pifxaa,  used  as. a  market-place.  On  the  tympanum 
•fa  pediment  in  front  of  the  edifice  are  the  aims  of  the  nohle  ft^ 
fluly  of  Marlboroagh. 

Woodatock  is  a  chapelry  to  the  coatignons  parish  of  Bladon  ; 
sad  the  original  place  of  worship  was  a  chautry,  founded  in  ho* 
pant  of  "^  our  Lady/'  by  King  John.  At  the  Dissolution  Heary 
VIII.  granted  the  church  to  the  Corporation  of  the  town ;  but  thi 
pstroMge  is  in  the  gift  of  the  Marlborough  family.  The  aoath  part 
•f  the  present  stmeture  is  a  fragment  of  the  ancient  fbondatiott; 
and  oa  this  side  is  a  round  head^  door-ease^  composed  of  red 
sleae»  and  ornamented  with  cherron  work.  The  northern  ftica 
if  the  oimrdk  waa  rebuilt  about  the  year  1785 ;  and  at  the  same 
lima  a  tower  was  erected  at  the  west  end.  These  alteratione 
bave  beeo  effected  with  considerable  taste.  The  tower  is  of  finr 
(niportaons,  and  charged  with  modest,  yet  sufficient  ornaments. 

The  interior  is  arranged  with  decorous  Und  respectable  sim-* 
plicity.  The  pewa  are  handsome,  and  a  good  organ  is  placed  in 
an  appropriate  situation.  On  the  more  ancient  side  three  massy 
eolamna  support  pointed  arches.  In  the  capitals  are  introduced 
faiioua  sculptures  of  the  human  countenance,  all  dissimilar,  and 
chieAy  tending  to  a  comic  effect  On  the  north  every  particular 
of  bnikiittg  is  modem,  and  remarkable  for  substantial  plainness  ; 
a  dmrader  of  architecture  perhaps  best  suited  to  buildings  de- 
voted to  a  sacred  pnrpoae.  The  font  is  of  a  recent  date  i  the 
baain  small,  and  the  whole  of  a  chaste  and  delicate  oonstmc- 


The  tower  possesses  eight  bells,  with  mellow  and  pleasing 
chfancs,  which  go  every  four  hours,  and  have  a  different  tone  for 
every  day  in  the  week. 

The  Register  eommeoces  in  I6t>3^  and  contains  many  eutriea 
of  marriagea  between  parties,  strangers,  as  well  as  parishioners, 
by  Ik  nmyor  of  Woodstock,  or  by  the  person  described  as  Jus* 
tioe  of  Peace  for  the  incorporation,  during  the  away  of  tbo  Parlia* 

^  Adjoining 


984 


Mfordshirc. 


Adjoining  the  church  is  a  grammar  8ch6ol^  foonded  aadei 
do  wed,  in  1585,  by  Mr.  Comwell,  a  native  of  thi«  place,  uiid 
a  royal  licence  Iroiti  Queen  Elizabeth.  The  master  mast  be 
person  in  holy  orders,  and  the  Corporation  are  trustees.  A  cLi 
ritable  foundation  of  a  more  recent  date  likewise  claims  noiic 
Near  the  entrance  of  the  town  from  Oxford  is  a  range  of  aim 
houses,  erected  and  liberally  endowed,  in  1793,  by  Caiolni 
Duchess  of  Marlborough,  for  six  poor  widows. 

Woodstock  has  two  manufactures ;  those  of  polished  steel  ai 
gloves,  from  which  it  derives  considerable  benefit  The  articl 
of  polished  steel  are  entirely  made  from  the  old  nails  of  bom 
shoes,  which  are  formed  into  small  bars  before  applied  to  t 
various  purposes  of  delicate  workmanship.  The  lustre  of  t 
article  thus  tediously  wrought  is  eminently  fine,  and  the  poliab 
restored  at  a  trifling  expense,  however  great  the  apparent  injo 
committed  by  rust.  The  price  obtained  for  some  specimeos 
the  Woodstock  steel  will  convey  an  idea  of  the  skill  and  lab 
bestowed.  A  chain,  weighing  only  two  ounces,  was  sold 
France  for  1701.  sterling.  A  box,  in  which  the  freedom  of  1 
borough  was  presented  to  Lord  Viscount  Cliefdeu,  cost  thii 
guineas ;  and  for  a  garter  star,  made  for  his  Grace  the  Duke 
Marlborough,  fifty  guineas  v^ere  paid.  This  manufacture  was 
troduced  by  a  person  of  the  name  of  Metcalfe,  in  the  beginning 
the  last  century,  but  is  now  much  declined,  in  conaequence  of 
cheapness  of  the  Birmingham  and  Sheffield  wares. 

The  manufacture  of  leather  into  gloves  and  various  other 
tides  was  commenced  at  Woodstock  nearly  sixty  years  back,  i 
has  progressively  risen  in  consequence  and  esteem.  About  \ 
dozen  pairs  of  gloves  are  now  made  weekly  in  the  town  and 
neighboring  villages :  and  it  is  supposed  that  not  less  than  »i 
men,  and  thirteen  hundred  women  and  girls,  find  employmeu 
various  branches  of  the  trade. 

The  internal  government  of  Woodstock  oonsials  of  five  al< 
men,  one  of  whom  is  annually  chosen  mayor ;  a  higii  steward 
recorder;  two  chamberlains,  and  a  common  clerk;  with  fif 
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capital  bnrgesses.  The  first  charter  of  incorporation  was  granted 
by  Henry  VI.  in  1453.  This  was  confirmed^  enlarged^  or  ai* . 
tend,  by  varioos  succeeding  roonarchs,  the  last  of  whom  was 
Charles  II.  who  granted  the  charter  under  which  the  Corporation 
nnm  act.  A  restrictive  charter,  forced  upon  the  borough  in  the 
the  4th  of  James  11.  was  soon  after  set  aside  hy  proclamation ;  and 
tbe  cbarter  subsequently  granted  is  almost  the  counterpart  of  that 
of  New  Windsor. 

It  is  shewn  by  the  rolls  of  Parliament  that  Woodstock  was  a 
boroogh  by  prescription,  long  before  it  was  incorporated.  The 
pUoe  now  returns  two  burgesses  to  Parliament,  who  are  chosen* 
by  the  mayor  and  commonalty.  This  privilege  is  given  option- 
ally ;  and  it  appears  from  a  former  charter  that  the  borongh 
"  was  specially  exemptisd  from  being  compellable  to  send  two 
members,  out  of  royal  grace  and  favour,  on  account  of  the  expense 
attending  the  exercise  of  this  franchise,  when  representatives  wer^ 
paid  for  their  services  in  Parliament'' 

As  a  mark  of  adherence  to  ancient  customs,  it  may  be  ob- 
smed  that  the  festivities  termed  Wbitsun  Ales  are  still  retained 
«  practice*  The  ceremony  occurs  every  seventh  year,  when  the 
inhabitants  lay  claim  to  certain  portions  of  wood  from  Whicbwood 
Forest  to  assist  in  the  celebrations  of  the  season. 
Woodstock  has  not  a  meeting-house  of  any  kind  for  the  re- 
'  ception  of  Dissenters ;  nor  does  the  town  contain  any  inhabitants 
who  professedly  dissent  from  the  established  church. 

According  to  the  returns  of  1811,  the  number  of  Houses  is 
227,  and  that  of  the  inhabitanto  1419. 

Woodstock  gives  the  title  of  Viscount  to  the  Doke  of  Port- 
hod. 

The  respectable  borongh  whose  present  features  we  have 
tbas  noticed,  prefers  a  claim  to  distinction  at  a  very  early 
period.  King  Etbeired,  who  began' his  reign  in  866,  is  be- 
liered  to  faawe  held  a  Parliament,  or  council  at  Woodstock;  and 
his  illoatrioiis  brother,  the  great  Alfred,  according  to  a  MS.  in 
Ihe  Cdttonian  Library,  here  translated  Boethius  dc  Cmsolatumt 
VouXIL  %C  Philosopkia. 
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Phiiot^pkuB.  It  18  eerUin  that  the  place  vas  hoaoored  by  I 
rorideace  of  rojaliy  at  a  very  early  date.  Rous  asaerts  Ibe  pi 
of  Woodstock  to  be  the  first  that  was  formad  in  Englaad,  i 
Dugdale  appears  to  coineide  with  this  of^inion.  Authors  of  i 
disputed'  credit,  aiid  such  as  had  the  opportunity  of  personsl 
servation,  iufom  us  that  Henry  I.  entertained  much  predikd 
for  the  spot,  and  surrounded  the  park  with  a  stone  waU.  1 
monarch  either  built  or  improved  the  regal  residence^  and  pla 
in  the  paik  a  collection  of  foreign  wild  beast,  a  novel  apf 
dage  to  the  precincts  of  royalty  which  has  been,  in  some  sbi 
cherished  by  his  successors  on  the  throne,  even  to  tha  pro 
day. 

.  That  Henry  II.  resided  much  at  Woodstock,  and  loved 
place,  and  passed  there  hours  of  romantic  revelry,  is  ksowii 
all ;  for  all  iire  familiar  with  the  names  of  Henry  and  R 
mond. 

The  mano^  house,  or  royal  palace,  occupied  a  aligbtly 
vated  spot  ou  the  border  of  the  river  Glyme  (then  a  nai 
stream,  but  since  expanded  into  a  magnificent  lake)  at  a  i 
distance  from  the  grand  bridge  now  thrown  acroaa  the  v 
within  the  walls  of  Blenheim  Park.  It  was  is  this  sett 
Henry  is  supposed  to  have  spent  the  gayest  season  of  his  lii 
illicit  dalliance  with  Rosamond,  the  fair  and  unfortunate  daa^ 
0/ Walter  Lord  Clifford.  We  refer  an  examination  af  the  sto 
this  ill-starred  beauty  to  a  page  that  will  apeedily  ocear 
page  that  treats  of  the  spot  on  which  she  passed  her  first  1 
of  youth,  and  which  received  her  pallied  remaina  when  the  p 
of  iadulgeace  was  complete,  and  regal  blandiahaaent  conl< 
duce  no  more.  At  present  be  it  sufficient  to  say  that 
Henry  constructed  for  her  reception  a  Bower,  or  retired  <i 
ing  at  a  short  distance  from  the  palace.  No  situation  cov 
more  genial  to  tender  passion.  The  scenery  waa  at  once 
found  and  picturesque.  Rich  coverlets  of  oontigaoiis  wood  m 
to  deride  the  roost  iacj^uiaitive  glance  of  jealousy  or  soap 
while  a  gentle  streaia,  at  the  baae  of  the  dwelUi^,  forhad 
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appnadi  of  meddlii^  and  snhaHoved  footttep.  U  cannot  be 
apeflM  tluit  any  correct  deacrif  tion  of  the  building  thna  €»* 
Mdnied  to  kvo  ahooid  now  jtomain  eiumt;  bat  the  honae  (or 
knitt,  in  tbe  language  $/(  that  day)  waa  well  known  to  Chaucer. 
Tiiat  W[fkf  drawa  the  aeenery  of  hia  poem  intituled  the  Dream, 
from  Woodstock  Park;  and  he  deacribea  the  bower  a»  a  whi|^ 
caitle.  Mated  on  an  emifieBce,  and  adomod  with  maplea. 

The  whole  ciraamatance  of  Henry's  amour,  especially  when  the 
yonth,  noble  descent,  and  innocent  educttUon  of  Rosamond  are 
takca  Hrto  the  account,  waa  tbo  tempting  a  sobjeet  to  escape  the 
cmMliAaiente  of  poetry,  and  the  fond  exaggeratioos  of  tra* 
diiiooary  creators  of  marvels.    It  is  probable  that  the  gardens 
sf  Woodstock  Palace,  cfcwe  to  which  was  placed  the  house  in- 
JkiUted  by  Boaamand  de  Cliabrd,  consisted  chiefly  of  the  Topiary 
woik.  So  uaual  with  the  fanciful  gardeners  of  that  era.    The  re- 
mains of  these  twialed  and  unnatural  alleys  afforded  a  subject  of 
bippy  alioaion  to  fi^buloua  chroniclers.      Particulars  of  tragic 
fwtbos-were  eaaily  fabricated :  and  hence  from  father  to  son ;  or, 
ntber,  from  mother  to  daughter^  have  |)assed  "  strange  tales,'' 
tooefaiog  a  bower  erected  by  King  Henry  for  the  reception  of 
"  &ir  Roaamond,"  round  which  he  constructed  a  labyrinth,  so 
wtfidly  contrived  that  no  stranger  could  possibly  unthread  its 
nucs.    Here  Rosamond  was  hidden  from  the  '' jealons  queen;'' 
bot,  lyilnckily,  that  dreaded  personage  discovered  the  beauty  alt 
tkt  oatwaid  door  of  the  labyrinth.    Rosamond  fled,  but  in  her 
huiley  «be  dropped  a  ball  of  mlk;  a  part  of  whieh,  adhering  to 
kr  ftot  or  garmenty  acted  as  a  chie.    The  queen  penetrated  the 
iccem ;  and,  though  'at.first^fitmck  by.  her  beanty  into  amazement, 
compelled  her  to  swallow  poison. 

Perhaps  all  apology  is  due  for  the  insertion  of  this  idle  legend. 
There  is  no  ground  whatever  for  believing  that  Rosamond  died 
aot  of  tile  ordinary  course  of  Nature ;  and  it  appears  likely  that 
■Ik  veBooneed  all  intercourse  with  Henry,  speedily  subsequent  to 
the  arrival  in  England  of  his  queen,  Eleanor  of  Gaienne. 
The  Bite  of  JRosamond's  house,  or  bower,  is  now  covered  witk 
9  C  9  velvetty 
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velv<^tty  graM.  Stime  foandattom  of  building  were  discofen 
"  and  varioas  ntensils,  coins,  and  antiquities  were  dog  up,  a 
presented  to  I^ady  Diana  Spencer,  by  tbe  workmen,  when  t 
ground  was  levelling  by  order  of  th$  first  Duke  of  Ma 
borough."  *  Adjacent  to  the  spot  on  which  the  dwelling  stoi 
^p^\  in  a  dell  screened  on  one  side  by  overhanging  trees,  and  of 
on  the  other  to  a  sequestered  display  of  romantic  scenery,  i 
basin  denominated  Rosamond's  Bath,  This  interesting  spot 
a  little  westward  of  the  grand  bridge  in  Blenheim  Park,  and 
only  a  few  paces  from  the  lake.  The  spring  gushes  from  an 
tificial  aperture  in^he  stones  which  line  a  cavity  of  theY^o^ 
ing  hill,  and  is  received  into  a  cajwcions  bath,  paved  at  tbe  b 
t6m,  and  on  the  sides  with  freestone,  and  fenced  with  i 
palisades.  The  water  is  beautifully  limpid  ;  ^and  vanoos  tre 
fantastic  and  wild  in  their  growth,  embower  the  adjaceot  }a» 
and  spread  a  pleasing  solemnity  over  the  retreat 

But  in  the  connexion  of  King  Henry  II.  with  Woodstodc 
is  not  to  be  considered  only  as  tbe  youthful  and  inconsidfi 
lover.  Long  after  the  romantic  "  bower"  lost  its  fiur  tenant 
resided  in  the  palace  ;  and  here,  in  1164,  he  received  Ike  hom 
of  Malcolm,  King  of  Scotland,  and  Rice,  Prince  of  Wales. 

Edward  I.  called  a  Parliament  at  Woodstock,  io   1275; 
here  was  born  Edmund,  the  second  son  of  that  king,  from  Um 
called  Edmund  of  Woodstock. 

Edward  III.  was  much  attached  to  this  regal  abode;  , 
Woodstock  is  honoured  as  the  birth-place  of  one^of  the  brigft 
characters  in  onr  national  record,  Edward,  the  eldest  aoo  of 
ffibnarch,  termed  the  Black  Prince,  f     Thomas,  the  sixth  sc 


•  Mavor. 
t  W«  hftve  observed  that  Old  Wuodfttock  coutaint  a  matisioobe 
marks  of  coniiderable  nntiquitj.  Tliis  venerable  abode  was  fomicrljc 
Princr*s  Place,  and  is  traditionally  aaid  to  havS  been  the  occ«»ioii«l 
deiice  of  the  £4ack  Prince^  The  greater  part  of  tbe  house  doe*  noc  aj 
•io  be  older  ibaa  tbe  time  of  Elisabeth  ;  but  some  of  the  Dumarmu  i 
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the  Mme  kin^^  was  likewise  bora  at  Woodstock,  end  gaioed  a 
lunuune  from  the  pl^ce  of  his  Dativity.    , 

Hichtird  II.  was  frequently  here;  aiid,  during  a  festtvKy 
Leld  by  him  at  Cbristmaii  Jobnr  Hastings,  Earl  of  Pembroke, 
was  Qofortanately  slain.  Among  the  Memorabiiia,  it  may  be 
observed  that  Henry  III.  narrowly  escaped  assassination  in 
the  palace.  A  priest,  named  Ribband,  who  was  either  insane, 
or  feigned  to  be  so,  climbed  through  a  window  by  night  to 
(he  chamber  of  the  king  and  queen.  He  was  discovered  while 
entenog;  and,  according  to  Mat  West,  was  taken  either  to 
Coventry,  or  Ox(prd,  where  he  was  torn  tn  pieces  by  horses. 
An  attempt  was  also  made  oa  the  Life  of  Henry  YIH.  by  Wil- 
liam Morisoo. 

ft  is  more  gratMil  to  ob&erve  that,  while  the  court  sat  hero 
in  full  splendour,  it  was  once  graced  by  the  contiguity  of  |K)eti0 
genitts.  Chancer  resided  for  some  time  at  Woodstock ;  and  has 
finely  describea  many  circumstances  of  the  neighbouring  scenery, 
in  his  ever-living  pages.  The  park  was,  naturally,  the  favoured 
scene  of  his  rambles  ;  and  thence  he  drew  many  of  the  images 
vhich  ^enrich  some  of  his  best  productions.  It  i«  onspeakably 
pleasing  to  follov  the  wanderings  of  so  great  and  venerable  a 
geahis,  aad  to  discover  his  best-beloved  path  by  the  tenor  of  hia 
writings.  *'  la  the  Poem  of  the  Cackoo  and  the  Nightingale,'' 
it  isgistly  observed,  "  we  may  trace  his  morning  walk  from  his 
own  bonse  down  the  vale,  through  whieli  the  Glyme  ased  to  wind 
within  its  narrow  banks,  before  it  was  expanded  by  arf  This 
nle  i&  indeed  cla&sic  ground. 

The  bouse  in  which  Chaucer  resided  was  situated  at  the  right 
ftngle  of  au  area  before  the  present  usual  entrance  to  the  park.  A 
comideiable  portion  of  the  original  edifice  appears  to  have  re- 

2  C  3  mained 

A*J>  perhaps,  bavc  itood  four  centuriet.  Attached  to  an  outbuilding  is  a 
d'imnej  of  corions  con»troction.  It  is  circular,  and  hollowed  from  one 
t>tork  of  stone,  with  slits,  or  taper  cuts»  to  allow  a  passage  for  smoke.  At  the 
'^Pttaconic'aJ  roofing  of  stone,  likewise  perforated.  ?Vis  mansion  was  lattey 
•Mapied  bj  Dr.  Mavor. 
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mained  when  Dr.  Plot  published  his  Natural  Histbrj .  But  t 
whole  of  this  interesting  building  ITas  pulled  down  about  bal 
century  back,  except  one  very  small  fragment,  which  eontaim 
diminutive,  lancet-shaped,  window ;  and  a  portion  of  some  tn 
offices,  now  forming  part  of  a  malthouse.  The  garden  is  hr 
and  commands  a  good  view  over  Old  Woodstock,  and  the  neif 
bouring  division  of  the  vale  through  which  the  river  Gly 
pursues  its  ^uiet  course.  Several  writers  of  relpectftbility  dk 
tion  a  large  folio  volume  of  Chaucer's  works,  in  manoscri 
which  was  chained  to  a  reading  desk  in.  his^  'house ;  and  ] 
Mavor,  whose  knoirledge  of  every  circumstance  conne<;^  w 
Woodstock^  much  exceeds  that  of  any  other  person,  gives  ere 
to  the  tale.  The  volume  is  said  **  to  have  been  extant  in  the  I 
ginning  of  the  last  century,  or  the  end  of  the  jK^eceding;  but  1 
precise  time  when  it  disappeared,  and  what  has  become^^f  it,  i 
totally  unknown.'' 

The  ''  manor  house,''  which  we  have  hitherto  found  oocasioa 
Regard  only  as  the  abode  of  dignified  pow^,  and  the  scene  pf 
'gal  festivity,  was  appropriated  to  a  different  yse  at  o^e  pari 
the  sttteenth^century.  In  cpnsequence  of  the  politicarsiispid< 
entertained  by  Mary,  Queen  of  England,  the  Ilrineess  Elinb 
was  placed  here  in  confinement,  under  the  care  of  Sir  Henry  B 
dingfeld.  Troflting  implicitly  to  bistorians  who  wrote  under  1 
observation  of  EKzabetb,  after  she  obtained  a  pTenituder  of  tM>« 
ire  are  apt  to  associate  the  ideas  of  rugged  prison-walk,  f 
gritted  windows,  wifh  every  mansion  to  whicR  she  was  c< 
ducted,  when  banished  by  jealous  caution  from  a  residence 
the  vicinity  of  the  court.  Such  a  submiaeiveness  of  opinion 
certainly  injurious  to  the  charaeter  of  Mary.  In  several  i 
stances  a  little  examination  will  shew,  that  wl^le  historia 
pathetically  describe  Elizabeth  as  subjected  to  a  harsh  imprisc 
ment,  she  was  reposing  on  velvet,  and  was  attended  by  trains 
obsequious  servitors.  Her  confinement  at  Woodstock  wasoi 
more  severe  description  than  any  she^exp^ienced.  The  fee 
ef  Mary  were  peculiarly  excited  by  the  conspiracy  of  ^ir/Tbonn 
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Wyitt»  «i4  tbe  Bermmts  of  the  prinoen  wtTe  prohikkeA  from 
ttteailaace  on  her  perton.  Elizabeth  expressed  great  alarm/ 
and  historians  have  been  content  to  take  her  Expresiiims  as  au- 
thority for  imputing  real  danger  to  her  sitaatibn.  While  she  was 
restrained  at  Woodstock  a  fire  broke  ont  in  the  room  under  her 
chamber.  This  fire  appears  to  have  been  purely  acoideatal ;  lor 
it  was  promptly  extinguished  by  those  whom  she  denominated 
her  gaolers,*  bpt  many  writers  of  the  succeeding  reign  were 
willing  to  suppose  that  some  diabolical  purpose  was  connected 
with  this  alarm  of  conflagration.  A  princess  of  so  haughty  a 
•pint  mast  neeils  have  been  indignant  nnder  cifcumstanees  of 
restrmint;  yet,  during  some  hours,  solitude  undersapped  the  n»- 
tiTe  vigour  of  her  reflections,  and,  on  seeing  a  milk-maid  pasi 
gtily  by  her  window,  while  attending  her  kiae  in  the  park, 
Elizabelh  is  said  to  have  wept,  and  to  have  lamented  that  she 
could  not  exchange  destiny  with  the  most  humble,  so  that  she 
might  enjay  freedom  and  content  The  followiag  lines,  which 
were  written  with  charcoal  on  the  window-shutter  of  the  room  In 
which  she  usually  sat,  wece  evidently  produced  in  a  mood  of  moce 
aajesticel  determination : 

Oh  Fortune  1  how  thy  ratlcite  wavering  gtute 

Hiith  fnoght  with  ctrct  my  tronhled  witt, 

Witneat  this  present  prisonn  whither  fate 

CodM  bear  me,  and  the  joys  I  quit. 

Thou  cansedst  tbe  gviltie  to  Se  Joied 

Fitmn  bandes  wherein  are  innocents  inclosed  ; 

Caufing  the  goiltles  to  be  straitca  reserved. 

And  freeing  those  that  death  well  deserved  ; 

But  bj  her  malice  can  be  nothing  wronghte  j 

8s  God  send  Co  my  foes  all  they  have  thoi^te. 

*u»As»THi  Paisoms. 
Anno  Don.  1555. 

2  C  4  The 

*  On  till.'  first  day  of  her  journey  towards  Woodstock,  Elisabeth'was  taken 
to  Richmond.  At  this  place  her  pecoliar  servants  were  disroisssed  from  at- 
tendance*   On  taking  leave  she  called  them  together,  and  desired  them  to 
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The  room  aaid  to  have  been  chiefly  used  by  the  princesB  ini 
not  destroyed  till  the  early  part  of  the  last  century.  The  roof  w&i 
arched,  and  composed  of  Irish  oak,  curiously  carved,  and  painte<J 
blue,  with  sprinklings  of  gilded  ornaments. 

During  the  civil  wars  of  the  Bcventeenth  century  tht  manor 
bouse  was  injured  by  assault,  and  ultimately  still  farther  djlapl 
dated  by  rapine.  This  ancient  abode  of  kings  vas  defended  fo 
his  royal  master  by  Captain  Samuel  Fawcet,  viiifi  much  skill  aoi 
courage.  Many  of  the  besiegers  fell  during  the  conflict;  am 
the  arrival  of  commissioners  from  the  king,  empowered  to  trca 
concerning  a  surrender,  alone  prevented  this  iufrepid  officer  froi 
burying  hin^self  beneath  the  ruins  of  the  place,  vrhich  was  a* 
longer  to  be  defended  with  a  hope  of  success. 

The  Parliamentarians^  as  it  may  be  supposed,  treated  thi 
venerable  palace  with  studied  contumely.  In  1649,  commission 
ers  assembled  here,  by  order  of  the  Rump  Parliament,  for  th< 
purpose  of  9urveying  the  royal  property.  These  fanatics  mad 
the  king's  bed-chamber  their  kitchen ;  tlie  connciUhall  they  coo 
^tituted  abfewhouse;  and  in  the  dining-room  they  placed,  d 
the  use  of  their  fires,  logs  sawn  from  a  noble  tree  wbich  ha 
long  flourished  in  the  park  nnder  the  name  of  the  King's  Oai 
But  their  triumph  was  soon  interrupted  by  a  combination  < 
strange  circumstances  which  filled  that  credulous  age  with  woi 
der,  and  afforded  an  apt  subject  of  laughter  to  the  era  whic 
succeeded.  Frightful  noises  assailed  their  ears  in  the  mgl> 
Preadful  phantasms  glided  before  their  eyes.  Nor  were  their  sig^ 
and  hearing  alone  rendered  subject  to  terrific  visitations.     Mai 

roQ] 


pnij  for  hrr  ;  "  for  this  niglit,"  sm^d  the,  "  I  think  I  must  die."  The  » 
vantt  broke  into  tears  and  exclaroations,  and  the  gemlcman  usher  went  6*r 
onto  the  Lord  Tiianie,  in  the  Court,  desiring  him  unfeignedly  to  ihrw  «l 
ther  his  lady  and  mistress  that  night  were  in  danger  of  death,  vherebj  hi 
self  and  fellows  might  tnke  »uch  pari  as  Cod  would  appoint.  •'  Marry,  0 
forbid  1'*  quolh  luv  Lord  Williams  of  Illume,  "  that  any  such  wickedii 
should  be'intended  ;  which  rather  than  it  thould  be  wrought,  1  and  ni^  n 
will  di«  at  her  feet."-^/;e(4. 
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roopd  blows  were  given;  their. bed-clothes  were  tofn  in  frag- 
neoto;  and  sundry  noxipns  ingredients  were  discharged  on  their 
amazed  foreheads.  The  populace  dignified  the  nocturnal  operator 
vith  the  name  of  the  Jnst  Devil  of  Woodstock, 

It  afterwards  appeared  that  the  whole  was  contrived  by  the  in* 
Ifenuity  of  an  adroit  and  humourous  royalist,  named  Joe  Col' 
tins,  who  had  procured  the  situation  of  secretary  to  the  com* 
missymers,  for  the  purpose  of  imposing  on  their  credulity.  When 
the  jest  was  discovered,  Collins  was  styled  the  Merry  Detil  df 
Woodstock;  but  the  afiair  was  considered  at  the  time  in  so  se- 
rioQs  a  light  that  a  Mr.  Widdowes,  then  resident  clergyman  of 
the  place,  kept  a  diary  of  the  wonders.  This  was  afterwards 
pablished;  and  Anthony  Wood  says,  concerning  the  publication, 
"  This  book  is  very  impartially  written,  and  therefore  wortk 
the  reading  by  all,  especially  tlie  many  Atheists  of  Oiis  age/' 
Dr.  Plot  was,  likewise,  staggered  by  the  narration,  and  fills 
several  pages  of  his  history  with  an  account  of  tlie  proceed- 
ings. ♦ 

The 

*  A  brier  extract  from  Plot  (whone  ii»rration  is  a  counterpart  of  tliat  pub- 
Ittbed  from  the  diar^r  kept  by  Widdowes)  will  convey  an  idea  uf  the  transpa- 
reoc  tricks  practised  by  (he  just  and  merry  Devil. — *'  November  S»  caam 
•onething  into  ihe  withdrawing  room,  treading,  ai  they  couctived,  mwk  liktm 
kor,  which  first  only  walking  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour>  at  length  it  mad« 
aooise  aboQt  the  tablcj  and  threw  the  warming  pan  eo  violently  that  it  quit« 
spoiled  it.     It  threw  also   glass^   and  great  stones,  at  them  again,  and  tha 
Umes  o(  horses,  and  all  so  violently  thai  the  bedstead  and  walla  were  broised 
by  them.     This  night  they  set  candles  all  ubont  the  rooms,  and  made  iires  op 
to  the  mantle-trees  of  the  chimneys;  but  all  were  put  out,  nobody  knew 
bow;  the  fire,  and  biiteU  that  made  it,  being  thrown  up  and  down  the  room^j 
the  curtains  torn  with  the  rods  froai  their  beds,  and  the  bed>posts  pulled  away 
that  the  tester  fell  down  upon  them,  and.  the  feet  of  the  bedstead  cloven  in 
two.    And  upon  the  servants,  in  the  irucklq^bed,  who  lay  nil  (his  time  panting 
fur  fear,  there  was  first  a  little,  which  made  ihem  begin  to  htir  ;  but  before 
tbey  could  get  out  there  came  a  whole  Coule,  as  it  were,  of  filth;  ditch-water 
down  upon  tbem,  so  green  that  it  made  their  sliirts  and  sheets  of  that  colour 
loo."    The  noisci  ceased  for  a  time.    At  length  they  came  again.     "Wbere^ 
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.  The  palflce  and  its  appurtenances  were  afterwards  granted  1 
iFarious  dependants  on  the  prevailing  faetioB.  AU  the  fumitiu 
was  quickly  dispersed,  and  even  a  part  of  the  materials  of  tli 
bnilding  was  exposed  to  sale.  Many  of  the  pictney  are  tU 
preseived  in  the  county.  The  gatehouse  was  suffered  to  stani 
and  was  tenanted,  at  a  subsequent  period,  by  John  Lord  Lovehe 
captain  of  the  band  of  pensioners  to  William  III.  who  died  16dS 
This  lingering  fragment  was  pulled  down  in  the  early  part  of  tli 
last  century.    ' 

From  prints  and  drawings  still  extant  it  appears  that  the  palac 
•f  Woodstock  WAS  an  extensive  and  splendid  structure.  The  sil 
Jb  now  covered  with  verdant  sward,  and  browsed  by  deer !  0 
removing  the  last  vestige  of  former  grandeur,  two  sycamore  tree 
were^ planted,  which  flourish  with  a  prodigality  of  foliage,  as  if  in 
tent  on  shewing  to  man  the  perishable  littleness  of  his  piondis 
creations.  On  levelling  the  site  of  the  manor  house,  in  1723, 
eoffin  was  dug  op;  in  which  was  found  a  got4  ring,  charged  wit 
this  inscription :  **  JRentember  the'Cavenani  ;**  and  it  is  aiei 
ttoned  by  Dr.  Mavor,  that, "  on  moving  the  ground  in  the  vicinit 
in  1791,  several  natural  and  artificial  curiosities  were  discoverer 
among  the  rest  some  coins  of  the  Roman  emperors.''  The  saa 
writer  justly  observes,^  "  that  some  of  the  iutreuchments  throu 
vp,  during  the  civil  war  in  the  time  of  Charles,  are  still  visible  c 
the  brow  of  the  hill  above  Queen  Pool ;  and  the  parterres  and  kno 
of  the  ancient  gardens  are  distinctly  to  be  traced  on  the  lawn,  i 
front  of  Cl^ttrchill's  Pillar/' 

Fm 

upon  one  of  tbem  (the  commissroners)  lighted  a  candle,  and  set  it  between  ti 
two  chambers^  in  the  doorway,  on  which  another  of  them  fixing  hb  tj 
saw  the  timilitude  of  a  hoof  striking  the  candle  and  candlestick  into  t 
middle  of  the  chamber.  Upon  this  the  same  person  was  to  bold  aa  to  drt 
his  sword ;  bat  be  had  scarce  got  it  oat  but  there  was  another  iavisil 
hand  bad  hold  of  it  too  ;  and  tug'd  with  him  for  it ;  and  preTailiog,  atnick  hi 
so  violently  with  the  pommel  that  be  was  stuiiu'd  with  the  blow.  Ihen  beg) 
grievous  noises  again,  insomuch  that  they  called  to  one  another,  got  togeth< 
and  went  into  the  presence-chamber,  wliere  tkey  iaidjnayert  and  Mmmg  pttlau 
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Hmiibe  BavinAil  contenqibiMii  of  graetam ''  Mkak from  Hi 
hiA0Me,*'  we  turn  to  the  splendid  creation  of  a  oonpanitiTeljr 
f^ftfttn,  Ai  conduct  the  reader  to 

.jj  BLENHEIM.* 

honoor  of  Woodstock,  which  had  so  long  appertained  to 

NSniwn,  was  conferred  on  John  Doke  of  Marll^rongh,  by 

iAane,  as  a  testioiooy  of  royal  favour*  in  consequence  of 

services  rendered  by  that  tllastrioos  warrior  and  ahlo 

At  the  same  Ume  the^  sum  of  half  a  million  sterling 

by  Parliament,  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  such  a'palaoe 

.  dhke  and  his  descendants  as  should  proclaim,  in  magni- 

pbid  dnrable  characters^    the  exalted  virlne  of  the  hero, 

profjortioned  gratitude  of  his  country.    The  victory  of 

ksiM,  which  was  atchieved  on  the  second  lay  of  August, 

\  «oi||idered  one  of  the  most  important  of  the  numerous 

rices  performed  by  his  Grace ;  and  from  the  scene  of 

mild  action  the  palace  derives  its  name.    As  a  species 

«erjeantry  the  mokt  gracious  to  the  favoured  subject,  it' 

f  directed  that  "  on  the  second  of  August,  in  every  year  for 

the  inheritors  of  Jiis  Grace's  honours  and  titles  should  ren- 

Windsor  to  her  Majesty,  her  heirs  and  successors,  one 

1^  or  colours,  with  three  flenrs-de-Iis  painted  thereon,  as 

litSance  for,  all  manner  of  rents,  soits,  and  servioes  due 

\  Crown."t    This  custom  is  of  course  observe  with  scru- 

/^XActness^ 

>  The 

r  oiany  pafticoUrt,  assuredly  the  most  interestiiig,  id  the  fbltowio^ 

tjiis  easfle,  or  palace,  I  am  indebted  to  a  work  on  the  subject  by 

Dr«  wboj  during  mj  eiamiuation  of  Btcnbeiro,  liberally  allowed  me 

every  desirable  advantage  frofti  bis  very  fajthful  and  elegant  pub- 

fm  timrof  gives  the  following,  among  other  abridged  ettracls,  fVom 
jfiteUnt  Ct»itom$  of  the  Munor  {f  Woodstock,  taken  in  Ibe  reign  of  TA^ 
valid  ¥X.— -"  To  the  Manor  and  Honoor  of  Woodstock  belong  seven  demesne 

towns. 
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The  usual  approach  to  Bleuheim  from  Woodstock  is  thrones 
triumphal  arch,  or  portal,  of  the  Corintliian  order,  constrtfcteJ 
under  the  direction  of  Sarah  Duchess  of  Marfborou!?h.  Osthe 
side  uflKt  to  the  town  is  an  inscription  in  Latin,  of  which  the 
following  translation  is  presented  on  the  face  towards  the  park: 
Tnis  Gatb  was  Bvitr  the  Yea*  afteb  the  D.atb 

Or  THE  MOST  ILLV3THI0VS 

John  Dviii  or  Marlborotc,  Bv  ottDiR  ofSahaii 
.His  most  relovbd  Wife 
To  WHOM  He  left  the  soke  diuctioh  of  the 

Many  Tkinoe 

That  demained  vNFiNi.Hko  or  this  Fabbick. 

Thi  Services  of  this  Cheat  Mam  to  hje 

COVNTRV  Th'e  PiLtAB 

Wnt  TELL  Yov  which  the  Dvchiss  has  ehectei. 
For  a  lastiko 

•MoiviIENT  OF  HIS  GLOUr  AX  I.  HER  ArrEciioi. 

To  Hi  If. 
MOCCXXIII. 

The 

H^r;  .  ""*^  ,he,e„..U.„f  „,,,h  are  d..cU„gcd  from  1 

.0  .11  fair,  and  m„te,.,  „„|  p„„„s  other  p«,icul.r  priviKge* 

••  Tliere  .re  sev«.l  kinds  ofl.nd  in  ,hi.  manor;  Dc«u,n,.  or  Buiy 
i««rf;  FrccLa„d;  and  CaHnman,  Und;  ,l.e  l.Uer  of  whicb  descend.  U 
Ibe  jouugest  son,  or  dangliter,  as  heir. 

"The  customary  tenants  of  n.noborough.  fombe.  and  Bl..do„.  ..r, 
bound  to  cut  „.d  make  .1.  ,he  grau  growing  i„  Wo..d..ock-P.rl,  for  .hie. 

L  wl  ,"  '"  '       """""""-•  "  "f'-'  V  'he  khig  visited  i.,  fo.  whic. 
^rof  th    r""  r°  '"""  "'  ""'  •""  '"°  8.llonsof  ale;  and  ,h, 
•CO.  .ithin  and  about  the  king's  manor  of  Woodstock 
"wl"^'  *!."■"'.*  °'""  "'"  °"^'""°=  ^'"'"•'  "<»  «'■«  ♦»•">  of  Woodcock 

-  Tfc. 
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l^be  wivance  tojhe  builjiiog  }s  eminently  fine.  Qb  the  rights 
embedded  in  a  wide  and  deep  valley,  is  a  beautiful  expanse  of 
vtler,  wliicb  meanders  in  forms  prodactiTe  of  a  ceaseless  variety 
of  pictoresque  efTcqt.  Over  the  broad  bosom  of  this  lake,  or 
river,  is  thrown  a  stately  bridge.  At  some  remove,  in. front  of 
the  palace,  rises  a  sculptured  column,  whose  lofty  proportions 
deride  the  growth  of  every  tree  that  decorates  its  base.  The 
distance  possesses  a  raptivating  succession  of  wood  and  water, 
boundless  to  the  eye,  and  involviug  pictorial  beauties  at  every 
poiDt  The  approach  is  over  a  wide  and  open  gravel  road,  which 
continues  for  a  quarter  of  a  mile,  and  which  is  judiciously  made 
to  deviate  from  a  straittht  line,  as  if  to  allow  leisure  for  the  admi« 
ration  inevitably  excited,  and  to  usher  the  examiner  to  spot^ 
commanding  fresh  displays  of  attractive  scenery.  As  the  closer 
vicinity  of  the  palace  is  gained  this  road  unites  with  another, 
termed  the  Mall,  which  leads  from  a  noble  entrance  on  the  south 
of  Woodstock,  and  is  lined  by  double  rows  of  forest  trees. 

When  the  northern,  or  grand  frout  of  the  edifice  is  attained, 
the  spectator  is  compelled  to  admire  the  genius  of  Vanbrugh,  in 
ipite  of  the  ascendant  which  his  fancy  sometimes  gained  over  his 
judgment.  The  whole  display  is  impressive,  vast,  and  august^ 
No  architect,  according  to  the  opinjon  delivered  by  Sir  Joshua 
Reynolds,  understood  the  picturesque  of  building  so  well  as  Yan- 
Vrogh.  The  majestic  castle^of  Blenheim  seems  to  prove  the  cor* 
rectness  of  the  assertion.  The  eye,  without  taking  leisure  to 
examine  the  various  features  ^hich  conduce  to  the  result,  is  at 
OQce  struck  by  a  combination  productive  of  unspeakable  grandeur. 
The  consummate  skill  jn  the  perspective  of  architecture  pos<9 


"  Tbe  customarj  tentnts  of  the  Demesne  1 0H'ns  were  bonnd  to  carry  the 
)>«y  growing  on  the  meads  in  Woodstock* Paik  to  the  king's  bam,  for  tli« 
•opport  of  the  deer  in  wiuter,  for  whicli  thcv  were  to  have  seven-pence  a 
ddv,  and  to  lie  allowed,  on  guiog  home*  to  carr^  oifas  much  hay  ni  woold  lie 
ia  the  bed  of  iheir  cari>." 

It  may  be  hrrc  oUefvcd  that  t'le  whwlf  '<»f  Blenheim  is  extra- parochial. 
The  number  of  inhabited  houses  %vilhiii  li.e  limits  of  the  park,  U  stated,  ia 
^  returns  for  3811,  to  be  lourtccn  :  and  that  ofiuhabitHats  121.. 
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teased  by  the  designer,  kindles  a  corseapondeot.  ml  in  the  lyec* 
tator'a  fancy  ;  and^  for  a  moment,  we  disdain  all  <$aiculakioas  re- 
specting established  mle,  while  we  see  sash  a  stupendous  asselo- 
4iage  of  parts  worked  into  a  wl^ole,  so  finely  adorned  by  relief 
nnd  hannony. 

On  a  more  miiiule  investigalioiij  those  who  lodk  for  faults, 
nnd  square  their  judgment  by  the  standard  of  the  ancients,  ss- 
doulitedly  may  find  food  for  criticism.  Such  wtN  point  to  elevt- 
tions  which  hesitate  between  cupolas  and  towers,  and  properly 
are  neither.  They  will  direct  the  eye  to  the  .central  compart- 
ment,  and  observe,  that  if  measured  with  the  lateral  portions  of 
the  edifice,  it  will  be  found  to  want  height,  althoogb  it  is  by  so 
means  deficient  in  weight.  These  objections .  may  hold  goad 
when  the  critic  examines  Blenheim  as  an  architectural  drawmg; 
but,  when  it  is  viewed  as  a  buiiding,  we  discover  so  much  sub- 
limity of  efiect,  that  little  disposition  remains  to  analyse  the 
sources  whence  gratification  is  derived.  The  central  compart- 
ment, to  which  each  portion  of  the  building  directs  the  eye  and 
the  foot,  is  certainly  satisfactory  in  splendour,  while  it  allows 
its  foil  share  of  display  to  every  subordinate  division.  No  parti- 
cular of  the  structure  is  thrown  into  a  degrading  shade :  eseh 
appears  necessary  to  the  piotorial  efiect  of  the  whole. 

Two  sharply-pduted  lines,  allusive  to  6ir  John  Vanbrogh : 

Lie  heavy  oo  him,  Eartli  1  for  He 
Laid  many  a  heavy  load  on  Thee, 

have  predisposed  those  who  examine  this  edifice  to  attribote  to 
it  a  mysiveness  of  weight,  ill-suited  to  any  domestic  building. 
But  the  palace  appears  to  be  august  rather  than  ponderoim*  It 
would,  perhaps,  be  difficult  to  shew  how  so  extensive  a  pile  could 
be  less  weighty,  without  losing  essential  dignity.  Respecting 
the  cavils  so  often  preferred  on  this  head,  it  has  been  observed 
by  Dr.  Mavor,  that  "  Vanbrogh  deserves  very  considerable  ap- 
plause for  his  judgment  in  a  circumstance  which  has  principally 
exposed  him  to  the  censure  of  pretended  critics  ;  he  has  rendered 
9  tUs 
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Ihis  structare  characteristic,  and  expressire  of  its  deatinatwn. 
Its  nasuTe  graodear,  its  spacious  portals,  and  its  lofty  towers, 
noal  tlic  ideas  of  defeace  and  security ;  with  these  we  naturally 
attociaie  the  hero  for  whom  it  was  erected,  and  thus  find  it  emUe- 
ouUic  of  his  talents  and  pursttits.'' 

The  geaerai  character  of  this  front,  as  has  been  already  sag- ' 
gested,  is  nixed  and  original.     The  extent,  from  wing  to  wing, 
is  348  feet.    The  whole  is  highly  ornamented ;  and  the  centre  is 
iKipported  by  columns  of  the  Corinth?^n  order. 

The  spot  on  which  the  building  is  placed  is  fine  by  natnre,  and 
ennobled  by  art  The  site  of  the  palace  is  sufficiently  eleratetf 
to  display  the  fabric  to  great  efiect,  without  detracting  from  its 
csmpamtive  magnitude.  That  lovely  expanse  of  water,  which' 
it  one  of  the  boasts  of  Blenheim,  is  thrown  in  majestic  meanders 
to  the  right  and  the  left,  its  banks  ever  rising  into  ridges  of 
hills  that  intersect  each  other  with  graceful  sportiveness  of  forn, 
some  crowned  with  masses  of  wood,  "others  clothed  with  the 
richest  verdore,  and  only  dotted  with  ornamental  orobrage. 
Over  the  broad  stream,  directly  in  front  of  the  palace,  is  the 
kidge  before  noticed,  which  in  itself  would  seem  a  labour  worthy 
of  poblic  indnsU'y.  On  an  elevation,  proudly,  but  not  too  loftily, 
pre-eaunent  among  the  concourse  of  koofis  which  adorn  this  fine 
domain,  is  placed  the  pillar,  surmoUuted  by  a  statue  of  Duke 
ioba,  in  a  triumphal  garb  and  attitude.  To  tlie  right  are  seea 
tlie  arches  of  a  second  bridge,  which,  at  the  first  glance,  appears 
constructed  to  astonish  the  spectator  with  an  exuberance  of  costly 
and  finished  masonry. 

The  soath-front  of  the  building  is  a  chaste  and  fine  elevation. 
The  scenery  happily  assimilates  with  the  less  florid  character  of 
this  part  of  the  structure ;  and  all  speaks  of  elegant  and  orna- 
nented  qniet  Over  a  portico  of  the  Corinthian  order  is  placed  a 
colossal  boat  of  Louis  XIV.  of  France,  taken  from  the  gates 
ofToomay:  a  truly  gratifying  and  appropriate  embellishment! 
Thb  bast  is  adorned  with  various  military  emblems ;  and,  on  the 
pediment,  is  seen  the  following  inscription : 

EvRor« 
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EvKoPiB  Hjlc  ViNotx  G&MIO  Decora  AtTA  Bbxtabi]vo. 

Thas  rendered  into  English :  "  The  Assertor  of  the  Libeity 
of  Europe  dedicates  these  lofty  honours  to  the  Genius  of  Bri- 
tain." 

The  interior  of  this  noble  pile  is  calculated  to  realize  every 
Anticipation  of  grandeur  created  by  a  view  of  its  more  prominent 
features^  On  entering  the  palace,  through  the  superb  portico  ia 
fronts  the  Hall  first  demands  notice.  This  apartment  is  of  fiiie 
proportions,  and  ascends  tc  the  height  of  the  buildiug,  sixty-^ 
■even  feet.  Tht  roof  is  supported  by  pillars  of  the  Corinthian 
order.  The  ceiling  is  painted  by  Sir  James  Thornhill,  and  allc- 
gorically  represents  "  Victory,  with  proper  nccompanimeDts, 
crowning  John  Duke  of  Marlborough,  as  she  points  to  a  plan  of 
the  battle  of  Blenheim.  The  duke  is  depicted  in  a  blue  RomsB 
dress.'*  In  the  lower  division  of  the  ball  is  disclosed  the  part 
of  a  gallery,  which  runs  to  the  whole  extent  of  the  manuoo, 
and  is  ornamented  with  numerous  family  portraits,  and  with 
whole  lengths  of  Clara  Eugenia,  In&nta  of  Spain;  and  of 
Queen  Anne,  by  Lily.  This  splendid  room  of  entrance  is  lik^ 
wise  adorned  with  two  large  family  pieces,  and  some  pleasing 
specimens  of  sculpture.  Over  the  marble  door-case  that  comma- 
nicates  with  the  saloon  ia  a  bust  of  Duke  John,  with  a  Latiii  ia- 
acription  thus  rendered : 

Behold  the  roan  to  distiint  natiooi  known. 

Who  5h«ok  the  Gallic,  fix*d  the  Auttriau  throiie. 

New  lustre  to  Britannia's  glorj  gare; 

In  coancilt  pnidenti  as  in  action  brave. 

Not  Jnlias  more  in  arms  distinguish 'd  ahin'd» 

Nor  could  Augustas  better  calm  mankind. 

In  niches  near  the  angles  beneath  the  gallery  are  the  Medi- 
eean  Venus  and  the  Dancmg  Fawn,  executed  in  bronze  by 
Maximilian  Soldani  Benzi,  from  the  originab  in  the  collccltoii  of 
the  Grand  E|ake  of  Tuscany.  On  a  black  marble  slab  is  placed 
ft  Diana  and  Dog,  fino  and  antique;  and,  opposite,  is  a  rase. 
7  with 
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ipith  tgixm  in  relie?o/  from  the  antique,  supposed  to  represent 
the  Doptaal  oeremonies  of  the  Komaos. 

The  BoW'Windouf  Roam  is  the  next  to  whidi  yisitors  are 
condncted.  In  this  room  is  seen  some  of  the  unriralled.  tapestry 
liuGh  decorates  the  pakice  of  Blenheim.  The  subjects  here 
treated  are  the  battles  of  BUnheim  and  Wynandael ;  the  prin« 
cipsl  action  of  the  first  being  confined  to  the  taking  of  Marshal 
TsUsnL  The  design  is  good,  the  colouring  extremely  vivid, 
sod  the  %hts  and  shades  disposed  with  most  felicitous  effect ; 

So  lively  glows 
The  fair  delauoa,  tliat  oar  pastious  ri*ie 
la  the  behold ingj  and  the  glories  share 
Of  ▼isionary  battle.* 

The  ei^ng  is  painted,  and  ornamented  with  military  emblems^ 
by  Hakewill.  The  window-curtains  and  furniture  are' blue  silk 
damask  This  room  is  likewise  adorned  with  numerous  pictures, 
among  which  are  a  fine  combination,  represeutiug  the  Virgin  and 
Child,  St.  John  and  St.  Nicholas,  by  Raphael.  This  estimable 
piece  formerly  belonged  to  the  Capeila  degli  Ansidei  at  Perru* 
gia,  St.  Jerome  studying,  by  Giorgioni.  A  Female  Head  by 
Renbens;  a  Madona  and  Child  by  Leouai-do  da  Vinci;  a  Man's 
Head,  by  Titian,  very  fine;  a  Battle  Piece  by  Wouvermans. 
Here  are  also  two  drawmgs  by  Cipriani,  for  frontispieces  to  the 
first  and  second  volumes  of  the  Gemmte  Marlburienses, 

The  following  are  some  of  the  productions  of  the  pencil  which 
enrich  the  Duke's  Drtf^mg-iSoom  :*- Our  Saviour  in  the  Vir- 
gin's Lap,  crowning  two  female  Martyrs,  by  Titian ;  two.  pieces 
by  Murillio,  on  his  ftivourite  suli[jecti  Beggar  Boys  ;  a  fine  Holy 
Family  by  Reubens ;  and  a  Sleeping  Venus  and  Satyr,  with 
attending  Cupids,  from  the  school  of  the  same  artist. 

The  East  Drawing' Room  is  hung  with  crimson  damask,  and 
cofttaios,  asMDg  other  paintings,  a  bighly-^finished  Baccha- 
fialtan  Piece;  Andromeda  chained  to  the  Rock;  Reubens,  with 
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his  Wife  «nd  Cbild,  a  present  to  the  first  Dike  by  tt«  City  if 
Brussells ;  and  the  Offering  of  the  Magi;  al^  by  ReubcM.  Tht 
portraits  of  hiniself  and  family  possess  macb  spirit  aad  bewty  of 
eolouring.  The  Amnneiationj  by  Corr^o ;  the  Death  of  tht 
Virgin  Mary,  by  Guido ;  a  Landscape^  Paul  Rrylle ;  a  Holy 
Family,  ''  suppdsed  by  Raphael,  ia  his  earliest  style  of  psiitisgv 
a  present  from  the  Town  of  Ghent ;''  a  small  Landscape,  )ff 
Claude  Lorrain  $  Philip  II.  King  of  Spain,  a  whole  length,  hj 
that  sovereign's  favomrite  painter,  Titian;  and  the  felkwiag; 
among  numerous  portraits,  by  Vandyke  :  the  Duchesa  of  Buck- 
ingham and  Ofispring ;  Charles  I. ;  Queen  Henrietta  Maria,  a 
delicate  and  pleasing  figure,  delineated  before  care  had  corroded 
the  conntenance,  which  possessed  sufficient  beauty  to  plesd  aa 
excuse  for  the  uxorionsness  that  Mrs.  Macanlay  ia  pleased  to 
attribute  to  the  royal  husband  as  a  vice.  The  dress  is  wUte 
sattin,  tastefully  ornamented  with  lace. 

The  Grand  Cabinet  is  a  magQificent.apartmenty  "  which  opens 
to  the  east  and  sonth,  and  commands  the  most  chaming  scsMffy. 
The  hangings  and  furniture  are  rich  crimson  daamak,  with  gild- 
ing of  corresponding  splendour :  in  the  centre  of  the  cieling  is  a 
large  circular  gilt  plume.    Over  the  chimuey*pieoe  stand  the 
listening  Slave,  and  a  cronching  Venus  in  bronze.''    The  psiai- 
ings  in  this  room  are  of  a  most  rare  aid  exoelleat  deacriptioa. 
The  productions  of  Reubens  here  preserved  are  cakulatad  to  odd 
dignity  to  the  noblest  mansion  ever  reared  by  natioual  giaSitBde. 
The  following  pieces  are  all  by  that  great  naster : — ^A  Holy 
Family.    The  Offering  of  the  Magi.    Our  Saviour  bleasiag  the      | 
Children.     Filial  Afifection,  exemplified  in  the  Roman  Daugh- 
ter ;*'  not  even  the  skill  of  Reubens  can  render  Urn  subject 
pleasing  on  canvas.    As  a  legend  the  moral  is  onqueotisBaMy 
fine ;  but  the  portraiture  of  manly  dignity  d^^ed  to  the  pit- 
tance of  a  child's  dole ;  of  suppliant  anility  drawiog  sustunanrf 
from  the  bosom  doe  to  a  new  creation,  offends  the  eye  by  am  m- 
congruity  of  iamges,  and  seems  injurious  to  the  premgatif  of 
nature.    Lot's  Departure  ont  of  Sodom,  a  fine  pictui^  tka  co- 
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looriig  «(ll«aiely  rieh.  This  piete  vas  presented  by  the  town 
of  Aotverp.  The  retiuni  of  Our  Saviour  iiroiD  Egypt.  A  Per* 
tiait  of  I^uraceUas. 

This  roam  is  Ukewise  adorned  by  a  Madoiia,  her  head  eDoiroled 
vith  stars,  supposed  the  muracalous  conceptiou,  by  Carlo  Dolce. 
Perhaps  elegance  of  taste,  and  enthusiasm  of  genius,  never  be- 
9towed  80  exquisite  an  expression  on  the  image  of  the  '*  human 
fibee  divine/'  The  attitude  is  unspeakably  graceful  and  vrtaning. 
The  tints  are  admir^ly  disposed ;  and  the  whole  picture  worthy 
of  an  association  with  the  best  productions  of  a  Reubens. 

A  Madena  atanding  on  a  Globe,  surrounded  by  Angels,  by 
Carlo  Maratti.  Raphael's  favourite  Dorothea,  by  himself.  Pope 
Gnigary,  and  a  Feouile  Penitent  bearing  a  palm  branch,  by  Ti« 
tisa.    A  Holy  Family,  by  Ludovieo  Caracci. 

The  hangings  of  The  Blue  Draunng-Raam  are  of  damask, 
with  ornamental  gilt  bordures.  The  paintings  in  this  apartment 
are  adSB^MHis ;  among  which,  the  following^  possibly^  possess  the 
greatest  interest  :— 

Oar  Saviour  and  SL  John :  Carlo  Dolce. 

The  Woman  taken  in  Adultery :  Rembrandt 

Isaac  blessing  Jacob,  by  the  same  master.  The  colouring  par- 
cnhvly  fine  and  mellow* 

Gatharine  of  Medicis,  by  Reubens,  an  admirable  portrait. 
Every  line  of  the  countenance  piercingly  expressive  of  the  male« 
volence  wabi^pily  rendered  habitual  to  the  original.  The  dress, 
UadL,  witb  a  pointed  ruff. 

Dofolhy^  Countess  of  Sunderland,  the  Sacharissa  of  Waller, 
byVaadyko. 

A  small  Family  Piece,  by  Gonzales. 

Two  liAiidscapes,  by  Gaspard  Poussin.  The  Duchess  pur- 
chasef  the  works  of  this  master  at  any  price. 

A  Laadaoape,  by  Wouvermans,  in  his  best  manner. 

A  Boly  Fiimily,  by  Ludovieo  Caracci. 

A  Collection  of  Mhiiatnres,  inclosed  in  one  frame,  contains 
Ihioe  of  Mstry  Qneen  of  Scots. 

2  D  2  The 
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The  If  inter  Drawing-Room  is  bung  with  Upestiy  repreMnt^ 
ing  the  four  cardinal  virtues.  Fortitude,  Prudence,  Joatiee,  and 
Tenaperance,  with  characteristic  emblems  and  embeHisbmeiitB. 
DiflTerent  parts  of  the  room  are  adorned  with  bronzes  of  Cupids, 
and  of  Hercules  killing  the  Centaurs,  [n  the  centre  of  th^ 
chimney-piece  is  an  alto-relievo  of  Cupid  and  Psyche's  Mar- 
riage,  from  the  antique  of  Tryphon.  There  are  only  three 
paintings  tn  this  apartment ;  but  the  tapestry  which  covers  the 
sides  may  almond  be  said  to  rival  the  efforts  of  the  penctL 

Over  the  6rst  door-way  is  Vandyke's  celebrated  portrait  of 
Lord  Stafford,  attended  by  his  secretary.  The  countenance  of 
this  ill-fated  nobleman  expresses  deep  thought ;  but,  by  some,  it 
may  be  conjectured  that  there  is  more  of  barsliDess  in  the  jfea- 
tures,  and  less  of  dignity  in  the  general  manner,  than  wrald  be 
expected.  The  execution  of  the  piece  is  truly  great.  There  are 
three  pictures  on  this  subject  ini  the  kingdom.  Concerning  that 
preserved  at  Wentworth-house,  in  Yorkshire,  Lord  Orford  says, 
"  I  can  forgive  Vandyke  any  insipid  portraits  of  perhaps  insipid 
people,  when  he  shewed  himself  capable  of  conceiving  and  trans* 
niitting  the  idea  of  the  greatest  man  of  the  age.''— It  may  be 
observed  that  the  credit  of  Vandyke,  as  a  delineator  of  eharac- 
ter,  does  not  rest  on  this  single  picture.  In  various  instaaees. 
easy  to  be  enumerated,  he  has  proved  that  few  painters  were 
more  capable  of  conveying  *'  the  ideas"  of  energy  of  mind  and 
elevation  of  sentiment. 

Over  the  chimney  is  a  portrait  of  Mary  Duchess  of  Richmond, 
with  a  little  girl  presenting  her  gloves;  and,  over  the  Mcend 
door,  are  two  portraits,  on  one  canvas,  of  Mrs.  Morton  and  Mis. 
Killigrew  ;  both  which  pieces  are  likewise  by  Vandyke. 

The  Dining' Itoom  is  "  an  apartment  well  adapted  lor  its 
destination,  being  large,  lofty,  and  commodiously  situated  next 
the  centre  of  the  palace.  The  ceiling  is  richly  staccoed ;  sad 
the  sides  are  wainscotted  in  large  pannels,  painted  white»'^  This 
room  is  adorned  by  the  following  paintings : 

I»t  and  his  Daughters^  by  Reubefts :  a  fine  picture,  pmoiled 
by  the  Emperor  of  Germany* 
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VeDV  and  Adonis,  by  tbe^same  artist,  and  a  present  from  the 
stnie  potentate.     The  colouring  admirable^  but  the  figure  of 
VeaoB  clamsy  and  unpleasing:      Reubens  had  been  so  much* 
praised  for  painting  beautiful  flesh,  that  he  thought  he  could 
not  bestow  too  much  on  an  unattired  object 
The  Rape  of  Earopa,  by  Paul  Veronese. 
Cattle  and  Figures,  an  excellent  performance,  by  Castiglione. 
Several  small  Landscapes  by  Wootton,  executed  with  taste  and 
spirit 

The  present  Duke  and  Duchess  of  Marlborough,  with  six  of 
tbeir  Children,  by  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds.  Tlie  grouping  fine; 
and  the  figures,  as  usual  with  Sir  Joshua,  delineated  in  the 
bigbest  possible  point  of  character.  We  leam  from  Dr.  Mayor 
that  the  som  of  seven  hundred  guineas  was  paid  for  this  famWy 
piece. 

Yandyie  has  two  pictures  in  this  apartment :  a  Bacchanalian 
piece,  and  a  whole  length  portrait  of  Queen  Henrietta  Maria, 
Either  from  a  temporary  want  of  professional  zeal  in  the  artist, 
er  from  the  operation  of  an  onpropitious  humour  in  the  snl^ecl 
delineated,  the  queen  appears  less  pleasing  in  this  picture  than 
in  the  haH^length  noticed  in  the  east  drawing-room :  yet  the  ge- 
neral effect  of  figure  is  far  from  being  destitute  of  attraction. 
When  we  recollect  the  strenuous  political  measures  advised  by 
this  queen,  and  reflect  on  the  hold  and  masculine  letters  written 
to  her  consort,  we  feel  surprise  at  beholding  so  slender  and  soft- 
chanctered  a  form. 

The  Saioom  "  is  a  noble  and  spacious  apartment,  which  com- 
muiioates  with  the  hall,  and,  together  with  it,  occupies  the  entire 
keadth  of  the  centre.^'  The  lower  division  of  this  room  is  lined 
vith  marble ;  and  its  four  door*cases  are  composed  of  the  same 
■aterial.  Over  each  door  are  the  arms  of  the  fii-st  duke.  Above 
tbe  marble  basement  are  six  compartments,  painted  tn  a  singular, 
aad  not  very  gratifying  style,  by  La  Guerre.  These  paints  pro- 
^  to  "  represent  difierent  nations  of  the  worlds  in  their  chs'- 
lacteristic  dresses  and  contours ;''  but  the  whole  consist  of  itidi- 
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vidnal  earieatureB ;  tnd^  unfoitaaately,  of  caricaturte  diipla^ 
little  strength  of  liiimour.  They  are  shewn  in  the  Miowiif 
manner : — 

I.  The  Painter,-*Freneh^  English^  and  Scotch.  ''  The  por- 
trait of  the  Englishman,  which  possesses  much  mhicmidity  ui 
portliness/'  according  to  Dr.  Mavor,  "  is  believed  to  lepreseal 
Dean  Jones,  chaplain  to  Sarah  Dachess  of  Mariboroogh/* 

II.  Spaniards. 

III.  Moors  and  Negroes. 
lY.  Chinese  and  Tartars. 
V.  Tories. 

VT.  Dutch  and  Swedes. 

The  ceiling  is  at  the  height  of  the  building,  and  is  paioted  by 
Ja  Guerre  with  more  felicity  of  design  and  eflfeet  This<na- 
mented  portion  of  the  apartment "  emblematically  repreoeats  John 
Duke  of  M arlborongh,  in  the  career  of  victory,  arrested  by  the 
hand  of  Peace,  while  Time  reminds  him  of  the  rapidity  of  his 
own  flight'' 

In  different  parts  of  the  saloon  are  antique  busts  of  CarsaUi» 
and  of  a  Roman  Consul;  a  sculptured  Sleeping  Yenns,  vui  t 
Cleopatra  with  the  Asp. 

The  Green  Drawing^Room  is  hong  with  excellent  tapertiy» 
representing  the  Battle  of  Dunnewert ;  the  Battle  of  LuU ;  the 
Siege  of  Lisle ;  and  the  Battle  of  Malpiaquei.  The  labours  of 
the  loom,  however,  do  not  engross  the  whole  apartment;  and 
the  following  productions  of  the  pendl  are  selected  with  SMoh 
taste,  to  bestow  a  last  polish  on  the  embellishments : «. 

A  Portrait  of  a  Juvenile  Knight  of  St  John  of  Jerusalem,  by 
Barroccio.    Very  fine. 

Meleager  and  Atalanta,  an  exquisite  picture  by  Reubom. 

The  Adoration  of  the  Shepherds,  by  Lucca  Giordano. 

The  Offtnng  of  the  Magi,  by  the  same  master. 

A  Madona  and  Child,  by  Nicholas  Poussin. 

Ifi^res,  encircled  with  wreaths  of  flowers^  by  RottenhanuMr. 

A  Holy 
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A.Holf  Fttttly,  by  Ni^hiriM  Poassin;  aad  a  higUy-fitiisbfld 
Portnit  of  the  late  Dtiekips  of  Harlborougb,  by  Romney. 

Tiie  SM^  Drawmg'Roem  hia  been  reoently  furnisbed  vai 
4eeofmted  willi  oiaeb  deganee.  Tbe  cortains  and  furnitore  ara 
vhite  danaak.  TJie  aidea  are  hung  with  the  original  tapettry, 
aad.  •otttain  rapraeenftalioaa  of  the  March  to  Bouchain,  and  ihe 
8i€ge  «f  thai  fbea.  In  tiiie  latter  pieee.  General^  afterwarda 
Imi,  CadogaOy  ii  a  coiia|Meiioai  igure ;  nor  ia  the  dog  iorgotten 
vUck  attended  that  genenal  throngh  bin  perilous  caop^gna^  and 
letarMBd  to  end  Jiia  day  a  ia  eaae  at  Gaveisbaia. 

Over  the  ehinmey  ia  a  portrait^  by  Ronuieyj  of  the  preeent 
Vake^  is  hia  giorter  robea*  A  meazotinto  from  thia  portrait  baa 
bam  exeenled  by  Jenea. 

The  raom  ia  likewiae  omaieiited  with  a  Frnit  Piece,  by  Lncea 
<Sofdaiio;  and  St  Lawrence  diatribniting  the  Ornameata  of  the 
Ahw,  by  II  Prete  Genoeae. 

The  fomitore  and  hanginga  of  the  SWe  Bed'ChmfJmr  are  of 
Use  daonak,  interiaced  wHb  gold.  The  top  of  the  bed-frame 
rim  into  a  dome,  snrmonnted  by  a  ducal  eoroaet;  and  the  extra- 
mitiea  of  tbe  bed-peata  are  onamented  with  military  emblems. 
At  tbe  head  are  the  fiunily  arms. 

(her  the  ebimney-piece  ia  a  paiottag,  by  Lncea  Giordano 
npresenting  Seneca  bleeding  to  death,  "  while,  with  philo- 
sifhie  compoBure,  be  dictates  to  bis  amanuensis.''  Tbia  pic- 
Jtare  ia  not  so  large  as  that  on  the  same  subject  at  Burleigh; 
aor  are  the  figorea  so  nnmerona.  The  action  Tepreseihed  is  too 
dreary  to  admit  of  mneh  contemplation.  The  hero,  who  expirea 
in  the  Cause  of  his  country,  is  viewed  witb  sympathy  and  admi<- 
ntion,  while  his  armed  form  reposes  on  the  sod,  however  deeply 
that  sod  may  be  stoined  witb  blood ;  and  we  gaze  with  enthnai- 
attic  veneration  on  the  dying  countenance  of  Socrates,  while  we 
Me  the  philosopher's  cloak  wrqiped  round  him  in  majestic  self- 
d^ndance ;  but  the  frightful  whiteness  of  Seneca'a  flesh,  robbed 
almost  of  the  last  vital  drop,  inspires  horror  in  so  unmixed  a 
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modtfieatton/  that  we  shudder,  and  forget  to  look  for  the  fine 
emanation  of  soul  depictnred  in  the  featares. 

There  are  sevend  other  paintings  in  this  room,  one  of  whick 
is  a  highly  finished-portrait  of  Edward  VI.  hy  Holbein. 

The  Library  "  occnpies  the  entire  west  fronts  is  npwsids  «f 
183  feet  long,  and  is  thirty-one  feet  nine  inches  wide  in.  Ik 
centre."  This  very  spacions  room  is  truly  mafl^ficent  The 
basement  is  of  black  marble;  and  solid  eolnmns  of  veined  naiUe 
support  a  rich  entablature.  Pilasters  of  the  Dwie  order  sre  libe- 
rally interspersed ;  and  the  vaulted  oetUag  is  divided  into  eosi- 
partmeuts  by  stucco-work. 

This  gallery  was  originally  intended  for  the  reeeptisa  of 
paintings,  but  "  has  since  been  fbmished  witli  the  grand  SuJar- 
land  collection  of  books,  comprising  upwards  of  seventeen  tboo* 
sand  volumes,  in  various  languages,  arts,  and  sciences;  all  ar- 
ranged in  elegant  cases,  with  gilt  wire  latticed  doors,  on  tbeeiil 
side  ihroQgh  its  whole  extent,  and  along  the  t#o  ends.  Few  pri- 
vate collections  are  equal  to  this  in  value,  the  whole  being  rec- 
koned worth  30,000  pounds.'' 

Sculpture  and  painting,  however,  unite  with  litesitnre,  to  aU 
charms  to  this  grand  room.  At  the  njlfir  «nd  is  plaoed,  with 
graceful  propriety,  a  white  marble  statae  of  Queen  Aane^  tn 
her  coronation  robes,  by  Rysbraek.  On  the  pedestal  is  this 
inscription ; 

To   THB   MXMORT  Or  QpBlIt  AllKB  ! 
U  If  DIB  WHOfB   AUtPfOBt 

JoBN  DuKt  OP  Maklbobovoh 

CoNqUEBBD, 

AWD    TO   WB08B    MoNIf ICBVCB 

Hb    and    Hit    POSTBRITY 

With  Gratitvdb 

-    OWB   THS    P088B81l0lf    9T   BLBHIfBltl 

A.D.  MDCCXXVl. 


At 
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Ai  the  oppMite  torminatioD  of  the  gallery  is  a  fine  boat  tf 
Akzasder  the  Greats  dag  from  the  ruins  of  Uercalanewn^  and  aqp- 
jMNted  by  ah  elegant  modem  Therm^  designed  by  Sir  WilUam 
Chambera.  On  the  vest  aide  is  an  antique  statue,  inscribed 
Jniia  Donma,  and  a  Diana  €md  Dog.  Several  busts  adorn  the 
book-caaea>  the  chitainey-pieces,  and  the  entrance. 

The  punttnga  are  chiefly  portraits;  among  vhich  most  be 
aaticed. 

Jobs,  Duke  of  Marlborough,  partly  in  armour,  with  brown  lea> 
ther  boakins.    A  baton  in  his  hand. 

Sarah,  Duchess  of  Marlborough.  The  face  youthful,  and  pos- 
sessed of  much  beabty.  The  form  graceful.  This  distinguished 
feonle  has  shared  the  common  fate  of  high  political  characters; 
bcr  errors  of  temper  have  been  written  in  brass,  and  her  beat 
virtues  have  been  attributed  to  motives  of  courtly  prudence.  Her 
great  ductility  of  talent  must  be  allowed  by  all.  With  little  edu- 
ealioB,*  for  lettered  knowledge  was  almost  deemed  disreputable 
to  the  women  of  her  jera,  she  long  maintained  an  ascendant  in 
the  political  world,  with  triumphant  splendour.  Few  females  so 
cifcnnistaneed  have  shewn  less  vanity  of  power.  Fond  of  rule, 
•be  resolutely  refrained  from  entering  into  any  measure  injurious 
to  the  constitution.  She  was,  indeed,  a  steady  and  ardent  sup- 
porter of  the  liberties  of  her  country.  Though  fond  of  money, 
her  boonty  was  of  a  princely  character.  Uooke,  the  author  of  the 
Roman  History,  at  the  recommendation  of  Lord  Chesterfield,  ar- 
failed  for  her  grace  those  memoirs  which  she  intended  to  repre- 
sent  her  life  in  (air  coloura  to  posterity.  He  waited  on  her  when 
the  was  feeble  and  confined  to  her  bed,  but  she  had  sufficient 
energy  of  mind  to  dictate  to  him  for  the  tern)  of  six  hours.  The 
love  of  money  is  justly  supposed  to  increase  in  a  ratio  Mith 
the  foilore    of  other  accustomed  passions;   but,  when   Hooke 

baa 

•  Speaking  of  herself,  at  the  period  of  the  revolution,  she  coureMCs  thnt 
"  the  had  never  read,  nor  employed  her  tine  in  aujr  thing  but  ptnviwig 
stcsrds.*' 
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iMd  perfemed  liis  liiik,  the  dneheiB  pmented  Un  with  tht  mi 
«f  if«  tliMMftiid  pewidA.^ 

King  WilliMn. 

Qteitk  Anne. 

ChaflM,  Duke  of  Marlboreagh. 

The  Duke  of  Montague. 

Lorcl  GodolphiR. 

The  bow-windows,  on  the  west  of  the  library,  command  fm 
^ewa  over  the  winding  deseeat  to  the  lake,  and  the  wnedkad 
aeenery4>eyond. 

1%e  Chapei  is  entered  by  a  plana,  aitoaled  in  the  western 
wing  of  the  palace.  The  interior  of  this  hoUding  is  oonspiomn 
Ibr  an  appropriate  temperance  of  decoration.  No  gilded  meald 
Ings  delude  the  eye,  and  ain  against  the  gmnty  of  the  plise. 
Compartments  of  sober  grey  woo  to  sedateness  of  thoaght,  snd 
sot  any  nnsoited  objeet  interrupts  solemnity  of  reflection. 

After  witnessing  memorials  of  the  career  of  greatness,  and  al> 
tending  the  mighty  Duke  John  through  the  woven  imagery  eC 
his  exploits,  we  are  now  called  to  dmw  a  moral  from  that  bonn 
to  which  the  "  paths  of  honour  do  hut  lead.''  On  the  right  eC 
the  chapel  is  a  piece  of  sculpture,  that  conatitttten  ita  chief  onm> 
nament. .  .the  monnment  of  the  first  dnke  and  duchess. 

This  superb  performance  is  the  work  of  Ryshimck.  The  snh- 
jects  of  sepulchral  liononr  are  represented  in  maiUe,  with  thdr 
two  sons  who  died  youi^.  Colossal  figores,  emblematic  of  ftme 
and  history,  support  their  effigies ;  and  the  pen  of  history  is  sap* 
posed  to  have  traced  on  a  tablet,  which  she  holda  in  the  other 
hand,  this  .inscription : 

To  THE  Mbmoby 

Of  John  Dukb  of  Marlbobouob  avp 

His  two  Soks 

His  Duchess  has  erectsd 

This  Moitukent 

Iv  THE  Year  op  Christ,  MDCCXXXllT. 


*  M«*y*>  Memoin  of  Lord  Cbestcr^ld. 
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BcMtih  te  a  fctaso  retiero,  ilhttPlrfttiTe  of  tke  oa(it«reof  M«r* 
tbil  Tillafd.    The  hnAlj  vault  is  coMtrdtted  uajer  the  nraiii* 


Tlie  chapel  possesses  an  altar  pjeee^  represettUog  our  SaTionr'a 
Descent  from  the  Cross^  by  Jordaens  of  Aatwerp ;  and  over  the 
eUaney  ia  a  small,  bat  earions,  painting  on  Mack  marUe,  by 
Alesaaadro  Vereoese. 

Baeii  are  the  i^mrtments  usnally  open  to  "pubKc  Ikspection. 
It  vHI  be  observed  that  a  eorrect  and  fine  taste  iu  tonspienons 
thnnghoat.  No  meretriciOiis  embeUishments  sed^  to  captivate  the 
orfinaiy  ejo,  by  glitter.  Every  charm  is  produced  by  the  Ifegi* 
tnnale  weans  of  gvand  proportion  and  finished  art.  The  rooms 
spproprlated  to  hmiij  residenoe  are  on  a  scale  eqaaily  magntfiii, 
cenlj  and  are  abnadantly  ornamented  with  the  prodnctioas  of  ge- 
aias.  The  pietnres  are  nnsMroos  and  vdnable,  and  the  Hbrarjr 
estttains  a  great  variety  of  rare  and  curioas  books.  Near  the 
eastern  angle  of  die  bnildiag  is  a  commodions  observatory^  erect- 
ed by  the  present  dnke,  and  fiunished  with  the  best  astronomical 
apparaUia»  by  Ramsden.  A  grand  teleaeope,  by  fierschell  (now 
in  the  library)  was  presented  by  his  Majesty,  shortly  after  the 
royal  visit  to  Blenheim  in  1786. 

Hie  palace  ia  entered  on  the  east,  *  by  an  arcaded  qvadrangle, 
consisting  chiefly  of  offices ;  bui»  on  the  left,  is  a  division  of  build* 
ing,  originally  a  green-house,  though  now  formed  into  a  theatre. 
The  embdlisbments  are  extremely  pleasing,  and  there  are  seats 
lor  two  hundred  persons,  independent  of  ;the  side-boxes.  It  is, 
however,  long  since  any  dramatic  pieces  were  performed  in  this 
building. 

Adjoining  the  theatre  is  an  apartment  dedicated  to  the  recep- 
tiMi  of  nine  pictures,  by  Titian,  presented  by  Victor  Amadous, 
Kiag  of  Sardinia,  to  John,  Duke  of  Marlborough.  These  paint- 
bgs  were  long  hidden  from  public  view,  and  are  now  ''  displayed 

chiefly 

• 

*  Orer  tbe.easteni  gate  is  a  reservoir,  capable  of  containing  five  hundred 
hogsheads  of  water.  This  wster  supplies  the  house,  and  Is  mised  by  an  engine 
n  AMenea^i  constroctiQOi^  erected  ia  old  Woodstock  MilU 


412  OXFORDSHIRE. 

chiefly  for  tlie  sake  of  amateurs  in  the  pictorial  art.''  The  isb- 
jects  are  Mars  and  Venas.  Cupid  and  Pbyclie.  Apollo  aod 
Daphne.  Pluto  and  Proserpine.  Hercules  and  Dejaoira.  Val- 
can  and  Ceres.  Bacchus  and  Ariadne.  Jupiter,  Juno,  and  lo. 
Neptnne  and  Amphitrite. 

The  figures  much  exceed  the  size  of  nature,  and  no  opports- 
nity  for  delicacy  of  colouring  is  lost  hy  the  intervention  of  en- 
vious drapery.  As  usual  with  Titian  in  his  attempta  to  dtii* 
neate  female  beauty,  the  design  is  not  equal  to  the  spirit  ai  the 
execution ;  yet  some  of  the  figures  certainly  possess  mack  grue, 
and  every  art  is  practised  to  render  them  attractive.  Theie 
paintings  are  on  leather,  and  cover  three  sides  of  the  nNNSj 
though  they  are  only  endosed  in  a  temporary  frame-work  of 
reeded  mouldibg.  The  whole  are  in  high  preservation,  and  Bave 
been  justly  said  **  almost  to  form  a  school  of  themselvea." 

The  princely  district  enclosed  by  walls,  as  a  demesne^appsa- 
dage  to  the  castle,  comprises  about  two  thousand  seven  hundred 
acres.  The  circumference  is  said  to  be  upwards  of  twelve  milett 
This  extensive  tract  admits  of  the  following  divisions  :^the 
space  which  lies  without  the  river  has  received  the  appropriate 
appellatiou  of  the  Great  Park ;  the  lands  chiefly  suirounded  by 
water  are  termed  the  lAttU  Park.  In  the  latter  portion  are  the 
gardens,  which  contain  two  hundred  acres  of  decorated  pleasure 
ground. 

The  gardens  are  airanged  with  a  magnificence  of  design  aod 
correctness  of  taste,  consonant  in  spirit  to  the  palace  which  they 
are  intended  to  adorn.  No  formality  of  lineal  direction^  nor 
labour  of  artificial  ornament^  injures  the  repose  of  the  scene.  All 
is  nature,  trained  with  teuderness  and  caution.  **  A  thousand 
beauties,  originating  from  design,  appear  fort^itous  to  the  eye. 
Though  traversing  a  garden  where  taste  has  exhausted  its  «kill, 
wq  incessantly  indulge  the  idea  of  being  only  contemplating  the 
natural  charms  of  the  country,  and  tracing  delights  of  rich  va- 
riety and  unlimited  extent.  The  intersecting  walks  generally 
retire  from  the  sight,  but  are  never  wai4iDg  for  necessary  com- 

muuicatioQ : 


mmkalioiit  they  oondnct  to  the  principal  taboidinate  teenes, 
and  oceupy  the  happiest  spaces/' 

At  one  point  the  eye  is  gratified  by  deep  and  cnltiyated  secia*. 
sion  ;  at  another  it  is  led  over  a  bonndless  expanse  of  captivating 
iandacape,  revealed  at  the  most  felicitous  juncture,  and  under  the 
finest  eirenmstances  of  contrast. 

The  artificial  ornaments  are  few,  and  calculated  to  impart  de- 
sirablo  relief  and  animation.  Shortly  after  entering  on  a  walk 
of  pehMy  gravel,  which  winds  to  the  east  apioi^^  rising  planta* 
ftiona,  and  beautiful  stretches  of  tufted  lawn,  is  seen  a  little  struc- 
ture, embellished  with  Corinthian  capitals,  called  the  Temple 
of  Heaiih.  This  votive  building  was  erected  in  17B9.  On  a 
ttsrMe  tablet  is  placed  a  loyal  and  elegant  inscription,  surmount- 
ed by  a  medallion  of  the  king. 

-  In  a  choiee  and  rural  division  of  the  grounds,  denominated  the 
Bheep-Walk,  is  constructed  a  small  thatched  edifice,  well  suited 
to  heighten  the  pastoral  character  of  the  scene,  termed  the 
Shepherd's  Cot.  Trunks  of  trees,  fancifully  arranged,  compose 
this  symbol  of  tranquillity,  and  varied  foliage  wraps  it  in  roman- 
tic shade. 

The  more  distant  side  of  the  gardens  gains  a  powerful  accession 
of  beauty  from  the  neigbbourbood  of  the  lake.  The  banks  of  this 
fine  water,  so  rich  in  all  that  constitutes  the  picturesque,  so  variously 
wooded^  and  so  fertile  of  fairy  nopks,  now  present  themselves  as 
one  lovely  whole  of  scenery,  now  retire,  in  graceful  though  bro- 
ken lines,  and  admit  a  share  in  the  display  to  precincts  of 
the  distant  park,  rendered  venerable  by  chivalric  atory. 

The  water  is,  in  one  part,  conducted,  amid  gronpes  of  acacia, 
cedar,  and  beech,  to  a  finely  mutilated  descent,  down  which  it 
poan  its  volume,  and  forms  a  pleasing  cascade.  At  a  short  dis- 
tance, in  a  pensive  and  recluse  dell,  is  a  capacious  basin,  orna- 
mented with  an  estimable  piece  of  sculpture,  the  last  work  of 
Benini.  It  is  "  a  copy  from  the  magnificent  fountain  in  the 
Piazza  Navona,  at  Rome  ;  and  was  a  present  from  the  Spanbh 

ambassador 
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unbttMadDr  al  tlift  Papil  cowrt  to  the  fin*  D«l:e  ttf  M«lbiMi«k 
On  the  four  extremities  of  the  ttfk  which  tapporU  the  obeUik^ 
are  four  river  geda^  tcnlptured  ia  ichite  marble.  Tlieae  are  in- 
tended to  repreMnt  the  Ikmube,  the  Nih,  the  La  Plaia,  and  the 
Gangts.''  Marhie  dolphins  seem  to  speii  on  the  water;  wai 
from  a  cavern  appear  to  issue  a  lion  ani  a  a^ahonc^  the  afttriiwkei 
of  Europe  and  Africa. 

Two  casta  in  bronze,  L'Arrotino  aad  the  SamaA  Wreiliin» 
hoth  by  Benzi,  ate  placed  in  different  situations  of  the  cadesiivs 
gardens ;  and,  on  an  elevation  eonmandiag  fxqnisite  praspecti^ 
IB  erected  a  temple  to  Diana.  This  is  a  chaste  and  haodsows 
structure,  designed  by  Sir  William  Cbambera.  In  front  are  im 
Ionic  colamna ;  anil  on  the  pediment  is  a  dedication  "  to  tki 
Ionian,  rural,  mountain-ranging  Diana.''  Witl^n  are  those  M^ 
dniiona.  That  placed  csntcaUy  represente,  yi  baa-vsbsf,  Hifpo- 
litas  ofiering  to  Diana  a  wreatti  of  flowers.  On  the  latenl  tts- 
daMioBB  are  verses  tnm  the  Hippoiitua  of  Enripidea,  which  ais 
thus  translated: 

To  thee,  bright  goddess,  these  fmir  Bowers  I  bring, 

A  chapitt  woven  from  th'  Dntainted  mea<], 

thy  cool  seqnestei'd  huuut,  where  ueyer  yet 

Shepherd  approech'd ;  where  the  mde  bind  ne'er  beav'd 

Th*  unhallow'd  aie  :  nor  voice  nor  sound  is  heard. 

Save  the  low  marmoring  of  the  vernal  bee. 

The  day-spriog  from  above  tho  dew  distils 

Genial  and  nuld«  from  the  pura  stream  eshal'd. 

On  evaj  frsgrant  hexbi  and  fttvoorite  flower. 

Within  the  pleasure  grounds  was,  till  recently,  a  flower-gar* 
den,  after  the  plan  of  that  of  Madame  Pompadour,  forsKrl^  at 
Versailles.  This  is  now  destroyed,  and  an  atiary,  contsioiag 
many  rare  and  beautiful  birds,  is  erected  on  the  site.  The  gar- 
dens for  the  service  of  the  table  are  extensive,  and  are  fomiihcd 
with  excellent  hot-houses,  and  a  conservatory. 

The  Park  contains  a  fine  sucaession  of  adorned  hone-scenery^ 
7  snd 
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nd  opa»,  at  naadi^less  points,  to  extoasm  and  c^itivaltag 
dUpItya.  It  is  *'  ohieiy  shaded,  towards  the  boundary,  with  % 
deep  beitof  various  trees,  evergreens,  and  deciduous  shrubs,  whose 
■iagied  foliage  exhibits  the  different  gradations  of  tints,  from  tfaa 
■Oft  ftint  to  the  most  obfuscated  green ;  while  plantations,  of 
eorrespondtsg  figsre  and  growth,  on  the  park  side,  soaietimes 
ntage  with  the  A>rBier,  and  sometimes,  breaking  into  groupes^ 
vtth  large  intentices  between,  relieve  the  tedium  of  continued 
wilmity.'' 

Nor  does  the  park  depend  for  umbrage  on  the  plantations  of 
modem  taiste.  It  is  well- wooded  throughout,  and  in  many  places 
we  meet  with  "  time-hoooured^'  oaks  which  may  have  afforded 
•luide,  in  the  vigour  of  their  youth,  to  the  Edwards  and  Henrys 
of  distaiit  story.  A  ride,  or  excellent  road,  including  a  circom* 
fereDce  of  more  than  three  miles,  describes  a  wide  circle  round 
the  palace  and  gardens,  and  enables  the  examiner  to  form  an 
aoonate  idea  of  the  character  of  the  more  retired  parts  of  the 
(fomaia. 

The  early  improvements  in  the  grounds  of  Blenheim  were 
cActed  under   Ihe  direction   of  Brawn,  and  he  exerted  his 
tttte  and  skill  to  their  extent      His  conception,  as  to  the. 
OKwt  judicious  mode  of  disposal,  appears  to  have  been  accurate; 
His  design  was  vast  and  grand ;  it  was  worthy  of  the  magnificent 
pile  which  his  work  was  to  surround  and  adoni.    Many  improve*-' 
meats  have  since  been  introduced;  these  bestow  the  last  touches 
•f  high  finishing,  and  evince  equal  correctness  of  judgment  and 
misifieeuce  of  spirit    But  ornament  has  not  been  the  only  ob- 
ject of  lale  introductions :  theyerme  om^  dainu  its  share,  and 
adds  the  relief  of  simplicity  to  the  charms  of  splendour.    The 
portion  of  the  park  allotted  to  airnUe   culture  is  in  a  retired 
«taatJo|i,  aai  could  be  iMl  spared  from  so  extensive  a  dis- 
trict of  pastnre.  * 
The  Watex  ef  Blenheim  is  one  eT  the  most  felicitooa  of  tlie 

features 

*  Tb«  pirk  now  rapports  sbont  IMO  head  sf  deer,  and  afibrdf  food  to 
wtneroas  flocks  of  shee^. 
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features  which  prodoce  a  whole  of  magnificoice.  The  tnatfA 
River  Glyme  originally  wound  through  narrow  banks,  nearty  in 
the  direction  of  the  present  majestic  river,  (nt  lake,  for  the  water 
is  tmly  said  to  partake  of  the  nature  of  both.  Brown  peiceived 
the  propriety  of  expanding  its  limits,  and  he  caused  the  banks  to 
recede,  still  preserving  the  beautiful  form  which  nature  had  be- 
stowed, and  which  no  art  could  equal.  He  was  so  well  satiified 
with  his  performance  that  he  has  been  known  to  say,  "  The 
Thames  would  never  forgive  him  for  what  he  had  done  at  Bb&> 
heim.''  But  labours  equally  judicious  with  his  own  have  siooe 
enlarged  the  boundaries;  and  the  water  now  covers  not  lew  thaa 
two  hundred  and  fifty  acres.  We  are  not  aware  that  any  pert  of 
the  kingdom  can  boast  of  a  spread  of  artificial  water  at  ones  fo 
august  and  lovely.  Its  meanders  are  sedate  and  pictorial ;  iti  broad 
bosom  taintless  and  pellucid ;  and  at  no  point  of  the  prioie  pre- 
cincts of  the  domain  has  its  magnificence  a  visible  termination. 

The  water  of  Blenheim  is  crossed  by  several  stone  bridgea 
That  through  which  it  enters  the  park  possesses  seven  arehcSi 
which,  if  somewhat  too  numerous  and  minute  in  character,  have 
been  happily  said  "  to  give  the  idea  of  a  supply  equal  to  the 
magnitude  of  the  lake.''  Quickly  spreading  to  a  great  expaoie, 
the  favoured  Glyme  stretches  towards  Queen  Pool,  a  retire! 
neighbourhood  of  islets,  so  denominated  from  Philippa,  the  cos* 
sort  of  Edward  III.  The  examiner  who  is  prone  to  nurse  reflec- 
tion,  and  wlio  venerates  the  actors  of  a  long-past  day,  will  here, 
perhaps,  place  a  local  value  on  tradition,  and  will  suppose  that 
the  excellent  Philippa  cherished  a  predilection  for  this  spot,  aa4 
often  retired  to  its  willowy  recesses  in  the  luxjiriaace  of  a 
summer  month. 

Before  the  river  fiows  through  another  arch  it  washes  a  little 
tract  called  Queen  Etixabetk's  Island.  This  is,  in  fact,  part 
of  the  ancient  causeway  leading  to  the  manor-bouse,  whicb 
stood  about  one  hundred  yards  distant,  towards  the  north. 

The  Grand  Bridge  has  often  been  compared  to  the  Rialto  at 

Venice ;  but  there  is  no  similitude  to  warrant  the  dlusion.    Thia 
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)s  a  Im  llhi^tlire,  tliougli  by  no  means  conspicuons  for  lighliiess. 
Il  slMNild,  however,  be  borne  in  recoHection  that  the  bridge  formfi 
the  stele-a[>proach  to  Blenheim^  and  would  want  consonance  of 
dniaeler  if  it  were  more  atry.  Like  the  bnllding  to  which  it 
lesdJfet  is  vm|  and  angUBt  An  idea  4P^  dij^nsiona  may  be 
ham,  when  we  obaerve  tlmt  the  diameter  of  fl^entre  arch  is 
one  hundred  and  one  feet 

On  quilting  the  paric,  to  which,  aided  hy  art,  it  proves  so  noble 
OB  ornament,  the  River  Q||yme  passes  under  a  low  bridge,  wllh 
niisMDiis  arches;  and, falling  d6wn  a  steejAscade,  mingles  with 
tbe  waters  of  the  Evenlode. 

The  Column,  mooned  as  one  of  the  most  stately  ornaments 
of  this  domain,  is  pla^d  on  a  considerable  eminence,  in  the  midst 
of  alnafavwa*  The  height  is  one  hundred  and  thirty  feet.  The 
Monu^of  tlie  pillar  is  erowned^  by  a  celossal  ^toe  of  the  Great 
Doke  of  Marlhoroogh,  in  a  Roman  dress;  at  hia  feet  are  two 
csgks;  in  ibe  left  hand  is  the  baton  of  command,  and  in  the 
nghl  is  a  figure  of  vielary,  elevated.  On  the  side  of  the  pedestal 
ft«anst  to  Blenbmm  is  an  insoription,  which  finely  delineates  ^e 
cbsmderaf  the  dnke,  and  relates,  in  compendious  terms,  the 
BMst  sirikiag  of  l&is  exploits.  This  inscription*  is  supposed  to 
faavej^eeded  from  the  pen  of  Lord  Bolingbroke,  and  we  pi^sent 
acspJjJPI  a  necessary  appendage,  and  a  desirable  ornament^  to 
oar  n^tt^  of  this  splendid  residence ; 

"  The  Cattle  of  BftSHSBni  was  ibonded  by  Qtieen  Aitnc 

In  tbe  fourth  year  of  lier  Reign* 

In  the  Year  of.  the  Chriitiaa  .£ra 

One  Tfaoasai^i  Seven  Handred  and  five. 

A  mODement  design'd  to  p^petaate  the  Memory  of  the  Signal  Victory 

Obtain'd  over  tbe  French  and  Bavarians, 

Near  tfte* Ullage  of  BLsyatiM* 

Ob  the  Banks  ofthe  Banmbet 

By  Jenii  Dvac  of  MaRLBOftovoa, 

The  Heio  not  only  of  hjs  Nation^  bat  of  bis  Age : 

Whose  Oloiy  wai  equal  in  the  Cooscil  and  in  the  Fie|d  | 
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Whp«  l»j  Wii4o9>«  ioitke,  Cuidoat,  wd  Adiran^ 

Heconcii'd  varioasi  and  even  opj^te  Intereatsj 

Acquired  an  Influence 

«        ^hich  no  Rank,  no  Authority  can  give, 

Kor  any  Force,  bat  that  of  sopertor  Virtue ; 

Becstvte  the  Hied  inportanC  Centre, 

Wiiicli  ttoited*  in  one  cemmtn  CavM^ 

The  principal  States  of  E«  aopi  ; 

Whoj  b^  military  Knowledge,  and  irrcaittible  Valoo^ 

In  a  long  Series  of  uninterrupted  Triufliphsy 

Broke  the  Power  of  France, 

When  raited  the  highest,  when  eierted  the  most : 

Rescued  the  Empire  from  Desolation ; 
Aittttcd  nnd  confirmed  the  Liberticf^f  Eosorc. 

^  PhiMpf  %  graiKbi^nof  the  Immm  ol*  Ffwwe,  imitod  tolheM- 
IMH,  dirwtad  by  Hie  polky,  auppMlMl  by  Uh^  am  of  iSM 
mmn,  hsm  placed  on  tbe  ticoM  of  Spaia.  Kisf  Wiiliui  UI. 
bibeU  diiii  fonaidaUe  umoii  of  two  great»  ond  onoo  fML  wmt- 
ofawL  Ai  tlie  end  of  a  Kfe  sptat  hi  dMndiiig  «ho  libertMiof 
jBiropQ^  ho  oaw.  tham.ia  thw  gii^oloot  dwger.  Ho  fionM  for 
Ikoir.ogOBritjr  in  th^  moot  oSmIboI  inwHier.  He  look  tko  IMe 
of  HMlli^nMigh  into  bis  servioo. 

'^  Aroba#sador  Extraoitdioary  and  Plftuyolfiaiapry  ^' 

•'  To  the  States  General  of  the  United  Province^ 

"  The  dnke  contracted  several  alliances,  before  the  death  of  King 
William.  He  confirmed  and  impjroved  these,  be  contracted  others, 
alter  the  accession  of  Qu^o  Anipe:  and  re-nnited  the  Confcde- 
racy,  which  had  been  disoolvcd  at  the  end  of  a  former  war,  ia  » 
striptor  and  frmer  league. 

"  Captain  Goneial  and  CooHMnder-b^ief 
'<  Of  the  Forces  4>rQsoaBiiuiA, 

"  The  duke  iod  to  the  fioM  the  amf  of  tiw  aUica.  He  tool 
with  surprising  rapiditj  Yenlo,  Ruremoode,  SlereiMiraert,  Lwg^ 

He 
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HecstaMM  ited  tacw^d  lli^fr<nitiers  of  the  0ttldi«  Tke  ene- 
aiei^  ukaai  h€  foaid  intaHiag'  at  tfae  gates  of  Niuieghen,  were 
dMffi  to  eefek  for  skeher  bebwd  their  Ihies.  He  forced  Bone, 
Hay,  linbonrg,  iii  aootiier  camfMugu.  He  opened  the  oohwhi- 
Bcilioii  a§  tiieHlhiiie,  a»  veil  as  the  Mmb.  He  added  all  tfae 
coant^  bctoteantbeee  men  to  his  Ibmer  coa^esta. 

"  The  afna  of  Iteace,  fiivoored  by  the  defection  of  the  Eleolor 
of  Bafaria,  had  penetrated  into  the  heart  of  the  empire.    Thia 
■ighty  hod|y  lay  exposed  fo  imniAiate  roin.    In  that  memorable 
eriiii,  Hie  Dake'of  Marlborough  led  his  troops,  with  anezampled 
cf^erfty,  seoreey,  oider«  from  the  Ocean  to  the  Danube.    He  saw, 
he  aiMachedj  aar  stofysd,  but  to  eeoqner  the  enemy.    He  foroed 
^  Bafariaa^  soatained  by  the  iYeneh,  in  their  strong  entrench«- 
Mall  at  Sehfliicaberg.    He  pasaed  the  Danobe.    A  second  royal 
aimy,  eompesed  of  the  best  troopa  of  France,  was  sent  to  rsin- 
foos  tins  fiiat    That  of  the  Confedorates  was  dinded.    With 
eae  pert  of'  it  the  siege  of  lagolstadt  was  carried  on:  with  the 
r,  the  d«ke  gate  battle  to  the  united  strength  of  Ftanoe  and 
Ob  the  seeoad  day  ni  Anguat,  one  thousand  sefen  hun« 
dnd  aad  Umr,  he  gained  a-  more  glorious  victory  than  the  histories 
of  any  age  ean  boast.    The  heaps  of  ataia  were  dreadlbl  proofh 
of  his  ndoor :  a  marshal  of  France,  wiiole  legions  of  French,  his 
prisoners,  proclaimed  bis  mercy.     BftTsria  ^as  subdued,  Ratis- 
boo,  Angsboorg,  Ulm,  Meminghen,  all  the  usurpations  of  the  ene- 
my were  restored.    From  the  Damibe  the  Duke  turned  his  victo- 
rious arms  towards  the  Rhine,  and  the  Moselle,  Landan,  Treves, 
IHerhaeh  were  taken.    In  the  course  of  one  campaign  the  very 
ssiure  of  the  war  was  changed.     The  invaders  of  other  states 
were  redwoed  to  defend  their  own.    The  frontier  of  France  was 
eiposed  in  ito  weakest  part  to  the  effi>rts  of  the  allies. 

''  That  ht  might  improve  tiiis  advantage,  that  he  might  push 
the  som  of  things  to  a  speedy  decision,  the  Duke  of  Marlborough 
led  hia  troopis  early  in  the  following  year  once  more  to  the  Mo* 
se^e.  Tb0f  whom  he  had  saVed  a  few  months  before,  neglected 
ts  scooiid  liifa  now.    They  who  might  have  been  his  companioui 
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in  ooafttest,  nAited  to  join  him.  Wben  he  law  Hyt  ynmlNB  A* 
0ig«B  ho  had  foniiod  fruslratod  |»y  private  interest^  by  ptfi^^  bf 
jeakoaj,  he  retonied  with  ipeed  to  the  Maes.  He  lOlanHl; 
•mi  toKtrnt  and  ?  ictory  returned  with  him.  Liege  ww  ralieved : 
Hny  retaken.  The  French,  who  hnd  preeeed  the  amy  of  tht 
States  General  with  saperior  naoihers,  retired  behind  enticBcb- 
menu  which  they  deemed  impregnable.  The  dnke  loreed  tlime 
entrenchments,  with  inoonstderaUe  loos,  on  the  soTonth  day  of 
July,  1705.  He  defeated  a  gritet  part  of  the  army  whidi  drfmd- 
ed  them.  The  rcit  escaped  by  a  precipitate  retreat.  If  aim* 
tages  proportionable  to  this  suooess  were  not  immediatdy  ob- 
tained, let  the  failure  be  ascribed  to  that  miofortnne  which  aMorii 
most  confederacies,  a  division  of  opinions  where  one  abne  ibosid 
judge,  a  division  of  powers  where  one  alone  shoiiM 
The  dissppointment  itself  did  honour  to  the  Dnke.  It  I 
wonder  of  mankind,  how  he  oonld  do  so  moeh  under  tbsse  ic* 
straints  which  had  hindered  him  from  doing  mono. 

"  Powers  more  absolute  were  given  him  afterwards.  The  is- 
crease  of  his  poweis  multiplied  his  victories.  At  the  openiag  of 
the  next  campaign,  when  all  his  army  was  not  yet 
when  it  was  hardly  known  that  he  had  taken  the  field,  thai 
of  his  triumplis  was  hesrd  over  Europe.  On  the  twelfth  dsy  of 
May,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  six,  he  attaeked  the  Reseb 
at  Ramillies.  In  the  space  of  two  hours  their  whole  aimy  um 
put  to  flight.  The  vigour  and  conduct  witii  which  be  improved 
the  success  were  equal  to  those  with  which  he  gatned  it  L»s* 
vain,  Brussels,  Malines,  liere,  Ghent,  Ondenarde,  Antwcrpi 
Damme,  Bruges,  Courtray,  surrendered.  Ostend,  Menin,  Den* 
dcrmood,  Aeth,  were  taken.  Brabant  and  Flandcn  were  reeoTfr* 
ed.  Places  which  had  resisted  the  greatest  generals  ibr  aesnlh% 
for  years  ;  provinces  disputed  for  ages  were  the  oonqnests  of  a 
buromer. 

"  Nor  was  the  Duke  content  to  triumph  alono.  Solicilens  fcr 
the  general  interest,  his  care  extended  to  the  reawlest  neeam  of 
the  war,  he  chose  to  lessen  his  own  army,  that  he  might  ensbk 
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tU  Men  of  tA0t  armiet  to  conquer.  To  this  mnst  be  atcrifa<> 
«^  that  Turin  ivaa  retieTod,  the  Duke  of  Savoy  reimtatejd»  the 
AttdiM?^  with  coofiiuon  out  of  Italy. 

*'  These  nctories  gave  the  confederates  an  opportunity  of  car- 
lying  the  var  tm  every  side  into  the  dominions  of  France.  Bui 
ihe  eontiiniedl  to  enjoy  a  kind  of  peaceful  nentraHty  in  Germany. 
From  Italy  she  was  once  alarmed,  and  had  no  more  to  fear.  The 
estire  rednctitNi  of  thai  power,  whose  ambitioB'  had  ceased,  whose 
atnagth  snpported  the  war,  seemed  reserved  to  him  alone,  who 
M  so  tritemphaatly  begun  the  gloriods  work. 

**  The  barrimr  of  Prance  on  the  side  of  the  Low  Goontries,  had 
keen  fcnuBg  for  more  than^half  a  century.  What  art,  power, 
npenet  could  do,  had  been  done,  to  render  it  impenetrable.  Yet 
htn  she  was  most  exposed :  for  here  the  Dnke  of  Marlborough 
ttaeatened  to  attack  her. 

''  To  cover  what  they  bad  gained  by  surpriBe,  or  bad  been 
jkUai  to  them  by  treachery,  the  FVench  marched  to  the  Banks 
ef  the  Sebeide.  At  their  head  were  Ae  Princes  of  the  Blood, 
ttd  their  asosl  fertunate  general  the  Duke  of  Yendome.  Thus 
eemmanded,  thus  posted,  they  hoped  to  check  the  victor  in  hw 
Mane.  Yuin  were  their  hopes.  The  Dake  of  Mariborough 
paned  the  rrverin  their  sight.  He  defeated  their  whole  anny. 
The  appvoaofa  of  the  night  coneealed,  the  proximity  of  Ghent 
iivonred  tbeir  flight.  They  neglected  nothing  to  repair  theif 
lew,  to  deleod  their  frontters.  New  generals,  new  armies  ap* 
peered  in  the  Netherlands.  All  contributed  to  enhance  the 
fiery,  woue  were  able  to  retard  the  progress,  of  the  Confederate 
Armies. 

"  liah,  the  bulwark  of  this  barrier,  was  besieged.  A  nnmer- 
sis  gsiriiMn,  and  a  marshal  of  France  defended  the  place.  Prince 
Engine  of  Seivoy  commanded,  the  Dnke  of  Marlborongh  covered 
and  suataiaed  the  siege.  The  rivers  were  seized,  and  the  com- 
BMutcation  with  Holland  interrupted.  The  Dnke  opened  new 
with  great  labour  and  greater  art.  Through 
i  over*run  by  the  enemy,  the  necessary  convoys  arrived 
2^3  -In 
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ID  safety.  Oii«  ftlone  was  attacked.  The  troops  wh»b  YttsAtd 
it  were  beat.  The  defence  of  lisle  was  aninafted  by  ) 
of  relief.  The  French  assembled  all  their  force.  Tbey  i 
towards  the  town.  The  Duke  of  Marlboroagb  oftrsd  tbea  bst- 
tle,  without  sospeadiflg  the  siege.  Tbey  abandoned  the  enter- 
prise.   They  oaMe  to  aats  the  town :  tbey  wese  speeMoiB  of  iti 

fpn. 

"  From  this  conquest  the  Duke  hasteaed  to  othws. 

"  The  posts  taken  by  the  euemy  on  the  Scbetde  were  sarpvif- 
ed.  That  river  was  passed  the  second  time,  and,  notwitbataadiag 
the  great  preparations  made  to  prevent  it,  without  oppssition. 
Brussels,  besieged  by  tba  Eieotor  of  Bavaria,  was  relieved. 
Ghent  sarreadered  to  the  Dake  in  the  BMddle  of  a  winter  raawik- 
aUy  severe.  An  army,  Ultle  inferior  to  bis  own,  auMPobed  sot  of 
the  place. 

"  Am  soon  as  the  saasoa  of  the  year  permitted  kirn  to  opsa  an- 
other campaign^  the  Duke  besieged  and  took  Toarnay.  He  ia- 
vested  Mous.  Near  this  .city,  tlie  French  army,  covered  by  tbidi 
woods,  defended  by  treble  eiitrenehmeats,  waited  to  swlesk,  nor 
presumed  to  offer  battle.  Even  tbis  was  not  attempted  by  tfaeai 
with  impunity.  On  the  las(  day  of  August,  one  thoosand  sevea 
hundred  and  nine,  the  Duke  attacked  them  in  Ifaeir  camp.  AH 
was  employed,  notbkg  availed  against  the  lesolotion  of  sack  a 
general,  against  the  fury  of  such  troops.  The  battle  was  bloody: 
the eyent  decisive.  The  woods  were  pierced:  the  fortifioatioas 
trampled  down.    The  enemy  fled.    The  town  wis  takes. 

*'  Doway,  Bethune,  Aire,  St.  Venaut,  Boochain,  anderwcat 
the  same  fate  in  two  succeeding  years.  Their  vigorous  resist- 
ance could  not  save  them.  The  army  of  Franco  durst  not  at- 
tempt to  relieve  them.  It  seemed  preaerved  to  deind  the  capital 
of  the  monarchy. 

*'  The  prospect  of  this  extreme  distress  waa  neither  distant  nor 
dubious.  The  French  acknowledged  tbeir  conqueror,  aad  sued 
for  peaoe. 
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*'  These  are  tb«  Actions  of  the  DvKt  of  MA^tkoEOVOB, 

Performed  in  the  conipBM  of  «  few  Year*| 

Soflcicm  to  adorn  the  Annah  of  AgM. 

The  Admiratioii  of  other  Netiont 

Will  be  conveyed  to  latest  Potteritj« 

In  the  HbUnies  ewn  of  the  Eneniet  of  B^xtain. 

The  Sense  wh«ch  the  BaiTisa  Nation  had 

Of  his  transcetidaiit  Merit, 

Was  eiprested 

Itt  the  most  soiemn,  most  eflbctual,  most  durvbfe  manner. 

The  Acts  of  PaaLiAiisifT  iuscrihed  on  this  Pillar 

Shall  stand  as  long  as  the  Britisii  Name  and  LaAgui^e 

last« 

Illostrious  monuments 

Of  MARLBOBovon's  Glory* 

and 
Of  Bbttatn's  Gratitade." 


These  tcts  are  inwriM  on  the  tkree  renmhiihg  faces  of  the 
fdcttel,  together  irith  an  abatract  of  the  entAil  of  the  Dtikc's 
hoBom  and  eatates  on  the  desceiidnnta  of  his  daughters.  I'tie 
Spenoer  hmiljt  in  whom  the  honours  no#  centre,  inherit  froin 
the  Coonteea  of  Sunderland,  the  second  daughter.  R  may  be 
liere  obsenred,  that  the  whole  of  the  sum  toted  by  #ariiaiiient, 
was  expended  on  the  palace.  This  costly  pillar,  and  the  grand 
bridge^  were  erected  at  the  sole  expense  of  the  family. 

We  hare  before  ttmarked,  that  the  Akeman  Street  crdssl^s 
the  Park.  Its  progress  is  from  east  to  west,  and  it  may  be  dis- 
tinetly  traced  near  the  North  Lodge.  In  many  places  this  an- 
cient street  has  been  broken  up,  and  "  its  materials  appear  to 
bate  been  an  immense  congestion  of  rubble  and  stones,  such  as 
the  ricinity  supplied.'' 

Some  few  particulars  connected  with  the  park*  yet  remain  to 
be  noticed. 

2E4  Near 

^  The  following  meteorological  phenomenon  respecting  this  district  is  re* 
fiordad  by  Dr.  JUfor  i^-^*  On  the  eTening  of  the  29th  of  No? emher,  1797, 
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Near  the  Home  Lodge  is  a  bandsomo  &ione  baildiiigf  leparate 
from  the  park  by  iroA  palisadoes,  termed  the  China  Galleri 
This  building  is  divided  into  £ve  oompartmeotB,  and  vas  eon 
atnicted  for  the  reception  of  a  swperb  assortment  of  porcelaii 
collected  by  a  Mr.  Spalding,  and  presented  by  him,  "  on  oertai 
conditions,  as  an  appendant  to  Blenheim/'  The  gaiiery  is  we 
contrived  for  its  pnrpose;  the  light  is  chiefly  obtained  froM  Ui 
top ;  and  the  whole  of  the  valuable  collection  is  arranged  wil 
much  ta^te.  We  freely  admit,  that  we  want  judgment  to  pai 
ticularize^  with  due  discrimiuation,  the  articles  most  estimtb 
on  account  of  rareness ;  but  Dr.  Mavor»  whose  intelligence  a] 
pears  universal,  enables  us  to  make  the  following  observatioos 
'^  Some  specimens  of  this  elegant  manufacture  exhibit  its  infoi 
state,  which,  according  to  the  Abb^  Raynal,  may  be  reassnabJ 
supposed  to  be  three  thousand  years  ago^  The  remote  antiqoit 
of  these  may  be  inferred  from  the  rudeness  of  the  destgas,  ai 
the  imperfect  crackled  appearance  ef  the  baking.  Among  oth 
varieties  are  many  of  the  choicest  piecel  of  the  old  b)iia»  u 
white,  and  pale  japan  brown  edge,  so  mach  esteemed  by  the  c 
rious.  Likewise  a  nunierous  assortment  of  those  Tery  scar 
and  valuable  sorts,  the  antique,  ileu  ceUite,  and  <ieep  porpl 
Many  of  the  iipecimeni^  here  preserve4  are  unique  in  tbeir  kiud 
Several  also  gain  a  collateral  interest  from  having  beloagi 
to  personages,  familiar  by  repute  to  tl^e  student  of  history, 
room  adjoining  the  entrance  i^  filled  with  specimens  of  Ron 
aud  old  eartheu  Wi^e. 

T 


«  freezing  rain  begin  to  fall,  and  in  the  roor^  oS  Uie  niglo,  incntftcd  ev< 
tree,  shrub,  and  blade  of  grass,  lo  a  thickness  aInuMt  incredible.  In  con 
quence  of  this,  many  trees  and  an  immense  number  of  branches  were  brovj 
ro  the  ground*  In  Blenheim  Park,  to  whicii,  «nd  a  small  sarrooudiog  spa 
this  phenomenon  was  confined*  nearly  one  thousand  loads  of  wood  were  < 
stroyod.  The  very  rooks  had  their  wings  frosen,  and  fell  from  their  perch 
Nothing  could  be  more  beautiful  than  the  trees  in  their  Ik'illiant  coats  of  oii 
By  candle  light,  erery  leaf  of  eftrgreeus  seemed  to  bare  a  dlanuad  pci 
ant  at  its  extremity.*' 
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The  High  Lodge  in  a  venerable  buiMiagi  emhattM  in  cba- 
EactoTj  and  occupyiug  a  beautiful  situation.  ThU  atrnetare  wai| 
oooe  Ui#  renidence  of  the  witty  £arl  of  Rochester;  and  here  ha 
di^  al  thii  age  of  thirty-four^  a  penitent  victim  to  the  evil  ex- 
mpUn  pi  King  Charles  and  his  court 

Or.  Plot  aientionB,  a  remarkable  polysyllabical  articulate  echo« 
which  "  10  the  day  time,  little  wiiyd  being  stirrings  retonw 
very  4istiQct|y  seventeen  syllables ;  and  in  the  night  tvepl^.'^ 
The  CmUfwn  Pkimicum,  or  Speaker's  place^  4s  at  a  abort  dis- 
Usce  from  the  portal^  by  vhich  th^  park  is  usually  entered. 
Bot,  owing  tp  the  demolition  of  the  Manor  hoaee^  which  stood  oi^i 
the  brow  of  the  opposite  hill«  and  the  extension  of  the  riyer« 
tbe  powers  of  Ibis  echo  are  much  diminished.  A  very  superioi 
«dioiiiay  stilt  be  elicited  by  a  person  who  places  himself  near  aa 
aacieDt  cedar  tree^  in  the  vicmity  of  Rosamond's  Well.  Much 
de^ads  onthe  stillness  of  the  day.  A  monosyllable  isi  usually 
mtamed  twice  or  thrice,  with  great  4i<^tinctness;  but,  when  we 
visited  the  9pot»  complex  sounds  appe^U'ed  fatiguing  to  the 
aysiph,  and  hes  responses  were  confusod  and  inarticulatie. 

The  village  of  Ston^sfield,  is  distant  somewhat  les^  t)iai^ 
t9fi  qiiks  frqim  the  w^tem  boundary  of  Blenheim  parl^.  At  a 
laMll  remove  froni  the  park/  and  a  little  to  tbe  right  of  ilia 
AkesiiM  StiMt,  was  discovered  in  this  parish,  a  tesselate4  pave^ 
■enl,  in  the  year  1711.  The  dimensions  were  3d  feet  by  20. 
In  a  atrcle,  placed  4)eotrally  in  one  of  the  eompftrtments.,  was  thi| 
iignre  of  ApoUo  i\r  Bacchus,  holding  a  Thymus  in  the  left,  and 
elevaliag  a  flagg^n  in  the  right  hand,  and  bestriding  a  tiger  or 
dragon.  The  <)(her  cqmparUnent  was  -square,  and  enclosed  at^ 
emaseated  circle  of  wreath- work.  The  pavement  was  not  more 
than  two  feet  beneath  the  surface,  and  was  covered  with  burned 
wood  and  corn.  The  gres^ter  portion  of  it  was  sufTered  to  he 
destroyed  by  the  country  people,  but  some  frai^rocnts  are  yet 
prcaerved;  and  He^ne  paqsed  a  drawing  and  eugravtug  to  be 
Bsade  before  the  oampartoients  were  disarranged. 

At  the  time  of  discovery  this  was  thought  to  be  nothing  mora 
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Chaii  the  fldortng  of  u  Roman  GenenPs  tent;  kit,  intlie  ye 
^1779,  the  areas  of  sereral  other  large  apartmeota,  with  corioi 
teaaelUtions  and  borders,  -were  fband  near  the  same  spot  A 
joining  wci-e  a  hypocaust  of  brick,  and  a  bath,  six  faetfenr  indic 
by  Bye  feel  four,  and  three  feet  deep,  with  leaden  pipes  hi  tl 
aides,  which,  according  to  Goagh,  were  eigtiteen  inches  thic 
and  covered  with  plaster,  painted  red.  We  obserfte  with  regn 
thai  these  curious  remains  were  also  remoTed  and  demolished 
Correct  diawrngs  of  the  whole,  by  Lewington  of  Woodstock,  a 
in  the  podaession  of  the  Antiquary  Soeiety ;  and  an  eograTii 
has  been  made  of  the  two  largest  apartments,  by  Fowler. 

Yarntow  is  a  village  situated  fonr  miles  #rom  Woodstock,  < 
llie  south*«ast.  The  manor  of  Yaruton  {Hardimione  in  Doom 
day,  and  often  termed  Erdingtou  in  old  writings)  was,  fer  man 
years,  in  the  possession  of  Eynsham  abbey.  In  an  arrangesiei 
which  took  phice  between  the  monastery  of  Stow,  and  the  abbi 
of  Eynsham,  Remigios,  Bishop  of  Lincoln,  "  desired  that  1 
might  hare  the  loan  of  the  manor  of  Erdington,  that,  as  oil 
as  he  had  occasion,  he  might  dwell  therein.'*  On  the  death 
that  bishop,  Henry  11.  seized  on  his  property,  and  gave  tl 
vtaanor  to  Bernard  de  Sancto  Walenco,''  in  conteu^  of  many  i 
flsonstrances  proffered  by  the  abbot  of  Eynsham.  The  maaor  a 
afterwards  possessed  by  Edmund  Earl  of  Cornwall,  who  preseoi 
it  to  Rewley  Abbey,  as  a  part  of  the  iuundatioa.  Shortly  al 
the  Dissolution  it  was  procured  by  the  family  of  Spenoer,  a 
remained  with  them  till  the  early  part  of  the  IBlh  eotttory. 
1695,  Sir  Robert  Dashwood,  of  Kirtlington,  porehaaed  the  B 
version,  of  the  heirs  of  Sir  Thomas  Spencer,  after  the  death 

U 

*  '<  Oo  the  inclosore  of  tbe  parish  of  Stonesfield,  in  1801,**  tays  Dr.  Id 
vor,  "  by  n  tastelen  allotment  of  property}  tbe  site  of  these  Tenerable  reoi 
oi  the  RoisaDs  has  been  divided  among  three  different  proprietory  so  t 
not  a  vestige  of  them  will  soon  be  left.  While  tbe  field  waa  eneloaing,  i 
writer  of  this  saw  a  very  beautifal  border  of  one  of  the  teaselated  areas  i 
covered.  It  lay  only  about  six  inches  froai  the  nrhiQfi,  and  aciaflt  have  hi 
graxcd  bj  the  plough  every  year  that  the  spot  was  in  cultivstion." 
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kdy  Spesoer,  ht  die  sm  of  31,0001. ;  ao4,  ftbottt  the  year  1711, 

TUft  hrandi  of  llie  konootaUe  hmilj  of  Spender  deaeeniei 
tftn  tlie  comnoB  aaoestor,  Robert,  one  of  the  baroos  ef  Wfl* 
Um  tke  inty  end  were  closely  allied  to  tbe  Speaoeni,  fierUi  of 
SoBderiand.  Ttiey*eonstnicted  a  mansion  honae,  near  the  cbnrefc 
of  Yaralon,  m  which  they  long  resided  in  a  style  of  hospitality 
nihcr  exceeding  the  usual  bounty,  enn  of  those  hospitAlo 
agtt.  Their  local  Khcrality  waos  nabonnded ;  as  a  proof  of  which 
il  BMy  be  obsenred,  that  tira  tower  at  the  west  esd  of  tke  ohoreb, 
vaa  creeled  at  their  entire  expense,  in  1612. 

la  a  chapd  on  the  soiith  aide  of  the  ehaneel,  bmtt  by  Sir 
Thomas  Spencer,  Bart  is  an  alabaster  monnment,  with  the  effi- 
gies of  a  natt  amed,  and  lying  on  his  back,  with  bio  helmet  and 
crest  vnder  his  head,  and  gaontlets  at  his  feet  On  his  left  side  la 
the  proportion  of  his  lady,  in  the  same  posture.  The  inscription 
ioibmis  as,  that  the  monnment  is  fur  Sir  William  Spencer,  of  AU 
thorp,  in  Northamptonshire,  Knight,  who  died  in  1009,  and 
Margaret  his  wife,  who  died  in  1608.  The  bnilding,  likewise, 
eontaias  many  other  monuments  of  the  same  iamily. 

Sir  Thomaa  Speneer  left  ten  pounds  a  year  to  be  appropriated 
ia  the  following  manner :  three  pounds  per  annum  to  the  Vicar 
of  YarnCon,  on  condition  that  he  shall  every  year,  ou  the  birth- 
day of  Sir  Thomas,  and  on  the  recurrence  of  the  day  on  which 
bis  wife  died,  read  the  morning  service,  as  directed  in  the  Ii« 
taigy,  \f%  hb  chapel.  The  remainder  to  be  distributed  amou^ 
the  poor  of  the  parish. 

WoLTEBCOTB  IS  a  Tillage  of  some  extent,  built  partly  on  the 
level  at  the  edge  of  Port  Meadow,  in  tlie  vicinity  of  Oxford,  and 
partly  on  the  side  of  the  gentle  ascent  that  leads  to  the  Wood« 
stock  road.  In  the  latter  division  stands  the  church,  a  neat 
Gothic  building,  with  a  low  embattled  tower  at  the  west  It  was 
ia  a  wood  near  Wolvercote  that  Memphric,  the  supposed  founder 
of  the  city  of  Oxford,  was  destroyed  by  wolves^  while  hnnting, 
according  to  the  fobalous  legends  of  early  writera 
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Plroceeding  to  the  banks  of  the  river  Isii»  we  find,  «t  Ui 
4Utance  of  two  miles  from  Oxford,  the  remaim  of  Gooarow 
MuMMSET.  These  rains  partake  litlle  of  grandeur.  Their  ii) 
tereat  arisea  from  the  impressive  mellownefts  bestowed  by  extreai 
age^  and  the  tender  associated  recollections  which  crowd  on  th 
spectator's  mind,  and  people  Uie  dreary  spot  with  the  romauti 
actors  in  the  pageant  of  a  remote  day.  The  walks  taken  tbrosgl 
these  now  rude  and  contemned  recesses  by  Rosamond,  whti 
youUifol,  docile,  and  unpolluted ;  the  splendid  and  galknt  ap 
proaches  of  the  enamoured  Henry  ;-^vi8isnary  images  like  thee 
glitter  in  the  eye  and  captivate  the  fancy.  We  then  remenhe 
the  pale  and  care-wom  corpse  which  was  placed  withtn  the  walls 
an  all  that  remained  o/  deluded  beauty  ;  we  recollect  that  erei 
the  quiet  of  the  grave  was  denied  to  that  miserahle  wreck  of  ktvc 
Ijness;  and  we  learn  that  "  sermons  may  indeed  be  fMsd  ii 
afones,"  and  a  pointed  moral  be  drawn  from  the  mouldering  reli< 
whidi  possesses  little  fierce  of  pictorial  attraction. 

Godstow  Nunnery  was  erected  on  ground  given  by  Job^  i 
St  John,  towards  the  end  of  the  reign  of  Henry  I.  by  Sditbt 
or  Ida,  a  lady  of  Winchester,  who  was  the  widow  of  **  a  knybt 
Syr  Willm  Launcelne.''*  Dame  Editha  became  the  first  abbes: 
of  the  foundation ;  and  by  her  was  built  the  church,  a  straeton 
dedicated  to  th^  Virgin  Mary  and  St.  Jfohn  the  Baptist  in  1198 
!|y  Alexander,  ^ishop  of  Lincoln,  "  in  the  presence,"  says  Dog- 
dale,  "of  King  Stephen,  and  Maud,  the  Queen,  with  abuadaoc^ 
qf  nobility.'*  This  pile  appears,  to  have  been  an  object  of  sqom 
esteem  and  consequence,  for  we  find  that  *'  a  remission  of  fortj 
4ays  was  granted  to  all  (hose  who  visited  the  church  in  devotion 


*  Vide  a  transcript  froi^n  the  Churtulary,  or  Ledger- Bo^k  of  this  boose 
in  the  Gentleman's  Magasine  for  August,  1787.  Ihe  Char^uUry  was  il» 
atracted  into  English  by  "  a  poor  brrxier,  and  welwysher  to  the  good  Abbci 
of  Godstowe,  Dame  Alica  Henley,  and  to  all  hyr  corent."  Alice  HenJe/, 
QX  Alice  of  Henley,  was  abbe»8  about  1464.  The  Chartulary  contsins  ■ 
narrative  of  many  yUio^/vy  circamitaocca  reported  to  be  ama^ti  ailhiM 
(oondatloa. 
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•II  the  dajs  of  the  Titgm,  or  Si.  John  the  Bapliit;''  At  tho 
Dimoblion  tke  nonaeiy  was  ^alaod  al  2741.  per  amtrnm,  A  eoa- 
•idcnUe  portion  of  the  hnbitablo  bniUingfl  remained  till  the  oinl 
w  ia  the  reign  of  Charlea,  when  it  was  for  a  tiae  ooeopieil  by 
the  Koyalists^  wi  was  afterwards  destcoyed  by  fire. 

In  this  mmncry  was  placed,  as  a  boarder,  for  the  purpose  of 
reoeiving  education,  Rosamond,  the  daughter  of  Walter  Lofd 
Clifigfd.  The  females  resident  in  this  religious  house,  according 
to  Stowe,  were  allowed  considerable  licence.  They  were  even 
peimitted  to  spend  one  day  in  the  year  at  Godstow  Fair ;  but  it 
Bust  be  remembered  that  &irs,  or  wakes,  were  then  united  wilii 
fwm  ceremonials.  Godstow,  in  itself,  was  fertile  in  means  eC 
isBocent  relaxation.  -There  were ^umerous  embowered  recessen 
tnd  iavitiBg  walks.  To  prevent  the  possibility  of  these  becom* 
iag  tadimw  through  repetition,  the  fiiir  detotees  were  allowed  to 
Tiiit  seferal  neighbouring  places.  One  of  their  favourite  spolu 
wu  Medky,  a  spacious  building  between  Godstow  and  Oxford. 
This  was  a  choice  secluded  mansion,  on  the  border  of  the  rivers 
ud  we  are  told  that  **  much  mirth  passed''  during  their  visits* 
Uedley  was  not  a  religmns  house,  hot  it  possessed  an  oratory,  or 
cbapel  ;*  and  the  nuns,  it  is  said,  "  had  theit  private  devotions 

in 

*  Medley,  before  the  Gorman  Conquest,  belonged  to  the  burgetset  of  Ox* 
Aid*  bet  was,  at  s  sobseqnttit  period »  bestowed  by  them  on  Oiney  Abbey. 
"  The  Canons  of  Osney  built  there,*  says  Pesbal,  who  derives  bis  JntelltgeDce 
from  Wood,  "  a  very  fair  housoi  with  a  little  oratory  pr  chapel,  and  made  it 
Rrre  as  a  retiring  place  up  the  water  for  the  abbot."  This  boilding  conti- 
Baed  devoted  to  the  pleasure  of  the  abbot  till  the  Dissolation.  Medley  was 
aoifcrmlj  considered  a  desirable  spot  for  relaxation.  IVUhert,  in  oue  of  his 
nmfory  poems,  thai  allodes  to  the  charms  of  the  neighbonrhood : 

"  In  sommer  time  to  Medley 
My  Love  and  I  would  go» 

The  Boatmen  there  stood  ready 
Mf  Love  and  I  to  rowo. 

For  Cream  there  would  we  call,"  &e. 

Tbcf«  ti  now  s  solitary  building  on  the  spot,  which  was  lately  a  boose  of 
fdbliceattrtainmeut,  bat  baa  been  recently  converted  into  a  farm*dweliiag. 
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ui  9afoie  rooaB  iiA  a^aii  for  ib«m«  if  McUtolil  ctmed  liKn  t»  st 
iMgir  thwt  onlimry  /'  Bimtey  wa»  likeviie  oftea  Hmmxti  wj 
their  visits.  Perlitps  eariy  liiiloraaii  ha^e  patber  enlMgwi  < 
4b«  ciromlislMiees  of  inckilgeMe  granted  to  Hieae  mms ;  bat  i 
know  that  the  devotees  «l  Si.  Frideswid»  wcfe  secnsteicd 
retire  to  romantic  spots  on  the  margin  of  the  rvfer,  lor  Meditatii 
or  annisement. 

It  is  supfKised  Utat  Henry  first  saw  Reaainoiid  in  1149.  i 
this  time  she  was  not  more  than  fifteen  3reaf8  of  age ;  aad  td 
.priace  was  vcty  yeitng.  If  our  account  of  the  Dnmpime  of  tl 
riNiinaery  bear  any  resemblance  to  coitectness,  opporlnnities  i 
evarlMS  were  abundant.  It  is  pfohaUe  that  Henry  seHened  ti 
lid^of  his  vielim  by  promises^  honourable  rstrifhiition :  batM 
love-^romises  of  a  prince  depend  fi>r  perfoimwiee  mm  pelitiei 
expediency.  The  repudiated  Queen  of  Prance,  fileaner  sf  Gsi 
enne,  heU  the  support  of  a  sceptre  in  her  hand;  and  Ibepn 
tensions  of  ensnared  beanty,  and  subdued  innocence,  weifhc 
trivtatty  on  the  Of^oeite  side. 

As  the  circumstances  attending  Henry^s  eonnexien  witfi  Bi 
.samond  were  either  traated  with  indtftrencei  or  w«ere  staiiensi 
thrown  into  shade  by  the  writera  of  that  era,  an  inpenelriU 
cloud  of  doubt  involves  the  whole  afiair;  but  it  seems  probabi 
that  Rosamond  retired  from  the  society  ori^er  royal  seducer  sooi 
afbr  he  biought  his  queen  to  England.  There  are  reasons  h 
supposing  that  she  returned  to  the  nunnery  in  which  her  ksp 
piest  days  had  passed,  and  lived  there,  in  penitence  and  seclasioB 
ibr  several  years.  The  story  of  her  being  poisoned  by  Qoeei 
Eleanor  is  of  modem  fabrication.  Every  writer  near  her  ovi 
time  describes  her  as  dying  a  natural  death.  It  appears  tbs 
Henry  shewed  an  nndeviating  predilection  for  the  nunnery  whid 
had  afforded  him  early  and  unhallowed  joy.  Beroard  de  St 
Walery  possessed  the  site  and  advowson  of  Godstow,  and  tli< 
adjacent  manor  of  Wolvercote.  When  he  had  offended  the  kin^; 
he  presented  these  as  a  peace*offering ;  and' Henry  immedntely 
gave  them  to  the  prioress  and  nuns. 


Tk body  of  RoaMnond  was  interred  by  her  fAmtahdtir  the 
.  UgMiv  al  GodsUm,  ^uid  a  eovAj  munuineiit  wm  «reol^  rqmd  i 

wUcb  Uf bU  were  directed  to  be  kc|»t  ooatioually  bumiiif.    Qi 
tlie  moouingBt  i*  it»i4  tP  faav.e  beeoj^iiwed  tbe  f^Mowii^  faaial 

€|Mtafb;  i 

Kir/jneet  in^Tumba  rosa  Maodi,  non  rosa  Munda,  ,i 

Kon  R«Mct»  sed  olet,  qu«  redolere  solet. 

''  Uiifb,  fiiebop  of  liaoalD/^  eays  Stowe, ''  came,  A.D.  IIM* 
la  Iba  Abb^  oftke  NiwiieB,  and  when  liebad  entered  tbe  Cbarefc 
to  yn^t  bo  aaw  a  tgnbe  in  tbe  Middle  of  tbe  Qnire,  eoiKered  with  a 
foUofSilkaj  and  eat  abont  with  LighU  of  Waxe.  And  irmri* 
iag  vboae  Towbe  it  waa^  bowaa  anawered  that  it  wwa  the  Tovho 
tf  Snaaumd,  aometimo  JLemoian  to  Htanry  IL  who,  (ot  tbe  tove 
of  her,  bad  dpne  mut^g^  to  that  Oburck''  *<  Then/'  qnolh 
(ba  Biahaff  ''  take  out  of  tbia  Place  the  Uailot,  and  bnry  her' 
ililhaatUioCharch." 

Tbia  severe  command  ia  aaid,  by  all  who  hare  nentioned  Iha 
€ianawi|tance»  |o  haie  ariaen  lirom  a  zeal  of  piejty ;  ior  Hof h, 
BishffL  of  Lincoln,  waa  eileeHied  a  pangon  of  holineaii  Bol  il 
ia|:eiiaraUy  more  jodiciona  to  aearch  for  a  motive  ia  foUcy,  rathft 
ibaa  in  (aety,  when  we  regard  the  actions  of  ehorehnea  also 
distant  a  period.  Geoffrey,  Archbiahop  of  York,  the  aeoond  son 
af  Boaaow»nd  by  Uanry,  waa  a  patriot  of  the  OMat  amiahlo  de- 
•cription;  and  be  waa,  at  this  time,  particalariy  ohnoxio«s  to 
Longchamp,  Bishop  of  Ely,  who  waa  chief  gwordtOM  of  the  realai  } 

in  the  abaenae  of  Richard  1.  bnt  who  waa  intent  on  beeoaiDg  a 
tyranl  ralhar  than  a  protector.  Btahop  Hugh  appeara  to  have 
bean  anxious  to  ingratiate  htmaelf  with  tbe  ruling  power,  by  thos 
beatowing  iMuneaaipred  obloquy  on  the  remaina  of  the  pairioft'a 


Whan   the  monUecing  body  of  BeeaaM»d,  who  nigbl   be 

thongbt  lo  have  paid  a  iaat  earthly  ataoemani  for  poUntion,  waa 

Maoved  bj  order  of  tbia  politic  bishop,  it  was  placed,  according 

9  to 


ta  Hig*den,  in  the  Muos'  Cbapter^Ioiiae/  a  biiildhig'  bdbve 
still  to  be  remahitng,  and  which  ^l  briefly  claim  oar  mitio 
But  penecaiiou  had  not  yet  done  vnth  the  sod  that  aupporte 
her  head.  At  the  Refomafion  her  hoMes  wm  tatoi  ap,  an 
her  tomb  was  destroyed.  Mr.  Allen,  of  Gioaceater-liali;  ii 
seribes  this  tomb  aa  "  having  on  it  iuierDkmmgeuhk  wetmhgi 
drawn  out  and  decked  with  rotes,  red  and  giten,  aod  the  pietar 
of  the  cnp  out  of  which  she  dnuik  the  poiaen  gives  her  by  tin 
qaeen^  carved  in  the  stone. ^'  But  Goagb,  in  a  Letter  piihiisb« 
by  him  in  the  Gentleman'^  Magaiine^f  aays,  f*  I  confess  myid 
strongly  inclined  to  believe  this  was  intended  for  a  cross^Jkuri 
aach  aa  waa  fcequent  on  the  coffin-Hds  of  ecclesiastics ;  and  tbi 
cap  for  a  chalice,  aa  often  found  Uiereon.''  Lelaad  ■enttom 
''  Rosamunde's  Tumbe,  at  Godslowe  Nunnery,  taken  op  ahte,'' 
as  a  stone,  with  this  inscription,  Tumba  Rosamwmias^;  and 
sayii  that  "  Her  Bones  were  closid  in  Lead,  and  within  thattbi 
tones  were  closed  in  Letter  (Leather :)  when  it  was  opened  i 
awete  smell  came  ont  of  it/' 

Rosamond  had  two  sons  by  King  Henry— Richard  Longespee, 
or  Longsword,  (so  called  from  the  sword  he  usually  woc«,)  sad 
Geo^y  Plantagenet,  who  was  elected  Bishop  of  Lincota,  bal 
Was  never  cousecraled,  and  was  afterwards  appointed  Aichbisbof 
of  York. 

Both  were  treated  with  much  oonaideratioa  by  their  wp\ 
Atther.  Richard,  the  eldest,  was  married  to  £la,  daughtsr  and 
heir  of  the  Earl  of  Salisbury. 

"  The  Gods,''  we  are  told  "  of  our  pleasant  vices  make  in- 
struments to  plague  us.''— If  the  assertion  of  the  poet  be  ooneel. 


•  Hoveden>  a  writer  of  consiilerable  pretensions  to  credit,  merely  tayt, 
r}i4t  when  the  body  wat  removed  it  wti  boricd  "  ettr*  ecckMm  eum  eeltriM" 

*  This  Letter  contains  many  curious  particulart,  and  b  acconpanied  by  • 
plate,  from  an  eagfaving  in  tbe  possession  of  the  Keeper  of  tbe  Bodleian 
Library.  The  time  at  which  the  original  angraving  was  made  is  not  koowiw 
but  it  was  evidently  previous  to  the  civil  waM  of  th^^sarcntcenth  eeotarr^ 
Vide  Gent.  Mag.  VoL  XLI.  p.  085t 
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and  kMren  indeed  visits  the  Inoag^essions  of  man  in  suUuiary 

Tengeance,  the  gratifiufttion  of  ambition,  in   his  nuptials  with 

EJeSkMM'  of  Guienne,  was  the  **  pleasant  Tioe''  of  Henry ;  for  sel* 

^m  has  the  patience  of  a  &ther  been  tried  by  so  ungracions  a. 

hood  M  ibat  which  sprang  from  the  repndiated  princess  for 

whoiq  Rosamond  was  aiiandoiied.— The  unnatand  wa^  waged' 

igainst  the  king,  by  his  legitimate  «ons  are  well  known.— Amid 

these  dieary  scenes  he  was  solaced  by  the  fii^  attachment  and 

Q>>«bskeQ  h^ottr  of. the  child  on  whose  birth'  he  had  cast  so  cruel 

a  stigiDfi.    The  Archbishop  /of  York,  Henry's  second  son  by 

^<MiaoioBd«  fought  for  him  in  the  field  with  brarery  and  skil^  ^ 

ud  was  ever  at  hand  to  administer  the  comfort  of  reverent  friend- 

*Uf  to  his  distressed  houra.    This  son  staid  by  him. to  the  last; 

and  when  the  aged  kihtg  sank  to  death,  quite  heart-b^ken  by  the  . 

TisdictiTe  i^ratitude  of  his  ^ther  children,  the  bishop  attended  | 

Us  Qorpse  to  the.  nunnery  of  Fonterfrault,  and  watched  near  it  | 

HUe  it  1^  in  state.  \ 

T6e  remains  of  Godstow*Nunnery  chiefly  consist  of  ranges  of 

^1  on  the  north,  south,  and  east  sides  of  an  extensive  area ; 

^  a  small  building  at  one  angle..    Near  the  western  extremity 

of  the  high  north  wall  are  firagments  of  two  buttresses ;  and  here, 

according  to  the  engraving  before-mentioned,  was  formerly  a 

Biny  tower,    beyond  which  pr4Mruded  a  range  of  embattled 

vail,  eommunieating  with  the  principal  entrance.    Over  this  en- 

''^Uice,  in  a  lateral  direction^  was  a  lofty  round  tower.    The 

chief  domestic  buildings,  according  to  the  same  engraving,  oc« 

Qipied  the  western  division  of  the  area,  -and  had  a  range  of  clois- 

teta  constructed  beneath.    B^ond  these  were  the  kitchen  and 

<HiUMMses,  on  a  spot  now  used  as  gardea-gronnd  by  the  occupier 

of  a  aeighbouriiig  small  house  of  entertainment,  and  partly  fenced 

towards  the  north  by  the  original  wall.    The  church  was  on  the 

iMirth  side.     A  part  of  the  church  tower  was  standing  till  within 

^hcse  two  years,  a  venerable  and  interesting  relic !    it  was  taken 

^vn  by  order  of  the  Earl  of  Abingdon,  in  whom  is  vested  the 

F^>perty  of  thuie  curious  memorials  of  distant  times;  and  his 
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Idrthtfai^  Qsefl  the  tnfaMtials  in  «id  ef  a  iiew  ehnatth,  nUeh  In  I 
bbilt  in  tlie^  tirighbouting  fmriflh  of  WithwH. 

Tbe  Bmall  bmlding  irhich  iAoIb  oh  Ibe  0Mt>  tni  rriigcl  A 
fhe  s^mtfiera  Mt,  w«8  ^pi'bbably  ib^  ''  €hfipter4ioaK''  tf 
Ntihift.  tlie  WaIIs  trt^  «nilife«.  Tbe  r^f  k  of  woiod ;  Md  tow 
tihe  Tftft6r-^oi^  is  ^et  in  fair  preserralioa.  4*be  chtpel 
i^terat  wiYi^w^,  and  that  at  tbo  etsl  oonlainifd  AIM  ligl 
but  alt  are  stoprped  itf.  There  is  no  pavement ;  and  Ibe  etrti 
t!he  fbdtiiig  is  as  tbtrgli  and  billowy  m  can  be  readily  ilMgifl 
Vkrions  fragmtota  of  bay  and  straw  are  scattered  abooi;  ftr 
structot^^  at  dlffei'eat  times,  has  been  nsed  as  a  cow-heme, 
a  stable  for  liorses. 

It  is  in  this  building  that  the  remains  of  Rosanond  aft  hdv 
to  have  hten  placed,  wb^n  a  sordid  want  of  feeling  cioisd  t 
to  be  removed  from  the  choir  of  tbe  eburcb.  On  tbe  nortb 
(b(  the  chancel,  over  the  spot  supposed  to  btf^  been  km 
occupied  by  her  tomb,  is  painted  a  copy  of  the  epitaph, 
jacet  in  Tumbra  Rosa,  8cc.  with  some  Engliab  lines,  in  I 
letter,  (now  half  obliterated,)  ridienloasly  pretea^ag  to 
copy  of  an  inscription  on  her  monument. 

In  regard  to  this  spot  we  are  enabled  to  tnentkm  a  eii 
stance,  which  taay  gratify  cariosity,  if  It  do  not  possess 
interest.  Ahtbony  Wood,  in  a  memorandam  preserwd  a 
Ills  papers  in  the  Asrhmolean  MnMnm,  appeara  to  daobl  wl 
thhs  building,  the  presumed  chapter-house  of  the  aaas,  bad  i 
ever  been  used  as  a  plalO^  of  bnfial.  A  gentloalMi  of  i 
Chorch,  Oxibd,  attended  by  some  iUendn,  veaalved, 
itidiiths  back,  to  ascertain  the  ibot,  and  we  are  fiivoared  wi 
result  of  his  investigation.  He  removed  tbe  earth  Ikom  tb 
pd^ed  site  of  Rosamond's  tomb;  and,  at  tbe  depth  of  aboi 
feet,  he  came  to  a  female  skeleton,  #itfaottt  amy  iadiealioii  d 
or  ratik,  6r  evisn  the  remains  of  a  coffita.  A  little  eastward  w: 
of  a  s^6nd  skeleton.  Thus  is  tbe  idovbt  raised  by  Anthony 
satfs&btdriljr  ti^tnoved.  But  it  s^ms  tbvioas  either  that  tbe 
•f  It6saiii6nd«  when^nclote^  ''in  lead  iad4<Mther/'  were 


«Mwd,  ab0Ve  gjfwni,  in  the  frane-^ark  of  an  altar-tomb;  or 
(which,  perhaps,  is  nost  probablej  that  the  pvecise  spot  of  her 
teeo&d  sepalture  has  been  impr6perly  described  by  tradition. 
There  is  not  liie  slightest  raasou  for  supposing  tliat  the  skeletons 
foaad  were  those  of  any  other  than  ordinary  nuns.  , 

The  building  was  divided  by  a  wooden  screen,  of  which  only 
ssaie  sBudl  indieatioas  noir  renatn.  The  whole  of  the  fabric 
ippearB  to  iiave  been  of  rode  workmauMhip.  Heame  mentions  an 
"  eU  stone,  lying  in  l^e  chancd^  which  is  said  to  have  been  the 
alt«r<fiece  ;**  but  this  has  long  since  been  removed.  Grose  was 
•hew^,  in  the  chapel,  ''  a  large  stone  coffin,  pretended  to  be  that 
firon  which  Rosamond's  bones  were  taken;  it  seemed  to  be  con- 
trived for  tw  bodies,  having  been  divided  in  the  middle  by  a 
n4ge  of  stone,  running  from  head  to  foof  *  This  is  n(»w  gone 
■ad  fargotlen. 

About  twenty  years  back  a 'cut  was  made  for  the  purpose  of 
accelemting  the  navigation  of  the  Isis.  This  cut  probably  inter- 
knd  with  the  site  of  the  old  church.  Many  stone  coffins  wera 
tamed  op ;  one  of  which  is  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Alderman 
Retcher,  of  Oxford.  It  appeara  that  Walter,  Lord  Clifford,  and 
his  wife,  Mntgaret,  were  both  buried  at  Godstow. 

On  n  bridge,  in  the  vicinity  of  the  nunnery,  probably  that 
ever  the  Isis,  we  are  told  by  Leiand  there  was  a  cross  erected, 
vith  this  inneription : 

Qui  meat  hoc,  oret,  tignarnqne  sslatis  sdoret, 
Utqoe  ftbi  detar  Teniani,  RoMimnMla>  prvector. 

It  is  observed  by  Oough,  "  that,  if  we  read  tibi  for  ubi,  this  |[ 

is  a  prayer  (or  Rosamond's  soul;  much  more  probably  than  that 
she  was  to  be  applied  to  as  a  saint,  for  then  we  should  read 
Roimmuiam,"  It  is  likely  that  the  cooss  was  raised  by  Rosa- 
mond's parents^  promptly  after  her  funeral ;  and  it  is  Jiatnral  to 
mppeae  that  the  ^ety  of  the  age  would  induce  tbem  to  wish  for 

2  F  2  the 

*  A&  cngraTiogt  from  s  dnwiDg  by  Grow,  of  tbii  Yery  carious  iotUsce  •t  ! 

•  teblt  coffin,  it  iDierted  in  tk»  Ont*  Mag.  ht  If  •veiBber,  1791.  j 
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She  prayers  of  all  travellers,  in  faYour  of  a  remission  of  th 
daughter's  transgressions.  i 


ftiKSET  is  a  very  small' village,  at  a  short  distance  firomC 
ford,  on  the  damp  level  of  the  Port  Meadow.  Here,  we  are  tc 
that  saintly  virgin,  Frideswide,  constructed  a  church,  i 
*'  watlyn  and  rough-hewn  timber,  to  the  honour  of  St  Margti 
about  the  year  730.  Frideswide,  taking  great  delight  in  tbt 
litary  shades  and  privacy'  of  this  neighbourhood,  which  was  ^ 
environed  with  woods,  not  only  built  the  church,  but  alio 
veral  other  edifices  adjoining,  purposely  that  she,  and  ber 
ters,  the  nuns  who  lived  with  her  in  Oxford,  might  retire 
times  of  distraction  in  the  city.  Binsey  continued  a  cell, 
place  of  retirement  for  the  nuns,  in  succeeding  ages,  and  bitfa 
to,  also,  were  sent  their  more  stubborn  sort,  to  be  punitbed 
crimes  committed  against  the  pHor  or  his  brethren,  which  ' 
commonly  either  by  inflicting  on  them  confinement  in  a  d 
room,  or  by  withdrawing  from  them  their  usual  repasi,  or 
like."  ♦ 

The  present  church  is  an  ancient  brick  building,  without  sp 
or  tower,  ^d  stands  considerably  remote  from  the  village. 

At  the  west  end  was  the  noted  well  of  St  Margaret,  to  wh 
in  conjunction  with  the  various  reliques  iii  the  church,  or  chi 
/crowds  of  votaries  came,  in  long  and  weary  pilgrimage.  Sev 
priests  dwelt  here,  under  the  appointment  of  the  prior  of 
Frideswide's,  to  confess  and  absolve  the  devotees ;  and  it  is 
that  Seckworih,  on  the  opposite  aide  of  the  river,  (of  wl 
place  few  traces  now  remain,)  contained  twenty-four  inns  for 
t'eception  of  these  pious  travellers.  Over  the  well  was  a 
vering  of  stone;  and,  on  the  front,  "  the  picture  of  St 
deswide,  pulled  down,''  says  Wood, ''  by  Alderman  Sayre,  of 
foYd,  in  1639." 

The  village  of  Ensham  is  distant  from  Oxford  five  miles 
the  Borth*weBt    Few  villages  in  the  county  are  adorned  by  i 

pleai 
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pleaiiag  circvmstances  of  sitBation.  The  contiguous  scenery 
is  rursly  attractive,  aud^  at  several  points,  extremely  pic- 
taresque.  The  approach  from  Oxford  is  over  two  stone  bridged, 
th^  first  of  which  is  a  handsome  structure,  built  by  the  Earl  of 
Abingdoo,  across  the  Isis.  The  village  is,  in  itself,  extensive 
and  cheerful.  The  church  is  a  handsome  Gothic  edifice;  and,  be« 
tween  that  building  and  a  well-endowed  school-house  is  a  cross, 
with  a  taper  shaft  of  conspicuous  beauty. 

Eynsbam  was  a  place  of  considerable  consequence  in  the  very 
early  periods  of  our  national  history.  From  Camden,  whp  faith- 
M\j  copies  the  Saxon  chronicle,  we  find  that  Cuthwulfe,  the 
Saxon,  was  the  first  who  rested  the  place  fironi  the  Britons,  aAer 
that  important  battle  which  decided  the  fate  of  Mercia.  )t  formed 
a  royal  vill,  and  gained  an  accession  of  importance  from  an  ab- 
bey, founded  by  Ethelmar,  Earl  of  Cornwall,  in  the  reign  of  King 
Etiieb'ed.  That  king  confirmed  the  foundation  in  the  year  1005, 
"  and  signed,''  says  Camden,  "  in  the  words  of  the  original,  the 
privilege  of  liberty  with  the  sign  of  the' Holy  Cross.''  King 
Etbelred  continued  to  bestow  ipuch  favour  on  the  place ;  and 
(ere,  in  tlie  year  1009,  he  held  a  general  council,  at  which  time 
were  established  many  decrees,  of  consequence  to  the  government, 
both  in  church  and  state. 

Shortly  subsequent  to  the  Conquest,  Remigius,  Bishop  of 
Lincoln,  wished  to  append  the  foundation  at  Eynshapi  to  the  mQ- 
nastery  of  Stow,  near  Lincoln  ;  but  the  reverse  ultimately  took 
phiee,  and  the  monastery  of  Stow,  which  was  founded  and  en- 
dowed by  Godiya,  wife  of  Leofrick,  tlarl  of  Chester,  was  an- 
sexed  to  Eynsham  abbey,  as  a  cell. 

This  acquirement,  however,  produced  an  augmentation  of  iu- 
floence,  rather  than  of  revenue;  and,  in  1109,  the  bailding  had 
fidlen  into  great  decay.  It  was  repaired  by  Henry  I.  who,  at  the 
aame  time,  renewed  the  confirmation  of  its  endowment  and  liber- 
ties. These  acts  of  royal  favour  appear  to  have  engendered  an 
emulative  spirit  of  liberality,  and  the  donation  in  this  and  several 
sscpecdij^g  reigns  were  numerous  and  munificent. 

.    2  F  9  Among 
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Among  the  benefactors  were  Reginald  de  Sr.Walery,  wli 
"  for  the  health  of  the  souls  of  King  Henry  11.  and  Eleanor  I 
wife,  as  also  for  the  good  estate  of  hinraelf  and  Bernard,  1 
son/'  gare  the  churches  of  Tetbnry  and  Legis ;  and  Maud,  t 
empress,  who  granted  to  the  monks  the  church  of  Combe,  to  whi 
^ohn  de  St.  John,  of  Stanton,  was  witness,  who  also  gav«!  1 
ehnrch  of  Stanton.^ 

There  is  a  catalogue  extant  of  the  Abbots,  twenty-eight  in  noi 
ber.  Miles  8al1ey  f,"  the  twenty-sixth  abbot,  being  Bishop 
IJandaiT,  held  the  abbey  in  amtmendain,  Anthony  Kitchen  i 
the  last  abbot ;  who,  with  his  prior,  sub-prior,  and  thirteen  mool 
subscribed  to  the  king's  supremacy,  and  surrendered  the  abb 
in  1539,  upon  the  promise  of  an  allowance  of  1851.  6b.  8d.  p 
ann.  He  was  soon  afterwards  promoted  to  the  Bishopric 
IJandafr. 

^At  the  Dissolution  the  Value  was  returned  at  4411.  12$.  1! 
ob.  9.  per  ann.  Subsequent  to  this  period  the  abbey  site  becai 
the  property  of  the  Earls  of  Derby.  After  passing  throogb 
younger  branch  of  that  family,  it  came  to  a  nephew.  Sir  Edwti 
Stanley,  K.  B.  one  of  whose  coheirs  was  Venetia,  the  wife 
Sir  Kenelm  Digby,  'concerning  whose  beauty  and  accomplishmen 
80  much  has  been  heard.  The  only  remains  of  the  building  are  iy 
windows,  now  used  as  doorways ;  one  of  wljich  is  in  the  yicani 
garden,  and  is  adorned  with  a  coat  of  arms,  and  marked  with  tl 
date  1300. 

Among  the  prifileges  granted  to  the  monks  of  Eynsham  w 
a  market,  allowed  by  King  Stephen  to  be  held  in  the  yillag 


*  Amongs  (he  minor  ooatributions  were  certain  qoandtiet  of  con,  to  be  pi 
yesrly.  The  prices  of  tho^e  rendered  by  the  manor  of  Stokei^  in  Ihts  count 
anno  1256,  are  as  follows  :>^ 

8  Qoartcrs  of  wheat,  at  4a.  per  quarter. 
11  Qaarters  of  miscellane,at  iSd  per  quarter. 
8  Quarters  of  oats,  at  tud,  per  quarter, 
t  In  1501,  the  prince  of  Walaa,  afterwards  Henry  VIIL  visited  this  shhc 
at  Eynsham. 
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"  OB  eTery  Lord's  day/'  The  Bishop  of  LidcoIo,  in  1230,  per- 
mitted the  "  obsenrance  of  processloos,  and  other  soleiODities  at 
Eosbaoi  church*  ia  ohedieace  to  the  mother  church  at  Lincoln, 
ia  Whitaon  week;  and  nuuiy  of  the  O&ford  scbolars;,  repairing 
thither  to  see  jo?ia|  doings,  w^re  assaalted  by  tlie  county  people 
who  killed  some,  aud  woc^ided  others/'  The  bishop,  in  cpnse^ 
qaence  of  this  affioay,  "  ei^commaiiieated  the  aathors  and  abetters 
of  the  sedition,  in  aU  the  churches  of  Oxfordshire;  exclndiag 
them  the  society  of  all  Christians,  and  depriTing  tliem  of  the  he* 
oeCt  of  confession,  till  the  feast  of  St.  Bartholopiew/' 

Dr.  Flot  SMBtions  a  earioas  *'  apcient  custoin  of  the  royalty  of 
Ensham,  where  it  was  foroMirly  allowed  to  the  towns  people,  oo 
Whit»M o«day,  to  cat  dowm,  and  bring  awayj  where-e?er  ^he 
charehwardeBS  pleased  lo  .mark  it  oot  by  giving  thf  first  chop, 
as  RHieh  linbef  as  eooU  be  drawn  hy  sieu's  hs^ds  intp  the  abbey 
jwi ;  whence  if  they  coold  draw  it  oal  agaiii,  nolwithatandiiig 
sil  the  iiapadsMats  which  oosild  b«  giien  the  cart  by  the  senrsats 
of  the  abbey,  (and,  since  Iha^  by  ihe  fsssily  of  the  lord,)  it  was 
Aea  their  own,  and  went,  in  part  at  least,  to  the  reparation  of 
their  ehareb.''  This  custom  regained  in  foroe  tiU  th^  latter  part 
•fthe  17th  century. 

The  school  ia  this  Tillage  was  founded  by  John  Bartholomew, 
•ad  is  endowed  for  the  iastrnctioa  of  twelve  poor  boys,  one  of 
whom  is  annually  approiticed. 

John  Rogers,  D.  D.  was  bom,  in  the  year  1670,  at  EyushaiUt 
of  whieh  parish  his  father  was  vicar.  He  received  the  early 
part  of  adueation  at  New  College  School,  Oxford ;  and  was  af* 
tarwaida  adMiar  and  fellow  of  Corpus  Christi  CoU^^.  His  first 
ehureh  preferment  was  the  vicarage  of  Buckland,  in  Berkshire. 
Ia  1713  he  was  ehossn  lecturer  of  St  Clement's  Danes,  Lon* 
don;  and,  soon  after,  of  the  united  pariahes  of  Christ  Church, 
and  St.  Leonard's,  Foster  Lane.  In  1716  he  resigned  his  feU 
lavship,  and  nuurried  the  Hononrable  Lydia  Hare,  sister  to  Lord 
'  Colmine,  who  had  been  his  pupil  in  the  University.  His  sub- 
perferaients  in  the  church  were  venous,  and  he  was 
SF4  shortly 
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ghorily  appointed  chaplain  to  the  prince  of  Wales.  He  rtaHi 
chiefly  at  Wringion,  in  Somersietshire,  the  rectory  honse  of  wh 
parish  he  rebuilt.  His  last  preferment  was  to  the  irKlua 
living  of  St.  Giles,  Ctipplegate,  to  which  he  was  pr^ented 
the  dean  and  chapter  of  St. '  Patll^s.  He  died,  in  his  fifti 
year,  in  London,  May  1,  1720,  haying  preached  at  court, 
king^s  chaplain,  only  a  few  days  before.  A  handsome  mai^ 
monument  was  erected  to  his  memory,  in  Eynsham  cbarch,  by 
widow. 

His  chief  work  is  "  A  Discourse  conceniing  the  visible  and 
visible  Church.''  •  For  this  performance  the  University  of  Oxfi 
conferred  on  him  the  degree  of  D.  D.  by  diploma. 

He  also  published  a  series  of  sermons  on  the  neceasity  of  a  1 
vine  revelation ;  and  "  reasons  against  conversion  to  the  chor 
of  Rome,'  in  a  letier  to  his  guardian,  a  late  convert  to  that  chan 
by  a  stnd^rin  the  temple.^' 

Stanto?!  Harcookt  is  three  ttiles  from  Eynsba^,  oat 
sOuth-wesr.  We  are  indebted  for  many  particulars  eoncerni! 
this  place  to  an  accouut  written  by  the  late  Earl  Harcoiirt«  a 
printed  for  private  accommodation,  though  never  r^^faoiy  pi 
lished.  The  manor  has  been  in  the  possession  of  tbe  Harco 
family  for  upwards  of  six  centuries.  It  was  granted  by  Adeli 
the  second  Queen  of  Henry  I.  to  her  kinswoman,  Milieent,  wife 
Richard  de  Camvil,  whose  daughter  Isabel  marriod  Robert 
Harcourt. 

The  estate  was  held  of  the  Grown  by  the  following  servk 
''  The  liOrd  of  Stanton  Harcourt  must  find  four  browsers 
WoodHtock  park,  in  Winter  time,  when  the  snow  shall  happen 
&1I,  and  tarrye  for  the  space  of  two  days ;  and  so  fo  find 
said  browsers,  there  browsing,  so  long  as  the  snow  doth  1] 
every  browser  to  have  to  his  lodging  every  night,  one  bi 
of.  wood,  the  length  of  his  axe  helve,  and  that  to  carry  to 
lodging  upon  the  edge  of  his  axe.  And  the  king^a  huliff  of 
demesnes,  or  the  hundred]  of  Wootton,  coming  to  give  wara 
for  the  said  browsers,  shall  blow  his  horn  at  the  gate  of  the  m 
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nor  of  SUftton  Harooart,  and  then  the  said  baillflT  to  have  a 
caste  of  bread,  a  gallon  of  ale,  and  a  piece  of  beef,  of  the  ttaid  lord ; 
and  the  aaid  kml,  or  other  ibr  the  time  being,  to  have  of  custom 
yearly  out  of  the  said  parke,  onfe  back  in  summer,  and  one  doe 
in  winter."  The  lord  of  Stanton  Harcoort  was,  likewise,  to  rnake^ 
rear,  and  carry  the  grass  growing  in  a  certain  meadow  within  the 
park  of  Woodstock. 

The  ancient  &mfly  of  Harconrt  chiefly  resided  on  this  manor 
till  tiie  latter  part  of  the  seventeenth  century,,  and  some  curious 
ffagmeots  of  a  mansion  constructed  by  them  at  a  very  early 
period  are  still  in  existence.  These  consist  of  the  porter's  lodge, 
the  kitchen,  with  some  few  ad)oining  rooms;  and  the  domestic 
chapel. 

The  porter's  lodge  is  the  most  modern  part.  On  cither  side 
of  the  gate  ara  the  arms  of  Harconrt,  impaling  DarreU  :  a  proof 
thai  the  gate  was  erected  by  Sir  Simon  Harcoort,  who  died  in 
1447. 

The  kitchen  is  on  a  construction  of  which  we  have  only  one 
more  example  remaining  in  England ;  the  kitchen  formerly  ap- 
pertaining to  the  abbey  of  Glastonbury.  The  walls  are  three 
feet  thick.  "  Below,  the  room  is  nothing  but  a  large  square,  and 
petangplar  above,  ascending  like  a  tower ;  the  fires  being  made 
against  the  walls,  and  the  smoke  climbing  op  them,  without 
any  tunnels,  or  disturbance  to  the  cooks  ;  which,  being  stopped 
by  a  large  conical  roof  at  the  top,  goes  ont  at  loop-holes,  on 
every  side,  according  as  the  wind  sits;  the  loop-holes  at  the 
side  next  the  wind  being  shut  with  falling  doors,  and  the  ad- 
verse side  opened.  Thus,''  says  Plot,  "  one  may  truly  call 
it  either  a  kitchen  within  a  chimney,  or  a  kitchen  without  one." 
The  date  at  which  this  building  was  first  erected  is  not  known, 
hot  it  is  supposed  to  have  been  repaired  about  the  reign  of  Henry 
IV.  at  which  time  the  present  windows  were  probably  inserted. 
The  height  of  the  walls  to  the  bottom  of  the  iroof  is  39  feet.  The 
roof  rises  25  feet  in  the  centre. 

The 
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The  few  adjoining  rooow  possess  no  eirciiiMUnce  of  intire»t, 
«nd  are  at  present  inhabited  by  Hie  family  of  a  &rner. 

The  principal  apartmconts  *  stood  between  the  kitchen  sod  the 
domestic  chapel.  One  of  these  was  called  the  Qai#ett'j  Chwm- 
her,  from  Elizabeth^  Queen  of  Bohemia^  who  was  entertained 
with  much  splendour  in  this  mansion.  Sir  Philip  Harcoort  wai 
the  last  of  the  &mily  who  resided  at  Stanton  Harcourt  Tb< 
estate  was  settled  in  jointure  on  his  widow.  This  lady  disposed 
of  the  furniture,  by  sale,  in  1688,  and  suffered  the  knildings  U 
decay  through  neglect.  Many  of  the  principal  rooms,  iMweter 
were  not  taken  down  till  about  half  a  century  back. 

The  domestic  chapel,  with  a  chamber  over  patt  of  it,  and  i 
tower,  containing  three  apartments  one  above  the  other,  ead 
thirteen  feet  square,  is  likely  to  endore  for  many  yean.  Tb( 
lower  part  has  a  'flat  wooden  ceiling,  eoioposed  of  sqnares, 
with  red  and  yellow  mouldings.  The  painted  gmuud  ia  hhu 
with  gilded  stars  in  the  middle  of  each  compartment  The  win 
dows  were  formerly  filled  with  stained  glass,  containing  armorii 
bearings. 

The  tower  is  thought  to  have  been  erected  in  the  reign  < 
Edward  IV.  though  tlie  arch  of  the  largest  window  rather  n 
aembles  the  stylo  which  prevailed  in  the  time  of  Henry  VII.  Tl 
npper  room  ia  this  tower  yet  retains  the  name  of  Pope's  Stud 
That  poet  passed  a  part  of  two  summers  in  the  deserted  mansii 
lyf  Stanton  Harcourt,  while  engaged  in  translating  Homer.  H 
noble  friends,  the  proprietors  of  the  domain,  resided,  meantiai 
at  the  '  more  cheerful  neighbouring  seat,  termed  Cocktfaor 
There  Gay  was  their  iumate ;  and  he  was  nearly  the  onlype 
son  whe  presumed  to  break  occasionally  on  the  great  tnosi 
tor's  retirement     On  a  pane  of  red  stained  glass,  in  one  of  tl 

casemei 


^  The  description  giren  of  this  oncieut  manor  house  hy  Pope,  in  ■  lei 
written  frum  Stanton  to  the  Doke  of  Bnckingham,  is,  says  Lord  Barcoi 
*'  incorrect  in  nearly  erery  particular,  as  may  be  seen  by  an  cxistiag  pUa.^ 
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oaemenU  of  his  roroantic  retreat^  Pope  placed  the  feUowiBf  in* 
leripCioii  :-^ 

In  th«  year  in8» 
Aleiander  Pope  . 
Fioished  here 
The  fifth  volame  of  Hooter,   . 

This  pane  of  glass  is  now  preserved  at  Naneham  Courtenay,  as 
sniBterestiog  relique. 

The  Church  is  a  spacious  and  handsome  buildings  of  the 
crncif  irm  character.  The  windows  in  the  lower  part  of  the 
tower  are  of  Saxon  architecture ;  those  in  the  upper  diyision  are 
of  a  -nmch  more  recent  date.  The  principal  entrance  is  hy  a 
round-headed  arch;  on  one  side  of  which  is  a  small  stoae  re- 
ceptacle for  Holy  AVater.  At  a  small  distance  is  another  door, 
ased  by  the  women  only ;  as^  from  a  custom  of  immemorial  stand- 
ing, they  never  pass  through  the  same  entrance  with  the  men.* 
The  nave  is  evidently,  from  the  occurrence  of  round-headed  wiii« 
dows,  a  part  of  the  original  structure ;  the  other  divisions  of  the 
building  are  chiefly  of  a  later  date.  The  windows  in  the  ehancel 
are  all  of  a  slender  lancet  shage. 

The  church  contains  several  ancient  brasses.  Under  an  arch, 
in  the  south  wall  of  the  chancel,  is  the  tomb  of  Maud,  daughter 
of  John  Lord  Grey  of  Rotherficld,  wife  of  Sir  Thomas  de  Haf^ 
coorl;  who  died  in  the  17th  of  Richard  II.  On  the  tomb  is  her 
effigies,  in  the  costume  of  that  age.  Among  several  memorialu^ 
unconnected  with  the  Harcourts,  is  the  mural  monument  of  Robert 
Huntingdon,  and  his  son,  Esqnires,  with  a  jK>etical  epitaph  by 
CoogreTe,  by  no  means  remarkable  for  felicity  of  thought  or  ele- 
guoce  of  expression; 

Annexed  to  the  south  wall  of  the  chancel  is  the  burial-chapel 

of 

*  I  an  not  aware  that  a  custom  like  this  it  retaiiied  among  persons  of  tlie 
tsUhliAed  charch  in  anj  other  parish.  ]t  will  be  recollected  that,  bv  oue 
•C  tke  canons  of  tiM  Popish  cbiiich«  ftsMdes  wert  excluded  the  cbaycel* 
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of  the  Harcourt  family,  an  ornameut^^d  Gothic  building,  probably 
of  the  time  of  Edward  IV.  Under  the  east  window,  where  the 
altar  formerly  stood,  is  a  large  roouument  of  marble  and  alabaster, 
yfriih  gilding,  to  the  memory  of  Sir  Philip  Harcourt,  and  his  first 
wife,  Anne,  daughter  of  Sir  William  Waller,  the  Parliamentarian 
general. 

\k  On  the  sonth  side  is  the  monument  of  Sir  Robert  Harcourt  and 
his  wife  Margaret.  This  6ir  Robert  was  slain  by  the  Stafibrds 
of  the  Lancastrian  paity,  in  1471.  He  is  represented  "  in  hb 
hair ;  a  gorget  of  mail,  and  plated  armour,  strapped  at  the  elbows 
and  wrists ;  a  large  hilted  sword  on  the  left,  and  a  dagger  on  tbe 
right,  the  belt  charged  with  oak  leaves.  Shoes  of  scaled  armoor; 
the  order  of  the  garter  on  the  left  leg ;  and,  over  all,  the  mantle  of 
the  order,  with  a  rich  cape  and  cordon. 

"  His  lady  is  in  the  veiled  head-dress,  falling  back ;  has  a 
mantle,  a  surcoat,  and  a  cordon ;  long  sleeves,,  fastened  in  a  singu- 
lar manner  at  the  wrists  ;  and  the  garter,  with  the  motto  in  em- 
bossed letters,  above  the  elbow  of  the  leA;  arm  * ;  her  feet  are 
partly  wrapped  up  in  her  mantle.'^ 

Facing  this  monument  is  that  of  Sir  Robert  Harcourt,  grand- 
sop  of  the  persons  last  commemorated.  He  was  standard  bearer 
to  the  Earl  of  Richmond,  afterwards  Henry  VII.  at  the  battle 
of  Bosworth,  and  was  created  a  Knight  of  the  Bath,  by  his 
successful  patron.  His  efBgics  are  sculptured  in  plated  armour. 
On  the  front  of  the  monument  are  four  monks  in  black,  and  tvo 
angels,  holding  each  a  shield.  A  red  rose,  at  the  head,  per- 
petuates the  adherence  of  Sir  Robert  to  the  House  of  Lan- 
caster. 

Not  far  distant  is  a  large  mural  monument,  adorned  with 
flowers,  to  the  memory   of  Simon,   only   sou  of  Simon,  first 

Viscount 

*  Tliere  are  onlj  three  examplei  of  the  garter  being  placed  en  tlie  effigies 
of  a  female.  One  of  these  we  have  noticed  at  Ewelm  ;  bat  the  Duchess  of 
SnSolk  wears  the  garter  shortly  above  the  wrist.  Tbe  third  insTaDce  is  Con- 
stance, wife  of  Sir  John  Grej,  who  was  tbas  represented  on  faer  tomb  to  thf 
collegiate  cburcb  of  St.  Catharine,  near  the  Tower  of  {^ndon. 
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VitcoliDt  Htrcotirt.  On  the  tablet  is  an  ingcription  inLatin^  eom* 
pawd  by  Dr.  Freind  j  below  whidi  are  the  well-knovA  lines  by 
Pape. 

After  qoittingtike  costly  records  of  departed  greatness^  our 
notice  is  attracted  by  a  simple  monunieBtal  tribute  to  a  youthful 
pair,  in  humble  life,  whose  ittory  created  much  interest  at  tha 
time  of  their  decease.  On  the  outside  of  the  south  w;aU  is  a  tablet 
to  tiie  meinory  of  John  Hewit^  and  Sarah  Drew,  who  were  killed 
by  lightning  on  "  the  last  day  of  July,  1718."  The  UUel  is 
boQoured  with  this  inscription  by  Pope : 

Think  not  by  rigVous  judgment  seis'd, 

A  pair  to  faithful  could  cxpiie  : 
Victims  so  pure  Heav*n  saw  well  pleas*d» 

And  snitch'd  them  in  celestial  fire. 

Live  welU  and  fear  no  sudden  fate  ! 

When  God  calls  virtue  to  the  grave. 
Alike  'tis  justice,  soon  or  late, 

Mercy  alike  to  kill  or  save. 
Virtue  unroov'd  can  kear  tiie  calf. 
And  Uoe  the  flash  that  melts  the  balL 

In  a  letter,  written  by  Gay,  tliis  melancholy  event  is  thus  de- 
scribed:—" John  Hewet  was  a  well-set  man,  of  about  twenty* 
fi?e.  Sarah  Drew  might  be  called  comely  rather  than  beautiful, 
;knd  was  about  the  same  age.  They  had  passed  through  the 
various  labours  of  the  year  together,  with  the  greatest  satis&o- 
tioo.  Their  love  was  the  talk  of  the  whole  neighbourhood,  for 
scaodaloever  affirmed  that  they  had  any  other  views  than  the  law* 
(u\  possession  of  each  ottier  in  marriage.  It  was  that  very  morn- 
ing that  they  had  obtained  the  consent  of  her  parents,  and  it  was 
but  till  the  next  week  that  they  had  to  wait  to  be  happy. 

"  Perhaps,  in  the  interval  of  their  work,  tiiey  were  now  talking 
of  tlieir  wedding  clothes,  and  John  was  suiting  several  sorts  of 
poppies  and  field  flowers  to  her  complexion,  to  choose  her  a  hat 
iu  the  wedding-day.    While  they  wore  thus  busied  (it  was  be* 

8  tween 
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tweenUw  and  three  IB  the  af^nioon)  the  oloiids  grew  UtfJcjaBl 
iQch  ft  etermof  lightmag  and  thmider  euued  that  all  the labet^ 
m  made  the  heat  of  their  way  to  what  shelter  the  treee  and  hedgei 
wfibrded.  Sarnh  was  frighted,  and  Cell  down  in  a  awoon  on  a  heap 
of  barley.  John,  who  nerer  aeparaled  from  her,  aat  down  fcy  h« 
aide,  4tatiBg  Kiked  together  two  or  three  heapa^  the  better  to  le- 
cure  her  from  the  atornu 

''  Immediately  there  waa  heard  ao  load  a  crack,  aa  if  beam 
had  aplit  asunder  I  Every  one  waa  now  aolicitooa  Ibr  the  sifeky 
of  his  neighbour ;  and  tl^  called  to  one  another  throngbant  tha 
field.  No  answer  being  returned  to  those  who  called  to  oar 
loyera,  they  atepped  to  the  place  where  they  lay.  They  percmred 
the  barley  all  iu  a  smoke,  and  then  spied  the  faithful  pair,  Joba 
with  one  arm  about  Sarah's  neck,  and  the  other  held  orer  ber  as 
if  to  screen  her  from  the  lightning.  They  were  atruck  ddd,  »d 
stiffened  in  this  tender  posture.  Sarah's  left  eye-brow  waa  aoged> 
and  there  appeared  a  black  spot  on  her  breast.  Her  lover  was  all 
over  black;  but  not  the  least  signs  pf  life  were  found  ia  either. 
Attended  by  their  melancholy  companiona  they  were  conveyed 
to  the  town,  and  next  day  were  interred  in  Stanton  Hafcaarl 
church  yard.'' 

In  Mie  neighbourhood  of  Stanton  Harcourt  are  three  large  ao- 
Bumental  stones,  known  by  the  name  of  the  DeviPs  Ceiit* 
Theae,Warton,  in  his  history  of  Kiddington,  supposes  were  ere9t0d 
to  commemorate  a  battle  fought  near  Bampton,  between  the 
British  and  the  Saxons,'  in  the  year  614;  on  which  occasion  the 
Saxon  princes  Cyuegils  and  Cwliicelou  slew  a  great  number  of 
the  British.  At  a  short  distance  was  a  barrow ;  hat  this  is  now 
destroyed. 

The  parish  of  Cogoes  claims  notice  in  this  hundred,  al- 
though  rta  lower  division  is  not  more  than  one  qfoarter  of  t 
mile  distant  from  the  town  of  Witney.  Cogges  was  the  head 
of  rAr  Barony  of  Anic.  The  Arsic  family  flourished  here  for 
several  ages ;  and  Hanasser,  one  of  the  Lords  of  that  haoe 
founded  an  alien  priory  oC  black  monks^  which  waa  diaaolved, 
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:  other  ikbikr' foandalioin,  in  the  rtign  «r  Henry  V.  la 
theSMi  oTHeHKy  IIL  iKe  two  dattghten  and  hein  of  Robeit 
de  Ante*  theilatt  icfed,  ^^aased  airay  Uieir  fsteraaA  rafaperttMioa 
^  Watttr  Gni9>  Atthbiskop  of  York.  The  manor  of  Cogges  irai 
afenrahb  veal^d  in  the  Oregrft  ttf  Rotheriield,  and  wm  ii8H% 
Kttied  00  Ihe  iPtfes  of  that  branch  of  the  fiunily,  as  apatt  of 
jiintore.  It  then  cane  to  the  Levels,  and  wan  enjoyed  by  IheM 
till  the  forfcHm^  of  the  property  appertaining  to  liieir  honae,  ia 
coBseqnence  of  the  attainder  of  Francis  Lord  Level,  in  thothn^  • 
ff  Henry  VIL 

-  In  the  rdgn  of  James  L  William  Pope,  Earl  of  Downe,  baih  a 
naasion  on  the  site  of  the  Priory.  Some  part  of  this  strueturo  is 
worn  leamining,  a  little  eastward  of  the  ohorch,  and  is  occupied  as 
aftna-lioBse. 

The  teharch  is  a  hvmhle  Gothic  bnilding,  supposed  to  have 
been  laiaed  by  the  Greys  of  Rolherfield.  At  the  west  end  is  an 
edaogalar  tunct,  with  a  conical  roofing  of  tiles.  On  the  north 
of  Htm  ohancel  is  the  bnriaKplace  of  the  Blake  family,  parted 
torn  the  dutttsh  by  wooden  screen^work.  One  side  of  this  partition 
has  been  hrreverently  placed  bo  as  completely  to  cut  in  two  aa 
eniobed  figmre,  recombent  on  an  altar  tomb.  Both  on  the  inner 
sad  enter  sides  of  the  entrance,  is  the  resemblance  of  a  skuB,  snr- 
ffovoded  by  a  chapiet  of  evergreen. 


DITCHLEY. 


seal  is  five  miles  fbom  the  town  of  Woodstock,  on  the 
■eribarcift.  About  the  reign  of  James  L  the  family  of  Lee  ac- 
ftircd  poBsessloa  of  Ibis  manor  and  its  attached  mansion.  Tfaefr 
piiiwipt  lesideaoe  had  hitherto  been  at  Qaarendon,  in  Backs  ; 
bet  Ihey  shortly  pitied  that  nmghboiirhood,  and  fixed  at 
Ditshley*  8ir  Fnttois  Henry  Lee,  the  second  Baronet  of  the 
haHf,  died  Mk,  aboat  1641 ;  and  Anne,  his  "widow,  married 
Hernia  WifaM,  'Visebitai  Athlono,  and  Sail  of  Rochester,  the 
'>  celebrated 
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celebrated  loyalist  That  nobleman  resided  at  Dilebhy^  in  rigbt 
of  his  wife^  and  at  this  seat  was  born  his  son,  the  witty  but  ill- 
totored  earl,  who  closed  his  brief  career  at  the  High  Lodge  in 
Woodstock  Park.  Sir  Francis  Henry  Lee,  the  younger  son  sf 
Anne,  Countess  of  Rochester,  by  her  former  husbtod,  was  father 
pf  the  first  Earl  of  Litchfield.  The  mansion  was  rebnilt  by  the 
elder  brother  of  the  last  earl,  and  i^  now  the  property  of  Lord 
Viscount  Dillon,  but  is  oecnpied  by  tlie  Earl  of  Ormond  and 
Qasory.  i 

The  architect  employed  at  Ditcliley  was  Gibbs,  and  tbb  boose 
has  been  considered  the  best  of  his  performances.  In  point  of 
internal  arrangement  he  is  entitled  to  considerable  praise;  but,  ins 
costly  and  extensive  mansion,  we  look  also  for  striking  splendoar 
of  outward  efiect ;  and  it  would  be  difficult  to  discover  this  in  the 
building  of  Ditchley.  The  house  is  entered  by  a  modeiile  flight 
of  stone  steps,  with  a  balustrade,  and  large  rases  on  each  side. 
The  body  of  the  structure  is  weighty ;  with  many  vascsy  and 
two  statues,  on  the  coping.  On'  each  side  is  a  nassy  s^ssn 
wing,  which  is  joined  to  the  main  building  by  a  low.  piece  of 
masonry,  so  evidently  constructed  only  as  a  line  of  union  thst 
it  detracts  from  the  consequence  of  the  whole,  and  forces  vs  ts 
regard  the  unomamented  wings  as  separate  elevations.* 

On  entering  the  mansion,  .we  discover  the /fa//  tobeafiae, 
and  spacious  room,  embellished  with  great  labour  and  expense. 
No  opportunity  of  decoration  is  lost.  Carving  and  gilding  seem 
to  have  bestowed  their  utmost ;  and  the  more  grateful  eflbrts  of 
the  pictorial  art  are  also  liberally  interapersed.  The  eeiUag  is 
painted  by  Kent,  with  rapresentations  of  the  heathen  gods  and 
goddesses;  and,  worked  into  the  costly  coapartBenta  of  the 
sides,  are  Venus  giving  the  arms  to  JEneas,  and  Vcftua  meeting 
iEneaa  in  the  Wood.  Over  the  chimney  is  a  portrait  of  Hcwy, 
s^qdEarl  of  Litchfield,  by  Akerman.  Even  the  settees  in  this 
room  of  entrance  are  richly  carved  and  gilt  We  are  anthoiised 
in  supposing  that  the  character  of  a  hall  is  intended  to  be  ia- 
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dicative  of  that  of  the  more  important  apartments.  It  would  bo 
tnily  iajodiciomi  if  the  eye  were  coiidueted  to  aimplieity  in  the 
interior,  after  viewing  splendour  at  the  portal.  Accordingly  wc 
find  that  the  whole  suite  of  principal  roomv  is  highly  oma- 
nented ;  hot  the  most  interesting  circumstances  of  embellishment 
cooBiBt  in  the  numerous  portraits  here  preserved ;  and  to  these  we 
shall  chiefly  confine  our  attention. 

In  the  Breakfast  Roam,  among  other  panitings,  are  Reubens, 
has  wife  and  son^  hunting ;  the  figures  by  Reubens,  the  animals 
by  Scheighers.  This  is  a  large  picture,  replete  with  energy  and 
fire.  The  figure  of  the  son,  who  is  in  the  act  of  striking  with  a 
boar-spear,  is  displayed  with  admirable  skill. 

A  shooting  piece,  in  which  is  introduced  the  late  Earl  of  Latch- 
field,  by  Wootton. 

Two  fall  length  portraits  of  ladies,  by  Paul  Veronese. 

Tlie  JDining  Room  is  wainscotted,  and  adorned  with  numerous 
portraits.    We  select  the  following  for  notice  :«- 

Gtuufea  I.  by  Vandyke.  The  Prince  of  Wales  (Charles  IL)  a 
d|iM  in  petticoats  by  his  knee. 

Henry  VIII.  a  highly  finished  whole  length,  supposed  by 
Holheio. 

Mrs.  Lncy  Water%  with  the  Duke  of  Monmouth,  an  unattired 
ittfiint*,  partly  resting  on  a  table,  and  playfully  assisted  by  her 


Sir.  Christopher  Battoa,  by  Cornelius  Ketel;  a  full  length. 
The  Ibim  not  remarkable  for  ease  or  gmce,  nor  the  countenance 
lor  aiaaly  chsracter. 

Sir  Henry  hto,  with  the  dog  that  saved  his  life,  by  John- 
soft.  The  iigore  expressive  of  vigorous  old  age;  a  leathern 
cloak  thrown  over  the  shoulders.  The  head  and  neck  of  the 
dog;  a  hrge,  and  as  .it  would  appear,  not  a  i^ery  comely  animal, 
are  the  only  parts  introduced  to  the  picture.  On  a  comer  of  the 
caavas  is  the  following  inscription: 
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More  Faithful  than  fawmred, 

Rcsson  in  man  cuinot  effect  such  lore* 
As  nature  doth  in  tbeni  that  reason  want : 

Vlj'sses  true  and  kind  his  dog  did  prove. 
When  Faith  io  better  friends  wu  my  acanl 

hly  travels  for  my  friends  have  been  as  tme, 

Thu'  not  as  far,  as  furtuoe  did  him  bear ; 
Xo  friends  my  Love  and  Faiiii  divided  knew, 
Tlio'  neither  this  nor  that  once  eqoaird  were. 
But  in  ni  J  dog,  whereof  I  made  no  store, 
I  find  more  love  than  them  I  trosted  more. 

The  story  connected  with  the  above  pieccf  is  thus  related: 

*'  A  servant  had  formed  a  desififn  to  rob  the  hoose,  and  to  ■mT' 
der  bis  mttster.  Bot,  on  'the  night  this  project  was  intended  to 
be  pat  in  execution^  the  dog,  though  no  (avoorite,  nor  indeed  erer 
before  taken  notice  of  by  his  roaster,  accompanied  him  up  itWi 
crept  under  the  bed,  and  conld  not  be  driven  away  by  the  attest* 
ant;  when  at  length.  Sir  Henry  ordered  him  to  be  left;  aid, in 
the  dead  of  night,  the  treacherous  servant,  entering  the  rooait» 
execute  his  desicfn,  was  instantly  seized  by  the  dog ;  and,  on  bd(Bg 
secured,  confessed  his  intention/* 

The  Green  Paper  Drawing  Room  has  a  chimney-pieee  rf 
ponderous  construction,  but  of  finely  variegated  marUe.  Amoaj^ 
the  paintings  are  portraits  of  Admiral  Lee,  brother  to  Um  second 
Earl  of  Litchfield ;  and  of  the  Duchess  of  Cleveland.  The  hller 
piece  is  by  Sir  Peter  Lely,  and  represents  a  woman  of  aaall  sta- 
ture, encumbiTcd  with  a  large  hoop.  She  is  in  mowiuiig  atliit# 
richly  interspersed  with  lace- work. 

In  this  room  is  a  handsome,  and  very  large,  China  bowl*  pre- 
sented by  Charles  IL  to  the  first  Countess  of  Litchfield. 

The  Tapestry  Drawing  Room  is  of  moderate,  but  pleMiftg* 
proportions ;  and  tlie  whole  apartment  possesses  an  attractive  air 
of  warmth  and  comfort.    Two  sides  are  cevared  with  Ufcslry, 
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mpreaeA^ug  a  yintage;  and  Apollo,  the  MuseSi  lind  the  Gods 
and  Goddesaes  sitting  at  table.  The  execotion  of  hoth  diviaiona 
ia  hr  fnm  excellent.  Among  several  portraits  in  this  room  are. 
Sir  Francis  Lee,  by  Vandyke,  in  bvi  happiest  style.  The 
ntliject  is  represented  in  a  robe  of  satin,  sitting  on  a  bank,  be^ 
neath  the  shelter  of  a  tree.  The  &ce  is  yonthfal,  and  fail  of 
character.  The  drapery  very  good,  and  the  lights  and  ahades 
finely  disposed. 

Lady  Rochester,  by  Sir  Peter  Lely.  As  this  lady  was  by 
Qo  means  eminent  for  beauty,  she  was  unfortunate  in  perpe* 
tnating  her  character  of  form  during  the  prevalence  of  a  sys« 
tem  of  exposure.  The  bosom  is  pressed  upwards^  by  the  dress^ 
is  the  onpteasing  manner  nsnal  witb  modem  times,  and  if  pos^ 
iiUe  with  still  less  d^ieacy. 

Sir  Henry  Lee,  iu  the  robes  of  the  garter;  a  full  fengtb^ 
hy  JobosoA.  The  face  venerable  and  interestiDg. «  The  faaadi^ 
vhich  are  shrivelled  in  age,  extremely  well  execatedL 

The  eeilhig  of  the  Sahon  is  omasMttted  with  stoeoo  work» 
and  the  aides  are  occupied  by  embellishments  of  the  same  ^de* 
acripttoa.  There  are  two  modem  busts  in  this  room,  ioge^ 
ther  with  an  antique  statue  of  Hygeia.  The  windows  eommaod 
phasing  views  over  the  attached  grsands,  enlivened  by  two 
nasil  decorative  buildings. 

The  Gretftt  Damask  Drawing  Roam  is  not  large,  but  of  a 
nott  inviting  aspect  A  landscape  by  Wootton  ia  worked  inte 
the  ornamefits  which  surmount  the  beautiful  chimney^pieee  of 
Btalnaiy  marble.  Among  the  pictures  are, 
A  Sleeping  Venos  and  Painter,  by  Titian. 
The  Angel  CvabrieU  by  Quido.  Heplete  with  the  elegance  of 
csBoeptioB  and  delicacy  of  colonring  so  conspicuous  in:  many  of 
his  woiks. 

Sir  Francis  Drake.     A  ring  hanging  from  his  neck  by  a 
acartet  eerdi     Throagh  the  ring  is  passed  the  thnmb  of  his 
left  hand. 
The  Gr€ui  Drawmg  Roam  h  about  37  ftet  in  lengthy  by  .26 
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ill  ^Mth.  The  eeiling  vA  Bides  are  akundMilly  deeonted 
villi  carving  and  gilding,  on  a  while  ground.  Tbe  faniU«t 
and  enrtains  are  oianon.  A  landaoape^  by  WofyttMi,  it  iaioi* 
ed  in  the  eroanents  above  the  chimney-piece.  Thia  iDoin  n 
afiomad  with  aene  fine  whole-lenglh  Porlnuta>  by  Sir  r«te 
Lelyt 

Gharba  II.  aiUing  in  a  chair  of  slaie,  with  his  crawn  ui 
sceptre  on  a  table.  The  display  of  thia  piece  is  Tciy  alcikiiig^ 
tuld  mach  sii^erior  Ut  that  usnaUy  effected  by  Lei  j. 

The  Daehera  of  Cleveland. 

Charbtte  Filsroy,  first  Counteaa  of  litchfieM^  and  aeesal 
daughter  of  Charlea  II.  by  the  Dndieaa  of  ClevelaML  A  |nr- 
mil  of  much  character.  Robes  loosely  thrown  over  the  fona»  is 
as  to  produce  an  appearance  of  ease,  ^nttlative  of  Greeiao  Ifce- 
itm,  dnd  Superior  to  all  vicitoitodea  of  fiuhion.  No  sauler,  who 
wiabfb  Us  woika  to  deaeekid  in  a  fidr  light  is  poateritj;  shuald 
neglect  thia  praotiG^  where  it  ia  attainable. 

The  Dtthe  «f  GraAoa^  hfother  to  Lady  Charlotte  Fitnoy. 
.The  hangings  of  the  apartaMnt tetaed  the  VehH  BeJMm- 
ier^  are  of  Genoa  1rel?et»  bronght  to  England  by  Adaiifal  Ue. 
The  haais  of  iheae  fine  hattgings  ta  green  aatin,  oo  whi^  is  ar« 
tartged  Maed  velvet  muAp  bf  erimaon  and  green.  Every  spot 
not  occnpiod  by  the  hangings  is  ornamenW  with  carving  vd 
gildii%  bf  the  knOst  espensive  deacription.  The  bed-fcniilaie  is 
of  nehnk,  ta  nnitoh  the  hangings. 

Thn  dmne  Dtnwn^^R^aln  is  hung  with  tapealry»  of  hotter 
execution  than  that  befisre  notiaed.  The  snbjecta  repreaentcd  sie. 
Venus  ordering  the  Aroioor  for  £iteas;  and  Neplnne  giving 
ttitctiQW  for  the  Bnt  Ship  that  was  bnilt»  &c 

9«8V  the  ehinwey  is  a  fine  gronpe  of  the  Duke  and  Dnrhe» 
of  Yoik,  with  the  princesses  Mary  and  Anne,  by  Sir  IVter 
Leiy. 

Tharo  an  two  Dhapob,  a  Prottetant  and  a  Gatholic.  The  fet- 
ter is  closed.  The  former  is  a  neat  and  appropriate-  bttildlB«r> 
Mlh  hu  al|ap-|[»kce  by  Pauaaittt  of  the  Deaeant  ftom  the  Crass. 

We 
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We  Ami  Ml  quit  DiloU«y  ivithoot  oWrvtng  that  there  ie  an 
Btr  of  ipi?aeity,  warmth,  tod  comfort,  pievailiDg  throvghottt  the 
apaitneBto,  nniiBiiat  io  stnictores  ao  splendid.  We  cannot  avoid 
tbiaking  that  if  less  gold-leaf  had  been  employed  the  genen^ 
efcct  woiiU  haire  been  stiil  more  gratefql;  hut,  perhaps,  the 
extremity  of  height  to  which  many  of  the  rooms  are  deeor^te^ 
til  ikes  awre  ferciUy  iSrom  the  efieet  of  contrast  with  the  weighty 
plaianeea  of  the  exterior.  The  few  instancea  of  oryament  on  tlse 
outside  gif  e  us  little  reason  to  expect  any  thing  horderJog  on  a 
eoslly  description  of  embellishment  within.  The  coUectipn  of 
porlitita  preserved  in  this  mansion  is  tra)y  estimable. 

l*be  Park  is  large,  bat  does  qot  claim  notice  for  any  peeitliar 
elegance  of  disposal.  It  is,  however,  well  sprinkled  with  iim* 
bcr;  and  from  many  poiMs  are  obtained  pleasing  views  ever  the 
aJjaooit  ceimtry. 

Net  nwfe  than  one  nde  from  Ditchley  Park,  i»KilUiHNaT«N. 
Is  attrition  to  its  British  e^mology,  the  nan^^  of  this  place  wa^i 
anciently  written  Cwkni^m,  er  the  Town  mnong  the  Woods. 
The  village  is  plenaantly  sitnaled  on  the  river  Qlyme,  which 
divides  ii  into  two  ^Uatrieta,  termed  the  Upper  aud  Lover  Tpwn, 
or  Over  and  Nether  Kiddington.* 

1*he  property  of  this  village  is  traced  by  Warton  as  far  back 
as  780 ;  about  whrieh  year  King  OSk  gav«  Kiddkigton  and  Hey* 
(fiorp  to  the  episcopal  priory  of  Worcester,  from  which  tbey  were 
kbortly  wrested  by  the  Danes ;  nor  were  they  ever  restored.  At 
(be  time  of  the  Norman  survey,  Bascoit  Musard  was  the  chief 
bnil-bolder.  In  the  reign  of  Henry  I.  the  Norman  fiiroily  of  De 
Sticey  seem  to  ha^e  become  proprietors.  The  De  Salceys,  though 
Dot  noticed  in  history,  were  possessed  of  considevahle  petwer,  and 
were  very  rich  in  this  county.  They  appear  to  have  constructed 
a  bouse  at  Kiddington.  After  an  intermediate  transmission,  in 
consequence  of  the  marriage  of  a  female  of  the  De  Salceys,  the 

9  03  estate 

*  The  Upper  Town  is  in  Chadlington  Hundred. — Kiddington  hu  been 
fatuoaUs  in  meeting  with  an  erudite  historian,  Mr.  T.  Warton ;  to-  wboiS 
«()rk  oar  notice  of  this  village  it  nocb. indebted. 
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estate  vas  acquired,  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VI.  by  tbe  Iknilyof 
BabiDgton;  and,  about  the  year  1613,  the  Babingtons  sold  it  to 
Sir  Henry  Browne,  third  son  of  the  first  Lord  Vtsooont  Mon- 
tagne.  This  latter  fiunily  hate  constantly  resided  at  Kiddington 
since  the  beginning  of  the  reign  of  James  I.  Their  present  T^ 
presentative  is  Charles  Mostyn  Browne,  Esq. 

The  mansion  was  chiefly  built,  or  repaired,  by  8tr  Henry 
Browne,  in  1673,  on  the  foundationis  of  an  old  seat,  to  wbirb 
appertained  a  walled  park.  It  is  situated  on  a  gentle  rise,  an^ » 
pleasantly  ornamented  with  an  alternation  of  wood  and  water. 
Many  valuable  family  portraits,  by  eminent  masters  in  the  reigis 
of  Mary,  Elizabeth,  James^  and  Charles  I.  are  preserved  in  dif- 
ferent apartments. 

In  the  garden  is  placed  a  relique  of  some  interest ;— tlie  fbnt 
in  which  it  is  said  King  Edward  the  Confessor  was  baptized  at 
Islip.  The  block  of  stone  in  which  the  basin  of  imraesioa  is 
exeaTated,  is  nnnsnally  massy.  It  is  of  an  octangolar  shape, 
and  the  oataidc  is  adorned  by  tracery  work.  The  interior  dia- 
foeter  of  the  basin  is  thirty  inches,  and  the  depth  twenty.  Th^ 
whole,  with  the  pedestal,  which  is  of  a  pieee  with  the  rest,  is  fir« 

feel  high,  and  bears  the  following  imperfect  inscriptitfn : 

I 

Thit  Mcrod  Foot  Sunt  Edward  lint  reeoard. 
ftom  Womb  to  Once«  from  Graco  to  Gloiy  went 
Hii  Tirtaoui  Life.    To  thia  fayre  Isle  beqvetb'd. 
Prase  ,  • .  •  and  to  ts  bat  lent. 
Let  this  reroaino,  ttte  Trophies  of  bis  Fame, 
A  Kmg  baptizd  from  bence  a  Sunt  became. 

Then  is  inseribed : 

This  Fonte  came  from  the  King's  Cbapell 
in  Islip, 

Tkis  reliqoe  is  eridently  «a  andeBt  piece  of  worknanskip ; 
but;  IB  the  opinion  of  Warton,  "  tbe  tracery  aad  coostrnelioB  do 
not  nf^  with  the  rndeneis  of  art  in  so  barbaroos  a  time  as  that 
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^  Edwvd  ibe  Confesior/'  The  abboU  of  WestmiusUr  bad  a 
cpnotry  seat  at  Islip ;  and  it  is  supposed  tliat  the  monks  per- 
Ibraurd  regular  service  in  tbe  cbapel  at  tbat  place  till  their  disso- 
lotioD.  It  was  evidently  to  their  advantage  to  retain^  under  all  * 
circomstattces,  a  nomimd  font  connected  with  the  baptismal  be- 
nediction of  so  saintly  a  king.  The  inscription,  thoogb  of  a 
eomparatively  modern  date,  was  atill  probably  made  long  beforo 
the  reoMval  of  the  font  from  Islip  chapeL 

The  Church  is  situated  in  Lower  Kiddington,  and  is  said  by 
Browne  Willis  to  be  dedicated  to  St.  Nicholas ;  but  the  annual 
wike  18  celebrated  on  the  Sunday  following  the  festival  of  St 
Peter.  The  building  principally  consists  of  one  aisle  and  a  chan- 
cel ;  but,  on  tbe  south,  is  a  "  lateral  projection,  or  semi-transept. 
This  was  probably  only  intended  for  a  sepulchral  aisle  to  cover  a 
ftmily  vault  Within  its  southern  wall  are  two  niches  for  holy 
wator.  We  may  therefore  suppose  tbat  there  was  once  an  alt^r^ 
peihajis  two,  in  the  semi^transepf  The  wholi*  fabric  is  ceiled 
with  ralier-work.  Tbe  body  of  tlie  church  appears  to  have  been 
built  about  Uie  year  1400 ;  and  the  semi-transept,  or  chapel,  soon 
after.  The  chancel  is  evidently  tbe  remain  of  an  older  church, 
and  bears  marks  of  tbe  Saxon,  or  early  Norman  style  of  archi* 
lecture.  At  the  back  of  the  present  altar  a  large  arch  is  walled 
up,  which  seems  to  have  opened  eastward  into  a  more  extended 
edifice.  The  zigzagged  semicircle  of  ibis  arch  reimiins  entire. 
On  the  outside  of  that  part  of  the  building  which  constitutes  the 
present  chancel,  is  a  series  of  grotesque  ornaments  in  alone,  re« 
seabliog  heads  plaoed  horizontally.  The  more  ancient  church 
U  supposed  by  Warton  to  have  been  built  by  the  family  of  De 
Salcey,  about  the  time  of  Stephen,  or  at  least  before  the  comple- 
tion of  the  twelfth  century.  At  the  west  end,  coeval  with  tbe 
body  of  the  church,  is  a  low  square  tower,  containing  three 
large  bells,  and  a  sanctns,  or  sainVs,  bell. 

In  that  division  of  tbe  pariah  called  The  Upper  Town,  is  the 
ruin  of  the  old  parochia)  cross,  comprising  parts  of  Ibe  shftft  and 
Igtte,  built  of  stone. 

?  d  4  Wear 
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N«ar  Upper  Kidftngton  rans  an  antieiit  wnj,  from  ^lA  tW 
Mil^boario^  hamlet  of  IHtehley  deri? es  ito  name.  This  ii 
thMghl  by  Warlon  to  be  Briliih,  mid  to  bave  been  merdy  iatari^ 
ed  aa  a  boondary. 

At  the  distance  of  half  a  mile  from  the  lame  part  of  ^  vBlagc 
ia  a  single  fann-bonse,  termed  Asttthy^  which  also  denominatet 
a  manor*  Atterley  was  once  a  parish;  and  in  a  field,  ciUei 
Chapel'Breke,  have  been  tamed  np  pieces  of  the  moddii^  of 
lancet-windows,  and  other  fragments  of  antient  masonry.  Tlie 
chnreh  of  Asterley  was  united  with  that  of  Kiddington,  by  the 
bishop  of  Lincoln,  in  1466. 

At  Glympton  one  mile  south  by  east  of  Kiddington,  Hn. 
Wbeate  has  a  pleasant  residence.  In  the  chancel  of  the  cbareh 
is  a  raised  monument  of  stone ;  and/  nnder  the  portraitsre  sa  t 
bnsa  plate  of  a  man  in  a  gown,  is  an  inscription  to  the  mmsrj 
of  Thomas  Tesdale,  ''  who  was  Kberally  beneficial  to  Baliol  Col- 
lege, Oxford,  and  to  the  free  school  at  Abingdon  in  Berks.''  He 
died  nearly  at  63  years  of  age,  at  Olympton,  on  the  I3th  <^  Jaae, 
|610.  His  wife,  Maud,  a  native  of  Henley,  survived  btm  ns 
years,  and  lies  buried  near  him.  She  appears  to  have  bees  t 
woman  of  a  very  charitable  disposition,  and  was  said  in  to 
epitaph  to  have  ''  lovingly  anointed  Christ  Jesus,  in  his  poore 
members,  at  Glympton,  Charlbnry,  Ascot,"  and  other  places. 

The  liberal  bequest  of  Mr.  Tesdale,  which  was  employed  by  the 
trustees  for  the  benefit  of  Pembroke  College,  Oxford,  will  here  be 
recollected. 

HEYTHORP, 

the  seat  of  the  Earl  of  Shrewsbury,  next  demands  notice.  This 
mansion  is  about  four  miles  on  the  south  eart  of  Chipping  Nor- 
ton. Adjoining  the  park,  in  the  vicinity  of  the  usoal  entrance,  is 
Heytfaorp  Church,  a  small  but  venerable  boildhig.  On  the  south 
is  a  Saxon,  or  early  Norman,  doorway,  the  fillela  of  the  semi- 
circle supported  on  each  side  by  two  piliafa«  with  dissimilar  cspt- 
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trik.    Od  thesamesideoftheclMiveli,  ortrai 

d  window,  BOW  slopped  wp,  is  a  saall  tablet^  radely  acalplonA 

with  the  reaemManoe  of  an  aniottl,  and  a  ciwai  in  tlie  baab 

ground.    T6ree  windows  of  early  Oothie  liglit  tke  bnildiog  Irons 

ttis  division.    At  the  cast  end  is  a  irindawr  of  tiie  i 

ter,  nearly  obscured  by  iry.    On  the  noitfi  side  is  a  i 

ed  doorcase;  over  which,  on  a  stone  taMol»  aiw  scalptured  wsry. 

nidely  two  ^i^,  each  hating  a  crosier  in  the  left  hand.    The 

ehorch  has  no  tower;  and  one  bell  is  placed  at  the  west  en^  iftit 


The  mansion  is  approached  by  a  noble  aTcnne  of  trees,  mora 
tfasn  a  miie  in  length,  which  has  Kttle  of  fonaaKty  in  its  aspect,^ 
as  the  edge  of  the  respecUve  lines  is  jadicioasly- broken,  thongk 
IB  apparent  magnificence  of  lineal  correctness  is  still  presanred  in 
the  petwpective  ?iew.  The  honse  was  boilt  by  Archer,  of  whostf 
professional  talents  liord  Orfbrd  speaks  with  nmch  disdain ;  bat, 
in  neglect  of  the  opinion  delivered  by  this  critical  Wid,  moat  exa« 
miners  will  probably  deem  Hey  thorp  a  fine  and  attractive  apaci^ 
■en  of  the  decorated  style.  The  grand,  or  northern,  fiwat,  haa  a 
eentral  portico  of  entrance,  adorned  by  foar  lafty  Corinthian  ca« 
hnnns.  On  either  ride  is  a  handsome  and  spaciona  wing,  joineA 
to  the  main  division  of  the  bnilding  by  tastefal  ranges  of  nmsonry« 
The  tonth  front  has  a  flight  of  stone  steps,  with  two  ascents. 
Over  the  entrance  are  the  family  arms.  Each  lalteral  portion  aC 
the  same  front  ta  embellished  with  cdorons.  A  bahistrade  of 
stone  ranges  along  the  top  of  the  whole  stractnre. 

Hie  Halt  is  of  lofty  proportions.  The  floor  is  of  black  and 
whito  marble:  the  sides  are  painted  in  bine  paaaels,  wilk  aome 
few  adoniments  of  stucco  work. 

The  room  denomroated  the  library  is  83  feet  in  length,  and 
20  in  height,  but  is  now  destitoto  of  books.  The  sides  are  oraa- 
mentcd  with  flne  stucco  work.  Over  the  recesses  intended  fbr 
book«c8ses  are  medallions  of  Homer,  Plato,  Tbucydides,  Cicero, 
8hakspeare,  and  Inlgo  Jones.  The  compartmenis  above  the  en- 
m  embelliaked'with  stnccp  weyk,  iUaalrative  of  some  of 

the 


the  Fables  of  JSoop.  There  are^  likewiie,  many  pendi^  ont- 
menu,  in  alto  relievo,  of  military,  mosical,  and  mathematical  ii* 
•traments,  with  intenpened  frnit  and  flowera.  From  the  ceutre 
of  the  gallery  a  fine  and  compeodiona  view  is  obtained  of  the 
park  and  the  chief  featorea  of  the  snrrotinding  conutry.  Folding 
doors  open  at  three  sides,  and  permit  a  prospect  completely 
through  the  different  attadied  rooms.  A  fourth  doorway  opesa 
directly  on  the  terraoir;  and  thus  a  fall  view  of  the  adjaoeat 
scenery  is  obtained  at  each  point  of  the  compass.  The  effect 
produced  is  extremely  fine.  The  scenery  is  highly  embellished; 
and,  by  this  oontrivance,  we  form  a  comprehensive  and  magnifi- 
cent notion  of  the  amplitude  of  the  domsin  ^pertaining  to  the 
mansion  in  which  we  stand. 

The  Z>ratotn^  Roam  is  47  feet  in  length,  by  25  in  breadth. 
The  walla  of  this  room  are  bung  with  tapestry,  by  Vanderborgbt, 
representing  the  four  qnartera  of  the  world.  Each  diviaioo  of  the 
hangings  is  extremely  well  executed.  Europe  is  ImciluUy  de- 
signated by  characters  in  masquerade  costume.  The  design  of 
the  compartment  emblematic  of  Africa  ia  conspicuously  entitled 
to  praise.  The  grouping  is  fine,  and  much  force  of  character  is 
delineated.  Every  fignre  conduces  to  the  animation  of  the  scen^ 
and  possesses  a  separate  interest. 

Over  the  four  doore  are  very  masterly  pieoes«  in  obro  oboearO/ 
description  of  the  seaaons  and  elements.  The  chimney  piece, 
composed  of  statuary  and  Egyptian  marble,  is  eminently  heaatifiil. 
The  cornice  of  this  room  is  supported  by  ^nres  of  Ceres  and 
Flora,  about  five  feet  high.  The  ceiling  ia  oroamenled  with 
stucco  work,  representing  the  four  quarters  of  the  globe,  with  the 
elements  and  seasons ;  the  whole  surrounded  by  a  Corinthian  en- 
tablature. Over  the  chimney  is  a  painting  of  the  Destruction  of 
Pharaoh  and  his  Host,  in  the  Hed  Sea,  by  Van  Oriey. 

The  Small  Drawing  Room  is  likewise  ornamented  with  fine 
atncco  work,  and  the  windows  command  attractive  views.  Th^ 
foregfoond  is  a  fiiir  and  wide  expanse  of  lawn,  edged  by  gfowpcs 
of  well'planted  trees.    At  one  point  is  a  small  disclosure  of  wa- 
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Ur;  and,  throogh  Vistas  so  jadicioasly  designed  as  to  appear 
aatural  circiuDstaaces,  is  beheld  a  rural  aod  soft  range  4^ 
sosse,  enlivened  at  a  happy  distaiiee  by  the  village  of  £&• 
stone. 

This  snperb  oiansion  is  well  calculated  ior  a  residence  of  the 
fifst  order,  but  it  has  never  bi;en  compietely  adapted  to  familj 
nse.  The  raoms  are  of  good  proportions,  and  are  tastefully  dis« 
posed  by  the  architect  for  tlie  purposes  of  state  and  pleasnre.  It 
is  to  be  regretted  that  the  interior  of  a  building,  sumptuously 
oniamenied  in  its  outward  features  by  the  Corinihian  order, 
sfaonld  contain  no  higher  works  of  art  than  stucco  and  tapestrj ) 
though  these  are,  certainly,  some  of  the  best  of  their  respective 
kinds.  < 

The  grounds  attached  to  the  mansign  are  extenwve,  and  am 
finely  adorned  by  wood  and  water.  Several  cascades,  and  or* 
namental  buildings,  in  diflSMrent  parts  of  the  domain,  have  sn^ 
fered  considerably  from  neglect,  as  the  noble  owner  has  <lar 
some  tine  used  Ueythorp  only  as  -an  occasional  residence.  In 
the  gardens  is  a  conservatory,  248  ieet  in  length.  This  build- 
ing ia  so  well  placed,  and  judiciously  maiuiged,  that  twenty- 
two  peach  and  nectarine  trees  Jiave  yielded  sixty  dozen  fruit 
on  each  tree.  Some  of  the  peaches  have  weighed  fourteen 
OHBoes.  The  vines  have  produced  si&  thousand  e^ht  hundred 
hooches. 

A  eh^el  of  some  extent  is  at  tliis  time  erecting,  at  a  shoit 
distance  from  the  mansion. 

The  vilbge  of  Great  Tsw  is  about  three  miles  from  the 
seat  of  the  Earl  of  Shrewsbory,  at  Ueythorp.  The  sitnati^m 
is  ogieeable,  though  dee[riy  secluded.  The  surroonding  coon* 
try  has  all  the  fine  variety  of  feature  which  Mpriugsfrom  uneven- 
Bees  of  surface.  The  manor  was  long  vested  in  the  iamily  •of 
Rajosford,  now  of  Northamptonshira  From  them  it  passed  te 
Sir  Lanrence  Taniield,  Knt.  whose  name  will  again  occur  in 
lior  notice  of  the  town  of  Bnrford.  The  only  danghter  and 
fieiress  of  Sir  Laurence  Tanfield,  married  Henry,  Lord  VisoouiA 

7  PalUand. 
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FftUdftfid^  lord  Deputy  of  Ireland,  and  father  of  the  diatia* 
gttiahed  nobleman  irho  fell  in  the  hattle  of  Newhory.  The 
Ke^  femily  aflerwarda  enjoyed  tbia  property ;  to  whom  aoa* 
ceeded  the  lather  of  George  Slratton,  Esq.  the  preaent  pro* 
prietor.  By  thia  latter  gentleman  the  ancient  aeat  haa  been 
demoliahed,  and  the  contignona  park  is  let  for  the  feeding  §1 
cattle.  Mr.  Stratton,  aome  short  time  back,  ibrev  maay  m^ 
derate  ferma  on  thia  eatate  into  two  on  a  very  estenaive  add^ 
which  were  placed  under  the  opposite  agricnitiiral  ayatems  af 
Scotland  and  Ireland.  For  one  of  the  speenlaton  he  rataed  an 
iromenae  atack  of  boildtngs,  vbich  ocenpy  three  aidea  of  a 
aifnare,  and  contain^  beaidea  nanal  and  unnaual  farm^nildinga, 
a  faiTiery,  and  Tariooa  other  accommodationa.  To  render  the 
ayatem  of  experiment  complete  at  erery  pointy  thia  esttenaiTe 
range  was  covered  with  paper,  mamifactvred  at  Eynabam  MiH. 
But  the  paper  was  not  feond  to  anawer  ao  weli  aa  alale?  Mr. 
Stratton's  (ine  eatate  is  now  en  sale. 

At  Great  Tew  Park  naided  Locins,  Viaeoaat  FUkbmd,  the 
son  of  the  Lord  Deputy,  and  one  of  the  best  noblea  thttt  graced 
the  court  of  the  irat  Charlea.  Thia  eminent  peraon  reaaifod 
the  eaHy  part  of  edncatton  in  Ireland;  but  afterwarda  Mfag 
a  deficiency  iu  classic  acquirement,  he  reaolved  to  aeelnde 
bimaelf,  with  rigorous  pertinacity,  till  be  had  nmde  a  pregraai 
adequate  to  his  own  conception  of  the  degree  of  karniat 
aeeeaaary  to  the  complete  gentleman.  Hia  manaioo  was  fer- 
tnnately  not  far  distant  from  oue  of  the  great  marta  of  cradi-' 
tion,  and  he  contracted  a  fitmrliar  liriendahip  with  the  moat  dis- 
tittgniahed  membera  of  the  UntTeraity.  These  adholan  feoni 
in  their  youthful  acquaintance  ao  much  talent,  UM^deaty,  and  «i^ 
banity,  that  they  frequently  resorted  ta  Tew  Park,  «'  and  4well 
with  bim,''  aays  Clarendon,  ''  as  in  a  college  aitnated  in  apnreff 
air ;  ao  that  hia  house  waa  a  waiTeraHy  in  a  leaa  voiasae,  wMtber 
they  came  net  so  much  for  repose  aa  fer  atody,  and  to  examine 
and  refina'tboae  grosser  propositions  which  hzineaa  and  coaaeat 
rendered  current  in  vulgar  conversation." 

Many 


Many  atlempti  were  made,  at  ike  iosligatioB  of  his  notlier« 
ft  woaan  of  a  haughty  temper  and  bigolted  priociplea,  to  re- 
cottoile  hiBi  to  the  cboreh  of  Rome.  He,  however,  remaiiied 
fixed  ia  his  rd^ious  opinions,  though'  all  his  disputes  with 
the  priesis  wl^  crowded  round  his  nother  were  conducted  with 
m  iMioh  forbearance  that  his  opponents  did  moi  abandon  a 
hope  of  nltinale  saocess.  Bat^  this  mildness  met  with  an  aii- 
gracious  rsluoi :  his  younger  brothers,  aad~  a  sister,  were  per- 
ferted  to  the  Roman  Catholic  mode  of  faith.  Incensed  by  the 
alvaatage  thus  taken  over  extreme  youth  and  inexperience,  he 
wiott,  while  resident  in  tlus  mansion,  two  large  discourses 
the  principal  positions  of  the  Papists,  "  with  that 
of  style,  and  full  weight  of  reason,  that/'  in  t)ie 
of  liord  Clarendon,  '*  the  diurch  is  deprived  of  great 
jeweb  m  the  conceahneni  of  them/' 

The  Ckmrck  of  this  village  is  a  handsome  pile,  chiefly  Go- 
thic, but  with  a  round*headed  door-case  at  the  principal  en- 
tmiiee,  supported  by  pillars  with  divenified  capitals.  The  ia- 
teiier  is  divided  by  two  rows  of  Gothic  arches.  The  pews  ate 
ancieat,  asd  withoat  auy  dson,  but  are  ornamented  with  much 
rode  carving.  Separated  irom  the  body  of  the  church  by  wooden 
seraen  woifc,  is  a  room  called  the  manorial  diapel.  This  was 
BMrely  the  seat  belongittg  to  the  bmily  of  the  antient  lerd  of  the 
district. 

In  the  ehaacel  are  nway  old  brasses,  among  which  is  one 
coBtaiuiBg  the  effigy  of  a  man  in  robes,  seated  betee  a  large 
This  is  shewi^  by  seme  part  of  an  inscription  m- 
on  the  edge,  to  be  the  ^gy  of  ''  William  RaynsM, 
Armiger,  lately  of  the  village  of  Groat  Tew,  and  Lord  of  the 
Maaor."  Inarched  on  one  side  of  the  manorial  chapel  are  two 
propertions»  carved  in  sleae.  The  one  is  that  of  a  cross*l^ged 
luught»  i^rimg  on  a  lion;  a  aUdd  on  his  arm,  and  a  hand  on  the 
hatef  his  sword.  Theother  is  the  sAgiesof  a  lady,  her  feet 
tentittg  on  a  balUog  of  the  true  English  breed,  which  is  in 
9  the 
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tbe  action  of  springing  forwards,   as  if  to  defend   her.    Her 
loLuds  are  crossed  over  the  breast,  in  the  attitude  of  sopplication. 

*It  appears  lilcely  that  a  branch  of  one  of  the  niiiio#  BoidmK 
roads  ran  near  the  Tillage  of  Great  Tew ;  and  we  bave  prooft 
lliat  the  Romans  resided  lor  some  time  in  the  Mghboiirhood. 
Dr.  Plot  *  mentions  a  tessellated  pavement,  ptonghed  op,  "  i 
where  about  this  village,  which  consisted  of  a  matter  roach  f 
than  marble,  cut  into  squares,  somewhat  bigger  thftn  dice,  of  fosf 
Afferent  colours ;  viz.  blue,  white,  yellow,  and  red ;  all  poKshed, 
and  orderly  disposed  into  works." 

Some  discoveries  have,  likewise,  been  very  recently  nade 
Disclosnre,  as  usna),  was  promptly  followed  by  destraction ;  but 
the  resident  clergyman  of  Great  Tew,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Nash,  tssk 
•a  written  notice  of  every  circumstance  that  came  under  his  obser- 
vation ;  and  he  has  obliged  us  with  a  copy  of  his  manusoipt 
We  present  it  without  any  comment. 

*'  On  the  22d  of  May,  1810,  as  some  woikmen  were  making  • 
dttch  for  a  .threshing  machine,  under  the  direction  of  Captahi 
fitenhouse  Wood,  at  Beaeotifield  farm,  in  the  parish  of  Great  Tew, 
they  found,  on  advancing  up  the  hill,  that  the  earth  in  many  parts 
bad  been  disturbed;  and,  occasionally,  they  met  with  bones, 
wood-ashes,  and  black  earths  like  soot.  SomeUroes  these  weft 
at  the  depth  of  three  or  four  feet  beneath  the  surface ;  and,  n 
some  instances,  they  came  to  them  more  readily.  When  their 
work  proceeded  to  the  Rick-yard,  they  were  stopped  by  a  wall 
of  some  strength,  and  an  ante-passage,  with  an  entrance-door 
walled  up.  When  part  of  it  was^  taken  down,  they  discovered  a 
Roman  burial  vault,  nearly  as  perfect  as  when  it  was  retained  in 
iMe.  It  measured  where  disturbed  twenty  feet  in  length,  and  in 
width  eighteen  feet ;  the  iteight  was  eight  feet  from  the  plank* 
ing  atones.  It  had  a  half^cirde  to  the  north,  of  rongb  stones 
eight  feet  in  diameter,  which  probably  corresponded  with  s 
window  of  the  temple  that  was  boiit  over  it    The  ball  which 

appealed 
Kataral  Hiftory,  &c.  psge^<7. 
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appeared  to  bave  finbhed  the  top  wbb  lying  aiiiot)g  the  raki 

"  The  human  remains  were  laid  in  partitions  of  a  dissimihf 
wifhh»  which  crossed  the  vanlt  from  east  to  west,  and  were  built 
with  Roman  red  tiles,  about,  eight  inches  and  a  half  square. 
Hany  of  the  bones  that  had  been  coTered  with  sand  were  very 
perfect ;  and  the  teeth  of  some  of  them  were  sound  in  the  jawSf 
The  partitiotts  were  two  feet  and  a  half  deep,,  and  were  generally 
about  the  width  of  our  graves.  These  sepulchral  receptacles 
were  eorered  with  pfamk  tiles,  which  had  the  same  fresh  appear* 
anoe  as  when  first  taken  from  the  kiln.  Ju? enal,  in  his  Vth  Sa- 
tire, has  these  words :  Exigua  faralis  cmna  patella.  In  illastra- 
tiott  of  this  passage  it  is  observed,  that  the  Romans  used  to  place 
is  their  sepatchres,  to  appease  the  spirits  of  the  deceased,  a  little 
milk,  honey,  water,  and  wine;  together  with  olives  and  flowers. 
We  examined  the  graves,  or  recesses,  and  found  some  of  the  small 
thin  basins  of  black  Roman  pottery  alluded  to.  Sometimes  a  red 
RoBsa  ash  urn  was  discovered  among  the  rubbish.  The  dimei^ 
sloes  of  the  red  planking  tiles  were  various.  Some  were  eleven 
isehes  and  a  half  square ;  others  were  twenty-three  inches  and  a 
half  squsie;  and  some  were  twenty-one  inches  by  deven  inches. 
Tbe  whole  were  one  Inch  and  a  half  thick. 

"  There  were  two  tiers  of  sepulchral  recesses;  and  above  was 
a  spread  of  planking  tiles,  covered  with  mortar  and  sand,  to  the 
tbid^aess  of  about  two  inches,  in  which  was  set  tessellated 
vorfc.  The  squares  were  of  various  colours ;  white,  dark,  red, 
and  blue.  Some  of  them  were  white  stones,  covered ;  and  otheia 
were  formed  of  white  or  pottery  clay.  The  ornaments  were  nms 
aad  serpentine  lines.  This  appears  to  have  been  the  temple 
floor.  There  were  red  earthen  floes,  about  one  foot  aad  a  half 
long,  with  equilateral  triangles,  inverted  like  an  hour  glass,  and 
cat  open  for  air  holes  on  the  narrow  sides.  The  walls  were  all 
phisteied,  except  the  half-circle  to  the  north.  Some  of  the 
plaislcr  was  as  white  as  that  made  from  burned  shells.  The 
temple  had  been  covered  in  with  small  flat  stones,  such  as  are 

usually 
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miallj  foood  in  wai  beds,   mih  peg*holes  on  either  lUe. 
The  greater   part  of  the   persons   buried  wefe  muwres  igne 


.  '*  The  Romau  altar^  where  the  sacrifices  were  burned^  stood  is 
the  open  air»  twenty  feet  below  the  temple,  to  the  sontb,  and  there 
were  many  ashes  renaining,  in  much  the  same  state  as  when  ori- 
ginally left. 

"  A  Rasun  bath  was  afterwards  found,  on  the  north  of  tke 
teB^e,  and  was  abruptly  destroyed.  Many  pieces  of  large  red 
water  pi|pe  shared  the  same  fiite.  There  were  also  found  sere- 
lai  large  ornamental  red  jars,  nnd  coins  of  copper  and  bno, 
the  copper  much  defaced,  but  the  brass  in  a  good  state  of  pre* 
fMTVation.'' 

Mci  Ntt»h  lias,  likewise,  favoured  us  by  observing  that, "  in 
the  year  1809,  as  some  workmen  were  digs^ing  a  mill  poad  in 
n  vale  of  the  north  field  of  the  parish  of  Great  Tew,  wbicb 
hns  commnnication  with  the  Charwell  and  the  Thames,  sod 
consequently  «ith  the  sea,  tliey  met  with  a  fiMsil  bed,  in 
which  were  found  au  immense  quantity  of  seal's  tusks,  and  the 
sockets  of  their  eyes ;  sea  eels ;  ben  fish ;  oyaters|  cockles;  sad 
the  tails  of  lobsters ;  in  a  dilapidated  atate.^' 

Rarfurd  St.  MtcBABL,  situated  four  miles  from  the  village 
last  mentioned,  is  nsually  termed  Greai  Bnrfiwd,  to  distingnisb  it 
from  a  pariah  about  half  a  mile  distant  in  Bloxham  handred.  The 
ebnrch  ksn  marks  oCconsidersble  antiquity.  Tbe  north  door  far* 
ntshes  a  fine  specimen  of  tlie  omamdnted  Sajum  or  eaiiy  Noipsn 
atyle.  From  tbe  lancet  shape  df  some  of  the  windows  it  amy  he 
presumed  that  the  greater  pari  of  the  building  was  eoaslmeled 
dboot  the  time  of  Henry  III.  The  pnlpit  appears  formerly  to 
bave.been  of  stone.  The  baae  still  remains,  on  which  the  pre- 
•ent  wooden  pnlpit  was  erected  about  a  century  ago.  Fixed  te 
the  a^oinittg  pillar  is  an  iron  frame,  in  wbioh  was  antientlj  coo- 
iained  the  sand  glass  thai  regnlated  the  length  of  the  aowm. 
In  one  of  the  windows  are  three  diamond  shaped  panes  of  white 
glasB,  having  a  crowned  H,  of  tbe  Saxon  fonn^  in  ydlow  i  deneir 

ing> 


•  ^ 


iDg,  in  all  probability,  ih^  initiftl  letter  of  Henry  the  sixth  or 
Serenth,  in  whose  reigu  the  building  was  perhaps  adorned  with 

•  Rtaiaed  glass.  The  church-yard  is  singular  ibr  its  ineqiiality 
of  sarfnce,  and  for  the  great  namber  of  stones  thrown  up  in 
the  digging  of  graves.  From  these  circuautances  it  seems 
likely  that  ,the  church  was  formed  of  materials  raised  apon 
the  spot.  , 

THE  TOWN  OF  DEDDINGTOir 

h  si^ie  ndt  the  Northamptooshire  ^ge  of  the  county/  and  is 
distant  seventeen  miles  from  the  city  of  Oxford,  and  six  miles 

*  from  BsDifonry.    The  masor  of  Deddingtou  was  possessed,  in  the 
'  12th  century,  by  the  family  of  Chesny,    It  was  afterwards  given 

by  King  Jabh  to  Thomas  Basset,  Baron  of  Hcadiagton;  who  be* 
stowed  it  (under  the  name  of  Dadiogton,  alias  Dedington,)  in 
marriage  with  his  daughter,  on  William  De  Bfalet,  Baron  of 
Cury-Matet»  in  the  county  of  Somerset  But  this  William  De 
Hafet  being  taken  in  arms  against  the  kiug,  he  was  disseised  of 
his  lands,  and  the  manor  was  restored  to  the  Bassets.  It  i^ 
pe^  to  have  been  divided  into  three  parts  at  an' early  period  j 
for  we  are  told  that  Humphrey,  the  good  Duke  of  Gloucester^ 
died  possessed  of  a  third  portion.  In  1420  the  manor  was  valaed 
St  131.  ^.  8d.  It  constitutes  now  three  seTeral  properUee; 
which  belong  to  the  dean  and  canons  of  Windsor ;  the  dean  and 
i^hapter  of  Christ  Churchy  Oxford ;  and  J^illiam  Ralph  Cart- 
wright,  Esq.  Each  appoints  a  steward,  who  holds  a  court  baron. 
The  court  leet  is  held  by  them  jointly. 

The  town  is  small^  and  has  no  staple  manufacture.  The  baild« 
iogs  are  composed  of  the  ordinary  kind  of  stone  produced  in  the 
netghboarbood,  and  are  in  general  on  a  contracted  scale.  Some 
few  houses  soar  above  the'others  in  character,  and  nnite  adorn- 
ment with  convenience ;  but  these  are  truly  few  in  number.  ^The 
Oxford  Canal  is  brought  within  two  miles  of  the  town,  but  it 
does  not  appcStf  to  have  given  any  hints  of  extended  commerce«to 
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tlie  inhabitanU.  Dr.  Plot  found  ihatjantienl  game  (he  Qmntm 
tnucli  practised  here.  The  sport  is  now  entirely  disused,  and  - 
the  oldest  man  in  the  town  does  not  remember  to  have  heard  his 
failier  mention  the  custom  in  any  other  tlian  a  traditional  way.— 
A  circumstance  somewhat  aingnlar  when  we  consider  that  Dr. 
Plot  wrote  near  the  conclusion  of  the^l7ih  century.  iThe  maiket 
place  was  usually  the  theatre  of  this  hnmo^rous  exercise.* 

Near  the.  church  is  »  square  and  lofty  domestic  bailding  of 
considerable  antiquity,  with  ai^bpen  balustrade  of  stone  at  the  top. 
Tiie  rooms  are  spacious,  aod  the  staircase  is  somewhat  rudely* 
yet  laboriously,  carved,  a  One  of  the  upper  apartments,  do* 
closed,  is  said  to  have  been  used  as  a  Catholic  oratory.  Tbe 
building  belongs  to  the  lay  impropriator,  and  is  tenanted  b;  s 
former. 

There  was  pulled  down,  about  two  years  back,  an  eiteasive 
building,  of  some  interest,  which  Gough  mentions  as  ^'an  old 
inn,  chiefly  of  stone,  for  Pilgrims.''  A  neighbouring  gtnitleaiao, 
who  examined  this  antient  structure  immediately  previonf  to  iU 
demolition,  informs  us  ^at  it  then  consisted  of  n  north  and  a 
south  side,  which  bore  evident  marks  of  having  been  connected 
with  each  oth%r  at  both  ends  by  other  buildings,  so  rs  to  kgm  t 
spacious  court,  or  quadiangle.  The  entrance  was  by  a  stoue 
porch,  through  a  large  door,  which  had  a  smaller  apertoie''fi>r 
common  use.     The  small  door  had  been  decorated  with  heraldic 

devices* 

•  "  In  running  at  the  QirfoUio,"  says  Plot,  •'  they^rit  set  a  pc»»t  pcn^n- 
dicularljr  in  Die  ground,  and  then  place  a  slender  piece  of  timber  on  the  top 
of  it,  on  a  spindle,  with  a  board  nailed  to  it  on  one  end,  and  a  bag  of  i>»^ 
hanging  at  the  other.  Against  this  b^ard  they  antienlly  rode  with  tpc»*i 
now»  as  1  taw  it  at  Dcddington,  only  w^th  strung  staves,  which  violcntlj 
bringing  about  the  bag  of  aaad,  if  they  make  not  good  f  peed  awajr  it  strikn 
them  in  tbe  neck  or  sh  Mulders,  and  sometime^ knocks  them  from  tbrir  borto; 
the  great  design  of  the  sport  being  to  try  tbe  agility  botlt  of  man  and  borse* 
nnd  to  break  the  board.*'  • 

This  eiercise  was  practised  by  the  Romans,  and  Kennet  observe*  that  be 
never  met  witb>  it  at  any  place  wbiph  was  not  in  the  forner  aeighboarh«<^ 
*^i  Roman  scttlemesti. 
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(ievie^fl,  carved  on  the  wood ;  all  of  which  were  much  defaced. 
On  each  side  the  entrance  were  large  apartments,  separated  by  a 
stone  wall  of  great  thickness,  in  which  were  constructed  the 
chimneys,  and  two  flights  ^f  stone  stairs,  much  worn  awayl 
The  staircase  on  the  left  of  -the  entrance  led  to  the  upper 
apartments  on  the  right ;  and  the  other  on  the  right  of  the 
entrance  led  to  upper  rooms  on  the  left.  All  these  aps^rtments 
were  wainscotted  with  oak,  in  carved  and  fluted  pannels ;  and 
such  of  the  ceilings  as  remained  were  ornamented  with  fret 
work. 

The  cellar  of  a  dwelling  in  this  town,  now  used  as  a  public 
^oase,  is  vaulted  with  groined  arches  of  ston^  springing  at  a 
short  distance  from  the^ojind.- 

Deddington  possessed  a  castle,  which,  from  the  amplitude  of  its 
site,  wato  probably  a  strnctare  of  much  strength  and  consequence. 
No  part  of  the  building  is  now  remaining.  A  wide  fosse  went 
completely  round,  and  is  still  distinctly  marked  through  its  whole 
'  progress,  though  in  some  placea  overgrown  with  brambles,  and 
*  in  others  shaded  with  trees.  Some  persons  were  digging  for 
Imilding  materiats  at  the  eastern  end  of  the  area,  when  we  visited* 
the  spot,  and  it  appears  that  the  walls  in  this  direction  were  about 
six  feet  thick,  aad  had  an  outward  and  inner  casing  of  vtry  gbod 
slone,  the  space  between  being  filled  with  sand  and  rubble  stone. 
The  whole  of  the  area  may,  perhaps,  comprehend  six  acres. 

The  period  at  which  the  castle  was  erected  cannot  be  ascer- 
tained. Dr.  Plot  says  that  he  meets  with  nothing  concerning 
it  till  the  reign  of  Edward  II.  It  is,  however,  mentioned  by 
Dugdale  and  Kenneth  that  "  the  manor  of  Deddington  had,  in 
Ibe  tenth  of  Richard  I.  a  cast4e  fortified  in  it,  which  soon  after 
belonged  to  Wido  de  Diva,  whose  possessions  King  John  seized, 
and,  in  the  sixth  of  his  reign,  sent  a  precept  to  the  sheriff  of  Ox- 
fordshire to  restore  without  delay  all  his  lands  and  chattels^  ex- 
cept the  Castle  of  Deddington,  which  the  king  would  keep  in  bis 
own  hands.''  "  . 

la  the  early  par^  of  Edward  tl^e  Second's  imprudent  reign,  a 
''*     2  H  2  tumultaous 
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*  ir  Bo^  the  bttilding  in  which  G^Ttiton  ww  pltcod  ira%  prohtU/,  the 
•  PifgHM't  if MW  oT  ReMit."  hcton  sotic^. 


tuaaHttoas  soene  occurred  at  Deddingtoo.    Haoy  of  the  latieBt        i^ 
hM^,  iueentted  at  the  aasonptioDs  of  Piera  Ga? eston,  took  to  | 

armo,  and  seized  the  favoorite  at  Scarbopoogh.    The  King  le-  ' 
qaoited  that  he  might  allow  an  interview,  and  the  iasargent  hidi 
uppearod  to  agree  with  his  wish.    The  Earl  of  Pembioke,  ae* 
oofdingly,  proceeded   with   Gaveston    iowartb  Wallii^;CDid,  in         \ 
which  town  the  King  then  lay.    They  halted  in  their  jonmey 
at  Deddingtoo ;  but  herei  it  was  soon  ovideni  that  there  was 
no  real  intention  of  saffering  the  Captive  to  approach  the  prolee- 
tion  of  his  regal  master.     He  was  seized  m  the  nighC  hy  the 
Earl  of  Warwick,  and  hurried  to  Blacktow  Hill,  where  he  wtf 
beheaded.    The  circnmstances  of  his  seizure  ace  variously  re* 
lated.    Some  writers  say  that  the  Earl  of,  Pembroke  placed  km 
in  the  castle,  though  with  a  weak  gu^,  while  himself  went  Is  ' 
lodge  with  his  lady,  who  lay  at  a  little  distance.    Othecs  tell 
ns  that  the  Earl  repaired  U>  the  castle,  and  ooosic^ed  Gaveitaa 
for  lodging  to  a  house  in  the  town.*    At  all  events  it  appesif 
that  Pembroke  willingly  averted  his  attention  from  the  snwil ,  ' 
intended  to  destroy  the  mjua  whom  he  s|iould  have  safely  praKut*  - 
^ed  to  the  King. 

Deddingtoo  has  one  church,  a  handsome*  Gothic  budding,  witk 
a  thwer  at  the  west  end.  A  oonsiderable  portion  of  this  tawer 
fellrdown  in  1634 ;  and,  fnim  the  present  pioportiona,  it  does  nit 
appear  to  haye  been  rebuilt  to  the  original  height  At  the  sngtei 
are  weighty  graduated  buttresses^  and  on  the  western  ftont  are 
.figures  of  St  Peter  and  Sl»  Paul,  the  patron  saints,  carved  ia 
stone.    At  the  top  of  Ifae  tower  are  eight  jagged  pinnacles.  • 

The  interior  is  divided  into  a  nave,  chancel,  and  two  aishe. 
Iflflhe  ohancd  are  the» throe  sloni^  meesses,  about  fift  feet  high, 
used  by  tiw  priest  and  deacons  during,  the  pedbnumoe  of  high 
maa^  Nearer  to  the  altar  io  the  piscina.  The  pewiag  snd  far* 
nitore  possess  littb  elegance  of  character.  .  The  *  ehoieh  covtami 
aotieiit  brasses,  and  miny  stones  from  which  the  brass  ie 
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pne.  Obtbored  by  tile  fi«iii0-w«rk  of  a  pew  in  tlie  north  aMe,  is  an 
tltvioflib  pf  grey  atoue,  anmoiuited  by  a  moral  tablet,  on  whMi 
Is  a  mutilated  braes.    Inarched  in  the  soutli  atsle  is  the  atone  ^ 
digiea  of  a  ienale>  the  hands  in  a  devotional  postore.     The 
vkm  plaited.  •  The  spring  of  the  arch  beneath  which  thla  mena* 

•  nint  is  plaeed  has  stepa  formed  in  it,  which  ascend  to  a  consider-  • 
able  height 

t    In  DeddingCott  was  bom  Sir  Thomas  Pope,  seme  circnmetanoes 
of  whose  life  wehave  noticed  in  onr  aceonnt  of  Trinity  Coll^e^ 

"  OxIM.  He  founded  a  free  school  here ;  hot,  when  we  cc^Dpsre 
this  benefcelion  with  his  munificent  bounty  to  Trinity  College^ 
we  esnnel  think  that  he  entertained  any  strong  predilection  foir 
his  native  town.  The  boys  are  few  in  number,  and  they  are  in- 
sirnclad  in  a  small  room  divided  from  ih«  church,  as  ther§  is  no 
apprapriile  building  lor  their  reception.  -  *^ 
^  Sir  William  Scroggs  was  also  a  i^ativcf  of  Deddington.    Hla 

*  &ther  was  a  tradesman  of  the  town,  and  is  by  some  said  to  have 
been  a  bntdiar.    He^  however,  possessed  both  ptoperty  and  in-    ^^ 
fluence,  es  be  not  only  ^1<|Ged  his  sbn  at  Oriel  OoHege,  Oxford, 
bnt  prscnrsd  for  him  the  reversion  of  a  dhorch  living.    When  the       ^  # 
civil  war  brAe  out  the  son  qOUted  his  studies,  and  bore  arms  in 

the  myal  ctese.  ^  He  obtained  th^  comrnission  of  a  captain  of    « 
foot,  but  aftertrards  entered  of  Gray's  Iiin»  and  was  called  to  1ft». 
bar.    He  dttained  much  celebrity  in  his  proCessiofi,  and  on  the 
ResionliiR  was  made  a  seijeanl^  and,  irtiortly  after.  Lord  Ch%f 
Jastiee  of  the  King's  Bench.  iFbr  a  ^e  he  was  high  *in  fovrnit  4^    , 
with  the  e#nrt ;  bu\^  his  seal  was  snbe^uetilly  suspect^;  and^ar-        ^ 
tieles  of  aoeoaation'  weite  preferred  aga|^t  h^  in'tlfe'Hou9#^t. 
Casnanons.    The  intended  pvosecntion,  liei|ever,  was  ahandpndil         ' 
OB  Us  removal ;  and  he  retired  to  •  seat  fli  Essex,  wber#he  died, 
in  the  year  1683.        •  '  *      •  •        .       .   .  •      * ' 

Oeddingien  waa^jbrmerly  a  corporate  tolMi,  aiid  senVt^  l^ir-.  \^ , 
gesaea  to  Parliament  in  the  90tfa  of  Edward  I.  add  in  the  d2d  and 
33d  of  Edward  III.;  but  wap  afterwards  Alieved from  this  dot^,       " 
by  petition.    The  town  b  rfomidblly  governed  by>  bailift  bnt 
i  -       *  «H8'.  "^      .'    '     .     ■  ♦  ■  .  thia 
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this  officer  is  chosen  by  the  persons  holding  the  lordship  sf  the 
manor,  and  has  hitherto  not  been  accustomed  to  exercise  aof  jo- 
cisdiction  in  the  town. 

The  register  commences  in  1631,  and  contains  many  entries  sf 
marriages  by  the  civil  power,  in  the  17th  century,  after  throe 
{publications  in  the  Market  Place.     A  weekly  market,  which  is 
'  hut  thinly  attended,  i&  lieldH)n  Saturdays.     The  population  was 

returned  in  18H  at  1,296.  The  same  refliurn  rtates  the  numher 
of  houses  to  be  256. 

Puns  Tew,  a  village  two  miles  from  Deddington,  on  the  sooth- 

'-  west,  furnished  Dr.  Plot  with  one  of  those  wonderful  stories 

which  he  was  so  fond  of  collecting.    In  the  year  16d0,  Anne 

**'      Green,  servant  to  Sir  Thomas  Read,  of  this  parish,  was  convicted 

of  the  murder  olT  her  illegitimate  child,  and  was  hang  ia  the 

'  castle  yard  at  O^Lford,  for  about  half  an  honr.    In  order  to  acce- 

t  ^      .  lerate  her  dissolution  she  was  "  pulled  by  the  legs,  and  struck 

on  the  breast,  (as  she  herself  desired,)  by  divers  of  her  (riendi; 

^  and,  after  all,  had  several  strokes  given  her  on  the  stomach  with 

\       the  but-eud  of  a  soldier's  musket.''   But  when  Sir  William  Petty, 

^  then  anatomy  professor  of  the  university,  vml  other  genUeneo, 

.4  were  about  to  prepare  the  body  for  dissection,  they  perceiTed 

symptoms  of  life;  t^d,  on  using  proper  means /or  her  recovery, 

/<^in  fourteen  hours  9he  began  to  speak,  and  the  ue&t  day  talked 

'^        and    prayed   very   heartily."     She  afterwards   retired  to  her 

friends  at  Steeple  Barton,  where  she*  married,  and  had  several 

^  children.  ^ 

'  ^    •         The  neighbouring  village  of  North  Aston  is  decorated  by  the 

/  ^  handsome  «et»iden«e  of  C^  O.  Bowles,  £sq.    The  gardens  are  Isid 

^   •       <Ait  vith  much  taste,,  and  contain  among  other  interesting  artio^ 

nuineroua  specimens  of^rasse^ 

*  At  Sxf  EPL«  Amroy,  Jlvo  jnties:  distant  from  the  hamlet  last  no* 

^ '  ^   ticed;  Vr^  S«imuel  tlaijeli6^e,  principal  of  Brasenmse  Obllege,  (h* 

fprd,  and  rector  of  this  church,  founded  a  free  school  in  1640,  sad 

V        ^dowed  it  with  ten  pilinds  per  ann.     He  died  in  164d,  and  lies 

'  buried  iu  ihg  church.    At  his  death  he  beqneatlied  an  additieasl 

•  •  •  .  -  .  Un. 
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tea  poniids  to  die  master,  and  directed  grammar  to  be  taught  in 
his  school.  He,  likewise,  endowed  an  almshouse  for  poor  women, . 
io  this  parish.  The  manor  of  Aston  was  long  vested  in  the  noble 
family  of  Molins,  from  whom  it  was  formerly  termed  Aaton-Mo- 
lifis.  In  the  reign  of  Henry  VI.  a  daughter  of  William,  Lord 
Molins  carried  the  estate  by  marriage  to  the  Hnngerfords.  A 
tessellated  pavement  was  ploughed  up  in  this  parish,  in  the  17th 
century. 

Pttniuing  the  meanders  of  the  River  Charwell,  we  speedily 
arrive  at  Rousham.  This  manor  was  for  some  time  the  property 
of  the  Dormers;  several  of  which  family  are  buried  in  the  con- 
tij^ooQs  church  of  Steeple  Barton.  Tiie  mansion  is  now  the  re- 
sidence of  Lady  Cottrel. 

-  At  the  distance  of  two  miles  is  Tackle Y.  Ijtiis  manor  belong- 
ed to  the  family  of  Nowers,.  and  aftt  rwards  to  that  of  Aylworth. 
Lady  Gardiner  has  here  a  handsome  seat,  which  has  recently 
beea  much  improved. 

Wootton  Hundred  produces  a  rich  variety  of  plants.  For  a 
general  idea  of  these  we  refer  to  Dr.  Mavor's  comprehensive 
work  oouceraing  Blenheim  Castle  and^its  attached  domain. 

%      BAMPTON  HUNDRED,  :   * 

Is  separated  from  Woot'ton  by  the  River  Wiudrush,  and  is 
bounded  by  Gloucestershire,  on  the^west.  The  soil  inclines 
BBch  ta  gravel,  with  intervening  tracts  of  black  loam  and  clay. 
Many  parts  of  this  district  are  low  and^wet,  abounding  with  mea- 
dow and  pasture  ground.  The  Akeman  Street  passed  through 
this  hundred  jinto  Gloucestershire. 

The  money  raised  for  the  poor,  &c.  in  the  year»ending  Easter, 
1803,  wa8ll,74QI.  I9s.  2|d.  making  an  average  of  (>8.  Ud.  iq  t^e 
ponod. 

Bampt^n  hundred  contains  thsee market  towns,  Berfqrd,  Wit- 
vet,  and  Bampton;^  the  townshio  of  Grafton;  the  cfadpelriss  of 
Skiffbrd  and  Holwdlr  together  with  the'parishes  and  hamlets  I 
aiAlvescott;  Ast^l  mA  Astall  Leigh  ;  Aston  ^iA  Cote  ;  Black 
Uourtoni    Brighthampton  (part  a(J    Brqdwell ;    Broughton- 

2  H  4  Poggs; 
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P^gs;  Chimley;  Citasf^U;  Crawley;  Curhridge;  Dw*- 
Kngtim;  Filidns:  Hailey  ;  HardwicHfi;  Ktlwucott ;  Eaieott; 
Lew;  Brize^Norton;  Radcot ;  Standiake,  with  part  of  Bright- 
hampton;  UpicnmxA  Signet ;  Westwell;  Yelfofd. 

BURFORD 

is  a  i^aricet  to^tm  sitimte  at  the  western  estreniity  of  tbe  ooostj, 

on  the  border  of  GloucesleiBbire.    The  ho^es  ar«  aotient  in  ge- 

,  neral  character,  and  are,  with  a  very  few  exceptions,  irregakr 

and  ill-boilt.     This  place  was  formerly  much  engaged  in  the  as- 

..ta&ctory  of  coarse  woollen  cloths;  and,  in  the  early  part  of  the 

last  eentary,  .great  ^ nantitfes  of  malt  weru  made  liere,  and  con- 

^  veyed  to  London  by  the  River  Thames  fnom  Radeot  Bridge.    Bat 

'  bolii  trades  are  iiihv  fallen  into  entire  decay.    The  great  ossh 

«  ber  of  maltboases,  either  ii^  ruins  or  converted  to  other  pnrptses, 

sliew  the  extent  to  which  the  latter  braooh  was  onoe  culUvated. 

lU  woekly  market^  and  its  situation  on  the  high  road  from  Loa- 

doa  to  South  Wales,  appear  to  Ibrm'the  most  profitable*  r^mites 

of  tte  town.« 

Here  was  fbrmerly  k  small  j>riQry  dedicated  to  St  John,  and 
jVaJned  tit  131.  6s.  6d.  No" part  of  the  building  now  remains; 
n>q^  at  the  dissolution,  it  was  granted  to  Edmund  Harman,  Esq. 
and  by  this  geutlemaa  it  appears  probable  tliat  the  present  haad- 
Mmie  mansion,  termed  the  Priori^  was  constructed,  as  a  private 
f^si^eace.  This  estate  afterwarda  became  the  property  of  Sir 
lAorenee  Taofield,  Knt,  ;whose  only  daughter  married  Henry, 
Lard  Falkland.  Sir  Unrcnce  left  the  Priory,  in  ooojan^tioa  with 
the  chief  part  of  hja  other  estates,  after  the  deatbof  his  lady,  who 
deceaseil  in  1029,  to  bis  grandson,  t^  gaUant  Loid  Fklkbni 
killed  at  Newbury,  Shortly  after  the  death  of  this  nobl^as,  the 
priory  was  purchaaed  by  WilUam  Lenthal,  Esq.  the  celebrated 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Commous.    Mr.  Lenthal  long  lived  hm. 


*  In  confleqaenee  of  thii  wmot  of  trade  the  |*or  ntct  mn  cittencJ/ 
high.  In  the  year  ending  at  Easter  18U^  tbey  amouiii  to  eighteen  shilii4|» 
in  the  poand,  at  rack  renu  '^ 


.-  ♦ 
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'  iff  a  d^niScd  retiremQ»|;  and  ik^  hMSi^g  «s  ^\  i\^  prope^ 
and  residence  of  hi;  defceadvit^  •* 

Tbia  manaion  is  the  great- omftnent  hf  Bin(forcL  ^  Mtifeb  of  tbe 
old  house  has  lately  heed  taken  cfowB^  b(ft»«Oikiefreah  rooms  have 
been  added,  more  saited  lo  the  neiids  df^aiti  •improfod  cjegaiusi 
ofmanDera,    Adjo 
la  the  Priory  are  ] 

were  brought  here  from  Ihe  c611eciioD  of  KTiig  jChao-le^.-./l  H^p-  *• .  t^    '« 

too  Courts  when  those^Qtings  were  SQld^ydrderdCt h|  HdUse' ^^    S'  ^  * 
orCommons.     ,         '^  ^       '-r''']      X^/y""-''        ^ 

'  •  Among  ihese  a^e,     ^  "^ ^  ^       -  ••  V    vl.  "'^  4^'^  '   <-.     *.'''/ '^    .  .\ 

Sir  Thomas  ft  ore  an4.-*his  ftmily^  by  Holile^,    JfiA  piclire  \    **     .  .•  '^ 
coutaina  many  figures,  an^is  esteemed  pneof  ^o]ljein'a)H-tttA{>4  ^  ^  ji.  ^  *       * 
pieces.    The  size  is  twelve  (let  bj  ^^, .    ^    7*  *  V  *       ^    Jf'         t  m^ 

King  Charles  I.  by  Carnetii»  Janset;      \/  C  /  ^'  ;     ^^  ^^  '^J*  7  *  ' 

Quean  Henrietta  Marfk,*y:^audyfcc^    .#       ^  «  V     •  »  •   "V^  >  ^^^  *    * 


Ijoiitiig  is  a  abaf  cl  buil^'  by  tbe  tSpeakec  Lenthal. 

e  presdlf^ed  several  iSh^  p^nliogs ^  iome  0/  i^iiph  ^^  " 


Henry,  Prinoe  o(  Wale?,  eldest  bjDtll^  ^  jQkii^Ies  |he  ^r^  by^;   ^  "i 
LJaiiscn:'  ^>     .-  ,        /  /       . v^  «**r  nr  Is    , 

^'eening  Venus,  by  Comegi^j  ^       ^.#    . "  »  »  *.*  *        ^  .?    '   "# 
IS,  with  Mercury  teaAing^  Cupid 'iha  aiac^  Dy^the*'«ai[^^  ;i     ^ 

Falkland.-  *t     j"',*      :        ♦  *    '•  r.>         *     .    , 


C.  JaAsen: 

A  Sleefiing  Venus,  by  Coraegi^  ^       ^.#  *  .'il    •**\     *" ;     <• 

Vejjos. 
master. 

Locius,  fiord  Falkland,  wh«  feir  af  N^#^i%.^  BK^iltliese  por- 
tTiits  are  by  Vandyke.  '"  '•*■!.•      ^      *,      ^     ^ 

Hoses' striking  the  Rock,  by  Bassku.    *        .'],.'* 

'    ^      '•'.■••':• 

The  cAnrcA  of  Burford  *  ia  a  large  and  handsOme  building  of 

the  crucifoms  cliaitcter,  but  evidently  erected  ardiiferent  periods, 

Tiie  to#er  in  the  centre  is  smnounted  by  a  fine  and  lofty  spire.         « 

The  lower  part  of  the  tower,  and  the  great  western  door,  are  in 

tbe  early  Norman  style  of  architecture.  .  The  other  parts  of  the 

.  '  structure 

*  %- 

*  It  it  to  be  regretted  that  this  beilding  if  placed*  in  so  If^if  a  situation, 

that,  m  very- high  floods,  the  church  yard,  aad  many  parts  of  the  oburch,/ 

v«  Boder  water.    Thts'liappeued  twisa  id  the  year  1795,  and,  likewi»€,  irf 

JtQaary  1009. 
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/  '•■ ,    *  -"'*'/        '    •      '.     .  ^  '.  ■."  ^  * 

'    ,     \     N  s^ctore  am»ear;|b  Kai^e  lyeeni^fehiefly  built  in  the  thne  of  Idirirf 

'     .    Al.  .Jh^  iWirior  is ^^erri^ritb  th%  iyst^  effect Iroffi  the  V^at 

^  iresteni  ^fiYet  tliis  view  is  greatly^  broketi,  from  the  lowuess 

^ '      /  ot  tie  ph'cular  arclieaf  ot  tfae-tp^^  w hich  Separate  the  body  of  the 

^charch  from  thec(|aaceU     A  desirable  solemnity  is  efiecteil  by 

'J      '    ■  the  geaeral  «anect;  but  tke  aisles  a^  too  irre^lar  to  admit  ax^' 

'    /  "^  *  gl?i»leur  of  ar#iitectaral  iltaplay.  '  *         . 

'  ,  "^  *  In  a  gVpj>«e  at  tlia  stoae-worlC  whieh  Ibrmc  the  lancet-shaped 
\f  \^  arotiof  the  ^ilidow  on^e  oiftside  of'the.^soutli  transept  is  tue 
./  *  1 1^  f^nfo^ih^  mscffpi|oi^  U  large  and  IcigiUe  characters  :* 

"*''')"  r*^     ''Ehis  John  L^^iftlH,  who  heaurtfied  tW^ndow  with  painlid 

>    *      >'  »     ^^gjltss^^soriy^pA-^^tipnt^  of  wMch  are  s|iU  remaining,   lies  buried 

,.    ;  .*  *iidir1li»  V^Ti do yf, 4u  nie%€hui%ii,.  under  a  large  toigb-btone.    The 

* .      ^     ^  *  4  l^rasseS)  v|^<%^Q)(e)ied  6<|i!^  nieaioiiaU  of  \i\ix,  bav9<betB  taken 

^  .away..  *    '     >     4^  -.  f '    ''  * 

',        "*  *  %      I       In  tl^"  fceittrc.joL another  oj' the  aisles  is  a  magnificent  marMe 

4  .    in0«ttmdnt,  Iq  ^he^  memory  of  Sir  Laurence  Tanfield,  Lord  Ciiitf 

'  BtroB  of  the  £xcheqiier«^  and  Dame  Elizabeth  his  wife.    He  is 

*    ,  *  nepresetitcd  id  his  robes,  m  a  recumbent  posture,  an/1  his  lady  l-y 

^       '  t*'  side.     Over  the  effi'^ies  is  a  canopy,  supported  by  six.  beau- 

^  tiful  marblf  pillars.     Beneath  is  a  skeleton,  rtp-escntin^  death. 

9*         Sir  Laurence  Tunfield  died  ii^  10'2o,  after  having  pre&idtd  as 

Chief  Barou  for  twenty  years.     His  epitaph  informs  us  *'  that  he 

outlived  all  the  judges  of;  the  land  who  presided  in  the  several 

^law  courts  when  he  entered  an  hit  oiBce.'' 

V.  Tht 

!       •  "Phe  6r5t  word  of  this  inscripcioa  probably  ought  to  be  omtt,    Tl»e  en* 
11  likely  to  bavs  arisen  froB\  the  inadvertence  of  the  ttone  catter. 
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The  ^iea  of  beu^facttons  in  thf^xborch  tekprd  mmiehAs  char  ^  i       ^ 

rittes  which  hftve.beefl  left  at  varipua. times,  aot  dhly  tor  the  re-'  •' 

lief  of  t|^e  P00V4  but  for  many  other  ptirposea.,  ,  Itia  nnpleaaiog  to  ^  t 

finj  that  theae  |ireU-ii4eQdcd  b^qiiests  iiavc;.  laJMy  «uffefed  coniii*^  « 

dccaiily,  from  a  vigint  of  di:^  attention.*    '  *■        «  . 

Oo  the  leadefi  cover  df  the  font  is  insenbed  /'Anthonys  SeJ-       ^ 

l^)-,  prisoner,  1648.;'f;,  .'.,'.•."     ..         ^.  ''    .' 

Buiford'  has  a  free  schqoU'fqnoded  in  15T1,  aiii  endowed  wiili  ^'  .  <  '  '. 
thejent  of  some  laud,  and  of  Weml  hoian^  k^  the  toVrn,  for  the  y  %  ^'  .  '' 
maintenance  of  a  master  and  ushtr,  whiS  a|p*U>  ^Mt^udt  the  boys  t  ^>'  ^ 
of  tl^  place  ifl  i^rammar^  reading,  ^and  writing. ,  Many  persons  \  *  ,•  ,  \  ^« 
of  considerable'  eqjaence  were  formeily  educ«fted  hereV  hul  th^^  .  •  ♦^j^/]^*- 
^  school  is  now  fair  ^on)  in\ailott^hing^6onditiouy  and  1^  jt^u^bo*  •  •>  **^,U  s, 
has  beeifr  safftred  to  sink  inV)  tui^s,  through  negUcf./  »   '*     V   *  j 

Here  are  also'three?  s^msbo^q^s.  for  poor  widows,  T) lit  each  -.is  ^  »  '  V  ».  .  ^ 
very  sleoAsrly  eadbwed".  One  was  fowidfed  in  'the^ie^t  WS??  ^f  '  ^  •  dT- '^  - 
tbe  Earl  of  Warwick,  fdr  «ght  agAI  wmen,   '^        .    -*  '•  ^    \  ^'-  ^  '' '  \  f  /  ^ 


olttenrance  of  Easter.  *■  ^  ''••-*♦  >^».., 

•  h  is  moch  to  be  wished  thai  the  legislfturc  would  pot  oifly  require-    •     '   #        %a 
that  a  lufficieot  number  of  trust^s  be  tlpp^inted,  and  .yacapcies  kept  re^u-  *   •     \    ^ 

iaHy  sopplied,  to  guard  every  charity  hi  ilie  kingdom  tr<kn  .  dilapidation  ^  ^      •  ",  . 

or  ffliimanagemcut  ^  luitthatan  annual  account  dT  the  distribiition  be  pnb*  *     «  «  '    . 

licly  laid   before  a  vestry,  snmraoned  for  the  porpoie,   mnd  ferUie<U<Mi  '  '  • 

Mth,   The  accoaat  so  verified  might  be  transmitted  to  the  Court  of  Qnar*       *  •  * 
UrSesiiooi.  9 

f  Oaring  the  civil  wgr  of  the  17ih  century  deltfchmenU  of  thq»  contending  ^  *#     J 

trmies  were  frequently  at  Burford.     In  the  |mish  register  are  notices  of  Ibe       '  ' 

borial  of  seveial  soldiers,  who  were  slain. — In  the  old  churchwarden's  book 
j»  a  memorandum  that  two  offenders  wer^shot  in  the  churchyard,  ia  ^64ai        *  *> 
kiK  ueiiher  their  names  nor  crimes  are  dientioued.  >  *  i. 


On  «  '«pot  8tin>aHed  Ba«^  Edge/ia  tkw  parM;  Clfittfrf, 

King^  of  thi'Wcail-SaiCons,  tben  tributary  to  the  Mercians,  iiiceiis- 

ed  by  the  .exactions  of  their  King,  Etbelhald,  hazarded. an, et- 

gagement  with«tha|  poferful  priice.  .  Uo'waa  aaceeti^fal,  tfid  had 

the  glory  of  taking  from  fhe'  enemy  thell'  great  standard,  on  vhirh 

vaa  the  portraftnr^  pf  a  -goideif  dragon.     Dv.  Plot  sa^^a  that, 

^'  within  «ieniory/^  th^  townspeople  were  itoiatoni^  fihnnally  t» 

'  ^' make  ik  dragon/^  toVhIch  they  added,  a  giant,  and  both  wen, 

earried*  thrd^h  the  s^«pt/ witii  ndch  parade  and  jollity,  oil  Hi^' 

'  eummer  £ve.4  Tliiv  'cj(8tom  he  snpposeB  to  allude  to  .the'vicior/ 

ohUioe^  by  Cuthred  oyer  the  Mercians.    Mo  tradftion  resp^pting 

^bis  y^.ly  festivity  is.pres(^rVed-anioD|[^t(i*e«iltiveB,and  Itisoolt 

'-freifi4)ivPfot  that  we  know  ^it  once  ekisied^        '  * 

^  \      -      «  The  inh^lfltants  of^Bbrford'  fbriic^ly  claimed  (lie  privilege  of 

•^^  t  **!  ^  '.*. hunting;  et  M  ^seaaonable  time^^   in  t)ie ' pon^gnons  forest  of 

*!'  '\        "*    Whi^iiv^ ;  ||ut  fhis  Kberly  has  -been  commuted  for  /brgesi  of 

*"  r^     '  *  "  venison^*  49a  .the  ilflejpn<*)a  of4Bvery  lifhitsiuiday  the  chychwar- 

;  ^  .  ^        1en«^.ftccom|l^ed<hy  many  of  the  inhabitants,  go,  in  a  kind  of 

"  '    M.^**     .   'proces8iol),^  to  Capers  Lodge  Plain,  within^  the  borders  of  ihefo- 

^    '*^^  t  L    /if 4, V^erjp  thfe^  <dioe«e  a  JLorrf  and  a  £flrfy,  wlio  are  generally  « 

*  *  ;  V^  'K^^y^fAvL^'ifiofT^axfovi,    Th'es&|itular  per8onag4>s  formally  do- 

•  ^  ^  ^^,  ^  ihaiid  of  on^oi'HAare  of  the  Iceepej[9  of  the  forest  (who  always  at- 
%      ^' .  I  ^    ^^  ^  ^^^  PunP?^^')  "  ^  hTBce  of  (be  best  bucks,  aftd  a  fcwa, 

***  .''^    *         ^.wUbout  J^  or  reward; ^^hh  their  horns  and  hooft,''  for  the  u« 

«^    -      .^^  ^t.  'o(the  town#{Burford,  to  be' delivered  on  due  notice  prerioasly 

,^  a   »  #iv^a  for  that*  purpose.  '"About  ih^  first  week  in  August  the 

4  '    ^     ^  *  bocks  are  sent  for,  and  a  yenison  feast  is  provided  by  the  chsrcb*. 

«^ ;  ,'  wardens^  which  is  held  in  the  town  hall,  and  is  osually  attended 

*    ^        i  ^  jome  Jiondreds  of  persons.    The  expenses  of  this  gala  are  de- 

^  frayed  by  the.  company ;  and*  many  of  the  neighbouriug  gentrr 

%       ^  usually  grace  the  hall  With  their  presence. 

^      *  i       BurforcTis  a  corporate  town  by  charter  ^   and;  Recording  tt 

Brown  Willis,  sent  a  member  to^arliament  for  one  Session,  bst 

9./     Ya&  relieved  from  this  formeil^  expensive  privilege,  by  petitiorw 

•  ♦  •  The 


s 


.-> 


'  ,  V      *'  ••*    .  "     ..'  ••;   ;  ^     ;     • 

The  eofpomtioi}  coiu^isUofaualdeitQan;  steiral'd;,two  bailfjm 
wlip  are  elecWGi  Annually  ;  twelve  bargesses,  a  town  clerk,  &nd  a' 
oaod^bearer.    ^hev  are  clothed  with  np  raaKistefial  power,  nor  do 
tbcy  iiuppoct  any  political  t oii8^\;ience. .  f  **■'/*      \   -    - 

The  Dissenters  iti  this  towa  ^r^  nQm^ouSy^aiUl'  a^0  chMjT 
Ambapiiati^  Method.ialB^  and  Quakers;  eaeh  of  whiiih  mcU  baa 
%  regular  meeting  house.    Tb«  Qpakersir^  rapidly  dimiaiaiUngy ' 
KtEorford  and  the  ficinity^  bat^tf^e^jiniUier  of  Metbcidista^^p- 
^i«  to  augment  daily.  ^   ^*.  •',,,'  ^.^        ^  •    .  ' 

The  population  is  stated  by  the  returns  q^  Id^Vt^be  1,342^'^    ¥§*\  ♦'  " 
'    and  the  uttmber  of  bouses  245^  ^        .   /      /.  V  '-       *       g*    ^-^  ^**^  '  4  v  •" 

At  BuHbrcl  was  born,  in  the;^ear  l§00,  Dr,  Peterilj»ylki,  k  ^     •   \'*    *'  . 
writer  of  some,  distinction.    He  was  edacafcd  aMli^ftefxSchobl  '%*'|  ;     i,'*\  ^v 
■    of  his  native  town*  and  aHierwards  studied  at  Oxflcd;«wii€Dejbe    .  ,        **  ^s. 
took  bis  degrees  in  arts  ^nd  divinity.  ^  He  wai^  a  war}b/defe|id4r  ^.-J^  ^  -^l    < 
pf  Archbishop  lead's  arbitrary  conduct  a§  ti^  eacleaiasti^I  af-  ^  V^      ^    -  , 
ftir^^md  was  appointed  one  of  the  chaplains  in  prdUjiiiry>t»  Kng* '     "  *•  ^'  ^4  ;  V 
Cfiarlea  i;    He  was  afterwards  made  a  prebendary  of  Westioii^  '^^  \^^.     -     ^ 
,  <ter, and  obtained. seyeral  valoablQ  livings,    ^ea^tbe  ^af)ii&>  .''^'.  V^"   \ 
neat  gained  an  Ascendant  be  was  deprived  of  l^is  church  pfefer*;^  .»%:\,  ^*  i  *^« 
•Miito,  bis  estate  was  sequestrated,  and  his  faiglly  consequBiUy^  *f^  r  ^*»  '■.,  ^ 
reduced  to  argent  necessity ^  On  the  JRestoration  lie  was  rekw    v^-^^V      ^'*    m 
Hated  in  bis  Ifviogs,  and  was  made  sub-dean  of  WestminstiM:^  ^  ^  ^^h  ^  \ 

He  died  in  1662,  and  was  lui;ied  i»  St.  Peter^  Cbrch,  ^y^l^  ^  ^  %'^  <V 
laiusUr.  .  ^:     ^      .  '      .      .    .  '.'  ,    V^  4'V/.;-. 

.  Among  his  numerous  writings  the  following  have  obtained  the  * ,  ,^  '^  ^  / 
aost  permanent  notice  :  Microcosmus,  or  a  Des^iption  of  the*'  ^    \'*'\   *  •• 
Great    World.      Cosmographla'^    Ecdesia -Vvndicala,   or'tbt^.*^/* 
Church  of  EnglanVl  justified.    His  hiakmical  t^ts,-  also,  contain*  ^  .^^  .  •    "* 
mch  oaelul  matter.      *         .  *      '      '        «       v     J 

Tbifl  town,  likewise,  hinks  among  it^  natives  a  man  whose  ttf-    ^    „  •   . '    '   ^ 
lenta  night  Rave  r^ected  credit*  on  the  place  of  his  birth,  if  hii/  #  * 
wit  had  taken  principle  for  its  guide.    We  allude  to  MarchVmont     *  ^ 

Kedbaaif  or  Ne^edham,  who  was  born  here  ki  1620.    At  the  age         «  ; 
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dTifburteen  lie  Wfis  placed  as  a.choriater  it  AUBouIs*  Cotleg^, 

Oxford,  wliprc  heTcmaincdilll  16lJ.?,  v^icn  he  took  the  degree  of 

.  *«  *         B.  A.    He  lihelt  removed  to  London,  aqd  became  an  usiier  in  Mer- 

••-••.*  cha^  Taylor?'  School."     tJh8t«a<Yf  in.  pursuit,   he    aflenrards 

V  *  •  *  \    fbutrd  ciii|>loyineBt  as  an  upder  clerk  in  Gray's  Ian.     While  en- 

'  *•    '•*'      gj^ed  i»  th)^  capacity  he  commenced  wr^Jier  for  the  press.    The 

f  *,  ^  'Bopiihir$ide  seemed  tq  ()romil}e  most  emolument,  and  he,  there- 

•     '•^\  »*    '^  /   forej  pilUia^ed  a  periofjioar  sa^ye  on  (he  codrt,  under  the  title  of 

•  '*' '  *       «♦    M<ircoriusBiilannici^.,  "He' now  cme«ge8  from  dray's  Inn;  and. 
.  -K    \    \    ^4«         ifirorraing,ihQi>pnbli<>thSit  he  was  duly  prepared  by  stody,  he  com- 

"i'  <  4  '  ^v^^    '\.jneiteQd  {he,praetu;e  of  the  heafinga^.     Bat  liis  patients  were 

•  *    '•.;.*  u  »^j8!pc*^ly  i^lieyedfrom  thf  danger  of  his  interference;  for  he  was 
,  /  ^,\i     \  fr^^  iihpris^nediti'the  Oatc-Roiise,  charged  with  aspersing  the  King 

4#^^    ^  **   I       "^    ^^^  pafffofiea/   publications.      Disliking    confinement^   be 

\.  J  *.  ^^^  M.       chai^g^poli|icat  sides,  and  became  the  author  of  a  work  temed 

•'    i     K-*^  -^  '  Mercurius  Pragmaticus,^  replete' with  poignant  satire  levelled  at 

I  ^  ^/  \  •    «*  ••    '    Ae^resbytenan^.   Whenfthe  factions  party  advanced  in  power, he 

I  -^  ,      '."  ]V  ^       >idgei^  if  (^xpedieht'to  quit  London ;  and,  for  some  time,  secretdl 

■  *<-'  \^  /j*  *  Um'self  lit  Wit  neighbourhood  of  his  native  place;  ^bot  was  dia* 

^♦■Z'  Vt*»i*   ••*<overed  tfnd    committed    to   Newgate.       He  then   once  more 

^^»*.        ;  i'/xbailged  aides,  and  his  talent  for  popular  writing  was  sb  highlj 

.«  ;,  **/  .    /'r  if    appiteoi died  that  he  was  •  jreleased  Ify  the  parliamentary  leaders ; 

/  ^^  4#  ' ,  ^'^        «ai|d,  as  the  price  of  pardon,  he  wrote  Mercurius  Politicus,  a  work 

4»^'V«   "\     »6ever«ly  hotttde  fo  the  causte  of  the  royalists.     A  andden  death 

\     *       <  s^.   i  4^ut  an  end'  to    this    pfo8tituti<)ti   of  talent.      He  expired  i> 

•  ^  ^  "*.  ^^'D'Evreux  Court,  Temple  Bar^  and  was  buried  in  the  church  of 

.  \  ;^»   ;'*r    ♦/ St.  Clemen t'#  Danes. 

,       \  *^  *^ '.'    tn  the  parish  of  Brad  well,  at  the  distance  of  three  miles  from 
/Burford,  \h  Broa^icell  Grove  House,  the  ceat  of  William  Her- 
Vey^  £s<).     The  range  of  woodland  from' which  this  mansion  de- 
r  •*    /^  '     '     rives  a  r^fime,  comprises  not  tess  than  one  hundred  and  twenty 
\  ,  %  ^  acres.     In  a  deep  recess  of  this  sylvan  district  stood,  till  lately, 
%     \n  autient  mansion,  which  was  of  too  gloomy  and  retired  a  cha- 
4  •  racter  to  he  generally  pleasing.    Mr.  Ilcrvey  baa  puU«d  down 

V*  •'     '^  ^  the 
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\l>e  oU  bouse,  aAd 'has  ere^edlan  edi6ce  in-the  iodnm  £o«^''>-* 
tbic  style  of  a^^hitectirre.     He^liai^'  lik^se^^  dD({verted/ wvit&    -  .•  ^ 
mii(b  tast^-.audf 'judgment/ a^  part  at  4he^  woodland  JbIo  plea-  .^  '«  . 
inre  gteuod^   and' has  oppn^  a  fipe  pi^pect'ovdr  tlia'Beilc*  ; '  ««<*'^^ 
«birc  and  Wiltshire  llftjs.  ^  Thta  «rtatfe,  lo^lft^f  vW^^  the.  oia^    *  4 
Jlori  oi^3n«lweIl^  FUkins,  jOid*  Keftilscojt,   Was  \hev  property  of  *  "..^       • -v 
the  Haryiis  of  T^wbnd^j /^o^iiT  I80i,   toli  it  to  thej[rt-e-*»»    »    *'  ' 
t^eot  proprietor.      -  *^         ^         »  '       •  "     '    <  ^      :    *       r     \     • 

FUkins  jiaU,  the  ^atV  Edwa^'Colstofl^  ES^^  ii  i^uate  "^  *  / 
also  ID  the  parish  of  Bradwell!  This  gerftllmsii^is  a  de^oetid^nl  .  s^ 
of  one  of  the  sistere  of  Ecf^arc^  Cob^A,.  !^q.  fotmerl^f  a  /net*-  •  ^  \ 
chant  of  Bristol,  the  munificent  foj^der  of'm^uy  eharffoMtf  i|i-  ^  '#.^*' 
•titotions  at  Bristol^  and  other  placttf,  ^  (Vjom  !*  tiioiv  *  his .  sis-^  r '\  '  V 
ttr'a  family  possess  a/ considerable  laHd^d  .-•^stat^  in'  conse*"^  -  ."^  *  I 
queace  of  i»hteh»they  have.  assim\e^  his'  ftarye,  and/ dropj^d  ^^  *  '' 
that  or  ^d wards.  The  mansiorf,  though  liol  efsvdied,  ^om^'^  /  t.^  '^»*  • 
nands  a  fine  prospest  It  i^  ^likewise,  arnaiiicnted  by^  Mjf^  ^  ^  •  /^  .''  \ 
.good  paintings.  '       ^  -.•*.%    ^         ^   '/♦'#' *•" 

The  small  village  o(  BRdtocHToN  Po«ds  is  oi%  i^^e  distant       .\\- 
from' Brad  well.   ^In  this  parish   thaWe  Si^W41liepi  Hhrhab/      '  *"'/?' 
possessed  a  mansion  of  some  consequence,   whiclt'is  stil(  th^         ^*-»    ^    ** 
property  of  bis  family,  hu(  has  not   been  occupied  for  several.  « 

years.     One  of  the  Broughtons  was' held,  in  the  rfign  of  !|:d-    ^'«  ^  •' 

vard  II.  by  John  Manduit,    in   capite  from  tfaeJCing,  ^4)y  the      $    ^ 
aerjeantry  of  mewing  one  of  the  King's  jg;osl)awks,  or  carrying  '*.    ^     ^ 

that  hawk  to  the  Kiog'^  Court  /**    .     -  «»  '    . 

The  church  of  Black  Bourton  was  given  to  Osney  Abbey,    '     "     ^  *  ^ 
by  Hugh  de  Burton,  and  Radulpb  Murdac,   in   the   reign  of  '     ]  ' 

Henry  II.  -      '       .  ^ 

In  the  chancel  is  bnried  "  the  Honounfble  Sir  Arthur  Hop-      *        J 
t>D,  late   ambassador  at  the  Court  of  Spain  for  ^Charles   the    * 
First.''      Her  died   in    his  sixty-second  year,   on   the   sixth  of  *     .      < 

March,  1649 Attached   to  the   church  is   "  the  Hungerfoi^  * 

Chapel ;"  in  which  are  interred  several  of  the  Hungerford  fa-  ^ 

milyr     * 
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,.  •  *  miiy,  ppee'60  -poweriid'iA  Tthe  #i>uily;  audwko  p^ssesMd  coo-' 
:  \      ^decabld  prapeity  in.  thfs  aeigblmttiliootL 

*  *     'Xh^e  iovrh  of  '&iK«PT^if 'is  dMtftiA  fourteen  *ikile9  from  Oi* 

<;^  I,/.  ^  Tord, '<iai^  fijie  Arl^^  fi^^oi -Witney,     .The  circnmstancei'of  be* 

k  '    stowing  a  tramo^iJ&'ti  l\dBdre4  "is  'no  a^unuce  j^f  \he  fonner 

'^  conseqtieucc  of  'H  jffycB;  fhk;e'  we^-find  a<  b€^i|«  .a  *bropk»  «  * 

*     ^'  V    ^*tree  of  particuKu;  ^iftractei^  ^soof^times  ^ohfaen  |or  -VMii'ptf* 

.>'%'•  pfee.     B|niptoil»..ti^wov^r,   appears  4o   kavf  beea  a*  tofs  of 

•  .*  ..  \  *  VsoW'nrsfl^  «iid^4inineaco^ before  the.  Con^netl^  for  that  it 

\    "       ,[•'  ijbid)  atnii€  tiqjo  of  the  NoiWn  Survey,  J?^  $hiUimg$fir4 

'f       ,  muirkei;^^  and^,  for  ^isipwi^e  and  thtf  saltans  of  Wte  and^^ber 

.  «^  .      tuslosiaiy  diies'^  tbe  vaasiils,  nine  ponnds  and  Ibiiteen  dril* 

'^"^  ^      -{'  tings>'  TM  sokei^f  IwalmMneds  belmigod  to  the  manor;  sad, 

'j[     ^^    ^  ^'^^  "VWe.  It  rendefed'  ytiriy  fonrspore  pounds  and  isrty 

\  \    V4    8biUiogr>y  tall   .*  /  •  -  ^  •  •  • 

^"'f   .;        'I  Wi'itfei$lvithiuAbingconc^ng:\thiB  place  a^aa  esily  pc- 

* ;  •  i !  t'^ri^id,  et^i  4h9t  "  Lecffrlc,  cImplaiB  to  King  £dwaid  tbe  £ob- 

» *     W    •;    .  feasor^  and  tko  irst  Bishop  of  Exeter,  gave  to  his  new  chnrch  al 

Exetei^  Ei^lafd  ai  Btinpton/'  to  wMcb  church  it  hdongs  to  this 

\  '  •'•         «sy*»^  '      .^  '  ^    '^.^ 

^   .     ^      :*    Tfie'maooi^  vas  part  of  tEe  estate  of  Andomare  do  Valeaof, 

*  '       Barl  of  Peipbrok^  who  dying  without  issne,  this  manor  devotred 

•  S'  to  £UzabeHi,  daughter  of  John  Cotnyn,  of  Badenhangb.  She 
r  ^  *niarne4  Richajid  k>rd  Talbot,  who  obtained  of  King  Edwaid  III. 
^  a  charter  of  free  ^larren  in  all  his  demesne  lands  at  Banploa. 
•^   ^  ^.    On  the  Remise  of  an  elder  brother^  the  manor  afterwatds  csmt  It 

^    •  John  Talb<4»  Earl  of  Shrewsbury,  so  renowned  for  his  exploili  in 

\      -  the  feign  of  Henry  VI.     Hi%  posterity  enjoyed  it  hut  a  little  tiae, 

^  for  we  find  the  estate  in  the  families  of  Molins  and  Hnngerftrd,  ia 

tlie  reign  of  Edward  IV.     This  king  disposed  of  it  to  John  Lotd 

Wenlock*  when  Robert  Lord  Hnngerford  sided  with  the  Iaoiss" 

•  triaDs  against  him.  f 

^       •  '  Tht 

*  Trans.  Domeidfty,  p*  8^ 
t  Mag.  Brit.  p.  418. 
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Tlie  lowi  of  Banpton  now  iretrs  the  tranquil  appearance  of  a 
large  tillage.  It  has  a  nominal  weekly  market^  but  ?ery  little 
Mnen  is  transaeted ;  nor  has  the  place  any  mnnidpal  offieer 
oCs  kif  her  ^pality  than  the  churchwardens,  &c.  common  to  etery 
pvidi.     ... 

The  oboreh  is  a  large  and  handsome  bnilding,  in  the  form  of 
aoosBy' with  a  tower  springing  iVom  the  centre^  snrmonnted  by  a 
veigbty  spire. .  The  interior  has  lately  been  adorned  by  a  good 
organ,  placed  tkere  by  private  subscription.  The  tithes  are  di- 
vided between  three  portionists,  each  of  whom  is  presented  by  the 
choroh.  of  Exeter. 

Net  far  distant  from  the  cbmrch  are  some  remains  of  a  castle, 
^bich  is  said  to  haTC  been  bnilt  by  King  John.  These  remains 
are  now  occopied  as  a  iarm-honse;  and^-in  general  character^ 
^  would  appear  not  to  be  older  than  the  reign  of  Edward  the 
>ecoad  or  third*.  Some  ornaments  were  evidently  be^weJ  on 
the  iafterior  in  the  time  of  Heniy  Vll. ;  for,  in  tlie  ceifmg  of 
the  pfincipal  rooni  now  standing,  ate  represented*  the  red  and 
vUte  roKt  nnited. 

Dr.  Plot  fiimishes  as  with  nothing  memorable  concerning  this 
Wvn,  except  some  JEMcks  heard  by  the  family  of  a  Captain  Wood, 
tt  certain  prognostics  of  a  death  among  themselves' or  relatives. 
Tbe  learned  natuaiist  delivers  this  story  at  great  length,  and 
■ttms  mnch  interested  by  its  marvelloos  tenonn 

The  fiver  Isis  is  crossed,  three  miles  to  the  sooth-west  of 
Bampton,  by  Radcoi  Bridge,  This  stmctnro  consists  of  three 
arches,  and  has  marks  of  great  antiquity.  In  consequence  of 
^  cat  which  was  completed  in  1787,  for  the  improvement  of  the 
savigation.  of  the  river,  the  stream  which  flows  through  is  now 
teerled  by  traffic,  but  the  neighbourhood  possesses  many  pic* 
Mai  beaniies,  and  is  rendered  interesting  by  historical  anec- 
dste.  It  was  in  this  vicinage  that  a  conflict  took  place,  in 
the  reigii  p£  Richard  II.  between  Robert  De  Vere,  Earl  of  Ox* 
fad,  and  several  of  the  nobility  who  envied  his  high  favour  with 
the  down.    The  Earl  was  vanquished,  but  saved  his  life  by 
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riawgii^  ipU>  tfcq  sAraup,  wd  •wipi»i«f  to  fs  diwm  ifni^  (A 

J\%  3^iiw.QHM»  f<MNr  mii«9  from  BtitoptMi,  oii  the  Mnlb*etri»  mb 
s4Hn«tf>n«e4  l\y  Kiiii;  Alfr«<W  •lie  of  iW  fint  Pinlhawntii  Mdia 
Eugland.  This  curious  circumstance  is  recorded  in  a  BUL  in 
tjbie.CotteniaA  Librwry^  irliMi  htm  been  thvs  fersttaUtcd  x^^'ltee 
sate  at  Ski^^d  ma^y  thaiiea^  mipy  biafaopa,  nai  noiy  UmB^ 
If^e^,  w^e  e^fK  4iud  9^wfiil  H«ig^t# ;  Ib^re  itaa  Barl  Sl^ick,  voy 
learned  in  ibe  lav  ;  aod  Atfred,  Englan^'e  faeodM^  Biiglnl^ 
darling  i  he  va^  King  pf  K«gUnd,  lie  taoghl  tfaeaitMeiitt 
■  iiear  him  how  they  should  live."  The  village  ill  vfakhliMM 
jrreat  peraon^gea  aKseqiUed  j^w  n^naisiv  only  of  fonr  or  if e  iiBtl 
ten^emenla. 

Situated  in  an  open  and  moorisli  conntry*  at  die  disianee  rf 
two  miles  from  Shiffor4«  m  9t4K«UaK;«.  VUn  mui^r  fwlengrd  ^ 
tfus  C^eya  of  Botbeii6el<l  «»d  Joka  Unl  <iiny,  ta  the  fei«tt«f 
f:dwai4  III.  i^btajned  here  %  ohmfM  of  fioe  w«ea  ^Hia  wnr 
^as  afterward^  divided  inle^  four  portbnn.  Ott»nhif9«ip«" 
sessed  by  the  family  of  Molins,  in  the  reign  of  Itery  ¥1.  asi 
tbe  otl^r  tturee  fnvte.  wUb  tbe  adfoiwon  of  Ike  diivK  ««« 
proM^ed  i^y  Thonpus  l^  9md^itftn»  vbooe  gienl  gnoddatghfer 
Elizabeth  carried  tbeip,  by  mmri^ge,  to  Weltodc  la  Fob. 

Rennet,  in  bis  paroehiai  a^tiqniltes^  obeitrteB  IbatiiR  Mlov* 
iug  curious  custom  fMrevails  m  Staidlake:  *'  Thm  msiiiMliif  ol^ 
f  arifil)^  iu  bis  prcices^ion  vitbin  RogaltMi  woek»  neads  a  p^ 
%t  a  barrers  bea4^  i^  ibe  oeUer  of  tbe  Cbeoqaor  bm,  to  tlm  ti"^ 
wb^re  some  say  tbere  wan  Hbnnerly  a  hennita9e»'olhfln  that  that 
was  aficiently  a  Gi'oas  at  which  a  g^apel  was  fead  m  Ibimer  tiM^ 
over  which  the  cellar  being  now  bailt  Ihey  wero  fitfced  ta  emtiBW 
the  cnatom/' 

We  have  vainly  endeavomred  to  ittvcsftigaie^  m  «  »&Mt^ 
planner,  the  ground-work  o|  this  afcary.  Mo  aaoh  custom  9^ 
prevails;  nor  is  it  known  in  tlie  naigbboarhood  that  tbeivefir 
was  a  pubiic  boose  i»  Siasdlake.  bearing  ibe  sig«  of  thoChe*- 

•  See  page  5S. 
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tpets.  Dr.  Rttwlinsoti,  in  fiis  MS  colletftionflf  for  <Kit)rdiifaire,  • 
8if)t,  (l^t  wiVfaoBi  Aotkiiig  the  aliQve  tttstom,)  "  that  ^ere  is,  * 
in  the  parish  of  Stand  lake,  and  in  the  road  between  Glouoebtef 
and  Ixmdon,  an  antietit  hoirse,  called  in  dkf  wr ithigs  the  Her" 
mtage.  The  tensCnt  pays  8s.  4d.  per  annum  f:>r  it  to  Lincofa 
College,  Oxan,  and  it  was  iretl-  kno^n  by  tlie  Sign  nfthe  Ckec*  * 
quen*'  FoasiUj'  iMs  was  the  honae  irhieh  Bishop  Kennet  an|K 
posed  to  he  ^  in  the  toitn"  of  Staadfake ;  andf  the  following  con- 
jecture oiay^  perfavps;  atcotint'  for  bid  notion*  respecting  th«  al<< 
ledg^d  custom.  In  openWleM  districts,  like  Stantttafte,  there  ]st 
a  perambolatiott'  of  the  hbutidanesi  once*  in  etery  thirty  or  fdrty 
;can«  which  ia  attended  by  many  of  the  {iarrfi/hibtttra,  bothr 
yoang  and  oM,  the  resident  clergyman  forming  one  of  the mnn*: 
ber.  When  tlits  procesi&ion  arrives  at  certain  spots,  the  cliergy*' 
man  reads  sometimes  a  few  rerses  of  a  gospel,  or  the  epistle  of 
the  preceding  Snnday,  in  order  to  impdiit  forcibly  on  the  rainda* 
oftSie  younger  of  bis  auditors  t^e  line  of  demarkation  at  which 
they  paused.  When  the  perambniatora  stop  for  refreshment  the' 
ttoie  ceremony  is  again  obser^d ;  and  that,  perhaps,  firom  the 
Barrel's  Head,  in  order  to  render  flie  act  more  impressive  on 
aecooDt  of  singularity.  Such  a  perambulation  possibly  took 
fdaee  a  short'  time  before  this  usually  accurate  writer  visited 
Standlake.  The  procession  had  halted  at  the  Checquera,  on  tha 
Gloucester  road,  then  traditionally  *  termed  the  Hermitage;  and 
he  was  misled  as  to  the  period  at  which  the  ceremony  of  gospel 
reading  was  woot  to  occur. 

In  the  neighbourhood  of  Standlake  is  an  ancient  building,' 
partiy  moated,  and  retaining  traces  of  a  drawbridge.  This  has 
evidently  been  a  mansion  of  some  note,  and  is  termed  Gaunfs 
ffouu;  hut,  from  the  state  of  the  neighbouring  property  at  the 

2  12  period, 

*  All  traditionary  particulars  were  then  more  vivid  than  at  pittsciit  The 
'itieaiinatton  of  letters,  by  presenting  a  perpetual  variety  to  the  fancy » lessens 
A*  aecmltj  for  oral  information.  That  a  fondness  for  tradition  is  rapidly 
declining,  will  be  uniformly  found  by  those  ^ho  frel  it  incambent  to  make 
•ojf  thing  bordering  on  extensive  local  enquiries. 
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period,  it  leeins  unlikely  thai  it  was  the  reBideoee  of  Jolm  tf 
Gaant,  Duke  of  Lancaster.  The  building  is  now  tenanted  by  s 
farmer. 

.  The  village  of  Brizb  Norton  is  about  four  miles  from  the  town 
of  WiMiey,  on  the  south-west.  This  manor  has  been  long  in  the 
family  of  Greenwood,  (descended  from  one  of  the  daughters  of  the 
great  Sir  Thomas  More,)  who  have  a  mansion  in  the  parish,  noir 
occupied  by  a  fiirmer.  Adjoining  was,  a  chapel,  destroyed  sooie 
few  years  back,  in  which  Divine  service  was  performed  aecoidiBg 
to  the  Roman  Catholic  mode  of  worship. 

The  church  is  a  plain  but  ancient  fabric,  and  contains  se- 
veral memorials  of  the  Greenwood  ftimily,  together  with  msoy 
other  monuments.  But  the  whole  interior  of  the  building  b  in 
a  lamentable  state  of  neglect  The  part  termed  Lord  Wenmta's 
aislo  exhibits  a  scene  of  dirt  and  dilapidation  that  cannot  be  too 
severely  reprehended.  The  earthen  floor,  and  the  lower  pert 
of  the  walls, .  are  covered  with  a  green  slime ;  and  there  are  se- 
veral stone  effigies,  lying  indiscriminately  about  the  ground,  dis- 
figured with  dirt,  and  apparently  considered  as  common  lumber. 
The  roofing  of  this  aisle,  and  that  of  the  chancel ;  the  pevs, 
the  reading-desk^  and  pulpit;  all  equally  demand  repantioa. 
The  beholder  finds  difficulty  in  believing  that  this  is  really  s 
place  appropriated  to  religious  worship,  according  to  the  km  of 
the  Church  of  England  I  It  would  be  easy  to  expatiate  on  the 
evils  likely  to  accrue  from  such  an  irreverent  negleet ;  but  the 
violation  of  decency  in  the  first  instance  is  a  sufficient  subject  for 
remark. 

^  At  Coiwell,  in  this  parish,  was  formerly  the  principal  residence 
of  a  branch  of  the  Wenman  family.  The  mansion  is  now  ces- 
yerted  into  a  farm-house,  but  it  will  still  be  looked  on  with  some 
interest  when  we  remember  that  it  was  once  occupied  by  Sir 
Francis  Wenman,  the  bosom  fiiend  of  the  excellent  and  ill-fkted 
bird  Falkhuid. 

WITNEY 
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WITNEY 

18  eleven  miles  from  the  city  of  Oxford,  on  tbe  nortb-weftt.  This 
checrfiil  and  pleasing  town  is  watered  by  the  river  Windmsh,  and 
consists  chiefly  of  two  streets.  The  principal  of  these  is  abost 
one  mile  in  length.  The  domestic  buildings  are  naiformly  of  a 
respectable  character,  and  many  are  both  handsome  and  spa- 
cious. The  whole  derive  a  gratefrf  abr  of  cleanliness  and  prosperitf 
from  a  custom  which  prevails  of  colouring  tiM  fronts  with  a  light 
and  pleasbg  yellow.  As  the  High  Street  dimws  towards  the 
south,  itprognsstvely  expands,  and,  in  the  broad  area,  is  pre- 
served an  extent  of  green  sward,  through  which  is  formed  a  wide 
and  handsome  gravel  walk,  leading  te  the  ebureh.  Few  towns 
oontaining  so  nmny  inhabitants,  and  possessing  such  a  satisp 
ftctory  competence  «f  substantial  buildings,  maintain  so  quiet  and 
rural  a  character  of  aspect  The  churcK  occupies  the  complete 
termination  of  tbe  street,  and  forms  a  fine  architectural  ftnish  to 
tbe  general  view, 

Witney  has  long  been  celebrated  for  tbe  mannfiietory  of 
blankets.  Dr.  Plot  asserts,  that,  at  the  time  of  his  writing, 
tbe  weaving  business  employed  not  less  than  9000  persons, 
"  from  children  of  eight  years,  to  decrepit  old  age.'*  This  num- 
ber appears  considerable;  but  we  may  bdieve  that  it  is  net 
exaggerated  when  we  remember  that  every  branch  of  the  manii- 
iMtory  was  then  cultivated  by  manual  hbour.  In  the  seventeenth 
century  the  blankets  made  at  Witney  bore  an  ascendant  in  the 
market,  and  were  of  universal  request.  In  tbe  latter  part  of  thie 
eighteenth  century  the  trade  experienced  a  great  deAJcation. 
"  When  I  was  here,*'  says  Mr.  Arthur  Yoang,  (dating  from  1607,) 
**  thirty  4iitte  years  ago,  there  were  above  MO  weavers  in  the 
place;  but  it  sank  gradually  to  abont  half  that  nomber,  and  eveu 
flower;  and  very  great  distress  consequently  ensued;  but,  for* 
tanately  for  the  inhabitants,  the  spinning  jennies  were  tntro- 
'need,  with  other  machine,  especially  the  spring  looms,  by 
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which  one  man  does  the  vork  of  two.  As  .much  woni  (akio, 
not  fleece  wool,)  is  wrought  k^e  a«  there  was  forty  years  ago, 
which  was  then  estimated  at  7000  packs;  and  trade  is  in- 
#r49iing.  JAa^kinery  at  preaant  earns  4Q00L  a  year,  aad  the 
plac^  I  was  assured  is  fluurUbtag.  -  Bat^  in  reapeat  to  the  state 
if  the  working  handa,  the  nodal  must  ha  reveised ;  for  Uie  fonaer 
atate  of  the  manufacture  bavi«g  Bursod  up  a  great  populalioa,  the 
fiffect  of  the  iatrodactioR  of  machiaery,  ^va^  with  such  a  fopsla* 
Ii0a,  the  power  of  keepiog:  d^vm  wages  in  itueh  a  manner  a%ts 
depiive  the  poor  of  any  sftfire  in,  or  ait.le^at  leaving  them  afery 
aAall  ane  in,  that  pffoayeri^  whkh  has  pervaded  the  kiagdomi 
and  sa  greatly  caiaed  tbn  gunaral  wages  of  labonr.  la  1768, 1 
ftand  that  tea  or  twelve  shillings  a  week  were  the  earDtugs  A 
\ik»  weavers,  ^  ihey  are  now  but  twelve  shilliugs»  with  the  ^m* 
ptoymanl  of  ksa  Ihan  half  the  nunal^er  tbal^  were  here  in  the  fenser 
yeriad..  In  170^  blanket^  were  made  to  3K  a  pak  {  they  sie  sow 
^made  np  to  $1.  a  pair/' 

The  mana&ietories  iii  the  nisrth  poaMsa  mao j  laeal  'advaa- 
lagea,  which  enable  them  to  prove  powerful  rivals  lo  the  trade 
of  Witnay ;  hat,  at  pcasent^  t^e  town  is  fall  of  bosioesa.  The 
protnurted  war,  which  injures  so  many  deacriptioos  of  laaai- 
fitfture,  ftiiaishes  the  weav era  with  employsnent.  BhwikeU  ut 
necasaitfily  wanted  in  gr«at  numbers  for  the  use  of  the  variom 
armaineats  stot  on  foreign  expeditions ;  and  Witney  has  ite  faU 
ahmra  of  government  orders.  The  maatera  at  any  rate  appetf 
to  prosper^  hot  the  state  of  the  poor-rates  proves  that  the  la- 
bmripg  past  of  the  population  is  te  from  being  in  a  desirable  eeodi' 
tfon.  Perhaps  1000  peivonsj  comprising  meuj  wom«n«  and  childreo, 
nwy  now  be  employed  in  the  different  hraaehea. 

The  alaple^  or  blaakot,  hall,  is  situate  on  the  east  side  of 
the  High  Street,  and  is  a  building  calculated  ta  adera  the 
place*  About  the  oentre  of  the  some  atmet  is  the  town  halL  ^ 
handsame  modem  bailding  of.  stone,  witli  a  piassn  beneath,  is* 
landed  fov  a  market-place.  Nearly  fuUoiniag,  is  a  more  hms- 
Ue  buildings  termed  \\»  market  eseas,  whifh  waa  esecled  by 
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HflUM*  WHKk^,  ti^q.  of  Cb^^j  in  the  y^  1083,  And  was  re< 
fliil^,  hy  a  fiubatl'ii^titi^i  ditibng  the  town^  |^)^6p1^,  in  IBll. 
•  A*fce««Jhool  WAS  foondHl  liefe  by  Mr.  Henry  fto^^  in  1660. 
^  bHiMikig  iii  tei^Mtabk^,  Sind  <it)Asi6ts;  6X  a  dwelling  for  the 
mMitt,  itod  A  8^aer6tt»  s6bool  room,  with  kt  fttiud'x^d  library.  A 
iHlfHyBchool  ^1^,  likewi^,  fbtfnded  hi  the  yea^  173*2.  the 
boyt  receite  education,  clothing,  atld  fil^e  pouilds  }a»  all  apprentice 
Uto.  FhMiii  a  meeting  held  lately  at  the  Blanket  Hall,  it  seema 
VMj  fimt  th«  ayltteili  of  gi^taitooa  education  will  soon  be'  ju- 
Aikdaly  extended.  At  this  meeting  It  was  i-esolved,  "  that  a 
w6is^  ht  AOW  hrtAei,  entitM  The  iSodety  for  promoting  the 
iMroefion  of  thfe  poor  in  the  town  and  neighbourhood  of  Wit- 
Itty,  srtstoiding  to  the  geli^tft!  t>]an  of  the  National  Society.^' 
iWmg  Otiittr  tesolotions  connected  \»lth  this  salutary  purpose 
w«re  the  following :— That,  ^k^ttsidehihg  the  peculiar  ch*cnm- 
Ituiec*  6f  th6  p<)l>ulatioti  of  this  i6WU  and  neighbourhood,  the 
nloola  now  ititltuted  fl(hal)  be  ot)en  Oh  Suhdkys,  as  well  as 
diter  days,  to  poor  children  of  k\i  sectA  and  denominations. — 
Thai  ihe  children  of  churchmen  shall  fegulaHy  attend  Divine 
iernee  in  the  parish  chiircih ;  tod  those  of  Dissenters,  either 
II the  parish  charch,  or  sottie  other  legally  authorised  place  of 
fMUe  i^orship.^'  Lord  Phm^is  Spencer  presided  at  this  very 
teftMe  meeting. 

'''^tfitney  church  is  k  lai^e  and  handsome  building  of  the  cruci- 
llMl  desa-iption.  Prom  the  square  tower  in  the  cen(re  rises  a 
iflr^'  of  sttbsttetial  rather  than  airy  proportions.  At  each  angl^ 
iriFtiie  tcTwer  is  aa  octangular  minaret  3  and  four  faces  of  the 
tflltsple  are  ornamented  with  a  pointed  piece  of  masonry,  divided 
I7  ttttHions  ot  stone  into  fohr  compartments.  The  worl^man* 
Alp  of  this  pile  is  gefieratly  of  an  estiitiable  character,  and  se- 
fknd  itn^  Gothic  windows  are  to  be  seen  in  different  parts. 
.IRke  north  entrance  is  by  a  descent  of  several  steps,  through  a 
iMnd>*headed  doorway ;  oVer  which  is  a  vacant  canopied  niche^ 
and  many  ttl<!hes  of  a  similar  description  occur  in  Various  di* 
visions  of  the  northern  front    Small  grotesque  6gures  (the  dliT* 
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eased  exuberaace  of  Gothic  fancy)  are  placed  on  ceveral  of  Ae 
lower  portions  of  the  structnre.  The  east  end  was  not  coa- 
pleted  according  to  the  architect's  design*  In  general  feature  it 
is  lower  than  the  other  parts ;  and  this  circumstance  detncto 
from  the  e&xl  of  the  whole.  Yet  the  building  is  still  a  fiBetnd 
attractive  object,  though  the  site  is  too  flat  to  admit  of  snick 
commanding  grandeur  of  display. 

In  the  very  spacious  and  handsome  chancel  is  the  ancient  Pifl* 
eiua,  together  with  some  remains  of  the  stone  recesses  used  kj 
the  priest  and  deacons,  during  the  performance  of  mass.  In  the 
same  part  of  the  church  is  the  burial-place  of  the  Freind  funily  i 
and  a  well-preserved  brass,  bearing  the  efiigies  of  a  man,  standing 
with  his  hands  folded,  but  not  oplifled.  The  inscription  sbevs 
that  this  is  the  memorial  of  Richard  Ayshcome,  of  Lyford,  is  tk 
county  of  Berks,  who  died  in  1606. 

In  a  recess  at  the  end  of  the  north  transept  are  two  recombent 
effigies  in  stone,  without  inscription,  and  much  defticed  by  age. 
Not  far  distant  is  a  mural  tablet  to  the  memory  of  Uenr}  Box, 
who  founded  the  free  school. 

At  the  north  west  comer  of  the  church  is  a  spacious  leceu, 
formed  as  a  burial-place  for  the  Wenman  family.  On  the  ont* 
side  of  this  building  are  two  niches,  now  vaoant;  and  in  tlie  in* 
terior  is  a  place  for  holy  water,  over  which  is  a  shelf  or  bracket 
The  first  of  tbe  Wenman  family  buried  in  this  chapel,  whoae  in- 
scription remains,  was  Sir  Francis  Wenman,  Knt  who  lainie^ 
Anne,  the  daughter  of  Sir  Samuel  Sandys,  and  who  died  in  1640. 
This  is  the  Sir  Francis  before  noticed  at  Caswelh  He  repre- 
sented the  county  of  Oxford  at  the  time  of  his  decease.  Samuel* 
his  eldest  son,  was  killed  near  Plymouth,  in  tbe  year  14d6; 
and  Anne,  hb  daughter,  married  into  the  Fettiplaee  family. 

The  wooden  roof  of  the  chapel  is  painted  with  bad  imitations 
of  (;loud9  in  red^  white,  and  blue,  among  which  are  plentifally  in- 
*terspersed  gilded  stars.  This  burial-place  is  preserved  by  tbe 
present  representatives  of  the  family  in  an  es^emplary  state  ^fr?* 
pair. 

Tbe 
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Tlie  pewing  of  the  cbarch  is  modern,  and  Tory  handeome. 
The  rows  of  pews  in  the  iraniepts  are  doable,  and  are  made  la 
aaeead  progressively,  for  about  twelve  atq^.  This  appears  m 
practiee  worthy  of  notice.  By  snch  an  arrangement  of  the  seats, 
a  Tiew  is  obtained  of  the  pnlpit  from  the  most  remote  parts 
of  the  bailding.  A  temperate  use  of  action  mast  certainly  ba 
deemed  desirable  in  church-oratory.  A  moral  and  religioaa 
sentenoe  appeals  to  the  auditor  vitli  double  weight,  if  enforced  by 
the  look  and*  perraasive  attitude  of  the  preacher.  Bnt  these 
grand  auxiliaries  of  argument  are  lost  in  churches  pewed  ao- 
cording  to  the  ancient  manner.  It  is  much  to  be  wished  that 
detgymen  of  the  establiahed  church  would  cultivate  an  animated 
mode  of  delivery;  and  then  we  cannot  prescribe  to  their  pap 
ijahioniers  a  better  model  for  the  disposal  of  a  congr^tion  than 
that  to  be  seen  at  Witoey ,  Thp  whole  fumitore  of  this  church  is» 
indeed,  decorous  and  pleasing.  Over  a  gallery  at  the  west  ia 
placed  a  good  organ. 

Adjoining  the  church-yard  on  the  west,  is  an  excellent  stoaa 
parsonage  house,  built  by  Dr.  Freiud;  .and,  on  the  east,  is  a 
range  of  alms-houses,  erected  and  endowed  "  for  the  ma(nten« 
nance  of  six  poor  widows  of  blanket-makers,  by  John  Holloway, 
dotUer,  who  died  1724.'' 

There  are  Dissenting  meeting-houses  for  Quakers,  Presbyte* 
riaiis,  and  Methodists. 

The  population  of  this  town,  a6  specified  by  the  returns  to  Par- 
lianscnt  in  1811,  is  2,722 ;  and  the  number  of  houses  is  staled  by 
tlie  same  returns  to  be  543. 

.  Witney  was  one  of  the  eight  manors  given  in  1040,  by  Alwin, 
Bishop  of  Winebeater,  to  his  church,  in  consequence  of  the  i^ur 
aatioit  brought  against  him  of  indulging  in  habits  of  suspicioas 
IntiflMcy  with  the  mother  of  Edward  the  Confessor.  The  queen 
BoilMar  cleared  herself  by  undergoing  the  fiery  ordeal.  This^ 
pffoWMy,  was  an  experiment  of  little  danger.  The  bishop  re* 
coD^led  himself  to  the  clergy  by  the  gift  of  eight  manors;  and 
be  covid  spare  them  all.  In  the  year  1171,  Bishop  Blois  he* 
9  Rtowed 
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•toned  iHe  maiiov  «#  Witn^jr  on  hit  new  fbuftchtion  «t  St.  CtttA 
The  town  experienced  oonirldeiftUe  faeeeit  front  ilie  pttn>Mg« 
•f  Andomere  de  VekHeei  Bar!  of  Pembroke,  who  b&d  tie  let  ef 
Bhnpt^ti  Muhdred.  In  the  6^  of  Edwerd  II.  H  wik  Aedi  i 
iiftoe  boroii|rh>  end  contineed  to  eond  mmnhere  to  Perlhun^etttVl 
the  ddrd  of  Edward  Hi.  io  which  year  the  privilege  wee  d^ 
elitted. 
In  the  re^ii  of  Edveid^lL  we  (Ind  that  fi#kmii  jeeets  i»err 
'  performed  here^  between  Humphrey  Behen,  Earl  of  HerelM,  M 
the  one  side^  and  Aymer,  or  Aadomare,  de"  Valence»  EatI  of  Fcdt* 
hroke,  on  the  other. 

In  the  eeveiiteenth  eenttiry  an  aeeident  oocorred  at  Witney, 
which  was  dieaetrotts  in  itself,,  and  is  especially  menoraU^  Itvm 
the  pobUcity  it  gained  through  puritatiieat  mierepreSMtiti^* 
The  young  and  the  gay  of  tfaOi  town  assembled^  in  inveieiit 
Merriment,  to  witness  the  peHbrraance  of  a  dMinatic  )>ieee«  Ti.^ 
flooring  gave  way,  and*  several  lives  were  lost  In  the  geaeril 
downfal.  Instead  of  sympathy  the  suifeivrs  met  with  exeera* 
tion.  One  Jfohn  Rowe,.  of  the  tlniversity  of  Oxford,  and  "  1^* 
turer  In  the  towne  of  Witney,"  published  an  acoonnt  of  the  or- 
cHrrenoe,  intituled  ''  Tragi-com»dia ;  being  a  brief  relation  ef 
the  strange  and  wonderful  hand  of  *God  discovered  at  Witoey,  in 
the  Coskcdy  acted  ^Ihore,  Febmary  3,  where  there  were  sooie 
.slalue,  many  hurt,  with' severall  other  reroaii^able  passages:  Uh 
gether  with  what  was  preached  in  three  senoons  on  that  occs- 
Oion,  Ibom  Rom.  i.  18.  both  which  may  serVe  as  some  cbedt  to 
the. growing  Athcisine  of  the  present  age.  Okf.  16-52.*'  The 
age  must  indeed  be  far  gone  in  enthnsiasm,  which  cbnld  he  in- 
fluenced by  sooh  imbecile  ravittgn  as  those  of -Mr.  Il#we;  yel 
we  are  told  that  this  publioation  contributed  not  a  little  to  the 
suppression  of  plays  at  the  period.  We  learn  from  the  pamphlet 
ihnt  the  piece  performed  was  "  Mucedorus,  the  king's  tonne  of 
Valetttia,  and  Atnadiite,  the  king's  daughtor  of  Aiftgon ;  mf^ 
Mie  merry  conceits  of  Mouse,  &c."  The  netors  were  ceemtry- 
men,  and  nearly  all  ftom  Stanton  Harconrt,     They  netod  far 
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peiiuiiary  rewu^  ud  l)ad  p^rfirmed  tbeir  (Moeiy  in  «eY«Al  ad- 
jacent plaoea  *     DeDied  tk«  ose  of  the  tAWAhail^  Ui^y  'fixed  m 
tli«  Wbite  Hart^  a  pUitcipal  iia«  at  Witaey.     At  eevea  a'dock  in 
the  eveiiinf  the  dmn  beat  bimI  tiie  triuopet  aoiiQiM,  to  aaao«ii«e 
that  all  was  ready.    Men,  women,  and  ohildrea,  to  the  awidMr 
of  three  haadrec),  atteaded  the  auaunona.    The  theatro  of  the 
sight  waa  a  large  apartment^  which  had  beeii  vaed  as  a  nalUag- 
Tooa^  "  havtag  a  part  of  it  covered  with  earth  to  that  parpoae.^' 
The  play  had  proceeded  ior  aboat  an  hour  and  a  half  whea  a    i 
heaai  gave  way,  tmd  the  flooring  ahnk.    The  &U  waa  not  quick, 
and  the  whole  went  into  a  room,  '"  where  there  waa  a  ahaffie» 
board,  which  was  hnd&e  to  pieces/'    AH  for  a  fe^  dreadful  mo* 
B^ata  waa  silence.     At  length  such  cries  aad  groans  arose  as 
faaished  the  dedaimer  with  several  very  pertinent  alkisioas  ia 
)iia  ihrae  sermons  frooi  Rom.  i*  18;  and  it  was  foand  tdat'fiva 
were  **  sfaiiae  outright,"    Tiie  whole  of  the  persons  kiUed  on  the 
•  spot  we're  children;  a  woman  had  her  1^  brokeai  and  underwent ' 
ampatatioa*    Tliough  these  were  "  awful  warnings/'  tke  suffereca 
were  alill  few  in  number ;  but  Mr.  Rowe  closes  the  account  by 
iH^onniog  us  "  tliat  sixty  persons  are  said,  to  have  been  much 
biuised/' 

In  the  year  1734,  Witney  suffered  from  conflagration,  A 
fire  broke  oat  at  the  duelling  of  a  tallow  chandler  ;*  and,  in  less 
than  three  hoars,  thirty  houses  were  entirely  'destroyed. 

Four  miles  to  t)ie  north-west  of  Witney  is  Astall.  This  manor 
is  written  Esthale  in  the  Norman  Survey,  and  then  belonged  to 
Roger  de  Ivri,  who  held  it  of  tlie  king.  In  the  parish  is  an  old 
manorial  maiision,  now  used  as  a  farm-house,  which  was  formerly 
the  residence  of  Sir  Richard  Jonea,  one  of  the  judges  of  the 
Ckrart  of  Common  Pleas  in  the  reign  of  Chailes  1.  and  afterwards 

was 

*  T^e  practite  of  bhnds  of  counh-ymen  (ra? efling  (Iiroagh  naighboariAg 
diMrieis  for-tbe  perfMiotnce  of  dranwtic  pieces  ikiii  appeatra  to  ha^e  eeated 
oaly  St  the  latter  part  of  the  seventeenth  century.  This  was  a  rehc  of  the  Ca« 
llMlic  4ges»  in  wlj^ich'siiAiUr  as&ocistioos  were  furfuedfor  U^  leprcsentatisn  of 
wnift€rit$  at  lioiy  festivals.  , 
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was  the  seat  of  Lord  Vioeount  Lamley,  wlio  married  the  oifty 
Auighter  of  Sir  Richard  Jones.  Lord  Lumley  sold  the  manor, 
and  a  great  paert  of  the  annexed  estate,  to  Sir  Edmund  Fettiplace, 
in  1688*.  By  the  marriage  of  a  sister  of  the  late  Richsrd  G. 
Fettiplace,  Esq.  the  manor  passed  to  the  Gy  wnneiamily,  of  whom 
it  has  recently  heen  purchased  by  Lord  Redesdaie. 

In  the  north  aide  of  the  church  of  A  stall  stands  a  large  stone 
coffin,  said  to  contain  the  remains  of  Alice  Corbett,  *  ooncabiiie 
to  Henry  L  The  lid  was  partly  opened  a  few  years  ago,  sad 
a  piece  of  silk  ribbon  was  taken  out.  The  farther  contents  of 
the  coffin  were  not  examined. ' 

In  this  part  of  the  county  are  three  parishes  completely  iso- 
lated. Of  these  the  churches  of  Laogford  and  Shilton  are  deemed 
to  be  in  Oxfordshire,  as  far  as  regards  ecelesitistical  government; 
but«  in  all  civil  matters,  the  paribhes  are  considered  to  form  s 
part  of  Berics.  We  are  not  aware  of  any  better  reason  fur  sach  U 
capricious  distribution  of  locality  than  that  which  is  most  ob» ' 
Tious:— The  parishes  in  question  were  a  part  of  the  poasessioss 
of  some  man  of  official  influence/in  Berkshire,  previous  to  theCso- 
quest;  and  he  caused  them  to  be  cousidered  a  portion  of  the 
county  in  which  his  chief  property  lay,  in  order  to  have  them  ni- 
4i}T  liis  immediate  jurisdiction. 

Among  the  most  rare  Plants  found  in  this  district  are  Craimgvi 
0xyacantka  (bac.  alb.)  white  thorn,  or  hawthorn  with  a  white 
berry ;  in  a  hedge  near  Baropton. 

Tklaspi  afpestre.  Perfoliate  bastard  cress;  among  the  stoae 
pits  between  Witney  and  Burford. 

THE  HUNDRED.  OF  CHADLINGTON 

is  divided  from  that  of  Bampton  by  the  river  Windmsh,  and  it 
bounded  by  Gloucestershire  on  the  west,  while  it  approaches  the 
county  of  Warwick  on  the  norUi.    A  considerable  portion  of  thtt 

hufldred, 

*  The  daagbtrr  of  Sir  Robert  Corbctt,  of  Warwkkiliire.    Renr;  had  bjr 
her  » ion  named  Reginald,  created  Earl  of  Cornwall* 
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lAindred,  on  the  tovth-easty  is  engrossed  by  the  forest  of  Which- 
wood.  The  remainiftg  tracts  are  chiefly  barren  of  wood,  and  are  of 
the  character  of  soil  d^iominated  stonebrash.  The  nonhy  raised 
for4he  poor,  &c.  in  the  year  ending  Easter,  1803,  amoanled  to 
]1,d9tL  6s.  i|d.  making'an  average  of  4s.  lOd.  in  the  ponnd. 

ChadUngton  hundred  contains  one  market  town,  Cmmnm 
Norton  ;  and  the  following  paftshea,  hamlets,  and  tything^ : 

Ascot ;   Brueme   (extra  parochial) ;.   Ckadlingttm    EaU ; 
Ckadlmgtim    West :   .OuuiUtim':    CkOitm,  PudHcott,    and 
Skorih'ampimt ;     Churekill ;      Comwell ;    Ckurck^EH$i9ue 
Fjfield:  ^ulbrbok:  Idbury\  JBRddnigtm  (orei>);  Kmghmm 
Langiey  ;    Ltaj/leld ;    Lifneham  ;    Mikim ;    Mmker  laeel 
*  Norih-moart    H^Hfknoxicn,    with  Southrope  ;  Over  Nort&n 
Rmm$deu;  Gremt  Eoilwright;    Utile   Roilwright;    Smffbrd 
8an$d£H;  Skiptan  u$tder  Wkichwowi ;  Spdel^ry.  wtt^  Dean; 
Swerfitrd  ;  SwMrook ;  Toffiiitm  ;  WalcU. 

CHIPPING  NORTON 

is  eighteen  miles  from  the  city  of  Oxford^  on  the  North-west. 
The  name  of  the  town  proves  its  former  mercantile  conse- 
quence.* Several  Roman  coins  have  been  foond  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood; but,  as  no  other  indications  of  the  residence  of  the 
Romans  have  been  discovered,  we  are  at  liberty  to  snppose  that 
the  pieces  were  merely  left  in  the  soil  by  casoalties  amqng  the 
Saxons^  or  natives,  who  accepted  Roman  money  in  their  tradings 
for  many  ages  after  the  last  legion  quitted  Britain. 

Mr.  Goagh^  in  his  ailditioiis  to  Camden,  says  that  the  town  of 
Cliipping  Norton  was  formerly  called  Cold  Norton,  This  assertion 
is  assuredly  erroneoos.  The  manor  termed  Cold  Norton  joins  that 
of  Chipping  Norton  on  the  east  and  north-east    On  this  manor 

formerly 

*  Tbii  ws»  ccrtainlj,  rays  Plot,  "  m  town  of  note  in  the  Saxon  d«j*.  m 
one  nay  gsther  from  its  name;  it  being  so  called  from  ceapan,  ^laere,  to 
boy  or  cheapen  ^  so  that  it  implies  as  nuc^  as  Market  Nurton«  or  Nortos 
wbere  the  people  uiuallj  cheapened  wares.*' 
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fdi«9rfy  srt#q4  »  priory :  and  lb«  Gqi^Ii'»  OMil»ke  fiobably  ii««» ' 
tnm  hia  not  voooj^ovling.  iv^ik  ha  wNiie«  ibat  tk»^  were  UNi«iot«»* 
tw  fa»»ijgti»iP4a  this  iii|tgWi0«iiM»d;  wk^^n  tb#  n^Mor.tbpw 

*  piiiiwtffi  ii»  Wie  miitb^  Kwg  Jebu;  Wid  in  Uia  tefoid  his 
manoriiti.  poweww'n  h«i»  its^SantB  mUMm  Ckipf^mg,hi^9i¥ 
woai  w  plMed  n»  a  sqb^ttHile.     Hi»  Mr  ma  Joim  Fkwba, 

*  hi»  brolhtv,  vK  i»  tbt  98th  #f  Ihniy  II(.  «ihl^in«4»4liiklir 
of  iitra  mnetk  i«  aH  hi^  itMicMW  lands  \mf^,  Thi^  ftiMiy'  lAtr- 
iwnia  alteMed  tlie  widftai  of  Amadol  (  b«t  ilie  ten^ftpf  CUfF^ 
piagMflotimied  pagi  ofihe  ^ita^  of  the  Bail  of  (hkti,  m 
ibetiiM:.of  Honry  VI.  When  John,  Eafl  ^  Oxford,  Ike  6m  ' 
Itfttcatteian,  wwa  ooaaigned  lo>  the  aeafi»td»  Kui^.  Ed^aaid  iV, 

^  aeiiBtd  oa  bia  pxfcc^abc  pro|K«i9f^  and  gaM  Ibia  oiaiior  te  fc»a«ik 
brother,  Richard,  Duke  of  Gloaoealar. 

The  town  of  Chippingg^orton  is  built  on  the  side  of  a  consider- 
able eminence.  From  this  cin^umatmce'  of  laite  it  is  exposed  to 
the  winds  which  sweep  over  Warwickshire  from  some  of  the  bleakeit 
points  of  the  cempasa;  .hot  t!be.  eeunfer-balaneioii^  advantages 
arf  eqaally  obvious  and  pleasing.  The  bracing  air  produce! 
health  ;  the  shelving  position  enibrcea  local  oleanlineaa ;  and  the 
lieight  of  foundation  ensures  a  oomumnd  of  d^tant  and  diver- 
sified scenery.  The  houses  are  chiefly  composed  of  stone;  and, 
thougl)  in  from  regular,  are,  in  many  instances,  substantia,  and 
of  an  ornamental  cfaaraeter.  Slany^  new  buildings  occur,  and  tiie 
whole  town  wears  the  faee  of  quiet  business  and  moderate  pros- 
perity. It  may  be  observed,  that  the  character  of  the  donee* 
tic  architecture  improves  as  the  hill  is  ascended.  The  morr 
ancient  part  of  tiie  town  conches,  for  sccurity^  from  the  north, 
among  the  recesses  of  a  glen  formed  by  various  iateiaecting 
hills  ;  and  the  buildings  are  as  humble  as  the  situation.  Above 
this  is  a  narrow  and  il^siiapod  thoronghfore,  the  gloomy  meuo- 
rial  of  the  state  of  English  provincial  towns  in  the  early  part  of 
tte  sevcntei^nth  century.  The  wide  and  handsome  street  which 
7  surmounts 
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imm  iiMi4ky,  an*  tanmhm  a  pleMiag  ipMcf  of  Ibe  tnlavgrn^nl. 
<rfi4Ni»  which  k  lb«  maalt  of  aa  iacredaari  fiadlity  of  camntfoiai 
vyetnlatMo. 

Is  tke  df«p  retirofiail  of  ikt  vaUcy  i^  f Intel  the  parM» 
<lnfch^  a  i^nandde  Golhic  pile  with  aa  emlmttM  towaf  m  }h» 
^laat  Xho  faitarier  is  divided  iato  a  mmb;  '  ehBSiocl«  and  %mm 
aMks.  ThaBa(mia4liiMlhigh,aiidhaflaroaia^ofoak.vaM9 
eai^ed»  aui  paf  ated,  wHh  aoaMMaa  lataiipaMed  eUia  and  lotliar. 
eatheUiahMBBta.  Thia  pait  of  tJba  batlilMif^  ia  aauKh  mpae  l#(lf . 
than  the  aicfe  «ria%  aad  has  nngea  of  ii^hla  is  the  ipfiaf  oaw^ 
peel«eata»  to  the  whole  k  Ha  feoglh.  The  navB  aad  ehaaoal  art 
new  eofaratwi  by  a  weadea  oereea,  on  whicb  is  mttan  oa  ao» 
c^oat  of  various  benefactions ;  bat,  renuuos  of  the  antieal  rooA 
MtyWhachaaea-QaBapiadthiinlaalioa,  are  aliU  iriaiUe;  aad.on 
aaafa  aUa  is  a  podeetid,  eofnoaaied  by  acanopy.  The  eaDopiaa 
are  of  dissiarilar  workmanship,  and  th$  fignasa  nMob  they  w«r» 
islaaieAia  d^H»i«ta  and  psolact  have  hera  \tmg  aarae  leaia^. 
Belwewi  tie  diviaaona  once  eanaaienled  with  alaiacB  is  a  fusi^iaa 
wlaijew,  of  ligkl  aai  tastelu*.  Gothic  oasoary.  Ia  «lie  pillar 
winohsappevtadiheroed-Joftoa  the  north,  ia  warhed  a  flight  of 
itone  ste^,  the  snmmit  of  which  is  level  walh  the  top  el  l)ftr 
on*  A  park  ef  tlie  church«eervioe  was,  andsabtedly* 
rhy  the  Rannm€a*holic-Eeek«iaatiea  ia  the  readklaft. 
t,  probahfy,  the  deacon  read  tke  €oapeU  atteaded  by  the  sab- 
deacon  heUiog:  the  boek,  and  two  clerks  bearing  eaadles.  The 
nae  of  the  sloaa  alait^case  so  often  Ibuad  cantignoua  la  the  w* 
■suns  of  Hie  toft  in  old  churehes,  thna  adauia  e£  an  aaay  eft** 
fhaiation. 

An  altar  tomb,  in  a  recess  to  the  north  of  the  chancel,  snp- 
ports  the  effigies  of  Richard  Croft,  Esq.  who  died  October  3d, 
1202 ;  aad  Agnes  his  wife,  who  died  in  1509.*    The  nonument 

and 

*  The  Croft  fanily  were  of  SuUoo  aiider  Brailei,  tn  Oloucestersbirc^  «( 
vhifib  place  thcjf  remained  in  168J.    Leland  laya  "  Uie  Croftas  were  once 

liords 
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and  effigies  are  of  alabaster.  Tke  sides  ate  hborieoslf,  bat  m^ 
Micately^  worked,  and  the  fiuaily  anas  are  inftrodneed  bj^twecfc 
two  angels.  Tbe  biubaad  is  represented  in  armoar,  a  swoid  ea 
the  left  Bide  and  a  dagger  on  the!*  right ;  his  feet  restnig  en  a 
lion,  and  his  held  en  a  piece  of  auul.  He  is  withoot  a  helflMt, 
and  the  hair  is  full  and  hoshy.  The  wife  is  in  long  robes^  with 
tassels  pendant  ftmia  tbe«eck  and  waist  Her  head  reposes  ea 
a  enshion.  Both  the  fignres  are  rudely  scalptored  for  lie 
period.  This  mooumeilt  is  iaeleaed  by  pews,  and  has  no  in* 
.scription ;  hot  two  tablets  on  the  adjoining  wall  stale  that  it  has 
been  twiee  piootly  re{>aired  by  the  d^seendants  of  the  petioas 
whose  memory  it  was  intended  to  preserve.  Tlie  last  repent* 
lion  was  eflfecled  in  1788,  at  the  expense  of  Riehard  Craft,  sf 
Warwiek. 

There  are  many  sntieat  brasses  and  eAgies  in  Tuioos  parts  ef 
the  ehnreh,  hot  the  greater  number  are  obscdred,  or  wholly  de> 
fteed, -by  the  pewiag. 

Adjoining  the  north  aisle  is  a  reeent  building,  intended  as  a 
burial  place  for  the  lamily  of  Dawkins.  On  tbe  wall  orer  tbe 
entrance  is  a  spacious  range  of  marble  tables,  eaeh  about  three 
feet  six  inches  square.  Over  the  whole  are  the  arms  of  the  femiiy 
in  a  plain  oTal  frame. 

The  furniture  of  this  church  is  of  a  more  homely  charaeler  Ihsn 
becomes  the  parochial  place  of  worship  in  .a  town  so  flonrinb* 
tng.  At  the  west  end  is  a  miserable  gallery,  composed  of  deal 
boards,  painted  blue.  The  ceiling  of  the  nare  cTideatfy  de- 
mands reparation.  A  new  fent  has  lately  been  erected.  It  ia 
Tery  small,  and  possesses  no  pretensions  to  beauty,*    In  a  ncg* 

leeted 

I^rd<of  Chipping  Norton;  since  that  the  RoUaeys,  and  then  the  Coap- 
fon$,  who  bought  it.'*  When  the  priorj  of  Cold  Norton  escheated  to  the 
crown,  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VII.  Hngh  Ctott,  Esq.  possessed  a  ctain  to  that 
property,  which  he  made  orer  to  the  King. 

*  The  present  age  seems  to  look  with  an  illaadftble  tndillereoce  on  all 
particulars  connected  with  church  adornment.    We  have  not  met  with  i 


iMted  comer  of  the  buiMkig  Ikt  the  sntieni  font,  eoreied  wilb 
dirty  and  expoeed  to  coutoiiely.  This  U  of  mn  octangular  htm,. 
and  eaob  kmt  ia  oraaaeated  with  the  lepreaentation  of  a  Qo^ 
thie  niehe« 

To  the  north  of  the  eharch  alood  the  Caalle  of  Chipping  Nor* 
tea.  The  period  at  which  tUa  atmotme  waa  ralaed  b  not  aocn- 
ralely  known ;  hot  the  ibandataen  ia  naaally  attribated  to  the 
raiga  of  Stephen.  U  ia  eertaiu  that  aany  eaaleUaled  cdi- 
fieea  were  eonalracted  in  that  reign;  mid  tbia  waa,  perhapi^  one 
of  the  atrang  holds  which  Sitphen  eawsed  to  be  redaced  ahortty 
after  they  wem  effected,  thtoogh  a  aaapiciea  of  hia  barons^  aiaea 
we  aect  with  no  hiaterieal  eventa  oonneoted  with  the  baiUing. 
The  atractnre  ooeupied  an  eslenaye  plot  of  groond,  and  the  ele» 
Yated  aile  of  the  keep  ia  atill  apparent.  Ko  fragaient  of  the 
biNldiag  now  remaina  above  the  aaHaoe,  bot  a  part  of  the  foanda* 
tioB  haa  been  oecaaionally  tfaoed.  The  water  which  aappliad 
the  iimm  b  now  aaffiaed  to  eaoape  by  nameieua  petty  chaaaelv 
and  it  ripplei^  thraagh  a  cart-way  formed  along  the  baae»  wttk 
iaibnriki  ahaUewaeia. 

Ia  one  of  the  narraw  apetlnm  which  lead  froai  the  chareii 
thioagh  the  relica  of  the  more  aatieat  part  of  the  town,  ia  a  firaa 
aehool,  Ibaaded  by  Edward  VI.  aad  endowed  with  ahc  peanda  a 
year,  payable  oat  of  the  aalt  ofice.  Tbia  ia  one  of  the  hambhat 
of  the  aixth  Edward'a  aeholaitac  liMiidatiQni,  and  may  mttif  be. 
thoai^t  ta  pro^e  that  the  town  poeaoMed  no  great  eomeqaiaea 
at  the  period  of  hia  boaaty;  for  it  may  be  obaerved  that  hia  ia^ 
BtitBtioai  oaaally  keep  pace  with  the  popaktioa  aad 
of  the  placea  heaoared  with  hia  faroaf. 

Near  Kiag  Bdward'a  free  achool  ia  a  raaga  of  i 
eeaiprmiag  eight  teaementi  ier  aa  many  poor  widowa,  foaaded  by 
Mr.  Henry  Comiah,  a  native  of  this  town,  in  1640.  Some  addi* 
I  have  boea  made  to  tie  origiaal  endowment,  which  waa  bat 

▼ou  JUL  2  K 


than  oiM  modern  font  in  Oxfordshire,  that  u  not  calcvUied  to  imprett  pot« 
taritj  with  aa  nnfavonrabU  •pipioD  of  tbo  Uito  of  tha  am  ia  wbidi  ir  wa» 
«oQ0trB€Ud. 
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mall,  and  the  alms  people  are  bov  aopporled  m  daeencj  anJ 

OMBfoit. 

A  sehool  has  been  lately  mstUated  foe  abool  forty  girls,  w1i» 
are  partly  clothed.  The  expenses  are  defrayed  by  a  sttbsGiiptioo. 
among  the  ladies  of  the  place» 

At  Obippiiig  Norton  was  a  monastie  fevndlitioD,  mentioned  by 
Speed  witfaont  any  reference  eitlier  to  dedication,  founder,  or  be>- 
neittctors.  It  was  valaed  at  71.  14«.*  per  anm  Some  remtiBs 
of  this  building  are  still  to  be  seen  near  the  entranee  of  the  t»«» 
on  the  Woodstock  side.  These  ohiefly  consist  of  a  fragment  oi 
trail,  thr^feet  in  thioknenn;  a  pointed  doorway,  with  many  ifr* 
ceding  bands  of  moulding;  and  a  small  window.  The  whole  is 
worked  into  the  front  of  some  tenements  of  a  hmnble  orier. 

Under  the  sliop  ol  a  boose  in  the  High  Slre^  now  oeeopisd 
by  a  dealer  i»€bina^  are  the  wdl  presenred  semakis  of  a  bniM* 
ing  wbieh  appears,  lo  bave  bee»  osed  as  a  ehapek  Tbia.  nom  is 
not  large,  and  is  nearly  square,  in  the  fimnt,  on  a  iovel  with  the 
Isop,  is  a  doorway,  wbitb  has  ^adetgone  too  many  allsniions  to 
allow  of  any  reference  to  its  original  architectaral  ebaraeles.  Oa 
each  side  of  the  door  is  %  small  Gothie  window,  divided  by  a 
broad  stone  mullisu' into  tw»  lights.  The  ceiling  is. of  gnMSsd 
•torto,  and  in  the  wall  are  two  small  ncossea*  Tim  boose  to 
^Hiich  this  curious  cellar  appertains  is  on  the  more  elevated  lide 
^  the  Uigtf  Street.  The  road  waa  evidentty  raised,  when  the 
boons  on  tbotHride  were  built,  and  Ihofiooring  of  the  cettsr  is 
about  level  with  the  basement  of  the  doorway  mentionod  bsfeco 
anhaviiig  fonned  a.  part  of  the  rdigtona  house  im  thia  tswn. 
There  seems,  therefore,  a  foir  wananky  for  anppooing  that  tbia 
won  a  ehapeFk  or  onrtory,  allaohed  to  the  monastic  straotsse. 
The  distance  betweea  the  two  remaias  is  not  more  than  one  baa» 
dred  yards. 

:  Ciiipping  Norton  sent  burgesses  to  Ptoliameni  iathe*9Mi«f 
Edward  I.  and  in  the  32d  and  33d  of  Edward  III.  but  has  not 
possessed  that  priyilege  in  any  subsequent  session* 

Thia 
*  Stated  by  mistiike  in  Mag.  Brit,  at  SI.  16t.  6d^ 
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This  tova  if  not  enineiit  for  any  naaafaelire,  thMigb  a  oouvt 
kind  of  woollen  clotb^  used  for  waggon-fillip  &c.  k  buuIo  wMi 


The  oorpomtion  eoamtt  of  two  boiliflB,  twelve  boigeMwe,  a 
town  clerks  See.  These  eivil  offieero  have  entirt  joriadielioii 
within  the  town  preeinots^  and  formerly  had  power  to  iMptMii  in 
cases  of  deht  from  dOs.  to  four  poanda,  iaelosifeiy. 

The  town  enjoys  ahoat  two  hundred  acrea  of  eommon  land, 
which  were  gtfen  by  one  of  the  Pitaalans^  £ails  of  Araadol. 
The  eommon  lands  of  the  manor  were  enclosed  in  the  year  \m, 
bat  the  gill  of  the  Bar!  of  Aroadei  was  oxceptad»  and  a  ] 
of  the  benefit  is  now  allotled  to  every  hoase  ths(t  was 
fore  the  enelosare  took  place. 

WiHtam  Fitaalan  of  Clan  obtained  ftom  King  John  a. 
for  a  yearly  foir ;  and  there  are  now  sevea  foira  held  amiaaUyiM 
the  town  for  the  Bale  of  eatUe,  &c.  The  weekly  market  is  well 
htteoded,  and  two  of  the  market  day%  the  ImI  Wedaeaday  m 
March,  and  the  last  Wednesday  in  Septessber,  appasaoh,  in  as^ 
tent  of  business^  to  the  character  of  foirs.  Large  yantitias  ^ 
cheese  are  then  brought  for  sale.  Com  ia  sold  by  saa^le  in 
this  market 

The  greater  noraber  of  the  inhaUtaata  attend  the  eslab|phad 
chnrch ;  bat  there  are  meeting  hooasa  for  QuakmH  Mathadisli^ 
and  Baptists.  The  population,  aceordiag  to  the  riilBnalo  Fmw 
liament  ia  1811,  is  l,97d ;  and  the  namber  of  hoassa^M.         \ 

OtBU,  or  UFPsa  NoavoM,  is  a  hernial  pleasJagly.  silaglwi 
OB  an  elevatioa,  aad  ornamenlad  by  the  aeal  vsaidsnoa  aad  a^ 
teasiw  grsaads  of  Mr.  Dawktaa.  This  hamlet  has  sepamli 
panmhial  ralea,  bat  ewas  ChippiBg  Nerloa  as  tho  mothiv* 
charak. 

Oa  the  maaor  of  Cold  Nimttoh  was  a  priory  of  oaaoaB 
regahr  of  BL  Aagnsline,  foaaded  by  William  Fit9alaB,..who 
died  aboal  the  MMi  of  Heary  11.  aad  dedicated  to  St.  Joha 
the  Efangetist  The  foander  poasmsid  a  maaor  hoaao  al  Cold 
Nertoo,  which  he  gaire  to  the  prior  and  canons,  or  rather,  in 

.  9K3  his 


gimU,  Bvl  •f  Bftloi^,  w«»  aimrge  beoefiMtor ;  aad  tlie  iitttt* 
ent  gtiU  were  oonirmed  by  Kimg  Henry  III.  Amonf  wibeeyeel 
hMWJMtew  was  B«iph,  Bwi  «f  SteffiMl,  who,  ui  Ui«  44lii  ef 
B<kn^  III.  kKtowed  Us  ommm  of  Bowimdtighi,  (RoUvright.) 
ia  Hm  eeaaly.  la  the  ^vealb  9i  Henry  Vil.  ae  tt  «ff«n 
from  an  inqaieitiaB  talm  al  l>ewh<Mlor»  JakaWattaa,  prior  of 
ObU  Noetaa,  4i«l  vitiwol  kaving  My  eea?enft  of  canoaa^  or  eey 
ia  biB  priory,  at  tlie  ttaie  of  Ua  deeeaie.  TIm 
I  d  tha  piiory,  tlmwibre,  fiaioked*  mi  the  eatetoei- 
I  lo  tiM  kmg.  At  tye  time  tke  vet oaae  was  elated  alM. 
pea  wmmm.  lielwp  Snuili  afterwaida  boa^hi  it  of  tke  cieini» 
aad  gave  it  to  Braeennose  College,  Oxford*  N0  vartiga  of  tit 
MUitageaaaow  be  traced;  bata^Mi  anda  aallalill  boertbe 
■Meafl^torf. 

CB4P&L  HouBft  ie  tlie  name  given  to  an  imi  near  the  aeveilj- 
tMid  awlaalano  ea  tka  Btmingliam  Road.  Hera,  aacaidiiig  to 
CkMcrh,  wraa  aa  aatieBt^bapd  used  by  Pilglwe.  Ia  digging  to 
aalnrga  tini'hoaaaAevofal  atMie  oefiaa  baee  been  diaooveiadi  is 
aaeof  .wiiieiiwoMfeaii^  «noiig  the  bonea,  a  nainbea  of  beaii, 
oad  a  eracidx  of  silver.  "  Three  urns,  in  a  bbhJI  vaak  Uke  m 
-''^  kwm  alaa  bcaa  tead,  aad  fhY^aats  of  Maaoafy  sod 
L'glasai 

otllflarswHcii,  BxiNiia,  the  aaiat  cariiiBa  mho* 
rial  of  tMHifaity  to  be^eaa  iti  thi*  mmAf,  araahowk  thiaoaaloi 
itoai  eMfipiig  Norloa/  oa  4ka  aoitfi  wast. .  They  eie 
liaeaae  adiiok  oaOMaaada  eftlansipa  mas  ovar 
:  ranges  o£  hiMa^  oa#veiy  aida  aaoeptlbat 
jfcoa^Coayio%  whioh  vHlaga,.  with  ile  attf ndeoi  fha- 
lau  of  tall  and  far-s^fead  elevations,  is  hidden  from  the  «ye  by 
^tiMal  hutaiitpibiwwolfand.  Wbiti  the  obiof .  of  the  inr- 
4oandiag  8oeitei«y  eoaskted  off  latataiii^rM.  heath  Aid  wood,  tbr 
-oilaatioa  ainot  henia  heea  impnaeively  aslomik  aad  aiyoteriosi. 
4lie  hasy  hando  of  aa  mummml  popalalioA  hare  now  dended 


oxrauMiarBi. 


Mil  of  thtderalioiMif  uai  have  MAendl  the  i 
ttf  eich  wide  expftDse  of  heath ;  yet  still  the  moDumait  etaade  an 
•olitary  giaadeiir*  amid  soeaea  ao  prafdaod,  and  iaiDMaaiifahfe  to 
the  a>%  .that  they  inspire  a  Mpeeiea  of  melaadioljr  hvVmgp 
vhila  eadched  hy  the  Yerdure  of  eaIti¥iation. 

RoUrieh  Stones  forai  a  riag  whioh  is  set  eomplaleiy  ( 
The  diameter  ftom  north  to  aoath  ia  abeat  36  yaad^  and  fcam 
east  to  w«s4  about  ^  The  origiaal  aDmhtr  of.stenes  appeata  to 
have  been  60.  Bat  ef  ery  age  has  aasisted  in  the  work  of  amli- 
latien  and  rerao?aL  There  are  aov  only  i«caly**ter.  that  aaa 
flMce  than  one  foot  above  the  kvel  of  the  earth.  Theae  aee  of 
di&rent  degreea  of  elevation.  Not  any  are  aMra  than  Ave  fmt 
ftsm  the  gionnd.  exeopt  one,  predsely  at  the  north  points  vhmli 
iB  seven  Inet  fonr  inches  high»  and  of  an  nne^^nal  bnt  i 
hreadth.  The  thickness  of  the  renainder  is  uanally  not 
than  13  or  14  ioehea. 

At  the  diatanee  of  34  yarda  north  east  freni  Ike  CiMle  i 
vhat  ia  termed  the  Kmg  Aene.     This  is  ahent  nine  leal  in 
hc^ht.    OntheeartaretheinmaiaaofthejPmi^fA«f«  Tiese 
are  heUeved  by  Dr.  Stakeiy  to  have  lonned  a . 
arimlsof  the  slanes  appear  lo  have  he^n  tsken  from  a  i 
fuary,  and  to  have  bora  pfaboed  in  their  preaent  sitailtion  iu^ 
inda  and  nnomamenled  stale.    Those  in  the  ring  meae  appastatty 
pilcked  so  eleae  together*  tlmt  Mr.  Gale  sappoMs  they  veae  iw- 
lendad  to  Ana  a  eompaat  mIL    The  enttanoe  aeams  to  have 
heea  on  the  anrth  east,  ia  a  line  with  the  atone  deaeminatedllie 
kiag.    Tkere  ave  aa  marks  ef  a  solrenading  Iteaeli,  nor  any  of 
a«  «f«nae  of  approach,  as  al  Stonehen^  and  Abvry.    Dr.  Stuke- 
ly  BMnlioas  seversl  banaws  in  the  dose  vklnily ;  bnt^he  appears 
to  have  bestowed  this  appdlatioa.  on  a  long-  and  aaeven  bank, 
which  was  prabnbly  fmied'  by  the  rsbfcish  removed  fif^mtbe 
i|aairy  that  prsdneed  the  atoaes.    Ia  the  17tk  eentnry  IMph 
Sheldon,  Eof.  caaaed  the  areaof  the  circle  to  be  dug  to  a  con- 
MdnaUe  depth;  hat  ao  IndicatMas^faepaltore,  or  Mnta  con- 
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verting  Ihtf  hmMt  of  dm  eurious  mMnimeiit,  were 
vered. 

From  oor  etotemeiit  of  the  dimeDeions  of  Rolkieli  it  viR  kt 
eeen  tbet  thie  aulient  ereetton  ie  trivial,  if  compered  with  the 
etnpendoDB  relics  inWiltahire;  yet  Bede  does  not  eereple  to 
teokoa  it  the  second  wonder  of  this  kingdom.  All  moMnoili 
leeted  by  hsnde,  which  had  mouldered  into  duet  before  the  Chrt- 
ilielee  oomenottced,  aflerd  a  fertile  euhjeet  to  writere  fond  of  hypo- 
thesis ;  and  where  is  tiie  antiquary  devoid  ef  such  a  partiality  P 
RoUri^y  aeeoidingly,  has  given  vise  to  a  variety  of  ooi^eetorei. 
The  populace,  as  usual,  settle  the  question  in  a  very  sscciscl 
manner.  With  these  traditionary  historians,  the  wliole  aaseoh 
Mage  is  a  kind  of  petrified  court  The  person  now  cenvertel 
iilo  the  King  Stone  would  liave  been  King  of  England  if  he 
•eald'bnt  have  perceived  Lang  Gompton,  which  ViHage  csn  be 
clearly  seen  at  the  distance  of  six  yards  Irom  his'  Imse.  The 
eteaeii  which  eompoeed  Dr.  Stokely's  Kistvaen  were  fire  knighti, 
attandant  on'  the  majesty  of  the  larger  and  solitary  fragment 
Thereat  were  common  soldiers.  We  are  ehiefly  induoed  to  mes- 
#aoii  this  popular  fan^,  from  the  eircomslance  6f  it  appearing  Is 
Ue«db  Mi  a  remote  degree,  with  a  system  of  conjecture  fbimed  If 
Dn  Plot 

Oamden  was  the  first  writer  who  treated  RoNrieh  with 
altoalion,  and.  he  was  indihed  to  believe  it  a  raemoriri  of  i 
^islocy,  and  thought  that  it  possihiy  was  enoted  by  Rotio  the 
Oaiie.  "  At  the  time,"  says  Camden,  '^  that  Hollo  mvaged 
Snglaiid  with  his  Danes  aad  Ncrnmns,  wo  find  ihe  Danes  eifsg- 
ed  the  Saxons  hari  by,  at  Hokeaorton,  and  a^horwards  agaaaat 
SekrMUmM  in  Huiccia,  which  1  shouU  suppbte  to  ha  the  ad^sio* 
iQg  boundary  stone  of  the  four  eoiwties/'  « 

In  regard  to  this  opiaion  Bishop  Gtbeon  ahahrrea  <<that  the 
Sexon  annab  tell  us  it  was  in  B76  that  Roilo  amde  iaroada  iats 
Normandy,  and  that  was  after  he  had  been  in  Engtaad;  where- 
as  the  battie'of  Hokenortoo  was  in  017,  and  diat  of  fcsofsfmi  a 
hundred  years  after.'' 

Dr. 

f  The  Four  Shire  Stone  is  sis  miles  from  Sbippin^nortou  on  the  oorth-wctt 
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*0r.  Pl«l  it  wiling  to  Mm  tbat  the  mMmtteal  nlgrl^  beeK«|.* 
ed  by  Roilo,  Mi  aboot  the  time  of  Edwani  Um  Elder,  but  %het^, 
at  it  aaterted  by  WaltiDgham,  be  vat  tailed  to  tbe  aid  of  Kiii^' 
AtbeittjH  agaiott  tone  potent  rebeU,*  ^  whom  hairittg  nRi« 
qtialMd  aad  ced«ced  into  obedienoe  to  Ibeir  PriniOy  atd  perbapt 
too  aUdn  tbe  designed  king  of  then  (who,  petoiUy,  trigbt  be 
ptwnadod  to  tbit  rebolUon  upon  a  oonditioBal  prophecy  of  eomlng^ 
Id  that  hoaomr  wheo  be  thonid  see  Long  Conpton,)  might  eieot 
thiB  nofponent  in  nenory  of  the  fiust,  the  great  tingle  ttone  fat' 
the  intended  king,  the  ive  ttonet  by  ihensehret  for  bit  prineipii 
captaint/'  &c. 

After  bating  indnlged  in  tbit  vein  ef  entrnvngnnt  coiiyecture^ 
Fiel  ptoteedt  to  tny,  tbat,  though  tiie  ttenea  night  have  been' 
eieeled  at  a  tropbyt  or  triumphal  pile^  they  nigbt  also  terToab 
tbe  aamt  tine  for  the  eleeliou  and  innuganiiion  of  a  king,  la 
tbit  be  follewt  Dr.  Cbaileton;  who,  in  his  "  Stonebenge  rtttor- 
oi  to  the  Danet/'  bat  shewn,  on  tbe.  aatherity  of  IFominr,  that 
tbe  nerlhern  tribes  were  accustomed  to  hold  certain  onurttiof 
Bailinnenti  in  wfaiob  kingt  were  toknnly  electocU  which  nre 
tanonnded  with  great  ttonet>  for  tlie  mott  part  twelve  in  mnnbe^^ 
and  4>ne  othtf  ttone,  esceediog  the  rest  in  emtnency,  sol  in. the 
niddle»  upon  which  they  seated  the  new  elected  king,  by.  tbe 
gemni  suftage  «f  the  aa^nbly.  .  To  tUt  bypotbetit  Dr.  Flok 
readily  perceived  two  objectiont  to  trite  :^the  King  Sloan  n# 
BeUrith  it  not  in  the  ceftiw  of  the  cirde,  and  tbeanoeeedbig 
kings. of  tbe  Danitb  race  ai». known  to  have  becA  iotnguratad  at 
other  placet*  Tbete  diffienltiet  be  endeavonit  to  tumettut  by 
peeving  that  the  King  Stone  was  sometimes  placed  on  an  elevat- 
•ed  spot  withoui  the  circle ;  and  by  remarking  that  succeeding 
kingt^  less  boisterous  in  maouerH,  and  more  politic  in  design. 

.2K4  might 

*  Gibson  observes  tliat  (be  teitimonj  of  Walsitigbani  »  of  no  aTail,  aniess 
we  can  suppose  tbat  Bnllo  was  of  ao  age  to  plunder  England  in  tbe  year 
875;  to  make  incursions  into  Normandy  in  876;^and  tbe  same  Rollo 
lire  to  assist  King  Athfelstan,  wbo  canie  not  to  the  crown  till  the  jea'r 
9«5. 
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nii|^  cboM«  to  mnmd^  in  Ike  niirnwflny  «f  «oniBalioiK»  toUt 
aore  ciYilized  iioli«MB  of  the  people  erer  whoa  tiny  veto  eelM 
to  pniside. 

.  Dr.  Stokely^  os  il  may  be  espeeledi,  dkragarie  tfie  npieinoi 
of  Condea  oa4  Plot,  wmd  eeppeeee  Rellridi  to  be  draMioil. 
AWNrdiog  to  Ihia  writer  tiM  naae  eignifiee  Rkokbrwjfgp  tia 
wheel  or  ciide  of  the  Druide;  er,  ie  the  old  Irwh,  HmUg, 
the  chnreh  of  the  Druide.  We  hove  kk  iomoo  to  boUeve 
Ihot  Stnkely  ie  correet  as  to  ^neral  ooUine  of 
Th«fe  ie  ool  aoy  eoiblem  of  UiMiph  eeeoected  with 
BomeBty  to  persuade  us  that  it  was  intended  as  a 
<tf  violory ;  aor  any  barvow  to  allow  of  onr  snppeeiog  that  it 
WIS  eieoled  in  hoooar  of  the  dead*  It  seems  etidenl  th|| 
■olio  the  Dane  had  ool  any  partieolar  eoaneelioB  with  this 
district;  and  iho-  presosMd  affinity  of  name*  oppgars  the- 
strongest  aigoment  adduoed  by  those  who  would  believe  the 
eirqne  to  be  intended  as  a  place  of  eoieaation,  rather  than  as 
a  religions  temple. 

Bollrieh  Stones  impart  a  name  to  two  smell  villagee»  ^ebi«b 
^jpe  ealled  in  eoom  records  JtoltaMirJcA^ .  and  are  alyled  in 
BoBMsdey  JZottendri.  They  are  now  written  Ormi  and  Lth 
$k  Bolhfirigiit.  According  to  a  reeerd  in  the  Esehoq nar,  ceo 
of  ttese  places  was  held  by  Turstin  Ie  Dispenser^  by  siirjmn 
try  of  being  the  Rug's  steward. 

HoonNonroK,  or  HoKENonfTOv^f  waathe  heal  of  the 
hsieny  of  .I>K)iley,  wad  was  sAerwards  held  by  Sla»  er  Vk, 
i  of  Warwiek,  by  the  smjeantry  of  **  carving 


*  '*  Reieh,  or  Biie,  sigDifitf.a  kingdom,  mnd  lonictiiiiti  a  king  ;  wbeocc 
it  it  pinin  tlmt  thcM  sionet  seem  itill  to  be  called  the  Stones  of  Kiog  KeIlo» 
or  perlm|M  ratlier  of  Rollo*s  kingdonr     Plot»  841. 

t  «•  This  piece/'  says  CsumScd,  "  becsoM,  ia  the  hMtsgf,  a  pectcfbtto* 
a  bODritb  or  k^i$h  person  was  bom  there."  The  pnivctb  is  cud  bj  Gne*« 
in  bis  provincial  GLossary«  to  allude  to  Hog 'Sy  or  Hogb,  Koitoa.  in  Leieso> 
tersbife.  H^gh  Norto^s  in  ^gliUi  High  Norton  |  and  iroa  n  coirepiiMi 
of  the  word  Uogb,  or  High,  t»  Hogs,  arose  the  sajring. 


Kins,  mrf  to  Imve Ike  iDife  wHk  winch  she  carted.''*  Thm 
ipoi  !•  BMlioiiiUe  for  a  aaagniaary  battle  between  the  Danes  and 
tfuuHM,  which  IB  aaid  by  the  Saxon  nnnnli  to  have  been  iiinghl 
in  017;  by  Huntingildn  and  Brompten  in  911 ;  and  by  Florence 
of  Woroealer,  (who  temw  Heoknorton,  Viliu  Regia,)  in  914.  In 
thin  ipniiah  in  a  barrow,  which  was  probably  formed  by  theSaicons 
on  the  occasion  of  the  above  engagement. 

Al  Chastlbton  John  Jones,  Baq.  has  a  ▼enerable  seat,  with 
a  aqnare  embattled  tower  at  each  angle.  His  estate  is  finely 
sleisfced  wilh  aniient  timber,  oak,  elm,  and  ash,  each  branch  of 
which  is  scrapnlonsly  pfttserred.  On  the  ground- belonging  to 
Mr,  Jones  is  a  large  eirealar  barrow,  snpposed  by  Plot  to  havo 
him  cast  np  by  the  Danes  about  the  year  1016,  «'  at  which  time 
Edmond  Ironside  met  Cwiutns,  the  Danish  Icing,  hereabonte,  an| 
dcfontod  hhn  at  a  place  called  Seeorsitm"  But  this  opinion  is 
probably  eironeons.  The  old  Shirestone,  near  which  tlie  battle 
was  fooght,  is  believed  to  hate  been  in  Wiltshire. 

The  eontignons  parish  of  Coskwrll  is  ornamented  hy  the 
hmAome  slone  nmneien  of  Fhineis  Peiiystone,  Esq. 

Buunnw Bp  near  the  western  edge  of  the  comity,  had  a  Cl8terti# 
monastery,  fonnded  by  Nich^as  Basset  in  the  year  1147.  ThRi 
wnn  vaAoed  ai  the  Dissolvtion,  according  to  Dngdak,  at  194t. 
16s.  19d.  per  nnn. ;  and  was  granted  to  Sir  Antony  Cope.  The 
Cope  family  bnik  here  a  mansion,  which  was  some  few  yenrs 
hnck  neeidentally  bnnied  to  the  ground,  being  then  the  property 
of  the  late  Sir  Jonathan  Cope.  The  estate  is  now  pome8se4 
hf  the  Dake  of  Donet.  The  whole  of  Braerne  is  extra* 
pnrochial. 

At  Lyneham^  to  the  east  of  Bruerne,  is  a  large  circular  barr 
row,  which,  from  the  mode  of  construction,  would  appear  to  be 
Danish.  An  enclosure  of  this  hamlet  took  place  in  1788,  nnd 
tke  plongh  has  now  passed  over  the  interior  of  the  circle :  the 
hanks  are  corered  with  green-sward. 

^  Between 

*  Btount'f  Teuurei. 


BetiTMh  Chadlinglon  aaid  Surwden  there  is,  saye  WavtoQi  in 
lib  acoouni  of  KiddingtoOy  "  en  unmenlioned  camp,  either  %oxn 
er  Danish.  The  Yalliinii  is  steep,  and  composed  of  hctps  ^ 
nibble  stone,  cemented  and  coated  with  tnrf/'  We  coold  n«t 
gain  any  local  inteliigenee  concerning  this  curious  vestige. 

Swim  BROOK  is  a  small  parish  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Borfor^» 
and  adjoining  the  forest  of  Whichwood.  Here  was  a  mansion 
now  in  ruins,  in  which  the  family  of  the  Fettiplaces  resided  ior 
at  least  ibnr  centuries.  Charles  Fettiplace,  Esq.  of  South  Uvi 
Lodge,  in  the  forest  of  Whichwood,  the  last  of  that  fiunily  is  the 
male  fine,  died  in  1805,  and  was  succeeded  in  his  large  esUtei 
by  his  sister's  son,  who  took  the  name  of  Fettipkoe.  This  gto- 
lleman  died  in  1806,  and  willed  his  extensiTe  property  in  equal 
portions  to  his  five  sisters.  The  Swinhrook  part  has  been  istelj 
aoM,  and  is  now  possessed  by  Lord  Redesdale^*  lu  the  chuxcbt 
which  is  a  small  but  neat  building,  are  many  antient  roonniacflti 
of  the  Fettiplaces ;  and  nnmeroos  charities,  for  the  benefit  of  tbc 
viHagem  and  neighbourhood,  act  as  grateful  memorials  of  this 
aftnent  family.  Among  these  is  a  free  school,  founded  in  171^ 
ibr  the  instruction  of  the  boys  of  this  parish  and  those  of  Will- 
ibrd.  There  is,  likewise,  an  eetate  of  about  161.  per  aan.  givtf 
to  apfirentice  poor  children ;  and  another  of  about  lOL  per  sos^ 
for  the  benefit  of  lying*in  women.  Thirteen  pounds  a  year  sie 
hestswed  in  bread ;  and  seven  green  coats  are  aonoally  distri* 
bated  to  as  many  poor  men,  together  with  a  considerable  qass- 
tity  of  linen.    It  is  pleasing  to  observe  that  all  these  chsritiei 

iit 

*  Here  is  a  perk  of  about  100  acres,  adjoining  to  which  is  a  heecb  gio^ 
wliicit  covers  seven  acres  of  ground.  The  grove  occupies  a  high  sUaatioo, 
and  U  a  well  known  object  from  the  MarltMioogh  Downs  m  Wiltshinf,  u^ 
iron  Stoken  Church  Hill  in  the  upper  part  of  this  coaniy.  It  was  planfed 
bjr  Sir  £dmttnd  Fettiplace,  Bart,  about  the  year  2690|  and  not  a  single  iftc 
was  cut  down  till  within  the  last  six  ^ean,  when  several  of  8U  feet  in  leugili 
were  felled.  The  trees  were  originally  planted  ranch  too  close  to  eack 
other ;  owing  to  which  circunutaoge  the  general  growth  is  slender  and  weak, 
thaogh  very  lofty. 
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ire  carefully  distributed.  In  the  year  1743,  Sir  George  Fetti« 
place/  by  a  donation  to  Christ's  Hospital,  obtained  the  privilege 
of  seodiilg  thither  two  poor  boys,  for  ever,  from  this  parish. 
Each  boy,  on  leaving  the  school,  has  fifteen  pounds  presented  to 
htm  as  an  apprentice  fee. 

The  parish  of  Minster  LoVel  lies  near  the  great  road  be- 
tween Barford  and  Witney,  and  is  distant  three  miles  from  the 
latter  place.  This  parish  was  termed  only  Minster  till  the 
reign  of  Henry  IV.  when  it  began  to  assume  its  additional  ap- 
pellation from  the  noble  family  of  Lovel,  in  whom  the  property 
was  vested  till  the  early  part  of  the  reig^i  of  Henry  VII.  That 
monarch  seized  the  estate  of  Francis,  Lord  Lovcl,  and  bestowed 
this  manor  on  Jasper,  Duke  of  Bedford.  Some  fragments  of  the 
antient  castellated  mansion  are  still  remaining.  These  chiefij 
consist  of  the  walls  of  the  great  hall,  and  part  of  two  of  the  towera. 
Concerning  this  dilapidated  baronial  edifice,  and  the  fate  of 
the  last  of  the  Levels  who  occupied  it,  a  strange  story  pre- 
vails, which  we  have  endeavoured  carefully  to  investigate. 

Francis,  Lord  Viscount  Lovel,  was  I^rd  Chamberlain  to  King 
Richard  III.  Obdurate  in  his  aversion  from  the  House  of  Lan- 
caster, he  joined  with  tlie  impostor  Lambert  Simnel,  and  was  <me 
of  the  chief  confederates  at  the  battle  of  Stoke,  near  Newark. 
This  desperate  battle  was  fought  on  the  16th  of  June,  1487 ;  and 
the  Earl  of  Lincoln,  Sir  Thomas  Broughtou,  and  most  of  the 
leaders  on  the  rebellious  side,  are  known  to  have  perished  on  the 
field.  The  fate  of  Lord  Lovel  is  not  so  clearly  ascertained. 
Some  writers  affirm  that  he  was  slain ;  others  say  that  he  en- 
deavoured to  escape  from  the  fight,  and  was  seen  in  the  act  of 
Ir^^i^  to  swim  his  borse  over  the  River  Trent.  There  these 
liteteriaiis  leave  him ;  but  some  modern  authors  have  been  an- 
xkms  to  continue  the  narrative.  Gough,  in  his  additions  to 
CaaHlen,  article  Nottinghamshire,  page  401,  has  the  following 
passage :  **  There  was  a  strong  rumour  that  he,  for  the  present, 
preserved  his  life  by  retiring  to  some  seerei  place,  where  he  was 
starved  to  death  by  the  treachery  ar  neglect  of  those  in  whom 

he 
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he  confided.  This  report  seems  to  he  confirmed  in  a  t«ij  fsr* 
ticnlar  manner ;  for  the  bouse  of  Minster  Lo?el^  in  0%hMtm, 
i»bicb  belonged  to  this  Lord,  being,  not  wnamy  yeorj  ago,  ptdled 
down,  in  a  vault  was  found  the  body  of  a  man,  in  very  rick 
cloatbing,  seated  in  a  chair,  with  a  table  and  a  mass  book  be* 
fore  him.  The;  body  was  entire  when  the  workmen  entered,  but 
upon  admission  of  the  air  soon  fell  to  dust." 

This  confirmatory  anecdote  is  entirely  void  €»f  fonadalioii.  A 
Dr.  Wheeler  lived  in  the  castle  of  the  Lovels  for  many  yeus,  and 
died  there  about  1744.  A  parishioner  of  Minster  Level,  bow  is 
his  79th  year,  was  present  at  the  funeral  of  Dr.  Wheeler,  and  has 
never  lived  out  of  the  parish.  No  part  of  the  building  was  sb> 
solntely  fallen  to  decay,  or  was  taken  down,  till  abont  the  yeir 
1747.  If  a  body  bad  been  found  sitting  in  a  chair  so  lale  as  that 
period,  this  man,  and  several  other  persons  now  living  in  the 
vicinity,  must  have  been  acquainted  with  the  circumstance.  But 
no  such  discovery  has  been  made  in  their  remembrance.  The 
popular  rumour  still  prevails  with  much  force  in  the  neigbbonr* 
hood;  but  the  most  aged  tale-bearer  professes  to  have  gamed 
his  intelligence  from  antient  people,  when  he  was  a  boy.  Ac- 
cording to  the  tradition  of  the  place,  it  was  a  female  domcitic 
that  was  privy  to  Lord  Level's  retreat.  She  died  suddenly,  sad 
Lord  Lovel  was  found,  some  yeais  afterwards,  starved,  together 
with  a  dog,  the  faithful  associate  of  hii  captivity.  It  will  be 
seen  that  the  whole  wears  the  aspect  of  "  a  gossip's  story  over  a 
Christmas  fire.'' 

It  is  curious  that  a  monnmenl  is  shewn  in  Minnler  Love! 
Church,  as  that  of  Francis  Loi4  Level.  This  tomb,  or  eaao- 
taph,  has  no  inscription  or  date.  On  it  are  the  effigies  in  msiUe 
of  a  man  in  armour,  the  feet  resting  on  the  figure  of  a  dog.  Thoe 
is,  likewise,  a  coat  of  arms;  but  so  obliterated  as  nottoaiu^ 
any  hint  of  inlonnation.  The  registers  of  this  parish  are  ex* 
tremely  defective,  and  record  the  births  and  burials  of  but  very  fev 
persons  before  the  year  I70U. 

In  this  parish  was  a  Pfiory,  belonging  to  the  Aliea  lie- 

nastery 


OXFOBMHiaE.  M9 

nattery  of  Ivery,  in  Nortnaody,  and  dissolved  in  the  second  of 

iMttnlet  of  Lanolet^  on  the  border  of  Wlnchwood 
^)t  is  traditionally  said  that  there  was  a  royal  fmlace, 
|:.King  John,  and  occasionally  visited  by  the  court  till  thcf 
rof  the  reign  of  Charles  I.    There  are  not  any  traces 
;  now  to  be  discovered ;  but  tbH*e  assuredly  was  an  edifice 
Dce  on  the  spot;  *  and  it  may  be  observed,  thai 
sh  register  of  Shipton  there  is  an  entry,  made  in  the 
ea  L  of ''  a  French  boy  bnried  from  Langley,  the  court 
re.  • 
sh  of  Shipton  includes  tiie  hamlets  of  Milton,  Lyne* 
Luiglcy,  and  Ramsden.     Shipton  and  Milton  are 
and  they  eontain  upwards  of  1000  acres  of  Down 
i  seem  to  invite  the  hand  of  rural  industry.     Sir  John 
\  Bart  has  a  seat  in  this  parish,  which  has  been  the  resi- 
hia  fiunily  for  near  a  century.    Formerly  it  was  the 
I  of  the  tAcy  ftumly,  who  afterwards  resided  at  PadXicof, 
(dace,  at  the  decease  of  Rowland  Lacy,  Esq.  the 
!  keir,  in  1746,  becauae  the  property  of  the  Pettipkcea. 
INGTON,  which  gives  a   name  to  this  hundred,  is  a 
village,  three  miles  south  by  east  of  Chippingnorton, 
^eiie  handsome  reaidence  at  the  east,  and  another  at  the  west 
-JThis  village  was  written  Ckedelintone,  and  CadelmUmt, 
f,  and  the  manor  is  there  reported  to  be  held  by 
4e  Oilgl      Runald,  the  Bowyer,  (Arcariua,)  held  two 
iahalfof  huid;  and  Siward,  the  huntsman,  held  of  the 
bides  and  a  half:    these  Siward  himself  held  freely  in 
\  Edward's  time.    The  manor  waa  afterwards  long  in  the  fa^ 
'  Handlo,  of  Boratal. 

BftCH  EnaroKE  is  situated  near  the  high  road  between 

Woodstock 

r  At  mstler  »  cbiefljr  traditional,  we  must  accept  inch  authorirj  at 

on  Mippliet ;— «  very  old  man  of  Langley  remcnibcrr  some  hijch 

iwsllf,  sad  two  large  gate  pillars,  remaiaiDg  about  scTentjr  years 


610  OXFOUDSUIRC. 

Woodstock  and  Gliippingnorton.  Many  of  the  tenements  in  fhv 
village  are  sufficiently  capacious  for  genteel  comfort,  thoogli  too 
SHM&ll  lor  ostentation.  The  more  humble  cottage  are  in?ariftbiy 
hmlt  of  stone,  and  gain  a  considerable  degree  of  pictorial  eflect 
from  inequality  of  site. 

The  church  is  a  spacious  building,  chiefly  of  the  Gothic  of  n- 
rious  ages,  but  the  principal  entrance  is  by  a  Saxon  doorcase. 
Over  this  venerable  entrance  is  inscribed,  "  This  is  none  other 
but  the  House  of  God,  and  Gate  of  Heaven."  The  inscnptioa 
is  modern,  but  it  reminds  os  of  those  distant  periods  in  vbieh  the 
Parch  was  dedicated  to  religious  ceremonies.  Here  Christeii- 
ings  *  and  weddings  were  anciently  performed ;  and  in  the  pofch 
women  were  churched  after  the  confinement  of  diildbed.  On  this 
latter  occasion  the  woman  received  the  ecclesiastical  benedicti«a 
kneeling,  and  was  then  led  to  the  interior,  the  ceremony  bdqg 
concluded  before  the  altar. 

At  Road  Ensione,  a  part  of  this  parish,  so  denominated  ffoni 
its  oouliguity  to  the  highway,  are  some  Heater  Works,  which 
Dr.  Plot  deemed  worthy  of  a  laborious  description.  These  were 
constructed  by  a  person  of  the  name  of  Bushel!,  who  had  beta 
servant  to  Lord  fiaeon.  When  Charles  I.  and  his  queen  visited 
this  neighbourhood,  in  1636,  Bushell  submitted  his  pertosaiice 
io  the  queen,  and  much  pageantry,  and  many  speeches  andsongs» 
took  place.  The  works  remain  at  this  day  nearly  in  the  same 
state  as  when  described  by  Plot  in  the  17th  century.  They  tre 
of  a  trivial  character;  and  chiefly  create  surprise  from  thecir* 
camstance  of  their  remaining  uninjured,  while  so  many  6mo  stive- 
tures,  such  numerous  excellent  productions  of  art,  have  sunk  into 
the  dust,  and  are  almost  forgotten. 

This  district  produces  Msveral  rare  pimnU.  Among  otben 
which   occur  in  Whichwood  Forest,  are,  AicAemilla  mLigarU. 

Ladies' 

^  The  actual  ceremonj  of  inmersion  wis,  of  coune,  perfDraed  io  tbt 
church  ;  aud  it  niaj>  be  observed  that  Uie  font  was  usually  placed  aear  iha 
weit  end,  where  the  chiet  door  of  eDlfatioe  was  coostrocted,  with  ita  ptslcci* 
lag  porcb.  f 


OXYORD8BIRE.  dll 

U£ie»'  -  Haallei  A^Uegia  vulgaru.  Common  eolonbiiieB ; 
pleittifolly.  Astragalus  glyeyphUlos.  Wild  liqaoriee,  w  li<* 
qtMhce  Tctch.  Avena  elaiior.  Tall  oftt  ^prass.  ^mim  pubes- 
cent. Rough  oat  grass.  Carduus  acauiis.  Dwarf  carlioe 
thiftle.  Cmwallaria  maiaiis.  May  lily  ;  in  the  coppices.  Oi- 
siimda  LMiorM.  M^Kiawort.  Spiraa  FUipendula.  Dropwoi't 
Thkspi  aroenses  penny  cross  i  is  frequent  ii  the  neighbourhood 
•f  Chippiiiguorton. 

BLOXHAM  HUNDRED 

lies  north  of  Chadlington,  and  is  separated  irum  Northamplonthire 
•B  the  east  by  the  river  Charweil.  A  great  want  of  wood  prevails ; 
kit  this  district^  like  most  other  parts  of  the  eounty^  is  watered 
hy  aonerona  streams  and  riTolets;  which  bestow  fertility  on  con- 
■idcrsbie  tracts  of  pasture^  appropriated  principally  to  the  dairy. 
The  land  ander  arable  enltiTatioii  is  chiefly  strong  and  deep. 

The  money  raised  for  the  assistance  of  the  poor^  &e.  in  the 
jesr  ending  Easter  1803,  was  69911.  Ids.  9id.  making  au  average 
«f  4ft.  did.  in  the  pound. 

Bloxham  hundred  does  not  contain  aoy  market  town,  and  con- 
sists of  the  township  of  East  Adderhwry  ;  the  cbapelries  of  Bar* 
ford  Si.  John;  Bodicoi :  Hwmtom:  Moliingtmt:  and  the 
psrishes  and  hamlets  of  fVest  Adderhury  ;  Alkerton ;  Biasfkam 
soriA  ;  with  Blo&ham  south;  Broughion;  Druyton;  Hanweli; 
thrley  ;  Milcimbe ;  Milton ;  North  Newingim  ;  Sihfard^Fer^ 
Hs;  Sib/ord'Gawer;  Tadmarton;  WiggimgUni;  and  Wroxton, 
with  Balacott. 

Bloxham,  honoured  by  giving  a  name  lo  this  hnndred,  is  a 
vilbge  of  considerable  extent,  situate  on  the  high  road  between 
Cbippingnorton  and  Banbury^  and  at  the  distance  of  about  three 
miles  from  the  latter  town.  The  church  is  a  very  handsome 
buildings  and  the  west  door  is  ornamented  with  some  curious 
carving  ia  atone,  on  the  subject  of  the  Day  of  Judgment  The 
interior  in  venerable  and  commanding ;  but  an  unhappy  taste  iii9 
neatness  haa  lately  induced  the  cburchw«rdena  to  bestow  on  the 
whole  a  coat  of  white-wash. 

In 
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Id  this  Yillage  is  hM,  oa  the  Taea^y  bdbre  Midiaidiiiulkyi 
m  staiftte  fair  for  the  hiring  af  servaiila. 

Near  Taamarton  is  the  large  cirenlar  aite  of  a< 
lion;  and  at  no  great  diatance,  on  the  aortii^weat,  are 
amaller  worfca.  approaching  to  a  sqaare.  These  are  helieved  to 
have  heen  formed  in  the  tenth  centary,  about  the  tine  of  the 
battle  of  Hooknorton ;  the  former  by  the  Danes,  the  latter  by 
the  Saxons.  Many  Roman  coins  have  heen  found  on  the  sits 
of  the  Danish  intrenchment,  which  would  seem  to  prove  that  the 
spot,  though  adopted  by  the  Danes,  had  formerly  been  occupied  by 
the  Romana. 

Mr.  Wise,  in  a  MS.  letter  to  Mr.  Gale,  the  aubatamaa  «f  wbieb 
is  published  by  Gough,  thinks  that  a  Boaao  toma  extaded 
round  the  foot  of  a  hill,  in  Swacliff  pariah,  oa  whiek  ia  a  doable 
intrenchnicnt,  called  Madnaaon  Caatle;  and  observes  that  the 
blackness  of  the  soil  for  three  feet  deep  shews  that  thia  tmia  wu 
destroyed  by  fire.  The  argument  arising  fiMU  blackness  of  soil 
seems  of  a  disputable  nature;  and  if  a  Roman  t«wn  4id  indted 
stand  here,  we  want  relics  to  prove  tliat  it  was  of  any  esteat  or 
consideration. 

Two  miles  on  the  south-west  of  Banbury  is  Bkovcmitom  Cas« 
TLe.  The  manor  of  Brooghton  formerly  belonged  to  the  fiuuly 
of  De  Broughtou,  who  probably  took  their  surname  from  the 
phice,  and  who  obtained  a  charter  of  free  warren  here,  about 
the  29th  of  Edward  I.  It  was  afterwards  vented  iu  the  fuaily 
of  Wykhum.  Margaret,  tlie  daughter  and  heir  of  8ir^  William 
Wykham,  carried  the  property  in  marriage  to  Sir  Wiliiaaa  Fionaw» 
lK>rd  Say  and  Sele.  The  Lord  Yiacoont  Say  and  Sele  ia  the 
present  proprietor  of  the  castle  and  attached  domain  ;  but  baa 
not  latterly  resided  here.  The  seat  ia,  now,  ia  part,  oeenpied  by 
a  gentleman,  his  tenant 

Broughton  Castle  is  surrounded  by  a  broad  and  deep  moat, 
nver  which  ia  a  stone  bridge  of  two  arches.  An  aneienl  tower 
forms  the  entrance  to  the  court  The  outer  gate  is  still  perfect, 
and  there  appeac,  from  the  remaining  staples,  to  liave  been 
two  other  gates ;  but  there  are  no  traeea  of  the  port-enHia;  The 
7  eastern 


I  flMa offlteiOMlte  .in  Ihie^move  Ancient,  part  Tbm  ^as^ 
|ipMUy*.<M>actad  ;b}  .tbfi(BitM9iVbV>ns»  in  the  feign  of  «&e  o^;th0 
6Mr^£49w48«  A  small  iomm  ao  Mia  soatiiTeast  angk  )iaaJo9p-t 
liohii  %  the  diao)iafge.  oft ATVowa^  .^T|^a  north  fropt  vaa  piia- 
cipally  i^aiU .  bj.  M«a!  .famiyiy.*  of  -  FitniiMu  |n  i^  y  e^r  t^-  The 
haUia,afJa;rga4i«V^i^i«Pf>'a'>d  the  fine  oM  ,djningrjooin  U  ^n*) 
ter^  b^noith  a  oaiiopy/smimq|int«d  ky  tha  bmiiy  m-nw.  . 

The^faa^ea  are  oiirioiuAy  avofaa^i  and  th^  present  dining 
room  has  likewise  a  roof  of  arched  stone.  .  Beyond,  is  a  ftone 
sUirfifuie  leading  to  a  dceasing  foom,  once  the  cbnpol^  and  some 
spsrUaeptSi  probably  belonging!to,tbe  qhaplaln.  la  4k<^. window 
of  tfce  oMp^  are  some  very  antient  arms. 

On  the  .aeeend  .flo^r,  ia  a  large  drawing  room,  the  ceiling  of 
which  I  ia,  enriched  wij^h.^trm^rial  bearings.  Adjacent  is  a  long 
gallery,  whose  windows  are  replete  with  ancient  arms,  prior 
cipany  those  of  the  Pi^^nea^  and  their  inUirmarriages.  Into 
this  gallery  open  the .  dianihars>  ane^of  whieh  has  some  old 
painted  gfass,  and  is  called  t^ie  king's  room.  While  viewing 
these  impressive  ^'emains  of  baronial  magnificence,  we  cannot 
avoid  regretting  that 'the  rooms  were  some  few  years  back  de- 
prived of  tlieir  furniture,  th^  memorials  of  many  a  scene  of 
dignified  festivity  I  and  are  now  daily  dilapidatiug  from  dis- 
use.        * 

On  felling  a  large  beech  tree  in  this  domain,  about  ten  years 
iMiek^  a  gold  rin^  was  fbnnd  fleposited  beneath  it.  On  the  ring 
was  engraved  a  knight,  with  his  legs  crossed,  and  a  shield  wit^ 
(be  ari^a  of  St.  John  of  Jerusalem.  Upon  a  scroll  was  this  le* 
gend,  in  Korman  French;  Joie  san$  ni  cesie :  literally,  Joy  with* 
oat  eeaae.  Thin  curious  ring  was  once  possessed  by  the  Rev.  E. 
G.  Walford.  and  now  l^longs  to  Lady  iSay  and  Sele. 

In  the  spacious  churck  are  buried  several  of  the  Twisleton  At- 
mily,  who  ao^ceeded  to  the  female  barony  of  Say  and. Sele,  by 
an  ii^Lermarriage  with  the  fiunil^  of  Fiennes.  In  the  chancel 
are  the  fragments  of  a  superb  monument,  supporting  the  recum- 
bent figpirea  of  a  knight ,  and  his  lady.    This  tpmb  was  deprived 
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of  Ks  inseripftcn.  tmi  dtiaaiiieHta  1^  «e  (UiMtimiiki  «r'liKttmi» 
t^vnth .century;  ^ut  itWM  p^baMj^ itftiteM  W  jMmiMm 
one  «>f  tlie'firt>dg%toii8,  or  Wjfifitiiiii  Agiatet  Ih^VMh^tTtw- 
verftl  limckets,  Vlmgijed  t<^  sapporl^ttefiiq^,  or  Hifc  iKhgoi^of 
saints ;aiid  dver  tbe  wM^  it^s^'^vl^i^M^tfiMtMr^wdBoiicet 
GotMe eanopy.  hi  iht  sbiitb' waft'of  I6e  ehrtN^ ili^ihrrectth 
bent  figures  of  t#o  knlglit^,  bilt i^ttdai  aiy 'teeriplkflfrr  Ikm 
•^  aWmatiy  stone  ihonu«rent»^f  the  Lords^^Sky  oitf'Sll^  fhor 
totfte  titlb  deseeodingr  to  the  Tl»^iletOki  IMify. 

The  manor  of  Alkerton  (somelimes  writteit  Ofcerfoir,  aal'Ar* 
merly  sp^lt  Atlkrynton,/  was*  ilie-pkopefty*«^'  Obristiaii  l<yAit» 
father  of  Timothy  Lydiat,  the  iinfortonatii  schoAat  wImw  We^  V^n 
already  bri<4y  noticed  in  ouraeeoimt'  of  Neir  OoMege,'  audio 
whose  (kte  Dr.  Johnson  thus  aHbdek  m  Us  VtoUy'bf  IAmU 
^Wishes:'    "     '  -i  v.     -  • 

.      JEfAtf  L5^if«ttffslri/>,iMttiOdme«rs^nd4     >    ,.   ' 

Timothy  Lydiat  was  horo  at  Alkerton,  and  applieo,  at  as 
early  period,  to  mathematics  and  astronomy,  ^^is  profieieocjf  was 
great;  and  some  of  the  first  scholars  oT  his  era  did  uot  serf  pie  to 
rank  him  with  Lord  Verulam*.  He  was  patronized'  by  Prince 
Beury,  son  of  James  I. ;  and,  after  the'death  of  this  prince,  be 
went  to  Ireland,  under  the  protection  of  Archbishop  Vsher.  On 
his  return  to  England  he  married  that  primate's  sister,  and  set- 
ded  at  Alkerton,  where  he  accepted '  the  rectory,  of  wfiic&  bi» 
father  was  patron.  Having  unfortunately  bbcome  s^cority  to  a 
large  amount  for  a  relation,  he  was  thrown  firs^  into  tib^'  Bocardo 
at  Oxford,  and  afterwaids  into  the  King's  Bencfi.  He  was  re- 
leased from  imprisonment  by  tie  generosity  of  sone  firiends»  of 
whom  Archbishop  Usher  was  tGe  principal :  but  be  was  dbooMd 
to  a  succession  of  trials. .  The  ^Parliament .  party  iteji^ied  hi» 
deeply  at  the  commencement  of  the  civil  war ;  and  fie  gained  the 
close  of  Lis  life  at  AtkerVon,  in  poverty  and  obscurity^'  *  Ae  was 
buried  in  the  church  of  his  native  vilfage;  and  ah  Inacription, 
which  merely  informed  the  reader  that  he  waa't^e  '^,£iithfal  pas- 
7  ^  '"  tor 
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M  (if  thkt  dtiultli/^  was  painted  An  the  wall ;  but  eten  this  sorw 
fif  MemoHal  is  now  conc^led  by  the  meniiless  operatiohs  of  the 
whit^washers  brush.  lu  the  church-yafd  are  maiiy  gra?e-stdnes 
to  l^e  £ydiat  iamily. 

At  t^oXTON,  near  Banbtiry>  was  a  priory  of  cations  regulaf' 
of  1^' Angustih,  founded  in  the  reign  of  Henry  tit.  and  valued 
tl'T^t  13m.  4d.  The  buildings'  of  the  ancient  priory  were  de-' 
itroyed^iy  fire;  button  the  site,  is  efected  an  extensive  man^ 
8loii,''tt'e  jftresent  residence  of*  the  Earl  of  Quitfordi 

Hie  ^Hiuie  iiAae  Into  the  ^family  of  North  by  the  matriage  of 
Pru(cUi^'l<ml-k'eeper  Guilford,  with  Lady  Frances  Pope,  sister 
oftlie'iodrth'and  la^t  £arl  of  Downe.  The  only  remains  of  the 
original  priory  are  an  arch«  which  was  probably  a  door  of  en^ 
tnace,  aiid  a  small  portion  of  the  passages  coipmuuicatiog  with 
offices  lb  Oie  lower  division  of  the  buildtnc:.  The  greater  part  of 
the  striicuire  was  erected  by  Sir  tVilliam  Pope,^  afterwio-ds  £arl 
of  Downe,  in  the  year  1618.  The  building  is  of  aii  ornamental 
and  iBteresudg  character,  thougli  it  was  not  completed  accoMiug 
to  tbe  original  design,  as  an  intended  wing  on  the  south  side  was 
never' eommenced.  The  lord-keeper  made  some  additions;  and 
(he  present  earl  has  erected  an  elegant  library,  after  a  plm  by 
Mr.  Smirke.  The  chapel  is  a  fiue  room,  beautified  by  the  first 
EarioTGailford. 

TUa  mansion  is  enriched  by  many  ancient  portrait^  of  the 
dailies  pt  Pope  and  North.  Among  the  former  is  a;i  original  of 
Sir  Thomas  Pope,  founder  of  Trinity  College,  Oxford,  and  ancle 
to  tlie  firal  Earl  of  Downe.  Of  the  latter  there  is  a  complete 
aeiics  of  the  Lord  Norths,  from  Edward,  tlie  ^rst  ,lord,  cret^te^ 
iathe  reign  of  Philip  and  Mary,  to  the  present  Earl  of  Guilford* 
The  wiioie  of  Wroxton  pripry  is  creditable  to  the'  taste  of  the 
■oUe  owner.  Every  improvement  introduced  (and  many  have 
heat  efl^cCed)  is  rendered  subservient  io  the  ancient  baronia) 
chameCer  of  the  edifice.  The  gardens  and  pleasnre-grounda  will 
he  viawed  writh  particular  interest,  aa  no  inupvatiiig  hand  has 
robhea  tkem  of  their  monastic  features. 

^LS  The 
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Th^  exarch  of  Wroxl^n .  ccwtffiqs  maiiy  moniiai^:  vbkk 
dapand  notice.    Oo  a  black  tinfLfUe  gnLve-stuoe  i^  aa  iaierip' 
tion  to  ''  Elizabeth^  bte^  ifife  of  Ffan^s,  Lord  GoilM,  i»^ 
one  of  the  daughter!  of  the  Right  Honourable  Fiilki^  Urd 
Brooke."    She  died  in  1699.    Ano^e^  grave-atone*  ofativi- 
lar  descriptipn,  comgiemorates  Fnuici^  liord  GuUlbrd^  hmn^t 
lord-keeper  of  the  great  9eai  of  Ei^li^d^  ^bora  ^  Octf  b^  22, 
1637;  died  September  5/l685.    On  the  north  aide.of  ttf  chu- 
eel«  within  the  ifaib,  is  a  magnificent  tomb,  ^ilb  tj^e  rei^beit 
effigiea  of  WiUiam  Pope»  first  Earl  V  Downe,  ^  Ji?  N^' 
knighta  kneeling   ayd  mipporting  pie  ,  caahiona  oil  which  their 
lieada  recline.    Over  thi^  figures  \^  a  eapopjy,  raised  on  UMk  «l^ 
ble  pillars.    On' the  same  side  of  the  chancel  is  a  msiMe  tiUet 
affixed  to  the  wall,  surmounted  with  apgels,  to  the  meaiory  « 
the  lady  of  the  tord- keeper  Guilford.     (An*  the  south  vail  of  tb« 
chancel  is  a  monuinent  to  ^Francis^  ^arl  of  Guilfor^^ssd  b» 
three  wives. ^    Iminediately  adjoining  is  an  elega^  laoDuisen^ 
lately  erected  to  the  memory  of  the  prime  minister,  tori  Noitli. 
who  had  succeeded  to  the  earldom  ojf  Guilford  a  short  tine  prior 
'   |o  his  death.     In  a  niche,  on  the  riglit  of  the  communios  wh 
is  a  brass  plate,  formerly  attached  to  a  grave-stone  in  the  chaa- 
cel^  with  thifi  inscription  :— "  Here  lyeth  under  t^s  stcoe  borjc^ 
Margaret  Bostarde  Wydowe,  sometym^  the  wyf  of  W][IIisin  Pop^ 
of  Dedinton,  in  the  county  of  Ox(or^,  )Gent.  and  si^nirsnit  nar- 
ried  to  John  Bostarde,  of  Atterbury  ;  Which  Willyt^  aad  Mtf- 
garet  were  hiher  and  mother  to  Sir  Thomas  Pope,  Kst  ani 
lohn  Pope,  Esq.**     She  died  1557.    Thc.chnrcb,  likewise,  cos- 
tains  one  of  the  fttmily  of  Sacheverell. 

The  parish  of  DkAVtoN  joins  that  of  Wroxton  on  the  ea&t 
This  lordship  was  fomterly  posse8se<l  by  Sir  Giles  Arden,  Knight 
The  eldest  of  the  two.  daughters  and  coheirs  of  Sir  Giles  Ar^n> 
carried  the  estate,  by  marriage,  to  Lodowick  Grevile,  whooe  ic- 

sceadsBb 

i  ^  Thif  Boamneot  haa  been  lately  engraved  for  th  c  lAU  of  Btfhop  Hm{^ 
by  Mr.  Wilmot. 
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snndinti  Img  resided  here.  Ylie  Earl  of  Gailfcyrd*  is  dow  pro- 
prietor of  Hie  hrgm'  part  of  the  parish ;  the  remainder,  with  the 
adTowsoh  oflbe  rectory/ belongs  to  the  Dnchess  of  Dorset  in  her 
own  right,  as  heiress  of  the  Copes  of  Hanwell. 

The  Greriks  eontftructed  a  mansion  of  some  hnportance  on  the 
south-east  of  the  chnrch  of  Drayton ;  the  fragments  of  this  bnild- 
infi^  are  now  concerted  ititb  a  poor-honse.  The  chnrdi  Contains 
several  memorials  of  the  family.  On  the  north  side  of  the  chan- 
cel is  an  altar-tomb.  The  top  is  of  alabaster,  and  has  engraveB 
on  it  the  figures  of  s  knight  and  his  lady.  On  the  left  of  the 
Mght  are  the  arms  of  Grfevile,  and  between  the  two  figorea 
«  a  coat  of  Grevile,  impaling  Arden.     Over  the  heads  is 

f  L  S  a  scroll 

*  A  portion  of  this  estate  appears  to  have  come  into  his  lordships  fAniJ/ 
kj  the  marriage  of  Francis,  the  second  Lord  Guilford,  with  one  of  the 
^•Qghters  of  Folk  Gre?ile,  l^rd  Brooke. — Concerning  Ltdowiek  G revile, 
M  of  rhb  manor  in  the  time  of  lSfiza1>eth,  is  told  the  following  curious 
^^'  ffexiaa  a  man  of  etpeniive- habits,  and  greatly 'injured  his  ptopetty 
bf  Ofcrhaildmg,  at  Mooat  Qrenle,  w  WarvicUbti^.  ■  1>a  reerttit  his  purse; 
kedKw  sflan  in  the  aiufdcr  of  a  ric|i  farmer,  named  Wehb,  who  was  om 
of  kts  teoanta  at  Drayton.  He  invited  his  intended  victim  to  maV^  merrji 
with  him,  either  at  Chcistmas  or  Easter,  and  then  bribed  two  servfinta  to 
strangle  him  in  bed.  He  gave  out  that  the  old  man  was  si(^  and  in  danger 
of  dying,  llic  minister  was  sent  for  to  make  his  will :  one  of  t^e  miirderera 
^ttpQtin  Wd  with  tbe  eorpse,  (he  cmtanis  were  drawn  close,  and  the  mar- 
iner atlml  iteipaiC  of  the  rappowd  4l9»Bg  ptHon*  and  tignedy  ih  hM  immO, 
«*iQ.  by  wiich  Uw  whola  wf  W#bb'»  prp|i«fty  «ms  left  4o  LoBowick  Ontti^ 
•wept  a  legacy-  to>.ai^  attocney  at  fVuiba^^  wboaa  interfercroop  waf  €p^ah 
^ded.  When  this  was  done,  it  n-qsreposted  that  Webb's  siUmeaa  iii* 
creased,  and  he  eipired. 

T^tM  representation  met  with  some  ccc^dit ;  hot  one  of  the  murderers  soOQ 
tifted  indisereetfy  at  a  neig1ttx>urtng  pubUc- house.  Fearful  of  discovery, 
^hematier  Htnt  botlilm  accomplices  oet  one  dark  night  on  pretended  busi* 
ncm.  The  leas  laq«ieioai»of  iha  two  ihen.maadered  the  other,  aceardingto 
aeottWaOt  made  with  hia  master,  and  threw  the  body  into  a  pit  Thb  corpta 
"as  aiterwurds  found,  and  the  assassin  confessed  bis  guilt.  Both  the  mastar 
»d  lervaiif  were  tried  for  their  reiterated  offences  at  Warwick.  Grevile 
refused  to  plead ;  arid,  as  he  persisted  in  standing  mote,  he  was  consigned 
to  the  fate  formerly  usual  in  sq/ch  cases,  and  w|^  fretted  to  death. 
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a  scroll  of  eight  lineif^  b  Latif,  whtjcb  lofioirmB  m  tlnl  th» 
monnment  was  erected  to  Lodowick  Grevtle,  wko  iM  on  the 
18th  pf  August,  1438 ;  an4  Margaret,  his  wife,  daof^iter  of  Sir 
Qiles  Arden.  Against  tiie  wall  of  the  south  aiole  is  saotiwr 
jsltar-tomb,  the-  top  of  whic)i  is  likewise  of  fdabaster.  Os  tbe 
tablet-stone  is  engraved  tbe  figure  of  an  e«f|aire,  liisvwoni  bf  bit 
side.^  T^ie  latter  inscription  states  this  to  be  the  tqwin  of  ^illism 
Previle,  who  died  in  August,  1440.  This  William  wss  cbiest 
^on  of  the  above-named  Lodowiqk«  ^d  fiarried  Anne,  daogkter 
to  Sir  Robert  Francis,  of  Foremark,  in  Derbyahire.  lasrcbci 
liear  the  nqrth  door  ci  the  church,  is  a  very  aacicKt  .sspaMnl 
^pection,  without  any  iiiscri]^tion :  thii^  ^sonsists  of  a  stone  csfisa 
^Q  the  top  of  which  are  carved  three  poles,  encircled  with  ify  or 
vine  leaves.  The  coffin  is  thiditionally  believed  to  eo^taiB  the 
body  of  the  founder  of  the  church'. 

It  is  locally  said  that  a  pavement  of  "  fine-coloored  tilfs/' 
^nd  a  bath,  were  discovered,  about  thirty  years  back,  is  the 
viciuity  of  the  former  seat  of  the  Qreviles.  It  is  eeHais  that 
BAman  coins  hav«  been  found  at  Draytoa,  some  of  wUch  sit 
DOW  in  the  possession  of  the  Rev.  E.  6.  Wiflbrd.  These  are 
coins  of  tbe  latter  eh^perors. 

Hani^E(.l  is  rather  more  than  one  mile  fronn  Drayton,  oo  the 
portb-east  The  manor  was  once  possessed  by  ftalpk  Jh  F/mais, 
of  wheim  it  was  procurfsd.  hy  the  Ardpi^  faipily**  Fma  Iht 
Ardens  it  passed,  by  marriagf»  together  with  tka  aslala  st 
PraytOD,  tq.  Loidosrick  ivmnrile.  It  was  aHerwards  ohtMacd  by 
the  fuiiily  of  Cope,  whose  iieiress,  as  we  have  already  observed, 
l#  her  grace  the  present  Duchess  of  Dorset. 

William  Cope,  of  Banbury,  Esqi  was  cofferer  to  Henry  Yll- 
His  descendant.  Sir  Antony  Cope,  was  one  of  the  first  barooett 
created  by  James  I.  in  IQll. ;  and  the  family  flooriahod  lhim«h 
many,  soocessions  in  this  northern  part  el  the  coaaty.  "  Mr* 
Cope,^'  saysLeiand,  ''  bath  an  old  manor>place,  called  Hsid* 
wick,  a  mile  north  from  .9anbory;  and  another  pleasant  sod 
gallant  house  at  HanwellJ*  Tbe  manor-plaee  of  Bardwick, 
^  '  whici 

t  I^wllll9on't  WSp 


«9y|iie)|p^i|S||yi|^       boV  <  tbe  "•  gs^l^nt  house  at  HaQwell'^ 

From  an  aat^|  dr^vr^i\g;i  f^^w^m^  by  ^lie  fiev.  Mr.  tTalford. 
i^.^eayy  t^t^,yif.  (fdi^e  ?ca^  Qf  a  quadifngulajc  fgron,.  with  a 
|^Kl|r,at.^|),fpi;u£r.  Ti)e,qiij^f  parUi  off  the  baiidi«^  were  takeu 
^^rfkbo#|^!]ff^.''^^^:y  ^  fragmenUyeit  tabe  se^n  coo- 
iiti  pf,4be,^f|pfer  at  tbe  ^utb-east ai^le,  i^d  a  fortioa  of  tfi» 
!^titJfcQ^iw)|iq))  w»«o<^api^jni|offiqqs,  i|ow  eoavfiflied  mtf>^  j» 
flffltHf  auil  A  dftiry.  Tbe^  repma  nre  divjyd^  by  twa,Jargf  anA 
CMi<Hi|B  UUh^  '9^l9^  placed  Ittpk.io  bai;k«.  in  the  origi^M 
4fe|le.^  tl|^  ^^^du^:  .there  w^  f^  gallery,. eonuneocing  in  the 
tiirt^iyyt  Xfoiiefi,  and  cQqunnpiq^iQg  with  the  chaiieel  of  the 
dmrch,  which  is  mtaalied  oa  a  hill»  level  with  the  iUor  of  th^ 
ccBtnl  (ifHuiment  of  this  tower, 

Oatbe  QOr^  aide  of  the  obani^  of  the  church,  is  a^haiuboiM 
aMNHiq^ty  fwpfiortiiig  .the  pi^aa^beat  effigiea  ^  a  haiwDet  and 
Ua  faj^y  •  At  the  feet  0/  the  wui  is  plac^  hia  crea^^  a  fleiir*de- 
lily  with  a  dragon's  head  issuing  ouf  of  the  top ;.  at  the  feet  of  the 
hdy  ,aJUc4#  wpith:  the  wi^gs  jJVvhyed.  The  aionament  is  like- 
^i^  mUy  .a4<W^  ^f^  wm»  &c.  A  Xatiu  iascriptioQ,  placed 
«V^itbae^  ti|)>l^*  ia^rps  oa  that  ^e  tomb  wfs  coiistnicled  fcr 

Sir 

•  Hie  vthoih'  of  iHii  tDonmiwiiUt  tribate  it  corioas.  The  iiiicrl[itioii  on 
lhe«iM  tiAlet  1i  tfl  MIom  t 

tmOIES  AD  LECrOREM. 

QVJKTI  FATA  XAlfSirT  EX  MBVIL  OIICI  (tIATOS) 
QVO  VaUO  A  FATIt  TTTIOa  SftS  VOTBtT. 

Bit  fOKupSA  tibi  ooiiiTX#  MTxamotAQ  raoz^t* 
Est  aonvf  U  wiiaTii,  ouuia»  voaiftA«  aacTt 
CoapoaiA ;  ac  ahimi  aoTit;  favpaaio  ri?to 

SOBBITt  U  CAiTTt,  DICBBlf;  B8T0  :    MIBI 
£t  COMIVX  rKJECLABA  FyiT,  NVMBKOftAQ  PBOLBB. 
£t  PQMTt  4e  FTB^Vl,  ObOBIA,  POBMA,  »BOTB 

Coa«oais :  a|  ahimi  botbb,  pBYBBarta  fivta 
Sioort  BBAf  &  sail V0  (Mava  wims  Mff vi^ 
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Sir  Antony  Cope,  kni^Ut  and  baronet,  ivho  died  in  1614,  it  die 
age  of  66.  This  monument  was  cleaned  two  years  huk,  liy.' 
order  of  the  Dacheas  of  Dorset ;  bat  sereral  of  Aft  oma»eiftal 
parts  bad  previously  ^llen  oif,  and  are  utterly  lost. 
*  BonicoT,  or,  as  it  was  anciently  spelt,  Bodtcoat,  is  a  bsai- 
let,  sitaated  near  the  road  leading  iirom  Oxford  to  Baabnry.  whoie 
chapel  of  ease  is  one  of  the  members  of  the  valoable  benefite  ef 
Adderbnry.  At  this  place  was  bom,  in  the  year  1616,  the  cde^ 
Urated  mathtnnatician,  John  Ketsey,  anther  <if  a  Treatise  so 
Algebra,  which  still  maintains  a  consideraMe  abare  <if  lepulalkw. 
His  baptism  is  thus  recorded  in  the  register  appertaining  to  the 
chapel:--"  John,  the  sonne  of  Anthony  Carsaye  and  ABce  hv 
^tft.  Was  baptized  the  2dd  day  of  November,  Anno  Domini  1616.'' 
Kekey's  work,  intitnled  "  Elements  of  Algebra,*'  is  one  of  the 
clearest  and  most  comprehensive  of  the  kind  in  any  langnsge. 
He  also'published  an  improved  edition  of  Wingate^a  Aritbawtic; 
and,  it  rs'  believed,  an  En^ish  Dictionary.  A  bead  of  bho. 
finely  engrared  by  Fiirthome,  ii'  prefixed  to  hta  Algeka.  -  He 
di^  in  the  reign  of  Charles  II*. 

The  ichapel  of  Bodieot  Oonsistaof  «  mive,  and  aide^  aUe  to 
the  sootb.  The  tower,  which*  is  low,  h  plated  on  tbe  north  Mt 
df'liie  nave;  ^nd  Is  -open  on  the  sonfli  and  eatt  aides  to  the 
chnrch. 

The  village  of  Adperbvry  is  ntther  more  than  two  miks 
north  of  Deddington.  The  firat  historical  notiee  of  this  pla^j 
with  which  we  have  laeli^  oemia  in  KnyghtnUy  who  aays,  that  in 

hi 

NaU  MEO  BIEMODAHE  f  IO£t)  MOIIS  ySTA  MORATVR 

Nil  MiKfs  ;  ebgo  ETtAik  tb  tva  fata  mavent. 
Sexivs'  a^t  cityob,  KOhS  vLTiMA  tt!«tA  ntmvM 
MARMan«  n  coHbCT,  ct)  ntiBT^Q  tcobt. 


CONCLVSIO- 

Qto(]  mors  una  doeet  diii/dehinc  tfrteni  mklo  »,  f  m.  v.  jbtisva 

Vnft  resurgendi  9^%q  fid«'Mf  muner  ;    -  1 1' .      j  WiHOftiA 

Vna  mIos  Clirisi«i»;  Dew  et  pstcr  tasi,  ct  oaa     |  svwm  ▼!«! 

Vina  domu»  prcten* ;  tiw  fntttra  polas.           v  o«  o» 
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a  council  t>f  bishops,  beld  MCCXIX,  in  Oxford^  a  Uisphemons 
hnpostor,  who  assamed  the  name,  and  pretended  to  the  ivounds 
of  Jesus,  was  eondemned  to  be  crucified  at  Abbwhury.  In  the 
leign  of  Charles  I.  (1644]  Adderbary  gave  the  title  of  Baron  to 
Henry  Wilmot,  Earl  of  Rochester.  This  is  an  extensive  village, 
and  poasesses  some  buildings  connected  with  interesting  parti* 
calars. 

Near  a  spot  of  ground,  denominated  the  Green,  stands  die 
ancient  mansion  of  the  Cobb  family,  its  venerable  walls  pressing 
frnrards  to  the  last  stage  of  decay,  and  clothed  with  luxuriant 
ivy.  Each  mouldering  fragment  aeqoires  additional  effect  from 
die  contiaat  presented  by  a  neat  and  flourishing  residence,  which 
has  been  constructed  dose  to  the  ruin.  The  rooms  of  this  man« 
■ion  were  lofty  and  spacious  \  and  the  attached  grounds,  though 
small,  were  pleasmg.  The  Cobb  fiiroily  lived  here  for  nearly 
two  centuries,  in  the  exercise  of  genuine  English  hospitality. 
Sir  George  Cobb,  Bart,  the  last  lineal  possessor,  died  in  1762, 
and  lies  buried  inf  the  chancel  of  the  parish  church.  ^ 

At  a  short  remove  from  this  perishing  memorial  of  the  fiuntly 
comfort  of  past  ages  formeriy  stood  the  superb  mansion  of  the 
Ihike  of  Buccleugh,  an  edifice  which  within  the  last  ten  yean 
Iras  hten  reduced  by  its  present  possessor,  J.  E.  Field,  Esq.  from 
a  magnitude  of  dimensions  adeqiiate  to  the  residence  of  royalty, 
to  ^e  limits  of  a  commodious  nrDdem  building.  The  bouse 
commands  a  fine,  though  not  an  extensive  prospect,  to  the  soutb^ 
over  some  fertile  grounds  pleasingly  diversified  with  hill  and 
vidte}'.  Within  these  once-splendid  walls  resided  that  pitiable 
victim  to  evil  example,  Wilmot,  Earl  of  Rochester;  a  man, 
vhoao  daring  height  of  libertinism,  and  hamility  of  penitence, 
are  eakulated  equally  to  surprise  the  reader  of  his  story.  Many 
of  the  spouts  attached  to  the  mansion  bore  his  initials  and  coro- 
net ;  and  the  magnificent  state-bed,  which  formed  a  part  of  his 
fomiture,  is  now  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Field,  by  wliom  it  has 
been  tastefully  modernized.  The  celebrated  bard  of  Twickenham 
imca  slept  in^thui  bed;  and,  on  liis  departure  frpm  the  niansion, 
9  .  (then 


C^te^lJM  ,l^flsjit|^lft  »Me  ff  ^<*»>  Dnbe  of  Argyk,)  Jalj  9, 
l?39,  ^e  lef^  Jth^  following  Jines,  which,  as  they  may  be  new  to 
VPIj^y  feade^s^  fifUkMi  be  ^emed  unaecepiaUe  io  this  place: 

Willi  no  poetic  ardour  fir'd, 

I  prcM  the  bed  wher«  Wilmot  lay  , 
TTiat  liere  lie  lov'd,  or  here  expir'd. 

Begets  no  noiubcn,  grave  or  gay* 

Bat  in  thy  roofj  Argyle  !  are  bred 
Such  thoughts  aft  prompt  the  brave  to  Tie, 

Stretched  out  in  fa<niour*i  nobler  b«d, 
B«neatH  a  noWer  toof— 4he  $ky» 

Such  flames  as  high  in  patriots  bum, 

Yi't  stoop  to  bless  a  child  or  wile ; 
And  sQcb  as  wkked  kingi  may  itoiim, 

When  (reedom  it  more  dear  thjin  life. 

^  Hfch  judgment  has  been  shewn  in  the  leoept  ^ItemtuHis,  Mb 
of  the  boufie  and  demeane.  Goasideriog  tin  eomreEaran  of  Ihe 
\^fi|d|fig  from  an  ancieut  to  a  modem  atyle,  it  may  aafely  be  pa- 
Boano^d.  a  baffy  eiort  of  arcbitectairal  •QoaiatoMgr  mrf  ad^ 


la  tho  waatem  diTiaie^  of  tho  ^illaire  ia  Uymifict^lcfyi'' 
dance  of  J.  Backer,  i^e^-  vbo  baa  a  amall,  bat  Ya|iiabl^  colfasEttoa 
^.portraita,*  aaoag  wbieb  are  three  auppoaed  to  be  anifiie :  Sir 
Sjamnel  Lake,  the  Hero  of  Hiidibna,  hia  Wife  and  Stm. 

Adferboij  Oharcbt  ia  a  fiae  Gotbie  atractuit,  with  m  ale^ 


'  *  Mr.  Barber  is  also  poasessed  of  an  original  Charter,  obuined  at  llic 
instance  of  Wilraot,  Earl  of  Boehettery  from  Charles  11.  which  taummtim 
the  inhabitanlB  of  Adderboiy  from  teveral  does  eiactad  hj  the  Major  of 
Baabary  for  the  tapport  of  the  fiMiiiceiiona  end  gamaoo  of  ihettowa.  At 
jneteat,  all  cattle  driven  thither»  on  iair  or  nMrkcl-day%  are^  by  this  aiuira' 
neoW  ^ced  from  the  payment  of  toll. 

t  See  an  engraving  of  this  church,  from  a  drawing  by  the  Rev.  W.  Wool* 
•ton.  Vicar  of  Adderbory,  in  the  Gent.  Mag.  for  March»  1800.  We  are 
Indebted  to  the  poliee  inlbrmation  of  that  genlleoMli  fbr  evciy  tUag  that  may 
b«  deemed  interesting  in  onr  notice  of  Ihii  villaie. 


about  190  feet  in  height  The  vicar9(g|»  h^loii||;ed  lo  |l^iHifi<^.(Qf 
Wykbain,  ao4  was  given  by  him  to  th^  ooflege  of  his  fQuiding 
at  Oxford.*  .The  ehaneel  betrs  oi^ks  «f  his  archit^ural  jadg« 
ment  This  part  of  the  building  bad  originally  six  lofty  wiar 
dovs;  but,  some  years  back,  a  dispute  occarred  between  t^ 
▼icar  of  that  period,  and'  the  steward  of  the  estates  of  the  jUtt^ 
Sir  Gffrge  Cobb,  who  hdd  the  ^ppcopriation  of  the  gn^t  titl^s^ 
relative  to  the.repairs  of  these  windows;  aud  the  stewards  ip^opi- 
^ition  to  the  yicar^  walled  three  of  them  up  with  stou^,  t^.ea 
^m  an  old  dog-kennel ! 

la  the  church  are  the  remains  of  a  fipaaous  rood-l^ft,  frith  iff 
attached  staircsse.  In  the  chancel  is  an  elegant  monnmfni  t^ 
the  memory  of  Dr.  Oldys,  who  waai  waylaid  by  some  soldiers  of 
the  Parliament  armv,  and  was  shot  at  the  top  of  tlic  village,  in 
the  road  leading  to  Banbury.  In  the  church-yard  is  the  mona- 
iMd  •!  Dr.  WilliM  Bew,  Bishop  of  Uandaff,  who  died  in  1700^ 
tef  ing'  fsimarly  b»f  n  vicsar  of  Adderhary. 
/  At  tW  Am-aoimol  of  jMiis  village,  (of  wHich  his  &tber  wm 
mm^u)  M*  ^MUn  in  t<he  yaar  )Q26,  John  Cole,  aollior  of  *'  Tka 
dh#af  )ttnrpiM9»"'«M  *«  Adam  in  Edei^  or  Nalare'a  Flaradise.'* 
Mm  works  .weia  'Oase  auioh  admired,  and  are  still  held  ia  aoma 
i»|pnte>  kal  very  liMlo  is  kiowa  coaeeniiag  his  life. .  He  died  ui 


Tlw  Ubtfthaf  Aiaroaa  St.  i^Bm%  or  LiTtLfi  B  AkFoao,  acts 
fs  a  rlm|Bsi  vi  eaao  to  AddeilNMy,  aa^l  consists  of  oae  aialeanly. 
The  boiidiag  ^ifMrs4o  hkiM  bcea  ratedUfied  about  ih^  .iteign  of 
fidward  IILi  Of  the  old  oiMmh  only  the  aoutii  wall,  fa  ike  kaight 
of  tsrebd  faet^as  leMiiisd.  Oa  tins  side,  the  cbnrah  •  is  mrterad 
by  a  door  of  Saxon  arehitectare.  lathe  sou  th-easticovaer  of  tlii 
chsoeel  itflan  eiegaaitPisQina.  The  titkcs'^f  this  plaeo,  together 
wilhftboso of  Bodioaf,  wareassigtiedi to .tb&viear  cpf  Addtiiur^ 
by  WiUisaiof  Wykkam, 

WiGttUiToa  is  a  retired  village,  dbtaat  about  ftve  miles  aad'a 

half 

*  The  iaslrvm^at  pf  cndowiaeBf,  eKepptcd  in  New  College  Hallt  bean 
fiafe  1385. 


tlSM  oxfoiimhire: 

hatf  from'  1>^dingtoti.  TTie  cliarcli  is  a  plain  neat  building,  new 
payed  aAd  new  pewed  within  the  last  few  years.  In  the  chancel 
are  twb  recumbent  effigies  :  one  of  these  is  concealed  from  view ; 
the  othef^'displays  a  knight^  in  the  act  of  nn^eathing  his  sword. 
On  the  outside  of  the  south  ^all  is  a  piece  of  ancient  sculptore, 
representing  a  man  and  two  children^  one  a  male;  the  other  a  fe- 
tnale,  with  thdr  hands  folded  in  the  attitude  of  prayeh  There  is 
Ao'inscriptibn  nor  tradition  relative  to  these  figures. 
'  Nedrly  on  the  east  of  the  church/  i%  the  distance  of  about  900 
yards^  are  some  remains  of  a  tesselated*  paTcnient,  at  present 
ctnri^red  with  earth,  in  the  viciility  of  thif-  paTemeixt  hare  been 
iMmd  cohrs  of  the  Emperor  Constantino, 

BANBURY  HUNDRED 

loaehea  the  extent  of  Ibe  coooty  o«  the  Mllhi  ofld  is  hmttAsi 
towards  the  east  by  NorthamptoMilrifeb  A  portidwof  Iho  hwi* 
ind,  indudiDg  the  town  of  Charibory^  ia  aepmied  ftwm  4ko  reo^ 
ud  inclosed  by  tho  hundreds  of  Chttdlingtiooaiid  Wooltoo,  Tho 
ftoe  of  the  oowitry  is  too  bare  of  wood  to  aHoW  HBoh  piolnmi^ 
miety  of  featore;  but  in  more  solid  poiiita*of  coMMenlioB  this 
hnadred  i«inko  among  tbo  aiost  eotiomble  n  tko^eomty.  He 
land  is  judiciously  enclosed,  and  in  a  good  stale  of  edtivalisn. 
Jbt  OftfocA'  oasal  esters  tlis  himdrod  ooartCiayloo,  oiiitovobes 
the.iowik  of  0anbory  in  its  prsgress'to  thi  iaiepsH^  thorsibrdi^ 
ft  fa^Uiy  ioicommense^  ift  the  highest  isgfoeioifsslasit 
«..  JhA  msasylraisod  te  >tlie.assistwMe»ofotke  poor,!lic.  witUs 
Ibe.  •3lKia<  ending  Eadter  1  Ma,  Mounted  id '«9di6i.  6s.  Hd.  ssk* 
img  'an  .asteagiei  of  7$.  ttid.  *  in  tlie  poand* .  . 
1  .'fThisilvondtied  cotnpriass  the  lorosgbond  porish'of  Banbv&t  ; 
^eio^b^r^/uifiker^;  and  ihoMlowig  psrishes  and  baoilels: 
Bourton,  Great  and  Little  ;  Clattercoi  (estra  parodial>)  C/oy* 
1/4%.  C^r€t^^EpwMi  Fawier^  Fdut0ck,.ff€itk99p,  Brt$eoi, 
JiiUiford  Eaff,  with  Shutford  West;  Swavliff,  Wardhgtom, 
with  WilliaraBcot,  otherwise  Willscot,  and  Coton. 

.      THE 


THBTOir^  OF  BAKBVHY    - 

U  watered  by  tlie  riv^  Gherw^U,  wbiph  here.dividf$sr^l]^^^bn)fj(j^ 
of  Oxford  and  NorthaDipion.    This  town  was,  the  braofLv^f  ^f^  ll|f^ 
Romans;  and  nomerpus  Roman  cq|n9  have  been  fouu^  ,in^.tb« 
neighboarhood.*    Camden  says,  that  Kenrtc^  the  Wast  9a^^9n^ 
here,  defeated  tba  BritooSy.  after  a  8191914  and  obtttinaft^  «oafltet^ 
bat  tbi» baitls  waA,r#aUy  .iqught  at Atfbiwry  iu  WiUsUm*  ,/,(.'.' 
We  dobHol  fiiMi  i^ny  iiislprical;  ev^pit  of  importamie  <H>m»fPtfd 
witi^  BlMbury  tiU  tl^e  ,rej^n  of  Edwan)  IM.    A  ^oafiiot  l^en.  .took 
plM^  whiidi,  we  have  already  briefly  noticed^t    It,  ia  s^  ^ 
Mwe  biaUirian^  t^ft,  oa  tliiji,  ocfaaion^.E4y?ard'atVQ  gfuo^ak* 
the  Earia  af  Pembfobe  and  ^Pf^vonsb^re^  qaarrQlUd  /^ncernimf 
quar^i3|    !fl^e  tatter  entered  ),be>  tpwn, j^rst,  and  took  jiosaes^m 
of  an  inn,  which  the  Earl  of  Pembroke^  the  snpeWor  ia  comiBai»d» 
cha^  far.lMpui^*;  '!|^be  |)arl,oC  Sejwmshif e  waa  obliged, to  retire ; 
bat  it  JMMia  thal|  frills  the  Ira^  gaiety  0/  a  soldier^,  ha  ,had  fi«ed 
bis  iu4iefi.oiia  H^tty.  bajr-riiifa4».irbo,  o^iciated  ia^hrs  quartaw 
vliicli  JwwaacQweUed  U  raUi^qMiah;  and  W  quitli^  tbetiMff; 
with  <l|ia  .man*  ip  gl>aat  discAntai^t^    The  rebela  plotted  by  tbia 
app^rtunil^^  and  atta<jL«d  the. remaining  forces.    Tbf  di^^  waa 
for  some  tiaia  dfubtfal,  but  tke  iosMrgeuta  at  leiigtb  prevailed 
a|id  bebe^ded  ike  Earl  of  Pembn^ke^  ^either  in  the  town  or  ica 
iaimedia^  netgbbaurhood^  togetbtir  with  Sir  Richard  Qorber^ 
bis  hrolber,  and  tea  qA»t  g^ndeiaeo. 

itt 

•  *  Or;  ^tttlssiy  obaerves«  tint  a  Romaa  tltat  wis  liletirilie  Mki^rid  httig 
which  mm  placed  in  a  Bicbe  under  ikc  tign  oC  sn  inn*  xalM  ,kmn  Uicuet, 
The  Altar-Slotie  Ion.  Tki;i  relic  was  taken  down  aboutlo^iy  yeaie  ba^k, 
anH  is  probably  destroyed.  A  gcntlcaiBii,  whupe  lather,  purchased  Tht 
George  and  Altar-Sloao  Inn  Iu  the  year  17*71,  and  who  hinu^if  resold  '\\, 
welf  remembers  an  elevation  call«d  the  aliar-stone.  This  he  describes  am 
**  a  piece  i^  itone*work  abovt  eight  feei  long,  with  art  arch  raised  upunk 
abcat  ten  Irtt^h*,  In  the  ni^e  of  thciatch  w«s'pliiced''«  stoh^r*  fhe  pre* 
Mined  Roman  relic  Ibis  erection  atbod  iii  the  strocti  4  iciV''lce|oppocito 
to  the  bouse  of  entcrtainnent.  ^.         ' 

t  Page  7. 


la  the  cWil  war  of  tfce*  $^TiaHteMlk  e^ftVy  .Banbury  snifeidl 

severely.    The  castle  was  besieged,  and  many  skirmishes  took 

^lace;  but  the  t6wu  ^vl^  retaiilcd  by' the  king  until  he  quitted^ 

hia  distracted  southern  'terrUories  for,  Scotland.     In  the  pansb 

register  are  itiany  entries  of  tlie  rnterment  of^ soldiers  slidn  during 

these  conflicts. 
'«  T«ie  most  part  of  Baabiiry/'  says  fieUad,  "^  stands  in  a 

valley,  enclosed  by  low  gmiltds.  The  fky Mi- street  lyes  by 
%ebt  and  east,  down  to  the  CberweH :  in  the  wtet'  fJaTt  af  it  is 
a  lar{$e  «r«a,  environed'  wkh  meteiy  gOMl  baiUiflfs,  Iwria^ri^ 
gikMy  cveai,  with  many  degreed  about  it.  In  thia  area  is  kept 
eVei*y  'fknrlidiry  a  v^'c<4«biated  iftati^'  TliM  b  wAMtetltit 
street  from  ^tirto/n^Kh  ^and'at^ch  tnd'r-st^ne  gat^v  <^ 
inber  gfVtte/yet  M-certifu- taken  at  likelihtod  that  ever  tba  itfwi 
dh*l4Kch^d»o^watted.''  ,..*..  

The  yciara'Whi^h'iiave  jiaased  i^e<»  telaii^  wrtple'liavb  wMile* 
ttite«l  many' oF  tbe2«e  Iraeeiri  Tll^icros^  aafl  the  galei  cre'tto 
ohorej  but  numerous  eligible  iHiiMiiigs  kare  fiabir  in  their alcad; 
The  tewn  nbw' Wears  a  ebeerfbl  aspect;  and  Mr' domestic  bniM* 
tngsare  oCa  respectable  character,  ihough  irt^gulirly -f^iaeM. 
^Stfll  tlie  inliabitants  arb  backward  in  many  pafticuhin'ef  Med 
accommodation.  The  streets  are  not  paved;  and  are,  in  wet  wea* 
ther,  deplord>iy  dirty.  Tmftc  appears  to  be  Uie  great  thjtA  of 
pofsait ;  and  if  matters  of  real  convenience  are  neglecteil,  it  can* 
not  be  supposed  that  leisure  k  found  for  attention  to  arenm^ 
stances  of  taste  alone.  Hence,  in  several  iiistancea»  where  the 
beauty  of  the  town  night  have  bfeen 'iucieaaed  by  recant  ^Mic 
•levalioiM,  the  examiner  finds  that  nearly  an  opposite  reaitlt  has, 
in  fitcty  accrued. 

The  new  Town-hall^  erected  not  many  years  since^  is  a  mean 
brick  building,  already  much  cracked,  and  under  the  necessity 
of  being  propped  every  session  and  gaol  delivery. 

The  venerable  and  extensive  old  cboreh  waa  a  atrtking  omiH 
■Mnt  to  the  town.  This  building  was  reared  by  Alexander, 
Bishop  of  Lincoln ;  and  was  repaired,  in  1686,  at  the  expense  of 
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MM.  by  th.  F^  Biilwp  df  Okferd.  In  •  the  \M  eentdry  ft  itaHl 
l^(|  sikto ef  dangeromi  rain>  aod  ^s  taken  dd%h,  by  actof ^ai^« 
liament,  in  1790.  Th«  plan  of  the'  new  chnrtih  was  mttilii  }if 
Mr!  CkH3kenll.  Sistten  thousand  poando  hare  aineady  beeti  ex* 
pended;  b«t  ii  appears  that  six  thoasand  more  are  n'^eiMy 
tb  eonijplete  th^  stracidfe.  The  part  used  for  Divine  servSeeis 
iiklied;  atid  is,,  itfiikin,  aboyt  ntnety  feet  iiquare.  The  pewing 
is  of  Norway  oalL,  awi'is  estMmely  handsome.'  Ah  etic^lent 
tegsn  has  been  |ffoo«red ;  and  gaHerieb  arc^'  placed  In  a  conipi- 
evoM  siloaiion  for  Ihe  reception  of  the  cfaarfty  children.  Btft 
Hi^esterior  of  the  biiilding  is  gkomy,  from  the  want  of  a  toiirer. 
mifth^tUHe  tfbsadce  of  all  ottMnnental  partitnlarff  connedtisd  ^itL 
tiiidl|l^lbtl«»K»ftbe  design;  *  II  is  to  be  regretted  thae' no  meat 
sares  ha?e  bef^n  taken  for  a  restoration  of  the  mbnutt^ts  eon- 
lilwsd  tii'tlib  anoieat  clnirch.  Among  these  ivas  one  to  Willfam 
Co^,  ciifTerer  tq^Hetfiry  VII* 

« iBit$batyi  hM^ir'cbarity-school  for  twenty  boys  siid  sixteefa  gfrts, 
4iMehi  Is^dhie^  sapported  by  subscription.  There  are,  likewise, 
tttiemtow^  almipMftMis'forten  poor  widows. 

Itttliis  t^dv  w«re' two  religions  Itottses:  a  college,  dedicate 
t#  91.  Mary,  Yalwed  at  481.  6s.  per  annum ;  and  an  hospital, 
dedieitad  e^Si  John,  valued  at  151:  Is.  lOH.  per  annum'; 
"  w^ich/*  says  the  author  of  Magna  Britannia,  "  none  of  our 
writers  about  the  ancient  monasteries  speak  any  thing  of."  .  The 
nemains  of  this  Iwspttal  have  long  been  converted  into  a  bjirn, 
and  are  now  the  property  of  T.  Cobb,  Esq. 

Banbury  Ctotle  was  built  by  Alexander,  Bishop  of  Lincoln,  in 
1125.  When  this  ntunilicent  prelate  was  taketi  prisoner  hy  King 
Stephen,  at  O^^ford,  he  was  com|ieIied  to  resign  the  castellated 
edifice  so  lately  erected;  but  it  was  shortly  restored  to  the 
see,  and  long  cohtinned  one  of  the  numerous  habitations  of  the 
bishops.     In  the  reign  of  Edward  III.  we  fiud  frequent  notice  of 

their 

*  Mr.  Brn^r,  in  k'ls  *'  Tuufj'*  %ayi,  that  Bi»liop  Alcxonder  "  is  supposed 
to  have  been  buried  in  the  chunccl,  under  a  tomb  on  Hliich  is  a  mutiiuted 
figure  recnmbent.'*     This  bI>bop'  was  buried  !n  bb  cathedral  at  LihcoId. 


tkeir  rjeaidence  hen ;  "^od  thciy  obMHed  a  dorttv  of  .feee-irai|M 
in  their  hnd  at  Banbufy.  In  the  finl.  of  hdwud  VI.  Bishop 
Holbec|i  re«igD<ed.tlie  maoor  to  the  Crown.*' 
\fhe  castle  was  an  extensive  strueiore^  and  was  thtes  deocrihed 
by:Leland  in  the  reign  of  Henry  YIIL^-''  Ther  in  a:CaBae, 
having  two  Wards,  and  eaeU|WaiMl  a  Ditch.  In  the  utter  is  a 
terrible  Prison  ibr  convict  MoAh  In  Ihe  north,  part  of  ^  inoor 
Waijd  js  a  fair  piece  of  neW  Oiuldiiig  of  6IOQ0.?.  .  . 
.  Xhere  now  remains  of  .tfaia  formUable  biiitdiag  only  a  fragnMal 
•f  one  of  the  wa)ls>  betwei^p  two  and  th^e  yarda  squan^oa 
ifhicl^  rests  a  part  of  a  teoeneat  occupied  by  a  gaideocr*  iVlp 
^joi^s  tife  site  of  fthe  edifice,  Ajcontignons  range  of.laiid^il€rM4 
.the  C^e  Close,  i^  divided  into  small  gaidanaj  tnaaoledf  hfcthe 
inhabitants  of  the  town.  .  t-d  .  .* 

,  In  the  war  between  Charles  and  his  Parliiiment^  th^  natk 
was  defended  for  the  King  by  Sir  William  Compton.  .  The  Ptf* 
liameqt  forces,  nnder  Coloo^l  Fiennes,  made  many  attcaiplot  to 
re4^ce  it  by  minea  and  .batteries,  and  strove  in  vnio  tp.^arryfit 
by  storm.  "  The  mines  wi^re  found  to  he  inoftdnaU  4nk  aeooant 
oftthe  many  sprii^  wbicji.  broke  in  upon  themt  aad  ^he  besiegers 
ff^e  an  unsuccessful  attempt  to  draw  the  meat.  At  length,  on 
t^  99th  of  pptober,  1644,  the  Earl  of  Northampton^  with  a 

f«rly 

•  By  the  account  of  the  endowment  of  the  bishopric  of  Lincoln,  taken 
eOth  Henry  VIII.  it  nppeari  that  the  value  of  the  estate  here  was  as  fc*- 
lows: 

L   «.   d. 

Danbary  Burgh 14  J5  10 

Banbury  ^allw.  and  Hundred  ....  4    4    4 

Banbury  praepusit  Castri      6i  14    8 

Jt  nay  likewiie  be  c^bscrved,  that  iu  the  reign  of  Edward  I.  an  inqiit- 
tition  waa  made  into  the  reut^  servicet,  and  customs  of  all  the  manoa 
of  the  Bishop  of  Liiicoln,  when  this  manor  was  valued  at  LIVI.  XlVs.  11  Id. 
The  impropriation  of  the  rectory,  and  adrowson  of  the  vicarage  of  Banbury, 
belonged  to  a  prebend  in  Lincoln  Cathedral,  called  the  Prebend  of  Dao- 
bury,  which  was  dissolved  in  1548.  Queen  Eliaabcth  gave  the  estate,  ia 
exchange  for  other  lands,  tu  the  bishopric  of  Oxford. 


parly  ijftUt  Mfi^'i  horse  from  Ke\v6tiry;  came  fo'^e  reli^/  of 
fAt  pitce,  htLf'mg  been  jcrmed  by  Coionef  Gao^e  at  Add^rbory^ 
vtth  «  strbng  bocFy  of  lior^e  and  foot.  0\i  their  approach  iColonet 
Fiennea  retreated  tbwardr  Hanwelt ;  bein^  punkli^d  11^  the  Earl 
of  Nortbainptoo,  who  sent  CoTonef  WiUhr,  with  die  Ghcford  horse^ 
to  make  a  circoit  round  Croucb-hill.  After  st  ^ret%  sharp  dia* 
pate  the  eiiemy  retired  hastrf^,  and  d^speAed  iii  th^  ti^lghfcour- 
Boed  of  Hanwell^  Cropredy,  Broaghton,  aiid  Cbrmpton. 

*  The  castle  was  again  besieged  in  1846,  By  Colonel  Whiley' 
who  lay  before  it  tea  weeks  ere  the  govemdt  would'  hearketaf  td 
any  terms."*  At  length  a  surrender  was  jtidged  expediebf,  and" 
the  govehior  acceded  to  honourable  conditions  on  the  6tli  61 
M.,. 

It  is  probable  that  the  inhabitants  of  fianbory  experienced^ 
Mne  severity  from  the  King's  forces  during  iheir  long  possess|ioa 
ef  the  oftstle,  /or  this  town  was  decidedly  favourable  to  the  op* 
I^ite  party.  Many  writers  have  adhided  to  the 'jBectariaH  spirit 
which  prevailed  here  in  the  seventeenth  century.  Zeal  of  the 
J^d  busy,  the  puritan-suitor  to  Mrs,  Porectaft,  In  Beil  Jonson'i 
Bartholomew  Fair,  is  a  Banbury  man;  and  Plot  has  a  sarcastic 
AhsenratioB  en  the  zealous  temper  of  the  inhabitants  in  religions 

Voi.Xn.  2M  Ib 

*  Vide  •■•ceoont  hj  Hr«  Eoriier  of  Bsubnry,  ih  Mtwofk  iiilitiHed  CMacJi 

HilL  I 

t  The  KnecdoM  concerning  Camden  will  here  be  recollected.  When  Hol^ 
Ittd  was  emplojed  in  translating  the  Britannia^  Camdeu»  ai  it  ii  taid^  aoci* 
'Wlally  vbit«d  the  priating-office*  while  the  sheet  containing  his  accoont  of 
Binbaij  was  at  pr«rss,  aad  found  that  to  his  own  observation  of  Banborj 
^g  feBODs  for  Cheete,  the  transfatot  had  added  Catet  and  Ale,  Tdinking 
Ah  Tenerk  too  ttilling  he  changed  the  last  word  into  Ztai  which  it  seems 
t^t  considerable  offence.  In  his  MS.  sappleroeat  to  the  Britannia,  in  the 
Mteian  Library,  he  has  this  note  on  the  circamstance :  *'  Pat  ont  the 
*^  sealr,  io  Banburj,  where  some  think  it  a  disgrace,  when  as  stale  with 
l^tewtedge  U  the  greater  grace  among  good  Christians ;  for  it  was  first  fojsted 
is  hj  some  eompo»itor  or  pressman  ;  neither  is  it  in  my  Latin  copie,  which 
I  <tftiie  the  tOMier  to  hold  at  authentic" 
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In  a  close  adjoining  the  south  side  of  the  town  is  an  anjplii- 
theatre,  still  termed  the  Bear  Garden,  y'l^h  two  rows  of  scats 
cut  from  the  side  of  the  rising  ground.  We  rarely  meet,  sear 
provincial  towns  in  this  part  of  the  island,  with  a  similar  Testige 
of  the  harbarous  pleasures  of  an  unlettered  age. 

Banbury  received  its  first  charter  of  incorporation  from  Qseeo 
Mary,  in  the  first  year  of  her  reign,  in  consequence  of  the  at- 
tachment to  her  cause  manifested  by  the  inhabitants,  when  the 
Duke  of  Northumberland  endeavoured  to  advance  his  danghter, 
lady  Jane  Grey,  to  the  throne.  This  was  renewed  by  King 
James  I.  who,  at  the  same  time,  bestowed  some  additional  pri- 
vileges. The  existing  charter  was  granted  by  George  I.  The 
corporation  consists  of  twelve  aldermen  and  six  capital  burgessd, 
who  elect  the  member  of  ParliamenL 

This  town  conferred  the  title  of  Earl  on  William  IiHrd  Knollys, 
of  Grey's  Court  He  was  the  son  of  Sir  Francis  Knollys,  Knight. 
of  the  Garter;  and  succeeded  his  father  in  the  office  of  treasirer 
to  Queen  Elizabeth's  household.  In  the  first  of  Jama  I.  bs 
was  advanced  to  the  dignity  of  Baron  Knollys,  of  Greys.  He 
was  shortly  after  made  Viscount  Wallingford  by  the  mm 
king;  and,  in  the  second  of  Charles  1.  was  created.  Earl  orBas-^ 
bury.  He  had  two  wives,  but  left  no  issue  by  either.  ,Hb  M 
"Wife,  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  the  Earl  of  Suffolk,  re«married  to 
Nicholas  Lord  Vaux ;  and  her  son  Nicholas  assumed  the  sane 
of  Knollys,  and  claimed  the  Earldom  pf  Banbury,  but  was  never 
summoned  to  Parliament.  His  son,  Charles  Knollys,  prefmd 
llie  same  claim,  but  received  no  summons.* 

Baabuy 

*  It  wOI  be  remembered  that  a  cIsiiS  it  this  title  bas  been  lately  afitited. 
Concerning  the  Knollys  family  (already  aoiiced  in  our  account  of  the  ptfisb 
of  Greys)  we  learn  the  following  particulars  from  Coa(es*i  Hirtoiy  of  (be 
Town  of  Reading;  "  Sir  Francis  Knollys,  of  Fern  Hill,  ociif  Cnnhona 
Lodge,  in  Windsor  Forest,  was  the  last  male  heir  of  the  family.  He  died 
without  issue,  in  1778,  intestate  as  to  his  real  estatca."  On  the  death  of  kb 
lady,  who  tarrived  him,  an  advertisement  was  inserted  in  the  Gaaette*  calliag 

00 


OXFORDSHIBE.  ^l 

fianlmry  has  not  any  staple  maoufgctory  of  cooMqaene?,  but 
is  engaged  iu  trade  \o  a  considerable  extent  The  Coventry  and 
Oxford  Canal  is  a  soarce  of  mach  commercial  advantage,  and 
the  inhabitants  have  constructed  one  public  and  two  private 
vharfs.  There  are  a  weekly  market,  and  nine  annual  &irs^ 
which  are  well  attended.* 

The  returns  to  Parliament  for  1811  state  the  population  to  be 
3|B41,  and  the  number  of  houses  &^^ 

Gaeat  Bourton  is  a  village  three  roilea  north  of  Banbury. 
The  manor  was  possessed  by  Thomas  Lord  Bradeston,  in  the 
reigns  of  Edward  II.  and  III.  The  heir  general  of  this  im\^ 
carried  the  estate  to  the  De  la  Poles.  It  was  afterwards  an  ap- 
pendage  to  St.  Frideswide,  Oxford ;  and  was  bestowed  by  Henry 
yill.  on  Christ  Church. 

The  neighbouring  village  of  Cropkedy  acquires  an  interest 
^01  the  battle  which  took  place  there  in  the  civil  war  of  Charles, 
ffitully  termed,  at  that  period,  the  battle  of  Cropredy  Bridge.  In 
this  contest  the  king's  forces  were  disposed  with  much  judgment. 
The  ground  was  disputed  by  inches;  and,  though  no  entire 
discomfiture  took  place.  Sir  William  Waller,  the  Pariiamentarian 
{<^Qend,  thought  it  expedient  to  retire. 

.  In  the  vicinity  of  this  village  was  bom,  in  the  seventeenth 

century,  an  euthusiast,  named  Walter  GosteUw.    He  published  % 

kMkf,  in  which  he  informs  the  little  world  of  his  readers  that 

2M2  he 

•n  tlie  heir  of  the  late  Sir  Fnncis  to  mtke  out  bis  elaim  before  a  certain  date. 
Seven]  claimuits  appeifrd,  but  without  being  tbio  to  cstAbliih  their  pro- 
temions.  At  leagtli»  Mr.  Pnunksrd  and  Mr.  Welldale,  cUinumts  iVom  the 
/bnale  line^  having  married  two  sisters,  coheiresses*  obtained  a  lavoarahlf 
mdict. 

*  Caoden  was  not  singalar  in  bis  opinion  reipccting  the  goo4ness  of  the 
^«ae  brooght  to  Banborj  market.  Shakspeare  makes  one  of  the  charac- 
'^  in  Henrj  IV.  call  FaUtaff  a  Banbuiy  pheece,  becaute  he  is  of  a  fat  and 
neb  habit. 

^  latilttled  "  Charles  Stuart  and  Oliver  Cromwell  united,  or  Glad  Tidings 
0f  Peace  to  all  Christendom  i  to  the  Jews  and  Heathens  conversion ;  to  the 

ChoTch 
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th  4HIW  ht»  tort  lireath  tin  Prescot  House,  ntar  Cropredy, 
"  ^biefa,  in  his  rccollectioti,  bad  groves  and  fair  iralks  about  it. 
Bome  religious  house  he  conceives  it  to  have  been.  Aft  alter 
and  a  cbaj^el  stood  tber^,  doting  bis  childhood." 

At  CtiTTZtiCOT,  near  Claydon,  are  some  remains  of  a  mo- 
nastery, which  was  dedicated  to  St.  Leonard,  and  was  raloed,  at 
the  Dissolution,  at  841. 19s.  lid. 

The  town  of  Charlbury,  though  in  Banbury  bnndred,  it 
distant  only  seven  miles  from  Woodstock.  This  place  obtaiDed 
the  grant  of  a  weekly  market  in  the  reign  of  Stephen ;  but  it  has 
toow  little  of  the  privilege,  except  the  name.  The  glove  mana- 
factory  has  lately  been  introduced,  and  appears  likely  to  produce 
considerable  benefit  to  the  inhabitants. 

In  the  register  of  the  parish  occurs  the  notice  of  **  a  plague, 
which  began  here  on  the  10th  of  June,  1583,  and  ended  on  tbe 
25tli  of  November  in  the  same  year.*'  In  tbe  church  are  buried 
several  of  the  Jenkinson  family,  who  long  resided  at  Walcotin 
this  neighbourhood. 

In  the  vicinity  of  Charlbury  is  Blandford  ParIl.  This  estate 
was  formerly  termed  Cornhttry,  and  was  the  seat  of  Henry  Dau- 
vers.  Earl  of  Danby,  who  died  here.  It  was  afterwardi  pos- 
sessed and  occupied  by  Ed'trard,  Earl  of  Clarendon,  who  took 
his  title  of  Viscount  from  this  place.  The  properly  wis  pur- 
chased, sodie  years  back,  by  the  Duke  of  Marlborougb,  tad  is 
now  the  occasional  residence  of  the  Duke  of  Beaufort.  The  seat 
is  placed  nearly  in  the  centre  of  a  spaoioos  park ;  aad  vany 
pleasing  views  are  obtained  from  different  parts  of  the  gfpoada 

Among  rare  Plants  found  in  this  hundred  rosy  be  moiliMMd ! 
Anemime  Pulsatilla.  Pasque  flower ;  in  severai  parts  of  Bland- 
ford  Park.  Arenaria  tenuifolia.  Fine-leaved  chickweed;  iii  a 
quarry  near  Charlbury.  Berberis  vulgaris.  Barbery,  or  pep- 
peridge  bush ;  in  hedges  about  Charlbury.    Near  the  saiae  place 

Church  of  Rome  certain  downfall.  The  Irish  not  be  Ciansi^inted.  l^' 
Iraordinarily  declared  by  God  Almighty  to  the  Publisher,  Walter  C<atcl«*' 
Printed  for  the  author,  1665." 
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we,  IXk^mae,  foniifl  Cluir^  Tomentos^.  ,BritUe  cjiara,  ^pfrgiUq, 
No4mu.  KnoUei4  (fpurry,  ^jr  Epgli^b  marsh  saxifraj^,  {a  th« 
hedges  is  freq^nUy  see«  oa^oiifui  cf:ttctata.     Cro^  wott,  or 

PLOUGHLEY  HUNDRED 

ifsepsmted  from  Woptton  by  .the  Fffcsr  Ch#nfe{),  ^4  joins  .the 
bnndred  of  BuUiogtoa  on  th^  ^qgth.apd  sooth-ea^t  Th.e  aspect 
of  coaouy  is  ia  general  fiat,  or  relie?cd  only  by  downy  expanseii 
little  conducive  to  pictorial, ^f$ct.  Tb<B  soil  of  th^  higher  lanft  is 
iballow,  but  tenacious }  tl|e  ^tou^raah  peryad^s  a  large,  portion 
of  the  other  diftriets*  The  Oxford  canal  runs  along  ^|ie  whole 
western  yide.  A  part  of  th^a  hundred,  including  .the  pariah  of 
liUiagstDne-love),  js  is^atsd  ip  Buckinghamshfre. 

The  money  raked  fer  \he  assistance  of  the  poor,  Jkc^  in  the 
yen  ending. Eatter  190%  was  899SL  16s.  lOid.  making  ap  ave« 
nge  of  3e.  Ofd.  in  thf  |k>ua4* 

This  hundred  contains  the  mfirk^t  town  of  Bi<:^ST£i^  and  the 
foUowieg parishes  and  hamlets.:  4^dley:  BUtf^^mg^i  fi^99,^ 
(extrsppanHshial;)  Bucknell;  .Charltcnupon  Otmore;  Chester*. 
<m;  C^ford;  Fencot  and  JUSurcot;  Finmere;  Fringford; 
TriiwtH:  Gikd(iingt(m :  Hamptcn-Gay;  Hampton-'Poyk ; 
Hardwidu:  Heuth:  Jfieyfotrd  lower;  Heyfofd  tparren,  or 
^pptr;  I$llp;  JKirklingion ;  Launton;  I4ilingst<me'lov€l: 
MidHagn-stimeif  r  ,Mi»bury ;  Newion^Purcel ;  Npke;  Od* 
imgUm;  Shebtpdi;  S<merton;  Souldem  ;  Stoke- Lyne ; 
Stmt99^AMdify ;  Tmntore  ;  Weiuilebury  ;  Weston  an  thf 
Green. 

BICESTER 

isaneat  market  town,  but  in  a  flat  situation,  near  the  eastfem 
Wder  of  the  county.  The  parish  is  divided  into  two  districts, 
termed  King's 'End  and  Market  End.    In  the  former  division  ia 

3  M  3  a  handsoort 
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a  handsome  stractnre,  the  property  and  occasional  resideBoe  of 
John  Coker,  Esq.  Many  of-the  domestic  buildings  inhabitsd  k 
traders  are  respectable,  though  lew  surpass  mediocrity  of  chvac- 
ten  The  church  is  a  spacions  and  pleasing  edifice.  No  pecu- 
liar manntfacture  is  here  coltivated,  but  the  town  ilerives  great 
benefit  from  its  nmrket  and  faim,  which  are  well  attended  by 
dealers  in  cattle.  Two  turnpike  roads  are  projected,  which  pro- 
mise mnch  advantage  to  the  inhabitants.  One  is  intended  to  open 
an  eligible  commnnication  with  Buckingham,  and  the  other  with 
Woodstock. 

Bicester  is  one  of  the  parishes  on  which  Dr.  Kennet  *  hu  be- 
stowed unwearied  attention.  We  are  indebted  to  his  **  Parochial 
Antiquities/^  for  the  substance  of  the  fbllowfng  observatioos. 
Tradition,  and  some  slender  authority,  report  that  8t  Birism 
bore  a  particular  relation  to  the  town  of  Bicester ;  which  kwa 
bim,  ft  is  said«  was  called  Birini-castrum,or  Bfirincestre.  Others 
argue  that  the  town  takes  ils  name  from  a  small  riwlel  called 
the  Bute,  nhich  rises  in  the  neighboorfaood.  Plot  beyeves  thai 
H  gains  its  appellation  from  the  Forest  of  Bemwood, ''  upoa  the 
edge  whereof  it  was  seated.''  It  does  not  seem  likely  that  lo 
MSmg  a  stream  as  tiie  Bure  should  impart  a  name  to  a  settle* 
ment  of  consequence ;  and  the  nearest  part  of  Bemwood  Forest 
most  have  been  three  miles  distant  when  the  town  was  fitanded. 
Keimet  is  inclined  to  think  the  name  derived  Ikom  the  Saxottlma 
signifying  castmm  primarium,  or  principnl  Icttj  this  town  b«Bg, 
probaUy,  a  place  of  the  greatest  stiength  and  hope  to  the  West 
Saxotis  against  the  Britons  or  Mercians.  It  ccrtadnly  win,  iatht 
age  of  Bh-inns,  a  frontier  garrison ;  and  was  possibly  bnilt  abast 
his  time,  and  by  his  advice,  from  the  mins  of  Alchestcr. 

The  old  town  of  Berincestcr  was  first  bnilt  on  the  west  part, 
or  in  King's  end.     This  ancient  town  is  believed  to  have  been 

destroyed 

•  Dr.  Kennet  wrote  lib  Parochial  Antiquities  while  resident  io  the  vali 
aeigbboorim  village  termed  Ambrocden,  of  which  parish  be  was  ricar.  Sa 
Gregory  Page  Turnexhad  a  teat  at  Anbrosdeo,  now  pulled  down. 
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destroyed  by  tbe  Diiies^  thoogh  ftuthon  diftr  ai  to  die 
period  • 

Gilbert  Basset^  Baron  of  Headington,  founded  here  a  priory  of 
canooa  regular  of  St  Aagnatine^  dedicated  to  St.  Edbaig.  * 

In  tbe  doie  Tieinily  of  Bicester  is  a  spring,  called  St  Ed- 
burg's  Well:  a  spot  no  doubt,  of  great  resort  witb  the  snper- 
stitioos  of  past  ages.  This  was»  by  long  neglect,  stopped  up 
in  the  seventeenth  centnry ;  but  the  summer  of  1666  proting  un- 
usually dry,  the  head  of  the  spring  iras  opened  and  cleansed,irhen 
such  a  sudden  and  great  supply  of  water  gushed  forth,  that  cer- 
tainly, says  Kennet,  "  had  the  old  adorers  now  lived  they  would 
have  termed  it  another  miracle.'' 

The  remembrance  of  the  iaint  is,  likewise,  presreved  in  £il- 
hmrg'Baik.  This  is  a  corruption  of  St.  Edburg's  tfaik,  which 
was  a  neat  and  frequented  path  to  the  well  from  the  priory.  In  a 
record  of  about  the  lOth  of  Edward  I.  this  is  termed  St  Edburg's 
green  way. 

Richard  It.  in  the  first  of  his  reign,  granted  to  Sir  John  De 
Worth,  Lord  of  the  manor  of  BigenhuU,  the  privileges  of  a 
weddy  market,  and  one  yearly  &ir.  Bigenhull-t  was  a  small 
Tillage  which  stood  on  the  site  of  the  piesent  King's  end  of 
the  twwn.  The  Bigenhull  market  was  discontinued  in  the  reign 
ef  Henry  VI.  In  the  19th  of  that  king,  a  market  was  granted 
to  tW  Airy  End,  which  from  that  circomstaAco  obviously  ac« 
frired  its  present  appellation. 

The  customary  oblations  at  Bicester,  about  the  year  1212,  are 
curiotts.  These  were  one  penny  for  a  burial,  and  the  same  for 
a  Burriage,  or  for  churching  a  woman.    The  altar,  or  sacraipent 

2  M  4  offerings, 

•  Valncd,  at  the  Disaolatioii,  lecording  to  Da||dftlc«  it  leTl.  St.  lOd.  pit 
Mfi. ;  accoiding  to  Speed  at  167L  U,  lOd.  There  were  at  leatt  nsven  £ng- 
fith  iainu  of  the  name  of  Edbarg;  thii  to  whoa  the  priory  duirch  of  Bicciteff 
wsa  dedicated  was  St.  Edburg  of  Ajleiburj. 

t  Ah  allvaon  to  the  ancient  name  of  this  manor  is  itiU  retained  ia  a  tingle 
dwelling  termed  Bigml  Hooie,  ou  the  north  of  the  eontignoiit  riHagc  ol 
Great  Ghcftertoa,.  bat  in  the  Lordtbip  of  Biceiter  Klng't  end. 


4)(|er^qga  jvere  threq[>eBce  at  Chrbimaa,  ivt  p^ioe  ai  Ea^r,  aad^ 
penuy  at  the  two  other  principal  feasts ;  besides  offerings  at  oobp 

Thi^  ptifialatioQ  pf  Biccister  w^  retnnied^  in  l&ll»at2«U& 
Thfi  9f^e  jetums  )^  Padiameut  fttalg  \hfi  <ia^|^r  of  i^ouses  to  be 

,,  ,M  |l|hc  dlstaqce  of  one  nulc  an^  a  half  on  th^  s^nlb-west  of 
J^ifeater  are  the  faint  .ti-ace:»  of  Alc^k^ter,  a  eitjr  )j^  was  ol  a 
/(jjiiare  form,  ami  divided  by  four  stre^.  }ticiifur4  f^f  Oimi* 
ceateCj  in  ^is  Ittuerary,  ten^as  Alchesjler  Jiaw^fi^  aa^iaaket  il 
^  city  of  the  Dob)ini.  Camdeu  s^^s  of  opinion  that  the  woid 
merely  signifies  old  Toidu  ;  but  jibe  author  of  the  aftanoscnpt 
a^  the.en4  ol  Keanet»  would  derive  jtbe  appell^t^oii  iioni  AUeetas^ 
]who  j^lew  the  Emperor  Garausius,  and  usurped  liis  honoum.  Dr. 
^lii^eley  warmly  8t\ppot'U  this  latter  notion ;  and  4a  defiroiis  sf 
^din}^  an  allusion  to  Carausius  himself,  in  the  neighbopiuv  ^ 
trlct  termed  Caversfield, 

The  «tpry  of  Carausius  ai^  Allectas  is  briery  'this :— The 
ffv^rd  pf  jtbe  British  aea  ooasts  ag^i^st  northern  Piratef  wa9,  ^ 
j^xfi  B^RUin;^,  ipomimt,ted  to  a  standiug  admiffal ;  and  Kbis  ocmpp 
inaud^  abojyijt  tiie  tbiid  year  of  Diodeaian,  was  heati^vod  on  Ca- 
rausius, a  ustive  of  Britain  or  IreUad.  Ue  availed  himself  rf 
)iis  oppor]ty;)ities  to  insinuate  to  his  oonntryfien  fl|at  if  thef 
would  rece^p  Jum  for  king«he  would  expel  their  foreign  .mai^Wi 
On  ibis  he  was  admitted  to  the  goyemment^  and  i^noaapdi  al* 
legiance  4o  Jthe  Bomans.  He  maintained  his  elevation  Hyr  aerea 
years^  but  if  aa  sjain  by  AUectos,  his  friend^aVput  the  year  292, 
F.ho  U8ui:ppd  the  supreme  power.  .  The  aathor  of  the  BIS.  at 
the  end  of  Kennet,  supposes  that  Allectua  fixed  his  chief  seat  oa 
this  8pot>  and  called  it,  after  his  own  name,  Ailecti  CsitrvM; 
Aince  Alehester,  or  Aldcester.  The  battle  in  which  the  rebd 
chief  slew  Ckrausius  he  informs  us  was  fooght  more  tlum  two 
milei  from  Alchestor,  on  the  field  now  called  CaTersfield. 

It  wjtll  he  se^n  that  this  conjecture  is  ingenious,  rather  Ihsa 

P^obahH    The  aothtr  baa  no  historical  support,  and  defeat 

.      .9  chiefly 


r\ 


fih^iiffft,  for  Roman  istiitio^  ia  EogUnd^  is  ^  iv^l  c^ajhtafioa  of  tbff 

ljri|jrt,  iirith  |^or^  j«dgyp€iiit>  qnppo^^  Al^h«9ter  lo  hlivc;  hfira 
^Ifij^e  garri«Qaed  pjaees  constructed  by  Plc^uUus,  a$  securitM 
l^jMl^ewly  coKqwH!«d  opfntry^  ^flfir  ki^  earl^^  triompht  oY/ei[ 
^«<3|^«*  Tbis  stalioo  pfobably  i^jked  as  tb«  frontier  of  th« 
|)ftlttl  and  Cattieuchlani ;  and  thence  the  army  of  Plantim 
l|^|M^»dily  porau«  t)ie  Britons  to  B<iv:kipgbM»,  or  the  adjacent 

',r9!k»  vea  has,  for  4«iny  age$,  been  sobjeot  to  the  inroada  af^ia 
iJitiUl^i ;  and  nnmerona  coins  and  curiotts  relics  have  been  ioaai 
aliSjirious  timisa.  Tbe  author  of  tkiA  manlD^€ript  befene  quoted*^ 
tf^^.  the  foljowing,  nmong  other  dispovCTies :  "  In  the  yaar 
Mt%:«n  earthfp  pat»  full  of  bnwa  money,  bearing,  the  aftasp^ 
n||^  and  piotnre,  some  of  Caransius,  some  of  AJHeatai^  tmm 
PJ^.  under  Ishe  root  of  a  tiee  in  SHeeple  Ckydon  p«iab,  fay 
ail  pond  there.  In  the  midai  of  tiM^  ploQgh^d  fidd,  AJ« 
H  husbandman,  ploughing  very  deep,  iighied  oo  a  fongb 
«ntone^  vhich  was  found  to  be  hpllo^  iBritbin,  andi  oetraed 
togethter.  On  being  opened  nothing  nasionod  ibnl  M 
.glass,  some  tbree  qnarterai  foU  of  adi^s,  doan  ateppcA 
lead  over  the  month/'  Tb^se  ^  aulhor  soppaMa  l» 
i^abfis  of  Carausiui^,  slain  hard  by  t"  This  writer' cm- 
fe  interest  when  he  proceeds  to  observe  that  "  AichaiiteD 
id  have  been  a  vailed  town.  In. the  fronlwAs  buttt  a. 
olHratch-tower,  tiie  ruins  wbeacof  still  appear.  (I6a2)i 
i  of  meadow^  where,  in  our  dajs,  havo  been  dng.  up  mimfa. 
oney,  brick,  and  tile ;  and  a  paveioent  of  cuciou&wcnught 

'  ootna,  and  fragments  of  bniUbg,  have  bean  diaeoiretvd  at; 
star,  in  more  recent  periods. 
'  ^Xwoneighbonring  viiliiges  maintain  a  connection  in  their  naji^s 

Thit  HS«  bears  the  date  of  162f. 
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Witt  the  deaolftted  gurrison.  Great  CHBSTERtt>K«  vhidi  lio 
coittiguoiit  to  the  ancient  city,  probably  sprang  from  its  nuns ; 
and,  perhaps,  we  may  safely  admit  that  Wendlebury  derives 
Its  name  from  the  Vandals^  who  were  certainly  employed  u 
avxiliaries  by  the  Romans  in  the  decay  of  the  empire,  and  vho 
might  have  their  station  in  this  place  *.  The  Akeman  Street 
passed  Alchester  on  the  north.  The  church  of  the  present 
Tillage  of  Chesterton  stands  fmrncdiately  oontigiious  to  its 
track. 

Pnrsiiing  the  traces  of  this  ahtient  road,  we  arrive,  when  five 
miles  distant  from  Bicester,  at  Kierlington,  formerly  a  place  of 
mtich  political  conseqnence,  from  its  situation  as  a  frontier  tovn 
between  the  kingdoms  of  Mercia  and  the  West  Saxoos.  In  the 
year  977  was  held  a  great  council,  or  synod,  at  which  were  pre- 
sent King  Edward  the  Martyr,  and  St  Donstan,  Archbishop  of 
Ganterhnry.  Some  writen  place  this  synod  at  KirUiag,  or,  ss  it 
is  often  termed,  Catledge,  in  Cambridgeshire ;  bnt  others  contend 
that  it  was  held  in  this  village;  and  they  observe,  in  snpport  of 
their  opinion,  that  Sideman,  bishop  of  Devonshire,  dying  at  this 
synod,  willed  to  be  buried  in  his  own  church  at  Crediton,  bnt 
King  Edward  and  Archbishop  Dunstan  ordered  that  he  should  be 
buried  in  the  church  of  Abingdon,  and  he  was  accordingly  laid 
OB  the  north  aide,  in  the  porch  of  St.  Paul.  It  was,  likewise,  as 
a  mark  of  kindness,  allowed  by  the  council  to  be  lawful  for  the 
ooBBtry  people  to  go  in  pilgrimage  to  St.  Mary  of  AbingdM.  It  is 
contended  that  Bishop  Sideman  was  buried  at  St  Mary's  on  ac* 
floont  of  the  comparative  contiguity  of  that  church ;  and  it  is  re- 
marked that  the  people  of  Cambridgeshire  would  receive  no  pecn* 
liar  frivonr  in  being  permitted  to  seek  religious  benefit  from  a  pil* 
grimage  to  so  distant  a  spot 

The  manor  of  Kirklington,  according  to  Plot,  was  Ibnneriy 
part  of  the  possessions  of  the  Kings  of  England ;  from  whom  it 


*  It  if  remarked  by  Googh,  as  a  curious  circumstance,  that  there  is  a 
BoBian  statiooi  snd^a  "  Vaodlebory,"in  the  neighboorhood  of  both  UIUv«^ 


«m«^to  H#V7>  noa.9i  Edmoad  CMNioliback^  Earl  of  Uncmter, 
cad  fctlMT  to  Hanry,  tke  irat  Duka  of  Laacaater;  by  wima 
daaglrter.Blaaah  it  pioeaodad  to  Joba  of  Gaunt  Tliit  iaidli- 
gaiica  Plat  profasMs  ta  deriva  fros  aa  oM  ciwrlor,  thaa  ia  tbe 
paMauiaa  of  8ir  Tboawa  Cbamharleyaa,  "  Loid  of  4be  Towa;'* 
kal  DagdalOi  urba  traoaa  tbe  deoceui  of  the  property  liaaiialia 
d^  HoaMU,  Coaelable  of  Nonaaody  ia  the  reign  of  King  iabn^ 
tiiroagb  tbe  liaa  of  tba  Baaaete,  obaenres  that  Thomas  of  Woad* 
alocky  aixlb  saa  of  Edward  III.  died  poueaaed  of  the  aaaor  ia 
MiaMtborBicbaidil. 

Tbe  praparly  ia  now  vetted  in  Sir  Ueory  W.  Dashwood,  Bait 
who  luui  liere  a  fiue  seat,  eacompassed  by  an  extensive  park. 
This  MMaar  was  valoed»  ia  the  year  1420.  al  13L  6m.  8d«  aaJ 

latbecoatigubaa  parish  of  Blftchinodon,  Ricbaiddel^wBl- 
aota  held  oae  hide  of  land,  by  the  petty  serjeantry  of  carrying  a 
shield  of  brawn  to  tbe  King,  as  often  as  he  hunted  in  Ibe  fciesi 
of  Cornbary.  Tbe  manor  was  long  vested  in  tbe  fiaaily  of 
IKAmoria.  Tbe  advowson  of  Bietckiiigdon  church  escheated  la 
the  crown  in  tbe  reign  of  Henry  III.  by  way  of  forleituro^  inenr- 
lad  by  two  brothers,  Riehaid  aad  William  GraviU;  aad  wsn 
given  to  Queen's  College,  by  Edwaid  III.  at  the  fei|aest  of  the 
tbnnder.  In  the  year  106d  the  shock  of  an  earthquake  was  felt 
in  this  vilbge.  Bletchtngdon  was  tbe  birtb*plaee  Of  Dr.  Daaiei 
Fsiidougb,  better  known  by  bis  paternal  name  of  Featly.  Ho 
was  the  son  of  John  Featly,  Cook  of  Corpus  Christi  College^  aad 
waa  a  writer  of  some  emiaence  ia  oppoattaon  to  tbe  Roama  Ca- 
thalias.  Dr.  Furclough  suffered  much  in  tbe  civil  contests  of 
Ae  ITIh  century,  and  died  of  a  dropsy,  supposed  to  he  Ibe  con* 
sequence  of  long  imprisonment,  in  1644.  Arthur  Annesleyy 
Bsq.  has  a  desirable  residence  on  the  northern  side  of  tbe 
?inage. 

laLiF,  distant  five 'miles  from  Oxford,  daims  little  co&sidera* 

Hon  from  its  modem  aspect^  but  is  memorable  as  the  pbce  which 

8  aflbrded 


^iMed  hnib  tolQi^  £dicaMLtli6i€anfefi8#»....  Tb#  p«llM0fifa^ 
ftliwr>  King  Ethelitt4  w  snppdsed  to  ibAv^  i*oM  td  Ike  aotskk 
easi  iif  tbe  Tillagfsi  Plot  sayb  tliaiMHBeiDf titep»4f  Jhe.yifiM 
may  aliU  be:disoiMwivd;  but  no  traoes  iSra  now  ta  he  jMCai.  Im 
thia.durtctida,  innMV&r,  ia  sdoie.iariiiedlba  Canrt-Claae;  fraaa 
'vhich^.ia  lbe«i^y  part  of  the  laat  c^wBsr^.aewral  leadb  of  Jeadk 
'«e>ed9|*,^hkh:|ay.iB  irregulaf-OMaacB^  aa  i(  vMotd. . .Still,  al* 
lowing  that  a.iacge  bailding  prob^ly  oaceioccupifldt  thia  site,  ifc 
vill  be.8eeii.ihat  the  tern  Covrt^Cloae  k  aoaafe  aatkoritjf  Ibr 
'  concluding  that  this  building  was  the  palaectefEtMM;  .as  anek 
a  team  night  be  beetoved  on  the  ^purteaancet  to-  a^oiere  oidi* 
miiy  monorial  nansion. 

The  Charter  of  B^toratioo  of  .the  AbNy^  of  Weatminater,  in 
which  Edward  gives  to  hia  new  church  the  town  of  blip,  piovea 
tho  fact  of  Jiia.biiih  at  this  place.  Exlwaid  styles  Idip  "  a  amall 
Tillage/^  aad  apella.the  name  GiiMepe.  The  chapel  in  whick 
iibaa  b«Bn. supposed  he  was  eJiristened>  «tood at  aainaU  distonce 
iiamtho  chiiociL  Thia  bujJi)iag<was  jaaiataiaed  in  decent  pi^ 
aerfAtion  hy  tbe  monks  of  Westmiqater  till  their  dissoiotion  im 
UMO;  ^d.waa  not  desecrated  tiU  tlie  nsurpationof  CiamwelL 
In  the  18t|^  .century  it  was  coftiierled  to  a  Jkacn.  Eiery  Uagtr* 
Mig  fimgBMQt  .was  destroyed  before  tiiQ  year  17B3.  When.  Uat 
tnapected  by  Warton,  the  roof  was  of  thatch,  but  tbe  atone  walla 
atiU  retained  traeea  of  an  oblong  window  at  the  east  end.  Tlie 
iocarrencea  connected  with  the  presumed  font  of  Edi^ard'a  bap* 
lian,.  We  have  noticed  in  our  mecttion  o£  Kiddington. 

EfSTf  cattonal  enquirer  must  remain  in  doubt,  as  to  whethfv 
blip  kaa  eaaae  to  take  pdde  from  its  regal  natiTe.  Edward  tp^ 
paaas  to  kava  .poaseased  great  legialatiTe  wiadom,  and  to  hay^^ 
fladaod  inyanably  tho  aoUd  wielftre  ot  his  suliiccta.  We  diaoover 
liltle.of  weakneaa,  tHI  the  prieata  meddle  with  bia  character,  iiia 
ungallant  propensities  are  oflensiTe  to  recollection.  It  is  obTir 
ana  that,  even  faaaifiil  piety  .had.  nothing  to  do  ^ith  hia  sjbati* 
I  finam  the  anna  of  hia  fur  fioe^,.£ditiia».  the  dftn^itcr  of 

Eail 


iSttfrOodMm*  Political*  biftred'M  hut  Icr  faegteftt  tker  blan« 
diiliiAenta  of  toimtAial  love;' and  political  fear,  perhaps;  indboA 
biBi 'to  b^boAe'tlre  aoetfrfer  of  his  pareift;  Bot,  in*  fdriiiiig  a* 
«alitaat^  «f  the  ehmdter  of  asotereign  at«(f  rcchote  a  perioi^ 
^  •mtnijr  «xer<Ase  ocnr  ingeniity^  on  '  the  ooiomrs'  pereeptibto 
IA'  Uwr  )MiMf  j^ttgea&l  )if  a  falblef-  fortbe  iapei^sted  and  tka 
foelieal'ciitthfee  to  fender  attbi^toua  btstory  tli^  rival  of  n» 
nuLHtL    '•••    • 

Mtim.t'Pf^  i^bififL^i  tliree  niileafn>Bi  Bicester,  ori  Ihe  nortlfi 
iMStt;  la  avfliiidftiied^  by  the  handsonie  seat  of  the  EtoA  of  Jor^ 
aey.  'Hh  lohlfethtp  ha4  lately  enlarged  the  house,  and  baa  made 
many  tasteful  alterations  iu  the  gardens  and  gnAmfc.  Hie  ina* 
nit  was  part  <of  the  estaftesof  the  Lohgespes,  Earls  of  Salisbory; 
aid,  <m  the  ikilnre  of  male  issde  is  that  family,  H  ms  carried^ 
in  marriage,  to  Henry  de  Lacy,  Earl  of  Lincolnr,  b)<  KaiigaMt>  tbi 
bole  davgbter  andheir.  The  hiter  earl  O'btafned  fwrn  fidwaa^  L 
Ibe  grant  of  a  wtekly  raarkef,  (long  si  Ace  diaHs^,)  and  a  yearl:^ 
fur. '  Intbis  pteisb  tras  a  eastle,  snpposHd  to  have  beed  dMtei 
^  tbi  rafnt  of  a  Saacon  work.  Thi  struotntie  baimM|i^  to  IM 
Camvils,  in  the  reign  of  King  John ;  and  renmin)»d  mady  yisttd 
afternlbBl  oiher  cfMesrhi  the  county  were  demolislfed. 

•  T9W  periooif  AiDconnected  wilh  the  i»q«j  p»rUof  biatofy,  ace  OM«reia* 
teresting  tbau  Queen  Editha«  Columned  to  ase  the  wme  apardiieat  witb 
A  disaainful  husband  for  many  years,  she  endeavoured  to  blunt  the  edge  of 
fcom  only  by  the  j^ractice  of  humility.  Her  footsteps  were  enveloped  by 
Meihet'iborcr  daii|;«rbob'tf)in  ttie  tfery  ordeM  to  wbfeh  Qud^  IShima  Wat 
ittliyccted  (  yet  modelty  and  integrity  tnibH^  hi»f  to-  tr^d  nglK^or^itdi;' 
sod  to estefife eVergr  inmt9.  Tbe  pansgedf  Idgatplitir Mipeetbig tbii ffhifUfi 
^aeen  i»  sa  foicibly  detcriptive  of  be#  aiiaplicity  of  isanneDp^nd  stonpUriH 
meofs  of  iniad,  that  we  cannot  refrain  from  quoting  the  translation  of  it  s 
"  When  I  was  a  schoolboy  I  frequently  met  the  Queen.  On  theso  occa- 
Moa  A^  wosld  itop  oiq,  and  eiaaoine  ne  ia  the  ClaMics,  add  po^e  nM»,  with 
wondrous  readiness,  in  my  grammar  imd  logife ;  and  (hen  generally  ^tdkntH 
a  little  mSid  wbo  vkited  on  her.tb  gWe  me  tbne  er  Ibor  piedbi  of  tto- 
oey.- 
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SoM^RTOi^,  tbont  three  mtlbs  sobth  by  ettt,  tf  the  lovn  ^ 
Deddinglon,  was  poesetsed  by  tliQ  Anic  family.  The  estate  waa 
forfeited  to  the  crown  in  the  reiga  of  John^  by  Robert  de  Artie, 
who  aided  with  tite  barons  againA  that  kiog.  A  part,  how- 
oTer,  waa  retained  by  the  faaitly,  of  whom  it  waa  boaghl  by 
Grey,  Arehbiahop  of  York.  That  powerfal  prelate  bestowed  the 
property  on  Robert  Grey,  of  Rotherfiold,  and  his  heirs,  who  held 
it  nnder  the  name  of  a  moiety  of  the  maoor  of  Somertoo,  by  the 
aervioe  of  keeping  Dover  Caatle.  €t  waa  carried,  by  a  feaiale  of 
the  Greys,  to  the  family  of  D'Eincoort;  and  afterwards  form- 
ed a  part  of  the  large  poasesaions  in  this  eonnty  of  Jasper, 
Dokeof  Bedfeid. 

Dr.  Jaxton,  afterwards  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  bold  the 
living  of  this  place.  In  th«  chorch  are  baried  aeveial  of  tho 
Fermoia  #f  Tnsmore. 

Tho  manor  of  Soi;u>siN,  was  parchased  in  the  roign  cf 
Heory  III,  by  Ralph  de  Biay,  of  Philip  Baaaet,  for  forty  marka 
of  silver.  la  the  charoh  are  buried  several  of  the  foaiilj  of 
Googh ;  aoMMg  whom  are  Ferdinando,  who  died  in  1064 ;  and 
Richard  his  father,  who  died  in  1688.  * 

TusMoaE  is  the  very  desirable  feaid«Me  of  William  Fermor, 
Esq.  whose,  fomily  have  long  flourished  on  this  spot  Dr.  Plot 
mentions  soveral  cireumstanees  creditable  to  the  taste  and  ia* 
gennity  of  the  representative  of  this  antient  fhmily.  at  the 
period  of  hb  visit  to  Tusmore.  Many  Roman  coins  have  been 
found  here. 

The  neighbouring  district  termed  Bagmrd^t  Cr€€9i,  waa  one 
of  the  three  places  appointed  by  King  Richard  L  for  the  foi 
aathoriaed  toumamenta  that  were  held  in  England.*  Tho 
limi*hearted  King  retained  to  the  last  a  predilection  for  his 

native 

•  Sov«r%l  of  thit  Ikmily  are.  Ukewiie,  interred  in  the  clinrdi  of  Upper 
Peyford,  or  Heyford  Vf wren  ( Warine.) 

*  Thit  tonniomcm  it  nentioned  in  n  letter  Iron  Kicbnrd  {•  to  bit  attach* 
fd  iraendt  Huberty  Arehbi«liop  of  Canlerbnr^. 
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native  eoanty;  and  the  number  of  eross-legged  efligies  con- 
nected with  Oxfordshire  families  prove  the  ardour  with  which 
the  gentry  entered  into  his  cpmantic  views.  A  second  tour* 
oanent  was  held  on  Bayard's  Green,  in  the  33d  of  Henry  III. 
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1  HIS  County  has  to  regret  the  want  df  a  regular  hiitorian. 

Id  the  vear  1677,  Dr.  Plot  published  a  <^  Natural  Histonr  of  Ox- 
fordshire, Deii)|^  an  Essay  towards  the  Natural  History  of  England.'' 
A  second  edition,  with  additions  and  corrections^  was  printed  at  Ox* 
^d,  in  1705,  Col.  after  the  Doctor's  death*  by  his  son-io-law«  Mr. 
Burman,  Fellow  of  Universitv  College.  This  work  touches  very 
slightly  on  the  Antiquities  of  tbe  County.  Plot  was  evidently  a  maa 
9f  some  liarQiDfc  and  ingenuity,  but  a  wttnt  of  judgment  pervades  the 
whole  work.  He  sank  Ute  dupe  of  nearly  every  ctrcouMtance  that 
won  a  nMrveMoos  aspect.  Mysterious  progoosties  of.  death ;  Ikntas- 
tical  operations  of  presumed  demons ;  and  the  blessings  arismg  from 
the  coyel  togch^  to  those  afflicted  with  the  evil ;  occupy  too  maay  of 
his  p9ges»  and  cause  tbe  reader  to  look  with  suspidoo  oo  the  intelU* 
^eoce  conveyed  la  more  creditable  sections. 

The  agricukiieal  state  of  the  coonty  is  chiefly  indebted  for  iltustra* 
tion  to  the  <«View  of  the  AgriouUuie  of  Oxfordshire*  drawn  up  for 
the  Board  of  Agriouknre»  &c.  by  the  SecreUry  of  the  B<Mrd/*  (Mr. 
Arthur  Young.) 

•  A  Innsletiob  of  Domesday,  for  Oxfordshire^  hM  been  puifished  by 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Bawdwea.  .  ' 

Bishop  Kennet,  in  his  excellent  work  intituled,  **  Parochial  Anti* 
quities,''  has  entered  fully  into  the  history  of  the  town  of  Bicester,  and 
^  aeigliboQriojg  village  of  Amhrosden.  The  object  of  Dr.  Keimet 
ttaslhe  illustration  of  his  immediate  Oeijj;bboiirhood,  while  resident  at 
Ambrosdeo;  but  his  book  contains  hmts  of  iaformatioii  rdaCiveto 
many  other  Oxfordshire  parishes ;  and  no  hint  from  his  pen  cocdd  foil 
of  he»i^  v4.uable.  Very  few  writers  have  reared  so  es^able  a  fabric 
pn  so  aj>f0iently  ^{Kdess  a  CouAdat^oo.* 

Vou  XIL  « N  Among 

*  GoQg^  »%y9,  in  his  British  Topography,  "  that  he  hns  •  copy  oC  Bishop 
KsBoetft  Work,  wUh  large  MS.  addiiioiis  by  the  author."  Bat  this  Taluable 
cop  J  ii  not  oiiK>ng  the  books  bequeathed  to  the  Bodleian  library  by  Mr, 
Qough. 
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Among  Uie  <'  Occasional  Remarks'*  prefixed  to  the  sccoant  of  Fair 
ford  Winilowv,  published  with  Roper's -life  of  More,  are  some  obser- 
▼ations  on  Dorche^ter^  Bensington,  and  Etvclm.  Also  in  the  Pre£iCf 
to  Hemingfofdi  p.  57---d9* 

In  regard  to  Thame  school,  there  was  printecU  as  It  appears  for  prt- 
vate  use,  the  folfowiog  ihin  foli6:  <«Schofo  Thamcnsb  ex  fundatiooe 
Johaonis  Williams  militis  domini  Williams  de  Thame  ,1575.  God  save 
the  Queen."  This  book  coniains  the  Indentures,  and  deeds  of  settle- . 
meot;  the  statutes,  and  the  evidences  of  the  sciuH)!  and  atinshoiise. 
''The  only  copy,*'  says  Mr.  Gough,  ''that  I  ever  saw  was  m  Mr. 
West's  library,  now  in  the  King's.  There  is  another  in  the  Bod- 
leian." 

"  Tragi^omoedia,  being  a  brief  relation  of  the  strange,  and  wonde^ 
full  hand  of  God  discovered  at  Witney t  in  the  Comedy  acted  there, 
Feb.  3,  where  there  were  some  slaine,  many  hurt,  with  severall  otiut 
remarkable  passages ;  together  with  what  was  preached  in  three  Ser- 
mons on  that  occasion,  from  Rom.  1.  18.  both  which  tviay  sen^eas 
some  Cneck  to  the  growing  Atheisme  of  the  present  aae«  By  John 
Rowe,  of  C.  C.  C.  iii  Oxford,  Lecturer  in  the  T#wn  of  Witney.  Oxf. 
1652." 

"  An  answer  to  a  scandalous  Pamplilet,  entltuled  the  Present  state  of 
die  Free  School  at  Witney,  in  Oxfordshire,  &c.  by  John  Goole,  A.M. 
Vicar  of  Eynsham,  and  Master  of  the  Free  School  of  Witney,  in  the 
bounty  of  Oxford."    Oxf.  17^1.  8vo. 

"  The  Contract  violated,  or  the  hasty  Marriage.  By  John  Goole, 
M .  A.  Master  of  the  Free  School  of  Witney,  and  Vicar  of  Eynsham," 
fcc.  This  relates  to  a  marriage  between  the  author  and  a  daugliCer  of 
Dr.  Hudson. 

"  Strange  and  wonderful  News  from  BiscHer,  a  Town  m  Oxlhrd- 
shire:  being  a  full  and  true  Account  of  a  terrible  Tempest  of  lirht- 
ning,  rain,  mil,  and  thunder,  which  happened  there  the  twentyeth  Uay 
of  April  last  past,  and  continued  for  several  hoors ;  bnmt  moch  Cora, 
mome  barns  and  outhouses,  and  kill'd  many  Cattel ;  also  ipoyl'd  seve- 
ral PersoBSy  and  had  like  to  have  coosumed  the  whole  Tows.  1^9.'* 
Mo. 

The  "Blenheim  Guide,"  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Mavor,  is  one  of  the 
most  elegant  and  comprehensive  works  of  the  kiml  ever  pubKsbed^ 
and  contaiits  many  particulars  ndating  to  the  borough  of  Wood- 
stock. 

The  "  Custon^e  of  the  Manoor  of  Woodstock,"  is  inibltsbed  in  the 
jftthct  to  the  8th  Volume  of  Leland's  itinerary.  A  transcript  of  s 
roll  relating  to  this  manor,  t  Edw.  I.  is  at  the  end  of  Heame^s  ccKliuQ 
of  Robert  de  Avcsbury. 

"  A  short  survey  of  Woodstock"  is  printed  with  "The  Joit  l>vil 
of  Woodstock,  or  a  tru^  Narrative  of  the  several  apparitioos,  the 
^ghtSf  and  punishments  that  were  inflicted  upon  the  runpish  Com- 
missioaers"  ^c.  by  Widdowes. 

"  W,  Whatdjr'* 
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"  W.  Whately's  Semoo,  and  account  of  the  fire  at  Banbotyi  wUeb 
bumed  103  houses,  &c.  London  1630."  4to. 

'*  Crouch  Hill,  a  descriutive  poein,  with  some  account  of  the  siege 
of  Banbury  Castle/'  by  Mr.  Rusber. 

''God's  Terrible  Judgement  in  Oxfordshire;  a  true  relation  of  a 
woman  at  Atherburv,  having  used  divers  horrible  wishes  and  impre- 
cations,  was  suddenly  burnt  to  ashes  on  one  side  of  her  body,  wnea 
there  was  no  lire  near  her,  1677,"  4to. 

"Nitemoirs  of  Osney  Abl>ey,  near  Oxford,  collected  from  the 
most  authentic  authors^"  .&c.  by  John  Swaine,  Esq.  (of  Windsor) 

A  discourse  about  iF*air  Rosamond,  and  the  Nunnery  of  Godstowet 
with  occasional  notes  about  Binsey ;  written  by  T.  Hearne,  1718. 
Spicil.  ad  G.  Neubrig.  p.  730. 

In  the  Gentleman's  Magazine,  Vol,  XLI.  p.  S85«  is  a  curious  articio 
on  die  subject  of  Godstow,  communicated  by  Mr.  Gough ;  and,  in  the 
taine  work,  for  August,  1787,  is  a  transcript  from  the  Chartulary,  or 
Ledger  Book,  of  Godstow  Nunnery. 

Beanie  wrot^  **  A  Discourse  concerning  the  Stunsfield  tessellated 
pavement,  &c."  which  is  prefixed  to  Vol.  VlII.  of  Leland's  Uiuerary. 
Jobn  Pointer,  M.  A.  attacked  Hearne's  opinions,  in  **  An  account  ot  a 
Roman  pavement  lately  found  at  Stunstield,  in  Oxfordshire,  proved  la 
be  1400  years  old.     Oxf.  1713."  8vo. 

The  following  pamphlets  appeared  in  the  17lh  century,  conceraing 
operations  in  tlie  civil  war. 

"  Exceeding  sood  News  from  Oxfordshire ;  being  a  true  relation 
of  the  manner  of  the  apprefaendina  of  the  Earl  of  Birrkshire,  Sir  John 
Cunon,  Sir  Robert  Dormer,  ancl  divers  other  cavaliers,  in  Oxffiitl* 
iliife,  by  Colonell  Hampdeu  and  CoionelL  Ooodwyn,  flee.  164?.*' 
4to. 

**  Hit  HiglbDess  Prince  RupertV  late  beating  op  the  rebels  qoarfers 
at  Posteomb  and  Chimner,  in  Oxfordnhire ;  and  his  victory  in  Chal- 

rre  Field,  on  Sunday  morning,  June  18,  1643.   Whereunto  is  added 
Jobn  Werie's  expedition  to  West  Wickham,  the  Sunday  after, 
June  S3,  1643."  4to. 

"  The  LeTellers  (falsly  so  called)  vindicated ;  or  the  caie  of  the  twelve 
troops  which  (by  treachery  in  a  treaty)  was  lately  surpri«ied  and  de- 
feated at  Burford,  truly  stated,  and  offered  to  tite  judgment  of  all  un- 
byassed  and  wel-minded  people,  especially  of  the  army,  their  fellow 
•ouldien,  under  the  conduct  of  the  Lord  Fairfax.'*  4to. 

Tbe  most  important  publications  connected  with  the  City  of  Ox* 
Mace, 

''Hieanclciit  and  present  state  of  the  City  of  Oxford,  eootaloing 
an  account  of  its  Foundation.  Antiaolty,  Situation,  Suburbs,  divisioil 
by  WaitlB,  Walls,  Castle,  Fairs,  Religiouf  Hoosefi,  Abbeys,  St.  Fridet- 
wede^ ;  Ctrarchea,  as  well  those  dettroved  as  the  present,  with  their 
■ottumeotal  inscriptioqs ;  Mayor,  M emben  of  Parliaipeiil^  &o.  The 

SN9  whole 
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trbvM  phiefly  cxdketed  by  Mr.  Aotbony  4  Wood,  with  adfititAs  bj 
the  Rev.  Sir  J.  Peshall,  Biart.  London  1773/'  This  work  is  fsahtt 
Jisbed  by  a  plan  of  the  City,  enyaved  by  Lotismate,  io  1773»  un4« 
the  direction  of  Gwyn  ;  aiid  by  views  of  St.  Mary's^  ADSaintSy'  9ai 
St.  Giles's. 

Hearne  jbrinted,  }n'  the  appendix  to  the  Annales  de  Dunstaple^  Ko. 
VII  andVlII.  a  coj)y  of  John  and  Henry  Illd's  Charter  of  tiherties 
and  Privileges  to  this  City,  from  the  resister  of  Oseney  Abbey,  copied 
by  Mr.  Hare  among  his  MSS.  in  the  library  at  Caius  Coltege*  Cain- 
brWge. 

A  Charter  of  Henry  to  the  Burgesses  of  Oxford  is  printed,  from 
the  Cott.  lib.  Claud.  D.  II.  at  the  end  of  Lib.  Nig.  Scac.  II.  819. 
lTf2. 

Other  particulars  concerning  Oxford^  lb.  Append.  No.  VI.  51^7. 
613.683.  1st  edit, 

"  The  Passage  of  the  Treatic  for  the  surrender  of  Oxfotd  to  Sir  T. 
Fairfax,  &c,  1646." 

''  Articles  concluded  and  agreed  on  for  the  surrender  of  Oxfiord 
ud  Farriogdoo  to  Sir  T.  Fairfiix,  24ih  of  June,  1646.  Ixmd.  IW." 
4fo. 

Dr.  Birch  published  in  the  Philosophical  Transactions,  Vol.  LI.  p. 
699,  an  account  €i  the  black  assise,  from  Mertoo  College  Re^HcOi 

with  remarks. 

At  the  end  of  Boyle's  History  of  the  Air,  1692.  8vo.  is  a  rensler 
of  the  changes  of  air  observed  at  Oxford,  from  June  24, 1660.  loMaicb 
28,  1677. 

The  first  g«iera]  account  of  the  Uoiversity  of  Oxford  it  coatMcd 
in  some  rhyminff  verses  by  Trevvtlan,  or  Trerytham,  a  Franciscaa 
Friar,  t.  Hen.  vl.  published  by  lleanie at  the  enid  uf  ''  Historia rits 
Ric.  II.  Ox.  1729.^' 

In  the  year  1 564,  the  public  orator  of  Cambridge  expatialed,  with 
some  extravagance,  on  the  presumed  superior  antiquity  of  that  Cob 
versity,  in  an  harangue  delivered  before  Queen  Elizabeth.  Thisiar 
flMCed  Thomas  Key,  or  Cav,  Master  of  University  Coll^,  to  cooi- 
pose  a  piece  in  which  he  endeavoured  to  prove  that  the  IJoiveisily  of 

Sxford  was  foundul  by  certain  Greek  professors  who  acooaipuied 
rute  to  England.  Key's  work  was  fir&t  printed,  with  an  answer  vrii- 
tea  by  Dr.  Caius,  of  Caius  College,  Can^bridge*  by  Byiuieiiiin,  15(i^ 
4to.  and  ajoiin  in  1574,  under  the  title  of,  Assertio  Antiquitatis  Oxom- 
ensls  Acaaemiae  tncerto  authore  eiusdem  gymoasii :  ad  iUostfSS.  Be- 
einaroanno  1566.  Jam  nuper  ad  verbum  cum  priore  edtta;  cum 
fragmentb  Oxoniensis  Historiolae.  Additis  castigacfontbos  a«tbons 
marginalibos  ad  asteriscum  positis.  Inter  quas  libri  titulus  «il,  qii 
ante  oNtigatlonem  (qnam  editionem  secuadam  dldmya)  jniUii^  «C 
Omnia  proutab  ipsis  authoris  exiemplatibiis  acoepimusb  boimMacMBp 
mtm  (QrmMli<).''-^Hearae  rtpuUisM  it  with  his  <'  Viadida  AtttfqiH- 
f atis  Acad^iia  Oxduenaui  contra  Joaimem  Cginm.  r^'  '  ^    ■  "*"  " 


1,fST   OP  BOOKS^Iie. 

from  the  oHginal  MS.  with  additions  to  the  **  Asseftto,"  by  tl!«  author, 
and  otbef  copiouB  papers.    Ox.  1 730. 

A  Discourse  of  the  Antiquity  of  the  University  of  Oxford,  J^y  way 
of  "Letter  to  a  friend,  written  by  Dr.  Hutten,  Canon  of  Christ 
Church,  1599."  printed  at  the  end  of  Heame^s  Textd^Hoffen^is,  gjves 
ail  account  of  the  City  and  University,  but  not  of  the  Colleges  par- 
ticntiriy. 

"Nicolai  Fierbertl,  Oxofueiisi$  In  AngHa  Acadeihlaedescrjptio:  dd 
periUustrem  et  reverendu8»  D.  D.  Bemardinum  Faulinum,  S.  D.  N. 
Clemeiitis  VIII.  datariutn.  Komac,  1602."  12mo.— This  curious  tract 
was  reprinted  in  Leland*s  Itinerary,  Vol,  IX, 

"  Bryan  Twyne,"  siay«  Gough,  *'^ste  the  first  who  treated  the  af- 
fairs <n  this  University  lite  a  professed  Antiquary,  for  which  he  was 
reWardbd  With  the  pbceof  keelper  of  its  ifChtvcs.  His  Aiitiquilatfs. 
Aca4eMi«  Oxoniensis  Apoldgfe.  in  tres  libros  drvisa,  was  printed  at 
Oxf.  in  1608.  4to.  Hearne  boasts  that  he  has  defended  the  antiquity 
of  Oxford  with  irrefragable  and. undeniable  pcoois,  yet  Twyne  allow- 
€<i  the  iutbority  of  that  MS.  which  makes  against  it?' 

Tvy^  was  followed  br  Scot,  Laifgbaiine,  dnd  FulnMrt  \  hut  thb 
labour  of  «ach  was  eclipsed  by  that  of  Antfiony  a  Wood,  wb«se  *<  Hit* 
toria  et  Antiqujtates  Universltatis  Oxoniensis  duobusi  voluminibus 
comprehensse.  Oxon.  t  Theatro  Sheldoniano.  1674."  fol.  was  pitb*> 
rithed  at  ti)e  expense  of  the  University.  The  first  volume  contains 
the  Antiquities  of  the  University,  in  chronological  order,  to  1646 ;  t^c 
•econd  those  of  th«  Colleges. 

"The  History  of  the  Uhitersity  of  Oxfoi-d,  to  the  death  of  WillioiW 
the  Conqueror."  Oxf.  1772.  8vo.  is  Wool's  work  published  by  Sir 
iohn  PesbaUy  who  afterwards  published  the  **History  of  the  University 
of  O.vford,  from  the  death  of  William  the  Conqueror  to  the  demise  of 
Q.  Etabeth.  Onf.  1 773."  4to. 

William  of  Worcester,  who  was  educated  at  Hart  Hall,  drew  up  \t 
hwtOrJ  of  die  learned  men  educated  at  Oxford,  of  whi^h  Twvne  pub- 
iished an  extract  in  his  "Apologia;"  but  the  g^(;,at.  liistoriaii  of  tiio 
mcmhws  of  the  University  is  Anthony  i,  Wood,  wha^e  work  is  inti- 
tuled "  Athena^  Oxonieiises.  An  exact  history  of  all  the  writers  hnd 
Bfihops  who  h^ve  had  their  education  In  the  most  ancient  niul  f^Ttiotfs 
t'niveriity  of  Oxford,  froi^i  the  l5lh  year  of  Kin^  Henry  the  seventh,^ 
Dom.  1500.  to  the  end  of  the  year  1(590 ;  representing 'the  liirth,  for- 
Itme.  pitffevttient  and  death  of  all  those  authors  and  prelates*;  (he  great 
acddmttof  their  lives,  and  the  fate  and  cliaracter  of  their  writings. 
TowMch  atie  added  the  Fastis  or  Annals  of  the  said  University^  for 
the  san^e  time.?* 

The"  Athen*"  were  reprinted  In  1721,  in  two  Volumes,  folio,  con- 
(inued  down  to  Wood's  death,  1695,  from  the  copy  now  deposited  in 
tiie  Ashaiolean  Museum,  in  which  the  author  had,  with  his  own  hand, 
inserted  a  great  number  of  additions  and  amendments  ;  and  500  nev; 
lives  were  communicated  to  the  editors  by  Bishop  Tanner^  to  whoiu^ 
Wogd  on  bis  deativ  bed  bequeathed  it, 

3N3  '     U 
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It  II  to  be  r^gnstted  that  Wood's  greal  Biographical  flerfomiaficc  b 
muck  debased  by  prejudice  and  party »feel]ng ;  but  many  paiticubn 
of  explanation  may  be  expected  from  *'  A  new  edition  of  the  work, 
v'ith  additions,  and  a  continuation,  bv  Philip  BIi>s,  Fellow  of  St. 
John's  College,  Oxford."  The  first  Volume  is  already  before  the 
public. 

**The  ancient  and  present  state  of  the  Univemty  of  Oxford,  kc 
&c."  by  John  AvIiA'e.  LLD.  and  Fellow  of  New  College,  is  chit-fly 
compiled  from  Wood ;  but  Dr.  Aylifle  unfortunatelv  added  some 
remarks  of  his  own,  with  congenial  ac«rbt\y,  for  whicti  be  w»  de- 
graded, and  expelled  the  Untvef«ily. 

Gutch,  likewise,  published  a  compilation  from  Wood. 

Salmon,  author  of.  the  Modem  History,  printed.  In  1744.  an  octavo 
Volume,  containing  an  ''  account  of  the  present  state  of  the  Univcr- 
atty  of  Oxford,"  together  with  some^  noUce  of  several  placet  in  tbe 
county. 

*  A  mote  sati^foctory  vork  bat  appeared,  under  the  title  of  *'  A  His- 
tory of  the  Colleges,  Halls,  and  Public  ^uilduigs  attached  to  the 
University  of  Oxford,  including  the  lives  of  the  Founders*  by  Alex- 
ander Chalmers,  F.  S.  A.  illustrated  by  a  series  of  Engravings.** 

Five  nombera  have  appeared  of  an  extensive  work,  by  Ackemaan, 
intituled  *'  The  Historv  of  tbe  University  of  Oxfunl,  illustrated  by 
upwards  of  eighty  highly  finished  and  coloured  Engravings  facsimile 
of  the  drawings,  representing  exterior  and  Interior  views  of  the  Col- 
leges, Hull;:,  Pubhc  Building:;,  and  Costume,  as  well  as  of  tbe  more 
atnking  parts  of  the  City.**  The  work  is  to  be  completed  ia  tsienty 
numbers. 

Oxoniana,  published  by  Phillips,  m  Four  Volumes,  contains  roaoy 
curious  circumstances  relating  to  the  University  and  City,  partly  e.v 
tracted  from  MSS.  in  the  public  libraries,  and  partly  copied  frooi 
scarce  books. 

There  are  several  Guides,  or  Pocket  C^mpanimis^  to  tbe  Uaivcr- 
Sity  ;*  the  last  of  which  was  published  in  1812. 

A  Uni'oertUy  Calendar^  which  contains  lists  of  the  public  offcfts ; 
tbe  Principals  and  Fellows  of  the  respective  Colleges ;  and  a  variety 
of  satisfactory  particulars  connected  with  the  University^  is  publishea 
annually. 

"  Balliofergus,  or  a  Commentary  upon  tbe  Foundation,  Foondrn, 
and  AtTaires,  of  Balliol  College,  gathered  out  of  the  rrconk  tliea*Qf» 
and  other  antiquities,  with  a  brief  description  of  eminent  pcnim,  «ho 
have  been  formerly  of  the  same  house.  W hereunto  is  added  an  exact 
catalogue  of  all  the  heads  of  the  same  CoUedge  never  yet  exhibited  by 

any; 

•  Tn  ridicuYe  of  soch  works,  Warton  publiibed  "  A  Coaip«ii<Ni  lo  tbe 
Gaide,  and  •  Guide  to  the  Companion  :  being  a  coiDplele  tappleaeat  to  alt 
tbe  accounts  of  Oiford  hitbcrto  published,"  &c. — Ttiis  little  tract  eontaim 
ioae  bttiBouroot  remarks,  l>Qt  appesrs,  on  the  whole,  to  bo  anwoitby  tbe  tiae 
bestowed  on  it  by  so  elegant  a  scholar* 
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wuy ;  together  with  two  tables,  one  of  endowments^  the  other  of  misce)- 
iaoiei.  ByHenry  Savage,  roaster  of  the  said  Coll^d^.  OxL  1^8/'  4to. 

A  catalogue  of  the  pictures  in  Christ  Church  libr^iyy  the  beaelactiQa 
of  the  late  General  Guise. 

Notes  concerning  the  foundation  of  Mertop  College  ^re  at  the  end 
of  Kearneys  Textus  RofTensis,  jj.  408, 

Some  account  of  the  effects  of^  «tOT|n  of  Liebtnii)g  and  Thunder^ 
in  Pembroke  College,  June  S,  17t>5,  is  in  the  rhnosopkrical  transac- 
tions. Vol.  LV.  art.  30. 

^The  Apnals  of  University  College,  proving  WiHi^m  of  Durham 
the  true  founder :  and  answering  all  their  arguments  who  ascribe  it  to 
King  Alfred.  By  William  Smith,  rector  of  Melsonbj,  and  above 
tinrelve  years  Senior  Fellow  of  Ih^  Society.  Newcastle,  1728.'* 
8vo. 

The  case  of  Worcester  CoUegje, .  or  Gloucester  Hall  changed  into 
Worcester  College,  was  printed  in  a  bruad  sheet.  Loud.  1702.  A  si*- 
cond  edition  in  octavo  was  intituled  '*  The  pase  of  Worcester  Col- 
lege^ as  it  was  presented  to  the  Memliers  of  the  Hoqse  of  Commons." 
Both  were  written  by  Benjamin  Woodrpfl^«  D.  D.  principal  of  Glou- 
cester Hall.  '^  r       r- 

*f  The  ease  of  Gloucester  Hall,  in  Oxford,  rectifying  the  falsjt  stating 
thereof  by  Dr.  WoodroflTei  Oxon.'»  4to.  This  was  written  by  Dr. 
fiaroD,  master  of  Balliol  College. 

The  Body  qf  Statutes  was  drawn  up  by  Bryan  Twyne,  and  trans- 
lated into  l^tin  by  Dr.  Peter  Turner,  Savilian  Profiessor.  This  trans* 
htioDi  with  hirge  additions,  and  a  preface  by  the  Professor,  was  first 
printed  at  Oxford,  1634.  folio.— An  abstract,  for  tlie  use  of  the  mem* 
oer^  delii^ered  to  them  on  their  matriculation,  has  beeo  several  timet 
repriiiied^ 

PRINTS  AND  MAPS. 

Views  of  several  buildings  are  inserted  in  Rennet's  Parochial 
Antiauities ;  and  there  are  a  few  Prints,  relating  to  buildings,  among 
the  illustrations  of  Plot's  Natural  History. 

In  Stukeley's  Itin.  Cur.  II.  Plates  5,  6,  7,  8,  represent  Alcbester 
(Alauna)  Thame  (Tamese)  and  Banbury  (Branavis)  1724. 

Ditchley,  drawn  and  engraved  by  Sullivan. 

Mesars.  Buck  engraved  W.  view  of  Godstow  Nunnery,  1729;  E, 
view  of  Eynsliam  Abbey ;  $,  W.  Cold  Norton  ;  S.  W.  Clattercot ; 
N.  Miosler  Lovel ;  Priories  t  and  N.  £.  of  Broughton  Castle. 

Three  Plans,  and  three  Frontb|  of  Blenheim  House,  Vitr.  Britt  1. 
55— ^«. 
N.  and  N.  W.  views  of  the  House  and  High  l^ge,  by  Boydell. 

•^  The  oldest  r/ew  of  Oxford  extant  b,  probably,  that  by  Boefnagel, 
in  ffraqpiipivitates,  1572."* 

2  N  4  A  f  iey 
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A  Hevif  l»y  Buck;  178K 

A  good  tie#  of  the  High  9trt€t,  by  Tunttr . 

Oci^  set,  «ix  views,  of  0:t(brd,  by  Malton. 

Magdalen  College,  Bridge^  and  Tower. 

Magdalen  College  old  quadrangle,  drawn  and  ppblish^  b| 
Buckler. 

Buckler  baiL^lll&^ise,  piiblished.  The  front  of  Magdalen  Coll^ 
jCbapel ;  Tbe  Front  of  Christ  Church ;  Christ  Church  Catbedial ;  tU 
f*ront  of  New  College  CbapeL 

Bibliotheca  lUddiviana ;  Plans,  wlt^  explanations.  Sec,  by  Gibbs. 

A  View  and  Ffan  of  4II  Sunts?  Cfyurcb,  by  Burghers. 

A' view  connected  with«Oxford  ii  t^g^ilarly  given  hi  the  Okfbrf 
Almanac. 

Tbe  oldesf  Plark  of  the  City  of  Oxford  ^tant,  fe  tb^  included  ii^ 
Kalpb  Aggas's  Plan  of  (he  University,  1 578,  or  I57d. 

Saxton's  M^p  of  this  County,  including  Bucks  and  Berkshire,  wn 
inade  1574,  but  wantq  the  Hundb^ds^  which  are  supplied,  with  a  Plai| 
of  the  City,  and  Arms  of  the  Colleges,  in  Speed's  Map,  1610. 

A  new  actual  survey  wasr  published  1715.  by  Overlon,  with  views  of 
tbe  Public  Schools,  Stonesfield  Payement,  the  City  from  the  £,  aw) 
Blenheim  House  and  Bridge. 

Thomas  Jefiereys  engraved,  176Q.  Atew  Map  qf  this  county,  fiom 
a  scale  of  one  inch  to  a  ihile. 

But  (be  most  satisfilctory  Map  is  that  by  Richard  Dvvis^Tomri* 
pher  to  His  Majesty,  published  in  1797,  on  the  scale  of  two  mcMil^ 
m  mile.  An  attentive  examination  of  the  county  has  proved  to  us  the 
value  of  this  publication,  and  we  are  pleased  (o  find  that  fredi  copies^ 
with  corrections,  as  to  the  change  of  proprieton  and  occupiers,  may 
be  speedily  expected.  •     • 
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A; 

ADPE«BURy,    WUhP*    3tO; 

^  9W«  title  of  BtfMi  to  Ewl  of  Bo* 

4tfiester,  5ei ;  dej:»ye4  mMsioo  of 

Cobb  i^amilj,  fb.  j  Ibrinitr  teat  of 

licentioM  Earl  of  Rocbetter,  ib. ; 

fines    by  Pope,    «j:    iuppo^d 

rniiqu^  portraits*  ib. ;  cbnfch*  5i^^, 

^tSi  froc-M:bo«l,  Mifi  »  literary 

mtive,  53a. 

A4iwll  Cop,  3ta. 

Akeman  Street,    its  traces  in   this 

count j»  ll»1f« 
AlbaiM(St.)  Ball,  aocoantof.  S98« 

8S9. 
Akbesier,  Roman  •tation,  4S6 ;  sto- 
97  of  CaraosittS  and  Alleotas,  ib.j 
probably  constructea  by  Plaulius, 
5Sr  i  Boman  oquis«  &g.  foand, 
ib. 
^Idricb,  Dean,  principd  atchhect  of 

Peek  water  iqimre,  157. 
Alkertoo,  514;  Timothy  Lydiat,  a 

native,  ib. }  buried  in  cbarch,  ib. 
All  Souls'  College,  notice  of,  10B- 
115;  general  character  of  bnild- 
ittgs,  106, 109;  chapel,  109, 110; 
ball«  110,  111 ;  library,  111»11«; 
biogrspfaical  liotice  of  founder, 
llf,  113;  eminent  scholan,  114  ; 
emioos  custom,  114, 116 ;  society, 
how  constituted,  115* 
4AMdoC«s  of  John  de  Vere,  Earl  of 
Osfordy  M;  Janes  IL  109, 105; 


Sir  Richard  Sattqn,  iti;  Qt^^eo 
Efeabelh,  i5f ;  Cafharhe  Mari- 
tyr,  141,  142;  Sir  William  Petre, 
149 1  Dr.  Pfidftaor,  151;  Dk. 
Price,  155;  Sir  Leoline  jenfclns, 
15tf,  157;  Yhomas  lloTt)<*ram,  bh 
shop  of  Lincoln,  13B,  159;  Sir  W. 
I>>Arcnant,  161,  169,  ftT,  Aid 
tm ;  Walter  dc  Metioh,  ti%  1*3 ; 
AdsMi  de  Brom,  1 88 ;  THBmas  tes- 
dmYe.  191,193  ;  ftobert  ElSldifeld, 
19f,  195;  WUi?affl  of  1>ei1i4m, 
213;  Walter  Skirlaw,  bhbnp  of 
Dufharn,  215;  Sit  TNo^as  Boff- 
ley,  233 ;  Thomas  Ho\tfcrd,  Earl 
Of  Anifidel,  fS5,  256  ;  Pt.  Rad- 
clifle;  299;  Thonias  HariHtSt,  2^6; 
W.  Chiilingworrti,  2irr:  Dr.  Ed- 
wAd  Pocock,  258 ;  Attlhohjf  2 
Wood,  258,  259;  ChaHCf  Crokc, 
262  ;  George  Etherydge,  29y ;  A. 
Scrope,  508;  Longlimd,  bishop  of 
Lincoln,  351;  Granger,  537  ;  De 
ta  Field,  56.5,  .S65 ;  Sarah,  t)u- 
Chess  of  Marlboi'ough,  409,  4i0  j 
Dr.  John  Rogers,  439,  440  ;  Lo- 
dowick  Gretile,  517;  Camden, 
529;  Earl  of  Bsinbury,  5^0; 
Queen  Editha,  541. 

Arandelian  marbles,  notice  of,  tSS, 
236. 

Arundel,  Thomas  Ho#ara,  Earl  of* 
anecdotes,  23^5,  236. 

Asbmolean  Museum/  notice  of,  4S9« 
240. 

Assendon* 


INDEX. 


Aitendon.  cnrimis  laml  fpring  tbere» 
3M,  Sf$  i  almihonse,  Stt. 

A«»iae«  Black*  notice  of,  9d. 

Astal,  Barrow,  10. 

Attall,  491  ;  decayed  mansion,  4P1, 
49f  i  atone  coffin  opened,  498. 

Asterley,  manor,  4.o6. 

Astronomical  observatory,  Oxford, 
notice  of,  tH),  UU 

B. 

Badgmoor,  seat,  344, 345. 
Baldoiif  scot,  S86. 

Baliiol  College,  general  notice  of, 
lld-lfl;  some  account  of  the 
Ibnnder,  116,  116;  benefactors, 
117,  118;  character  of  buHdtvgs, 
118,119;  diapel,  1«0;  hall,  ib. ; 
library,  ib. ;  eminent  men  educat- 
ed, 1«0|  If  1 ;  society,  how  consti- 
tuted, mi. 
Bnlliol,  John  de,   some  accoont  of, 

116. 
I^mpton  hnndred,  471-499  i  parishes 

in,  471,472. 
JBampton  town,  480;  appears  from 
Pomesday  to  have  been  formerly 
a  place  of  consequence,  ib. ;.  ^rst 
mention  of  in  history,  ib. ;  manor, 
ib. ;  market,  481;  chuccb,  ib.; 
tithes,  liow  dividedy  ib. ;  casile, 
lb.  ; .  supposed  prophetical  noises 
heard,  ib. 
Banbury  hundred,  524-6S3 ;  parishes 

iu.  ftir4. 
Banbury  town,  5t5 ;  the  brannvis  of 
the  Romans,  ib. ;  battle  hear,  ib. ; 
Koman  altar  discovered,  ib. ;  suf- 
fered in  the  civil  war  of  the  seven- 
teenth century,  576 ;  present  as 
pect,  ib. ;  town  hall,  ib. ;  church, 
5i6,  5)^;  charity  sdiool,  bt7 ; 
former  religious  houses^  ib*;  re- 
naiiM  of  castle,  &t7,  6«8 ;  castle 
besieged  and  reduced  in  civil  wHr, 
598,  649;  bear  gnrden,  &SO;  in 
temal  govemni«nt,  &c.  ib. :  con- 
ferred title  of  £arl,  ib. ;  popula- 
tion, 631. 
Banbuiy,    Earl  of,    his  monument, 

344 ;  anecdotes  of,  6:iO. 
Barford,  8i.  John's  chapel  of,  5t3. 
Barford,  St.  Michael,    parish,  464; 
singular  inequality  of  sorfuce   in 
church  yard,  466. 


Bayard's  Green,  64f,  543, 
Beacon  hill.  3i>7. 
Beaumont  palace,  fyi. 
Bell  hatch,  residence,  339.     . 
Bciisiiigton,    village,    366;    antirat 
embankment,  ib. ;    church,  ^7; 
stone  coffin  found,  ib. 
Biceftter,  tonru,  633;  aspect  of,  &34; 
derivation   of   name,   ib, :    pfvitj 
formerly  here,  6J6;  Si.  Edbarf's 
well,  ib. ;  fidburg-Balk,  ib,;  nB^ 
kct,  ib, ;    aiiiieiit    obUtious,  6&>» 
.j36 1  pftpulation,  636. 
Biii6eld  hundred,  3^3-346;  parisbts 

in.  3<3. 

Binlield  heoih,  oak  trees  found  at  the 

bottom  of  a  poud  (hcie,  331;  a 

swallow,  or  natural  drain,  there,  ib. 

Biu»ey,  village,  436;   churpb,  ib.; 

well  o(  St.  Margaret,  ib. 
Black  BoiMton,  church,  479. 
Blandlord  Park,  seat.  63*. 
Bland y.  Miss,  executed  for  the  nir* 
der  of  ber  father,  accoont  of,  3t9> 
Blenheim,  descriptioii  of,  3964t6; 
the  hoiKNir   of   Woodstock,  hov 
granted  to  the  Marlborougb  twilj, 
396  ;   remarks  on  the  architcdanl 
character  of  the  palace,  ^97-109; 
hall,  400,  401 ;  bow  wiodtm  raeoi, 
401  i   Uttke's  dressing  rooia,  ib.; 
east   drawing   room,    401,  40t; 
grand  cabinet,  40%  403;   wiaier 
drawing  r«tom,  404  ;   dining  loam, 
404, 405  ;  saloon,  40j>,  406 ;  p^ta 
drawing  room,    4(»6,    4Ul;  Hsis 
drawing  room,  407,  4ti8 ;  library, 
408-410;  chapel,  410,  411 ;  tbco* 
tre,  411;  Tteian  room,  411. 41 1; 
eitem  and  division  ol  park,  4ly; 
gardens,  41V-4U;  park,  414^416; 
water,    415,  416;    grand  bridge, 
416,417  ;  colamaand  inscrtpiii«. 
4l7-4t3;  Akemaa  •treet,  its  pro- 
gress through  the  park,  41f^;  ait- 
teorological  phenonenon.  4tS,  414; 
China  gallery,  4«4 ;    high  lodge. 
415 ;  curious  eclio,  ib. 
Bletchingdou,  parish,  639;  aaatiee, 

ib. 
Blount's  court,  oaks  found  beoescka 

pond  there,  34S,  343. 
Blosham  hundred,  61  l-6f 4 ,  parishes 

in,  611. 
Bloxbam,  village,  611}  church,  511« 
61S;  statute  (air,  61f. 

^ocardoi 
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fiocwdo,  a  prison  fonnerly  in  Ox* 
ford,  S5J  j  supposed  door  of  Criin- 
mer't  rouni  of  confineiaeot,  ){54. 

Bodieot,  hamlet,  510 ;  native  of^  ib.  > 
chapel,  ib. 

Bodleian,  or  public,  libfarr,  OsfoH, 

Bodle^,    Sir   Thoinat,    meraoln    of. 

¥35. 
Br^dwell,  parith,  47a 
Brasennoto  College,    general  notice 
of,  I«l-if7;  when  lountfed.  It*; 
lonie  acc6u^it  of  the  founder,  129, 
IfS;  of  Sir  R.  Sauon,  IrS;  chnr- 
Icr  of  foundation,  ih. ;  character  of 
boitdings,    If 4,  If 5;    hull,    lt5; 
library,  lf5,  If6;    chapet,   l«f6j 
eminent  scholars,  196,  lt7 ;  expla- 
nation of  name,  lt7;  society,  how 
constiroted,  ib. 
Brtghtweil,  village,  9S7. 
Bntwell  hill|  traces  yf  a  castrameta- 

t:ont  316. 
BritwelJ  prior,  358;   mention  inha- 
bited b?  nuns,  ib.      ' ' 
Briie  NoVton,  village,  4«4;    mafior, 

lb.  I   church  much  nrgl^cted,  ib. 
Broadwell  Grot e  Hou^e,  47B,  479. 
'Bronuhiun  Poggs,  village,  479;  de- 
cayed   mau<)iun,  ib. ;  manor,  how 
held  formerly,  ib. 
Broughioii  camle,  5ff;  manor^  ib.; 

gold  ring  found,  513. 
BmughCoii  chorch  and  moimmeiits, 

513,  514. 
Brornie,  505 ;  formerly  a  monastery 
here,  ib. ;  and  a  veat  belonging  to 
the  C«>pe  family,  ib. 
Boiliugtoii  hundred,    t60-987;   pa- 

rbhes  in,  960. 
Bnrlbrd  town,  471 ;  priory,  47«,  473 ; 
picfores  in,  473 ;  church,  473  475  ; 
cnrious  inscription,  474;  mona* 
mem  of  Sir  Laurence  Tanlleld,  ib.; 
benefactions  bate  tutfered  from 
neglect,  475;  parith  register,  ib. ; 
free-»chnol  and  almshouses,  ib.  ; 
town  noticed  by  history  at  an  ear. 
ly  period,  475,  476  ;  obsorcte  cus- 
tom, 475;  a  curious  custum  btill 
prevailing,  ib. ;  internal  govern- 
ment. Ac.  476,  477 ;  Dissenters, 
477;  population,  ib, ;  natives,  477, 
476. 


Canal,  the  Oxford,,  41.      '  ♦  • 
Cane  Chd,  sear,  3.io. 
Caswell,  decayed 'mfln«ion,  484, 
Camden,  anecdote,  5*29. ' 
Caversliam,  village,  3^9  ;  Domesday 
account  of,  id. ;  vhurch,  ib.;  canons 
of  N'ottely  had  a  cell  and  famoua 
relic  here,   339,  S4«;    skirmishea 
here  in  lime  of  givi!  war,  340,  341. 
Caversham  hill,  a  mineral  spring  dis- 
covered at,  341. 
Caversham  lodge,  some  notice  «ftba 

seat  HO  termed,  34 J,  34f . 
Chadfifigton 'hundred,  492.511 ;  pa- 

rislien  in,'  493. 
Chadnifgtiin  village,  5ri9. 
Chalgiwe  village,  3d«. 
Chalgrove  Field,  skirmish   there  in 
which  Hampden  received  hi^  deatb 
wound,  358 ;  a  dsjcger  and  hatcbeu 
found  thfrc,  364. 
Chapel  house,  jtm  %o  called,  stoQe 

coffins  found,  500. 
Charlbury,  lown^ASf ;  parish  legiw 

ter,  ib. 
Chastletott,  seat  there,  !M  ;  barrow. 

ib. 
Chancer,  Geolfrey,  his  grand- dnnj^h- 
ter  mnrries  the  Ouke  of  Snfioik^ 
35«  }  a  supposed  residence  of,  379, 
3bO;  remains  of  his  residence  qt 
WoodsiocA,  3r49,  390. 
Chicliefe,    archbfshop,     blographicaX 

notice  4*f;  119.  11.^. 
Cbiinngwortii,  William,  native  orOk*- 

ford.  257. 
Chipping  Nerton,  town,  493 ;  of  note, 
in  the  Saxon  times,  ih.;    Romii|i 
coins  loand.  ib  ;  ervoneounly  caU- 
ed  Gdd  Noiton,  493,  494$  nwimr, 
494 ;  aspect  «l  tlie  town,  494, 495  ; 
cborch,  monuments,  6cc,  49&«497 ; 
•ito  of  castfe,  497 1  free-schaol,  ib.; 
almsbotties,  497,  498 ;  school  lor 
girls,  498$  remains  ol  a  monastic 
foundsiion,     ib  ;    formerly    scut 
roember»to  Parliament.  ib.$  inter- 
nal   govenimem,    499;    MitNiioA 
land,  it>.;  fairs  and   market,  ib.{ 
dissenting  meaiifig  hoascs,  ib. ;  pok 
polation,  lb. 
Cbislloliampum,  village,  380. 
Christ  Church,  general  notice  of,  13t- 
I4t ;   erigioal  design  Qf  fuDodcii 
133; 
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ISS ;  charter  larrendered  to  Benr^ 
Vill.  1S4;  f^founded  by  that 
king,  ib.;  beaeftctors,  i95*f  cb«- 
racter  of  boildings,  1S5-1S8;  ca- 
thedfal  198-142;  cbapef,  14« ; 
hall,  portrait*  in,  kc,  14^,  14S; 
librarjr,  pictures,  biiat^  &&  145- 145; 
theatre  of  anatonj,  146  ^  eminent 
scholars,  ih. ;  society,  how  consti- 
tDted,  154^  146,  aod  147. 

Cbttrches»  nooiber  of,  in  Oxfordshire, 
51. 

Churches  in  Oxford,  St.  Mary's,  94], 
942  i  All  Saints.  «45;  St.  Jeweler's 
in  the  £ast,  f  45-t47 ;  Carfax^  or 
St.  Martin's,  $^7 ;  St.  Clement's, 
!b. ;  St.  Ebb's,  ib, ;  St  Giles's,  \b. ; 
Holywell,  ^48 ;  Su John's,  sf«  l^er- 
ton  college ;  St.  Mary  Magdalen's, 
$48  {  St.  Michael's,  ib;  St.  Peter's 
in  the  Bailey,  ib.;  St.  AldaU's, 
t48,  S49 ;  St.  Thomas,  «49, 

Church  Enstone,  vilbse,  509 ;  church, 
510. 

Civil  war  in  17th  century^  effpcti  of| 
in  Oi/ordshire,  7,  8.  v 

Clarendon  printing  hoose,  t37,  938. 

Clattetcot,  remains  of  monastery, 
538. 

Climate  of  Oxfordshirt  dewrihed^  14. 

^^88CS'  parish,  446. 

Cole,  John,  a  native  of  Adderbary, 
5f5. 

Cold  Morton  Priory,  499,  500. 

C^Uegat.  the  buildii^  and  endowing 
of,  when  first  inirodaced,  81. 

CfUcn's  End,  visited  by  Cbarieal 
347. 

Conanz  of  the  Xbame  nnd  Ims>  379, 
38(1 

CoombeLodgp,  347,348. 

Coipva  Christ!  College,  general  no- 
tice of,  lt7-138 }  some  acoount  of 
4he  Ibander,  lfl7.189  ;  benefactors, 
299 i  character  of  boildings*  ltd, 
130  i  library,  130, 131  $  hali,  131 ; 
chapel,  ib.  j  eminent  scbolarsi,  131^ 
139 :  society,  how  constituted,  lt9. 

ComwelU  seat  there,  50S. 

Cowpeiv  bishop,  a  native  of  Oxford, 
•50. 

Cnnner,  arehbisbop,  pot  to  death  at 
Oxford,  95.  94. 

Cropredy,  village,  531 ;  battle 
ib. ;  a  native,  531,  53t. 

Crako,  Charkc*  Mecdotes  of,  888. 


CtoWmMb  OiihtS,  tilla^,  JNf. 
■  ■  Battle,  bamlet,  359. 

Crowsley  PaHr,  seat  of  John  Altym 

WriKfit,  Esq.  liMmbetforOvMf 

359. 
Coddesden  Pblace,  908. 
Colbam,  village,  380. 


Danes  i{i  Oxfordshire,  6. 

D'Avenaqt,  Sir  William,  a  native ef 
Oxford.  957 ;  anecdotes  of,  ibidt 
161,  and  169. 

De  Broro,  Adani,  anecdotes  of,  1118. 

De  la  Fields.  Ref.  Mr.  anecdotes  of, 
365, 366,       ^ 

t)e  la  Pole,  sooiie  acconni  of  that  fa- 
mily, 358,  JM  ;  remains  of  theit 
mansion  atJ&wclnOi  3^;  hospital 
and  school  founded  by,  355, 356. 

De   Mcr'too,   Waller,  anecdotes  ef, 

^  179^  173. 

De  Veres,  Earls  of  Qiifordsbire,  ac- 
coantof,5<-54. 

; — ,  John,  anecdote  of,  54. 

Deddington.  ibwn,  465  ^  nmiftor  of. 


ib.}  Qaititain  fomleriy  in  practicf# 
466^  pil^im's  hoose  lately  taken 
down,  sbrob  acobont  of,  46C,  4^ ; 
enrioQS  celloK*  467  ;  site  of  c«llf» 
lb. ;  Pieri  Gaveston  .Kived  Itcr^ 
W,  468;  church,  468^  469  j  ns* 
tives,  469 ;  formerly  sient  membei^ 
to  Parliament,  ib* ;  inter^  »> 
veromeu(,  469,  47fr  j  pari^  Hf^ 
ter,  4^0;  market,  ib.  ^  pOfMO&tiOQ, 
ib. 

Devil's  Coit«,  lAonomental  sfoncn  ^ 
termed,  446. 

DitchTey,  seat,  44*7  j  diiscent  of  Dfor 
pcriy,  447, 448 ;  architectural  Aa> 
racter  of  mansion,  44Si;  fiair,  4ffi» 
419^  breakfast  rooib,  449  i^  ^Am|( 
room,  ib. ;  green  paper  draWVg 
ro6ro,  450  ;  tapestfv  dratving  romoh 
460,  451  ;  green  Qamaik  drawing 
room,  451;  great  drawing  edosi, 
451,  459  i  Chinese  dniwing  roooy 
459  i  chapels,  ib. :  park,  46^ 

Doboni,  the  6i\gtua!i  ihhabUants  of 
Oxfordshife',  f;  origin*  of  the  t^ras 
Dobuni,  S ;  farther  pihticnibn  coa^ 
ccrning,  8-6. 

Dorchester  hundred,  368-380;  pa- 
rishes  in,  368*  369. 

Doivbeiifr 
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0«iBl9«icr  torn,  M9;  of*  gmt  fer- 
mer  oonMqa«oee«  S6f»  570;  f9r- 
meriy   encompMMd    by    a   wall, 
atO,  37 J ;  bad  origtnaUj  teTeNil 
.  dMirchei»  571  ;  add  •  caaCk*  ib.; 
.  M^ibankmeiiC  in  Ibe  npi^bboorbood, 
SruSfti  OjlMHiils«  an  antient 
dwihlm  eptisQdiiiient,   S78,  37S; 
KooHw  eDiiw   and  Tariont   iciacs 
found,   S7^  374;    abbey,    374; 
school,  ib..;   cburcb,  nu>numeni>, 
painted  gUiu,  font*  &c.  974*379; 
popalation,  979 ;  bridge,  ib,. 
Prayton,   putUk,   *'»U(;   descent  of 
^t9petty,  516, 517  i  deeaycd  ufn- 
■ion,  517  ;  ekiireb  and  roonvments, 
.  A17,  ^&S;  lingular  anecdpte  re- 
apeettng  a  ^raer  ionl  of  die  ma- 
nor,  517 ;    Eoman   coins    found, 
SIS. 
DwiB  Tew,  village,  story  of  a  woa^nu 
wbo  revived  after  banging  ibr  half 
Ml  hwir,  470. 
Unibnai,  bialiop  of»  bie  judieioos  ex- 
ertions for  the  beneit  of  the  poor, 
45,46. 

'  Walter  Sfcirlav,  bishop  of, 

-  WiUiam  of,  anecdotes,  913. 


wiihtl^tAif  ^enHall,  1,48,1149; 
benefaptofs,  149 ;  chapel,  .  149, 
150;  hall,  150;  library,  ib.;  g|»- 
deu,  ib»;  emifient  •cbpUr^  15^ 
151;  Mciety,  fi»w  cppstitotpd, 
151. 
Eyntham,  village,  436 ;  place  of  gr^at 
'antiqi>iiy«  437;  .^bbe^  ioiynde^^ 
ib. ;  reinaios.of,  433;  pi^c^KOt 
grnnteil,  438, 4^;  ttiuiult  biptveeii 
CQuntjry  pe9pJp  and  students  of  Ox- 
ford, 43^ ;  curious  afici^  cuili^pl» 
ib. ;  school,  ib. ;  Or.  Epgiers  ^  »%• 
tivc,  iW,  440. 

F. 

Fakcloagh,    Dr.  a  native  «f  Blet- 

chingdon,  539. 
Figg, .  James,  the  prise  figbter^  n  nn* 

tsveofThaaie,t99« 
FiUuns  HaU,  479. 
Flamming,  Richard,  bishop  of  Linr 

coin,  some  account  of,  1JI7,  iSM, 
Forest  HUl,  viUage,  §64;   MiACon'j 

irst  wife  resided  these,  ib. ;  chufch* 

font,  Sec.  965. 
Four  Shice  Stone,  ilOf. 
Fox,  bishop,  some  aceonaiof,  Iff- 

129« 


Editba,  <2tiecn,  anecdote,  541. 

Edmund  Hall,  account  of,  9t9. 

-Sglesfeld,  Robert,  anecdotes  of,  194, 
195. 

BIdsfiehl,  village,  f69. 

Eliaabetb,  Queen,  anecdote,  19f . 

Etberydge,    Creorge,    a    native    of 
Thame,  999. 

Bwelm  hundtad,  fl90-968{  parishes 
tn»S50. 

'  ▼iiltge,  950;   derivation  of 

name,  ib.;  ancient  ouinaioii  of  Sir 
E.  Cope,  951 ;  chalybeate  tprtng, 
ib.  ;  a  curious  echo  mentioned  by 
Plot,  ib. ;  descent  of  manor,  959 ; 
account  of  De  la  Pole  family,  359, 
353 ;  remaips  of  Manor  Place,  354  i 
Church  and  moanmenla,  955;  hos- 
pital and  frea^cbool,  3*5,  956; 
iUman  coins  fnond»  956 ;  gives  ti- 
tle of  viscoant,  ib» 
figflter  College,  general  notice  of, 
147-1.1^4  /ahmaqtar  of  buitdiags, 
147, 1 49 ;  flOM  uaeoaot  of  fiiander, 


OaningtMi*  a  bonsa  built  Ibuwbjr 
9ir  T.  Pope,  961;  cnoslitnted  a 
baiony,  ib. 

Oannt's  House,  an  antient  buiAdiog 
neat  Standfadce  so  called,  483, 
484. 

Glympton  vtUage,  456. 

Godstonr  Bunnevy,i4V8;  aeoonnto€ 
the  Inundation,  4«8,  499;  Rosa- 
mond de  Cliibrd  placed  there. 
4t9;  connection  of  Henry  tC 
with  Rosamond/  490;  probable 
eauic  el  the  contumely  with  which 
Rosaavtnd'a  remains  were  treated 
by  tl^  Bisbop  of  Lincoln^  491; 
naivutiue  of  ttie  removals  of  her 
coffin,  431 »  439  i  her  sons  by  Hen- 
ry, tbn  most  dutM  nf  that  mo- 
narch's issue,  4S9,.  439;  present 
•tatanf  the  nunnery  mina,  t490, 
494 ;  an  caamiaation  of  the  Obafh 
tur fiunmin  mhicb  it  u ^supposed 
Rosamond 
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'  Hosamond  waft  MktHfrt^,  4d4s  495  ; 
stnne  coffins  foand  on  digging  ■ 
channel,  4AJ;  eron  fotmerly  on 
the  bridge.  495,  4S6. 

Goring,  village,  with  remains  of  a 
Bonncry,  948;  Ikeneild  Street 
OQiu  Oafordshira  in  the  vicinity, 

Gostelow,  Walter,  a  native  of  Crope- 
dy,  Tiotfce  of,  3^t,  994. 

Granger,  Rev.  Mr.   aeeonitt  of  hii 
former  resideaee,  937 ;  particular* 
•   concerning  his  death,  tb. 

Great  Bourtun.  village,  bSU 
■     ■  Chesterton,  vilfage,  A38. 

•—-—Tew,  village,  4^9;  descent  of 
joanor,  459,  460 ;  farming  specu- 
lations, 460 1  church,  461$  disco* 
«erv  vf  Roman  antiquities,  46f  • 
464;  of  a  fossil  bed>  464. 

'  '  Park,  460;  formerlj  re. 
aidence  of  Lord  Falkland,  46U, 
461. 

Gieat  Tom,  the  bell  so  called,  weight 
ef,&c.]a^ 

Grevile,  Lodewtck,  singular  tale  re* 
specting,  517. 

Grajr's  Court,  seat,  349. 

Grime's  Dyke,  embankment  so  term* 
ed,  1«,  19L 

Grove  Cottage^  908. 

IL 

HaUa,  u  places  of  study  in  Oxford* 
general  aoconnt  of»  927,  XiS. 

Jfaowell,  village,  SlB  ;  manor,  ih.; 
decayed  mansian,  61 9 1  cborch 
and  roonaroenc  of.  Sic.  Anthony 
Cope,  519,990. 

Hampden,  the  patriot,  aocovot  of  the 
skirmish  in  which  be  received  bis 
deoth.wound,  968 ;  biogaapbical 
notice  of,  960.36'<» 

H ardwicke  House,  947* 

Harley,  Robert,  cieeted  Earl  of  Ox- 
ford, 64;  aonM  account  of  the 
Harley  fsmily,  64-68. 

Harpsdeii  Court,  seat,  995;  Roman 
ooias  found,  996:  a  ciicomvalU* 

-  church,  containing  n  cross- 

legged  eiigies,  9^* 
lla>net».T.  a  native  of  Oafoid,  9.16. 
Hasely,  psrivb,  564;  ancieni  diviiion 

Md  aigaiiicaiioiA  of  iiane«  ib. ;  de- 


scent of  property,  .964»  969;  U- 
Idnd  minister  heie,  965. 
<Li<Ue>  hamlet,  565. 


Headington,  village,  960;  appcait 
to  have  toreierly  contained  a  royal 
palace,  ib. ;  coBsijioted  a  bwooj. 
961  ;  terr4ce  walk  betsreeu  Head* 
iositan  and  Oxford,  ib  ;  stiry  of  a 
student  attacked  by  a  wild  boar 
near  Headington  Htli,  kb. 
Headinieion  Stone  Quarry,  i$^. 
Henley  on  Thames,  town  oC  9fS; 
antiquity  of  name,  ib. ;  situatioa, 
924;  bridge,  ib.;  cburcb,  3U} 
parish  register,  9r6,  St7 ;  paro- 
chial library,  3<7  ;  tuwn  hall.9f7, 
9<.i;  tlieatre,  9tt8;  fre»schools 
and  almshouse,  ib. ;  Parliamenis- 
rian  troops  quartered  bare,  ib.; 
account  of  Miss  Blandy,  9i8-S90; 
puem  written  at  Henley  by  Sbei» 
St  one,  990;  Roman  urns  foead, 
991;  market,  internal  govefwacm, 
and  populaiiurf,  ib.  -,  natives,  591* 
995. 

Hertford  College,  191,  151;  the 
scholars  reouived  by  Bishop  Sta* 
pledou,  151 ;  a  royal  charter  ob- 
tained by  Dr.  Newton^  i59 ;  ae* 
tice  of  the  buildings,  ib. ;  amioeot 
Khoiars,  ib. 

Hey  I  in.  Dr.  Peter,  a  native  of  Bar- 
ford,  some  account  of,  47 f. 

Heythorp,  seat,  456;  architectural 
uharacter.07-459;  hsJI,  457;  Ii> 
br:iry,  457,  4.')8 ;  drawing  leon, 
458;  small  drawing  loom,  4SK 
459;  grounds*  4.'i9 ;  c^pei,ib. 

Hevtborp,  church,  457. 

Holt,  Sir  |ohn,  a  native  of  Thane, 
biographical  metttioo  ol^  999-^)1. 

Holton  Park,  966. 

Hotikoorton,  village.  504;  proveib 
couceming,  ib. ;  battle  there  be- 
tween the  Danes  and  Saaoos^5Q>. 


liley,  a  village  near  Oxford,  967 ;  its 
curious  church,  967,  966. 

Ikeneild  Street,    iu  tmcaa    in  this 
county,  10,  IK 

Incorporation  of  the  two  nnivenilieb 
act  for,  when  peased,  96). 

Ipsden,  residence,  9MI 

liiSf 
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Uh  riffr,  iaproptUtyol  tlt«  term, 

tklip,  539;  birth  place  of  £dw«rd 
the  Gmicdsor*  $4Q. 

J. 

Janws  IT.  aoecdote  of  him,  lOf,  103. 
JcBkittSv $t#  Leolioe, anecdoto  o(,  ih6, 

Jnof  CoUege,  genoral  notice  of*  153- 
157 ;  foatided  hy  Qii«en  Klitabetli, 
J55;  but  cbietty  indebted  lo  the 
eieriiont  of  l>r.  Price,  ib.  $  toroe 
accuuac  of  Dr.  Price«  ib. ;  cir- 
eooMtiiooet  of  foundation.  155»i54; 
benefactors,  134;  character  of  build- 
iogS  IM^  155;  bail;  155;  library, 
155, 136 ;  chapel,  156 ;  curiositiet, 
ib.  eminent  tcholan,  156,  157. 

St.  John's  College,  general  notice  of, 
9»t,  307;  fonie  account  of  the 
founder,  tOl,  tiH<;  cnciinittHnces 
of  foondation,  itatates,  &c.  ftH, 
fliKi;  benefactor*,  9»S;  cliaracter 
of  bttiidings,  «05-«>5;  gardens 
ff(«5;  hall,  lb.;  library,  205,  S06; 
chapel,  VOo ;  coamiou  room*  tI07  ; 
f  lainent  ichoUrs.  ib. ;  tucietjr^  bow 
oooititaied,  ib. 

Joyce  Grove,  aeat,  S68. 

Jttxton,  Axchbiabop,  549. 


Kmej,  John,  a  satire  of  Bodieot, 
notice  of,  5«0. 

Kiddington,  iriHage,  451 ;  deicent  of 
propertj^,  453,  454;  inausion  of, 
4H;  font  in  which  il  ii  said  Kinp 
Kdward  the  Confessor  was  baptiied, 
454,  455  ;  church,  455 1  cross,  ib 

Kiiklingion»  538;  council,  proba> 
biy  held  there,  ib« ;  manor«  5;}8, 
5:i9. 

KooUys  family,  •ccount  of,  53(li 


Landboldefs,  the  principelat  the  time 
of  the  Norman  turkey,  47,  48 ;  the 
principal  at  the  prei ent  period,  48, 

hntf^y,  tradttioQ  concerohig  m  pa- 

taet  lher«,  509. 
Unglree  hundred,  S45-350  ;  parishes 

lib  345. 


Latchford  pirSih*   365;   dfcsceQt  oT 

maiiur,  ih. 

Latimer,  Ulvhop,  put  to  death  at  Ot* 
fold,  '.^3 

Lenfhai  William,  a  native  of  Hcv* 
lev,  biognphical  notice  of,  331; 

Lewkttor  hundred,  305-308  ;.  parishes 
in,  305. 

— — .,  village,  3«)5j  ffold  coiaa 
ftmud  there,  ib. 

l4l«c<)lo  College,  general  notice  of» 
157*162;  »ome  account  of  the 
founder,  1 57,  158 ;  license  of  foun- 
dation when  obtained,  158  ;  Ro- 
theram.  Bishop  of  Lincoln,  allow- 
ed the  merit  of  a  co-founder,  158, 
159;  benefactors,  159;  charader 
of  buildings,  159,  loO ;  chapel, 
160;  halJ,  160,  161;  library,  161; 
eminent  scholars,  161,  I69; ;  society, 
how  constituted,  16:f. 
— — — ,  Bishop  of,  seized  at  Ox- 
ford by  order  of  Kins  Stephen,  75. 

Littlemore,  remains  of  a  itunnery, 
268;  nunnery  sesl  found,  S69* 

Longliind,  Bishop  of  Lincoln,  a  na- 
tive of  Hi'nlev,33l. 

Lovel,  Francis,  Lord,  examination  of 
a  story  'cr*nceriiiog,  .Vi7,  508* 

Lydiat,  Timothy,  a  native  of  Alker- 
ton,  memoirs  of,  514. 

Lyoebam  barrow,  505. 

M. 

Magdalen  College,  proceedings  ar.  Fa 
the  reign  of  James  II.  lOir,  103; 
geuerpl  notice  of,  16f-nX;  some 
account  of  the  founder,  16t,  163; 
ciicomstances  of  fo&ndation,  163, 
164,  benefactors,  16t,  165;  cha- 
racter of  buildings,  hieroglyphic  fi- 
gures &c.  165-189  ;  chapel,  169 ; 
library,  HO;  hall,  ib. ;  honoured 
by  f«'»yal  visits,  170,  171 ;  plea- 
sore  gnmnd,  171  ;  eminent  scho- 
lars, I7f ;  society  how  con»tituted, 
ibid. 

Manufactures,  general  notice  of  those 
in  the  county,  4t. 

MapiednrhAm  village,  346 ;  seat  there, 
twlonging  to  the  Blount  family, 
ibid. 

Mary*!,  St  Hall,  Hcceunl  of^  9f9« 
430. 

Mmry 


liffbEti 


$30,  tSU 
lianton  ritUg^c,  f09«  S68;  Cteriei^ 

Croke  a  native.  26S. 
Mttfryr,  Catkariae«  anecdote  o€,  141> 

I4tt. 
Mwiboipagh,    Saniih,    l>tKhctt     of, 

anecdote  of,  409»  410. 
ICe^ey,  notice  of,  4C9. 
Merton  College,  general  notice  of»t72- 
.  178;  tome  accounC  of  the  founderi 
17 247 S;  ciiarterd  of  foundation,  17^; 
benefaetors,  173,  174;  character  of 
boiid'mgs,  174,  175  j  library,  175 ; 
halt,  175,  176;  chapel,  176,  177; 
'   eminent «ctio In m,  17T,  178 ;  soeietj, 
_how  constituted,  178. 
Middleton  Sloney,  541  ;  seat  of  the 
•  £arl  of  Jersey  there,  ib  ;  manor, 

ib. 
Milton, Great,  vUlage,  S04;  a  priory 

formerly  ttiere,  ib. ;  church,  ib. 
Milton,  Little,  British  coin  found  at, 

504. 
Minsier  Loveli  village,  $Or ;  decayed 
*  castellated  mansion,  ib.  ;  examina- 
tion  ol  a  stery  by  Gough  respecting 
Francis,  Lord    Lovel,    507,  508  J 
monument    iit    church,   508;    for^ 
merly  a  priory  here,  608,  50$. 
Mongewell,  Seat,  349  ;  Roman  Yal* 
lum  in  the  vicuiity,  ib. 

N. 

]Heedbam,  Marcbanont,  vepiMcs  9f, 
^.    447,448. 

Kethercot,  seat,  305,  ^06. 

^eUlebed,  village,  S67;  noticed  by 
Moriu*  Sb's  S()<^  i  lands  held  t|ipre 
by  peculiar  serjpantry,  S68. 

Kew  College,  general  notice  of,  178, 
l8d  ;  some  uccouiU  of  the  founder, 
178-180;  his  coqsprehen&ive  de- 
signs, 180;  benefactors,  ISO,  18t  ; 
character  of  buildincs,  IBI,  188; 
chapel,  ji^culpture,  painted  viodow€, 
&c.    18'^>186;  hall,   186;    .library, 

.  ib.;  gardens,  J§6,  187;  eminent 
scholars,  187;  ao'icty  how  comti- 
tBted,&a.  187,188. 

New  Inn  Hall^  accvuMt  of,  $51. 

North  Aston,  village,  470. 

KiHiebfira  CourV'nay^  seat,  268  (  de- 
scent of  property,  268,  ^ftV.;  park 
.     ,  yuB^  house,  S70;  pictures  and  iuie< 


«i6r  •mbatHshaeats    of  muM^i 
27  l-f77 ;  gardens,  S/7-f85;  ch«itfa, 
il7g,  k79; 
i  ▼iUage,  IMC 


Oriel  College,  fentoral  sotice  of,  IM^ 

191 ;  bat  little  known  coooeraini 
the  tbu!ider,  188;  cirromstanoes  of 
foundation,  statutes,  &c.  188, 189 ; 
benefactorit,  189  ;  charaotct  of 
buildings,  189,  390;  libfmry,l90; 
ball,  190,  191 ;  chapel,  191 ;  eai- 
nent  scholars,  ib. ;  society,  bow 
constituted,  ib. 
Oseney,  theobbej  of;  conretted  iatd 
a  cathedral  church,  91 ;  the  catb^ 
dral  translated  to  St.  Fridctiridf's, 
134. 
Ofmoor,  comiMn  so  caOed,  aocout 

of,  f8,«9. 
Over  Norton,  hamlet,  499 
Oklordshire,  general  description,  hli- 
tory,  topography,  and    local  cha- 
racter of,  1,  5^5;  gtographical  de- 
scription, 1 ;  division  and  popala- 
(ioD,  S  ;  Roman  history,  t,  S;  his- 
torical circumstancits  •ubse<]oeot  t4 
the  Roman  invasion,  S-8;  Roosil 
antiquities,  roads,  8cc.  8-1 S;  traces 
of  the  British,  Saxons,  and  Danes; 
i:^;  general  features,  character  of 
soil,  &c.  13-15;  natur;^!  prodoee, 
18,  16  ;  agriculture,  seoeral  notice 
of,  16-18;   tillage,    18;  miscella- 
neous Bgricultnml  remarks,  18.19} 
meadows,  pasture  land,  8ccl9-t9; 
implements,  antient  state  of,  ^ 
H^ ;    improvemeats   in,    ^4,  83 ; 
leases,  *5-f7 ;  size  of  Arms,  <7| 
rent,  tt,  ^8 ;  lithe,  «8 1  inclosiflf, 
wastes,  &c.  28-30 ;  live  stock*  30- 
3v  ;  woods  and  plantations,  3^-34 ^ 
rivers,  34-41 ;  canal,  41 ;  roads,  ib. 
manufactures,  4S| ;  slate  of  tlif  poor; 
4«-46  ;  poors'  rates,  46;  mode*  of 
teuorc,  ib- ;  esuutoo,  46),  41 ;  pnd^ 
of  l^nri^  ft ;  c^iAf  iaudMders  tt 
t)ie  (ime  <^  the  Norman  s«rve>,47i 
4K  I  chief  landholders  at  the  pre- 
bCfit  period,  4ud  mostrn^Bii^ 
seats,  48-50;  geo(sr»l -obamOM  of 
bMii^ipg*.  50, 5t ;  caimty  latei^fl; 
number  of  members  sent  to  Farlis^ 
meat  by  the  coonty,  93 1  carh,  his- 
torical 
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iJiC  ot;  in  tbe  several  haiidc«tfsi  Jic. 

Oiffr4»  citv  of,  its  sitnation  and 
.  geoer jU  character  of  aspect,  6n,  6 1 ; . 
remarks  on  the  etjrmologjf  of  iu 
DPUkPiv.  6i  j  fiuictfiii  o|>iiiiinis  .  of 
•ornc  writers  cnucernins  its  fWti- 
(^uiry,  61-«iV ;  much  rednccl  in  ihe 
time  ef  Aiilus  Plaatiii.s  6t;  ra- 
▼ajred  by  the  Saxons,  63  -,  St.  Fn- 
deswide's  founded,  ib.;  King  /V4- 
fred  resided  at  Oxford,  64  i  that 
Iking  supposed  the  founder  of  the 
University,  ib  ^  burned  to  the 
grofind,  Had  exposed  v»  various  ca- 
himiiies  during  theconQicts  between 
the  Danes  and  Saxons,  67,  63  i  cho- 
sen for  a  royal  residence,  69  ;  storm* 
ed  and  reduced  by  William  the 
Conqueror,  ib. ;  Domesday  account 
of  ihe  city,  10-7$ ;  Robert  de  Oi'&i, 
obfains  pcrQiissi<»a  tu  build  n  cast  le, 
74;  a  council  held  by  King  Ste- 
phen, 75 $  the  Empress  Mmd  be- 
sieged iu  the  castle  by  that  Lin^ 
74  76  ;  Hichard  X,  born  at  Oxford, 
76;  ^reat  fire,  ib.;  unwrhotesome 
state  in  the  time  of  Edward  HI.  8S; 
the  pirevalencc  of  a  plague,  84; 
Parlinroents  held  by  Richard  II. 
ib. ;  dreadfnl  pestilence,  87 ;  Cran- 
mer,  Ridley,  and  l«atinier  pal  to 
death  at  Oxford,  93, 94 ;  black  as- 
sizCf  96  i  earthquake,  96,  97  ; 
ptagne  prevailed,  97 ;  PHrtiament 
held,  ib. ;  transaction!,  during  the 
civil  war,  93  100  ;  Parliament  suoi^ 
aioned  by  Charles  II.  101;  extent 
of  citjr,  properly  so  called,  242  ; 
indndtng  suburbs,  ib. ;  not  any  Ro- 
BMii  cuin^or  relics  fouad,  ib. ;  di- 
rision  intoStreets  ;  character  of  do- 
jMitic  baildings,  Uc  S4i.  t^S; 
eoccrtain  when  6rst  encompassed 
by  a  virall,  periods  at  which  the  walls 
were  repaired.  See.  t4A-^43;  divi- 
»ton  of  the  city  into  wards  and  pa- 
riabes,  94.*^;  act  for  paving,  when 
obtained,  949^  principal  bridges, 
ib.  ;  town  and  county  hull,  ib. ; 
rnuaic  room,  249,  950;  Radcliffe 
mfimary,  950 ;  house  of  industry, 
ib. ;  other  charitable  institutions, 
9.V>,  ¥51;  schqpls  for  gr.;luitous 
e<lucatioii,  951 ;   disscuting    meet- 
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fhg  bosses,  ib. ;  ihinibcrof  >rclig|b«f 
houses  prior  to  ttie  Refbrmaiieii, 
and  strife  of  their  remains,  r5 1  ,?5f  ; 
palace  of  BeAiioonl,  95*?;  town 
and  coenty  piol,  involvbis  remntns 
of  the  castle  htiilt  by  l>e  Oitflri, 
9&9,<^S  ;  city  bnriew^ll,  9 10,  951; 
general  mnfket,  95-1,  9j'>  ;  penlty- 
less  bcMich,  «55;  imernal  govern- 
ment, '2.>6;  loerohers  of  P(«rlia» 
meiit,  how  chosen,  Hx;  natives^ 
956-9;^9.  r 

— ,  University  of,  diflPwHit  opi* 
niuns  respecting  its  foundation,  64- 
66;  aeconiuot  the  first  profesv^rs 
in,  66;  earl^  dts^n«ions  in,  66,  61 ; 
not  pro»peroos  daring  the  reign  of 
.\lfred*s  ^ucce}»!ti>r,  67  ;  treated  with 
n-glott  by  Will«Hm  the  C<Mtqaer<< 
74;  Ai»  flourisliing  condition  m  tlif 
reign  of  Riclwrd  I.  77;  the  sto- 
dents  (|oit  Oaford  to  eonseqnence  of 
a  tumult,  ib.;  grout  ntniiber  of  sfi^ 
dents  in  the  r^'ign  of  Henry  111.78; 
ihp  Pope's.  }'*gat0  treated  with  dt«- 
respect,  79 ;   confiicr  between  i  he 

-BtvdeBis  and  townsmen,  80;  \W^ 
St  idcnts  fight  on  ibe  side  of  tbo  ba- 
rons, ib. ;  Ike  biiilding  and  endow* 
ing  of  colleges;  when  fivst  isitro- 
duced,  81 ;  dispute  beiweeif  the 
University  nod  tlie  Bisbop  of  JLin* 
coin,  89 ;  many  students  rcltre  to 
Stamford,  84 ;  stale  o(  the  UoiTe»> 
sity  in  the  reign  of  Richani  11.  85; 
disctmtenls  in  tlie  time  of  Hear^ 
(V.  86  ;  state  in  the  reign  of  Henry 
V.  ib.;.iu  iliai  ot  lUnry  VI.  8% 
87;  Kdward  IV.  a.  friend  to  the 
University,  87 ;  in  wliieh  conduct 
ho  w»s  imitated  b>  Hicliardlil.  il>^ 
low  state  of  learning  at  Oxford  in 
the  reign  of  Henry  VII.  87,  88; 
st:ite  ol  the  Uitivcrsiiy  in  the  reigb 
of  Henry  VIII.  8»)  91  ;  state  in  the 
reign  ot  Edward  VI.  91,  99;  statb 
in^henignof  Marv,  9i-94;  slat» 
in  the  reign  of  Eliaabath.  91-96} 
state  in  the  reign  of  Jan>es  1.  97  ; 
loyalty  of  the  stedenis  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  civil  wai^  98 ;  n 
.visitation  of  the  University  ofd^reA 
by  the  Parliamiant,  99  ;  slate  dMrivg 
the  usurpation  of  Cromwell.  100 ;  in 
the  reign  of  Charles  II.  lai ;  /rtnte 
durlji;e  tlie  re\gn  of  James  li..iOt« 
9  0  t09i 
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•  inf  I  tf)iUlSUg  ttetuMt,  wMi  tKej 
reccirMi  tbe  rujal  approbation,  lOS ; 
)cgi<lttive  branck,  acaiunt  of,  lOS, 
KK;   univeraiiy  ofiiceri,  esplana- 

t  (ory  list  of,  104-106;  terns,  de- 
grees, ttecetsary  exereikes,  6ec.  106, 
107 1  total  nnmber  of  members, 
107. 

P. 

ParUbcs,  notice  of  thfee  iwlated,  49t. 

Pembroke  College,  general  account 
of,  191*194  {  eircunstances  of 
fovndeiton,  st4tutes,  &c.  191-193; 
benefactors,  195 ;  eliaructer  of 
buildings,  ib.;' clia pel,  ib. ;  hall, 
194 1   eminent  scholars,    ib. ;   so- 

'   eietjir,  how  coostiiuted,  ib. 

^etre.  Sir  W.  enecdote,  149. 

physic  gaideOi  Oxford,  notice  of« 
941. 

Picture  Gallery,  Oxford,  934,  tS.9. 

Pirton  hundred,  309^3«9 ;  parishes  in, 
309. 

Pirton  Titlage,  317 1  H.Roaeft  na- 
tifse,  318. 

Plinta  Ib  Bvffihigtou  hundred,  987 ; 
in  Le^rknor  Hundred,  306;  in  Fir- 
ton  hendred.  393 ;  in  BiiificM  hnn- 
ditd,  815;  in  Wooiton   Inindn-d, 

'  471 ;  in  Bampton  hundred.  4^'i  | 
•  in  Chadlidglon  hundted,  rilA,  51 1 ; 

*    in  Batibory  hendred,  55?,  .S33. 

Phnicliley    bundiir.d,   533-543;    pa- 

.    risies  in,  5K). 

Ptecock,  Dr.  Edward,  n  native  of  Ox- 
ford, anecdotes  of,  ^56. 

Pop^,  Alexandef,  Hnished  the  ilHh 
volnme  of  Homer  at  Stautua  Har- 
eoiirt,443. 

— ,  Sir  lliomas,  a  native  of  Ded- 
dingtcu,  469;  and  see  Trinity 
Colfege.  ^ 

Popoiation,  list  ofj  in  the  several  hun- 
dreds, 59. 

Price,  Dr.  aneedoietof,  153. 

Prfdeaax  Dr.  anecdotes  of,  i5l« 

PuMhiJI,  village,  391. 


Queen's  Calfege,  genera!  notice  of, 
194,  tfOl;  some  accDont  of  the 
foQoder,  194,  195;  citeani8t«iTce» 
of  liMndation,  chatter,  fieculiar 
■tatotef.  Ice.  195-196;  queens,  who 

•    ■         f  ^ 


heve  bMMuted  Old  cOMm  «M  ^ 
nefbctlMta,  il^  i  eibtr  Denefactor*, 
ib.;  character  of  baildiog»,  197# 
198;  dia^,  198, 199;  ball,  19^  i 
library,  ?b. ;  eminent  scholars,  199, 
^10;  Henry  V.  claimed  at  a  sto- 
dent,  «00, 901 ;  society,  ho«  cmi^ 
stiteied,  SOI. 

E. 

Radclifte,  library,  938,  939. 
IUdcIi£fe,  Dr.  anecdotes  of,  939. 
Radcnt   Bridge,  481 ;  conflict  thtte 

in  time  of  Kichard  11.481,  A%il 
Religious  Imoses  in  Oxford  prior  to  tht 

Reformation,  and  state  of  their  re- 
mains, 951,959. 
Represeiitatires  in  Parliament*  whee 

first  sent  by  the  university,  9f . 
Ricot  parish,  366  i  6to9litotcd  a  ba- 
rony, ib. 
—  park,  367. 
Ridlev*  Bishop,  put  to  death  at  Ox- 

ford,  93. 
Rivers  of  Oxford thire,  34-41. 
Road  Ehtstone,  water  work#  e(>  ^H^ 
Rogt*rs,  Dr.  a  flMtive  of  £yn*««i 

anecdotes  of,  439  440. 
Roll  rich  stones,  account  of,  500^  Wi 

^rarious  opinions  cmiccmtng,  50/* 

5(>l. 
Rollwfight,  Greitt  and  Little,  vtOagrH 

504. 
Rosamond  de  Clitfcrd,  circarastincw 

respecting  her  bowvr,  396-388;  her 

bath.  38rt;  for   fnrther   partic«(in 

concerning,  see  God^iow  Konacrj. 
Rose,  H.  a  ntftiveof  Hirtuu^  .118. 
Rosea,  effect  of  the  war  of,  in  Ox- 

ftmlshire,  7. 
Rotherfictd   Ptpperd    pmriUi,   54«; 

oaks  tbu  nd  beneaih'  i^  pond  tee* 

34')  343. 
RotherfieM  Gray,  parish,  343 ;  chotth. 

containing   a   burial  place  oftbe 

Knollys  family,  344. 
Rotheram,  Bishop,  anecdotes  of,  15^ 

15^. 
Rousham,  471. 
Royal  3ocicty,  originated  at  Will»* 

CoHcge,  in. 

S. 

Sandford,  villajre,  «58;  curious  ttik 
in  church,  ib.;  a  iMvceptory  ^ 
Temple'^  formerly  hcrcb  <^  ^. 
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8gmi»  Sir  Witlian.  «  aaHT«  of 
UrMioflDQ,  looM  acccNHit  of,  469. 

8crope,  A,  anecciote  of,  308. 

»«li,  Ibl  of  the  priodiwl,  4«-50. 

«»wp,  auiom  sort  of,  Ibraorly  nt  Ri- 
cot.  Si* 

ShiiEmI,  village,    etely   Pariiament 

^^held  thtfe,  Mt. 

^(^•ko  patisb,  S3ii;  chorch,  33«, 
Wj  'vicarage,  formerly  the  wsi- 
oence  of  Mr.  Granger,  »S7  j  ac- 
comtof  Ur.  Ormnger'a  death,  Jb  ; 
crypt  beneath  ancient  manor  hooie, 
341  ;|>arttb  register,  ihb 

»ipiae  Hill,  aeat,  338. 

MJPton  Paiuh,  af09$  aeat  of  the 
»«adeftimlly,ib. 

Mirtoarn  cattio,  318;  mention  of  by 
X«iand^  ib.  s  dewn|>tMm  of  bnild- 
ng^  and  notice  of  pietoree,   318, 

^     —  viQagn^  homUe  la  appear- 

2--~l4Mlge,3tO. 

gyycr  Hon»e,  Sear,  f 35. 

WifA,  Btthop,  aoHM  noeonat  of,  |ft« 

J«nertan,  tillage,  *#«, 
Jwldern  manor.  548. 
M(h  Stoke  Tillage,  380. 
'i>»mire]|,  medicinal  waUrmtmaedL 

348^49. 
"MdlaJto,  vvllace,  4et}  deacent  of 

Mior,  ib. ;  Blahop  Kepnef^  iiieo- 

tion  of  m  amgohir  enstom  here,  ib. ; 

conjeetnre  retpecting  thatdelotire 

•tatemeot,  488^83. 
*2jWph  chapel,  rHnaios  of,  380, 

Stinton  Harconrt,  village,  440;  aer- 
7»ce  by  %hich  manor  was  formerly, 
held,  441^  441 ;  remains  of  ancient 
^"  'mi,  441-445:  ohurch,  oon- 
l  imevesting  monuments,  443- 
^^i  acoonntof  two  lovers  killed 

^  lightaittg,  44^  446. 

«M«doi^  Bishop,  some  accoant  of, 

•4o» 

*eeple  Aston*  RonwD  pavement  found 

^cie,  0;  notice  of  village,  470 ; 

nee-school  aodalmshoose,  4f  0, 47 1 ; 

manor,  4tl. 
Mttple  Barton,  tome  of  the  Dormor 

fcanly  hnrsed  tfane^  4Tt. 


8tohts6eK},  village,  485 1  temtlated 
pavements,  a  Soman  Hypoeanst, 
4c.  discorcred,  495, 486. 

Stokeii  church  village.  306, 30^;  4e* 
rivation  of  name.  30^ ;  chnrs^  ib.) 
grave  decorated  with  floireia,  306, 
307  $  free-school,  307  ;  eaitbqnake 
felt  liere,  ih. ;  nnis  diseovered,  ib. 

Stonor,  Seat,  notice  of,  3<8»  gMtt 
iMme  to  the  antient  family  of  Sto* 
nor,  ib. 

Soffolk,  Alice,  Dncbess  of,  her  nio- 
anment,  3^.  , 

Sottpn.  Sir  Eicbard,  anecdotes  of,  183. 

SwsuctiC  parish,  iotrenchmentin,  5^f. 

Swinbrook  parish,  506 ;  decayed  mn* 
fion,  ib. ;  varions  ch^cidc^  t^ ; 
grove,  ib. 


TadEley,47t. 

Tadmnrton,  Ca^ramoCntioQ,  519. 

7«dale«  Humus,  aneodoCM  o(  10l» 

198. 
l^nnmhnhditd,  887-304 ;  pmisheshl^ 

887.  '^ 

Thame,  town  of,  ffS;  parochial  4i* 
visions,  ib.;  notice  of,  inDome*^ 
day,  888, 989  ^  events  there  doring 
the  civil  war,  889-998  >«hvi«b,  89f- 
895 ;  remains  of  prebendal  hotts8, 
1^95;  school  and  abnshoQKt,  i9.V 
897;  Anthony  Wood,  a  student  at 
the  school,  896^  997  ;  market  ao4 
fairs,  V97  ;  popolation,  M>. ;  alarm- 
ing number  of  paopera^  and  e«» 
pense  of  amistiqg  them.  897, 998 ; 
a  depot  for  prisoners  of  war,  896 ; 
Sir  John  Williams  created  Baron  of 
Tham^,  899;  natives,  tf99-:S0K 
Thame  Park,  301 ;  remains  of  abbey 
constitute  part  of  the  mansion,  30g; 
•ccoont  of  abbey,  30l,  3(W  i  f;ha« 
pel,  3()3 ;  Or.  Srth  Ward  protected 
in  family  of  Lord  Wenlnao,  303. 
Thame,    river,  Er.    Plot's  assertion 

concefnmg,40,4J. 
Thames,  river,  accoont  of  its  progrels 
through  this  county,  35-38;  fish 
prodaced  in,  39;  always  freeses 
iSrst  at  bottom,  39*  40  ;  when  first 
nmde  aaviieable  to  Qiford.  380. 
Theatre  at  Oxford  account  of,  836, 

837. 
Trinity   College,  general   notice  of, 
80  8  8CJ7' 
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90T-tlS  ;   a^nifi    nccouAt    of  the 
,    fbttodrr,  V!07-«O9;  circuinsUocet  of 
loundaiiopi  enduwrnent,  &c.  9<^9;, 

•  lteuct'«ciors,  ib. ;  cbaructer  of  build- 
;    iiigs, «i»9,  lilO;  ((ardeitf,  «10,  211; 

cbttpei,  ^1 1  »  Itall,  lei  I,  «lt :  libra- 
.    ry,  tit;  einiutriit ichoUrs  ib  ;  »o- 

cietv»  bow  coufttttuicd,  tltp  ViS* 
Tuiuiijre,  neat,  54t. 

•  I 

u. 

tJttiversiiv  College,  general  notice  of, 
'    tlS  £19  ;  futile  disputes  concerning 

•  iu  «iiliqu»ty,  tl3  ;  tuciety  oft  owes 
'  its  origin  lo  WilUatn  vt'  Durbam, 
'  lb.|-cirefini^iances    of  foui»dation, 

tfi:),  2144  iir>t  colicgiata  baikiiiigs 
I'ur  this kociet^y  when  ilui»bed,  til; 
bcnel«ctort,  ^t4»2l<»;  characier  ol 
buildings,  tiff.  S17  ;  chapel,  Vl7, 
«18;  library,  tlS;  liallt  poruaict, 
&c.  ib. ;  ccmiMMi  room,  buatSi  &c. 

.  tt  19 ;  eittineiit  scholars*  ib. ;  aociety 
'  bow  coiwtiiuied,  ib. 

Dntversiiy  of  Oxford^  for  general  at- 
cottut  of,  seo  (Oxford* 

W. 


ib. ;  eat/ies  in.p«ria^  Te^4er,Sl( 
314;  curious  scctai  ies  in  l7th  cea- 
taiy,  31 1,  SI5 ;  f6«r  children  pro- 
duced at  a  birtlt/Sl4;  Sondty 
school  and  benelit  sociely»  :>14, 
315;  eccentric  will  of  a  pablicsa, 
StS  l>iswiit«ng  neetiag  boaie^ 
315,  316;  popttl.*tion,  316. 
■     —  pariL  notice  of,  Stl. 

farm,  3I<».  3iT. 

Waynfleet,  Bishop,  some  aeeoaiito( 
1(3  ^,  168 

Weiidfebury,  &33j 

Wesion*  North,  descent  of  propeitji 
and  picsent  state  of,  303»9P4. 

Wheatfiold,.i«tfidcuce»  880« 

Wheatley,  Tillage,  «65. 

Wbicbwood  forert,  son 


Wadham  College,  general  noti.e  of, 
vf  t-t^7 ;  sonic  Mccount  of  .ibe 
founder,  VC3j  his  dcsigfis  cpra- 
pleled  by  bis  widow,  ib. ;  statute!, 
&LQ.  '2'2j  and  t^T  ;  benefaclors,  tt3, 
5^24  {  character  of  buildiug>,  ti4, 
iit?6;  gttfdeiw,  ^t5;  chapel,  t.'5. 
a26,  library,  t26 ;  hall,  iwrlraits, 
&c.  ib.  eminent  M:boUn,  t*2d,  tt7  ;  ■, 
lloyal  Society  originated  in  this 
bousr,  127;  society  of  Wadbaw 
huM  constituted,  ib. 

'W'udham,  Nicholas,  some  accoum  of, 
i»i3. 

Wal.ibcoie  house,  347. 

Water  Terry,  seal,  *J66 ;  many  of  the 
Curzou  fauii!y  buiied  in  ihc  diurch, 
ib. 

Wsitlington,  town  t*f,  309;  its  proba-  < 
ble  uutiquiiy,  ib. ;  by  whom  tho  ' 
luaiior  ua^'hcld  ai  time  of  Korman 

*    survey,    309,    31 0;    situation  and  I 
preheat   circuniuunccs,  310,  Sll ; 
descent   of   manorial   rights,  3i  f,  j 
312;  muLci  b«iu>C|  Sit:,  church, j 


33,  34 ;  numerous  poachers  to,  48. 
White,  Sir  Thonat.  some  acooaat«( 
«01,  t02;  poreliased   Olooeei'cr 
Ha»,«tO.  ^      . 

Whitchuich.    Tillage,   347;  dW«l 
.    reaidciice  to  Dr*  Waltis,  ib. 
Wiccii,  the  Doboni  so  teriaed,  6. 
Wickliffe,  Dr.  reads  kctares  at  Or 

ford,  84,  as. 
W%g«i;tou  Tillage,  5«3  ;  iii««»«"* 
in  church,  ib.  tesselatcd  jiaiwn€»«J 
and  Roman  coibs  found,  ib. 
Witney,  inwn,  4ftd;  goiieral  aspej 
ib. ;  blanket  uianol'actory,  485. 4«0; 
WaNhM  liall,  486  -,  K«e  scIkmiI  '^*i 
meeting   lately  held,  ib.;  chaccN 
487-489;  Ui^s^iitiug  weeliog  haa^di 
ib. ;    population,   ib. ;  one  of  the 
manors    given    to   Wiucheacr  by 
Bishop  AJwin.   ib, ;  aiade  a-  ^ 
borough,  490;  soiomn  joo*s  *JJfW. 
ib.}  aocideotat  a  dra««ticiepi» 
seiUation,  490,  491  ;  sufrred  ««« 
fire,  491. 
^  WuUy,  Cardinal,  his  moaificcot  cart 
of  Uie  univei>i«y,  88,  89  f  ««»"* 
of  his  caily  conuectiou  »•*»  ^'* 
his  iuieniions  GuDoeniiiig  d«  *•"** 
datton   of  airist  Chiacdi,  ib;  » 
authority  forsuppoMiig  ihalba*»* 
the  archiloct  ol  hU^hJca  tweC' 
165. 
Wolvtsrooie,  Tillage,  4^. 
Wood  wloilHMiy,  a  Bati%-e  of  Osbw. 

iinecduiea  nf,  ^,  4b».  

Wood  Eaton,  formerly  the  »«w«jr* 
ol  Sir  Aichard  Tavemor,  tCS  j  Bn- 

tikh  cviiu  loundAhPfCt  tlu4* 

\Vopdw«i 
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WMdeot,  libeity,  380. 

Woodstock,  town,  $81 ;  DOtiM  of  Old 
Wooditock.  SHi  i  oipect  of  preseot 
Covrn,  ilu;  Iowa  hall,  38S,  385  ^ 
cboicb,  Sb3 ;  paruh  regitter,  ib. ; 
p;i»miiiiir  •€liool,384 ;  nmnuUeturesi 
lb,;  internal governioeiiti S84,  S85 ; 
lueinbersreinrHedioPiirliamcntfUow 
choMt],S85;  Botiiny  Dis^ciii  ingiueet  • 
iag  bouse  here,  ib' ;  populition,  ib. ; 
giv^s  title  of  vi«coaiit,  ib. ;  kiiiKS  of 
England  ie»ided  bere  at  an  early 
period,  58  i,  386 ;  manor  boose  and 
Rosamond's  bower,  386^88 ;  bisto- 
rical  circviiittanccs  coniiecied  witb 
I  lie  residence  of  several  kings  bere, 
:)88,  589;  Quet'n  Klizabetb  con- 
fined in  tbe  manor  bouse,  39CW39I ; 
committioners  assemble  at  tbe  roa- 
iHif  bouse  by  order  of  tbe  Romp 
ParUatnent,.d9i2;  tlieir  sopersliiious 
alarms,  and  an  account  of  the  just 
and  merry  devil  of  Woodstock,  399, 
^3;  destruction  of  tbe  manor  bou^e, 
39  fr ;  a  coffin^  containing  a  gold  ring, 
4lug  up,  ib. ;  and  Unman  coins 
round,  ib. ;  extracts  from  the  an- 
tient  custcnns  of  tbe  nuinor,  :jiif5- 
S97. 

Woodstock,  Old,  382. 

W«MittOQ  buodred,  380-47 1  ;  parishes 
in,  381. 

Worcester  CoJlrge,  general  notice  of, 


tW-tU ;  biiik  «n  the  tit«  of  GIm- 

eester  Hall,  f ft) ;  the  ancient  pre* 
nrises  pnrclmsed  by  Sir  T.  Whil^, 
ib. ;  erected  into  a  college  in  eon- 
sequence  of  the  bequest  of  Str  T. 
Cookcf,  «90,  9f  1  ;  t/enefactors, 
291  :  general  character  of  die 
buildings  already  completed,  Stl, 
8«Si  chapel,  yS9, ;  hall,  ib.  ; 
library,  ib.  ;  eminent  scholars, 
ib. ;  society,  how  oonstitnted. 
ib. 

AVormsIey,  sear,  $t)i9. 

Wright,  John  Atkyn^,  Esq.  bis  resi- 
dence mentioned,  339. 

,  ^ir  Ifattbeiv,  r»attve  q£  Ox- 
ford, tb9. 

Wroston,  515  ;  a  pridry  foroiedy 
there,  ib.;  neat  of  the  Earl  of 
Guilford,  ib. ;  portraits,  ib. ;  |rar« 
dens,  ib. ;  church  and  moiiumeols, 
5:6. 

Wykebam,  Bishop  of  Winebcster, 
some  account  of,  176-180. 

Y. 

Yamloii,  villege»  Afd ;  descent  of  ma- 
nor, 4tf>,  427  ;  branch  of  the  Speiv> 
cer  family  resided  h«rr,  427  ;  mo- 
uumenis  in  chapel,  ib. ;  bequests  oi 
Sir  Thomas  Spencer,  ib. 


RUTLANDSHIRE. 


J.  HIS  ift  wdl  kdoVD  to  be  the  smallest  County  in  England ; 
bat  Camden.  nMtm  indined  to  make  it  appear  even  less,  for  he. 
eaHn  il'by  a  kind  of  doable  diminntiTe,  *'  Anglim  Pravmeiola 
MimMHi."  FuHer,  in  his  cjoaint  style,  says,  that  indeed  it  is  bat 
the  pestil  of  a  lark,  which  is  better  than  a  quarter  of  some  big* 
fS6i  bird,  haying  the  most  cleanly  profit  in  it;  no  place,  so  fair  for 
the  rider,  being  more  fraitlal  for  the  abider  therein  *. 

The  name  of  this  eonnty  has  long  been  a  matter  of  debate  with 
topographers :  and  Falter  is  of  opinion,  banishing  the  &ble  of  King 
SotI  t,  and  their  fond  conceit  who  will  have  Rutland  so  called, 
from  RoH,  the  FVen^h  word  for  awheel,  from  the  rotundity  there- 
of (being  in  form  almost  exactly  orbicular)  it  is  so  termed,  quasi 
Redland:  for  as  if  nalore  kept  a  dye  rat  therein,  a  reddish  tino* 
tore  discoUoreth  the  eartii,  stones,  yea,  the  very  fleeces  of  the 
sheep  feeding  thereon.  If  (he  adds)  the  Rabbins'  obeerration 
be  tme,  who  distinguish  between  AreU,  the  general  element  of 
the  earth,  and  Adamak,  red  ground,  from  which  Adam  wan 

V0L.XIL  B  taken, 

*  Stncroft,  ia  liis  Collectanta  Corioia,  qnotes  Fslter*! ''  ObtenratioM  of 
the  Shires/'  in  which  be  pertonifies  the  counties,  and  calls  Ralland  "  the 
dwarf." 

t  Wright  says,  «*  concerning  the  etymology,  there  goet  a  tale  of  one  Rs^ 
who  rid  ronnd  this conntj  ina day. 
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taken  and  named,  making  the  lattc^r  the  former  refined,  RaU 
land's  soil,  on  the  same  reason,  may  kiy  claim  to  more  than  ordi- 
nary purity,  and  perfection.  But  this  ingenious  writer  seems  to 
have  decided  too  hastily,  and  without  examining  the  soil  him- 
self, for  then  he  would  have  ascertained  that  the  red  soil,  or 
"  raddle,"  as  it  b  called  by  some,  and  "  keel''  by  others,  is  only 
to  be  found  in  the  southern  parts  of  the  county  about  Glaistoo, 
and  in  some  parts  of  Qkehara  Vale;  and  if  we  were  to  hazsrd 
a  conjecture,  where  so  many  learned  men  have  iailed,  it  wouU 
be  to  hint,  that  the  district  called  "  Rotelonde,"  before  the  Nor- 
man Conquest,  was  much  smaller  than  the  present  county,  and 
confined  principally  to  the  vale  of  Catmose,  and  the  deep  valley 
South  east  from  Uppingham,  together  with  Deepdale  on  lbs 
forest  of  Liefield,  &e.  from  whence  it  mig li*  have  been  called  the 
Rutt  land,  or  land  oonsisting  entirely  tddttp  wtMrn, 

There  is,  indeed,  a  topographical  objeotiDn,  h  part  to  this  clf- 
mology;  f»r  Goagk  is  of  opinion,  tetthe  whole  of  the  aacwnf 
Rotekmdc,  with  Hie  exception  of  Ridimgton,  was  ea  the  north 
side  of  tho  river  GQash,  and  oonfined  between  that  river  and  tki 
present  boundary  of  the  county  of  NeMingham.  We  ase  tsU  in 
Camden,  that  the  sonthern  parte  of  the  present  cowitj  are  to  be 
frnnd  in  DoRsesday  book  in  Wiekealai  Hundred^  under  Nortbaiip* 
tonaUre ;  the  others  in.  Northamptonshire,  the  sheriff  of  wUek 
eonnty,  by  statute  of  the  diet  of  Henry  ill.  wae  appoinled  B»* 
chen^r  for  this.  To  this,  however,  Mr.  Gough  adds,  thai  the 
naae  of  Rotebnd  makes  a  distinet  title  in  Domesday  (M.  898^) 
and  eon^nehends  the  two  wapentakes  of  Alfnedestoo,  wmt  Alrtie, 
and  MavliMesleie,  now  Martiasley ;  the  first  of  which  Mekded  tws 
hundreds^  and  hiy  half  in  the  wapentake  of  Thnrgarton,  and  half 
in  BroRton,  both  in  Nottinghamshire. 

«    In  the  reign  of  Henry  YIII.  we  are  told  ''  the  Shire  of  Ratkad 
lyeth  in  a  manner,  as  it  were,  in  a  roundel,  and  lyeth  partly  ap- 


^  Wic«l«esj  or  WicheUea.  now  WitchUif,  wMtber  «  wsptntske  of  Mo^ 

•mptonshtre. 
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OB  yfikaA  irster  from  Staonford,  to  the  rery  bridge  of  Roking* 
ham/'  ♦ 

Wright  tells  OS,  f  that  its  'dimensions  do  not  exceed  Weive 
miles  Id  any  one  place ;  it  is  now^  howeyer,  more  accurately  known 
to  be  in  length  eighteen  miles  from  north  to  souths  and  in  breadth 
from  east  to  west,  fifteen ;  its  circomferenee  being  nearly  sixty 
miles.  This  gives  an  area,  according  to  the  statement  diawn  up 
for  the  Hoase  of  Commons  in  1805,  of  two  hnndred  square  sta- 
tute miles,  equal  to  one  hundred  and  tweuty-eight  thousaai  statute 
wrea^  having  a  proportioa  of  eighty^t^^  penons  per  a6i«,  or 
16,356  in  all. 

Its  Modem  Dmsiom  oonsista  of  five  hundreds ;  vit.  Wraagdyke^ 
Eaal,  Alstoe,  Okeham  SAe,  ami  Bfartinahy.  Il  hais  only  two 
■mriiwt  towns,  Ohekam,  or  Oakham,  and  Uppimgkam;  but  eon* 
taina  forty-nine  parishes,  bebg  more,  in  proportion  to  Ito  iixe^ 
than  any  other  county  in  the  kingdom* 

Notwithstanding  the  oemparalive  small  siso  of  this  county,  it 
has  always  been  oonsidered  a  vahmble  one.  Droytfon,  iahiaPely- 
Olbion,  partieuhrly  addreskes  it  with  referaiee  to  ila  superiority 
over,  or  at  least  equality  with,  any  oiket  county  in  England. 

**  Love  nut  thyself  the  lem,  althou^  the  Icart  thou  art. 
What  thou  in  grestnem  wsnt*st,  wise  Nature  doth  impuk 
In  goodness  of  thy  soil ;  and  more  delicious  mould. 
Surveying  all  this  i^le,  the  sun  did  ne'er  behold* 
Brmg  forth  that  British  vale,  and  be  it  ne'er  sa  rue» 
But  Caimus  with  that  vale  for  richnemmay  compare. 
VHiat  forest  nymph  is  found,  how  brave  soe'er  she  be  $ 
But  Afield  %hevt%  herself  as  brave  a  nymph  as  she  ? 
What  river  ever  rose  from  bank  or  swelling  hill. 
Than  Rutland's  wandering  fTash,  a  delicater  rill  ? 
Small  shire  that  cans't  produce  to  thy  proportion  good. 
One  vale  of  speciri  name,  one  forest,  and  one  flood ! 

B9  Oh* 

*  Leland*t  luoermry.  Vol.  I.  fS. 
f  Wriaht^  Hisloiy  of  Rattand . 
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Oil  1  Catmtu,  thou  fair  val«»  come  on  in  graa  and  corOi 
That  Beaver  •  ne'er  be  said  thy  sisterhood  to  scorn, 
And  let  thy  Ocham  boast  to  have  no  little  grace. 
That  her  the  pleased  F*ates  did  in  thy  bosom  place  * 
And  Lyfield,  as  thou  art  a  forest,  live  so  free. 
That  evVy  forest  nymph  may  praise  the  sports  in  thee ; 
And  down  to  IFtlland^s  course.  Oh  1  M?»A,  run  ever  clear, 
To  honour,  and  to  be  much  honouPd  by  this  Shire/' 

TtieHiSTonvof  this  comity,  ia  the  earliett  times,  can  Bcaroely 
be  separated  from  that  of  the  aQiTDandtiigp  dtatricts.  In  the  BritiA 
times  it  was  part  of  that  nation,  or  people,  whom  theRoiisns  call* 
rt  "  Coritani/^  from  the  ancient  British  word  conmi,  or  comtii'i 
a  word  indeed  ef  doabtful  etymolo^,  hot  supposed  to  have  beM 
brought  into  Britain  by  some  early  inTaders,  who,  under  the  oiM 
of  CormUnuf,  m  noticed  in  the  Wekh  Legoadsf,  and  are  i^ 
corded  as  forming  one  diTision  of  the  three  great  evik  that  oasa 
into  Britain,  and  never  went  away  again. 

After  the  Roman  Legions  became  possessed  of  the  grestest  part 
of  the  kingdem,  this  district  being  snbdned  by  PbbKus  Oatartai 
under  the  Emperor  Ciaadins,  Rutland  was  included  in  their  diri- 
sion  of  Flama  Casarienns. 

During  the  Saxon  Hqptarcfay,  between  583  and  827,  it  ibnnel 
part  of  the  kingdom  of  M ercia,  under  eighteen  wicoessive  no- 
narchs ;  and,  after  the  union  of  all  the  kingdom  under  one  mooarcb, 
it  seems  to  have  been  the  p%perty  of  the  Crown ;  for  Edwam 
the  Confessor  bequeathed  it  to  his  queen,  Edith,  and  after  her  ^ 
mise  to  Westminster  Abbey.  His  will/ which  is  still  extant, 
says,  •*  I  will  that  after  the  decease  of  Queen  Eadgith,  my  ^"' 
sort,  Rotelond,  with  all  its  appurtenances,  be  given  to  my  mooss- 
tery  of  St  Peter,  and  be  surrendered,  without  delay,  toHhe  abbot 
and  monks  there  serving  God,  for  ever.'' 

So  anxious  indeed  was  Edward  to  secqre  this  obituary  gift  ^ 
the  monastery,  that  he  confirmed  the  donation  by  a  kind  of  ao- 

teriof 

«  Belvoir  Valfi  m  Notts,  tnd  Uscobi.  t  Vide  tbe  Tritdci. 
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tenor  i^,  along  with  maay  otberlaods^  as  appears  by  a  charter, 
bearing  date  at  Westminster,  on  tlie  feast  of  the  Holy  Innocents, 
in  the  2dUi  year  of  his  reign,  1064*. 

This  grant,  "  for  ever,"  was  nevertheless  soon  set  aside  by  the 
Norman  duke,  on  his  accession ;  for  he  resumed  the  possession  of 
Rutland  as  Crown  land,  and,  merely  allowing  the  monastery  to  re- 
ceive the  tythes,  divided  it  amongst  some  of  his  nearest  reialives, 
and  most  powerfnl  adherents. 

These  first  Norman  grantees  were,  Robert  M^ki,  who  held  the 
office  of  Great  Chamberlain,  and  whose  father  waa  one  nf  tha 
principal  generals  at  the  battle  of  Hastings,  after  which  he  was 
dtatmsted  with  the  care  and  interment  of  the  body  of  the  naurper 
Harold:  Gilbert  de  CUmt,  his  nephew  by  marriage,  being  his 
wife's  brother's  son,  also  an  officer  of  high  rank ;  Emrl  Hugh  ; 
Aubrey,  the  clerk,  and  several  others.  Several  manors  sko, 
whose  situation  is  not  now  precisely  knawn,  were  granted  to  his 
niece  Judith,  afterwards  Countess  of  Hontingdon,  and  to  Jf«u^ 
Oonntess  of  Albemarle,  his  half  sister.  It  is  evident,  however, 
that  considerable  royalties  were  reserved  in  these  grants ;  for  the 
comity  of  Rutland,  togeAer  with  the  town  of  Rockingham,  in 
Northamptonshire,  were  assigned  by  Parfiament*  (or  as  tiienmore 
nuButely  expressed,  *'  with  the  common  consent  and  onanimous 
agreement  of  the  archbishops,  bishops,  earls,  barons,  and  Clergy, 
with  the  whole  commons  of  the  realm,'')  to  Queen  Isabel  at  her 
coronation,  in  the  reign  of  King  John. 

In  the  reign  of  Edward  II.  it  appears,  that  the  Crown  was  pos« 
sessed  of  the  Hundreds  of  Martinsley,  Alstoe,  and  Bast  Hundred; 
all  which  that  monarch  granted  to  the  Lady  Margaret,  wife  of 
Piers  de  Gavestou,  Duke  of  Cornwall,  then  his  iavonrite,  and  to 
be  held  by  her  during  the  Royal  pleesnre.  The  Hundred  of 
Wraugdjke  was  then  the  property  of  Gny  de  Beauchamp,  Earl 
of  Warwick;  but  his  son  Thomas  being  a  minor  at  his  fhther's 
death,  Edward  gave  this  estate  to  Hugh  Spenser  the  dder,  an* 

B  3  other 

*  Vide  Dugdtle's  Mouasticon. 
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eUier  ftvovrfte,  mi  the  pleaof  ite  \mog  inMliiftelioftAf  aUl 
duo  lo  him,  of  67701. 

During  those  tran8aetioD8«  the  Hnndrad  of  (H^ebam  Soke  is  M- 
▼or  mentioned ;  and  it  is  ooojoetured*  that  it  then  fonned  part  of 
Martinsley  Hundred. 

From  this  period  its  history  eeases  to  he  general  as  a  ooprntf; 
Iwt  it  shall  be  noticed  in  particnlar,  under  the  Tarions  hesds. 

This  county  is  supposed  to  have  been  an  EarUom  seoa  sfter 
the  Conqnest J  for  amongst  the  witnesses  ennmeraled  in  a  chsrter 
granted  by  Henry  I.  in  1101»  to  Herbert,  Bishop  of  Norwich,  sal 
the  monks  of  the  Holy  Trinity  there^  we  find  the  name  of  <'  Ro- 
bert Comes  Rutland/'  *  This,  bcrweTOTj  is  the  only  instases  J 
that  na^e  on  Meovd,  and  we  belie?o  that  the  college  of  hsnUi 
aoknowIiMgo  no  Earl  earlier  than 

Edward,  eldest  son  of  Edmund  of  Langley,  fifth  aon  of  E4p 
ward  III.  so  created  on  the  2dth  of  February^  in  the  ISlii  of 
Kiohtfd  II.  1389;  hut  with  the  leserration  that  he  ahooU  aW 
the  title  no  longer  than  during  his  father's  Ufe-tiaBie,  he  beeQmi«9» 
on  his  demise,  Duke  of  York.  Along  with  his  title  he  obtaiari 
a  grant  of  the  castle,  town,  and  lordsbip,  of  Okeham,  ti^gelbcr 
with  the  ahrivalty  of  the  oonnty.  He  waa  also  created  Duke  of 
Albemarle  by  King  Richard;  bnt  on  the  deposition  of  that  hs* 
naroh  by  Henry,  Duke  of  Lancaster,  afterwaids  Henry  IV.  he  ns 
stripped  not  only  of  that  dukedom,  bnt  also  of  that  of  Yoii,  in- 
herited from  his  fiither.  In  the  7th  of  Henry  IV.  howofsr,  be 
was  restored  to  the  royal  ftvour,  aad  to  his  hereditary  dnkediai> 
in  addition  to  his  earldom  of  Rutland,  which  he  had  alone  been 
permitted  to  retain ;  and  soon  after  was  not  only  ea^doyed  skN^ 
with  Thomas  Duke  of  Clarence,  to  assist  the  Duke  of  Oriesai 
against  the  Duke  of  Buigun^yi  hat  was  oonstitnted  Justice  of 
Sohtb  Waks,  by  Henry  V.  and  General  Waiden  of  the  Esst 
Marches  towards  Scotland.  With  this  latter  monarch  be  was  in 
sneh  fcvonr,  that  he  attended  him  in  his  expedition  to  Fnace ;  snl 
at  his  own  particular  desire  had  the  command  of  the  van  at  the 

eftr 

•  Vide  Dagdale'a  MontsticoD,  Vol.  I.  p.  411. 


tv«r  mwonJMe  UtUe  of  Agincqwrt  •  In  tbis,  Jke  lieliitvad  most 
gaUantiy ;  nor  did  be  receive  a  wound :  "  b«t  being  corpnleiM^ 
MuDnglf ,much  bent  and  tbrnnging^  «^  Mpotiwe4  ^  deatb/'  Hf 
wnaaKaifbt  of  ibe  Garter^  and  in  tbe  frab^  of  tbe  tinea  fonndr* 
ed  tbi;  (foUegiat^  Cburcb  of  Fotheringbay,  in  Nortbamplonabii% 
Bem^friedPhiUjiia,  da^gbter  and  cobeireaaof  Jobn  Lprd  Mebna 
af  Daafter;  bat  leaving  no  iaane,  waa  aucceede^  bjr 

Skkard  PUmiagenet,  bia  ne^ew»  otoly  aon  of  lUcbard  of 
Cqoiabaifb^  Sail  of  Cambridge,  bia  brotber«  During  tbe  tem- 
piiUiona  leign  of  Henry  VI.  be  waa  tbe  dainiant  of  Ibe  Crown 
w  ^  aide  of  tbe  Wbite  Rose,  previooa  to  wbicb  be  bad  distill- 
gaiabed  biaiaelfmocb  in  military  afiairs  in  France.  IntheearJ^ 
part  of  ilenry'a  reign^  be  and  Someiaet  were  made  joint  n^enla 
of  tbat  kinfdom^  and  be  waa  afterwarda  retained  to  aecve  in  the 
wars  of  Frmiice  and  Normandy,  over  wUcb  be  waa  s^yyiated  Um»r 
teonnt,  and  oaptaio  general. 

To  ennmerate  all  tbe  eventa  wbicb  led  to  tbe  deatmction  of  ttie 
Ett§^  power  inFrance  is  bare  unnecessary  ;  but  it  appeam  tbat 
be  and  bia  frienda  attributed  tbem  pi>iAcipal)y  to  tbe  Dnke  of 
Somerset,  at  tbat  time  conaidered  as  tbe  king's  firmest  perao- 
nal  friend.  Tbnre  is  no  reason  te  believe  tbat  lie  gnve.any  ceio^ 
teaanee  to  the  variona  insurrections  of  Jack  Cade  and  othera  ;  hat 
it  is  evident  thai  be  took  advaali^  of  the  popular  disoyitenta  to 
place  tbe  Crown  on  bis  own  bea4,  aa  tbe  lawfalt  heir,  bei^g 
heir  male  of  tbe  ftaily  of  Mortimer,  Earl  of  Match  (by  hia  mt- 
tbo  Anne)  descended  from  Lionel  Duke  of  Claxnenc^  third  aoa^f 
Edward  Ul.  In  order  to  accompliah  bia  porpoae,  he  ^ppanrad  in 
anus,  profeaaing  only  his  ioliention  to  remove  ^il  couinidhwi 
from  his  king;  but  Somerset  bavii^  been  thrown  into  eonfine- 
ment,  and  the  popular  .indignation  anbaidiqg,  he  found  hia  de- 
signs not  ripe  for  execution;  and  the  king'a  forcea  innireaaing  and 
bia  own  diminishing  in  number,  he  sfabnutted  himaelf  to  Henif , 
under  a  solcnm  oath  to  be  aloynl  and  obedient  aub}ect,  and  waa  of 
course  perdoned,  aocording  to  tbe  lenient  principiea  wbial)  Heniy 
adopted. 

B  4  A  few 
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A  few  ymtu  lAenrards,  he  made  a  aeeond  attempt,  and  Imih^ 
aasisted  by  the  Eftrls  of  Sttlidlmry  and  Warwick,  racceedel  10 
&r  aa  to  remove  the  Duke  of  Somonet  from  the  miiiifrtry;  Init 
Henry,  tiien  recoTering  from  a  long  and  dangerous  yfaieea,  tn- 
mediately  leleaaed  Somerset  from  Hie  Tower,  where  he  hadlM 
confined,  and  took  Um  again  into  ftronr.  This  measore  ]if«- 
dnoed  poeh  diacontent  in  the  kingdom,  that  RIehard  wis  «ttMri 
to  raise  a  large  army,  and  soon  after,  Somerset  being  shift  io  tKe 
battle  of  8t  Albans',  he  was  made  Protedor  of  tire  Redffli  M 
having  gone  to  Ireland,  was  removed  from  this  high  ofiee^wba 
his  friends  Salisbury  and  Warwick  raised  fresh  fbrees,  aad-hsv* 
ing  defeated  tbeking  at  Northampton,  he  was  encoorigedtofe- 
torn ;  then  being  received  with  modi  popular  applause,  he  vent 
to  the  Furliament  with  great  solemnity,  ascended  the  Throng  vd 
openly  challenged  it  as  his  right  This,  however,  was  mrt  was* 
nimously  agreed  to ;  so  tbat,  after  long  deliberation,  he  was  <Mi^* 
ed  to  be  conteut  with  a  resolution  of  Parliament,  that  he  wan  htk 
i^parentto  the  Crown,  after  the  demise  of  Henry.  Soon  afterthii^ 
intelligence  was  brought  him  tbat  Margaret  of  Anjou  had  lused 
-a  force  in  Uie  north  to  oppose  this  order  of  succession :  he  iiiaie- 
-diately  marched  to  attack  her ;  but  being  himself  attacked  by  the 
queen's  army,  before  he  bad  collecled  a  sufficient  body  of  troop, 
he  was  killed  at  thebattie  of  Wakefield  in  Yoikshire,  in  140^. 
By  Cecily  his  wife,  daughter  of  Ralph  Nevil  the  first  £ari  of 
Wertmoreland  of  that  name,  (and  commonly  called  "  the  Rose  ff 
lUby,*^)  he  had  a  numerous  family.  Bdward  his  eldest  ssceuded 
tiie  Throne;  and  Edmund  bis  second  son,  who,  a  short  tine  be> 
Ibre  had  been  created  Earl  of  Rutland,  was  stabbed  by  iMi 
dififi>rd,  after  the  batUe,  though  only  a  boy  of  twelve  yesisoM. 

The  title  of  Rutland  thus  became  extinct  in  the  Royal  mtk 
line;  but  4une,  the  eldest  sister  of  Edward  IV.  and  of  the  biA 
Barl,  having  married  Sir  Thomas  St  L^er,  she  had  to  bin 
one  sole  daugbt^  and  heiress,  Anne,  who  married  Georgo  Mss- 
ners.  Lord  Boos,  and  their  eldest  son  Thomas,  Lord  Roos,  was 
advanced  to  the  dignity  of  an  Earl,  taking  his  tide  finom  this  csaa* 

ty,  on  the  28tb  Juue,  m  the  I7tb  of  Heory  VIII.  IS&i. 

Tho 
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Tte  mceMsive  Bftila  and  Dakes  of  tliit  noble  (ftmily  will  be 
ibuiid  at  large  in  the  various  peeragea ;  we  shall,  therefore^  only 
noHoe  the  giairfaon  of  tiie  first  EarU  Edward,  the  third  Earl  of  the 
Manners  family,  of  whom  it  has  been  said,  that  his  specnlatif  e 
knowledge,  that  gaye  light  to  the  most  dark  and  difficult  propo* 
mIs,  became  ^lipsed  by  tiie  more  dazzling  lustre  of  his  own  prac« 
ties  and  esKperimeotal  prudence ;  which,  (together  with  the  alii* 
nnee.to  ny  Lord  Burleigh  who  had  married  his  dangliter,)  htA 
voted  him  to  Bromley's  place ;  but  that  they  both  sickened  and 
died  in  one  Week.  He  left  these  four  advices  behind  him :  first. 
Be  aiways  employed;  second.  Look  to  the  issue;  third.  Be  fur-' 
nkkedmih  a  friend;  fourth,  Refied  upon  thyself  * 

The  Property  of  this  coanty,  we  have  seen,  was  at  first  in  the 
Crowm;  afterwards  in  the  Church,  but  reduced  by  the  Norman 
€onqperor,  first  to  the  whole  tythes,  and  afterwards  to  those  of 
the  Ohurob  of  Oakham  only. 

In  ordw  to  give  a  general  view  of  the  Landed  Famiies,  after 
the  praperty  became  more  divided,  we  shall  insert  a  list  of  the 
gentry  of  tbia  county  returned  by  the  commissioners  in  the  IStli 
of  Henry  VI.  forming  at  the  same  time  a  point  for  genealogical 
reference  and  enquiry. 

These  were,  Thomas  Grenbam,  and  William  Beaufo,  Knights 
of  the  Shire;  John  Basinges  of  Empingham,  Knt;  John  Cole- 
pepper  of  Exton,  Henry  Plesington  of  Burley,  Knts. ;  Robert 
Brown  of  Wodehead,  Esq.;  Robert  Davis  of  Tickencote,  Esq. ; 
John  Brown  of  Tighe,  Esq. ;  John  Plesington  of  Wissendine^ 
Esq.;  Thomas  Flore  of  Oakham,  Esq. ;  Francis  Clerk  of  Stoke- 
dry,  Esq. ;  John  Chycelden  of  Branston,  Esq. ;  John  Sapcott  of 
Kettott,  merchant;  Jolin  Clerk  of  Wissendine,  merchant;  Robert 
Whitwell  of  Ketton,  Gent ;  Wm.  Lewes  of  Oakham,  Qent. ;  John 
Brigge  of  ditto^  ditto;  John  Basset  of  North  Lulfenham,  Gent.; 
Jamea  Palmer,  and  John  Palmer  of  ditto,  ditto ;  William  Sheffield 
of  Seaton^  Gent ;  Robert  Soussex,  of  Market  Overton,  Gent ; 
John  Vowe,  of  Whitwell,  Gent ;  William  Pochon,  of  Wissen* 
dine,   Gent;  William  Swaffield,  of  Braunstoo,  Gent;  Henry 

Breton, 
•  Lloyd's  Sute  Worthies,  Vol.  I.  p.  557. 
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BratOD,  ^f  Ketton,  Gait;  WiUiaa  Ufiitftoll,  fl£  Piil0B»  Ottt; 
Tliomas  Lttffiiahain«  of  Wiogt,  Qeat 

8iac8  that  period  great  chai^et^  li«re  iMbeA  pkce,  as  irittif- 
petr  under  the  vurious  heads ;  the  pceeeiit  piiiicf|Nd  J^niimUkn 
ut  as  follow : 

Duke  of  Rutland,  Marquis  of  Exeter,  Marquis  of  Saliihify, 
Earl  of  Winchelsea,  Earl  of  UarbonHigh,  Earl  of  Ponirat^  Vii- 
•ount  Downe,  Lord  Sondes,  Lord  Northwidt,  hvti  CL  H.  Ci* 
veudisb,  Hon.  John  Monckton,  Sir  Gilbert  Heathcote,  Bart  Sir 
John  Smith,  Bart.  Dew  and  Chapter  of  Westminster^  Dean  ssi 
Chapter  of  Lincoln,  General  Morgan,  Calonel  Nod,  Geoigc 
Fludyer,  Esq.  Thomas  Baiiber,  Esq.  WlUiam  Waleat,  Ei^ 
Brancis  Cheselden,  Esq.  WilUam  Kemp,  Esq.  Rahert  WaDur, 
Esq.  Miss  Ashley,  Nathaniel  Tryon,  Esq.  Mm  BsUaits^  Jbf. 
John  Wingfield,  Esq,  Henry  O'Brteii,  Esq.  C.  B.  Adderiey,  Ei^ 

In  a  oonnty  of  aueh  sum  :!  exieatthe  Seat$  of  tiienshilityia' 
gentry  cannot  be  supposed  to  be  very  numerous ;  these  aiu, 

Ayitcn,  near  Uppingliam,  George  B.  Bradenell,  Esq. 
BurUigh'Cn'the'HUl,  Earl  of  Winchelsea. 
Clipsham,  near  to,  John  Hack,  Esq. 

I  Rev. Snow. 

Cotsmore'Howe,  a  hunting-seat  of  tbe  Earl  of  Lonsdale. 

Ext(m,  Col.  Noel. 

Edithwe$t<m,  near  to,  Robert  Tomlin,  Esq. 

■  —  Walden  Orme,  Esq. 

Glaiston,  occupied  by  Henry  O'Brien,  Esq. 
Hambleton,  Captain  Gardner. 
Ketton,  an  old  mansion  of  Lord  Northwick's. 
Toletkorpe  House,  Mrs.  Brown. 
lApuden,  Thomas  Barker,  Esq. 
Morcot,  Nathaniel  Tryon,  Esq. 
Normanton,  Sir  Gilbert  Heathcote,  Bart. 
Oakham  Lodge,  seat  of  Colonel  Noel. 
Fihon,  R.  G.  Bateman,  Esq. 
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Jp9t$im,  WiUiim  IMgiwve,  Ei^. 

■■■  ■   ■■ '  '  p<ir  to,  Rev. StiieUk 

JUdtiii^tOlit  Fraiow  Cli««dd«Q,  Baq. 

iiSfCfl!,  MtttbM  PiempoiAl^  E^* 

Smik  iM^fimknm,  TboMV  HoloUys^  £■«• 

Ifdfcam*;  JohA  WisgfiaM.  Eif. 

TlaoMr,  Httry  0*Bri«D,  Etq» 

Ujppmglum  near  to,  C.  B.  AiMeriey,  Eiq. 

WuMnih^,  an  oM  tmooaqpied  manuoD  of  Earl  Harborongli. 

Tke  T^let  wUch  have  been  taken  from  the  different  places  in 
Ibia  county  are  few  in  number,  and  not  specifically  designatiy^ 
being  merely  Ferrara  of  Oakham,  and  Noel  of  Exton,  now  both 
astinot 

The  Barmi€t^ge$  are  only  five  in  number ;  Sir  Edward  Noel^  ii 
Broake  ;  Sir  Jamea  Harrington,  of  Ridlington ;  Sir  Thomas  Made- 
woiib^  of  Normanlon ;  Sir  Abel  Baiieer,  of  Hambleton ;  and  Sir 
Gilbert  Heathcote,  of  Normanton:  all  but  the  last  uow  extinct. 

When  the  Order  qfthe  Royal  OoJc  was  proposed  in  the  reign 
of  Chailea  II.  the  following  gentlemen  were  chosen  as  worthy  of 
its  inTestitnre :  Abell  Barker,  Esq. ;  Edward  Fawkenor,  of  Up- 
pinghan^  Esq. ;  Christopher  Browne,  Esq. ;  Richard  Halford^i  of 
Editiiweston,  Esq. ;  Samuel  Browne,  Esq;  and  Henry  Noel,  Esq. 
all  staled  as  possessed  of  lands  from  lOOOK  to  6001.  per  annum. 

The  OLIM AT6  of  this  county  has  always  been  considered  as 
mil^  healthftil,  and  pleasant  A  fair  estimate  oC  its  general  state 
nay  he  drawn  from  a  very  interesting  letter  from  the  late  Thomaa 
Barker,  of  Lynden,  Esq.  to  James  West,  Esq.  president  of  the 
Royal  Society,  containing  observations  on  the  quantity  of  rain 
feUen.at  that  place  for  several  years,  from  1736  to  1771,  when 
the  communication  was  made,  and  which  may  be  found  at  large 
in  the  PhiL  Trans.  Vol.  61,  p.  221. 

From  an  examination  of  this,  it  appears  that  more  rain  had 
fiUlen  in  the  latter  than  in  the  former  part  of  the  period.    The 

smallesl 


12  HurLAKMHlRl. 

smallest  quantity  in  any  year  wa»  between  1740  aB4  1743|  eqoal 
to  sixteen  inches  and  a  half  jMr  year:  the  gr&iVM  quantity  iron 
1767  to  1770,  equal  to  twenty *five  inches  ao4  a  half  per  araus. 
These  observations  seem  to  have  beeti  taken  wMi-att  possiUe  to- 
coracy  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Barker ;  but  iiky  air^not  to  be  ceasi- 
dered  as  infallible ;  for  in*  a  se<)ond  letter  on  this  aaae  aalgect,  he 
shews  the  danger  of  trusting  ^j^Ucitly  to  these  ^uagea,  adding, 
"  Mr.  Edward  Laurence,  who  observed  the  rton  at'StandMfait 
of  the  time  whilst  I  have  done  be^,  '^enfen^y  fouad  more  water 
in  his  measarer,  whioh  stood  on  thegroand,  than  I  did  ia  miae; 
but  I  cannot  depend  on  his  observations,  because  I  have  been  told 
the  servants  at  the  house  used  to  play  him  tricks,  and  poor  bto 
his  cistern  more  water  than  fell  in,  to  whidh  a  thing  on  tbcgrooDd 
is  very  liable/' 

The  succeeding  years  have  been  in  some  measure  filled  up  hj 
Samuel  Barker,  Esq.  from  whose  register,  quoted  by  Mr.  Par- 
kinson in  his  recent  Agricultural  Survey  of  the  County,  it  ap- 
peal's, that  during  the  period  from  1791  to  1798  inclasive,  there 
have  been  no  prepouderant  wiuds  in  the  county,  whilst  the  ave- 
rage of  rain  fallen  has  been  at  24.  61.  inches  per  year;  the  greateit 
quantity  being  29.40.  and  the  smallest  21.40  inches, 

Mr.  Parkinson,  in  describing  the  Face  of  the  county,  says  very 
justly,  that  it  is,  generally  speaking,  very  beautiful,  especially 
where  it  is  well  timbered,  beiug  much  diversified  by  'small  aad 
gently  rising  hills,  running  east  and  west,  with  vallies  of  aboot 
half  a  mile  in  width  intersecting  them,  so  that  in  traveUing 
through  it,  there  are  fresh  views  at  the  distance  of  every  three 
or  four  miles,  causing  its  appearance  to  be  very  lively.  To  thia 
we  may  add,  that  its  principal  vale  of  Catmose  is  in  the  ccatre  of 
the  shire,  "  a  pleasant  and  fertile  valley,  perhaps  flrom  eoet  maet, 
which  signify  in  British,  a  woody  plain."*  On  the  north  side  of 
this  vale  the  gromd  rises,  immediately  after  leaving  Oakham, 
and  ascending  Burleigh-hill,t  where  we  again  meet  with  a  dead 
flat  extending  all  over  the  northern  part  of  the  county,  ibnning 

akiad 
*  Camden.  t  Or  Buriey. 
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m  kind  of  tubU  land,  ItMikinig  .^owa  upon  tJbe  fertile  and  well 
vooded  ]>kiiiB  of  ,Leice«ter,  Nottingkam^  and  liocolnshiret.  The 
casten  pari  of  the  county  is  more  diversified ;  the  southern  dis- 
triet  eonsists  in  a  great  measure  of  one  very  extensive  valley, 
mostly  open  bud,  stretching  into  Northamptonshire;  and  the 
western  hordersp  the  remains  of  the  old  forest  of  Liefield,  are 
well  wooded,  and  sink  in  the  distance  into  the  Leicestershire 
plains. 

The  Soil  consists  in  general  of  red  land,  good  clay,  poor 
cky,  hazel  earth,  white  stony  knd,  black  clay,  and  gravelly 
clay.  An  old  writer  tells  ns,*  that  it  is  "  rich  land,  hut  so  red 
that  it  stains  the  wool  of  the  sheep  that  feed  on  it  of  a  red  oolour :" 
and  Gough,  in  his  additions  to  Camden,  saysi,  "  there  is  a  great 
deal  of  red  land  in  Rutland,  and  very  red,  but  it  is  by  no  means 
uttivccsal  in  the  oomitgr>  nor  peculiar  to  if 

This  rednesa,  like  all  other,  wonders,  seems  to  have  been  much 
exaggerated,  pciacipaBy  {irom  the  relators  never  hating  themselves 
examined  into  the  matter  ;.and  ^e  shall  exemplify  this  ioaecarate 
mode  of  relation  by  a  quotation  from  the  Magna  Britannia,  and 
this  the  more  readily,  bi&cause  it  seems  to  contain  the  whole  of 
what  has  be«n  said  and  coi\jectnred  upon  the  subject  "  As  to  the 
nature  of  the  soil,  namely,  thai  it  is  so  red,  that  it  tinges  the 
fleeces  of  the  sheep  that  lie  upon  it,  we  have  rejected  it  as  a  mis* 
take  from  the  authority  of  Mr.  Wright,  who,  we  suppose,  made 
a  particular  eminiry  into  it :  but  since  Dr.  Fuller  tells  ns,  that 
there  wcrd  a  sort  of  poor  men  called  raddlemen,  or  reddlemen, 
peculiar  to  this  county,  who  went  up  and  down  the  neighbouring 
parts,  carrying  packs  of  red  stones  or  oker,. which  they  sold  to 
the  country  ianners  a^d  jobbers  fpr  the  marking  of  their  sheep ; 
and  it  would  be  well  nigh  as  discernible  and  lasting,  as  pitch- 
brands,  and  less  hurtful  to  the  fleeces ;  it  is  mgre  than  probable 
that  the  red  lands  in  this  county,,  at  least  in  some  pavts  of  it, 
were  of  a  clear  diffiirent  nature  from  those  in  other  counties,  par- 
taking somethin'g*  of  the  oker  redness,  and  so  might  make  the 

sheep's 
*  CbiJdrej'i  Etf ities  of  BriUin. 
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aheep't  fleceea  reMsb,  mpeoMj  in  Mdiay  «p<Mi  Itaii  hakim 
•p  by  the  plough,  whieh  lught  loocb  the  oktr  miiiei,**  After 
iil  which  sage  caojeotures,  it  is  enough  to  lay,  that  a  hifo  of 
the  narfollons  had  indnoed  varionattavralorB  to^  adopt  that  figvo 
in  rhetoric,  of  pvtting'a  part  f»r  the  whole,  and  this  eztandivg 
the  ochry  property  of  some  parts  of  the  lands  aloot  Olaislio,  aid 
in  the  vale  of  Cataooe,  to  the  whole  of  the  ceentf. 

Mr.  Parkinson  discriminates  the  various  soils,  obserring,  that 
the  east  and  senth^east  parts  sre  of  a  shallow  ataple  upon  iime> 
alone  sock,  with  a  small  mixtare  of  cold  wood  land  and  a  day 
soit;  whiht  the  dhcr  parts  of  the  county  are  compeeed  of  a  itrmg 
loam,  to  which  Ae  vale  of  Calmoae  is  in  sonw  i 
liiNi,  consisting  of  good  day,  red  leaa»  anda  i 
fed  loam. 

The  modem  system  of  agrienltart  toe  is  i 
comity^  ftem  the  cireamatanee  of  its  varying  so  mneh  ia  its  dif* 
imnt  kinds  of  soil  at  small  dislaoees,  canBii«  mch  eoil  t0  he 
anMh  meie  valnaUe  than  it  eonld  be;  if  one  kind  only  wmeifmd 
tkongh  each  leidship. 

AMeugh  the  Skipetfmmt  Conlsnltof  theeevntyhase  bemids* 
tivered  into  Pertiament  at  IM^OOO  aeies,  yet  Mr.  Pk^Moa,  en 
what  authority  we  knew  not,  staAesthemenly  at91,(Wli 
and  99  perches,  thus  divided : 

Pastnrelands  e^  to  ..,« 54,861 

Meadow   9,356 

Arable    49,M6 

Common  •••.«»•••••.•••...«. 698 

Waste ^ aO 

Plantatiens i. 66 

Woodf ^ 2^15 

Water a.*.«........«..^«.   44 

91,009-99 

aUeiwing  for  some  small  fractions  in  each  part. 

With 
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Vilb  wA  adwitf«€ft  il  may  be  rappoaecl  that  Hm  pium>ogv 
ia  coBsUeiabk.  The  barley  ia  peiticnlar  is  of  soch  a  saperier 
^aality*  HM  the  faiweift  of  Kathud  geoeiaUy  call  ii  coat,  speoi* 
fyiag  other  iiada  of  graaa  by  their  vnrioos  aamea.  Whea  Mr. 
CralcUey  wnile»  (who  drew  ap  the  First  Report  for  the  Board 
of  AgficoltareJ  core  of  aU  kinds  was  cheaper  than  in  the  ai^ 
joining  cooatie^,  but  dearer  than  in  the  netrapoUs,  which  he  at* 
Inbated  to  the  want  of  irater  carrisfe.  The  new  eanal,  ho«ev)|}v 
baa  pat  Rntlaad  pretty  ttiieb  oa  a  Iwet  with  its  aeigbbowa. 

It  will  aaturaUy  be  coaeladed  that  the  Mode$  qf  0grisukutm 
«NMt  difibr  ia  some  degree^  net  eirfy  on  the  diflbreat  soils,  bat  ea 
Ibeae  laade wbkb areopaa or  enelesed.  It  is  beyond  oar  plaa^ 
baipeirac,  to  entar  apqa  the  HNnvti»  of  this  detail,  farther  ttaa  ta 
aelice  a  few  of  Mr.  ParkiMon^s  very  aocqrate  and  diffoae  ebsev* 
Tations,  eenfinaed  by  penonal  ia«esligatioa  and  eaqairy.* 

The  eld  eoarse  of  twa  crops  and  a  fidlow  is  yet  Mfewed  apoa 
th#  aaiaeloaed  aiable  bads  ;  except  apoa  some  of  the  light  soihj 
wbeve  tarajpe,  to  be  fed  off  upoa  the  groand  by  sheep,  are  nusol 
apoa  the  fallows.  In  the  ensuing  seasoa  the  dead  iallowaare 
sowed  with  wheats  and  the  ktler  with  barley. '  The  second  OMpa 
OB  the  light  soils  consist  genersUy  of  pease  aloae :  bat  an  the 
elaya  there  is  aa  iatennixtare  of  peaae  and  beans.  Some  of  tha 
Uguen,  howeter,  in  the  eastern  district  aboot  Eaton  and  Oaa« 
tesion,  have  adapted  the  eastern  of  sowing  barley  and  broad  cla* 
\0g  after  their  &Uaws,  mowing  the  efevar  for  a  second  year's 
eiai^  and  feeding  it  off  with  sheep  daring  the  Mlow  year«  khea  it 

ia 

•  The  writer  of  these  iheetf  cannot  omit  mentioning  the  following  nuttc 
kom  mtf,  which  tookphne  in  a  field  near  Exton  Park  in  the  last  antumn* 
Sa#iDg  the  fanner  ao4  bis  men  employed  in  loading  a  waggon  with  the 
AMTni  of  a  reiy  pknlifiil  crop*  ha  enteaed  ialo  coBvenaition  oa  their  hai^ 
vcitoff  the  diffaient  tiod^af  giain ;  and  obeerring  that  he  bad  heard  a  farraet 
in  Nottinghamshire  complain  of  the  scantinest  of  his  rye  crop,  when  another 
comforted  him  with  the  reflection  tliat  the  less  there  was  of  it  the  mora 
money  it  would  fetdi»  l^  the  poor  would  not  eat  it  vhen  pUnti/uL  "  A\ 
master  !'*  exelaitned  an  aged  swain«  *'  tliank  God  wc  hare  a  good  whctt 
iMrfwtf  and  m  the  %»ry  mouths  are  all  shut." 
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18  considered  as  proper  for  u  eonrBe  of  wheat,  &e.  The  hrmtn 
have  an  idea  that  winter  plowing  is  hurtful  to  the  land ;  of  eoiiw 
they  lay  their  manure  on  the  fallows,  where  it  remains  till  the 
spring,  when  it  is  plowed  in,  and  the  seed  sown  hroedcast 

As  hoeing  is  not  used  upon  the  open  lands,  except  with  respect 
to  turnips,  it  often  happens  that  the  crops,  partienlarly  on  light 
lands,  are  not  so  clear  as  they  ought  to  he  in  good  husbandry. 
{/The  inclosed  lands  are  mostly  the  light  sorts  of  limestone 
bases  and  of  red  loam.  These  are  principally,  or  at  least  partly,' 
under  the  Norfolk  mode  of  husbandry  of  four  years'  rotation,  and 
without  feeding  off,  except  in  the  turnip  crops;  hot  another  node 
has  been  for  some  years  adopted,  of  taking  two  crops  of  spnng 
com  after  breaking  up  the  clover,  then  turnips,  next  hadey  with 
rye-grass  and  clover ;  after  which  there  are  three  or  four  yesn 
sheep  feeding,  when  it  is  broken  up  again  for  spring  com. 

As  the  first  of  these  methods  is  usefiil  ibr  raising  the  grestot 
proportion  of  wheat,  and  the  second  is  alike  beneficial  ibr  sheep- 
stock,  it  is  not  surprising  that  each  should  have  warn  advocate! 
in  preference  to  the  other;  it  is  perhaps  best  that  each  mode 
should  be  adopted ;  bnt  it  is  no  less  certain  that  either  of  then  ii 
preferable  to  the  old  mode  on  open  lands. 

The  extraordinary  diflerence,  and  the  consequent  advantages 
to  the  farmer  and  the  nation  at  laige,  is  clearly  and  plainly  shews 
by  Mr.  Pari^inson,  who  states  that  the  es^nses  on  three  sens 
of  open  field-land  in  one  year,  according  to  the  method  still  prse- 
tised  where  there  are  no  inclosures,  amount  to  ItH.  19s^  6d.  whilst 
the  produce  does  not  exceed  211.  6s.  leaving  a  profit  of  51.  6s.  fid. 
or  11. 15s.  6d.  per  acre ;  whilst^  according  to  the  improved  sjt- 
tem,  the  expenses  on /our  acres  amount  to  241.  3s.  4d.  whilst  the 
produce  is  431.  17s.  giving  a  profit  of  191,  Ida.  8d.  or  41. 18s.  5d. 
per  acre.  This  extraordinary  difference  he  demonstrates^  srise 
from  the  rent  and  expenses  of  the  fallow  year  in  the  old  method. 
But  there  is  another  advantage  connected  with  the  new  mode, 
perhaps  of  equal  importance  with  the  increased  produce ;  and  that 
IS  the  additional  employment  it  gives  to  the  poor^  particalariy 
t 
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women  and  children,  in  weeding  and  hoeing,  independent  of  the 
additional  harvest  lahonr. 

The  Tenures  are  yarions,  freehold,  leasehold,  and  copyhold, 
hut  principally  the  former ;  and  the  Occupation  is  mostly  from 
year  to  year,  continuing  till  very  hitely  under  the  old  system, 
but  with  a  recent  obligation  on  the  farmer  to  take  only  one  crop 
of  spring  com  previous  to  a  fallow. 

The  Size  of/arm^  varies  much,  running  from  fifteen  acres  to 
640;  but  the  latter  are  not  very  numerous ;  whilst  the  cottagers 
hare  great  advantages,  in  possessing  enough  to  enable  them  to 
keep  one  or  two  cows,  and  to  fill  up  their  vacant  time,  without 
rendering  them  unwilling  to  continue  in  their  proper  occupation 
as  day  labourers. 

The  Average  of  rents  has  been  till  lately  not  more  than  a 
guinea  per  acre  through  the  county ;  hut  that  is  now  much  in  • 
creased. 

The  Farm-houses  are  in  general  very  comfortable,  indeed  supe- 
rior to  many  other  counties ;  but  being  mostly  in  villages  at  some 
distance  firom  the  lands,  much  inconvenience  most  be  felt; 'and 
this  itappears  is  evidently  the  reason  of  a  very  jast  complaint  made 
by  Mr.  Parkinson,  of  their  oflices  being  badly  constructed,  and 
inconveniently  arranged.  This  gentleman  also  mentions  a  carious 
fiict  respecting  the  rents  of  cottages,  which,  when  taken  at  the 
first  hand  from  the  land-owners,  may  be  had  for  twenty  shillings 
per  annum ;  whilst  in  towns  they  are  relet  at  the  unconscionable 
advance  of  forty. 

Of  late  years  many  gentlemen  farm  part  of  their  own  estates. 
When  Mr.  Crutcbley  wrote,  not  more  than  one-third  of  the 
comity  was  sabject  to  Tj/thes ;  and  since  that  period  the  tythes 
of  all  new  inclosures  have  been  commuted  by  allotments  of  a  cer- 
tain proportion  of  one-fiAb  arable,  and  one- ninth  of  greensward. 
This  has  been  further  noticed  by  Mr.  Parkinson,  who  says,  ''  it 
may  be  observed  that  the  greater  part  of  the  parishes  are  exone- 
rated from  tythes,  cither  by  modus,  or  being  made  free.  This 
desirable  object  has  been  attended  to  in  all  the  recent  inclosures ; 
Vol.  XII.  C  and 


and  the  gr^test  Itdvantsiges  in  every  reipeci  have  been  Uie  happjr 
consequence  to  both  the  clergy  and  the  laymen.'' 

The  highest  fitlies  paid  ^re  in  Oakham  parish,  where  they 
amount  to  5s.  6d.  per  acre;  ill  some  parts  they  are  Is.  64.  per 
acre ;  and  in  Ashwdl  they  are  3s.  in  the  poand. 

The  MiKEKALOGY  of  this  coniity  is  upon  a  very  circamBCiibed 
scale.  Mr.  Parkinson^  in  his  hrte  Survey,  observes,  that  there 
is  nolhing  worthy  of  riematk  under  this  head,  except  that  at 
Kettou  there  is  a  kind  of  stone  very  proper  and  fameim  for  biiM- 
ings.  He  adds,  that  in  many  parts  there  is  stone  for  Kme,  eoa- 
sisting  of  a  soft  and  hard  speeies ;  that  varioas  epintoDS  are  es* 
tertaived  of  the  lime  made  for  these  two  sorts,  but  in  geaevsl  that 
made  from  the  hard  stone  is  preferred.  He  might  have  added 
too,  that  these  lime  stones  are  well  deserving  the  attention  of  the 
naturalist,  and  of  all  diiw^itm  and  aiUediktvkat  theorists,  as  they 
contain  a  great  number  of  marine  substances,  and  are  thenselTei 
to  be  f6und  in  the  various  degrees  of  tetiaeity,  from  that  of  mat 
indurated  clay,  or  hardened  sea  ooze,  to  the  consistence  of  slone. 

It'is  ahso  a  curieus  fact,  that  the  building  stone  now  found  at 
Ketton  was  at  one  time  comfleUAj  lost ;  for  the  Editors  of  the 
Magna  Britannia,  about  the  beginning  of  the  last  century,  say, 
"  upon  Witchiey  heath,  between  Ketton  and  Tinwell,  in  £art 
Hundred,  we  ind  some  marks  or  pits  in  <mr  wiapt,  called  the 
quarries,  which  we  suppose  were  holes  in  the  earth,  out  of  which 
some  kin4  of  buiMicg  stone  hath  been  dug ;  but  the  vein  being 
long  since  exhausted,  we  have  no  account  of  any  such  quarries 
here  either  by  Mr.  Wright,  or  any  other  historians  vtho  treat  of 
this  county," 

The  red  ochry  tint  of  the  soil,  of  which  we  have  already  spol^en, 
evidently  rises  from  the  presence  of  ferruginous  matter;  and  this 
is  proved  by  the  number  of  Ckaiybcatt  springs  throughout  the 
whole  county.  One  of  these^  a  very  strong  impregnation,  is  io  a 
-  piece  of  marshy  ground  near  Nonnanton ;  there  are  several  otlwra 
at  Martinsthorpe,  Harobletou,  Lyndon,  and  North  Luflleahafli;  but 
the  strongest,  and  which  has  long  been  much  noted,  and  some 
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yean  ilgo  mitcb  resorted  to/  Is  betweetl  Teigh  and  Market  Over- 
ton. 

The  Woods  of  this  county  are  supposed  to  have  formerly  been 
much  more  extensive  than  at  present ;  and  various  topographers 
have  asserted^  that  where  Oakham  is  now  situated,  oaks  once  grew; 
nay,  that  the  whole  vale  of  Catmose  was  once  an  extensive  tract 
of  woodland.  This,  indeed.  Is  little  more  than  conjecture;  but 
it  is  well  ascertained  that  the 

FORESt  O?  LEAFtELD, 

or  Xyfleld,  once  occupied  the  greatest  part  of  Oakham  Hundred; 
and  that  Beaumont  Chace,  a  part  of  it,  once  extended  over  great 
part  of  Maitinsley  Hundred,  having  several  towns  within  its  pur- 
Kens^  though  they  are  now  destroyed. 

It  is  supposed  that  this  forest  took  its  name  from  the  Manor  of 
Leifh,  or  Lee,  which  is  nearly  in  its  centre;  it  must  be,  how- 
ever. Father  of  recent  erection,  for  there  is  no  mention  of  it  in 
Domesday  book,  nor  in  any  of  the  subsequent  reigns,  as  the  edi- 
tors of  Magna  Britannia  assert,  until  that  of  Edward  II.  when 
Theobald  de  Menyle,  (or  rather,  as  some  think,  Neville,)  was 
lord  6f  the  manor  of  Leigh.  But  this  is  incorrect ;  for  though 
its  origin  is  uncertain,  yet  several  grounds,  parcels  of  it,  were 
afforested  in  the  reign  of  King  John,  which  is  fully  proved  by  a 
perambulation  made  in  the  28th  year  of  Edward  I.* 

Several  of  the  towns  in  its  vicinity,  as  well  as  those  within  its 
limitfl,  still  claim  certain  forest  rights,  it  may  not  be  irrelevant, 
therefore,  to  trace  its  bounds,  from  a  MS.  whose  date  is  uncer- 
tain, but  whi<^h  came  into  the  possession  of  the  Noel  family  on 
their  purchase  of  its  rights  in  the  reign  of  James  I.  ^ 

This  perambulation  is  stated  as  commencing  at  FUtteris 
Comer,  in  the  field  of  Oakham ;  from  whence  it  goes  westward, 
including  all  Braunston  High  Meadow,  with  the  Wisp  asid 
Wiihcot  Sail;  thence  it  proceeds  towards  the  south-west,  taking 
in  BrUtleweit  Sail  and  Cockly  Sail,  and  so  to  Steerwood, 
where  h  takes  in  Tinford  Bridge,  Belton,  and  Wardly  towns,  - 

C2  and 

•  Vide  Wright's  Hi«torj  of  RulUnd. 
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and  thence  to  Beanmcmt  Sail  and  Preston  Underwood$ ;  fion 
this  station  it  proceeds  by  Caliecoi  to  Langbridge,  including 
Calde^t  and  Snelston  Fields,  and  thence  up  to  Lyddkn^lim, 
having  in  its  course  taken  in  all  Uppingham  Brand  and  the 
East  Field;  after  which,  taking  in  all  Aysiim  common  field,  it 
proceeds  by  Ridlingion  to  Brooke,  thence  up  to  Brook  Mill, 
and  so  on  to  Flitteris  where  it  commenced. 

From  Theobald  de  Menyle,  already  mentioned,  the  office  of  chief 
forester,  which  seems  to  have  been  attached  to  the  possession  of 
the  manor  of  Leigh,  passed,  by  inheritance,  to  the  fiumily  of  Che- 
seldiue ;  but  there  is  no  evidence  remaining  of  the  length  of  their 
tenure,  only  it  is  knpwn  that  the  property  was  in  the  crown  in  the 
reign  of  Edward  IV.  as  that  monarch  bestowed  the  gnat  of  the 
manor  of  Leigh,  or  Lyfield,  and  of  the  office  of  chief  forester  in 
Rutland,  upon  his  great  favorite  and  fiiithfal  adherent^  Wilhan 
Lord  Hastings.  This  nobleman  having  been  murdered  by  the 
usurper  Richard,  and  his  lands  confiscated,  they  were  again  re* 
stored  by  Henry  VII.  to  his  son  Edward,  Lord  Hastings,  whose 
son  and  heir,  George,  was  created  Earl  of  Huntingdon ;  but  his 
son  Henry  sold  it,  with  the  manor,  to  Sir  James  Harringm* 
Knt.  who  was  obliged,  in  the  24th  year  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  to 
apply  for  a  pardon  for  having  purchased  it  without  a  licence  of 
alienation,  it  being  held  of  the  crown  t«  capite. 

The  last  Lord  Harrington,  in  whom,  by  the  deaih  of  his  father, 
it  became  vested,  settled  the  manor  of  Leigh,  and  all  the  ferest 
rights,  &c.  in  the  hands  of  trustees,  in  the  llth  of  James  L  Is 
be  sold  afler  his  death  for  the  payment  of  bis  and  his  father's 
debtr;  and  his  demise  taking  place  soon  after,  the  saoM  were 
purchased  by  Sir  Edward  Noel,  Bart,  the  fine  for  th  ^  sane 
being  passed  in  the  ensuing  year,  since  which  it  has  come  aloBg 
with  the  family  estates  to  the  present  representativa  of  that  ft- 
mily,  Colonel  Edwards  Noel. 

Leiand,  when  speaking  of  this  forest,  in  the  reign  of  Hctfy 
VIII.  says,*  "  from  Wiscombe  pailely  through  woddy  ground 

.        af 
*  Leland's  Itinerary,  VaL  L 
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«if  the  forest  of  LeafieM,  and  so  to  Ruthlandshire,  by  woddy  first, 
aud  then  all  cliampain  gronnd,  but  exceeding  rich  of  corn  and 
pasture/' 

This  description  may  be  considered  as  strictly  applicable  at  the 
present  day,  as  there  is  not  a  tract  of  the  same  extent  id  England, 
which  presents  a  richer  prospect  of  wood  aud  cultivation  than  this; 
when  viewed  from  the  rising  grounds  on  the  road  between  Up- 
pingham and  Wardley.  The  Forest  and  Parish  of  Leafield,  are 
described  by  Mr.  Parkinson  as  consisting  of  rich  clay  soil,  and  good 
red  soil,  with  some  poor  clay ;  but  it  will  be  considered  as  a  suf- 
ficient proof  of  its  exuberance  of  fertility,  when  we  state  that  a 
great  portion  of  the  rich  cheese,  that  goes  by  the  name  of  Stilion, 
is  actually  made  in  this  district,  and  in  the  Vale  of  Catmose, 

In  its  various  recesses  too,  it  presents  a  fine  field  for  the  bota- 
nist, who,  among  many  other  things,  will  find  here  a  great  quan* 
tity  of  the  Squinancy  wort,  or  Synanchia  Lugdunensis. 

Thii  county  is  considered  as  being  in  general  well  watered  for 
agricultural  purposes,  principally  by  springs  and  ponds;  whilst 
most  of  the  towns  and  villages,  which  are  not  seated  upon  the 
Gmash  or  ffeUand,  have,  notwithstanding,  the  advantages  of  pos- 
sessing other  small  streams  or  rivulets.  Water,  for  the  purposes 
of  irrigation,  is  not  indeed  plentiful  here;  but  that  is  of  little 
consequence,  as  most  of  the  meadows  are  upland ;  and  the  Gnash 
having  a  rapid  foil,  soon  returns  to  its  usual  limits  after  the  hea- 
viest floods,  whilst  the  Welland  lying  on  a  dead  fiat,  its  floods 
sometines  lie  po  long  upon  the  ground,  as  not  only  to  injure  the 
verdure,  but  even  to  afiTect  the  sheep  with  the  rot. 

The  only  two  Rivers  of  note,  are  the  Gnash  aud  Welland, 
The  former,  shortened  into  Wash^  crosses  the  country  from  west 
to  east,  neariy  dividing  it  into  two  equal  parts,  and  in  general 
with  B  pretty  fall  stream.  ' 

Leland  says,*  "  Washe  riveret  riseth  in  Leyrcestershire,  and 

eometh  by  Greatham  in  Ruthelandshire the  hole  course  from 

the  hedde  of  it  a  Jittle  byneth  Wasche-bridge  wLe:e  it  goeth  into 

C  3  Weland 
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Wdand  river,  a  Uttie  benstiie  Stannford  town^  is  an  XVIII  or  U 
miles.  The  common  saying  is  there^  that  Waahe  and  Wiland 
shall  drown  al  Holonde/'— alluding  to  Holland  in  LincQioshiie. 

Those  vho  are  fend  of  Fishing  may  find  great  amusemeat  on 
itif  hanks.  The  banks  of  this  river  also  afibrd  mach  amasenent  to 
the  botanist ;  in  particular  he  vrill  find  here  the  tender  ivy*lssvsd 
bell-flower,  or  campanula  palustrisi  abo  the  osniind  royal*  or 
filix  floribus  insignis. 

Another  small  stream,  the  Chater,  crosses  the  county  Mine 
miles  tQ  the  southward  of  the  Guash ;  the  little  Eye,  (andaitiy 
the  LyteleeJ*  is  the  boundary  between  the  south-west  district 
of  Rutland  and  Leiceskershires ',  and  though  but  a  small  slcessij 
is  often  subject  to  floods ;  and  there  is  another  which,  at  present, 
has  almost  lost  its  name,  that  runs  from  the  Vale  of  Catmoss  iats 
the  Guash  shpve  Empingham,  and  called  Cotsmore.  perhaps  fnm 
the  vale  in  which  it  rises. 

The  Welland  may  indeed  be  justly  coasidered  as  a  river  be? 
longing  to  this  county,  though  it  serves  principally  as  its  bosa- 
dary  from  Northamptonshire.  Its  takes  its  rise  in  Leicester* 
shire,  and  touches  first  upon  Rutland  in  the  vicinity  ef  CaUeoot. 
from  whenoe  it  proceeds  in  a  meandering  course  towarda  the 
north-east,  and  running  past  Stamford  in  Lincolnshire,  uoeeee 
the  fens  in  that  county,  where  it  falls  into  the  Fossdyke.  Hariig 
been  made  navigaUe  as  high  as  Stamford,  it  aflbrds  considenUe 
facility  of  water  carriage  to  the  southern  district  of  the  couBty« 
although  its  navigable  extent  does  not  enter  into  Batlaad;  bat 
it  is  not  likely  that  it  will  he  continued  further,  though  it  avght 
perhaps  be  easily  made  to  co|nronnicate  with  the  di&rent  nmgff 
tions  in  I^sicester  and  Northamptonshires. 

It  is  remarkable  that  this  river,  thr^gh  a  long  cowae  of  agee^ 
has  still  preserved  its  most  ancient  name,  but  suigact  to  irmtd^ 
iion.  Peckf  tells  us,  that  Wefdlan,  in  Saxon,  sigmified  "  famt" 
to  boil,  to  rage,  to  bubble ;  and  Wealland  is  the  participie,  a 
i^ame  so  well  agreeing  with  the  nature  of  a  sharp  stream,  ^Jbtetm 

ropidsi, 
^  Vide  Cough's  Camden.  t  Annslt  of  Stsmfofd. 


r^ddm,  tint  it  IcMks  as  nrodi  iik^  a  truHlatioii  af  ihe  Briliah 
Doorebviff  into  the  Saxon  WeUmad,  as  it  is  the  jast  etyoiology 
of  Hw  iatlar;  and  at  tha  present  day,  Durobr^,  in  Welsh,  sig- 
niiea  a  sbaip  stream.  If  this  derivation  is  correct,  ve  mast  snp- 
psse  tlmt  the  coarse  of  this  riyer  was  formerly  ssoro  rapid  Uian  at 
prsaest^ 

Thovgh  Rathuid  enjoys  a  partial  heoefit  from  the  improved  aa* 
vigattoQ  of  the  Wetland,  yet  it  has,  properly  speaking,  bat  one 
CANAL,  that  of  Oakham,  This  branch  of  a  nmre  extended  line 
begins  in  the  neighboarhood  of  Melton  Mowbray,  in  Leicester* 
sbire,  enters  Rnthind  near  Teigh,  and  passes  by  Market  OvtrtoOj 
Barrtnr,  Cotsmore,  and  Bnrley,  nnttl  it  approaches  Oakham  on 
its  north  side,  in  the  level  of  the  vale  of  Calmose.  Ita  coarse 
Unongh  Leicestershire  and  Rntland  is  about  soitth*east,  hat  an 
eictent  of  fifteen  miles.  Its  iirst  moiety  has  a  regalar  rise  of 
126  feet  perpendicolar ;  bat  after  entering  this  county  it  oon«* 
tinoea  on  a  level.  The  Ratland  line  of  six  and  a  half  miles  was 
oompletei)  in  1803 ;  and  the  whole  expense  waa  86,000L  ndaed  ia 
sbaiea  of  1001. 

In  dry  sannners  it  is  in  great  want  of  water,  thottgh  there  ia 
a  rsaervoir  formed  on  ita  western  side,  near  to  Laugham;  hni 
Mr.  Bafkiaaon,  with  some  pepriety  too,  recoaameads  an  exiisn- 
sive  system  of  agricaltoral  drainage  throoghout  the  eonnty, 
which,  as  he  observes,  wonld  kill  two  birds  with  one  stone,  if 
eondocted  so  as  to  M\  into  the  reservoir,  or  into  any  other  con« 
veniently  situated.  The  priacipal  objects  of  thia  navigation  aro 
the  supply  of  ooala  and  timber,  and  the  tnmsport  of  agrienltaial 
proa  ace. 

The  Roads  throoghout  the  oonnty  are  tolerably  good;  bot,  aa 
Mr.  Fsrkittson  notices,  ba^  made,  consistiag  only  of  a  central 
part  for  draught,  whilst  the  rest  is  waate ;  nay,  worse  than  ase-> 
loss.  The  first  report  delivered  into  the  Board  of  Agrlcaltare  also 
notices  this  defeet,  and  complaina  mnch  of  the  diflerent  parishes 
not  assisting  each  other  with  materials  for  repair.  To  this  it  ia 
very  judiciously  added,  that  withoat  this  friendly  aid  in  the 
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parish  which  vnfortaBfttdy  has  no  natwiali  of  ita  own,  the  xoA 
matt  vfcill  remain  in  their  original  impassable  slate,  safferiag 
perhaps  the  taunts  and  reproaches  of  thooe  very  neighhonrs  whose 
illiberal  refusal  of  assistance  is-  the  cause  of  their  ragged  stile. 
This  custom  of  each  parish  resenring  to  itself  its  own  matcfiik 
was  at  that  time  so  politely  attended  to  by  the  surveyois,  that 
even,  though  supported  by  an  Act  of  Parliament,  they  dediaed 
taking  materials,  if  the  land-owners  objected  to  it,  althoogh  the 
Turnpike  Acts  were  so  very  explicit  in  authorising  every  thisgof 
this  kind  for  the  benefit  of  the  public  at  Urge,  and  indeed  even  of 
the  very  individuals  who,  like  the  dog  in  the  mang^-,  reAuedthe 
necessary  supply. 

Even  at  the  present  day,  the  system  of  mending  the  losds 
does  not  seem  to  have  improved  much,  as,  in  the  course  of  the 
last  8ummer,.the  Editor  of  these  sheets  observed  a  very  avkvard 
part  of  the  road  on  the  rise  and  turn  of  the  hill  between  Badey 
and  Whitwell,  covered  for  some  perches  along  the  centre  with 
immense  fragments  of  ragged  stone,  thicker  and  harder  thsn  even 
the  heads  of  the  surveyors  who  had  directed  them  to  be  laid  dove, 
and  this  without  any  mixture  of  sand  or  gravel  to  fill  up  their 
interstices.  Here,  it  seems,^  they  were  laid,  in  herpes  that  coaehes* 
carts,  and  waggons,  would  giatuitously  pulverize  then;  hat 
coaches,  carts,  and  waggons,  like  the  rich  wayfiurers  in  the  pan* 
ble  of  the  Good  Samaritan,  tamed  on  one  side,,  to  their  own  msi* 
fest  risk  too,  without  attempting  to  smooth  the  rugged  saiftee.  Ib 
iact,  such  was  the  style  of  this  modem  impravemenig  that»  h«i  it 
been  laid  entirely  across  the  road,  it  must  have  produced  a  eon- 
plete  system  of  blockade  and  non-intercourse  between  OakhaaieB' 
Stamford. 

These  are  circumstances  which  frstidioua  critics  may  thisfc 
beneath  the  notice  of  topography ;  but  even  if  we  had  no  hopes 
of  producing  amendment  by  our  strictures,  we  may  still  be  per* 
mitted  to  elucidate  '*  Beauties/'  by  the  oontrast  of  s«ch  honid  do- 
Itormity ! 

There  are  no  Manufactures  of  any  import  in  this  cousty, 

which 
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ipbick  Mr.  Pcurkinson^  ire  believe,  viUi  great  joetiee,  attrilratee 
■ol^  to  tlie  iraat  of  water,  and  scarcity  of  fuel,  and  not  to  any 
deficiency  of  roclination,  of  spirit,  or  of  capital.  Some  trifling 
eircQinrtaBceB,  however,  connected  with  raannfactnre,  will  come  in 
mider  the  snbseqnent  divisions. 

The  Population  of  the  county  are  very  properly  described  aa 
being  healthy,  and  well  fed ;  there  has  not,  however,  even  of  late 
yeanij  been  any  great  increase  amongst  them;,  which  circam- 
stance,  in  a  eonnty  solely  agric'uiiural,  shews  evidently,  that 
Engiand  ii  not  independent  qf  Cemmerce,  at  least,  that  without 
oommerce,  which  is  the  only  stimulus  and  vent  for  mannfiictures, 
oar  population,  and  consequent  real  strength  as  a  nation,  could  not 
possibly  have  increased  to  its  present  extent. 

In  the  last  century,  on  averages  taken  at  intervab  of  ten  years, 
it  appears,  that  the  greatest  number  of  baptisms  in  any  one  year, 
were  270  males,  aud  252  females ;  whilst  the  burials  amounted  to 
249  males,  and  224  females.  Prom  this  we  might  naturally  con- 
clude, that  a  small  increase  would  take  place;  but  as  that  was 
not  the  case,  we  are  the  more  disposed  to  credit  an  assertion  we 
have  heard  in  the  county,  more  than  once,  that  the  want  of  em- 
ployment sends  many  into  the  neighbouring  districts.  This  evil 
may,  perhaps,  in  some  measure,  be  corrected  in  future,  by  the 
additional  labour  necessary  in  an  improved  mode  of  cultivation, 
and  generally  arising  from  eaclosnres ;  but  that  it  has  existed, 
and  still  exists  at  the  present  ^y,  will  appear  from  the  recent 


During  the  last  lialf  century  the  average  of  marriages  were  110 
auiually,  but  there  is  no  actual  census  of  the  population  before 
1801,  when  there  were  found  to  be  7978  males,  and  8378  females, 
making  a  total  of  16,356.  Of  these,  3995  were  employed  in  agri- 
culture, 192Hin  trade,  and  the  remainder  10438  were  unemployed; 
the  latter  number,  of  coarse,  inctuding  the  gentry,  clergy,  perhaps, 
a  great  proportion  of  the  females,  and  the  greatest  part  of  the 
youthful  population, 

Tbese^  on  the  whole,  were  found  to  occupy  1536  dwelling- 
houses. 
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but  iB^  the  oauuB of  1801,  the  iahaWd  hoiia»iipeM3274;  lh« 
fymS&m  waafy'wg  them  3563 ;  and  87  luNum  wunhabited. 

Bji  tbe  reeeot  ralarm  to  Paiiiaiiieiift  the  males  ImnmI  t» 
7931 ;  the  females  to  8449 :  being  a  dimtBittifii  of  the  one  1» 
•f  47,  aad  in  the  other  an  increase  of  71,  making  in  the  wbok  tn 
ahaolate  iDoreaae  of  only  24  in  ten  years,  or  16^300  hr  Ihe  sui 
total. 

Under  the  present  bead  it  will  not  be  irwIevaDt  to  notice  sons 
enrifHis  paiiioalam  of  the  internal  regvtaUona  of  the  coeiity>eHi- 
mnnicated  by  Thomas  Barker  ofLypdon,  Esf.  in  1791  ^iiw 
wbidi  it  appeani,  i;hat  in  the  early  ymit  of  the  seventeenth  cea- 
tary,  the  rates  of  wages  for  alt  kinds  of  seevants,  and  efis 
wovknien,  were  actaally  assessed  by  the  Justkee  at  Oakhta*  >> 
1610.  By  these  regriatiens  a  man-senrant,  whe  could  anke 
a  rick,  and  kill  a  hog,  had  fifty  shillings  per  aattsm;  Mif 
be  codM  not  make  the  riok,  or  kill  the  hog,  he  had  only  My: 
**  a  chief  woman-eer?aat  to  cooke,  bake,  brew,  and  make  malt,  mA 
orersee  the  other  servants,^'  had  twenty-six  shHItnga  andeigM- 
pence ;  bat  if  she  eoold  not  oversee  the  servants,  only  twesty' 
throe  and  fourpence ;  tfie  wages  for  mowers  in  harvest  were  ift- 
pence  pet  day  with*  victuals,  and  tenpence  withoot. 

It  was  also  nettled  that^  "  Kfteema9(m  whick  can  draw  his  fM» 
work,  and  set  accordingly,  having  charge  over  othevs,  belwe 
Mtchaelmast,  eighlpence;  but  twelvepence  witboat  meatt''  tad 
tlie  jostices  decreed,  that  **  every  person  gieinge  aboirs  th* 
va^^cs  appointed  shall  snflfer  ten  days^  imprisonment,  and  UMX 
ten  pounds ;  and  that  every  person  takmge  above  th^  wages  if- 
pointed  shall  suffer  one  and  twenty  days'  iropriscmnMnt.^ 

The  STATE  OP  THE  POOR  is  SQcli  an  object  of  eoiisideiilio> 
that  we  have  endeavonred  to  eollcet  all  the  inforaatioo  pesiiUn 
respecting  it ;  all  which  tends  mneh  to  the  credit  of  this  small 
connty. 

When  Sir  F.  M.  Eden  wrote,  the  general  cmploymeHt  of  the  in* 

das^VB 

*  Arcbieolog'm,  Vol.  XI.  p.  400,  ct  seq. 


imMtm  po«r  Hwiiigjiimt  RbUaimI  w«8  kBitUag'  stookifle%  and 
■|HiiiH«g  liiMii  ind  jeraey,  allsrwarda  wove  into  UiMiiieB.by  poor 
weavers  in  the  aoathern  parts  of  ibe  oomty,  Sometbiog  of  thia 
tsade  Bkitt  emista^  hv^  we  Miave,  without  aay  iocFessej.and  at 
ppesent  aathiag  ebe  lemaias  for  their  employ  but  agrkaltuial  1»- 
bour^  and  the  enooivageaient  offered  to  them  by  the  Society  for 
pramoiing  Industry*  The  wages  of  both  sexes  run  from  nine  to 
fiftaea  shillings  per  week,  and  the  women  are  much  employed 
m  field  work  dwang  the  samner  months ;  but  this  latter  woaU 
be  aiaeh  uMNwased  if  moie  attention  was  paid  to  weeding  and  h»fr> 

Notwithatandiiig  tbia  eomparatife  want  of  employment,  the 
Poar'«  RtU§s  aso  low  in  geaeaal,  a  ciacnmntaaae  said  fea  arisen 
4MA  a  gieat  many  «ott«geia  beiag  allowed  amall  portions  of  land 
jolt  aaffioieat  to  keep  one  or  tw#  cow%  thoiogb  not  eaoogh  to  pre« 
Teat  tbem  froia  atteadiag  to  daily  bibaar.  This  is  eertnialy  a  >»> 
daeiana  amagemeal ;  and  though  it  dasa  not  extend  to  aU  the 
pariahen,  it  is  to  .be  hoped  that  the  baniefieial  eibcta  which  have 
been  found  to  attend  its  adoption  in  every  case  will  convinee  the. 
diAveai  fana^v  and  landholders,  of  ita  propriety. 

The  latoa  have  far  some  yemrs  been  pretty  stationary;  no  ma« 
tonal  lacrevae  has,  in  faet,  takim  ptaee  in  the  greater  number  of 
paviahea*  oxoept,  as  Mr.  Parkinson  tells  ns,  in  Bishbrooke,  where, 
ift  aovea  ypftng  they  have  risen  in  the  proportion  of  fiwr  to  one. 
To  coonterbalance  this,  they  have  decreased  both  in  Lyddit^^n 
aiiA  in  Wupge^  a  eironrastaaf^  that  speaks  ii|  fiivonr  of  enclosures ; 
Uf  bath  these  parishea  were  moat|y  open  in  1794,  when  Mr. 
Cimtohlay  a^^^si^  ateted,  that  the  poar^d  fates  were  highait  ia 
tba  uoinclosed  parishes. 

We  have  not  seea  any  statemeat  of  the  raise  later  than  Mr. 
Paifcinson'a  Sarvey,  by  wbiicb  it  appear*,  that  the  bigbeat  were 
tlienai  Oakham*  FliHeria,  North  Laienham,  and  Preston,  being 
five  shillings  in  the  pounds  whilst  atSeaton  they  were  five  sbii* 
lings  on  three  %aaiters  of  the  rent ;  at  Uppingham,  they  were 
only  fimr  ahilUngs ;  ^i  Ayston,  £g)etOH,Whitwdl,  &c.they  were 
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as  \om  as  one  shilling  in  the  pound ;  and  Leafield  only  paid  one 
penny  per  acre  towards  the  Oakham  poor's  rate  In  M  arUnslhofj^ 
there  was  no  poor's  rate  whatever. 

Though^  as  was  before  obs^ved,  there  has  been  no  increase  sf 
the  poor's  rates  during  the  last  few  years ;  yet  between  1771,  and 
1803,  the  total  increase  of  county  rates  was  from  28871.  to 

In  that  latter  year,  the  average  was  about  3s.  M.  in  the  peasd, 
and  the  principal  items  of  expenditore  was  as  follow : 

For  Oui'paary  62161. ;  for  In^poor,  20611. ;  in  auita  of  law, 
3991.;  for  church-rates,  roads,  and  other  county  expeo8es»41tM» 
It  appears  ako,  that  some  partial  attempts  to  make  the  poor  ssust 
Hi  their  own  support  took  plaoe,  bat  on  a  very  small  sesle. 
181.  8s.  7d.  were  expended  in  supplying  out  poor  with  mstmb, 
and  391.  ids.  8d.  were  earned;  whilst  91.  6s.  were  expesded  in 
tiie  work-houses,  and  their  earnings  there  amounted  to  1031. 7s.  7d. 
The  out-poor  relieved  amounted  to  498,  and  those  inside  to  l^ 
with  about  300  children ;  and  there  were  83  ehildrea  in  sohods  sf 
iadnstry. 

Upon  tlie  whole,  it  appeared,  that  the  persons  relieved  woe 
in  a  proportion  of  8  in  a  100;  that  there  were  23  Friendly  So- 
cieties, containing  1704  members,  about  10  in  a  100;  that  the 
average  of  all  rates  was  about  16s.  6d.  per  head ;  and  that  the 
expenditure  for  poor  amounted  to  lOs,  7id.  per  head  of  the  popa- 
lation. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  the  sociSTY  foe  rROXonKO  tK» 
DOSTRY  has  been  of  esaential  service.  It  was  Irat  proposed  by 
the  Reverend  Thomas  Foster  of  Tinwell,  who  tookinfittite  fiiBS 
in  ita  establishment,  its  first  object  being  to  encourage  industry 
in  those  not  already  chargeable  to  the  parishes^  by  sopplyisg 
them  with  wheels,  and  the  rough  materials  for  spinning,  &^ 
it  was  finally  established  by  Act  of  Pte'liament  in  1786,  and  it 
ROW  receives  one  per  cent  on  the  Poor's  Rates  fimn  most  of  tbe 
parishes,  to  which  several  very  handsome  beoefoctions  have 
been  added.    The  sum  this  raised  is  expended  in  giving  pie- 


to  poor  cfcildren  for  spiBDiog  and  knitting,  and  also  lo 
deserving  young  persons  on  other  occasions ;  as  wdl  as  to  .pa«- 
rents  wlio^  have  brought  np  withont  parochial  assistance  foar  or 
nore  children  to  the  age  of  fourteen  years.  As  frr  back  as  1794 
it  was  but  In  ite  inbncy,  but  Mr.  Cnitehley,  in  bis  report  to 
the  Agricnitnrai  Board,  asserted,  that  even  then  it  had  tended 
much  to  the  diminntion  of  the  Po<Hr's  Bate :  to  prove  this,  it  has 
been  shewn  that  the  rates  in  17dO,  were  288^.;  in  1785^  the 
year  of  the  Society's  first  formation,  36371.;  in  the  very  next  year 
they  were  only  34161.;  in  1787,  reduced  to  30081.;  in  1788, 
they  were  atattoaary,  but  in  the  succeeding  year  they  began  to 
increase,  owing  to*  the  circumstances  connected  with  the  tumea^ 
particularly  the  increase  of  prices,  the  necessary  support  of  the 
fiuailies  of  militia-men,  and  of  those  raised  by  bouttties  for  Hie  ni^ 
val  service,  &c. 

Even  now,  though  the  rates  are  much  higher  than  wbea  the 
Society  was  first  institated,  there  is  every  reason  to  believe,  that 
ila  Jbeneficial  efileete  are  still  felt,  in  keeping  down  the  annual  in- 
crease; an  efiect,  however,  not  so  apparent  as  when  an  absolute 
comparative  diminution  takes  place,  yet  equally  deserving  both  of 
piaise  and  of  imitation. 

The  Chahitv-Shooi.8  in  this  county  are  not  very  numerouu, 
bat  will  be  noticed  in  their  respective  places ;  but  we  must  net 
onit  one  good  example  of  a  bequest  about  a  century  ago,  when 
601.  per  annum  were  left  for  the  establishment  of  six  schools 
for  the  poor  children  of  the  six  parishes  of  Oakham,  Empingham, 
Exton,  Greetham,  Langham,  and  Thistlelon. 

The  ZOOLOGY  will  require  but  little  notice,  as  this  is  not  a 
breeding  coun^  on  a  laq^  scale,  in  any  class  of  animals. 
When  Mr.  Parkinson  wrote,  the  caws  (which  it  has  been  re- 
marked, gave  but  little  milk,  though  extremely  rich,)  were  in 
Buniber  2729;  calves  1244;  and  store  calves  700;  there  weiw 
no  working  cattle  except  ten  osen,  kept  by  the  Earl  of  Win- 
Chelsea ;  but  as  there  was  much  grazing  of  cattle  brought  from 
other  counties,  and  these  after  one  summer^a  grass  sent  np  to  Lon- 
don, 
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don,  it  mvM  estiaiftted,  that  Ihere  were  fVtn  fatfhg  c&itk,  aal 
d8S  suckiers. 

•  At  the  sMiie  period  tlie  hams  «fld  wnrea  were  2116^  «id/o«ft 
3B9>  Miakiog  a  total  of  3,41^7. 

At  the  flame  time  the  shaep  were  etrtittHted  at  d^lSW,  and 
kmbs  23816,  or  6t  146  in  all.  Theae  consbted  of  oM  attd  Hew 
idaiceatera,  arfew  lineeiM,  and  some  Soatfi  Downs.  Tlieir  fleeeei 
thaki  nm  Urom  foor  to  five  podnda ;  but  Mt.  Parkhiaoii  addn,  tM 
of  late  yeara  the  lleeeea  bad  dffolined  one^feuitii  in  weight;  aad 
though  aomo  oonaidered  the  wool  more  TalmMe,  an  being  finer; 
yet  Mr.  P.  was  of  opinion,  that  the  deficiency  in  weight  arooe 
prmeipaHy  fivdntheir  bi«ed  of  aheep  being  too  dimin«ti?e.  On 
thia  head  we  have  made  many  enfjuiries,  but  wHiiont  being  able  to 
any  thaft  any  mdiovation  has  taken  place.' 

The  hogt  were  4991  in  number;  there  were  132  p^eon  Aaaiei, 
and  1276  bea^hioes. 

The  MuMiciFAi.  aad  Parliam£NTart  Histmv  of  Ratkad 
rafuiie  bnt  little  dneidation,  except  with  reapect  to  ite  miHfatf 
00  a  emmiy,  on  which  iniiijeot  there  have  been  variona  opinioaa. 

Canden  aay  s, "  thia  amall  tract  waa  very  lately  made  a  eoantj ; 
for  in  the  Confessor'a  time  it  waa  accounted  part  of  Ifeithamp' 
tonabire;  and  our  historiana,  till  these  last  860  years,  have  not 
i«okoRed  it  amongst  the  conntiea.*'  Now  aupposing  Camden  to 
have  written  thia  paaaage  in  the  middle  of  EKtabeth'a  reign,  or 
in  IMO,  his  calonlation  would  ran  only  as  fiir  back  aa  1^60,  ia 
the  reign  of  Edward  I. ;  this  also  agreea  nearly  with  a  note  whidi 
has  been  found  inserted  in  Domesday-book,  but  of  a  late  date,  de- 
acribing  an  inqaisition  before  William  de  Saham  and  his  felloirfl, 
"  inter  Ragcman  de  anno  quarto  Edward  II.*'  and  in  whfeh  the 
awom  inqubitoTB  of  the  hundred  of  Sutton,  In  Northamptonshire, 
appointed  to  ascertain  how  many  hundreda  were  in  that  conaty, 
declare  that  the  county  of  Rutland  formerly  belonged  to  that 
county,  uutil  **  oor  sovereign  Lord  the  King,  Henry  (third  of  that 
name)  father  of  onr  present  Lord,  gave  it  to^  the  King  of  Ahnain; 
but  they  know  not  in  what  manner.'' 

That 
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^hal  fart  ^HkSa  eoHBty  was  also  in  NottlngiMMiakire,  as  &r 
dowB  as  ike  time  of  Henry  III.  appears  from  ils  entry  in  DoMes^r 
day-book,  iMd  ako  from  the  IrisCorical  Ibet,  tkat  in  Henry'i  fifty- 
fint  year  the  siieriif  of  Notts  was  appointed  fiioheator  of  Rut*' 
Iflttd^  or  at  least  of  past  of  it,  eideiidiBg'OTer  several  towns  and 
bamlels  in  OkelMun  Soke,  Alsto,  and  Martiasiey  ^gtapeatekes.  The 
sheriff  f^'Motts  nnist  indeed^  have  bad  amimMipai  ovtboftty  o«er 
thesaine  distriiit,  fl(t  an  earlier  pofM,  for  he  is  described  in  4ka 
Norman  Sortey  ds  levyuig-theknig's  tsoi  to  the  amount  of  one 
hnndrad  and  tky  poands  of  eiWer.  Yet,  votwitiiatnnliag  aU 
these  faets,  we  are  Htlll  of  opinion  that  part  of  the  present  waB, 
even  then,  a  distinct  county ;  for  in  another  part  of  the  Svrvej 
we  find,  that  Morear,  Earl  of  Korthnoiberlaad,  is  recoi*ded  as  pos- 
sessiBg  **  Casterton,  in  the  coanty  of  Ratland/'  and  Rnthmd  also 
bad  its  shertft  hifore  the  reign  of  Henry  III.  which  eonld  aet 
have  been  the  case  if  it  had  not  been  a  distinct  coontyv 

The  first  siteriff  on  record,  in  the  dd  year  of  Henry  II.  1166, 
was  Richard  de  Humet,  who  enjoyed  it  for  twenty-five  yeaia, 
vith  the  exception  of  an  iaterval  of  foar,  when  il  was  in  the 
hands  of  Robert  Fitz  Goebald.  After  these  came  Matdait,  Al. 
hhii,  Fresnei,  Noraianville,  and  Basset^  then  Geoffiney  de  Ro- 
kiagham  for  twenty-two  years,  in  the  long  rdgn  of  Henry  III. 
snd  afterwards  Greneham  and  Markiughali.  In  Edward  the  first's 
fbign,  it  passed  through  the  hands  of  the  Boy villes,  Waykerles, 
and  Whitlebeiv,  after  which  it  was  granted  to  Edmund  Earl  of 
Comwal],  and  next  to  Margaret  his  wife,  who  held  it  for  thir- 
teen years  at  the  close  of  Edward's  reign,  and  in  the  commence- 
ment of  that  of  Uie  second  Edward,  who  granted  it  «oon  after  ta 
Gaveston  his  &voorite,  and  to  his  wife.  By  Edward  III.  it  vna 
conferred  upon  Andley  Earl  of  Gloucester,  and  afterwards  apon 
Bobon  Earl  of  Northampton.  In  the  13tli  of  Richard  II.  the 
shrievalty  was  given  to  Edwand  Earl  of  Rutland ;  bat  from  the 
twenty-first  year  of  that  monarch,  1397,  it  became  an  annual 
office,  and,  like  the  otiier  conaties,  was  held  by  varions  individuals 
of  tlie  rank  of  gentry. 

It 
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It  was  not  under  the  direction  of  a  Lord  Lieatenaot,  until  flie 
1st  of  Elizabeth,  1558,  when  Henry  Earl  of  Rutland  was  coasti- 
tut<^  16  that  office  over  this  county  and  Nottinghamshire* 

To  enter  into  the  various  municipal  jurisdictions  would  be  be- 
yond nur  plan ;  but  there  is  a  eiurious  fact  recorded  by  a  letter  frfMS 
Thomas  Barker  of  Lyndon,  Esq.  in  the  Archcologia*,  which  shews 
that  the  Crown  possessed,  or  claimed,  a  power  of  taxation  tode- 
pendent  of  Parliament,  it  appearing  iirom  many  old  M8S.  in  his 
possession,  that  in  the  reigns  of  James  I.  and  of  hin  son  Chsrks, 
assessments  were  made  upon  this  county  for  the  Royal  houwbold. 
One  of  the  orders  for  this  purpose  is  so  illuAtrative  of  the  £ut»thst 
we  shall  insert  it 

**  To  the  high  constables  of  the  hundred  of  Martinsley. 

These  are  in  his  Majesty's  name,  by  virtue  of  his  Higbsess 
commission  to'  me  directed,  straightly  to  will  and  require  you,  and 
every  of  you,  all  excuses  set  apar^  that  presently  upon  light 
hereof,  yon  leavey  and  gather  up  withiii  your  said  hundred  ssd 
the  liberties  thereof,  capons  XII,  chickens  XII  dozen,  good,  lsig«, 
and  serviceable,  for  his  Majesty's  most  honourable  honsehoM ;  asd 
also  one  bushel  of  barley,  or  oats  for  puUen  com ;  and  that  yos 
cause  the  said  service  of  poultry  to  be  brought  safe  in  baskets  with 
their  legs  untied,  and  good  store  of  straw  under  them  forbruisoig, 
to  the  sign  of  the  Falcon,  in  Uppingham,  on  Monday  the  Xllth 
day  of  August,  by  eight  of  the  clock. 

Signed,  Edw.  Dickinson 
His  Majesty's  Yeoman  Purveyor  of  Poultry." 

The  Parliamentary  Arranqebibnts  of  this  county  are  oa  a 
very  circnmscribed  scale,  this  being  the  only  one  which  has  do  re- 
presentative except  Knights  of  the  Shire,  being  without  city, 
borough,  or  even  corporation.  The  influence  has  been  said  to  be 
in  the  various  interests  of  the  Earls  of  Exeter,  Cardigan,  Win- 
chelsea,  and  that  of  the  late  Earl  of  Gainsborough  ;  but  this  is 
saying  nothing  more  than  that  men  of  large  landed  property* 
whetlier  Peers  or  Commoners,  will  always  have  influence;  and  ss 

there 

*  Archscologia,  Vol.  XL  p.  20(>. 
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Ihere  lb  Mth  a  divition  of  property  throoghont  tiie  coaiitj>  wo 
hiTO  no  donbl,  if  any  just  reason  sboiild  require  at  any  time  aii 
aci^e  oppomliiOD,  Ibat  Rutland  woald  shew  itself  as  independent 
•0  any  coonty  in  the  kingdom. 

In  JuDicf  At  AFf  AIRS  Rotiand  \b  in  the  Midland  Chrcuiti 

In  the  B0GLB8IASTICAL  History  of  Rutland,  we  cannot  help 
adyerting  to  that  observation  of  Fuller,  when  he  says,  "  how  it 
will  appear  to  the  reader  I  know  not,  but  it  is  wonderful  in  my  ap- 
pMhensiouythiU  this  countyj  so  pleasant,  so  fhaitfal,  almost  in  the 
middle  of  England,  had  mot  an  absolute,  or  entire  tcbbey-boose 
Iberein ;  ph>ducing  only  two  small  appurtenances  (of-  inconsi* 
derable  vafue)  to  convents  in  other  counties,  viz.  Oheham  under 
the  custody  of  the  Priory  of  St.  Anne  by  Coventry,  and  Brooke.^* 

This  he  accounts  for,  by  supposing,  that  perhaps  because  'Ed- 
ward the  Confessor  had  given  it  by  his  will  to  the  Church  of 
Westminster,  though  that  bequest  was  rescinded  by  William  the 
Conqueror,  other  convents  might  be  scrupulous  of  accepting  the 
plunder  of  the  church.  We  can  scarcely  believe,  indeed,  that 
the  monks  at  any  time  would  have  shewn  such  delicacy,  par- 
ticularly when  we  advert  to  the  frequent  fact  of  the  nobility  leav- 
ing their  dead  bodies  to  particular  churches,  and  the  monks  of 
otiier  establishments  actually  seizing  them  in  transitu  by  force,  in 
order  to  enjoy  the  various  benefits  of  alms,  and  of  masses  to  be 
said  for  their  souls:  nay,  they  may.be  said  to  have  seized  the 
aonlsalso,  as  their  future  destination  was  supposed  to  depend  upon 
the  clamorous  petitions  of  these  pious  gentry. 

The  monasteries,  noted  above,  will  be  more  fully  described  un- 
der their  respective  heads ;  and  we  have  only  further  to  notice,  that 
the  county  was  always  within  the  Archdeaconry  of  Northampton, 
and  part  of  the  diocese  of  LincolUi  until  1541,  at  which  time,  on 
the  erection  of  the  new  Bishopric  of  Peterborough,  the  arch- 
deaconry was  given  to  that  see.  It  is  now  dL  Rural  Deanery,  and 
ia  in  the  province  of  Canterbury. 

In  the  reign  of  Edward  III.  1371,  there  were  but  forty -four 
parishes  in  the  county,  and  the  whole  were  assessed,  to  the  Par- 
Vol.  XII.  D  liamentary 
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UwQMitary  ud  gnuted  for  |be  French  wa»  ia  the  sum  «f 
855L  48.  being  equal  to  51.  16a.  each.  A^  prea<Mit  there  ar» 
/i^rty-niae  churches^  or  parochial  ciiapels,  comaatuig  of  thiiAy- 
one  rectoriea,  twelve  vicarages,  and  six  chapek.  Tvelve  of  the 
parishes  are  impropriate ;  and  five  of  them,  Eiiipiiig)iaiii»  Ket* 
Ion  cum  Tixover,  and  Lydington  cam  Caldeeole,  fenn.  three  pie- 
bends  ti^  peculiar  jurisdiction,  and  exempt  from  the  Qidiaary* 
.  Of  CpukI^  Proverbs  there  is  but  one,  of  the  "  RutlamUiiitt 
JUddleman/'  of  which  Fuller  observe^,  (and  is  copied  by  Graae» 
but  without  acknowledgment) ''  this  percbanoe  ia  Reddlenan^  a 
trade,  and  that  a  poor  one  peculiar  to  this  county,  whence  men 
bring  on  their  baoks  a  parcel  of  red  stones,  or  oker,  which  they 
sell  to  tKe  neigbbpuring  counties,  for  the  maiking  of  aheqp." 
^  The  first  Hundred  of  the  county  which  we,  ahidl  notice  is 
thalof 

OKEHAM   SOKE*. 

It  occupies  nearly  all  the  western  side  of  the  county,  having 
MarUusIey  on  the  east,  the  river  Welland  parting  it  from  Leices- 
tershire on  the  south,  Leicestershire  also  on  its  western  limits,  and 
Alsto  hundred  to  tlie  north. 

It  extends  over  15,222  acres,  (with  a  population  of  3400,  ac- 
cording to  the  census  of  1801,  which  has  undergone  but  little  al- 
teration since  tiiat  period,)  and  contains  the  Parishei  of  Barley- 
tborpe,  Belton,  Braunston,  Brooke,  Clipsham  a  detached  parish 
on  the  north-east  limit  of  t^c  shire,  Egleton,  Plitteris,  Langham, 
Oakham,  and  Wardley. 

There  is  reason  to  believe,  that  tliis  hundred  was  always  a  fee 
existing  in  the  Crown,  until  it  was  granted  by  Edward  II.  to  the 
wife  of  bis  favourite  Gaveston;  and  afterwards  it  reverted  to  the 
same  possession  on  Gaveston's  disgrace. 

OAKHAM 

is  the  chief  town  in  tliis  hundred,  and  the  capital  of  the  shire; 
but  it  is  even  now  little  better  tban  a  village. 
In  the  Domesday  book  the  whole  of  this  maaor^  with  its  bam- 

•  leU 
.  *  This  it  M  hidiscriminstely  tpclled  OUhmm  tnd  Oaihum,  that  precbioo  ii 
Snpoitible. 
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Mier  ^bcnvt/'  is  stated  to  be  three  mileg  in  length,  and  one 
flrik  and  eight  qoaraatins,  or  half  fiirloiigt,  in  breadth ;  it  also 
faidnded  three  cimcates  of  bad  in  KAoeringfton,  in  Leiceater- 
ihire,  bcsMen  a  wood  of  one  fliriong  in  length,  and  half  a  forlong 
broad,  belonging  to  the  soke  ef  (hdkhaai,  and  held  by  the  crown 

Editha>  queen  of  Edward  the  Confeesor,  appears  at  that  period 
to  harre  held  fire  hamlets  witii  foor  camcates ;  the  king  held'six 
esRioates;  the  Villeins  and  Bordarii,  amounting  in  number  to 
tty^seren,  held  thirty-soTen  and  a  quarter,  and  twenty  acres  of 
meadow ;  whilst  one  priest,  and  the  ^rareb,  held  four  bovates.  In 
the Contfessor^sreign  there  had  been  sixteen  camcates  of  plowed 
hnd,  and  a  wood  a  mile  in  length;  and  half  a  mile  broad,  rained 
at  Anty  poonds;  besides  which  it  appears  that  one  Lefenot  hdd 
here  a  camcate,  containing  five  boTates  and  six  acres  of  meadow, 
then  Taloed  at  twenty  shillings ;  but  which,  at  the  surrey,  was  in 
the  hands  of  Pukkerus  de  Maid  Operd,  afterwards  Normanized 
iato  Makwr^r* 

'  Ax  the  period  of  the  survey,  it  is  stated  that  Aubrey,  the 
skrk,  beM  the  ehtreh  of  Oakham,  and  the  lands  thereunto  ap« 
pertaining,  I^  the  king's  special  grant  and  favouK 

<8nch  wan  the  state  of  landed  property  in  this  manor  at  the 
period  when  ilvst  the  present  order  of  landed  descent  became  esta- 
Uished. 

-  Soon  Mtsr  &is  wefind  this. manor  in  possession  of  the  family 
ef  Newbnrgfa,  then  fiarls  of  Wsrwiek,  descended  from  Henry  ^e 
Newbnrghi  one  of  the  Norman  chieftains,  and  younger  brother  of 
Boger  de/Bellemoute^  ancestor  of  the  ancient  Earls  of  Leicester. 
Soon  after  it  was  exchanged  by  Roger  de  Newbui|(h,  Earl  of 
Wwwick,  with  Henry  I.  for  Sutton  in  Warwickshire ;  and  in  the 
SMVB  it  oontinned  nntil  Henry  II.  granted  it  to  Wdchdine  de 
Ferreris,  a  junior  branch  of  the  family  of  De  Ferrsrs,  Earis  of 
DeAy,  oraating  him  Earon  '4f  Oakham.  He  was  generally  sup- 
posed to  have  been  4he  founder  of  the  Castle,  and  to  haV%  made 
this  the  thief  seat  of  hiafkmily :  but  he  did  not  enjoy  it  long;  for 

Dll  ^     having 
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hafiag  ftceonptfiiied  tlie  gaUant  Riohird  I.;  ill  bte  erMtfde  !•  Iht 
Holy  LMid»  he  fell  ill,  and  died  daring  tlie  romantic  n^^oT 
Aere.  The  atate  of  landed  property  at  that  period  may  ho^  judged 
of  from  several  otrcumataneea  connected  with  hia  tennre  of  llua 
haiooy,  which  was  by  a  service  of  one  knighf s  fee  and  a  half; 
and  he,  havings  trespassed  upon  the  king's  forests  in  these  parts, 
(doubtless  Liefield,  or  Leafidid,)  was  not  only 'fined  one  hundred 
marks,  but  also  obliged  to  pay  it,  in  the  22d  of  Henry  II. ;  and 
it  further  appears  that  he  was  prosecnted  in  the  first  year  of  Ri« 
chard  I.  for  assarting  eighty  acres  of  land  **  in  the  forest  of  Rot- 
land,  now  called  lifieid  Forest,  riz.  in  the  field  of  Oakham  fifty- 
ibur  acres ;  in  the  fields  of  Braunston  twenty  acres  ;  and  in  the 
fields  of  Brooke  tye  acres."  He  left  a  son,  Hugh,  and  a  daugh- 
ter, Isabel ;  but  Hugh  dying  without  issue,  the  castle  and  sumor 
went  to  his  daughter,  then  wife  <rf  Roger  Lard  Mortimer.  U 
seems,  however,  that  the  rapacious  John  did  not  allow  him  to 
hold  it  quietly;  for  in  the  seventh  year  of  that  monarch's  reign, 
Mortimer  was  obliged  to  give  seven  hundred  marks  and  sevea  pot 
freys,  for  livery  and  siiizin  of  the  manor  and  appurtenances.  Isa- 
bel being  second  wife  of  Mortimer,  his  eldest  son  and  heir  by  his 
first  wife  is  thought  to  have  claimed  these  estates;  yet  it 
rather  be  supposed  that  at  Isabel's  death  and  ftulnre  of  her  i 
tbey  reverted  to  the  crown :  for  it  is  a  iact  well  ascertained,  tibaft 
Henry  III.  in  1251,  gave  them  to  his  brother  Richard,  Bail  of 
Cornwall,  then  lately  elected  king  of  the  Romam^  as  pari  pay- 
ment, for  the  sum  of  6001.  due  to  him  on  his  maitiage  with  San* 
chiay  daughter  of  the  Count  de  Provence.  The  grant  was  to  bald 
of  the  crowi^  to  him,  and  his  heirs  by  SaacUa;  accordingly  their 
son  Edward,  Earl  of  Cornwall,  inhmted  the  lands;  hut  having 
died  without  issue  in  the  reign  of  Edward  f .  his  widow,  Maigarel» 
daughter  of  Gilbert  de  Clare,  Earl  of  Gloucester,  was  permitted 
to  hold  it  in  dowry  for  life,  along  with  other  estates. 
.  On  her  demise  it  again  reverted  toHhe  Crown,  and  was,  by  Bd« 
ward  II.  granted  to  his  brother,  Edmund  of  Woodstock,  aloagwiHi 
the  castle  and  the  shrievalty  of  the  county.  After  the  oahappy do- 
tbroaeineiy^f  Edward,  Edmuod,  also  Earl  of  Kent,  roae  in  arms 

fer 
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to  Us  mUrAtMn;  but  being  afttamted  by  the  Psiliameat  held 
vndcr  the  influence  of  Roger  MorUmer  Earl  of  March,  the  then 
ngeni,  wis  condemned,  snd  actually  sufiered  decapitation  at  Win* 
ekerter  during  the  minority  of  his  nephew,  Edward  III.* 

In  the  11th  year  of  Edward  III.  (the  manor  having  again 
retorted  to  the  croirn,)  a  grant  of  the  castle  and  manor,  as  well 
an  of  the  shrievalty  of  Rutland,  was  made  to  William  de  Bebun, 
JBarl  of  Northampton,  to  held  to  him,  and  the  heirs  male  of  his 
body,  nnder.certain  restrictions  expressed  in  the  gmnl :  and  these 
he  held  along  with  E^eton,  Langbam,and  Hambledon. 

The  state  of  Oakham  at  this  period  may  be  easily  judged  from 
the  following  fiMJt : 

In  the  14th  year  of  Edward  III.  a  f  aubndy  of  a  mnth  and  fif- 
teenth  being  granted  of  the  ninth  lamb,  uiath  fleece,  and  ninth 
sheaf,  to  two  years,  it  was  enacted  that  all  foreign  merchants, 
and  .thoae  dwelling  in  fohstB  and  wastes,  should  only  pay  one« 
fifteenth ;  and  abo  that  those  who  lived  not  of  their  owirgain  or 
stere,  should  pay  the  same ;  but  that  the  **  poor  boraile  people,'^ 
and  those  living  by  bodily  labour,  should  not  be  taxed.  When 
the  infuisitioa  was  taken,  the  prior  of  St.  Peter,  and  the  other 
conmissioners,  declared  on  their  oath  that  there  were  no  mer-' 
chants  in  Qfcebam,  nor  any  others,  who  lived  bj^agriculture,  or 
by  the  profits  from  their  cattle.} 

Humphry  de  Bohnn  Earl  of  Northampton,  and  sob  of  the  first 
grantee  of  that  tonily,  died  s^ed  of  the  manor  in  the  4Gth  of 
Edward  III. ;  bat  leaving  only  daoghters,  it  is  said  to  have  re-^ 
verted  to  the  crown;  and  the  various  historians  of  Rutland  de- 
clare, that  it  remained  there  until  the  reign  of  Richard  II.  Yet 
it  is  a  curious  fact,  hitherto  unnoticed,  that  in  the  47tli  of  Ed- 
ward III.  the '  manor  befengad  to  William  Haclut,^  ^^  ^^^  ^^ 
ahnoluldy  stated  in  the  Oalendarinm  Inqnisitionum,  taken  in  the 

D3        .  47th 

•Vide  Calendftrtum  Inquisition ara,  47th  Edward  til.  Vol.  II. p.  2«4. 
^  Vide  rnqnimtio  Konaf  ura,  p.  449. 

f  **  Item  dicnnt  q  d  nvlli  innt  mercatorts  ne  aliiqae  da  agrornm  culta 
neqpif  dei^bef.9tti>nfSlitin«ad«Hu"    Videloquiiitio^p.  419*. 
#  Vide,  Vol.  II.  p.  3t7.  of  thcCslMidsrism,  .      .  ^ 
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47Ui  of  Iha  raga;  and  it  is  dao  sitled  fa  dm  safee  no»i, 
thai  the  ca«tle  a&d'maoor  were  iield  by  Maijgaiet^  niSi  ef  Hqgh 
de  Audley  Earl  of  Glouoeater,  and  widow  of  Piete  de  GaTartos, 
and  of  Edward  Earl  of  Cornwall,  aa  aiieady.  aotieed )  and  lioai 
which,  perhaps,  it  ought  to  he  iafened,  thaft  it  hwl  been  taken 
from  her  jhiring  her  VSb,  pVmrioaa  to  ita  grant  to  the  Sail  oC  Kan* 
hy  Edward  IL  and  veatored  again  to  her  b  the  ihaigynt  re^ 

Robert  de  Yere,  Earl  of  Oxford,  became  aash  a  favooiile  with 
Richard  IL  that  he  not  oidy  created  faia  Uarqnia  of  DoMur  and 
Duke  of  Irdand,  hot  a&w  gave  him  a  giant  of  thia  caaMe  and 
iMuior  to  hold  finr  life,  with  remainder  a»  the  heiia  ef  hia  body,  in 
conaideration,  aa  the  grant  stated,  of  the  greaft)  eoata  and  sk* 
penses  he  had  been  at  m  varioua  aerrioea  in  whioh  that  anoatdi 
bad  employed  him ;  but  the  barons  were  aa  mneh  lennfed  at 
thia,  and  acTeral  other  icMttcnae  deaations,  that  he  waa  soeaster 
obliged  to  fly,  and  the  castle  and  manor  i  forfoilad  Jo  thecBawa. 
The  saecessfol  party,  however,  were  as  aitfxiODSito  enjoy  aosmef 
the  good  thii^  as  the  fiivonrfte  could  poamhiy  dm;  and  atsmd 
ingly  we  find  Thomas  de  Woodstock,  Doke  of  Qlonccalcr,  and  the 
most  vindent  enemy  of  the  Ead  of  CMbrd,  in  pnasamien  ef  thoH 
estates  by  a  grant  in  the  12th.year  of  Richard.  Howjofad  tham 
but  one  year ;  Aid,  having  died  without  iasne  mdf^  the  csstb  amd 
manor  were  granted  to  Edward,  the  ehleat  son  of  Bdmani  ef 
Ungley,  Dhke  of  York,  and  fifth  aon  of  Edwsid  HI.*  On  Us 
death,  at  the  battfe  of  Aginconrt,«as  akeady  noticed,  theae  lands 
again  reverted  to  the  crowu,  where  they  eontinaed  ontil  Bcny 
VI.  bestowed  them  upon  Hampfar^  Stafibrd^  Shke  of  Bndu^g^ 
ham,  and  son  of  Edmund,  Earl  of  Stafford,  by  Anne,  the  da^gh* 
ter  and  heiress  of  Thomas  de  Woodstodc 

Vtom  the  records  of  his  possession,  it  appesia  that  there  wsrs 
two  parks  then  in  the  vicinitf  of  Oakham ;  one  at  ^knerii,  and 
the  other  at  Stone  Park.  The  duke  being  slain  at  the  battie  of 
Northampton  in  1459,  the  duchess,  (Ann,  daughter  of  lUlpb, 
first  Earl  of  Westmoreland,)  enjoyed  the  estatea,  and  appointed 

WUliam, 

*  The  gram  of  «he  Cuil««  &e.  tfiay  he  ie«o  «l  Ufge  In 
ptge  140.    Villa  alto  LeUnd'a  Collect.  Vet.  II.  p.  58S. 
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the  castte ;  mhicb,  slier  heii  dedth  in  1479»  cane  to  hei^gnuidmi^ 
HoB^ilirf,  ds^  Duke  of  Btt«kuig:1imiii,  wlio  was  1»e1ieaded  at  Salia* 
Wry  m  1484,  by  Ike  vaurper  RiebanL 

The  casUe  and  aiaiior  thoa  rerertiiig  to  Ae  croirn,  Ridiard 
>ealo#e<i  tbea  apon  hta  ^Tobrtte,  Henry  Lord  Grey,  of  Ood^* 
■one,*  wild,  from  hia  gallantry  in  the  aorviee  of  ISdward  IV.  and 
kia  atlachBient  to  the  hoase  of  York,  were  indncementa  to  Rl- 
ehaid  to  aecnre  him  againat  die  lAncaatrian  party ;  yet,  en  t\ie 
aeeeaaion:  of  Henry  VII.  he  did  not  forfeit,  hal  €ontinned  in  pea» 
aeaaion  nnUl  hia  death,  without  iaaue,  when  they  ware  recovered 
kj  Rdwaid  Sladbrd.  Dnke  of  Bo<^ingham,  in  right  of  hia  &ther, 
Am  kte  dake;  hot  he  bamg  been  atlabted  on  sospieiott  of  tre9i> 
ami,  Ihrongh  tiie  jeaiovay  of  the  tyrannic  Henry  VIII.  on  the 
eridenee  of  one  Kaevet,  who  had  formerly  aenred  htm  aa  atewaid, 
and*  had  been  diamiaaed  ibr  improper  conduct  towarda  the  tenantry, 
he  naa  beheaded  on  Tower-hill  in  1021,  being  the  laat  dnke  of 
Buckingham  of  that  fiunily. 

Henry  aoon  after  beatowed  thia  eaatle  and  manor  on  hia  fii- 
tenrite,  Thomaa  Cromwell,  raiaed  to  the  Honae  of  Feera,  and, 
aa  naaccted  by  Ddgdale  and  Cunden,  aa  Baron  of  Oakham ;  yet 
it  haa  been  aud,  on  the  authority  of  *an  Act  of  Parliament,  in  the 
-31at  of  Henry  VIII.  that  although  he  poaseaaed  theae  eatatea, 
he  wna  Baron  of  Wimbledon  in  Surrey.  He^  Hke  many  of  hia 
predeceaaora  in  poaaeaaion  of  theae  eatatea,  alao  auflered  death, 
being  beheaded  on  Tower-hlll  in  the  88d  of  his  tyrannic  maater ; 
yet  the  famda  of  Oakham  were  continued  to  hia  aon,  Gregory, 
who  ako  reeeiired  a  new  patent  of  creation  as  Lord  Cromwell. 
In  thia  fiunily  they  contitoued  for  tiiree  generationa^  until  the 
eloae  of  EUzabeth'a  reign,  when  the  then  tiord  Cromwell  had  a 
lieenae  to  diqmae  of  the  caatle  and  manor  to  Bir  John,  the  firsf 

D4      ^  Lord 

o  la  the  Harl.  Coll.  Ko.  499,  1596,  it  a  wtrrant  "  To  the  Fenaooa,  To- 
mmmOh  3re.  of  the  caatclle  and  lordtbip  of  Okehan  in  the  countie  of  Rut- 
land, late  apperteigaiiig  to  the  Dae  of  BackRifhaw,  to  be  obedient  to  Henr/ 
I  Oiey.* 
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Lord  Hairingrton.  He  left  them  to  his  widow  as  piit  of  Iwr 
dower;  but  her  sod,  the  seoond  Lord  Harriagton,  sohl  then  to 
the  well-known  George  VUHen,  the  profligele,  yet  witty,  Doke 
of  Bockin^bam.  It  is  nnneeeaaary  here  to  lecapitnlate  the  vari- 
ous eventi.of  his  life>  or  to  reeord  the  frolics  and  debanchery 
which  led  to  the  dissipation  of  the  immense  wealth  and  eststes  he 
acquired  by  the  iaToar  of  his  sovereign.  It  is  evident^  howevif , 
that  he  had  parted  with  them  before  hia  death,  or  that  the  last 
duke  of  that  hmWy  disposed  of  them  soon  after  to  the  Earl  of 
Nottingham,  ancestor  of  the  Eari  of  Winchelsea,  the  pmaeat 
noble  possessor.* 

About  the  close  of  the  seventeenth  century,  then  wsre.soBe 
considerable  remains  of  the  Ancient  Castle ;  but  these  sre'  all 
down  except  some  parts  of  the  outer  walls,  in  which  this  loop«Met 
remain;  and  there  are  still  extensive  earthen-mounds,  whioh,  vith 
the  ditch,  surround  a  lai^e  area,  in  which  is  the  Hail,  said  nit  to 
be  as  old  sir  the  castle  itself,  but  built  out  of  its  materials.  Of 
this,  however,  we  have  considerable  doubt:  indeed,  on  a  careM 
ijivestigation  of  the  place,  we  think  it  will  appear  that  this  was 
once  the  hall  of  the  inhabited  part  of  the  castle.  In  one  corner 
of  the  area,  within  the  ruins,  is  a  well  surrounded  by  trees>  evi- 
dently  used  for  domestic  purposes  in  the  ancient  fortress. 

The  Hall  is  now  used  for  the  public  business  of  the  cosily; 
and  its  interior  contains  both  courts,  civil  and  criminal,  withoat 
any  division,  which  must  be  very  inconvenient,  as  the  edifioeit 
low,  and  not  very  large.  That  it  is  part  of  the  ancient  buiUiof 
is  evident,  from  the  door  of  entrance  being  Saxon ;  tiie  oilier 
parts  are  Gothic ;  and  some  of  it  is  but  of  modem  dste. 

The  tourist  cannot  lail  being  struck  with  the  tfor»e-<Asef, 
some  of  which,  of  aif  immense  size,  are  nailed  on  the  outside  of 
the  Castle-yard  Gate;  and  othevs  in  the  inside  of  the  HsU.   Of 

the 

•  Another  possessor  of  the  cattle  lias  e^csfcd  Hje  notice  oflocal  hJatoriam: 
but  in  Rotiilantm  Ahbreviatio  in  Curio  Scaeearii,  p*  941,  we  fiixi  a  graiSi» 
«*  Gilbetto  de  Holm  de  Ca»tro  de  Okbam  wm  Hondreris  de  Mtrtioslcy* ^" 
without  date. 


Hie  Itfcter^  mtiiy  are  gilt,  wilh  the  donor's  name  on  them,  aadx 
pUced  orer  the  judges'  seat  on  the  criminal  beach. 

The. old  manorial  eastom  from  which  this  arises,  look  place  at 
the  first  erection  of  the  castle,  on  the  grant  to  Walcheline  de  Per* 
rets,,  whose  ancestor  bore  arms  ste^e  of  horse-shoes,  as  designa* 
tivcof  his  i^ce  of  master  of  the  home  to  the  Dnkes  of  Normandy. 

In  the  early  Nonnan  period  of  oar  histoiy ,  grants  of  customs,  * 
apparently. rude,  were  often  the  maiks  of  tenrilorial  power;  and  it' 
saemS  to  have  been  on  Ihls  principle  tbat  the  Lords  de  Penrars  were 
iatitled  to  demand  from  every  Baron,  on  his  first  passing  through 
this  lordship,  a  shoe  from  one  of  his  hones,  to  be  nailed  upon  tho  • 
Castle-gate,  the  bailiff  of  the  manor  being  empowered  ttf%top  the 
homes,  (and  csfriages  also  of  late  years,)  until  service  was  per* 
ftnned. "  The  custom  is  still  preserved,  but  has  long  been  com* 
ponnded  in  money  as  a  kind  of  fee  to  the  bailiff,  who  takes  caie 
to  be  provided  with  shoes*  of  different  sixes,  in  proportion  to  the 
generosity  of  the  donor.  Of  these  now  in  existence  there  are 
none  two  hundred  yean  old ;  and  it  has  been  said  by  some,  thai 
the  custom  b  not  of  much  older  date ;  but  that  must  be  erroneous, 
as  the  custom  is  recorded  by  early  historians.  A  tourist,  in  the 
year  1796,  observed  that  many  of  the  shoes  were  gone;  for  the 
former  deik  of  the  market  had  be«n  accustomed  to  take  down 
several  old  ones  when  a  new  one  was  put  up,  and  which  he  gave 
in  exchange  to  save  himself  expense;  but  he  adds,  ^  the  gentle- 
man who  now  holds  the  oflice  rescned  a  number  from  the  hands 
of  a  smith,  which  he  caused  to  be  fixed  against  the  jury-box 
within  the  castle." 

To  those  who  are  amateun  ia  horse-shoes,  it  SMty  be  pleaaing 
to  add  that  they  may  now  find  here  every  variety  in  site,  from 
the  dimensions  of  a  breakfast  toUe  to  the  measure  of  a  Brobdig- 
nagian  palfrey ;  most  of  them  gilt ;  sobk  of  them  given  by  judi- 
cial peen ;  and  one  verf  i^lendid  one  left  by  the  Duke  of  York 
in  1788,  &o. 

Within  the  precincti  of  the  castle  there  was  formerly  a  Free 
Chapelt  :irhose  patronage  was  in  the  tenitorial  lords.    Thct  sa« 

lary 
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livy  &o4  ^tW  privileges,  itt  CaAholie  timci,  vere< 
but  we  believe  it  hM  long  been  In  djsnae.< 

Tbe  MmoHfi  Cotirf  belonging  to  tho  cmUo  hns  itsjuiadio 
lion  over  the  pariBh  cdMtbe ''  Lord's  HoU;*'  end  the  "  DesB** 
HoU/'  the  other  parish,  is  nnder  the  jnrisdielion  of  «  oosrt  InU 
by  the  Chapter  of  Wtetainater  onoe  m  tiirseyevs.  The  jvria* 
di«|ion  of  Ihe  first  of  these  is  eanaidenAle,  as  it  extends  a«l  odj 
Qvser  Braiwslon,  Wardley,  and  Belton,  in  this  oonnty,  b«t  dso 
oi^i«r  Thorpssaekviile^  and  Twilbrd,  in  Leteestenhirss  At  it 
aiii  abo  ehesen  the  parish  oficers;  sod  all  the  iwhsbitsnts  aie 
honad  to  appear  onee  a  year,  aadpay  the  sum  of  one  penny,  or  be 
fined  at  4the  ^easuo  of  the  elerk  of  the  eoirt,  who  niso  reeeivas 
the  ackoowledgenients  of  all  the  freehoidos,  eopyhoMers,  and 
WWrteb^ldeiK  The  Dean's  Oonrt  have  alsotha  power  of  choosng 
parish  sfieenr  for  that  part  nnder  their  joriadietion ;  and  their 
tenants  am  mostly  oopylioMen. 

The  Ckmrch  is  deserving  the  notice  of  tiie  toviist,  being  a  very 
I»uid|K>nie  stractnre^  kqpl.  in  excellent  order,  and  having  a  very 
elegant  tower  and  spire.  It  is  an  ancient  Gothic  edifice,  plain  m 
the  interior,  and  doing  great  credit  to  the  perish  by  its  extrenM 
nestness.  Its  astiqaity,  and  even  its  fennder,  are  unknown ;  bat 
it  seems  not  older  than  the  reign  of  Henry  VI. :  it  is  dedicated 
to  All  Sainte;  and  it  is  said  that  the  spire  was  erected  by  R^gtr 
¥kmg  a  great  bene&ctor  to  the  town,  who  died  ilN>at  1483.  Tbe 
I>eaB  and  Chapter  ef  Wertminster  still  possesi  the  gfeat  tytbes; 
the  living  of  conrse  w  a  vicarage,  bnt  is  not' now  nnder  the  pa- 
tronage of  that  ecclesiastical  body. 

There  is  authority  to  say,  that  in  the  ISth  of  Henry  III.  tiM 
Abbot  of  Westminster  presented  Gilbert  M arehal  to  this  church ; 
and  ia  the  29th  of  Edwaid  I.  the  Abbot  and  Convent  presented 
John  de  Langham  to  the  same  benefice.  By  an  inqniaition  tdcen 
at  that  period,  this  living  appeared  to  be  a  rectoiy,  and  not  a 
vicarage,  and'  to  be  possessed  of  all  the  altarage  of  the  cfaoreh  of 
Okeham,  and  the  chqiels  of  Langham,  Egleton,  Brook,  Gun* 
thorpe,  and  Thorpe,  with  the  small  tythea  belonging  to  the 

altarage 
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allMigt  in  aiqr  WMe^  Witb,a  moiety  ef  all  the  haj  of  all.  the  |i». 
risliiiwers  appai^laiiuiig  to  tha  said  dmrdHif  Ofc^bam  aii4  chapeb 
afitfcaaid;  as  ako  «iie  carueate  of  land  aad  its  appartenancea;  » 
ouuBMOA  on  the  south  aide-  of  the  ckaroh  of  Okeham ;  oortain 
tgrtbea  of  corn,  of  the.valiw  of  thiee  anckSp  and  4rf  one  maik 
paid  by  thp  ehapei  of  Knesaington  to  the  chmrcb  of  Olfiehaou 

Thiainqnisition  waa  taken  ia  1300 ;  and  yet  in  the  "  Taxatia 
Ecdesiaalsaa,''  by  order  of  Pope  Nkholaa  IV.  ain^  yean  belm^ 
ie  1291,  we  find, a  .note  of  "  Eceleaia  de  Okeham,  70.  0  a 
Vicaria  ^nsdew  2a  0  0."  from  whi^  it  vooU  appear  that  it 
Has  then  a  vicarage,  and  no/ a  rectory. 

Rom  thia  period  until  the  dhaolntion  of  the  dibey  of  Weat* 
aiaater^  wbiob  took  place  io  1649,  in  the  early  part  of  the  reig;n 
of  Edward  VL  Ihe  patrooage  and  preMntation  of  tbii  ii? iii|^ 
continued  in  the  Abbot  and  Convent ;  yet»  though  the  Dean  and 
Chapter,  their  Protestant  anccessors,  urere  permitted  to  keep  the 
tytfaes,  the  advowaon  of  the  vicarage  was  granted  by  the  youth-* 
&1  monarch  to  Nichofaia  Ridley,  Biahi^  of  Londen,  and  hia  auc* 
cessora  for  ever;  an  arrangement,  however,  aet  aaide  about  a  oen* 
^lUT  ago  by  the  exchange  of  thia  living  with  the  anceittor  of  the 
freaent  Earl  of  Wiuchelaea,  for  the  two  advowaons  of  the  recto* 
ries  of  Leigh  and  Prittlewell,  in  the  county  of  Eases,  confirmed 
by  Act  of  Parliament  in  1696. 

There  are  no  Monuments  of  modem  date  that  require  particular 
notice;  nor  are  those  of  ancient  date  of  any  antiquarian  import* 
ance,  except  in  their  immediate  locality.    We  must,  however*  *. 
mention  one  or  two,  as  connected  with  the  history  of  the  place. 

One  of  the  oldest  ia  on  the  south  side  of  the  chancel,  formerly 
where  a  chapel  stood  in  Catholic  timea,  to  the  memory  of  Wil- 
liam Waryn,  a  resident  here,  and  a  merchant  of  the  ataple  at 
Calais.  A  slight  sketch  of  hia  will,  dated  in  1499,  will  serve  to 
throw  some  light  on^  the  customs  of  those  times.  He  first  be- 
queaths five  pounds  to  the  high  alUr  of  the  pariah  church,  for 
tythea  and  duties  forgotten,  besides  the  sums  to  be  paid  to  the 
efliciating  prieals  at  hia  funeral,  and  to  the  poor  who  should  aay 

prayers 
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prayers  for.  his  soul.  His  next  most  anxious  care  seems  to  liave 
been  for  the  sonls  of  himself,  his  father  and  mother,  and  in  short 
*<  all  Christian  sonls  in  the  parish  church  of  Okeham/'  for  twenty 
years  to  come  ;  and  )bhus  to  secure  their  comfort/or  that  period  at 
least,  he  hequeaths  2001.  for  the  purpose  of  finding  two  priests, 
who  shohld  be  able  and  ivilling  to  ofler  up  prayers  for  th^  bene- 
in.  Having  thus  taken  care  of  the  souls  of  his  townsmen,  he 
endeavours  to  mend  their  ways  whilst  alive,  by  leaving  ten  marks 
lor  the  repair  of  the  highways  and  bridges  of  Oakham ;  also  forty 
shillings  to  the  Guilds  of  the  Holy  Trinity,  and  of  our  Lady,  of 
both  which  he  was  a  member.  He  then  leaves  his  lands  and  leoe' 
ments  in  Oakham  to  his  wife  Agnes,  and  to  his  children  after 
her ;  and  concludes  with  a  bequest  of  his  dwelling-house  to  the 
vicar  and  churchwardens,  provided  that  the  said  viear  and  his 
successors  shall,  during  the  mass  on  every  Sunday  throogbost 
the  year,  commemorate  his  soul,  and  the  souls  of  his  fether  and 
mother ;  but  should  this  be  neglected,  then  the  house  to  be  Wd, 
and  the  money  to  be  distributed  in  works  of  mercy,  and  deeds  of 
charity,  for  the  welfare  of  his  soul. 

In  the  body  of  the  church  are  several  grave-stones  lor  the  ii> 
mily  of  Flare,  who  seem,  about  the  fifteenth  century,  to  have  been 
of  good  repute  in  this  town. 

Amongst  other  epitaphs  is  one  on  ^nfte  Burton,  who  died  io 
1642,  at  the  early  age  of  fifteen,  which,  in  its  style  of  conposi- 
tbn,  is  much  superior  to  most  of  the  poetical  effusions  of  that 
•  period; 

"  Reader !  stand  back  :  dull  not  this  marble  sbriue 
With  irreligiout  breath  :  the  stone's  divine. 
And  does  enclose  a  wonder  ;  beauty,  wit, 
PeTotion,  and  virginity  with  it. 
V  Which,  like  a  lilJy  fuding  in  its  prima,. 

Wither'd  and  left  the  world.    Deceitful  Time 
*  Cropt  it  too  soon  :  and  Earth,  the  selfsame  womb 
From  whence  it  springs,  is  now  become  its  tomb  ; 
Whose  sweeter  sonl  a  flower  of  matchless  price. 
Transplanted  it  from  hence  to  Paradife.*^ 

^  Tkis 


:  Thb  chdrch  ia-indebted  to  Aiuiie  -(Kehvuyi)*  L^j  Harrti^UH^ 
for  A  iilMry>  for  «bi<!h>  .aa  Mr..  Wright  infonna.as,  ghq  buiU  a 
.Gonvement  place  ip  the  church,  and  fomiahod  it  with  about  two 
hundred  Latin  aad  Gffeek  foliog,  firineijmU)'  consisting  of  the  Fai? 
thers.  Councils,  Schoolmen,  and  Divines;  this  was  intended  for 
the  use  of  the  vicar»  and. for  the  Accommodation  of  the  neighbour- 
ing clergy. 

The  Frbb-scBool  is  situated  in  the  church-yard,  and  is  a 
plain  but  convenient  building,  apparently  well  attended,  land  re^ 
4pectftbly  kept  np  according  to  its  origiaal  intent.  It  was  boHt 
and  endowed  in  the  reign  of  Charies  I.  (its  statutes  b&ring  data 
the  17th  of  Jiuie  1625,}  though  begun  in  the  reign  of  Elizabeth 
by  the  Rev.  Robert  Johnson,  Archdeacon  of  Leicester,  and  holdf 
ing  the  Hving  of  North  Luffenham  in  this  county.  He.  exerted 
himself  much  in  procuring  beneiaottons  for  this  purpose ;  and  he 
also  received  from  Queen  ElizaJ)oth  so^e  concealed  lands,  which 
enabled  him  to  complete  \na  design  here,  and  also  at  Uppingham. 
He  placed  the  school  under  the  direction  of  twenty-four  go^ 
Tomors,  seven  of  whom  were  to  be  perpetual,  by  virtue  of  their 
offices  as  Bishops  of  London  and  {Peterborough,  Deans  of  P^n> 
borough  and  Westminster,  Archdeacon  of  Northampton,  and  Ma»- 
terv  of  St  John's  and  Trinity  Colleges,  in  Cambridge ;  which 
seven  were  also  to  have  the  power  of  electing  the  remaining  se*- 
venteen  upon  all  liiture  vacancies.  The  salary  for  the  Master 
was  settled  at  241.  per  amiuni,  and  his  qualification  was  to  be 
that  of  Master  of  Arts ;.  along  with  him,  an  Usher  was  to  have 
.  I2L  per  annum;  and  seven  of  the  scholars  were  to  be  entitled  for 
seven  years  to  an  exhibition  at  Cambridge  of  forty  shillinga 
per  annum  each.  He  also  appointed  a  leceiver  of  the  rents,  &a 
with  a  salary  of  five  pounds  per  annum ;  and  ordered  tlwt  at  the 
two  annual  audits,  each  governor  present  should  be  allowed  is.  44 
for  his  dinner,  and  a  pair  of  gloves. 

The  Charity  School  was  founded  in  1711,  this  being  one 
joi  the  parishes  mentioned  in  the  benefaction,  appointing  601. 
per  annum  for  the  education  of  the  poor  children.    Its  plan  is  to 

teach 
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leach  and  elotlM  twelve  peer  boys«  and  as  maay  gM^,  ^o  are 
alao  langht  spinning,  and  etlier  modes  of  industry ;  and  there  ib 
ttlso  an  additional  snn  ef  10).  to  put  out  the  poor  children  as 
apprentices.  Its  nselRilness  has  been  much  extended  hj  snbse- 
^uent  ootttriMrtions. 

•   The  Rblioious  FoonBATroNS  of  Oakham  hsfe  not  been  rvf 
numerous;  the  principal  one  of  ancient  times  was  the  tMUgt, 
•r  HoMpital,  dedicated  to  St.  Jolm  the  BTangelist  and  St  Aane, 
about  the  year  1890,  in  the  reign  of  Richard  II.  Irom  which 
monarch  William  Dalby,  of  Bxton,  merohant,  reCdved  n  liceoce 
to  bidid  and  endow  an  hospital  for  two  chapiains,*  one  of  whom 
was  to  he  warden  or  master,  and  fbr  twelve  poor  men,  who  were 
to  pray  for  the  good  estate  of  Richard,  and  his  qneen,  Isabella; 
nrid,  after  their  demise,  fof  their  souls,  and  for  the  soni  of  Anne, 
^chard's  first  queen;  also  for  the  preceding  king's  and  queen's 
aonls,  (Kdward  III.  andJits  wives)  alid  -iw  the  good  estate  ef 
.William  Daiby,  the  founder,  and  Agnes,  his  wife$  and  after 
%heir  decease,  not  only  fbr  their  souls,  but  for  dU  the  mmU  ef  A 
the  faithful  deceased ;  so  that  the  founder  bad  what  may  be  eaRed 
^  aiumpiing  pennyworth,''*  for  he- only  settiedvpon  the  hoipi«* 
tsl  one  messuage  and  two  acres  of  land  in  Oakham ;  but  his  Kf- 
cence  permitted  him  to  assign  the  advewson,  patronage,  andeofr> 
lation,  to  the  prior  and  convent  of  Carthusians  of  ^  Anne  is 
Coventry,  founded  by  the  king.    This  royal  licence  nbo  ettpov- 
«red,  or  rather  ordered,  the  prior  and  convent  to  give  and  ssi^ 
wot  of  their  possessibns  a  yearly  rent  ef  401.  to  the  custos  « 
warden  of  the  hospital,  for  the  support  of  the  frandation  ferever. 
^    This  is  the  statement  of  its  establishment  by  Tanner,  Dogdds, 
«ttd  others;  but  the  Magna' Britannia  speaking  of  H  in  Uis 
«atly  part  of  fast  century,  (in  which  they  have  been  Mbired  ^ 
Ivough,  and  subsequent  topographers,)  say^thtt  tboiigh  it  \»  ifsA 
in  being,  yet  the  then  governors  pretended  thai  it  was  ef  t  sew 
Ibmdatton,  and  cenaeqnently  of  aj^flerent  patronage,  notvith- 
atanding  that  William  Dalby's  arms  were  rtiH  to  be  seen  it  the 

bd 
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bail  wiodovt.  In  isonsef nence  of  this  (Cur  tlioagh  Tahwd  itt  the 
86th  of  HMWcy  VllL  st  121. 12ft.  lltL  it  ii  merted  not  to  htM 
been  dissolved^}  its  origiaal  intent  and  purpose  are  aaid  to  haTO 
been  drafted  froui  in  a  greater  degroietbaii  the  neeeaaary  ebai^ 
coaaeqiieiit  upon  the  Refomiatidku 

It  is  evldenty  hbwever,  ibait  thia  vchaniy  is  of  an  oMcr  fooa* 
datson  lliaii  is  rappesed,  either  by  antecedent  hiatorians  or  their 
copyiata;  flir  after.a  eleae raeeareh  and  inYeatigmtioa,  it'^pean 
to. hare  exialed  in  the  reign  fd  Edward  III.  In  the  CmkiUiarbm 
i&i^aftf  t^Mmna  0d  qatod  Damnum,  taken  in  that  monaveh^i  nig% 
ander  the  head  ''Okeham/'  we£nd  fhefoDowing  paasage,  whfoh 
is  io  itselft  eondiuive  W  the  fiMt 

''  Wiyiam  Dalby  de  Okeham  et  aliis  dedemnt  cnstodi  hospi« 
talis  ficl  Johns  ibm  mtum  messoagiam  nnnm  toftnm^  &o.  in  ami* 
lie  mateataeAia  sue  et  mtiua  eapellani  et  daodeeim  paoperiuin/' 
<KA.^— so  thai  the  licence  in  Biehard's  reign  waa  only  a  eon* 
finmitien  and  estenabn  of  an  older  estaUishment,  adding  to  it 
one  diaplaia,  and  eaUending  its  pieeatery  jarisdicUon  into  pniga* 
•oty. 

This  Dali^/tlie  fioMder,  had  adaaghter  and  hetreaa^  CattUK 
rine,  who.mairied  Roger  Flore,  of  Oakham,  Esq.  wha  received 
a  licence  from  Henry  V.  the  Bishop  of  Lincoln,  and  ethers  t9 
Make  aeveral  altenitions  and  addttiona  to  the  former  atatutea. 
It  ia  a  carious  &ct,  however,  that  in  reciting  the  Ibnadatiott  of 
tbte  hoapital»  he  cairiea  it  no  Ibither  than  the  date  of  the  Ueence 
ia  Richard^a  reign,  so  that  it  woald  appear  as  if  that  waa  eonai* 
deiwd  a  new  foundation  aanuUing  and  absorbing  all  aateced^t 
fagnlatioBS.  He  deaeribea  the  hospital  aa  being  situated  in  a 
aerlaia  placa  called  Chamberhua'a  Orolk;  and  he  alao  chima  a 
reaerred  power  belonging  both  to  Dalby  and  himaelf,  (who,  by 
the  founder's  will,  was  to  become  the  patron,}  of  deplaring,  cor* 
re^ng,  reforming,  and  adding,  to  the  original  statutes.  By 
these  additional  regulationa  he  gives  power  to  the  vicar  to  fill  ap 
|U1  vacancies,  either  in  case  of  a  minority,  or  if  the  heirs  should 
at  any  future  time  be  remiss  in  filling  them  up ;  but  if  the  vicar 
9  ahould 
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•bouid  also  be  negUgenl^  or  be  beyond  the  eea«^  then  At  pottf 
logo  to  the  ebbot  and  oomvent  of  Westminster ;  and  in  case  that 
abbey  should  not  have  an  abbot  appointed  at  the  time,  the  pie* 
aentation  was  then  to  go  to  the  abbot  of  Onston  in  Leieesl^nhire. 
He  also  divided  the  annual  sum  of  forty  pounds,  aceording  to  the 
lelloving  schedule :  to  the  cusios  or  warden,  61. 18s.  4d. ;  to  tbe 
chaplain,  61 ;  to  each  poor  man,  10|d  per  week*  amoonting  to 
271. 6s. ;  to  the  vicar  of  Okeham  for  a  composition  made  with  ium 
and  confirmed  by  the  Inshop,  perhaps  for  ty  tbes,  3s.  4d. ;  and 
the  remaining  balance  of  I6s.  6d.  \he  direetad  to  be  laid  out  in 
leyairs^*  This  is  still  called  the  Old  Hospital ;  bnt  it  is  lakhcr 
curious  that  Mr.  Gough  should  have  confoandcd  it  with 
.  The  New  Hospital  founded  by  Archdeacon  Johnson,  as 
seems  to  be  the  case,  from  his  saying  tiiat  Mr.  Johnson  rBcevered 
the  foandation,  and  added  the  free-schooL  This  ktter  catahlMh* 
nent  is  under  the  same  govemws  as  the  school ;  the  achoal*aas- 
ier  is  warden  of  the  hospital,  for  which  he  receives^  accaidiiiy  Is 
the  statntos  of  the  founder,  six  pounds  per  nnnnm  ;  the  usher  is 
sub-warden,  and  bis  duty  is  to  read  prayers  twice  a  week  iu  tbt 
chapel,  for  which  he  reo^v^s  three  pomids  par.  susnun.  Tbe 
founder  abo  ordered  that  there  should  be  in  the  hospital  fifteca 
poor  men  and  one  woman,  with  a  atipend  of  three  pounds  per 
annum  each ;  and  he  atipnlated  expressly  that  eight  of  the  ia* 
mates  ahodd  be  townsmen  of  Oakham. 

Tbe  other  Chaeitablb  Dotf^t'lONS  have  been  mmamm,  both 
to  the  Church  and  Poor. 

Mr.  Robert  Blackburn,  who  died  some  time  after  IMO,  derired 
his  body  to  be  buried  in  the  church,  and  that  hia  best  living 
creature  should  be  given  as  a  mortuary  along  with  it;  to  this  hs 
added  twelve-pence  to  the  higb*altar,  for  ty  then  forgotten ;  thb- 


*  This  interference  seems,  however,  to  have  taken  place  with  the  consent 
of  tbe  convent  at  Coventry ;  for  in  the  CaUndartum  Roiutonm  FalmfitfM, 
p.  f 5t,  we  Snd,  **  ampla  ezenipli<catio  Indenture  ftc*  inter  Priorem  Car> 
thas'  josta  Coveiur'  Rogertmi  Piore  de  Okehani,  et  cnatodem  hoftpitalii 
6  Jobnif  Evangelists  de  Okeham," 


teenpence  to  be  distribaled  in  afanB  for  the  good  of  bis  sool ;  two 
shillings  a  piece  to  six  priests  for  several  successive  days,  Ibr  the 
performance  of  his  obsequies,  and  a  penny  a  piece  each  day  to 
the  derks ;  three  shillings  and  fourpence  to  the  betls  of  Oakham 
ehnrch ;  and  twelvepence  to  the  Gnilds  of  All  Saints  and  St. 
Mary's,  both  in  this  town. 

The  Dowager  lady  Harrington,  in  the  rei^  of  James  I.  par* 
ehased  a  rent  charge  of  lOOI.  pef  annnm,  out  of  the  Manor  of 
Cotesmore.  This  she  settled  npon  certain  tmstees  for  varions 
pions  nses ;  and,  amongst  others,  ordered  that  92h  per  annnm 
should  be  distribated  by  the  vicar  and  overseers  of  the  parish, 
among  such  of  the  poor  as  should  be  tenants,  or  undertenants,  of 
Ami  part  of  the  manor,  then  her  property. 

In  1669,  the  sum  of  dOI.  was  left  to  the  poor,  by  Ehdymion 
Canning,  an  old  cavalier,  and  a  captain  of  hone,  during  tiie  un« 
happy  wars  of  Charles's  reign. 

In  1608,  M^  Parthenia  Lowman,  widow,  of  tbndon,  gave 
1001.  for  a  perpetual  stock  to  the  town  of  Oakham;  and  ordered 
that  ten  shillingB  should  be  annually  appropriated  for  a  sermon 
in  the  parish  church  on  Ash-^wednesday,  and  the  remainder  of  the 
interest  to  be  given  to  the  poor  and  sick ;  threeWburths  of  it  to 
those  of 'ttie  Lord's  hold,  and  one-fourth  to  those  of  the  Dean's 
hold. 

Ten  pounds  per  annum  were  dso  given  by  Henry  Foster,  Esq. 
of  Thisdeton,  to  the  po^r  of  OaAtham,  for  the  purpose  of  appren- 
tieing  their  children ;  to  be  pidd  out  of  his  manors  of  Swinshead* 
and  irtlckminster,  in  Lincolnshire*. 

Comieeled  widi  the  Ckurch,  and  the  Charitable  Concerns  of 
this  parish>  was  an  ancient  custom  before  the  Reformation,  for 
the  pious  and  devout  to  go  on  a  PUgtmage  to  our  Lady^slFell, 
which  is  a  fine  spring,  still  in  existence,  and  preserving  the  i 
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#  tliia  leenis  to  have  been  the  bensvakm  geotlmsui,  wbote  asme  is  not 
otherwise  nentiooed,  and  who  gave  As  sixty  poends  pc?  aoiiBa  toioDfit  sic 
varioQS  psrishes. 
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^ame,  •boat:^  i|^«rtei:  of  ^  ufjd^  from  tim  Wwa.  The  fonBdatfw 
of  |igi)»e8(  were  exiating  afcoAi  a.  cef^tur j  ago  i  h^\  of  wbal  kiB<l«  at 
for  Tfl^t  specific  piuf|)O80  e^ted,  there  is  no  reeorc^,  II  iadeteil* 
e^*  i«A^  ^^  ^  re^c4  in  t^  Vicai  Fniita  Office,  that  many  of 
the  fcofiVi  and  a^fuiMtg^of  the  Vicarage  of  Oakham  aroae  kmm 
the  ObventionSy  and  Pilgrimages  which  took  pkoe  Id  thia*weli^  ia 
^  honouf  of  UiA  Virgp  ^M:Jt  ^  St  Michael  th«»  Aiehangd:  Thia 
holy  jqflfling^  ^.9weY|er»  haa  long  bqeft  at  an  eadj  and  with  il  hav» 
c^aed  ihi3  pilgrinagesi  ofiedogSy  &c.  Btc 

Amongst  the  few  PuUic  b^iUingB  which  remain  to  he  notiee4« 
is  the  Cov^TT  GkOh,  which  stende  near  the  ancient  bemdaries 
of  the  casti^  ajad  i^  a  modem  brick  and  stone  bnilding,  eirily  ailv* 
ated^and  constmcted  of  an  octagonal  shape,  Bpontbemodem.Brid> 
wellpli^  Wheii.the benevolent Howacd.viaited  the  OWGWf some 
years agq.  be  foiund.it  th^^|ohed»  and  ^taioe  Ae/Maid  ittm^f' 
Its  custody  seems  at  that  period  to  have  been  in  some  sscaswn 
heiieditf^f  for  the  theii  ga9ler'9  father^  grandMher,  and  great 
grandfii^h^r^  bad  h^ld  l||tve  qfi|ce;  and  wa  btUeve  that  thii,  cer- 
tainly nqt  veiy;  desiiabley  place  '^  still  in  the  same  ftmily.  WhtA 
visited  hist  year,  iti  naforUMi«teibsulef  W;^«  Ahu  inntwiher;  a 
cifc^inii|a||^^  nfinltJuig  no  dqiilit  jGro^i  the  ciinnily  bei^g  princi* 
pa^ly  i^gTifqK4fferW»  end  not  a  mmiftf4ifturhig  distriei  It  is  aba 
the  Taum  Gwl  and  Cownty  BHdewelt. 

M  tife  ei^Unt  limit  t>f  t^  tovn  theve  is  nn  old  seal  of  Cobnd 
Noel ;  it  jitands  low^  bnt  has  a  vary  good  view  nf  Boilcgr  hill  ani 
Psrk»  spd  migbt  he  repdef^  a,  viary  himdeovie  mdcamsinJiawa 
habitation. 

Near  it.. if  a  large  Hidi9^,  i^vir  n^Ml  stij>lfli,  oiigtna%  in* 
tended  by  Goloael  Napl  foj;  tl^.a6ryioe  of  hia  Mi^y ;  and  cm 
the  ofpo^  ^ide  of  the  rof^  tbcp^  i#  a  neat  aqd  pleasant  BmtBmg 
Green. 

The  Population  of  this  tow:q^  in  1801,  consisted  of  1094,  in 
the  hordes  Hold,  occupying  225  houses,  and  containing  491 
malca,  and  665  females,  ef  whom  156  were  engaged  in  trade, 
and  in  manufitetures.    The  returns  from  the  Dtan^t  Hotd  In- 
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clmted  Oekaniels  of  Brmike  md  BfttoyUioif^,  woi  were  tM- 
Mted  at  667  mlM  hmM,  bein^  98S  malei,  and  974  femalet,  of 
vliooi  74  w«to  ooenpied  in  maim&ctarM.aiid  tfade. 

The  tetarns  of  Po<Mi'8  lUtBB,  in  180a,  were  as  high  at  60.  GdL 
iaOo  poaad,  amonnting  for  the  wliole  rale  to  706L;  though  in 
1776  they  had  only  been  1791.  13b.  4d.  The  penona  relieve* 
mU  amoonted  to  27;  thoae  tVf  the  workhonse  to 93 :  the  expendi- 
toe  for  the  ent-poor  amomitiDgr  lo  952L  14a.  4d. ;  and  for  thoae  in 
tte  bNwe  to  2ML  No  material  for  indnatry  were  anpplied  ex- 
cept in  the  house;  th^y  oeat  81.  Ida.  6d.  and  the  earnings  amoont- 
ed  to  921.  Ids. 

bat  of  these  rales^  the  Law  E^pensef  amonnted  to  fifteen 
gniaens ;  and  4^1.  \6b.  2d.  were  paid  ibr  tarioos  charges  on  beiialf 
of  the  connty. 

At  that  period  there  were  fomr  Firiendiy  Sbcieties  in  Oakham, 
wMttnining  2M  members ;  and  there  were  thirty  children  in  tha 
Schools  of  Industry. 

In  the  reign  of  Henry  III.  by  that  raonareh's  grant,  there  were 
two  M ARKBTs,  on  Monday  and  Satnrday ;  also  two  Fairs;  on  8t. 
J<|htt  the  Baptist,  August  the  29th,  and  Holy  Cross,  3d  May.  But 
the  Monday  market  and  the  Holy  Cross  Fair  are  become  obso- 
lete, being  in  disuse  ever  since  the  time  of  Henry  VI.  At  pre- 
sent the  market  ia  on  Saturday,  and  is  very  well  attended.  Its 
site  is  Gommodkios ;  the  market  cross  being  covered  with  an  oc- 
tagonal roof,  and  serving  for  a  market  house.  The  shamblea  aho 
are  roony,  dean,  and  neat. 

The  Fairs  are  now,  on  the  16th  of  Bfarch  for  homed  cattle 
and  sheep;  6th  of  May  fw  the  same,  and  a  show  of  stallions ; 
9lh  of  September  for  homed  catde,  sheep,  and  swine.  There  are 
abo  aone  Mteiingf  lately  established  for  sale  of  cattle ;  these  are 
on  tlie  0Mh  of  January,  13tfa  of  Febraary,  I4th  of  Apnl,  14th  of 
inae,  ddL  of  July,  18th  of  August,  19th  of  Kovember,  Idth  of  De- 
cember ;  and  if  any  of  these  Ihil  on  a  Sunday,  they  are  to  be  held 
00  the  following  day. 
TbovsbOakham  can|iot  be  said  to  have  isAprpved,  yet  it  is  evi- 

E  2  dent 


99  MJTLANtoSHItS. 

dent  that  it  U  improving ;  partly  from  Ihe  inereaaed  interoausa 
ariaing  from  these  agricultOFal  meetings,  and  partly  from  its  new 
line  of  water  communication.  Much,  hoireYer,  reaiains  yet  to 
be  done,  and  Mr.  Parkinson,  in  bis  Sunrey,  says,  with  great 
justice,  that  it  would  derive  great  adraatagea  from  a  complete 
inclosure  of  all  the  lands  in  the  parish  and  vicinity,  being  a  OMr- 
ket  town,  having  the  convenience  of  a  navigation,  **  and  being  the 
most  improvable  Lordship  I  ever  viewed;  tlie  land  being  not 
only  saperior  to  every  oth^r  parish  in  the  county,  but  perbaps 
to  any  in  the  kingdom,  and  would  certainly  double  its  present 
rental,  having  not  only  some  of  the  best  tillage  land,  but  some  ss 
fine  fattening  land  as  shall  be  found  in  any  district." 

We  have  already  noticed  several  of  the  aiicimf  Families  of  this 
place,  to  which  we  may  add,  that  the  fiBimily^of  Flore,  or  Flower, 
was  an  ancient  and  eminent  name,,  and  bad  a  seat  in  tiiis  town, 
together  with  a  very  handsome  freeh<^d  estate,  consisting  of  ten 
messuages,  an  hundred  acres  of  land,  ten  acres  of  meadow,  sad 
all  their  appurtenances,  h^ld  of  the  lord  of  the  manor  by  fealty 
only.  Roger  Flore,  son-in-law  of  William  Dalby  already  nen- 
tioned,  was  of  this  family,  and  was  of  great  note  in  the  tomi. 
His  will  Ibnns  a  singular  memorial  of  ancient  customs,  and  iu  it. 
he  bequeaths  his  )iody  to  the  parish  charch,  giving  bis  best  tni- 
nral  to  the  vicar  lor  a  mortuary,  together  with  ten  shillings  for 
forgotten  tythes.  To  the  chaplain  he  gives  two  shiUiags,  tad 
one  shilling  to  every  other  chaplain  inhabiting  the  town.  There 
were  tbree  guilds,  (resembling  our  Friendly  Societies)  in  Otk* 
ham  in  his  time,  and  to  each  of  these.  Holy  Trinity,  Blessed  Vir- 
gin, and  St  Michael,  ha  gives  forty  shillings ;  and  to  every  order 
ef  friars  at  Stamford,  the  Carthusians  at  Coventry,  the  Abbey  of 
Westminster,  and  the  Prior  of  Laond,  the  sum  of  six  marks,  for 
which  they  were  to  pray  for  the  souls  of  Catharine  his  late  wife, 
of  William  his  father,  of  Ellen  his  mother,  and  of  Edmund  I>aka 
of  York,  die  next  gives  forty  pounds  to  a  certain  number  of 
cliaplains,  whom  his  executors  were  to  nominate,  in  order  thai 
they  might  pray  (fox  point  d'  Argent,  poini  de  Suisse,  was  the 
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Dider^f  the  day)  as  an  additional  force^  for  his  own  sonl^  the  sonl 
9fKing  Henry  V.  and  all  the  souls  already  ))roTided  for.  Besides 
these  legfltcies,  he  gave  to  the  poor,  who  should  assist  in  praying 
at  his'obsequies,  the  sum  of  fifty  marks;  to  the  alms-house,  or 
hospital,  fifty  shillings  for  the  repair  of  the  chapel,  and  for  orna- 
ments to  the  altar,  besides  fburpence  to  every  poor  man  in  the 
hoQse;  fifty  shillings  for  the  repair  of  the  high  roads,  bridges,  and 
causeways;  and  agoWn  of  Coventry  frieze,  and  a  new  shirt,  to 
each  of  twenty  poor  people  of  the  town. 

It  appears  this  very  pious  and  charitable  gentleman  had  formed 
the  impropriate  tythes  of  the  parish  under  the  Abbot  of  West- 
minster; ha  left  a  shilling  to  every  monk  of  that  abbey  who  was 
in  priest's  orders,  and  eightpence  to  those  who  were  not.  To  the 
Great  Guild  at  Coventry,  he  bequeadied  forty  shillings ;  to  the 
Prior  and  Canons  of  Brooke,  thirteen  shillings  andfourpence; 
^  same  snm  to  the  nuns  qf  Langley,  and  of  Huntingdon,  and  to 
the  Prior  and  Canons  of  Newstead,  near  Stamford.  To  the  mas- 
ter of  the  chauntry  at  Manton,  whom  he  appointed  one  of  his 
executors,  he  bequeathed  his  own  pair  of  beads,  with  ten  Aves  of 
silver,  and  a  gUt  Paiemoster,  praying  him  to  be  mindful  of  him 
when  he  went  through  "  our  Lady's  Psalter''  with  them.  To  his 
second  wife,  who  survived  him,  he  left  two  manors  in  Lincolnshire, 
but  that  was  on  condition  of  her  taking  on  her  the  Mantle  ana 
Bmg,  and  vowing  Chtutiiy;  this  perhaps  was  the  most  difficult 
condition  prescribed  in  his  will ;  she  had  borne  him  five  sons  and 
one  daughter. 

*  The  fomily  of  Bfmim«>  seems  also  to  have  been  of  ancient  re- 
pute io  this  town  and  county.  Sir  John  Brown,  who  was  Lord 
Mayor  of  London,  in  the  reign  of  Edward  IV.  (1481)  was  son  of 
John  Brovrn  of  this  place.  He  died  in  1497,  and  his  son  Sir  Wil- 
liam Brown  was  Lord  Mayor  in  each  of  the  reigns  of  the  two  sue- 
eessive  Henrys. 

But  the  most  remarkable  character  in  the  Biography  of  this 
pkee  was  J^ery  Hufitim,  whom  Fuller,  not  inaptly,  calls  the 
least  man  of  Uie  least  county  in  England.     Mr.  Wright,  who 
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ftates  him  to  be  memor&ble  on  many  noeonnU,  uj%  be  ^ntlki 
sou  of  one  John  Hadson,  a  person  of  «  Tery  mean  oondition,  luA 
of  a  lusty  stature,  as  vere  all  his  other  children.  JeAry  wis 
born  in  1619,  and  when  abo?e  seven  years  old,  and  only  eig^iteea 
inches  in  height,  he  was  taken  into  the  fiunily  of  the  Dake  of 
Buckingham  at  Barley  on  the  Hill,  as  a  rarity  of  aatore ;  and  the 
court  being  there  about  that  time  in  progress,  he  mm  served  «p  st 
table  in  a  cold  pie.  After  the  marriage  of  Charles  I.  with  the 
Princess  Henrietta  Maria  of  France^  he  was  presaited  to  lbs 
queen,  and  became  her  dwarf;  and  it  mui^  have  been  aboattbst 
time  that  the  king's  great  porter,  during  a  masque  at  Whitehsil« 
pulled  him  oat  of  his  pocket  to  the  great  surprize  of  ^  cam- 
papy. 

Soon  after  he  was  sent  to  France  to  bring  oyer  the  qnesn's 
midwife,  but  on  his  passage  was  captured  by  a  Rreach  pirale,  and 
carried  prisoner  to  Dunkirk,  on  which  occasion  Dayeoant  wrots  a 
mock-heroic  poem,  with  the  title  of  *'  Jeffireidos/'  In  this  he  ssfSj 
that  when  the  vessel  was  captured,  this  great  Uttle  man 

**  ReaoW'd  to  hida  him  where  they  tooacr  sH^t 
•Discover  him,  with  4meUiiia  than  with  sight. 
Bach  eye  was  now  enploj'd,  no  man  ooald  think 
Of  any  nncooth  nook«  or  narrow  chinkt 
But  itraight  they  sought  htm  there ;  in  holes  not  deep 
Bat  small,  where  atender  maggocs  us'd  to  creep; 
At  last  they  foand  him  close,  bene»ib  a  spick 
And  almost  span-new-pentcr^andlestick  I" 

Being  liberated  by  the  French  court,  he  retnmed  to 
and,  during  the  civil  wara,  waa  a  Captain  of  Hone,  bntt 
panied  hia  Royal  mistress  on  her  return  to  her  native  ooaatry, 
where  he  challenged  a  Mr.  Crofta,  brother  to  Lord  Crafts, 
came  armed  to  the  ground  only  with  a  aqnirt,  which  ao 
the  little  hero,  that  he  insisted  on  fighting  with  piatols  on 
back,  and  actually  shot  his  antagoniat.  For  thia  he  waa  eipclled 
the  court ;  but  after  the  tleatoratioa  he  retamed  to  EngMi  «^» 
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it  hu  hem  «tid^  was  ntfc  Caji^taiii  of  a  Ship  of  War«  Thi^  how<- 
tftt,  is  rather  iiiilik«ly ;  y«t  it  ia  afact,  that  he  went  to  sea,  and 
<rto  taken  by  a  Tuiluah  pinrte,  who  carried  him  into  Barbary, 
where  be  Vaasdid  as  a  slafe^  and  contiinied  in  that  Mate  for  many 
years. 

He  was  at  length  redeemed,  and  retoming  to  England,  was 
svpported  by  a  pension  from  the  Buckingham  fiimily,  and  some 
«%her  bene(aetioB8.  During  the  troublesome  times  of  167B,  be 
was  suspected;  athd  being  known  to  be  a  Roman  Catholic,  he 
wan  arrested  in  the  metropolis,  and  conitned  for  some  time  in  the 
Oatefaooae  at  Westminster;  and,  thongh  soon  releaaed,  died  shortly 
afterwards.  It  is  said  Aat  he  neVergrew  between  hSa  seventh  and 
thhrtieth  years,  bnt  aftei*  thirty  lAot  up  to  three  fM  nine  inches; 
which  rapid  increase  he  himsdf  attributed  to  the  frequent  beatings 
he  bad  reoelTcd  whilst  in  darery. 

B^legtkorpe,  which  lies  about  two  miles  north-west  of  Oak- 
htm,  on  the  Melton  ttowbray  roa^  is  a  hamlet  of  that  parish^  and 
deaerres  notice  mendy  for  having  had  the  same  Manorial  Lords 
ever  itnee  the  time  of  Edward  the  Confessor,  with  the  e&ception 
of  a  short  interval  immediately  on  the  dissolution  of  the  monas* 
teries;  for  the  Abbot  and  Convent  of  Westminster  are  now  re- 
presented in  their  territorial  righti  by  the  Dean  and  Chapter,  to 
wiM»m  the  manor  was  condrmed  by  Charter  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  i# 
1509. 

XcMtgAtfm,  about  one  mile  further  ou  tiie  same  road,  was  also 
coBiidered  as  n  hamlet  of  Oakham,  at  the  Nonban  Suhrey^  and 
seems  to  have  followed  the  same  course  of  territorial  p^saesaion, 
wliatiiet  by  grant  or  purchase,  until  the  reign  of  Queen  EBza- 
beUt;*  When  having  been  sHded  by  Lord  Cromwell,  on  bin  aeeond 
JNm»  Sir  Gregory^  he  sold  it  under  autlinrity  of  a  licence  ftom 
Queen  EHsahetk  to  the  ancestor  of  the  late  Gainsborough  fo- 
inily. 

The  Ckufek,  or  Ciapet,  is  ab  ancient  building,  and  once  con* 
tainod  much  a^mor2a|,glas84  ^th  the  shields  of  the  kings  of  the 
East  Angka,  of  the  Beaachampa  Earia  of  Warwick,  and  the  an- 
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deal  CuBilieB  of  HMtiDgs,  Cliure^  &c.  tod  ktn  were  ahe  tvo  ntf 
ancient  alabaster  monuments  «f  the  foarteeBth  century,  Irat  aliaoii 
obliteraledL  The  village  itself  is  oonsidefable,  havii^  102  houMs, 
with  a  population  of  nearly  dQO«  of  whom  about  40  were  letuned 
as  employed  in  manu&ctures  and  trade.  This  is  one  of  the  parishes 
which  shares  fen  pounds  per  annum  ftr  the  edacation  of  its  poor 
chiUreo. 

The  vicinity  pf  this  village  is  in^stly  open  land,  ^d  coasisU  of 
swelling  hills,  presenting  pl  pleasing  variety  of  surface. 

/{^iA:^6oro  Iff  U  is  notified  in  all  (he  county  maps;  but  it  has  no- 
thing peculiar  to  distinguish  it»  expept  a  very  fi|i|(  pfoppect  over 
the  yale  of  CatmpiK,  and  (he  plains  of  Ueicestershire. 

^rai^fQti^  afi(4ently  Bravanston,  lies  on  the  hprders  of  Lear 
^eld  Forest,  of  which  it  was  a  part,  but  not  of  as  <4da  dateas 
the  Norman  Survey.  Its  first  mention  is  in  the  reign  of  Jdha» 
^hep  it  belonged  tp  the  family  of  Menil ;  and  soon  alter^  part  of  it; 
by  a  Royal  granf;,  was  the  property  of  the  Falconers;  of  whom, 
Robert  de  Falponer,  in  the  reign  of  Edward  I.  resided  here,  aal 
had  smnmoui  i0  attend  that  monarch  with  hor»e  and  anas,  to  Ber« 
Wipk  ^n  Tw^,  in  Ips  Scottish  wars. 

The  Chise}dens  seem  also  to  have  had  poasossion  here  about 
(he  time  of  Henry  V.  by  a  laarriage^with  Anpe^  dfuig^ter  and 
4ieiress  of  William  de  Bui:ghe;  and  in  the  reigii  of  Queeo  £li»* 
beth,  a  grant  was  made  to  Edward  Wymarke  of  London,  of  the 
ffispf  whiph  haa  been  considered  of  suffi^enf  consequence  to  be 
marked  even  ia  modern  county  maps|  and  yet  is  nothing  mora 
^an  a  parcel  of  fie|d  of  woodland  and  pasture,  about /purteenaoes 
in  extent  Thi#  latter  pareel  of  ground  cain^  in  the  reign  sf 
tfames  L  to  other  owners,  who  passed  it  in  trust  lo  Barton  Burton 
Qf  Dal^hapi,  f^r  the  axpress  t^rf(0^  pf  being  employ ediar  the  goad 
of  thfe  fr^c|ip|ders  of  this  (qwn  who  hava  common  m  i(|  aiao  lor  the 
support  of  a  preacher  for  Braunston  chapel,  and  for  ita  repairs;  and 
for  the  repair  of  high  roads,  and  relief  of  the  poor  as  tketraslcca 
should  think  Qt  This  trust  was  confirmed  in  1696,  and  we  her 
lieve  still  remains  in  force. 

The 


Tbe  dmith*  or  miller  ehapd,  (beloagfaigtoHaiiiiUoiiiMviiibiii 
aBothfir  hundied)  contaiiiB  nothing  cnrions,  except  some  monn* 
mental  memoriaLi  of  the  aneient  family  oT  Chiseldine,  who  floa« 
riehed  here  and  at  Uppingham  in  the  sixteenth  and  seTenteenth 
oeatories. 

Plirsaing  the  rente  to  tiie  sooth  ward^  and  through  Leafield  forest, 
and  by  the  borders  of  Leicestershire,  the  tourist  will  pass  through 
a  T^P  ipu^iMied^  well  cultivated,  and  well  wooded  country,  towards 
Bdicn,  another  small  town  within  the  forest,  but  of  a  more  re^ 
^ent  date  than  the  Nonpan  Surrey.  It  is  first  noticed  in  the 
reign  of  Eliraid  II,  when  it  was  the  property  of  the  Tery  an- 
ciept  fiunily  of  Blomit,  afterwards  Lords  Mon^oy.  In  the  reign 
pf  Edward  III*  \%  was  of  saffident  consequence  to  have  a  fiiir,' 
tlial  monarch  having  granted  to  the  Blounts,  then  Lords  of  it,  a 
licence  for  three  days,  on  the  eve,  day,  and  morrow,  of  St  James 
^e  Apostle,  but  with  the  special  exception,  that  it  should  not  be 
prejadicial  to  any  of  the  neighbouring  ones.  This  hit  is,  how* 
ever,  discoatinned. 

ffdion  passed  from  tlie  Blounts  to  Haselwood,  and  afterwards 
to  Vemey^  which  latter  fiunily  had  a  good  seat  here. 

The  church  is  a  chapelry  to  Wardley,  and  has  an  ancient  mono* 
jaent  of  the  Haselwoods;  and  much  of  the  land  in  formor  times 
wan  enjojied  by  various  monastic  establishments. 

WardUj^,  like  most  of  the  other  towns  upon  the  Forest,  was 
not  in  existence  at  the  Norman  Survey,  and  though  now  a  rec* 
toiy,  but  of  onoerlsin  origin,  was  then,  according  to  the  various 
antfaorities,  mevely  ai  member  of  some  of  the  neighbouring  places. 
|t  $|wt  ly^peais  on  manorial  recwd,  as  the  property  of  the  family 
of  De  Mttrdoj»,  from  whom  it  went  by  an  heiress  to  Basfcerville, 
alias  Boy  ville. 

The  village  has  nothing  curious,  but  is  extremely  pleasant, 
being  seated  in  Defspdale,  or  rather  on  its  borders,  and  on  the 
verge  of  that  winding  valley  through  which  runs  the  river  Eye, 
separatiog  Rutland  from  Leicestershire.  The.  broken  ground, 
the  ric|i  cultivation,  and  some  considerable  planting,  alo^tber 
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fb^nce  a  fitoe  effect,  and  form  a  rioh  Ut^grmtitd  la  Cli^  diitaaeca 
of  Leiceateraliire,  as  Tkfwfed  fnm  the  Mnf  gf oMids  taCween  Vp^ 
pingham  and  Deepdale;  the  latter  af  urtiidi,  tham^h  not  Very  ex* 
ieaaive,  ia  capable  tf  being  made  as  ebaivniBg  a  apat  aa  any  in  tte 
county.  It  is  a  deep  vale^  of  rather  meandering  course,  partly 
open  ground,  and  partly  iadoMres,  and  prcaentlng  ideaa  of  almost 
monastic  retirement 

baooKB,  near  Oakbam,  wsa  fonaeriy  pmt  of  Ae  fbreat  af 
leafieU,  and  then  mrittan  **  Broe.^  It  aeems  indeed  to  hate 
been  one  of  the  hamlets  of  Oikham  at  the  Norman  Surrey,  if 
il  was  tiien  ia  exislcace  asa  viHage;  but  k  Is  mentioned  in  the 
lisK  of  Walchdiaa  de  Fermia,  who  bad  taken  posaessian  of  part 
'of  tho  lands  here  without  legal  authority,  for  wMeh  fca  after- 
wards raoeivted  aa  aequittal,  ajcoompanied  by  a  grot  Near 
ihia  place,  saya  Mr.  Wright,  •*  was  aitaated  a  small  priory,  yet 
the  only  monastery  of  aither  sex  in  this  county.  Tbey  weio 
oanons  regular  of  St.  Auguatine.''*  It  wan  feanded  by  Hugh 
de  Terrars,  son  of  Walcheline,  in  the  time  of  Ritbard  I.  defi- 
cUted  to  the  Blessed  Vii^n,  and  given,  along  iMn  the  nanar  of 
Brooke,  to  the  prior  and  monks  at  Kenilwartb,  who  conlinned 
Lords  of  the  Manor  until  the  Dissolslion. 

Though  its  establishment  was  bat  small,  and  at  the  name  Kma 
eubordinate ;  yet  it  had  various  grslits,  whieb  may  hft  aeen  in 
Dugdale's  Monastieon,  Vol.  II.  page  130,  EdU.  1661 ;  and  tn  Na. 
433,  of  the  Harl.  Colt  it  appean,  that  these  diseipks  of  poverty 
were  not  cotttait  wtUi  Heaven  and  Earth,  bat  must  have  water 
also,  as  there  is  a  grant  *'  to  the  pryour  and  convent  of  the  frere 
pieahennr  in  the  towns  of  Rutlaade,  ibr  isbing  aritb  one  nette  in 
the  iveifr  a/  Ciowde,  from  Ratlande  ta  tb«  sea,'*  in  the  trst  year 
of  Richard  Ill.f 

At  tke  Dissoltttion,  in  the  9Sth  of  Henry  VIII.Tanner  says,  that 
this  monastery  waa  valued  at  forty  pounds.    Speed  and  Dogdale 
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*  L«Und,  Vol.  I.  p.  74,  sA^s  there  were  on\y  a  Prior  ind  two  Canons. 
^  We  hate  been  usable  tu  asccrtaiu  wliat  is  iiitc&detl  by  ibo  «  Water  «# 
Clsodo." 


flpoii  Urn  mfttilmg  ^e  Yake,  as  they  4o  indeid  in  ttioBt 
#lh0r  c«M0 ;  but  Umm  diffimnoev  nay  ariie  from  some  of  theaa 
mnt/Bn  cppying  firoa  the  original  RdU^Swmag,  and  okhera  se- 
Jeetiag  their  value  fram  the  LiUr  JB^yw,  When  tbeDianlutiaa 
look  plaoe,  Roger  Holweli  waatheprior^  and  had  ten  pooada  aa» 
aigned  him  out  of  the  revennea  *»  ^ 

The  priory  and  landa  were  granted  to  Anthony  Cope^  Eaq«  who 
aoM  them  to  Andrew  Noel  of  Dalby,  in  Leioeaterahife,  Eaq.  one 
of  the  genlknea  penaionera  to  Queen  Elizabeth^  and  aaoeator  of 
Che  late  Gainaboroagh  lamily»  and  whoae  aon  Edward  waa  not  only 
created  a  haronet  by  King  Jamai  I.  bnt  alio  ealled  by  the  eamo 
monareh  to  theHonae  of  Peen^  by  the  tiUe  of  Baron  Noel  of  Rid- 
lington. 

The  ehnrch  ia  anppoaed  to  have  been  that  beknging  to  tho 
monaatery,  for  it  ia  not  in  the  King'a  booka^  nor  is  it  to- 
corded  either  aa  a  rectory,  or  vicarage.  It  eontaina  an  old 
jnonnmeat  of  Jamea'a  time  for  Charlea  Noel,  aon  of  the  fint 
pardhaaer*  of  that  naane,  who  died  in  1619.  Here  alao  waa  a 
naoaioa  ^f  the  Node ;  but  loarcely  any  thing  remaina  of  it 

CrUNTSORPE  ia  marked  in  the  mapa  aa  a  vilbige ;  it  waa  ao 
ftrmerly,  nmat  certainly,  but  ia  no  longer  deaerving  of  the' 


EeLBTOK  ia  a  email,  but  oheerfiil  village,  aeated  aoMog  in- 
cloaed  gronada,  in  the  vale  of  Catmoae.  It  belonged  formerly 
to  the  Lorda  of  Oakham,  or  to  the  Crown,  aa  the  property  of  that 
manor  and  caatle  went  through  ita  varioua  ohargea;  but  waa  after* 
wards  in  the  posseaaion  of  Browne,  HarbotUe,  and  latterly  of  the 
Winehelaea  family. 

The  oharch,  which  ia  a  chapel  of  h»e  to  Oakham,  ta  a  re- 
odiiication  of  a  more  andent  building,  and  from  an  exteuaive  and 
very  antique  range  of  Gothic  arehea  on  ita  northern  aide,  it  seema 
to  be  tho  ranmiaa  of  a  very  extenaive  edifice.  Ita  tower  ia  quite 
aMidem,  and  baa  a  anmll  bnt  neat  apire^  which  feraia  a  good  ob- 
Jaet  in  craaaing  the  vak. 

Here 

•  WiUli's  Utitorj  of  Abbiesi  II,  199. 
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Here  was  a  Gaild^  whieh^  in  Willis's  Hisl^  of  AbUes,  is  nM 
to  have  paid  31.  19s.  6d.  to  Sir  Thomas  Kelso  \n  1553.  This 
Knigki,  however,  was  nothing  more  than  the  Gaild  Priest^  who 
is  then  stated  to  be  seventy  years  of  age,  unable  to  senre  a 
enre,  poor,  bat  of  good  repute  among  his  neighboors.  In  the 
Snrtey  of  Edward  VI^  it  appears  that  this  Guild  was  founded 
for  the  maintenance  of  one  priest  to  sing  mass  there  /or  ever, 
and  had  an  endowment  of  lands  in  various  parts  of  the  county 
df  the  value  of  51.  Ss.  and  6d.  oat  of  which  11.  9a.  annually  were 
paid  to  difoent  persons,  and  the  remainder  to  the  priest.  At  that 
period,  Egleton  must  have  been  a  very  small  place,  as  it  is  stated 
to  have  had  only  four  "  honsling  people,''  or  eommilnicants;  and 
its  lands  were  then  dissolved  and  granted  by  the  Crown,  to  hold 
of  the  manor  of  Eye,  in  Sufblk,  at  that  time  a  Royal  honour,  or 
manor. 

Part  of  these  lands  was  a  messuage  in  West  Street  in  Oak- 
liam,  with  two  yard-lands  in  the  common  fields  in  that  parish, 
rented  at  11.  13s.  4d. ;  there  were  also  a  cottage  opposite  to  the 
market-cross,  rented  at  fourteen  shillings,  a  void  piece  of  ground 
containing  half  a  rod,  adjoining  to  the  stone  wall  belongring  to 
the  cottage,  valued  at  two  shillings,  and  a  small  piece  of  ground 
containing  by  estimation  thirty  feet  in  length,  and  six  feet  ia 
breadth,  adjoining  to  the  east  end  of  tlie  orohard  attached  to 
the  cottage,  of  the  yearly  value  of  fourpence.  Such  were  the 
humble  possessions  of  this  humble  society,  which  seems  to  have 
home  some  slight  resemblance  to  our  modern  Friendly  Societies, 
though  established  for  very  difierent  purposes. 

These  ancient  Guilds  are  suppctsed  to  derive  their  name  from 
tbe  Saxon  word  "  Geld,"^'  signifying  ilfoii€y;  the  members  as- 
sociated for  porpoaes  of  religion,  or  charity,  contributing  money 
and  landa,  and  afterwards  the  associations  for  commercial  poi^ 
poses  assumed  the  same  name.  The  religious  and  eharitabis 
Guilds  had  firequent  meetings,  particularly  on  the  anniveisaiy 
of  their  patron  Saint,  when  they  elected  their  various  ofioci% 
and  they  always  maintained  a  priest,  whose  duty  it  was  to  say 


BUTLAMDSBimJk  •! 

bolh  far  the  geod  esUtle  of  the  liviDg  m^mben,  and  alM 
Cor  the  aouk  of  the  deptrledtf 

Olipsbam,  tboagh  in  this  bimihred,  is  yet  on  the  nortiHeufi 
▼ittge  of  the  connly^  m  circnmtloace  arising  from  the  events  of  it* 
territorial  poeucsiion :  for  in  the  reign  of  Edward  li.  it  waa  in  thia 
hands  of  WiUiam  de  la  Zoucb,  Baita  of  Harriogworth,  and  heU 
hy  him  Irom  the  erown  an  part  of  the  honor  of  Oakham^  by  tfaer 
service  of  the  twentieth  part  of  a  knigbt'a  fee.  The  editott.of 
Magna  Britannia  art>  however,  of  opinion  that  it  bebnged  to  Oak*- 
bam  bnndred  previoos  to  this,  which  waa  in  the  reign  of  Henry 
IV. ;  and  they  tsike  occasion  from  this  to  notice  an  obsenraAioiri 
of  Sir  WiUiam  Dagdale  in  his  Warwickshire,  where,  sneaking 
of  various  parte  of  one  connty  being  miukUedp  as  it  we^^  in  aA^ 
other,  he  accounts  for  it  by  supposing  Ibat  in  all  cases,  even  where* 
there  are  no  existing  records,  these  parts  or  parcek  were  fomeiw 
ly  the  poasessions  of  great  landholders,  who,  in  order  to  avoid 
trouble  at  their  manor  courts  by  their  estates  being,  under  different 
UMMiicipal  jufiadictions,  got  leave  from  the  crown  to  have  these 
small  extraneous  portions  removed  municipalli^  from  the  cenntiet 
in  which  they  were  locally  situated. 

The  finmily  of  Zouch  having  forfeited  at  the  battle  of  Bosworth,- 
tlie  then  baron  being  attainted  in  the  first  parliament  called  by 
Henry  VII«  these  lands  were  granted  to  David  Philips ;  but  after- 
wards coming  to  the  crown  were  held  hy  the  Harrington  faai^, 
from  whose  heir  they  went  to^  Archdeacon  Johnson,  the  founder 
of  Oakham  Free-school,  or  at  Icaat  to  his  nephew ;  since  whick 
they  have  several  times  changed  hands. 

The  church  is  a  rectory  :  it  is  of  some  antiquity,  and  Ima  som^ 
armorial  glass  in  its  'windows ;  but  this,  in  the  opinion  of  Mr* 
Blore,  must  have  been  removed  here  from  the  kmg  ruined  chuck 
at  Pickworth,  as  it  bean  a  reference  to  the  bearinga  of  the  land* 
holders  of  that  parish. 

Here  was  a  channtry  founded  by  De  La  Zouch ;  and  an  ex« 
tract  from  its  Survey  will  shew  the  rapacity  with  which  the  pro- 
perty of  the  variooa  religiooa  foaadatioos^  however  small,  was 

seized 
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■eixed  on  by  Heiiry  VIII.  attd  hv  iiorde  <tf  plttnteMS^  irtM«  is 
their  great  zeal  for  the  destniction  of  raperatition,  aeem  to  have 
had  no  objeetion  to  fHI  their  poeketa  with  ita  apoila*  Thia  Sar^ 
vty,  taken  in  the  aecond  year  of  Edwafd  VI .  aaya,  that  th« 
ehautttry  waa  "  fonoded  for  the  maintenance  of  one  prieat  to  sing 
ikerefor  ever  ;  hath  landa  and  tenementa  in  the  eonntiea  of  Rat« 
land  and  Lincoln,  to  the  ralne  of  one  hondred  and  aix  ahillingia 
aand  eight-pence^  whereof  rente  resolnteare  fonr-'pence  only ;  ao 
that  there  remaina  clear  for  the  portion  of  the  ehaontry  prieat»  Sir 
Behert  Taylor,  aig:ed  forty«aix  yeara,  who  ia  impotent,  hut  of  Tery 
hoMBt  report^  and  hath  nothing  to  live  open  hat  hia  channtry, 
an  hundred  and  aix  diillings  and  foor«pence  per  annnm;  and  oot 
•f  it  he  paya  yearly  for  tentba  to  the  king  nine  ahillinga  and 
eight-pence.  There  did  hdomg  to  thia  cbauntiy  one  chalice,  par* 
eel  gilt>  which  waa  delirered  to  the  jewel-houae,  aad  oraamantn^ 
fahied  ait  twelve  ahiUinga  and  fcnr-pence/' 

Of  modem  timea  there  ia  nothing  particalar  to  notice  reapect- 
Ing  Cltpahnm,  except  that  here  ia  a  neat  and  commodiooa  man-^ 
aion  occnpied  by  — —  Snow,  Esq. 

ALSTOE  HUNDRED, 

te  which  we  now  approach,  ia  the  most  extenaive  diviaion  of  Rat« 
land,  being  27,091  acrea.  It  eontaina  the  pariahea  of  Ashwdl, 
Borley,  Cotamore,  Exton,  Greatham,  Market  Overton,  Pickwortb, 
Stretton,  Tigli,  or  Teigh,  Thistlet^n,  Wissendine,  and  Whiiwell, 
amd  includes  the  whole  northern  pait  of  the  county  bordering  on 
lincoln  and  Leicestershirea..  and  uniting  with  every  other  hundred 
eveept  Wrangdyke. 

The  fee  of  the  whole  hundred,  aa  early' aa  the  reign  of  Ed* 
iward  I.  waa  in  possession  of  Edmund  Earl  of  Cornwall,  son  of 
Richard,  a  younger  sen  of  King  Johu,  and  elected^  king  of  the 
Romans,  from  whom  it  came  afterwards  to  the  crown.  It  is  cc- 
rious  that  this  hundred  has  not  a  single  market-town,  although 
it  appears  that  Market  Overton  was  so  formerly. 

Entering  the  hundred  from  Oakham,  the  ftrat  place  irhich  pre- 
9  aeata 
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Mutft  iUelf  tQ  our  notice^  aad  whkh;  ind^  m  MmpieaMi  ItMi 
^1  parts  of  ll^e  couivtyi  is 

BURLEY-ON-THE^HILI., 

the  magnificent  seat  of  the  £arl  of  Winchelaea,.  near  to  which  v^ 
s  very  pleasant  Tillage  of  the  same  Dan>e«  seated  mi  a  hUl,  which 
rises  abruptly  from  the  yale  of  Catoioae^  and  coiomttiidft  si  moal 
extenaiTe  prospect  The  village  of  Burleif  is  bat  small^  ani 
contains  a  few  very  genteel  niansii90s«.  and  acme  neat  cofttag^^ 
which  seen  to, owe  their  comfort  and.eonveoiene0  Id  their  vicisitji 
In  this  nobb  manaion*  whieh  is  the  pride  of  tbis  little  coonty/ 
*  and  mnst  be  acknowledged  to  be  amongst  the  finest,  seats  in  thar 
kingdom. 

The  territorial  property  of  this  place  in  t]i«Stt«n  limes  wa&in 
Ibe  hands  of  Vlf,  who  l&eld  it  of  the  crown  as  seven 
\fy  the  name  of  '*  Burgelal;''  but  he  se^na  to  haveJosVit  i 
diately  after  the  Norman  Conqneat^  as  it  waa  soon  after  in  that 
possession  of  Gilbert  d^  6ant>  one  of  the  Coa<)«erar's  giaataslt 
fcvouriles.  He  granted  it  to  one  Qqwfni^  who.  famed  it  as.  two 
camcates  of  demesne  with  thirty  Villeins;  and  theisewece  aka 
eighty  Bordarii,  who  possessed  fbnr  carnaataiiaadi  thirty  .actes 
of  meadow  land.  It  is  evident  tluit  the  present  paiJ^»  Cf  part  at  it; 
ffct  leasts  was  then  in  existence ;  for  there  is  said^t9  h|v«  be«i  al 
that  tio^  a  wood  of  one  mile  iu  lengthy  and  three  .fttdoaig^' in; 
breadth.  At  the  Norman  Survey^  the  whole  waa  estiaiated.  at 
five  pounds,  which  was  a  rise  of  twenty^fiye  per  eenl«  on  tha 
waJue  in  the  reign  of  Edward  the  Coafessor :  new  if  this  rise  wMi 
ai^tually  a  real  increase  in  value,  it  shews  a  rapid  improvement  m. 
the  kingdom  in  a  space  of  less  than  half  a  century.  There  is  a 
ckficiency  of  historicsd  jBvidence  respecting  Barley^  from  this  pe* 
rind  until  the  reign  of  Edward  II.  when  we  find  it  in  the  hands 
af  Nicholas  de  Segrave;  and  it  is. a  curious  faet»  that  another 
considerable  village,  of  which  he  was  also  lord,  is  now  com- 
pleialy  annihilated.  This  was  called  Alestkorp,  and  was  of  sniB* 
cisnt  cojmequence  to  be  valued  in  the  Norman  Survey  at  forty 

shillings 
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sliilliagrs^  having  ^leten  ViUdns  and  four  Sofdarit,  who  oceo^fied 
ibur  canicateB  and  sixteen  acres  of  meadow,  besides  a  wood  <lf 
tliree  furlongs  by  two. 

In  the  reign  of  Edi^ard  III.  Burley  was  held  by  Warrene  de 
Insnlay  or  De  L'Isle,  who  soon  after  conveyed  it  to  Anne,  the 
lady  of  Sir  Edward  De  Spenser,  Knt  in  whose  heirs  it  renudned 
antil  the  reign  of  Richard  II.  at  which  period  it  is  meniord>lle  as 
being  the  spot  from  whence  Henry  Spenser,  then  Bisho]^  of  Nor« 
wich,  collected  a  few  troops,  in  order  to  oppose  the  designs  of  the 
rioters  nnder  Jack  Straw  and  Wat  Tyler,  many  of  whom  were 
becoming  very  active  in  his  diocese,  led  by  one  John  Lyster  of 
that  city^  This  warlike  bishop  seems  to  have  been  the  lord  of 
the  manor. 

It  is  needless  to  puiistie  iln  descent  throngh  a  long  line  of  the 
fiimiKes  of  Plessington,  Franeeis,  Sqicote,  Dnrant,  Wadi^e,  snd 
Brookesby ;.  fnHB  which  last  three,  then  joint  hein,  it  was  sold 
into  the  Harrington  fhiaily  in  the  reign  of  Elizabeth,  widi  whom 
it  remained  till  it  was  purchasoaof  the  heir-genera!  by  Sir  George 
VilHen,  the  fiunoim&VMrileof  Jamesl.  who  created  him  Dnkeof 
Buckingham. 

Mr.  Wright  Idb  vs  that,  after  he  had  purchased  it,  he  siade 
it  one  of  the  finest  seats  in  these  parts  of  England ;  improving 
die  honse  to  that  advantage,  that  it  became  a  second  Bdveir, 
and,  in  some  respects,  soperior  to  that  famoas  seat  of  die  Earls 
of  Rutland,  being  sitvate  on  a  hill,  with  a  princdy  park  and 
woods  adjoining,  and  overlooking  the  little,  but  rich  vale  of  Cat' 
mose.  Here  il  wsn,  he  adds,  that  the  Duke  entertained  King 
James  and  all  his  coort,  in  a  manner  worthy  the  gratitode  of  so 
beloved  a  favourite ;  nor  was  religion  forgotten  in  the  nudst  of 
this  courtly  jollity ;  for  in  the  printed  sermons  of  the  fiunoas 
Bishop  Andrews,  there  are  several  whieh  are  said  to  have  been 
preached  before  the  king  at  Burley. 

Ben  Jonsou  also  seems  to  have  given  some  oeWbrity  to  this 
place ;  for  here  it  was  that  his  Masque  of  the  ''  Gypsies."  was 
first  performed  before  bis  majesty.  Prince  Charies,  and  the  oomrt. 

Tha 
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vti  to  pbtaed  wilii  iV  m  to  h«fe  iipwfomed  tevenl  tiiiM»  dwr* 

ing  tlie  sMie  progress^  pariictihrly  at  Beltoir^  and  at  Windsor. 

So  ilrMg  wtt  tUs  pkco,  both  in  its  node  of  building,  and 
fr0B  its  sitaalion,  that  in  Ik^  civil  wars  llie  Pariiamenlaiiatt 
•nmjy  wUch  was  tbon  most  powerfal  faere»  placed  a  small  gmr^ 
rison  in  tl  ibr  the  pnrpooe  of  gaarfing  ttoir  Gonnty  ComsMttoc^ 
end  also  of  harassing  the  country ;  but,  fearing  an  attatek  from 
the  Boyalist  party,  and  feeling  themseW^  too  weak  to  occupy, 
with  any  ohanco  of  success,  sudi  an  eztensiYe  line  of  defence, 
the  garrison  set  fire  to  the  house  and  furniture,  and  then  left  it 
'^  Yet  the  staUes/'  says  Wright,  ''  scaped  the  efktX  of  their 
malice,  whidi  remain  to  this  day,  the  noblest  (or  at  least  equal  to 
any)  haiUing  of  thia  kind  in  England.'' 

After  the  Restorstion,  this  edifice  lay  in  raina  fer  maay  years ; 
for,  though  the  last  Duke  of  Buckingham  lived  for  some  time  after 
that  events  being  mnch  involved  in  debl»  he  was  obliged  to  dis- 
peso  of  gveat  part  of  his  estates,  when  this  was  sold  to  Daniel 
Earl  of  Nottingham.  This  £unily  (afterwards  iiymriting  the 
cUer  title  of  Winchelaea)  have  since  that  made  it  their  j|ninoi<- 
pal  leaidence,  it  being  rebuilt  in  ito  present  form  by  the  first  pur*- 


The  Findk  fomily  seem  to  have  had  an  hereditary  eminence  in 
the  study  and  practice  of  the  law,  almost  ever  since  the  reign  of 
laawa  I.  in  whose  time  Sir  Henry  Pinch  was  a  learned  serjeant  at 
Inw,  and  was  the  author  of  "  Nomotechnos,''  a  valaaUe  work, 
though  pevhapa  partaking  something  of  the  quibbling  i^irit  of  that 
penoQ. 

Sir  Heneage  Finch  was  recorder  of  London  in  the  reign  of 
Charleal. 

Sir  John  Pinch  wee  the  Queen's  attorney,  and  also  speaker  of 
the  Houae  of  Commons;  and  it  waa  he  who  was  forcibly  held  in 
the  chair,  on  his  refiising  to  countenance  their  proceedings.  He 
is  aaid  nhnya  to  have  abhorred  Elliott's  doctrine,  "  that  men 
ahonld  not  be  questioned  for  ofiences  in  Parliament;  as  if  that 
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reverend  assembly  were  called  fafe\no  Misf.  futf^otie^  ihAn  IIhC 
lurMont  spirits  migiit  be  at  Ubevly.iQi  speak ; tMaaoA •  onde  every-* 
three  years/ '  When  que6tioAed;retpdctiiig  S/iip  Mimiy;  ln»  aaswer ' 
was^ ''  that  if  the  whole  :wcFe  in  danger/  11l|e  Avbble  ougbt  to  oob- 
tiibote/'    Wheil  Jie  tiras  urgid-  to  jjefrditbl^  reimwitnuipr  in  Fwr^ 
liametit)  he.  refused,  on  the  plea^.^f  tl^at  at  any  tate  autbority  imnKi. 
be  vindicated  from  contempty  since' the  life  ^f  gonchnmeni  is  rqii»^' 
tation."  *  .        .  : 

After  rebiiildiug  the  House,  tiie  Earl  of  NottitaghaiD  enclosed  * 
the  Park  wilh  a  stone  wall  of.  nearly  six  mil^  rounds  It  now 
contains  1085  acres,  and  is  covered  with  very  lai^  oaks,  ebns, 
and  beech  trees,  of  great  valae,  and  beaotifuHy  iatermiiufed  with « 
M  kinds  of  forest  trees  f.  The  lawns  and  open  grounds  are  veiy 
€  xiensive ;  and  though  its  surface  is  flat^  yet  it  possesses  some 
Tcry  rich  scenery,  with  a  curioos  groito,  and  othei*  oniam6DUl  de- 
corations. 

The  approach  to  tlie  house  leads  through  a  thick  slirttbbeiy,a» 
as  that  the  whole  north  side  bursts  upon  the  spectator  at  onw,- 
This  presents  a  centre  of  Que. elevation,  one  hundred  and  ninety* 
six  feet  in  length,  with  an  extensive  oolonade  on  each  side  joinuig 
it  to  the  offices.  A  long  range  of  superb  iipon  railing  separates 
the  court  from  the  road,  and  the  tourist  enters  between  two  kaiid«» 
some  lodges^  after  which  he  has  to  traverse  a  walk,  of  270  yards, 
to  the  grand  entrance,  which  is  in  the  north  ia^de.  It  is  diffi-* 
(Hilt  to  imagine  any  thing  more  superb  tlian  this  gsand  coup 
d'ceii  with  tite  mansion  in  front,  tlie  cireular  cdoqade  supported 
by  light  airy  pillars  on  the  sides,  and  the  offices  on  «ach  wing, 
all  built  of  a  fine  light  grey  stone,  brought  at  an  immense  expense 
from  the  quarries  at  Ketton,  and  at  Clipsham,  and  foming  a 
^ourt  sup|)Osi«d  to  be  the  largest  iu  the  kingdom.  Its'  style  of 
architecture  is  of  the  Doric  order,  ^  but  not  overloaded  with  emn- 
mcnts.  The  east  and  west  fronts  are.  even  plain,  and  are  each 
niiiety«-six  feet  ii^  extent ;  and  the  south  front  is  a  counter^part  of 
the  northern  face.     On  the  southern  front  is  the  .snpeib  temoe, 
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dOO  yards  in  lengthy  and  12*broad,  from  whence  the  view  over  the 
gardens;  ornamented  grounds,  and  adjacent  country,  is  beautifol  in 
th^  extreme. 

This  elegant  mansion  owes  mnch  of  its  modem  splendour  to 
the  present  Earl,  for  it  had  been  iii  some  part&  almost  in  a  state 
of  dilapidation  during  his  long  minority  ;  but  it  is  now,  through- 
out, in  a  complete  repair^  and  presenration. 

On  entering  the  principal  Saloon  on  the  groundofloor,  the 
tisitor  cannot  fail  being  struck  with  the  lightntes  and  extreme 
simplicity,  amounting  almost  to  plainness,  with  which  it  is  fitted 
np ;  yet  it  has  an  air  of  elegistnce,  perfectly  compatible  with  this 
impression.  This  apartment  contains  a  very  good  lull  length 
portrait  of  the  present  Earl,  in  his  Installation  Robes  a(S  a 
Knight  of  the  Garter,  by  Woodford ;  and  here  ar«  some  very  ele- 
gant marhle  slabs,  inlaid  with  lapis  lazuli.  Blue  John  or  Derby- 
shire spar,  &e. 

The  Drawing  Roobi  is  exquisitely  furnished,  and  contains 
some  good  family  pictures,  and  paintings  of  the  Italian  sehool. 
Amongst  others  are  Heneage  Lord  FincA,  and  Ladif  Essex 
Finch  his  sister,  as  a  boy  and  ghrl  in  1695 ,  Prince  of  Wales, 
and  Duke  of  York,  whilst  boys,-  iu  the  robes  of  the  Garter,  by 
Btompton ;  Dying  Virgin  surrounded  by  angels,  by  Carlo  Dolci, 
the  expression  very  fine ;  a  Dead  Christ  recumbent  in  the  se- 
t>nlchre,  and  supported  by  attgete,  the  anatomical  keeping  and 
mortal  relaxation,  still  seemingly  possessing  a  spirit  of  immortal 
renovation,  are  exquisitely  preserved  ^  this  is  by  the  same  master; 
a  Magdalen;  a  Madona,  equal,  ff  not  perhaps  superior,  to  any 
thing  of  the  kind  in  the  kingdom  ^  the  drapery  is  exquisite,  and 
the  living  relief  of  the  thumb  would  gratify  any  person  of  taste, 
even  if  there  was  not  another  picture  in  the  mansion  to  repay  the 
trouble  of  a  journey.  There  are  some  other  family  portraits,  but 
none  deserving  particular  notice. 

The  Book  Room  is  an  airy  cheerful  apartment,  and  ex- 
tremely interesting  from  the  number  of  excellent  family  por- 
thiits,  connected  both  With  the  public  and  domestic  history  of 
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|iabt  ttines.  Here  are  Ueme^^  'FtmA,  Earl  of  Nottwgham^  and 
Lord  Chaocellvr  in  I6ti0,  iu  his  Robe»;  Lard  JefferieB,  son  of 
the  Chancellor  Jefferies ;  Amte^  Cottntess  of  Winchelsea  fuid  Not. 
tii^ham,  b  1727;  Ikmiei,  Earlo/Wmchefsea,  her  huabftiul,  who 
built  the  house ;  Charlotte^  Ducheis  of  Somerset,  their  daughter; 
HowmrahU  fViUiam  Finek,  husband  of  the  irenerahle  Lidj 
Charlotte  Finch,  and  father  of  the  present  Earl;  Lady  CkarloiU 
Finch,  daughter  of  the  Earl  of  Pomirety  and  Goveraesa  to  the 
Princesaes ;  Sophia  Lady  Lempster ;  Pretent  Eari  irkes 
young,  as  an  Oxotetan,  in  1771 ;  Charlotte  Herbert,  daiq^hter 
of  Lord  Pembroke,  wife  of  Lord  Jefleries,  and  grandmother  U 
Lady  Charlotte  Fineh. 

From  this  the  visitor  enten  the  Small  DRfioaryo  Rooi^ 
wiiieh  is  rich  in  oraameut^  containing  John  Carteret,  Eari  of 
Gnmtille,  liOrd  President  of  the  Council  in  1744;  a  very  eoii* 
Otts  antique  portrait  of  a  lady,  on  board;  Infant  Christ  playing 
wiih  flowters,  an  estquisite  piece,  in  which  the  artist  has  contriTcd 
to  mingle  the  majesty  and  benevolence  of  Divinity,  with  all  the 
artless  playfuUieas  of  tba  interesting  child;  Sophia,  ComnUu  rf 
GruMville,  sister  of  Lady  Charlotte  Finch,  &c.  The  visitor  will 
also  notioe  in  this  apartment  a  very  ancient  and  highly  enrioas 
cabinet  of  aiaihle  and  spar,  representing  ilowers,  &c.  in  their  n** 
-tural  oolouts. 

The  Little  Bebeook  is  rather  a  neglected  apartment,  and 
one  which  the  guide  will  pass,  unless  the  risilor  expreasca  a  par* 
ticular  wish  to  see  it.  It  will  repay  his  trouble ;  for  it  eontalaa 
two  or  three  specimens  highly  deserving  of  notice.  There  is  a 
curious  portrait  of  froMiref,  Dacheis  of  Somerset,  in  the  seven* 
teeuth  century  ;  «lso  an  ancient  picture,  with  a  collar  of  S.  8. 
which  has  every  appearance  of  being  an  original  of  the  fiunoua 
Chancellor  Bacon  ;  but  the  most  remarkable,  and  which  wooM 
be  highly  disgusting  and  repulsive,  were  it  not  for  the  exquisite 
expression  and  execution,  ia  a  Bacchanalian  piece,  which  has  un* 
fortunately  suffered  from  the  eonnoiiseurship  of  the  gentlemen  of 
the  shoulder-knot,  to  wliose  accommodation  this  apartment  had 
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bten  a^roprinttd  m  croivded  oeeasioiHr.  In  tbis,  Bacobas  is  re* 
pWBestod  ridtifg  on  the  boar  al  the  head  of  a  proceBsion*  followed 
by  little  drankoft  Copicb  on  thegoal^  some  of  them  tvmbling  off; 
BBCtkm  n  avpported  by  inebr iaied  tatyn^  one  of  whom  is  so 
fior  gone  ao  to  spill  his  liquor;  these  are  followed  by  Bacchantes, 
CH0  of  wfaoai  is  naked,  and  beating  a  cymbal ;  in  her,  every  dis* 
gasting  idea  .connected  with  inebriety  and  indecency  in  the  sex 
.  is  conbiaed,  yet  the  skill  of  the  artist  is  so  exquisite,  that  it  is 
impossible  to  examine  the  piece  without  admiration  at  the  truth 
and  expression  of  his  talent;  in  short,  it  speaks  more  tlian  it 
might  well  be  sa^posed  ia  the  power  of  the  pencil  to  perform^ 
and  wo  rafttst  add,  Aat  although  this  painting  is  not  fit  for  ex- 
posure ia  a  Boudoir,  or  drawin^-foom^  yet  auch  is  its  character, 
that  it  ought  either  to  be  desiroyed^  or  preserved  with  the  strict* 
ett  omre  t  The  artist  is  unknown,  but  its  style  much  resemblea 
another,  wbioh  hangs  near  it,  of  Dutek  Akhymiois  by  D« 
Ryckaorl^  in  which  the  aMttodes,  expression,  and  employment, 
of  the  figures,  joined  to  the  elabovate  mtnuteiiess  of  the  accessories, 
and  the  exquisite  finish  of  the  whole,  point  it  out  as  desenring  m 
more  conqpicnous  situation. 

The  tourist  is  now  led  through  a  Waiting  Roow^  which 
eontaimi  two  or  three  good  deeepiive  pieces,  with  portraits  of 
doga,^. 

The  Anti-Room  has  two  good  fruit  pieces  of  grapes,  and 
■Mlona,  with  a  portrait  of  a  lady  in  a  Turkish  dress,  said  to  be 
by  Ral»ens,  and  certainly  not  unworthy  of  his  pencil;  at  any  rate 
it  deserves  a  better  place. 

The  LoNo  Library  is  an  ancient  part  of  the  old  mansion^ 
'%faieh  was  permitted  to  remain  in  the  last  re-edification.  Its 
windows,  at  one  end,  open  into  the  church  yard ;  but  as  they  seem 
to  be  always  kept  closed,  much  of  the  sombre  eflfect  is  pre- 
vent^ It  certainly  is  an  unpleasant  circumstance  in  the  mtua- 
tion  of  any  house  to  be  so  near  the  abodes  of  departed  mor- 
tality.  The  consciousness  of  this  must  always  operate  on  .the 
harmless  conviviality  of  society ;  or  if  it  faib  'in  that  eflfect,  it 
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can  only  do  so  by  destroying  sensatioQs  tlmt  ought  rather  ta 
be  encouraged  than  repressed :  and  though  it  may  be  irell  that 
the  silly  fears  of  ghosts  and  hobgoblins  is  naw  daily  losing 
ground,  yet  that  partial  good  may  be  more  than  oonnterbalaiioed 
by  the  unfeeling  habits  acquired  by  the  fTe({aent  paths  throegii 
burying-grounds^  and  the  consequent  contemptuons  treatment  oC 
the  scattered  relics  of  the  dead,  of  those  whose  bosoms  throbbed 
with  Tirtuotts  sentiments,  and  who^e  heads  possessed  mate  know* 
ledge  ami  judgment  than  those  of  the  unthinking  wretches  -mhq 
$j[>um  at  and  mutilate  their  remains ! 

This  apartment,  from  its  situation,  peems  totally  deserted^ 
yet  it  contains  some  things  worthy  of  notice.  At  one  end  is  % 
well  executed  architectural  painting  of  a  college  in  Italy,  with  f 
youth  in  the  attitude  of  study :  this  is  really  a  very  fine  piee^ 
both  for  perspective  and  execution.  Here  are  also  some  cviioaa 
portraits  ofSif  Tkomas  Barnes;  Lady  Rich;  Sir  John  Fimd^, 
Solicitor  General  tp  Charles  11. ;  Heneage,  Earl  ofA^Us^furdi 
Lord  Chancellor  Nottingham  in  his  robes ;  Charles  IL  ;  am 
old  portrait  of  Lord  Chief  Baron  Bell,  well  worth  notice ;  a 
female  suckling  her  child,  emblematical  of  Charity;  WiUiam 
Viscount  Hatton,  whp  was  governor  pf  Gaemsey  when  Castle 
Comet,  then  his  residence,  was  blown  up  in  1673;  at  which  time 
he  escaped  himself,  almost  miraculously,  but  lost  his  mother  and 
his  wife ;  a  very  curious  large  painting  of  pin  old  man's  head^  in 
the  act  of  reading;  over  the  chimney-piece,  Lady  Fimch  in  the 
Elizabethan  costume  ;  she  was  mother  of  the  Chancellor*  and 
daughter  of  Sir  John  Bell,  the  Lord  Chief  Banm;  two  Italian 
landscapes,  with  classical  stories  introduced,  artist  unknown,  but 
both  evidently  from  the  same  pencil,  and  possessing  considerable 
merit;  Lord  Herbert  of  Cherbury,  in  a  Spanish  dress,  and  evi- 
dently  au  original. 

The  collection  of  books  in  this  apartment,  though,  dd,  is  yet  a 
very  excellent  one.  In  ancient  works  of  Natural  Uistoty^and  of 
Anatomy,  it  is  very  rich;  as  well  as  in  other  departmenH  of  Poli* 
tics  and  literature. 
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'i  The  BiUiARt)  RaoM.ifr.'fiitkd  apid  tii^imsnal  i^y)e,  ai«d 
contain*  a  gofod- pdrtiiil  aiy Daniel,,  Earl  of.  Nottingham,  the 
builder  of  the  house;  two  portraits  of  Thomas  JFcntwortk, 
Mar,qm$  of'  Rockimgkami  %vA  hf9  .Mar€hioncss :  Uiaries  5<?y- 
moKr»  Dt^^^fi'Smmxtset;  CAafV«/(«  UisdaiiglilcR^  HononrabU 
Edward  Fmdi;  who  was  ainbassa^dor  to  the  Russian  Court,  a 
good  portrait. 

'  ThoSvinRCARB  is  eleganllypaiBfecd  in.freseOf  by  Landscroou, 
-and  leadsto  the  Painted  SAtoaN,  ih)r  the  same  aitLdt.  This 
auptoh  aqpartmeiit  is  an  excpiisite  fipe«iiaen  of  architeclural  pre* 
>poitNiB^  extending  throngh  the  whole  breadth  of  tlie  n»aosion,  and 
la  in  length  sixty-six  feet,  in  width  thirtj-aix,  aud  ^y-five 
in- height.-  The  very  spirited  fresco  paintings,  whidi  adorn  its 
«a4ts,  vere  executed  by  the  adminid  artist  in  1711,  and  repre- 
'Mtttinr  iiu  eaay;  nataraU  rnauaer,  witii  every  atsteniiou  to  histq- 
rieal  truth  botb  in  figures  and  in  costiune,  the  Life,  Triumphs, 
and  JMath,  «f  Jdins  C«sar. 

.  'The  ^views.  .from  the  .wiiidowa  of  this  sabon  are  very  fine,  and 
etxhibltitliegaRlens  and  groundb  to  great  advantage. 

From  this  we  enter  the  State  Drkssing  Rooai,  the  fir«t  of  .a 
long  ivnge  of  apartments  hung  withaome  very  liaudsome  Dutch 
tapestry^  U  conlaina  a  portrait,  sitting,  <Qf  Cbaries  II. ;  another 
of  his  brotlier  Henry,  Duke  of  Gloucester,  who  died  during  his 
unhappy  father'a  life- tine ;  he  is  in  armour;  and  one  of  Jama  IL , 
whilst  Dake  of  York. 

The  Statb  Bed  Room  has  a  good  half  length  of  James  I, 
another,  same  size,  of  Charles  I,  and  a  good  whole  length  oi  Wil- 
kam  III. 

The  Dbessino  Room  attached  to  this  apartment,  is  orna- 
mented iirith  a  good  painting  of  Queen  Henrietta  Maria;  Mary 
Hyde,  first  wifh  of  James  the  Second ;  aud  Catharine,  Queen  of 
Charles  the  Second. 

In  'two  a<yoiniBg  Bed^rooms,  botb  fomished  with  very  hand* 
some  tapestry,  there  are  several  curious  ant'ufue  paintings ;  one 
of  a  young  lady,  in  1611);  three  ancient  piecea  on  board,  k- 

F4  male 


93  umLAnmnm. 

flttle  portnitt;  tU  JBtrf  and  ComUu  pf  Timftti  mi  thdr 
son  7%o»M»  TVhm,  Earl  of  Thanet^  whoAi(^altiieage«f  7^ 
in  1619. 

The  whole  of  this  moit  svpeA  auuisioii  ia  bmmA  ekgiMlly  far- 
aished ;  the  bedchambeia  are  aoaieroas;  aad  eftn  Ike  afartaeati^ 
desij^d  for  ahew  and  state,  are  still  not  iao  mayjiicawt  to  ke 
comfortable. 

The  Gordau.aad  GroMMb  are^eea  to  great  adnalage  fro« 
the  south  fronts  and  eastern  ving  of  the  kense ;  the  vest  end  m 
oeeupied  by  the  oburch  and  its  sunroiuidiBg  iffairteiy  ;  and  the 
iFiews  from  the  terrace,  and  of  the  hoaae  from  difaent  paita  of 
the  garden,  are  Yery  striking.  The  gardois  have  eaoagk  of  tha 
anoieat  regalarity  of  alleys,  kwus,  and  partems,  to  aerva  aa  a 
specimen  of  that  style,  and  they  have  at  the  aaae  tisM  i 
ef  the  modem  taste,  to  shew  that  art  haa  been  bit  tko  I 
ofnatore. 

But  the  most  interesting  prospect  abovt  the  1 
roof  which  looks  down  npoa  the  groands  and  paik,  aa  on  a  OBy  ; 
and  from  whence,  iadeed,  the  visitor  may  seethe  wkak  of  tkiadi^ 
minntiYc  county. 

The  CJbtircA  is  a  plain  neat  building,  emhosoa^fd  in  trasa;  and 
the  whole  vicinity  very  appropriately  joina  ita  acataesa  wilk  tka 
nagaifieenoe  of  tke  lordly  mansion. 

AaawBLL  lies  a  short  distance  to  tke  nartk-wesi  of  Bulsj 
on  the  Hill.  It  now  contains  only  thirty -sin  haoses,  and  IMis* 
habitants ;  but  wsa  of  snffcient  consequence  at  theNoraiaB  8ar» 
vey  to  be  very  particularly  noticed.  In  tke  Saxea  tiaies  it  wars 
called  Exwell;  and  in  Domesday *book  it  appears,  tkal  Baal 
Haroldus  held  here  two  carncates  of  land:  but  the  araUe  land 
was  six  carucates;  and  there  were  two  carueatea  held  by  aaa 
Gozelinus,  on  which  only  there  were  thirteen  villeins,  and  tkvaa 
bordarii,  or  cottagers,  all  of  whom  had  among  them  five  cancates^ 
and  sisteen  acres  of  meadow.  At  this  time,  too,  its  value  was  in* 
creased  to  six  pounds  from  one  hsndred  shillings,  which  it  had 
been  fstimnti^  at  in  the  reign  of  the  Confessor.     Flroa  this  pa» 
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fM,  ttlil  fht  niga  of  Bdwaii  IL  ve iid  bo  tcooiAt of  H;  it 
W0  thea  Ike  property  of  the  iwdly  of  Tachet,  an4  Sir  JFoha 
Tudiet,  Knt  in  the  33i  yeer  of  Edward  III.  ai^Jioivledged  hioi- 
s«lf  to  hold  lliie  manor  from  Edirard  the  BUek  IVimse,  aa  part  of 
the  lands  of  Robert  do  Bme,  attamted  of  high  tieaaon.  It  pateed 
aftorwaida  to  Henry  YIII.  who  granted  it  to  Brian  Palmer^  who 
fined  hie  habitation  in  this  pbce«  whieh  thence  became  the  seat  of 
hii  poatcHty  ibr  toYeral  generationa.  It  haa  mnee  paued  thiongk 
acTeial  hands. 

DwriDg  the  OathoUc  times^  the  Hospital  of  Bnrton  Lszara  in 
lieicfstersbire  held  some  iahds  here :  but  they  were  granted,  at 
the  DisaoluMcm^  to  the  Dndley  funily. 

The  ehnroh  is  ancient,  and  contains  three  Tory  antique  altar* 
mennmenta:  ime  of  them  is  of  wood,  and  hss  a  onrtona  figure  of  a 
v^mhltgged  knight,  a  cmsader,  in  coat  of  mail.  Another  is  of 
•tone,  to  the  mesMry  of  an  ecclesiastie,  who  is  represented  in  his 
sasefdotal  robes.  The  third  is  in  the  ohancel,  and  hss  the  effigiea 
ehaeed  on  it,  of  John  Vemam,  and  Rose,  his  wife,  aboot  1479 ; 
their  son,  John,  was  prebendary  of  the  cathedral  churches  of 
asiisbory  and  Heiefard. 

A  brass  plate  in  the  ehureh  records  a  singalar  instance  of  ho*' 
nint  industry,  aad  of  liberal  charity,  which  must  not  pass  unno- 
tiesd. 

"  Eliiabeth  Wilcox,  bom  in  this  town,  but  living  in  Derby- 
ahane,  Im  tAe  c^mtiim  ^a  iervam,  did,  in  the  year  1648,  give 
and  beqneath  the  rent  of  a  tenement,  situate  in  the  parish  of  St 
Fflsr  at  9eAy,  of  the  value  of  seven  pounds  per  annum,  to  the 
poor  for  ever,  vis.  one  moiety  thereof  to  the  poor  of  this  town; 
the  other  to  be  equally  divided  between  the  poor  of  St.  Peter's 
parish  in  Derby,  and  the  poor  of  Elvaston,  in  that  county, 
yearly.'* 

It  is  only  farther  necessary  to  notice  a  Mr.  Thomas  Mason, 

Who  was  rector  of  this  parish  in  the  reign  of  Charies  I.    As  a 

steady  loyaliflt  he  became  obaoxious  to  the  Puritanic  party ;  was 

several  times  imprisoned,  plundered,  and  otherwise  maltreated^ 

9  On 
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On  two  difRsront  occasioM  hi  wu  sent  priioiief  to  N«tlltiglaift 
C$Me,  font  reading  the  Conimioa  Prayer  in  private  families;  and 
becanie  at  teAgtli  so  mucU  of  tho  ohoicfa  mtilUait,  thai  be  actnalK 
^.the  commaDd  of  aii  independent  company  at  BelTairOastie; 
'and once  esoorled  his  royal'maiter  from  Newark  to  Banhury. 
•  :i  Tho  eountry  round  Wi^sswDmB  is  very  hiify,  aad  fin^di* 
*TetBifie«l;  and  its  toeieht  ehnrch  is  an  interesting^  ebjeet  inlbe 
laMsdtpe.  This  place  existed  in  Saxon  tines,. and  the  manor 
was  then  yalned  at  eight  pounds  per  annum ;  its  original  name 
king-  WiaUHgedine.  Immediately  after  the  Norman  Conquest, 
k  was  held  hy  Earl  Waltheof ;  an^  at  the  time  of  the  Hanref 
was  the  property  of  his  widow,  Judith,  Countess  of  Huntingde*': 
being  then  esti|nated  at  thirteen  pounds  per  annum,  conlaintng 
thirteen  caraeatesy  in  whieh'were  twenty-seven  villens  and  vft 
fcofdarii;      ' 

in  the  interval  between  that  period  and  the  reign  of  Edward  If. 
H  appears  to  have  been  divided  in  various  bands ;  and  was  tbMi 
the  property  of  the  families  of  Wake,  Helewelle,  Marrtngloa, 
and  Whittfebttry.  The  greatest  part  of  the  manor,  on  the  desth 
of  the  last  Lord  Wake,  went  by  his  sistel  Margaret,  lo  the  Hol- 
lands, Earls  of  Kent ;  then  by  betresse^s  to  Mortimer,  Eail  of 
March,  to  Charlton,  Lord  of  Powis>  and  to  Griey ;  and  since  UmI 
to  the  Sherards,  Earls  of  Harborougb,  who  had  an  ancienl  seal 
here;. 

The  ancient  church  coiitains  in  the  chancel  an  alabssler  to«l 
for  Bartholomew  Villers,  second  son  of  William  Villers  of  Biokeo- 
by,  in  Leicestershire,  and  Margaret,  his  wife ;  but  even  in  Ifae 
eariy  part  of  the  last  century,  this  was  so  muoh  defaced,  that  H 
was  impossible  to  ascertain  her  family,  though  it  is  believed  tbit 
rile  was  a  daughter  of  Thomas  Holand,  Eari  of  Kent. 

We  find  it  recorded  of  this  church,  that  it  is  a  vicaraije  valued 
jn  the  king's  books  ^t  oaiy  seven  pounds  and  one  shilling,  which, 
even  ioD  years  ago,  was  so  small  a  sum  for  the  support  of  a  cler- 
fryman,  that  the  benevolent  Henry  Forater,  of  Tbistleton,  ia 
idditiod  to  hia  other  charities  in  this  county,  gave  and  gi«at^ 
f  tea 
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I  pefeaBaun,  out  of  bH-esUtea  in  SvmadMd  tadHndc^ 
miiiBter,  ia  linoolnshirep  for4he  .pefpotaal  angmontaClioii  of  thui 
Imag.  It  it  ako  a  carious  ftct»  tJiat,  in  tbo  reign  of  fidiuffd  L 
the  ad!ro<imott  of  the  ekarch  was  In  the  monastery  of  lindoveii 
in  Scotland;  kx  it  appean  that  Sir  John  Swinboume^  Knt*  and 
Riar  John  de  liadores,  as  proeorators  for  that  monastery,  pre* 
aentad  to  the  ehnrch ;  hut,  in  the  enc^eding  reign»  it  was  alkn* 
ated  to  the  prior  and  convent  of  Sempringhai)t  in  liaoolashiie. 

t^aiOH  is  a  sAiaU  viUage  in  this  neighbourhood,  pleasantly 
situated^  and  eommanding  a  fine  prospect  over  L(eypestorshire; 
It  is  described  in  Domesdi^-book  as  having  been  the  property  of 
Godwin  befare  the  Conqaei^,.  when  it  was  considered,  a^  appoat- 
ing.  to.  .five  caracates.  At  the  Survey  it  appears,  however,  t^ 
have  undergone,  like  most  other,  manors,  a  change  of  masters^ 
and  was  then  in  the  hands  of  Robert  tfaUet,  who  held  two  6aru- 
cstes;  tkere  were  al30  fifteen  viUeina  who  Md  four  canicales; 
and  a  meadow,  of  four  furlongs  in  length,  and  as  many  in  breadth. 
With  a  bmU  of  two  shiUinga  value;  the  whole  of  which,  ae» 
owding  to  the  computation  pf  that  period,  amounted  to  four 
pounds.  The  Fj^lvillet,  who  were  a  very  ancient  family  in  thi« 
county,  though  now  scattered,  possessed  this  manor  soon  after* 
waida ;  and  they  must  at  that  time  have  been  of  considerable  eour 
se^aence,  for  John  de  Folville,  in  the  reign  of  Edwaid  I.  was 
knight  of  the  shire  in  several  Parliaments ;  and,  in  thu  99th  of 
thatmonaieVs  reign,  had  summons  to  attend  the  royal  standard, 
Hiih  horse  and  arms,  well  fitted^  at  Berwick-npon-Tweed,  on  the 
nativity  of  St  John  the  Baptist,*  in  the  prosecution  of  the  Scot- 
tish wars. 

The  fandly  seems  after  this  to  have  moved  their  residence; 
for  in  the  early  part  of  the  reign  of  Edward  III.  the  lord  of  this 
manor  was  designated  as  John  I^>lville,  of  Ashby  Folville  in 
Leicestershire;  and  the  manor  seema  then  to  have  gone  to  a 
janior  branch  ;  for  there  is  a  grant  in  trust  of  his  execution,  to 
William  Kaytiiorp,  parson  of  Toigh  ohurch,  of  the  manor  and 
fppurtenances  then  held  in  dower  by  Alice  de  Folville,  widow  of 

his 
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wa0  MilM  hj  KttyOorp^'a  oaBT^jEaiKee  of  the  maor  ta  Iht 

Moond  son.  Sir  MHy  MviUib,  Knt  sad  ImM,  his  wife.    TUi 

JeO^y,  OR  the  clealh  of  his  ehfer  hnAcr  withtnit  i 

heir  to  the  hmWy  eeUtes ;  but  this  muBsr  apiusis  to  have  1 

sold  soon  afterwaids  to  the  fiumly  of  Hdetsdl, 

nwnrying  an  ancestor  of  the  present  Lord  HariMcsagh,  the  i 

has  passed  into  their  possession. 

The  ehnrch  is  qnite  in  the  style  of  the  ruiml  Gothic,  andosn- 
laias  nothing  iTorthy  particnlar  notice;  except  a  gimve^atsae  in 
the  centre  of  the  chsacel  lor  an  honest,  feyal,  Scotdunaa,  JsaMs 
Adamson^  who  died  here  in  16G1,  after  haTmg  besa  reetnr  te 
thirty  •one  years,  sad  having  snfiered  arach  for  Ua  atladuasat  Is 
his  king  during  the  unhappy  times  of  Charles. 

Market  Otertow  has  aiKirded  considerahle  grmindifet  ca^sc- 
tare  and  disputation  to  the  antiquaries  of  this  county.  Groae  ob> 
serves,  that  the  only  Roman  station  in  this  coaaty  ia  said  hy  seam 
to  have  been  here,  and  supposed  to  have  beeo  tbe  Maigiduaam 
of  Aaloninns,  particulariy  as  many  Roman  coins  hasa  been  dug 
up  here ;  and  in  the  Bibliotheea  Topographiea,*  the  saam  idea  is 
started ;  but  this  seems  to  have  been  taken  from  OaaidsB,  and 
other  writers;  for  he,  in  his  first  edition  of  his  Briiamtm,  asserts, 
that  Market  Overton  is  a  corruption  of  Maigiduaum;  or,  atkau^ 
that  **  Overton''  is  an  addition  only  of  recent  date  in  his  timm, 
from  its  sitOAl^on  on  a  hill,  and  thus  being  almve,  or  oacr,  the 
other  vilfaiges  in  its  vieiaity.  Mr.  Wright,  ia  ooatradictiaa  Is 
this,  says,  that  here  was  fermerly  a  market,  and  that  the  same 
is  derived  from  that  circumstance ;  but  for  this  assertion  then  is 
no  proof  that  can  be  adduced,  except  there  having  beea  a  nuiket 
here,  appointed  by  a  cbvter  of  Bartholomew  Lord  Badleumae. 
Camden,  indped,  seems  to  have  changed  hia  opinion^  aad  acta* 
ally,  in  a  subsequent  edition,  stated,  that  Belvoir  Castle  was  the 
true  Mar^idunum ;  but  in  this  he  has  again  been  contradicted :  aad 
sevcml  commentators  have  endeavoured  to  prove  that  his  first  pssi- 

ties 
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ti#n  ifftB  fiorPQfl;  aiiMiiit|.<ir  s^ranl  reaMns.  The  fint  i%,  that 
■may  RoiBaiiMiii^ m akaaily  Aotieed,  bav« been  I^mwiI here;  anA 
another  whiA,  JiowaTer,  -anst  be  coamAveA  as  liaUe  to  centre- 
vtraj,  oa  MBounlief  ether  atetiean  net  being  coirecUy  aacertainfld^ 
n,  that  the  fikiDenr y  diataneee  anaver  correctly ;  for  frem  beaeo 
to  Ommaauke,  or  Bc^  Ciaterton.  is  six  Biles ;  to  Verometmm^  or 
Batgh*4iall«  is  scireQ  miles^  to  Ad  Pmiietm,  er  Great  Paintgii.  is 
sevea miles  aho;  the  thirds  on  vUdb  also  gfeat  stress  has  been 
hnd^  Wr  that  Jisiya  is  finrnd  bere^  from  «henee  the  name  of  ilW« 
Kwlnnnm  first  took  its  rise ;  ler  Mmrga,  (say  the  advoeales  of  thm 
theory  J  vas  used  to  improve  the  gnwnd;  and  limeitene  is  useA 
by  im  to  ioifiove  the  ground;  end  limestoso  is  iimnd  at  Market 
Overton;  therefore  Margm  is  Umestone^  and  Margitkmmm  is 
Msiket  Overton. 

Bot  ail  tUa  is  denied  by  Horsfey  and  others,  who,  although 
Huj  oontes  that  it  was  called  Aforhe^  Oferton  before  the  esta- 
blishment of  the  market  there,  and  of  conne  ooqU  not  poesibly 
have  derived  its  name  by  aniidpaium,  yet  assert^  that  the  real 
Margidonnm  iraa  at  East  Bridgeford  in  Nottinghamahire ;  whilst 
the  distances  ean  be  of  no  avail,  as  the  towns  or  stations  above 
tfadfied  were  aetaaliy  tn  different  sitnations. 

It  is  anfortonate  in  this  oase,  for  the  honour  of  its  antiqnity, 
that  the  difierent  antifsaries  Who  have  entered  the  lists,  have 
come  cased  up  in  the  mail  of  prejndice ;  the  latter  partieolariy, 
who  deny  the  origin  of  the  name  from  the  Soman  ^pellation, 
are  homed  to  snpport  thar  opinion  thioiigh  thick  and  thin ;  for 
if  Maiket  Overton  is  really  and  truly  the  Maigidunsm  of  Anto- 
ninus, it  would  not  only  upset  the  handoeme  and  well-twisted 
theories  of  Horsley,  and  others,  hut  might  alee  tend  to  settle 
with  subh  aoouiacy,  the  difierent  stations,  that  there  would  be  no 
fakL  of  comjeUure  left,  a  thing  which  all  aealoos  antiquarian 
controversialists  most  sincerely  deplore ;  for  if  there  is  no  doubt, 
ihne  cau  be  no  discussion ;  and,  without  discussion,  of  wliat  use 
MO  either  isgensity  of  conjecture,  or  the  bold  hardihood  of  asser* 
tiSQ? 

But 
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Bttt  to  come  down  to  a  period  of  certataty;  we  know  ttatiif 
ihe  Saxon  tnnes  this  manor  was  tke  property  of  Earl  Wahheof ; 
and  that  at  the  Norman  Survey  it  wat  in  the  possestton  of  his 
tetiot,  the  ConntesB  Judith,  niece  of  William  the  Cooqaeror.  It 
eoniatned  in  the  whole  twelve  caracates ;  three  of  these  were 
in  the  hands  of  the  Coontess ;  and  there  w^re  nine  Villeins  and 
«ght  Bordaiii,  who  had  nine  camcates  and  forty  acres  of  nwft* 
dow.  Besides  this,  there  was  a  wood  of  a  mile  in  length,  and 
half  as  much  in  breadth ;  and  the  whole  was  then  valued  si 
twenty  pounds;  though,  in  the  reign  of  Edward  the  ConfesBor, 
it  had  been  estimated  only  at  twdve* 

TVom  this  time  we  know  nothing  of  the  place  until  the  ninlh 
year  of  Edward  II.  1315,  when  it  was  held  by  Bartholomew, 
Lord  Badlesmere,  who  then  obtained  a  charter  for  a  weekly 
market  at  this  place  on  Tuesday ;  and  for  two  annnal  biis,  one 
on  the  eve,  day,  and  morrow,  of  John  Port*Laim  ;  and  te  other 
on  the  eve,  day,  and  morrow,  of  St  Luke  the  Evangelist,  (€th  of 
May,  and  18th  of  October. 

This  baron  seems  to  have  been  m  oppositum;  and  having 
been  auivoied  ta  thejield  at  the  battle  of  Borou^bbridge,  he  was 
silenced,  not  by  a  pension  or  place,  but  by  a  stronger  line  of  ir* 
gomenty  being  hanged  at  Canterbniy,  and  quartered;  but  his 
son,  Giles,  wa3  permitted  in  the  ensuing  reign  to  inherit  his 
falher^s  lands.  * 

Giles,  Lord  Badlesmere,  dying  without  issue,  this  manor  vas 
,  afterwards  divided  amongst  his  sisters  and  oohmtcases,  by-  wboai 
ft  went  to  the  Veres,  Earls  of  Oxford,  and  to  the  Lord  Tibelal: 
but  the  Earl  of  Oxford  was  the*  paramount  lord ;  and  he  beng 
attainted  in  the  reign  of  Edward  IV.  this  manor  was  given  by 
that  monarch  to  bis  brother,  afterwards  Richard  III.  On  tbe 
accession  of  Henry  VII.  the  estates  were  again  restored  to  Aa- 
broy  de  V6re,  then:  Earl  of  Oxford. 

It  next  passed,  (though  it  is  uncertaib  in  what  manner,)  to 
Henry  CoOrteiiny,  Marquis  of  Exeter,  a  great  favourite  of  Henry 
VIII.   who  ha>  iiig  unfortunately  displeased  his  royal  patron,  tj 

his 
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bte  o^immMq^  tiyilietHip|ii«8fli«i  of rebgMUtettabliibnaiili*  vas 
aecused  of  a  correspondence  vitb  Cardwal  Poole,  whicb  was 
considered  as  tantatnoont  to  high  treason;  ind  nckmsaiioM  is 
thai  reigB  faeio^  only  another  wbrd  for  amwctipn,  hoth  he  and 
lits  iiurohioDes»  were  sentenced  to  death.  The  trhole  of  kia 
esMes  thus.mei^ing  &o  the  crown,  these  lands  hitfve  ance  he^ 
ODm6  the  property  of  various  ikiditidaaU.  In  its  pvesentstafte^. 
the  viUa^^  is  dean  ahd  eomibrtahle ;  not  very  lively^  owing.  t» 
its  distence  from  a  post  road;  bat  being  in  the  midst  of; a  fertile 
ODuntry,  it  possesses  an  appearance  of  plenty  and  comfort .  The 
church  is  a  very  neat  Gothic  edifice,  and  is  kept  in  good  Impair, 
and  in  i^sry  excellent  order,  much  to  the  credit  of  those  who 
have  the  charge  of  it.  Tliere  are  several  antique  Jookiug  maiw 
aiona  in  the  village,  which  mark  the  manners  of  ancient  times; 
and  the  scfmery  around  it  being  well  wooded^  the  gvoufid 
considerably  broken  so  as  to  appear  pictoresqne,  and  the  viewe 
pleasing  and  .eiLtensive,  tlie  toorist  will  not  find  half  a  day  ill 
Hpcnt  at,  and  in  the  vicinity  of.  Market  Overton. 

Barrow  is  a  small  hamlet  ^ich  lies  in  a  retired  situation,  a* 
little  to  the  west  of  the  high  road.  It  is  not  mentioned  earlier  than 
the  year  1315,  when  it  was  called  Bergbdoa,  and  was  in  the  pos- 
session of  the  family  of  De  Colville.  Robert  De  Colville  dying 
soon  ader  without  issue,  it  went  by  his  sisters  and  coheiresses 
to  Ralph  Basset,  arid  John  de  Gournou,  From  these  it  passed, 
through  Wystan  aud  Nicholas,  to  the  Harrington  family,  who 
held  it,  in  socage,  of  the  manor  of  Bourne  the  property  of  the 
£arls  of  Exeter :  aiul  it  has  since  passed  through  several  hands. 

CoTESMOUE,  about  one  mile  south  from  Barrow,  is  a  small, 
and  quite  a  rustic,  village.  In  the  Saxon  times  it  appears  to 
have  been  the  property  of  Goda,  being  then  valued  at  sevev 
pounds,  but  was  soon  divided  among  the  Norman  chiefs.  The 
Conqueror  himself  held  three  carucates  here  in  demesne  at  the 
time  of  the  Survey;  and  had  also  three  socmen,  with  forty  viU 
h'ms,  and  six  bordarii,  occupying  twenty  carucates.  It  was  tlien 
r^timated  in  the  whole  at  ten  pounds ;  but  there  were,  besides  the 

twelve 
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firelve  tamMuM,  fovly  acnA  ofmidtow,  aad  m  moi  OMvrik  in 

length,  and  seven  farlmige  brand ;  nko  lialf  n  ooraeate  heU  by 
ime  Goinfrid^  who.bad  dgbl  yiUeins  on  fail  Innd. 

Tbe  crown  i^panrn  soon  nfler  U  have  giTen  op  the  nnmr  ;  fcr, 
in  the  reign  of  King  John,  Wnlernn,  Enri  of  Warwick,  was  lord 
of  it;  and  it  went»  throngh  an  beireoa,  to  the  BeandMapi^ 
along  with  tbe  title  and  other  eotntee ;  and  with  then  and  their 
hetra  it  remained  until  the  reign  of  Elisabeth,  when  John  Dnnat 
had  two  porta  of  tlie  manor  by  ftalty,  and  the  rent  of  one  pair  of 
glofes.  Tbe  ancient  mansion,  if  not  built  by  the  Doranla,  had 
at  least  been  their  residence  for  seTeral  generations,  bat  the  fiuniiy 
is  now  completely  extinct  in  the  county;  for  flpom  them  it  weat 
to  the  Harringtons,  being  held  by  them  of  the  manor  of  IVeston, 
sn  honour  belonging  to  the  Earl  of  Exeter,  to  whom  Lsid  Har- 
rington owed  fealty  and  a  pair  of  gilt  ^nn,  or  sixpence  in  lien, 
to  be  paid  yearly  at  the  feast  of  St  Michael.  This  manor  wider* 
went  the  fate  of  the  rest  of  the  Harrington  estates ;  but  thongh 
sold  after  tlie  decease  of  the  last  lord,  yet  Anne,  Lady  Harring- 
ton, who  was  thoD  governess  to  the  Princess  Elizabeth  danghter 
of  James  I.  purchased  a  rent  charge  out  of  it,  of  the  annual  mUtm 
of  1001.  to  be  laid  out  in  charitable  and  other  purposes.  By  bar 
schedule,  she  appropriated  to  the  poor  of  Exton  the  sum  of 
twenty-fire  pounds ;  for  the  r^air  of  the  Kelway  mmionieats  in 
Exton  church,  two  pounds ;  to  the  poor  of  Durley,  ten  pounds ; 
of  Oakham,  thirty-two  pounds ;  of  Hambledon,  ten  pounds ;  of 
Cotesmore,  sixteen  pounds;  and  to  thoae  of  Market  Overton, 
five  pounds  per  annum.  These  sums  were  ordered  to  be  paid 
on  the  lour  usual  quarter  days,  in  the  south  porch  of  Oakha  i 
church,  to  a  certain  number  of  trustees,  wlio,  in  ten  days  after* 
wards,  were  to  pay  the  same  to  the  ministers  and  overseen  of 
each  respective  place. 

In  the  partition  and  sale  of  the  Harrington  estates,  this  msnor 
was  purchased  by  Ambrose  Ciooke,  Esq.  whose  heiress  carried 
it  to  Sir  Edward  Heath,  Knight  of  the  Bath,  in  the  reign  of 
Charies  I.    Another  heiress  carried  it  to  Sir  Thomas  Fanshave, 

whose 
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vlMtelirireiB  utnThig  into  tfie  Nod  ftaily,  H  Ihhi  boMiiie  pari 
and  pareel  of  tlieir  extmsire  property. 

The  old  mttision-hoaio  Ims  been  finr  aone  yaais  oocopied  hf 
the  Bail  of  Lonsdale  aa  a  huntittg  eeat.  It  is  repaired  and 
aoderaised,  and  fcnna  a  rery  eomfortable  reaidenee  for  that  por. 
poae,  hat  othenriee  has  nothing  deaenring  of  notice. 

Grsaikam  lies  abont  three  miles  to  the  eastward  of  Cotes* , 
mere.  It  is  a  small,  and  completely  rusticated  Tillage,  consist* 
iog  only  of  a  few  cottages ;  bat  the  ehnreh  is  an  object  of  some 
caif  ostty,  having  a  yery  handsome  light  Crothic  tower  and  sptre^ 
forming  a  fine  oliject  in  the  sorronnding  landscape,  thongh  its 
body  is  more  modem.  No  part  of  it  seems  to  be  older  than  the 
fifteenth  centniy ;  and  the  general  simplicity  of  its  style  cammt 
fiul  to  attract  the  tourist's  notice,  particularly  aa  its  sitnalton  is 
so  extremely  mral  and  sequestered :  in  fact,  a  misanthrope  might 
sit  down  in  Greathem,  and  fimcy  himaelf  to  haYo  bid  the  world 
''adieu!" 

The  ancient  inhabitanta  of  this  mmpk  spot  seem  to  ha?e 
affixed  ideas  of  great  sanctity  to  their  ohnrefa,  if  we  are  to  judge 
firom  an  inscription  preserred  in  rather  a  grotesque  style,  and  in 
mesT  eapHal  letters. 

"  Avoid,  prpfaae  nan,  come  not  bere ; 
None  bat  the  holy,  pure,  and  clere : 
Or  he  that  growelh  to  be  so. 
Into  thh  porch  but  Turtber  goe  !** 

In  it  is  also  a  mnral  monument  to  Dame  Bkrgery  Caryle^  who 
died  in  1632.  She  was  relict  of  Sir  Bkhard  Caryle^  of  Harting^ 
Knt.  The  yew-tree  in  the  church-yard,  which,  as  an  agreedble 
tomrist  observed,  was  onoe  extremely  large,  and  extending  its  sa- 
ble branches  ovcf  the  mouldering  graves  of  departed  generationa, 
had  long  withstood  tlie  iury  of  the  winter's  blast,  still  remains  a 
pleasing  monument  of  antiquity;  but  seems,  in  some  degree, 
shorn  of  its  ancient  himoora. 
Thooc^  now  so  inconsiderable,  yet  Greatham  was  a  place  of 
Vou  XII.  G  some 
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some  consequence  iu  Sa»m  iiofteft,  beittg  Taloed,  in  Ike  reiga  of 
Edward  the  Confessor,  at  seven  poands,  and  consisting  of  eight 
canicates ;  it  vas  then  principally  the  property  of  Goda.  Bat  the 
Konnan  monardi  seems  to  have  taken  a  fancy  to  this  place  himself; 
for  he  held  here,  iu  demesne,  two  canicates,  and  had  thuty^lhree 
villeins,  together  with  four  bordarii,  who,  altogether,-  occupied 
eight  canicates,  one  mill,  and  seven  acres  of  meadow.  Its  value 
mnst  have  improved  after  the  Conqnest^  for  in  Domesday  book  it 
is  stated  to  be  worth  ten  pounds. 

.  A  few  years  afterwards  it  appears  to  have  been  granted  hy  the 
crown  to  the  Newbuighs,  then  Earb  of  Warwick ;  for  Roger,  the 
second  Earl,  iu  the  reign  of  Stephen,  gave  eleven  shillings  yeaiiy 
rent  out  of  his  mill  here,  to  the  Knights  Templars,  tsgelher 
with  four  bovates  or  oxgangs.  From  this  fiunily  it  followed  the 
other  estates  and  title  to  the  Beanchamps,  until  the  foiieitnre  of 
Thomas  Beauchamp,  Earl  of  Warwick,  in  the  reign  of  Riohud  11. 
when  that  monarch  granted  it  to  Thomas  Mowbray,  Eari  of  Not« 
tingham.  It  then  went  to  the  Nevilles,  and  from  them  retained 
to  the  crown ;  after  which  it  was  granted  by  Edward  VI.  to  his 
sister,  Elizabeth,  afterwards  queen,  being  then  valued  at  only 
2t>l.  1  Is.  little  more  than  doable  what  it  was  rated  at  in  Pomrs 
day  book.  But  she  did  not  hold  it  long,  av  it  was  soon  after 
granted  to  Sir  Thomas  Cheyney,  KnU  by  knight's  service,  nod 
alienated  by  him  to  Francis,  Earl  of  Bedford,  who  again  disposed 
of  it  to  the  Harringtons :  from  them  by  purchase  to  the  Nods, 
who  sold  it  to  Villiers,  Duke  of  Buckingham,  and  again  sold  by 
him  to  the  ancestor  of  the  present  Earl  of  Winchelsea. 

The  rectory  of  this  church  belonged  to  the  priory  of  the 
Holy  Sepulchre  at  Warwick ;  and  in  the  reign  of  Edward  VI. 
was  farmed  at  41.  6s.  8d.  but  afterwards  passed  aloi^  with  the 
estates.  The  living  of  course  is  a  vicarage,  and  that  so  very 
small,  that  a  late  Earl  of  Nottingham  gave  up  great  part  of  the 
tythes  to  the  amount  at  tliat  time  of  eight  pounds  per  annum ; 
and  the  benevolent  Henry  Foster^  of  Tfaistletou,  gave  up  all  his 
right  to  some  tythes  in  the  parish,  amounting  then  to  fifteen 

pounds. 


fwaiM,    This  also  is  one  of  the  parishes  to  which  he*  bequeathed 
•  tea  pounds  per  annvm  for  the  instmotlon'of  the  poor  children  in 
rsading^  the  bible,  and  learning  the  catechism.  See,    The  nnmber 
of  children  to  be  educated  was  formerly  settled  at  twenty.       ^ 

Thtstletoh  is  a  small  tillage,  on  the  Tery  versre  of  the  shife, 
and  principally  remarkable  as  having  been  the  residence  of  Mr. 
Henry  Foster,  who  died  in  1702,  by  whose  benevolence  so  many 
otherwise  helpless  children  hate  received  the  rudiments  of  a  de- 
cent education  in  different  parishes  of  the  county. 

In  the  Saxon  times  it  was  the  property  of  ^rich  and  of  Si- 
ward,  being  then  two  manors,  and  then  valued  at  forty  shillings^ 
but  at  the  Norman  Suirey,  when  it  was  called  ''  Tisterton,''  it 
became  principally  the  property  of  the  Countess  of  Huntingdon, 
and  of  Alured  de  Lincoln,  who  had  then  three  carncates,  on  which 
were  nine  villeins  and  two  bordarti ;  the  whole  being  valued  at 
100  shillings. 

In  the  reign  of  Edward  I.  it  was  the  estate  of  Sir  Hugh  de 
Bussey,  Kot  who  was  one  of  those  that  received  summons  to 
attend  writh  horse  and  arms  at  Berwick-upon-Tweed  at  the  Scot- 
tish wars.  With  this  family  it  remained*  until  the  reign  of 
Henry  VIIL  when  Anne,  the  sole  heiress,  carried  it  to  Sir 
Edmund  Brudenell  by  purchase,  whose  family  appears,  about  this 
period,  to  have  made  great  purchases  in  the  county,  and  to  have 
been  of  considerable  consequence  long  before  their  elevation  to 
the  peerage  as  Earls  of  Cardigan. 

Here  is  a  seat  belonging  to  George  Fludyer,  Esq.  plain,  neat, 
and  comfortable. 

Near  Stocking  is  a  seat  of  Sir  Gilbert  Heathcote,  but  occu- 
pied by  General  Grosvenor ;  and  on  the  high  road  side  is  the 
well-known  '*  Ram  Jam  Inn,"  which  has  long  been  a  house  of 
call  for  the  coaches  on  the  great  north  road,  though  nothing  bet- 
ter than  a  lone  public  house.  On  the  same  road,  and  all  within 
the  compass  of  a  few  miles,  are  two  others,  the  New  Inn,  and 
fhe  Greajham  Inn,  both  used  as  posting  and  as  baiting  houses. 
•    G  2  Sthktton 

*  Much  may  be  fonsd  on  this  subject  in  tbr  Htrl.  CoIL  No.  175^. 
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Stketton  ift  a  mall  bat  antique  vtlbge^  aUut  a.qvaiWr  «r  a 
mile  from  tbe  aorth  read,  ai|d  pat  hi  fjtom  the  Ban  Jan  Ibiu 
It  has  the  renaios  <»f  an  aiioteqt  auuior-bouae,  atill  iahabiied, 
aud  a  very  curious  old  church.  Il  is  Cbuhobs  for  an  old  proverb 
of  "  Stretton  in  the  Street,  wbero  Shrews  meet,"  as  they  do, 
says  Grose,  ''  in  every  other  town  and  village  in  the  kingdoss  ; 
bitty''  he  adds,  "  from  the  manner  il  is  here  expressed,  one  mig^t 
be  led  to  suppose  that  the  Shrews  of  England  were  a  body  cor- 
porate, and  Stretton  their  common  meeting-place."  Whatever 
may  have  been  the  foundation  for  this  piece  of  proverbial  scandal, 
the  editor  of  these  sheets  must  confess  that»  as  £yr  as  his  obser- 
vations went,  there  was  no  apparent  reason  for  it  when  he  was 
thaw;  but  this  may  perhaps  be  accounted  for  by  the  hid,  that 
hia  visit  being  in  a  busy  harvest  time,  all  the  fair  inhabitants  of 
this  shiwwish  village  were  m  the  fields. 

At  the  Norman  Survey  it  was  a  hamlet  of  Market  Overton, 
and  bebnged  to  Judith,  Countess  of  Huntingdon,  who,  if  all  the 
atories  told  about  her  by  aatiquaiian  newsmongers  be  true,  was 
perii^tfi  the  greatest  shrew  of  the  OMnor;  as  Alured,  tbe  Saxon, 
would  no  doubt  have  agreed  to,  after,  ahe  had  dispoaseoaed  him  of 
one-fcarth  part  of  it  which  he  held  previous  to  the  Cooqueat,  and 
he  some  time  afterwards.  It  afterwards  caaw  to  the  busily  ef 
S^grave,  and  was  held  by  them  of  the  crown  by  the  service  ef 
one  dove  gilliflower.  An  heiress  carried  it  to  the  Bohuns ;  bat, 
in  the  reign  of  Henry  VI.  it  appears  to  have  belonged  to  Hum- 
phiny  Duke  of  Gloucester,  with  whom  all  shrews,  both  of  this 
and  other  towns,  ought  to  be  sent  to  dine,  whenever  they  inter* 
nipt  the  harmony  of  a  domestic  party. 

To  this  good  duke  the  people  of  Stretton  were  much  indebted; 
for,  at  his  earnest  request,  his  royal  brother  granted  that  all  the 
tenants  of  the  manor,  their  heirs,  and  successors,  shoald  be  for 
ever  free,  and  exonerated  horn  all  tenths  and  quoiaa  of  tcnlb% 
either  of  goods  pr  chattels,  which  might  be  granted  in  Pariia- 
menl  from  the  laity,  and  that  they  should  be  only  taxed  to  the 
ifteeotb,  after  the  same  manner  aa  the  boroughs  an)  ancient 

TiUagea 
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yWMgpt  which  wer«  demesne  of  the  crown.  At  the  same  tine 
the  mto  of  Stretton  were  pardoned  of  all  debts,  actions,  and  de- 
mands, then  doe  to  the  icing ;  and  it  is  not  impossible  that  the 
good  Hnmphrey  intended  this  as  a  Idnd  of  set  off  for  their  wAU 
fertngs  onder  tlie  before  recited  proverb. 

The  manor  afterwards  went  to  the  Harringtons,  and  from  them 
to  the  Noels,  with  whose  heirs  we  believe  it  remains. 

About  two  miles  further  to  the  southward  is  the  fhe  MUe 
Crass,  which  is  thought  to  have  been  in  existence  in  the  Roman 
tisBes  as  a  point  of  separation  for  their  several  roads  which  crossed 
here :  for  from  hence  k  way  branches  out  from  die  Brmine-street, 
(which  runs  close  by  the  side  of  the  present  highway,  crossing  it 
in  one  or  two  places,  owing  to  the  undulating  line  of  the  latter,) 
thai  seems  to  have  been  of  the  iciod  called  "  vim  vicinales/'  and 
leads  to  the  difirent  stations  of  Mai^idnnum,  &c.*    PVom  thia 
spot  a  road,  winding  round  Exton  park  paling,  leads  to  the 
Tillage  of  ExTOM,  which  is  but  litUe  more  than  a  small  hamlet, 
having  nothing  to  boast  of  bui  ite  church,  and  the  once  elegant 
antii{ne,  hut'  now  half  burnt  down,  mansion  of  Uie  late  Earl  of 
Gainsbowugh  ;  both  these,  however,  are  still  snfilcifently  curious 
to  arrest  the  footsteps  of  the  inquisitive  traveller. 

At  the  period  of  the  Saxon  Survey  in  the  reign  of  B^wsrd  the 
Confessor,  then  called  Exentnne,  it  was  valued  at  eight  pounds; 
but,  at  the  Norman  Survey,  it  appears  that  it  consisted  of  eleven 
carscates,  two  miUs,  a  meadow  six  fbriongs  in  length,  and  a  wood 
of  five  farionga  square ;  on  which  were  thirty-seven  viOeina;  ^ 
whole  valued  at  ten  pounds,  and  the  property  of  the  OaaBteaa 
Jndilh.    Her  danghter  and  heiress,  Mand,  married  David,  *tht 
Scottish  prince,  alterwarda  king;  and  Earl  of  Huntingdon  in 
fight  of  his  wife.    Rrom  henc^  it  passed^  by  an  heiresa  to  tho 
BmoeSj  afterwarda  on  the  Scottish  throne;  and  the  lands  of  that 
fuaily  in  England  being  forfeited  in  the  contests  between  the 
two  kingdoms,  this  manor  was  granted  to  a  person  of  the  name 
of  Green^  from  whom  it  went  to  Cnlpeper,  and  then  to  the  Har- 

6  3  ringtons, 

•  Bib.  Top.  BritMi.  Vol.  III.  p.  405. 
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ringtons,  who  held  it  oearly  six  eentoriai ;  but  haTing  soM  it  t# 
Sir  Baptift  Hiclui,  it  became  the  seat  of  the  Gaiodioiottgh  latfiily, 
and  18  nov  the  property  of  their  heir.  • 

The  village  is  emboeomed  in  trees :  and  the  bkturch,  whieh  im 
considered  as  the  handsomest  in  the  ooonty^  has  a  very  fine 
effect  at  a  distance,  and  cTen  improres  upon  approach.'  The 
lower  part  of  the  tower  is  square,  wilh  turrets  at  the  eomen, 
ornamented  with  pinnacles,  and  of  considerable  height  An  oe> 
tagoaal  tower,  embattled,  rises  from  this,  from  whence  springs  a 
lofty,  light,  taper  spire,  lighted  at  intervals  by  open  windows; 
and  the  whole  chastely  Gothic 

The  interior  is  strictly  Gothic,  and  kept  extremely  neat  and 
clean.  Ita  decorations,  too,  have  been  very  judiciously  piesflrved 
in  the  antique  style ;  and  all  the  spandrils  of  the  arclies  are  sup- 
ports for  the  banners  of  the  Harrington  and  Noel  fiunilies,  \ 
panied  by  their  tabards,  pennons,  and  helmets,  altogether  ] 
ing  rich  ideas  of  Gothic  times  and  miAiners.  The  r^wlar  dis- 
posal of  these  renders  them  a  kind  of  armorial  bieloiy  of  the  two 
families;  whilst  the  monumental  omamentB,  and  the  silent  gkiom 
aronnd,  carry  baqk  the  imagination  of  the  tourist  to  the  distant 
and  romantic  ages  of  chivalry. 

On  entering  the  chancel,  the  first  monument  which  strikes  the 
eye  of  the  stranger  is  one  to  the  memory  of  Sir  James  Hwrrmg* 
ton.  Km.  and  his  lady,  Lucy.  This  is  extremely  curioos,  sad 
boars  a  ?ery  curious  epitaph,  which  may  be  seen  at  full  in  Wrighf  s 
Radand.  The  figures  are  represented  kneeling  at  an  altar,  with 
two  books,  under  arches  forming  an  ornamented  canopy,  with 
many  armorial  bearings.  This  venerable  couple  lived  together 
fifty  years,  and  bad  eighteen  children,  many  of  whom  they  saw 
happily  married  and  settled.  He  died  in  the  eightieth  year  of 
his  age,  and  she  in  her  seventy-second  year,  and  both  in  the 
same  year,  1591.  She  was  daughter  of  Sir  William  Sidney ;  and 
from  their  union  are  descended,  or  have  been  neariy  allied  to 
their  descendaiiU,  eight  dukes,  three  marquises,  seventy  earis 
nine  counts,  twenty-seven  viscounts,  thirty-six  barons,  amongst 
m  f  which 
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irbkh  iMe'sinteeD  Kms^lits  of  tb^  Garter,  bendes  many  othen 
sinee  thai  calcolalioD  iTaa  made !  Their  eldest  son^  John«  was 
bom  at  this  place,  and  is  described  by  Faller,  as  a  bountiful 
Jioose-keeper,  dividing  bis  hospitality  between  Rntland,  and  War- 
wiekahire  where  he  bad  a  ftiir  habitation.  He  was  one  of  the 
executors  of  the  Lady  Frances  Sidney,  and  a  grand  benefactor 
to  the  college  of  her  fonndation  at  Cambridge.  King  James  cre- 
ated him  Baron  of  Exton,  and  his  lady,  a  pmdent  woman,  had 
the  PriDceaa  Elizabeth  committed  to  her  government.  When  the 
IViiieess  was  married  to  FVederie,  the  Prince  Palatine^  Ifaia 
nobleman,  accompanied  by  Henry  Martin,  IIa  B.  was  sent  over 
to  the  Palatinate,  to  see  her  highness  settled  at  Heidelbergh, 
and  to  j^erferm  some  legal  formdities  respecting  her  dowry  aud 
joiature.  '*  This  done,  as  if  God  had  designed  this  for  his  last 
work)  he  sickened  on  the  first  day  of  his  return,  and  died  at 
Woims,  im  Germany,  on  St  Bartholomew's  day,  Anno^  Domini, 
1613."  ♦ 

On  the  opposite  side  of  the  ch&ncel  is  a  most  exquisite  spe« 
cimen  of  monumental  sculpture,  by  Nollekins.  It  is  in  white 
marble,  and  is  to  the  memory  of  Baptut,/(9urik  Earl  of  Gains* 
horfmgh.  The  figure  of  Lady  Gainsborough,  which  b  extremely 
el^^t,  and  as  large  as  life,  is  represented  pointing  to  three  me* 
dallions  of  herself  and  two  husbands,  which  are  resting  on  a  cor- 
nucopia, and  supported  by  Cupids,  with  Hymen  at  one  side  weep- 
ing, and  his  torch  extinguished.    She  died  in  1771. 

In  the  chancel  there  is  also  an  ancient  table  monument  of 
Nicholas  Fyte,  who,  by  his  costume,  seems  to  have  been  a  bishop. 
In  the  centre  of  the  church,  there  is  an  ancient  stone  despoiled  - 
of  its  brass,  and  an  antique  table  monument  for  John  Harrington, 
Esq.  and  i^/tVe  his  wife;  who  died  in  the  early  part  of  the  16tk 
century ;  it  is  of  alabaster,  and  deserving  of  notice. 

G4        .  To 

*  Vide  Fuller's  Worthies.  His  son,  the  second  lord,  died  withoat  issue. 
A  curious  character  may  be  Seen  of  bini  in  the  second  Tolume  of  Nugas 
Antiqusfi,  p.  307.  His  mortifications  of  tfie  flesh  are  carious;  and  to  them  it 
may  perhaps  be  owing  that  the  family  ml  extinct  » 
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To  tba  left  of  this  »  a  lugo  Mte^Mw-aow^oBt  mi  Umk  of 
Robert  Eeglwajf,  Ewq.  a  Aw>w  kwyoTp  and  ftfthor  of  jtaneLady 
Harrington.  It  standi  in  tilio  loatiiAiiliw  m^  >•  oatvMwIy  lUHup- 
tnous  aooording  to  the  fiydvonof  bis  time,  he  iiavng  died  in  1680p 
at  the  age  of  eighty-four.  He  iarqireaented  lyiag  on  hia  hack 
in  his  oficial  gown.  John  Lard  Haningtom,  vho  married  lua 
daughter^  ia kneeling  heaide  hiai,  and. in  annonr*  On  the  op» 
poaite  side  is  hia  wife  with  a  little  girl  behind  her ;  and  in  tho 
centre  ia  a  anudl  altar-tomb,  with  a  chiU  on  it»  stretched  ont  aa 
if  dead,  between  them.  On  the  top  are  thme  CkHdrem,  not 
Cherubi,  for  they  haTe  no  wings;  bwt  the  centre  one  blown  a 
Inunpety  and  holda  a  palm  branch,  whilal  one  holds  a  apade^  and 
the  other  baa  a  toreh  eitiiigsashed,  and  reata  hia  foot  npoa  a 
acalL 

In  the  north  aisle  is  aa  elegant  maihle  monnment  to  the  ■»• 
mory  of  Baptist  Noel,  ViscotaU  Cawgntem,  who  died  at  the  age 
of  ae?enty-one,  in  the  year  1683.  It  ia  an  exquisite  specmien  of 
the  art  by  Grinlin  Gibbons,  who  hdd  the  office  of  King's  Carver* 
aad  in  his  day  was  considered  inimitable.  On  it  are  statues  <rf  the 
Visoonnt  and  his  lady  ;  the  whole  ia  twenty-two  fiMt  high,  and  fov* 
teen  broad,  and  coat  lOOiH.  at  the  expenae  of  hia  third  aon  John. 
Oppoaite  to  it,  ia  a  mural  monument,  to  the  memory  of  hb  ifth 
son  James,  who  died  at  the  age  of  eighteen^  in  1681 ;  his  stataa 
stands  on  a  pedestal,  and  there  are  iJao  two  medalliona  of  other 
aona  who  died  young. 

Near  thia  u  a  handaome  table  monument  in  black  and  white 
marble  of  Anne,  wife  of  Tboaua  Bruce,  Lord  Kinloase,  daayhfiy 
of  Sir  BobertHJhicbeater,  who  died  at  the  early  age  of  tweaty* 
two,  in  1627.    She  waa  a  relative  of  the  Harrington  fiunily. 

Near  the  weat  end,  there  has  lately  been  erejcted  a  very  hand* 
aome  mural  monument,  to  the  memory  of  U^ftu.  Genermi  JVot^ 
who  died  in  1766,  Thia  ia  by  Nollekens,  and  represents  a  female 
figure,  with  the  torch  of  Hymen  extinguished,  and  leaning  on 
and  weeping  over  an  urn,  on  which  is  a  bust  of  the  General.  It 
ia  impossiHe  b;^  ao^  words  to  give  an  adequate  idea  of  this  fignret. 


mtrruoiDMiBi. 

vhoie  Araperj  it  to  diapoied  at  to  thew  tbe  wkok  tf  the  1 
fwiB,  but  with  A  ehattcBiftt  of  delieacy  ptrfecUy  oomptlible  wHli 
tlMNM  idett  which  ooghi  to  fill  th^  hretti  in  tnch  a  plaee;  yck 
we  eMBot  help  tayiag;  that  if  ever  there  eaa  he  t  atatse  wUeh 
isay  he  anniiated  by  the  PhNBetbnuii  tpaik,  thit  Biiat  be  it 

With  retpoet  to  the  Eecletiaatical  Hiatoiy  of  the  chords  w 
have  but  little  to  add.  Id  Catholic  timet,  the  feetery  vaa  Aa 
property  of  the  monkt  of  St.  Andrew  at  Northaanpton,  it  hunag 
been  given  to  them,  and  to  God  and  the  ehnreh,  by  thefiuallyef 
Bruce,  together  With  the  tythet  of  all  the  lands  at  Exton,  anl 
thia  grant  farther  stated,  that  these  gentry  and  their  men,  in  the 
said  town  of  Barton,  ahoidd  be  free  and  qait  of  all  anita  at  et«rt» 
and  other  tecnkr  demanda  and  exactioDa  wlmtever. 

In  the  Tasfaiio  EccUiimsticm  of  Pope  Niehoba  the  fonrlh. 
In  1291,  whose  Holmem  eonld  not  permit  our  aneeatort  to  en* 
joy  their  variona  bletaings  withont  havingaslmre  of  diem,  Oe 
rectory  was  estimated  al  thirty  poandt,  and  the  vicarage  at  Sva 
poandt.  Here  also  was  a  ChamUrp,  which  seems  to  have  been 
as  valaaUe  as  the  vicarage;  as  it  is  stated  to  have  paid  to  Wil> 
liam  Lacock,  the  inenmbeBt,  a  peaaion  of  five  pounds*.  It  waa 
afterwards  parehssed  from  King  Henry  VIII.  by  Sir  Jamea  Har- 
rington. 

Thiaia  one  of  the  pariabea,  which  enjoy  ten  pounda  per  annum, 
for  the  cdncatiaB  of  thehr  poor  children,  by  the  irill  of  Heniy 
Foster. 

ExToif  Hall 

ia  an  aatifue  edifice,  in  tiie  atyle  of  the  Elizabetliaii  age,  and 
may  be  aaid  to  atand  ia  the  village,  on  the  verge  of  a  very  exten* 
aivePtrfc.  mienviaitedbytheEditor  oftheaeaheet8,it  wasall 
in  conftisies,  and  fa  a  state  of  repair,  after|the  cActa  of  a  moat>de» 
almetive  fire^  which  took  place  on. the'  24th  of  May,  ISIQ,  and 
wkicb  hit  totally  mined  one  half  of  the  aouth-eaat  wing. 

In 

•WiUis't  Mitred  Abbeyt. 


00  HtTLAKDSHtRC. 

la  the  few  apartments  vhieh  conid  be  ViBited,  there  was  still 
•noagb  to  shew,  that  the  mansion,  when  complete,  mnst  hare  been 
a  very  interesting  sp^imen  of  ancient  manners ;  and  though  the 
very  elegant  and  extensive  collection  of  paintings  were  in  great 
disorder,  yet  even  among  thts  few  that  could  be  seen,  were  some 
highly  deserving  of  notice.  Of  these,  in  the  suite  of  apartments 
below  stairs,  were  a  very  fine  piece  of  game ;  Jepbtha's  Vow,  in 
Chiaro  Scuro ;  a  fine  bead  by  Rembrant ;  two  landscapes,  with 
temples,  &c.  by  Claude  Lorraine ;  a  fruit  piece ;  a  fish  piece ; 
both  well  done;  some  sea  pieces;  a  very, fine  landscape,  with 
figures  in  Spanish  costume;  two  capital  ones  by  Teniers,  one  of 
them  a  Dutch  woman  dancing,  and  highly  characteristic;  a  fine 
painting  by  Pocock,  of  an  Indiaman  in  a  heavy  gale ;  two  Italian 
landcapea;  the  Vii^in  and  Child,  with  the  Adoration  of  John; 
wildboar  and  dogs,  by  Schneiders ;  a  Magdalen,  &c. 

The  Siaircase  contains  many  ancient  fiimily  portraits ;  and  in 
the  Gallery,  or  Armoury  Room,  are  a  great  number,  many  of 
them  saved  from  the  conflagration,  amongst  which  we  particularly 
motic^  several  fine  ones  of  an  Barl  of  Northampton,  Lord  and 
Lady  Gainsborough,  Lord  Moira,  and  Mrs.  Srddons. 

The  Dining  Room,  a  low  and  gloomy,  yet  agreeableip  apart- 
ment, has  some  good  family  portraits,  and  some  capital  specimens 
by  Jordaens,  with  some  antiqne  paintings  in  the  costmie  of  Eliza- 
beth's time,  ami  a  most  exquisite  italian  landscape. 

The  gardens  have  long  been  famous,  but  they  are  quite  in  the 
old  style;  and  the  Park  and  other  grounds  are  very  extensive;  the 
deer-park  alone  containing  IdlO  acres.  Here  is  some  very  fine 
planting,  consisting  of  the  finest  timber-troes,  particalariy  laige 
oaks,  ash,  elm,  and  beech.  Some  pieces  of  water,  intheparkt 
with  a  cascade,  &c.  have  still  a  good  effect,  tbon^  possessing 
much  of  the  antiquated,  style  of  gardening. 

TfHiTWELL  is  a  small,  but  ancient  village,  Jketwsen  Oakham 

and  Empingham.    Its  small  and  very  antiqne   chuek  staada 

on  a  knoll  close  b]^ the  road-aide,  embosomed  in  trees,  and  pre- 

^  senting 
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sentiBg  a  very  nwtic  qipearanoe.     It  has  no  tpire^  but  a  small 
turret  holds  two  beUs.    Near  it  is  a  seat  of  Samuel  Barker,  Esq. 

This  place,  though  so  Tery  trifling  at  the  present  day^  has  long 
been  of  some  conseqnenee  in  the  county ;  and  in  the  Saxon  times 
was  the  property  of  B^jy,  and  th^  called  «'  Witewelle.''  We 
have  no  account  of  its  value  at  that  period ;  but  at  the  Norman 
Sonrey  it  was  estimated  at  forty  shillings,  contahiing  in  the 
whole  three  camcates,  one  of  which  was  held  by  Herbertw  in 
farm,  from  the  Countess  of  Huntingdon,  whilst  six  villeins  and 
two  bordarii  occupied  the  remainder.  Even  at  that  period  it  had 
a  church,  and  a  priest  attached  to  it;  and  there  were  further  twen* 
ty  acres  of  meadow,  a  mill  of  the  value  of  twelyepence,  and  a 
pasture  wood  of  six  fiirloiigs  in  length,  but  only  thirteen  perches 
io  breadth.  * 

When  William  the  Conqueror  deprived  his  nieee  of  her  pos- 
sessions, on  her  refusing  to  marry  according  to  his  desiro,  she 
being  then  a  widow,  he  divided  this;  along  with  her  other  estates, 
amongst  her  three  daughters;  but  it  seems  soon  after,  tp  have 
fidlen  to  the  church,  for  in  the  reigfn  of  Edward  II.  the  Prior^f 
the  Hospital  of  St  John  of  Jerusalem  was  Lord  of  the  Manor, 
and  it  remained  with  that  order  until  their  suppression  by  Henry 
VIIL  when  it  was  granted  to  the  Harrington  Dunily,  from  whom  < 
it  was  sold  to  Sir  Baptist  Hicks,  Knt  and  went  b]^  his  heiress  to 
theNoek. 

'  The  fiunily  of  Flore,  or  Flower,  already  mentioned  under  the 
head  of  Oakham,  had  an  ancient  residence  in  this  town,  which  « 
leems  to  have  been  their  original  seat    They  were  formeriy  of 
great  eminence  in  the  county,  and  represented  it  often  in  Parlia* 
ment,  even  as  fiir  back  as  the  reign  of  Richard  II. 

Hero  also  appeafs  to  have  been  born  Richard  Wightwell,  who 
was  a  priest,  and  one  of  the  Canons  of  Lincoln  Cathedral  Aa 
a  mark  of  affection  to  his  native  town,  he  established  a  Chauntry^  • 
the  Survey  of  which,  in  the  roign  of  Edward  VI.  throws  some 
light  on  the  manners  of  those  times.  It  states,  that  '^  this  Chaan- 
try  was  founded  for  the  maintenance  of  one  priest  to  siqg  there 

for 
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^r  e90r;  wti  tkal  it  b«Ui  belonging  to  it  of  laildo  av 
lying  in  divert  plftoeo  in  the  eonnties  of  Rutland  and  Liaooln^  to 
the  jeariy  valne  of  107  aiiillinga,  and  one  penny,  of  whidi  there 
ia  in  rent  aboolnte  three  ahillinga  and  fonipence;  ao  tliat  thero 
vettaineth  to  tibe  Ghanntoy  Priest,  xlear  100  Bhillinga  and  aine> 
peneo,  and  of  whieh  he  payeth  tenths  to  the  king  9a.  lid.  yeaily. 
He  is  named  Sir  Robert  Sndding,  aged  forty-aix  years,  of  hoaoi 
eonvenation,  and  hadi  always  heretofore  been  eaerciaed  ia  the 
edneation  of  youth  m  leaming,  bnt  is  unable  to  aenre  acure,  be- 
a«se  he  ia  purblind.  At  the  suppression  in  the  second  year  of 
King  Edward  VI.  there  was  found  in  it,  and  belongiog  to  it,  one 
ebalioe  wuighing  twenty  oanees  of  silver,  which  was  delivered  in* 
%» the  jewel  house,  and  the  ornaments,  goods»  aad  ehstteis^  wove 
valued  at  las.  lid.'' 
We  now  prooeed  from  Wbitwell  to 

BAST  HimDRES, 

which  has  been  estimated  at  18,16i^  acm ;  having  545  inhahitad^ 
and  13  uniiriwbited  houses,  and  a  popnlatioa  of  574  fcmaiea,  csi^ 
tabing  1443  males,  and  1402  females,  being  in  aU  9905,  of  wham 
^  1067  were  employed  in  agriculture,  and  916  in  trade  and  handi- 
eraft. 

Its  relative  situation  with  reapect  to  the  rest  of  the  eoanty  bis 
given  rise  to  its  name,  and  it  is  bounded  on  the  north,  eist, 
.and  souUh-east,  by  Lincoln  and  Northamptonabirsa ;  to  theaoatt 
by  Wraagdyke  Hundred,  and  on  ^o  west  by  Alslee  and  Msr- 
tinsley. 

AU  the  towns  which  are  noticed,  as  beioagiag  to  this  Artiiel, 
in  the  Norman  Survey,  mre  placed  under  the  head  of  Northssip* 
tOBshire,  with  the  exception  of  Pickworth,  which  is  then  slated  ts 
be  in  Lincolnahire.  The  fee  of  the  hundred,  in  the  rmgn  of  Bd* 
ward  L  was  in  Edward,  Ehrl  of  Cornwall,  but,  since  that,  in  tht 
Crown.  The  hundred  ia  now  under  the  caie  of  two  chief  Pimita 
bias,  who  are  appointed  by  the  magislimtos  of  the  oouBty.   It  was 

fcnnerlj 


l^ramly  4ivIM  ialo  two  fi^t^,  mm  of  whidi  «m  mIM  ik^ 
Huodc^  of  lime  CMUrton;  bit  Mr.  Bkie,  in  biiNMit  8«w 
\ey,  Kays  that  oo  courts  have  been  held  thefe  of  bte  y tan. 

It  contains  the  parishes  of  Bridge  Coitwtm^,  S^n^hom, 
Esiemdme,  Kettm,  JJitle  Casterton,  X^all,  Tiduueoie,  and 
TimoetL 

Empingham  is  the  first  place  we  come  to  after  lea? iiig  Whifc- 
weU^  and  lies  on  the  .sooth-west  comer  of  the  hondred*  It  is  an 
inclosed  p«rish>  the  divisions  being  good  quick-thorn  hedges^  with 
eaks  and  ashes  in  the  rows,  abont  six  trees  to  an  aere»  avd  Mr. 
P^kinson,  in  bis  Surv^,  observes,  that  there  aie  silly  ioDsa 
planted  with  youi^  forest  trees. 

It  has  been  an  ancient  town,  thoagh  now  little  more  ikm  a  vilbi§i^ 
sad  is  said  by  tradition  to  have  contained  seven  pariahea.  Us 
sitoation  on  the  sovthern  fiwe  of  a  hill,  jost  above  the  river 
Gnash,  ia  extremely  pleasant,  and  the  neatness,  comlbrt,  aid 
cleanliness,  of  its  Aurm-hooses,  cottages,  and  streets,  are  well  d^ 
serving  of  praise. 

Nothing  is  known  of  its  «late  in  the  Sixon  times ;  bot  al  the 
Norman  Survey,  it  was  estimated  at  eight  Hides  of  land  in  the 
manor,  independent  of  the  town.  Gilbert  de  Gand  at  that  iiapbe 
held  three  hides  in  demesne;  the  arable  land  amounted  to  eight 
csmcates,  and  there  were  four  in  demesne,  with  eight  servants  and 
twenty-five  villeins*  who  had  four  camcatea.  There  were  also  five 
ndlk  rented  at  forty-two  shillings  and  eightpence,  and  ten  herea 
of  meadow,  together  with  a  wood,  a  fiuiong  in  lengthy  all  which 
was  valued  at  ten  pounds. 

In  the  town,  Gilbert  held  seven  hides  and  a  half,  and  one 
bovate  of  the  King's  Soke  in  Rutland ;  the  arable  land  amounted 
to  fifteen  earocates,  which  were  occupied  by  fifteen  socmen,  and 
fifty-one  villeins;  there  were  also  five  mills  at  a  rent  of  twenty- 
four  shillings,  ten  acres  of  meadow,  and  ten  acres  of  wood,  all 
valued  at  eight  pounds.  Besides  these,  it  appears  that  SiJ/t^ 
dai  held  of  William  Peverel,  in  Empingham,  two  hides  and  n 
balf ;  the  arable  land  of  which  was  four  carucates,  and  one  in  de- 
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mesne,  with  one  servant,  eight  villeins,  and  eight  bordarii,  who  had 
one  canicate,  and  a  mill  and  a  half,  of  the  rent  of  twelve  shillings, 
with  fonr  acres  of  meadow,  and  six  acres  of  wood,  all  of  the  vmlae 
of  twenty  shillings. 

It  is  evident  from  this,  that  the  tradition  of  the  town  having 
once  been  moch  larger,  is  founded  on  fiust,  though  by  no  means 
on  such  an  extensive  scale  as  has  been  asserted. 

Soon  after  this  Survey,  the  fiimily  of  NomumvUie  became 
Lofda  of  the  town,  and  was  of  great  repute  as  a  military  iunily. 
The  last  Lord  of  that  name  died  in  the  reign  of  Henry  III.  He 
waa  Sir  Thomas  de  Normanville,  and  left  an  only  daughter,  and 
heiress,  Margaret,  who  married  Edmund  de  Passely,  during  whose 
possession  a  grant  was  made  by  Edward  I.  for  a  market  weekly 
on  Thursday,  and  an  annual  fiiir  on  the  eve,  day,  and  monww^ 
of  St  Botolpb ;  bnt  these  haye  long  been  in  disuse.  On  the 
death  of  Papeley,  Margaret  remarried  with  William  de  Basinges^ 
.  from  whom  the  manor  afterwards  came  to  the  fiunily  of  Hackworth^ 
and  has  since  passed  through  various  hands. 

Whilst  this  manor  was  in  the  hands  of  theNormanvilles,  its  hia- 
'  tory  aflbrds  a  curious  proof  of  the  assumed  power  of  the  priesthood 
in  opposition  to  the  civil  power,  in  a  grant  of  a  chapel  toSir  Tho- 
•:  mas,  at  his  mansion  here. 

This  grant  states  it  to  be  only  for  the  use  of  Sir  Thomas,  his 
heirs,  their  wives,  and  their  own  family,  withont  the  ringing  of  a 
bell,  and  with  power  .only  to  bless  bread  and  water; 

The  chaplain  was  to  make  oath  to  deliver  over  to  the  incumbent 
of  the  parish  all  oblations,  and  whatever  should  come  to  hia 
hands,  within  three  days  after  receiving  them.  He  was  also 
sworn  not  to  administer  the  sacrament  to  any,  unless  they  were  at 
the  point  of  death. 

It  was  also  stipulated  that  the  said  knight  and  hb  &mily 
should  be  bound  to  resort  to  the  Mother  Church  on  the  principal 
feasts. 

These,  and  other  injunctions,  the  said  kuight  and  his  heirs  and 

successors  were  to  be  sworn  to  be  bound  to  for  themselves  and  their 

,  wivev. 


irive^  ^  renooneiiig  all  royal  prohibitions  and  priviteges  to  the 
contraryi  and  promising  that  they  and  their  families  shall  submit 
themselves  to  the  jarisdiction  of  the  Bishop  of  Lincoln/' 

Empiogham  church  is  a  Prebend  of  Lincoln  Cathedral,  and  i^ 
dedicated  to  St.  Peter.  It  is  extremely  ancient,  but  in  excellent 
repair  and  condition,  and  consists  of  a  nave,  two  aisles,  and  twi» 
transepts.  The  tower  is  elegantly  Crothic,  and  the  west  entrance 
consists  of  two  Gothic  arches,  one  surmounting  the  other,  in  a 
manner  extremely  curious,  and  ornamented  with  very  rich  mould- 
ings. The  body  is  Gothic,  both  imide  and  out;  but  there  are 
«ome  Saxon  arches  in  the  interior.  The  nave  is  separated  from 
the  side  aisles  by  two  rows  of  pillars,  both  supported  by  short 
round  columns  ;  the  arches  on  the  sooth  sid^  are  Saxon,  on  the^ 
north,  Gothic.  Most  of  the  windows  are  of  the  elegant  Anglo- 
Norman  lancet  shape ;  they  are  rich  in  tracery,  and  there  is  still 
«ome  armorial  glass. 

At  a  spot  in  this  parish,  marked  in  the  maps  .as  the  ruins  of  St 
Botolph's,  called  "  St  Botley's,''  by  the  villagers,  the  chapel  of 
the  Normaaville  fiimily  is  supposed  to  have  stoo^  This  was 
the  site  on  which  the  lair  was  held. 

Tradition  says  the  town  once  extended  so  far,  and  also  to- 
wards the  banks  of  the  Guasb.  In  the  former  direction  nothing 
jremains,  even  of  the  ruins,  to  direct  the  eye  of  the  antiquary,  aa 
the  very  foundations  are  obliterated ;  but  coffins  have  been  dug  ^ 
up,  and  various  other  remains  have  been  discover,  which 
seem  to  point  out  its  ancient  respectability.  Towards  the  Goash 
there  are  still  existing  many  remains  of  Earthen  Mounds,  the 
marks  of  former  establishments ;  most  likely  of  the  Milis,  which 
'at  the  Norman  Survey  appear  to  have  been  «o  numerous. 

The  Poor  of  this  parish  are  chiefly  farmed  in  a  "  House  of  Fro- 
teclion,^  as  it  is  called,  built  on  an  extensive  plan,  by  Sir  Gilbert 
Ileathcote,  Bart  the  present  Lord  of  the  Manor,  in  1793,  and 
famished  by  the  parishioners.  On  the  entrance  of  each  pauper 
into  the  house,  they  are  supplied  by  the  parish  with  two  suits  of 
clothes^  and  changes  of  linen ;  they  are  well  fed ;  the  sickly  and 

infirm 


iafiminBotraqsinltoirorfc;  bul  Hit  heaUby  ire  ncde  to  te« 
di  themadvaii. 

This  is  one  of  the  pariekes  which  derife  benefits  imn  the  be- 
fnest  of  Mr.  Henry  Foeter,  Aw  the  ednontaon  .of  the  poor  ehiMrbn. 

When  Sir  F.  M.  Eden  wrote  en  the  Poor,  there  wis  here  one 
FrUndkf  Sockiy,  consisting  of  90  ■embers,  eotnbiished  in  1791, 
with  its  rules  conimed  at  the  Quarter  Sesnons. 

Sir  Frederic  observes,  .-that  the  g;reat  benefits  which  then  iw- 
snked  from  it,  both  to  theinorals,  and  comfort  of  its  membem,  af- 
forded the  clearest  conviction  of  its  utility.  The  first  artii^  is, 
"  that  eyery  person  hereafter  to  be  admitted  into  the  SodeCy 
shall  declare  that  he  will  pay  allegiance  to  the  king,  and  duty  ts 
the  laws  of  his  couytry.'' 

Hear  this  is  a  seat  of  Thomas  Foray  th,  Esq. 

UoENB,  at  the  Norman  Surrey,  was  partly  the  pruperty  ef  the 
Bishop  of  Durham,  and  partly  of  the  Countess  Judith.  The 
former  had  four  carucates  of  arable,  and  one  in  demeane,  to 
which  belonged  otae  socman,  a  pnest,  twelve  villeiBs,  seven  bor> 
darii«  ai|d  o||e,  servant,  who,  amongst  them,  had  four  camcaten 
He  had  also  three  mills  of  twenty  shillttiga,  and  a  wood  of  nearly 
two  furlongs  in  leiigth ;  all  valued  at  four  pounds.  The  Coun* 
tess  seems  to  have  granted  her  part  to  Grimbakhif,  who  held 
here  two  carucates  of  arable,  and  one  in  demesne,  with  two  ter- 
vants,  hine  villeins^  and  four  bordarii,  who  had  among  them  two 
carucates ;  there  was  also  a  mill  of  four  shillings ;  and  the  whole 
valued  at  thirty  shillings,  which  appears  to  have  been  an  incrase 
of  one  half  upon  its  value  in  Saxon  times.  like  most  of  the 
other  manors  in  its  vicinity,  it  has  passed  ibnmgh  the  Uaning- 
tons  to  the  Noels :  but  is  now  almost  depopulated.  Mr.  Bloie 
supposes  it  to  have  received  its  name  from  its  situation  in  an  angle 
or  comer,  formed  by  the  inieraeetion,  or  more  probably  the  di- 
V€rging,  of  two  ancient  roads ;  one  of  these  being  Uie  direct  lias 
from  London  to  York,  the  other  from  Essex  to  Cumberland,  the 
point  of  interseetion  being  where  Horn  Lane  turnpike  now  stands. 

Of  tlie  church,  not  a  single  fragment  remains.     Its  mte  in  now 
9  within 
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bia  iaducftioii*  under  an  aged  thorn  tree  whieh  stands  on,  or 

noar^il*  / 

'  Stukeley  says  thai  HimifieM  and  Haidwick  vere  demofishod  \ 

by  the  rdbels  in  Btary  the  Sereath's  time ;  but  the  het  is,  |l'at 
their  d^estipetioii  vas  of  as  earlier  date,  and  during  the  tern* 
pecary  resteration  of  Henry  VL  when,  on  the  ISth  of  March 
\4Vh  ft  battle  was  ibnght  here  between  Edward  IV.  and  the 
Lancastrian  partizans  under  Sir  Robert  Welles  and  Sir  Thomar 
Lamde.  Its  exact  scene  of  action  was  five  miles  ftom  Stainibrd, 
near  MmVesfc  Road,  aiafdace  still  called ''Bloody  Oaks,'' and  the 
baMe  ha*  been  called ''  Loeaeeoat  battle,''  both  m  tradition,  and 
in  bi«|ory,  Crem  a  story  of  the  ranaways  having  pulled  aff  tiieir' 
i^er  garaents  in  their  flight.  It  has  been  said  to  have  taken 
plaee  between  Casterton  and  Stamford;  but  the  Lancastrian  chiefii 
b%vu|g  been  taken  prisoners,  and  attainted  two  years  afterwards,  the 
necH^  jaf  their  attainder  expressly  itole  the  battle  to  hare  been 
imgjKt  in  "  aom«eld,  in  Smpii^batt." 

TicWNc^OTS,  derived  from  Tican,  "  Gioats"  and  Got^^'a 
hahitsiUon,'.'  isa  ennil  nilage,  er  rather  a  pretty  hamlet,  about  . 
^atf :  a  mile  to  the.  weajt  laf  the  great  north  road.  At  the  Norman' 
Survey  it  was  the  property  of  the  Countess  Judith,  and  then* 
vflliiad  at  fifty  shilUngs,  In  the  reign  of  Edward  II.  it  was  the 
pn^rty.of  Briimf  Dtmeifi;  but  came  about  the  time  of  Henry* 
VilL  toCAnHyyjftr^,  and  soon  after  to  Wmgjkid,  a  junior  branch 
af.^hAt  ancient  family,  so  long  seated  at  Upiton  in  Northampton- 
thire ;  and  it  haa  ever  since  been  their  residence. 

•  3[h«  chnrch,  dedicated  to  1^.  Peter,  is  supposed  to  be  of  very 
graft  antiqaity,  (latdy  ro-edified,)  and  has  engaged  the  attention 
of  all  oar  antiquaries.  That  it  was  of  Saxon  architecture  is 
prof  ed  by  those  curious  remains  which  are  still  preserved ;  but  that 
it  is  also  of  Saxon  dmie  previous  to  the  Nonhan  Conquest,  is  as* 
acded  by  iStovW^y,  who  observes,  that  the  Saxons  generally  made 
their  churches  with  descents  to  tliem,  but  the  Normans  wilh  as- 
cents ;  and  Harrod  adds,  that  this  of  Tickencote,  from  tfairand 
VouXn.  H  many 


98  RlTTLANDSHIftl:. 

many  other  marics,  seeing  extremely  old,  mA  is  noted  to  its  ensga* 
lar  arches  in  the  north  wall^  and  for  a  kirge  room  with  slone  stain 
and  floor  over  the  chancel,  which  was  perhaps  for  some  rriigiens 
person  to  dwell  in. 

Dr«  Stukeley  *,  in  a  fB^r  read  in  1756^  thinks  Tickencote 
hot  so  old  as  Southwell  in  Nottinghamshire,  which  was  hult  ia 
630;  but  Mr.  King  says, ''  and  indeed  the  style  of  archttectnre 
corresponds  well  with  thai  of  the  age  of  the  ArchhiahopsTheodsit 
and  Uonortus  f." 

.  Stakeley  also  thinks  the  ancient  church  to  have  been  the  otm 
tory  of  the  Saxon  Prince,  Peada,  the  founder  of  PetcriMfoagh 
Abbey ;  but  as  this  church  is  not  mentioned  in  Deasesday-book, 
Mr.  Blore  aupposes  it  not  older  than  the  time  of  Robert  Gnuh 
bald,  who  was  founder  of  the  Abbey  of  OsuWestoa  after  the  Con* 
^uest. 

Being  in  a  state  €ii  dilapidation  and  decay,  it  was  rebuBt  in 
1792,  by  Eiiza  Wmg/kld,  who  took  care  that  the  cfaaaesl  shenld 
be  preserved  aa  much  as  possible,  and  that  wh^t  was  supplied  should 
be  copied  from  the  old  materials^  Part  of  the  old  nave  wis 
.  Gothic;  but  the  old  Saxon  arch  which  separated  the  church  aad 
chancel^  and  also  the  roofed  omamenta  of  the  chancd,  are  stiD 
entire. 

With  respect  to  this  imitative  re-edification,  Mr.  Blore  ob^ 
serves,  that  m  the  rdmilding  the  West  End,  the  architect  leevt 
to  have  intended  an  imitation  of  the  Norman  atykr;  aad  if  be 
lias  not  been  snooessful,  he  has  the  consolation  to  have  muf 
brethren  of  bis  profession,  who  have  failed  in  their  cndeavoait  to 
revive  the  architectural  taale  of  our  ancestors;  and  thoogb  fO^ 
haps  every  thing  has  not  been  done  in  the  rebuiMiog  of  tbii 
church,  which  an  enthusiastic  admirer  of  antiquities  might  wish  K 
yet  the  memory  of  a  lady  who  preserved,  at  a  very  great  esipeuse, 
the  valuable  specimens  which  still  remain  here,  of  the  indispe- 

taUt 

*  Archeologia,  Vol.  I.  p.  49. 
t  King's  Mummeata,  Vol.  IV.  p.  97. 
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taUfr  hbonn  of  a  renote  age,  deaerfei  ta  b$  gNttefbUy  reaem- 

-MKO* 

.  Tlie  bett.arehileetnnl  delioeatioD  we  have  aeen  of  thia  roodein 
•antiqpie  is  io  tbe  '^  PurainU  of  ArchitecUiral  Innovation/'  *  whidi 
^aaeribes  the  edifice  as  eoDlainiog  two  dialinci  parta,  a  body,  and 
a  ckanceL    The  latter  Saxon ;  the  former  of  the  Tudor  atyle,  of 
common  simple  work,  and  added,  it  is  thought,  to  give  room. 
The  chancel  is  nearly  a  sqnare,  thiriy-^ix  feet  by  thirty.    The 
western  part  is  entirely  made  oat  by  the  entrance,  which  is  en- 
riched to  an  excess,  and  on  each  side  are  fire  columns,  witk 
highly  enriched  capitals.    The  arch  partakes  of  an  oval  shape  f ; 
its  architecture,  which  extends  beyond  the  spread  of  the  columns, 
is  struck  into  seven  parts ;  -first,  mouldings ;  second,  oxes  sculls ; 
third,  flowers  and  frets  united ;  fourth,  a  curious  and  extraordi« 
jiary  ooUeetioa  of  masques,  ornaments,  costume  heads,  grotesque 
figures,  &e.;  fifth,  diagonals;  sixth,  other  disgonal  forms;  and 
seventh,  plain  squares  and  indents.     The  east  side  of  th^  arcli 
sdso' is  .grand  and  rich,  with  ^ve  ranges  of  ornament,  recesses  with 
^oduiiips,  &c.    It  is  added^  "  though  much  of  the  work  has  been 
Jiaf  ocked,  yet  still  the  greater  part  of  the  intention  has  been  left, 
.■and  faUy  sufficient  to  enable  a  religious  restoration,  allowing  for  a 
mpment  there  was  a  necessity  for  such  a  job." 
'  To  this  we  may  add,  that  the  crypt  roof  and  pilUrs  in  the 
chaiicei  are  extremely  simple,  when  contrasted  with  the  rich  zig- 
zag jmouldings  siid  dentils  of  the  arcb,  and  with  the  ornaments  on 
the  east  end. 

,  •  In  the  chancel  is  a  semicircular  arch^  iu  which  lies  «  rautilaiid 
wooden  figure  of  a  knight  iu  armour,  laying  on  his  back,  and  in 
the  attitnde  of  prayer ;  and  near  it  is  the  grave  and  humble 
torab-stone  of  the  modern  foundress. 

Both  the  interior  and  exterior  are  as  complete  representations 
H2  .  ^^ 

•  Geut.  Mi.g  Vol .  LXXVI.  p.  5t. 

f  Tbi«  srch  if  represented  in  the  Aoglo^Nonoaa  Antiqiuitcs  of  Dr.  Du* 
cmrel,  PI.  13,  p.  101,  ol^o  by  Siukek-y  in  the  Iiinciarj,  lip  6S,  and  in  Cv- 
ter*s  Aiiciem  Architecture. 
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ff  the  <uieieutiiQiIdiiig«ft  could  be  exeeoldl,  mi  m  jBndi  tf  te 
ancient  work  remaiiis  in  the  outer  walls,  thai  the  mind  is  gnii^ 
M  almost  aa  much  oa  Its  esamination  as  if  it  was  caa»pkteiy 
^gtnal;  an  ^Act  whick  wHl  nerease  as  the  stone  aofaicesiha 
veaemUfe  hoe  of  aatiqaitj.  Ovor  the  eotiaMO  oa  ilM  mmA  aU% 
is  the  foUowiog  iasoriptioii : 

*'  E&ISA  WlNORltUl, 

with  thai  true  ■ense  €if  Religioo  mid 

Reverence  for  her  Makefy  which  ever 
diitiiigaiUied  her  life,  rebailt  this  CttUIcll^ 

in  the  Year  1799. 
She  died  Jaly  14»  1794^  aged  ymm 

and  her  reoiaiiis  are  here  depotiCed." 

The  AJalni  between  agedumi^ears  remaiaa  tobefflled  «p»lNft 
WB  her  tomb-Btone  in  the  chanoel,  this  pioos  lady  is  said  to  have 
basn  eighty-seven. 

There  is  also  a  curions  sqvare  fent,  adorned  with  iwterkeal 
Wfchea,  on  a  plain  square  base ;  and  it  may  be  necesoiry  to  wid, 
that  the  lofty  arch  of  the  chancel  is  rather  misnamed  by  Ihosa 
-mho  call  it  '«  oval/'  being  in  fiict  a  complete  H<frse  Sk^e,  aai 
therefore  a  more  carious  specimen  ofaneieiit  architectuml  akilL 

Near  to  the  churdi  is  the  ancient  seat  oi  the  Wing/kki  family, 
which  has  been  coosidentbly  modernixed,  but  is  stiU  a  veuetaUa 
iddcing  mansion,  seated  on  a  handsome  kwn^  in  the  midat  of  a 
small  park;  forming  altogether  a  respectable  and  comfortable  rerf- 
ience^  and  being  seen  to  great  advantage  from  the  north  rsa^ 
which  nins  in  its  front 

Jhgthorpe,  in  this  neighbourhood,  is  merely  awationed  ivom 
its  having  formerly  been  of  more  consequence  than  at  present;  for 
Stttkeley  says  *'  there  was  a  pretty  chureb,  and  an  ancient  one  at 
Ingthorpe,  now  turned  into  a  dweUing-honse.''  It  is  now  a  ham* 
let  to  Tinwell. 

Piekwcrth,  which  is  to  the  north  east  of  Ticksnoote^  oa  the 
lordeia  of  the  county,  is  said  by  Wrigki  to  have  fomerly  been  a 

town 


tttB  aifl  fvUk,  «f  iflMk  iiothiag  lemtiMd  is  hn  tittt  but  % 
fteepie,  known  by  the  aame  of  "  M^okbeggnr/'  PiadiBg  m 
seAtioB  of  H  in  Doneodfly-book,  ho  ooigpeliNref  it  to  have  pn>» 
kbly  beta  a  «onber  of  iooe  otber  noighbooriBg  towm ;  hit  thgt 
H  most  soon  after  bare  been  a  place  of  tome  consequence^  ia  otW 
dknt  fVoai  a  fact  wkieb  «o  have  aaeertaiiied  by  an  examinatioii 
ef  the  "  Inqnieitio  Nonanin/'  m  tbe  rei«n  of  Bdvaid  III.  wbere 
Hafpean  ibat  U  had  taxable  HMrehaatsata  time  whan  there  was 
iMt  W  la  OakhaoL 

"  km  dkantqd  saal  ii'«Merea  in  eadeai  villa  qoi  tacaatar  a4 
fMAti  Aeciia  x^  x.  i." 

Mr.  Blore  coosiders  the  mmo  as  beinijp  4omed  from  "  Peak^ 
Ugh  eooatry,  and  "  Weortb^'*  a  naasloa,  aad  he  obserYes  that 
lb*  sile  #f  the  aaeiest  aansion  (for  he  does  not  aeem  to  consider 
it  as  ever  having  been  a  place  of  conseqnenee  as  a  town)  may 
hethMted  near  theeeafst  of  the  parish/ eastward  of  the  eborch,  iia 
twa  fieMa,  eae  called  the  feondatioDS,  tbe  other  the  bask  dosoai 
Be  may  certainly  be  correct  in  stating  tiiis  to  have  been  tbe  site 
ef  tbe  maiMt-boase,  but  from  tbe  extent  of  the  reswins^  we  are  in* 
Aned  ti  beli^e»  thai  part  of  the  aneieat  town  amy  have  extended 
dse  tbnv  far. 

Mr.  B.  ad«b,  Oat  thla  steeple  of  the  eboreh  was  only  remaia« 
iag  hi  Wrighi^s  time,  and  thai  most  likely  the  place  was  miae4 
by  tbe  eontesto  previous  to  the  batHe  4if  Homield.  In  tbia  he 
m  oertaihly'Aoffe  eorreet  than  Stnkeley,  who  errs  in  the  cbroii9« 
faigy,  and  saya  thai  Pidiworth  charch  was  burnt  down« "  together 
with'the  tiie»  populous  town/'  by  the  rebels,  in  the  time  of  Qenry 
VII.  bnt  he  has  omitted  what  Slukeley  was  certainly  very  eonecl 
in,  apeaking  from  his  own  knowledge,  when  he  adds,  that "  Pick- 
vorth  steeple,  a  very  fine  steeple,  and  seen  all  round  the  country, 
irss  Msen  down  abonl  A.  D.  1738,  to  build  a  sorry  bridge  at 
Wskerlay.  I  saw  the  lower  part  of  the  steeple  anno  1731,  when 
it  was  pidled  down  to  build  a  bridge  by  Casterton.'' 

We  mention  not  tUs^  in  contradiction  of,  bat  in  addition  to,  tbe 
nty  ebAcrale  aoeaaat  «l  Ibis  parish  in  tbe  first  published  part  of 

H^  Mr. 
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Mr.  Blore's  vork,  which,  if  oompleted  lo  the  atme  style  it  hu 
been  commenced  in,  will  he  one  of  the  most  copious,  and  we  be- 
lieve eorrecir.  County  Histories  now  extant,  and  will  form  a  ^tAvM^ 
hie  hody  of  reference  for  family  genealogy  tbrooghoat  the  smr- 
roundtttg  eonnties. 

•  It  is  impossible  to  traverse  this  desolated  spot,  onoe  the  happy 
ahode  of  domestic  comfort,  conviviality,  and  indnstry,  withont 
heaving  a  sigh  of  remembrance  whilst  contemplating  the  aingle 
pointed  arch,  with  its  capitab  of  beantifuUy  decorated  foliage, 
which  is  all  that  remains  of  the  venerable  edifice,  sone  of  wboae 
painted  glass,  as  has  already  been  noticed,  has  been  saved  fnm 
destruction  by  removal  to  Clipsham  chordi,  whilst  the  tombs  of 
those  whose  armorial  bearings  are  there  represented  are  moridere^ 
into  dust>  like  the  bodies  they  caveredjortacrilegioosIycoAvnted 
to  the  lowest  uses. 

'  In  the  retgn  of  Edward  I.  Roger  de  Geneye  appnura  to  have 
been  Lord  of  this  matior,  as  he  was  summoned  to^a^nd  that  ■•• 
narch  with  horse  and  arms,  in  the  Scottish  wars.  In  the  reign 
ef  Henry  VI.  Sir  John  Geney  ordered  the  manor  to  he  sold  alter 
his  death,  when  it  ivas  purchased  by  Sir  H^nr}  Inglooe,  Knt  for 
a  thousand  marks  of  silver ;  but  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII,  it  ana 
held  by  Sir  John  Hussey,  on  whose  attainder,  on  account  of  the 
commotions  in  Lincolnshire,  it  was  granted  to  the  fiunily  oTGoad* 
rick,  from  them  totlie  Harringtons,  &c 

'  EssENDfiN,  anciently  Ezenden,  ts  supposed  by  Mr.  Mora  to 
have  taken  its  name  from  a  corruption  of  Eastern  Dum,  on  hiH, 
from  its  situation  on  a  hill  on  the  eastern  border  of  the  eonnty. 

Here  was  formerly  a  castle,  but  nothing  remains  of  it  e&sept 
the  moat,  which  is  filled  by  a  small  rivalet,  and  enconpaaaea  a 
square  area,  containing  rather  more  tlian  an  acre.  Though  not  a 
stone  of  the  castle  itself  can  be  found,  yet  it  is  generally  soppooed 
that  the  Churtk  was  formoriy  its  chapel,  and  that  the  aomtheni 
entrance  is  actually  part  of  what  existed  before  the  Cooi|ae6t» 
This  opinion  is  founded  on  its  being  witliin  the  lisnts  of  the  aR-> 
cicnt  moat,  and  being  altogether  extremely  antique,  whilst  th* 

south 
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wttk  dMT  it  evidently  the  oUeifc  tpecimen  of  trdiittelara  ia  tlic 
couBly;  perhaps,  from  iti  mdenets  of  onmment,  oMer  thiD  any 
part  now  reroainiDg  of  Tiefcencote. 

.  It  is  dedicated  to  the  Virgin  Mary,  and  in  ita  present  atate  ia 
about  usty-nine  feet  long,  including  the  nave  and  diancel ;  hnl 
very  Utile  of  it  ia  of  such  high  antiquity  aa  the  entrance  already 
.mentioned,  which  ia  innnoonted  with  a  rery  fine  aemicircnlararch 
with  2igzag  monldinga  and  other  omamenta.  In  the  oentie  of 
thia  are  three  half  length  figures;  that  in  the  centre  ia  Chriit 
with :  hia  left  hand  resting  on  a  book,  and  hie  right  hand  aa  if  ia 
the  act  of  benediction,  with  tiie  letters  I.H.S,  on  one  aide;  and 
the  other  figurea,  two  angels  with  handa  clasped,  aa  if  in  auppli* 
cation.  On  the  right  side  of  the  door- way  are  two  figurea,  which 
resemble  monkeys  clambering  up  a  tree,  and  the  ptliara  are  cu^ 
ivoasly  ofoamented  in  spiral  lines,  which  have  a  degree  of  free* 
dom  and  eaae,  that  do  honour  to  the  architect,  or  acolptor*  That 
the  body  of  the  church  ia  comparatively  of  recent  date,  ia  evident 
from  the  fointed  arch  which  aepaxates  the  nave  from  the  chancel, 
and  from  a  lancet  window  in  the  west  end  of  the  edifice;  hnl  atill 
the  whole  is  a  venerable  specimen  of  antiquity,  both  in  its  parte, 
and  in  its  tout  ensemble.  An  accurate  delineation  may  be  aeen  m 
Carter's  Ancient  Specmtn^. 

If  it  he  correct  that  the  Saxon  alyle  of  aKhiteetnre  was  pre* 
aerved  in  Ecclesiastical  Edifices  until  the  reign  of  Stephen,  and 
that  the  Gothic  commenced  immediately  after,  ve  nwy  then 
easily  aacertain  the  date  of  the  principal  part  of  the  bniUing,  for 
the  pointed  arch  of  the  chancel  ia  ornamented  with  the  zigiag 
mouldings  of  the  former  style,  and  other  evident  antique  marka 
aa  being  of  that  age  when  the  one  was  introduced,  and  the  other 
not  yet  become  obaolete.  At  the  Norman  Survey,  thia  place 
vaa  in  the  hands  of  the  church,  for  Walter  ia  there  aaid  to  have 
held  of  the  Bishop  of  lincoln  one  hide  of  land.  It  is  also 
stated,  that  "  Bardi  tenuit  cum  Saea  et  Soca,''  who  may  have 
been  a  deacendant  of  the  ancient  Saxon  barons,  one  of  whom,  in 
the  year  1016,  is  said  to  Jiave  taken  the  command  of  the  men 
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of  StaaAMI^  Ml  lo  hwt  gitm  battle  t»  Htm  Su6%  ^ib»  h«| 
then  IB? aded  thk  part  of  Englttid.  Ingelpliiis,  who  nanim  ftte 
fiict,  saye  that  the  Danes,  though  they  got  the  day,  were  Mehtei 
for  it  to  the  inpetuosity  of  the  English,,  who  were  ittdacel  to 
follow  them  in  disorder,  on  their  making  a  feint  of  t^nniiig  awmy  ; 
but  other  historians  assert^  that  the  Danea  were  atloally  baatmi 
back  ibr  a  time.  After  the  Conqucit  it  must  haire  been  given 
to  Gilbert  de  Gant;  for  in  the  reign  of  Henry  li.  it  appears  l3kA 
his  daughter  and  eoheir  Rbheaia  eanried  it  to  William  de  BnsMfw; 
whom  she  married.  On  the  death  of  this  BuseeW,  an  infaiaitMii 
took  place  of  all  liis  goods  and  chattels,  amongst  which  bis  widow 
Rohesia  seems  not  to  have  been  the  least  valuable  article ;  and^  »» 
donbt,  was  considered  as  an  object  of  some  con8e4|oeiiGe,  ahe  beMg*^ 
according  to  the  custom  of  those  times,  within  the  gill  eC  Unb 
Crown;  lor  although  she  was  sixty  years  of  age,  her  laad  \% 
Issenden  was  of  the  value  of  ten  podnds ;  her  stock  waa  thrsa 
ploughs,  and  three  hundred  she^;  and  the  receipts  from  her 
courts  and  woods,  amounting  also  to  a  considerable  sum ;  bat  she 
tinlbrtunateiy  had  two  daughters  for  her  heiresses ;  one  the  wilb 
of  Hugh  de  Wac,  the  other  married  to  John  de  Boialy.  Lihte 
the  other  pious  damea  of  her  time,  she  was  very  devout,  if  geafr> 
rosity  to  idle  monks  can  be  considered  as  consistent  with  piety^ 
lor  she  gave  to  a  party  of  those  reverend  gentlemen  of  the  orw 
der  of  St  Andrew  at  Northampton  eighteen  acres  of  her  de- 
mesne in  this  manor,  with  all  the  tythes  of  the  town,  &c.  Th«iie 
lands  were  afterwards  carried  by  heiresses  to  Buisly,  Vipottt,  Cli^ 
ford,  Leibonm^  and  Cromwell,  then  to  Spenser  and  Beanehamp, 
and  to  Neville,  Earl  of  Warwick,  after  whose  death  they  caa^  to 
the  Crown,  and  in  Henry  the  Seventh's  reign  being  reatered  to 
the  Countess  of  Warwick,  she  settled  them  on  Henry  VIII.  wb» 
sold  them  to  Cecii;  ancestor  of  the  present  Exeter  family,  and  of 
the  Marquis  of  Salisbury,  the  latter  of  whom  ia  Lord  of  the  manor, 
and  Baron  Cecil  of  Bssenden. 

Rtall  is  two  miles  from  Essenden,  to  the  aouth-wea^  where, 
aa  Camden  says,  "  when  our  forrththeia  were  ao  bewildered  by 
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gifirrtitiOB  tk  ikiofll  to  Im^  the  iHie  CM  In  ik«  mift  of  deitiei, 
nhba,  ft  Muit  of  iilMor  order,  was  li^ohihippM  tts  another  Diana; 
by  Foivfers,  a«  piti^iiMs  ofhawido^/' 

thB  fif«t  aMdHUt  w^  have  bf'tliii  plii6&  to  frani  Ingii)|nitW, 
abbot  of  Crowland,  cotemporary  with  th^  NoMmn  Cob^iueat^  aul 
he  asaerts,  that  in  the  bloody  battle  fought  with  the  Danes  in 
870,  the  stout  knight;  Harming  of  Ryhiffl,  Was  one  of  the  com- 
manders of  the  Stamford  men. 

After  this  it  was  the  property  of  Syward,  Earl  of  Nrnthnm- 
berland ;  and  here  was  the  residence  of  his  sou,  Waltheof,  also 
Earl,  who  married  Judith,  niece  of  the  Norman  Conqueror,  and 
became  Karl  of  Huntingdon.  It  afterwards  passed  through  the 
brdwn  to  Spenser,  tibe  lavtmrite  of  Edward  II.  (and  was  valued 
in  1291  by  order  of  Pope  Nicholas,)*  having  before  tltat  been 
thf  property  of  the  Earls  of  Boulogne  in  France.f  After  his 
attainder,  it  passed  to  Edmund,  Ead  of  Kent ;  then  by  an  heiresa, 
Joan,  to  the  Hdtods,  Earls  of  Kent  also ;  but  is  now  in  th^ 
fexeter  family. 

This  place  has  been  stated  by  scrme  writers  to  have  been  the 
scene  of  action  of  **  Loosecoat  fight ;"  and  Mr.  Harrod  quoting 
from  them,  asserts,  that  in  the  year  1462,  Edward  IV.  came  to 
Stamford  from  Potheringhay  Castle,  Sir  Robert  Welles,  Dimock, 
andDe  la  Bar,  having  raised  an  army  against  him;  that  Edward 
dined  at  Stamfbrd ;  and  that  a  considerable  body  of  horse  and 
foot  were  added  by  the  townsmen,  when  battle  was  joined  with 
the  enemy  between  Ryail  and  Tinwell,  who  were  routed,  their 
commanders  taken,  and  immediately  afterwards  beheaded  under 
tiie  royal  standard.  It  is  evident,  however,  that  this  took  place 
near  Horn,  (though  not  a  long  way  from  the  spot  here  men- 
tioned,) firom  the  words  of  the  attainder  already  quoted. 

Wt^  respect  to  the  female  Saint  already  mentioned,  **  certain 
it  is''  says  Mr.  Wright,  "  that  St  Tibba  was  a  Virgm  Ancho- 

ressa 

*  Tantio  EecletiasticA.    Eccle^.  R^all,  361.  iSs.  4d.    Vicaria,  81. 
1  Testa  de  Ne?ii,  p.  39,  says,  '*  Hugh  Dispcusatur  tenet  Ryliall  qoi  fuil 
ConiUii  MonW*  {BoUmie),  &r. 
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tesMB  at  GMnmoIiwter^  «  kiosvovan  ^Ptada,  king  of  Her- 
ein, and  IWed  in  or  about  the  year  of  Christ  696^  of  ao  great 
reputation  for  piety,  that  our  hietorieal  poet,  Hicbaei  Sraytoo, 
enoineratiiig  all  the  holy  women  amongst  ouraneestoia,  theEng* 
lish  Saxons,  write  thus :  . 

"  ■  ud  to  thee^  St.  Tibba,  !•!  qb  prtiM 

In  tolitude  to  Christ,  that  past  her  whole  delight 
In  Godmanehester  made  a  coDstant  anchorite  ; 
Amongst  which  of  (hat  house,  for  Saints  that  reck(m*d  be^ 
'   Yet  iieTer  any  one  more  grae'd  the  same  than  she.** 

"  But  how  this  character  sgrees  with  a  second,  Diana,  or  how  St 
Tibba  came  from  Godmancbester  to  Rutland  to  be  worshipped,  I 
know  not." 

This  difficulty,  upon  Mr.  Wright's  mind,  is  bowoTer  accoantcJ 
for  in  Lambarde's  Dictionary  of  England ;  for  he  says,  thai 
^fsic.  Abbot  of  Peterborough,  **  took  up  the  bones  of  one  Tibba, 
that  was  buried  at  Ryhall,  and  offered  them  for  a  great  present 
to  St.  Peter  of  his  abbey.  Tliis  Tibb  (saith  John  Ross)  had  thia 
special  bountie,  that  if  your  hawke  were  raviuislie,  or  had  soared 
from  you,  you  migbt,  by  offering  of  an  hawke  in  waxe,  or  sona 
other  present,  (for  nothing  was.  refused,)  reclayme  or  recoTcr 
him :  hearby  a  man  may  easily  espie  that  theise  men  would  sooa 
bo  riche,  which  not  contented  with  the  liberal  donation  of  priaoei^ 
&c.  would  leave  bo  stone  unturned,  nay,  no  rotten  bone  oniakcd 
up,  that  might  allure  the  simple  to  visit  their  churches,  and 
empty  their  own  purses.  Belike  that  before  this  tyme,  FavlkcB- 
ers,  (a  dissolute  sort  of  men  indede)  could  not  be  brought  t» 
stopo  to  pilgrimages,  and  therefore  the  monks  of  St.  Petorborov 
devised  Si,  Tibba's  Lure  for  them  also." 

Some  of  the  early  Protestant  historians  had  supposed  thai  tha 
story  of  the  derivatioa  of  the  hunter's  cry  "  Tantivy !"  being 
derived  from  ti  c  old  ejaculation  for  help  to  St  Tibba,  was  a  bmtw 
fable,  and  some  had  denied  her  being  in  the  Calendar.  Fuller 
was  one  of  these,  and  asserted  it  in  one  part  of  his  Worthies ;  but 
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soon  after  he  acknowledges  his  error,  and  calls  her  *'  apopist 
Bhe  saint/-"  adding  that  she  was  no  Pagan  deity,  bnt  really  a 
Saxon  saint;  because  in  the  Index  Expurgatorius,  printed  al 
Madrid  by  Lewis  Sanchia  in  1612,  the  passage  in  Camden  con* 
ceming  her  19  ebmnianiled  to  be  expnngeil,  ''bearing,  a  pi^ae 
thereat,  as  gratiag  against  their  svperstitions  praetiee." 

There  are  still  many  traditions  abont'hei^  at  Ryall ;  lome  of 
th^  good  Mks  there  call  her  a  qaeen,  and  say  she  was  wontta 
bathe  in  TtbbaPs-hill  spring,  or  1*ibba'»4vHl  wielk  "  '  ^ 

The  Church  is  dedicated  to  St;  Jdmthe  EvangeKai.  It  has  a 
hkindsome  Cfothic  tonr  of  the  time  of  Henry  IV.  bat  the  'ifpira  la 
considered  in  danger  of  falling.  The  interior  is  Gothic,  piaii% 
bat  very  clean,  and  has  some  neat  moral  raoaamenta  aod  at*> 
chievemeats.  On  the  oatside,  at  the  nor^-west  side^  or  e^d  of 
the  chnrch  behind  the  tower,  are  some  vestiges  (as  it  is  said,) 
of  her  cell  or  chapel,  where,  as  Gough  says  ia  his  additioos  to 
Camden,  she  lived,  died,  and  was  buried ;  the  east  end  of  it  is  the 
west  end  of  the  church,  partly  iatrodaced  into  it,  and  an  aperture 
in  the  solid  wall  for  the  pHest,  or  person  in  the  chapel,  to  see  the 
choir.  In  the  east  end  of  the  chapel  there  is  a  square  space  over 
%]iat  waa  once  the  altar,  for  a  picture ;  and  close  by  it  a  small 
stone  niche  for  a  statne  or  relic.  Six  holes  still  remain  to  festen 
a  crystal  or  door  before  it ;  the  sides  and  -west  end  of  the  chapel 
are  gone ;  one  of  its  stone  windows  is  in  a  cottage  at  the  west 
end  of  the  town.  To  this  we  must  add,  however,  that,  oii  a  ckMa 
examination,  it  ir  plain  that  this  coald  not  have  been  the  actual 
cell  of  St.  Tibba,  as  it  is  evidently  the  remains  oi  a  species 
of  architecture  unheard  of  until  nearly  six  centuries  after  her 
death. 

In  an  apartment  over  the  porch  of  entrance,  a  school  is  held 
Ar  the  instruction  of  about  thirty  children,  in  English,  writmg, 
and  arithmetic ;  it  is  something  on  the  principle  of  a  freeschool, 
hot  nnfortunately  there  is  not  any  permanent  fund  for  ila  conti- 
nnance. 

The  Manor-house,  an  old  mansion  of  the  Exeter  family,  baa 
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iMi  erected  6n  the  femaiM  of  «  maeb  oMer  «difi«e  11  b  i 
•oBftlderaUy  modehuBeJI,  %ith  very  j^leaMAg,  ihotglmol  exta^. 
liT^  ^rtmndii  uid  is  Ik^  r«mdeBc«  «f  Celonel  Pierpmai.  I  a  ill 
Ibrmtr  itete»  it  ivm  in  aome  meisttre  ia  object  of  aaltqiiorifta 
onfiosily.  Tko  manor-eowrt  weft  beU  in  o  ohnmber,  wbieii  kmi 
a  door  mMde  oil  of  a  pieio  of  ioe  old  paiatiiif »  reprooeatiag  ptft 
«f  Ike  Cmeifitlott,  Gfariti  aad  one  of  tbo  thiores  rtnaiaiag,  and 
mH-  lo  iNive  boea  given  by  loiae  of  the  aacieat  lonb  to  tha 
cbarch.  At  th0  eatrantoe  etood  the  old  Buttery  bateb,  the  hal 
•BtieHgtatbaad»  with  a  gaiall  aad  very  aU  wiadav  eat  oat  of 
ana  alooe  oa  the  olMieaee.  The  eoMar  reeeiabled  the  crypto  af 
paclont  ^nrehes,  having  a-  roof  of  ribbedwork  arohea.  la  the 
^auido  wM,  Uo,  a  v^  large  arch  still  reaisias,  wbish  aol  oaly 
hesfodn  high  atiti^ity,  bat  also  shews  thai  it  anst  ease  haw 
btea  a  very  eateasite  edUice* 

la  the  Geatkman's  Magaxiae  for  1796^  Xh&te  is  a  psssaga 
nkich  says^  *'  here  is  an  honse,  nmt  an  aU  k&u§i,  Ibnnerty  ap» 
|iaci9Btly  a  teligious  building ;  the  altar  Is  a  crypt;  end  I  was 
informed  by  the  landlady^  that  in  her  Bother's  tiaie  Dr.  StaMey 
csflie  to  see  it  One  of  the  ehamber-doors  is  laade  of  the  nm^ 
aaats  of  old  painted  panaels.  I  laade  oat  part  of  a  CradliaMSL 
The  paintiaga  are  done  by  a  good  hand."  This  seeas  aa  ailasiaa 
to  the  pnssent  re-ediied  nuaision-house.  Of  ether  anti^aitica  m 
Am  palish*  wo  mast  not  oaiit  ''  StahMbid-biidge/'  whidi  Ca»-> 
dea'a  eoatianator  ooasiders  as  derived  from  ''  St  Bbbo*a  ferd," 
anaHicr  holy  virgin,  consin  to  St  Ttbba»  to  whom  he  oaya^ 
perhaps  the  spring  opposite  to  St  Tibba's  was  coasecraM,  now 
ealled  Jacob's  Well.  The  conjecture  is  iagenious ;  bat  it  mMj 
perhaps  be  as  well  derived  from  "  St  Tibba's  ford/'  the  prsaaa« 
aiation  beiag  nearly  the  same* 

When  the  Act  oflncloture  took  place  respectiag  the  pariah,  fk 
was  proved  in  Parliament  that  the  Poor  had  a  right  of  cattii^ 
fane,  &Ct  npoa  the  heath.  In  conseqaeace  of  this»  laada  of  tha 
annual  value,  at  that  perk)d,  of  ten  pounds,  and  measariag  ba» 
twoeo  sixteen  and  seventeen  acres,  were  awaided  aad  set  aff 
9  ia 


JB  Ilea,  kr  IIm  pwpoie  of  being  relet«very  t^f<e  yaam.  Thej 
now  Iclaii  fifteen  guniw;  and  ih»  profit  vent  is  expended  in  eup* 
pifing  tke  meritoruMU  poor  with  fael,  under  tlie  direotion  of  th« 
«agutmlee»  end  oertein  tnetees.* 

TavmotLPE,  in  tbte  immedinle  Tieinity^  is  eoppoeed  by  Mr. 
iUore  lo  be  eormpted  from  "  tbe  old  Tberpe/'  or  villege.  II 
bee  «  verf  enoient  cbnreb^  nodemized  from  reeeot  repaire,  mA 
a  emaU  doable  open  tnrret  for  belle.  The  village  is  very  email, 
and  lies  in  a  -Bioet  reduee  eitnatien  in  a  bottora,  on  the  banks  of 
the  ffifer  Gnaeh.  The  naasion-honee  is  a  curions  old  building 
of  Elizabeth's  timoi  bnt  now  faitly  modernized ;  bnt^  by  the  viesr 
of  it  in  Wright's  Rntlnnd,  it  seems  to  have  once  eoaaisted  of  a 
lew  oentre,  with  two  loftier  advaneing  wings;  tlie  roofii  weiw 
pohited,  with  small  tnrrets  and  spires;  the  windows  stone-framed  f 
and  two  elene  ballustraded  balconiee,  one  at  a  corner  of  eaok 
wing. 

In  early  limes  this  wae.aplaoeof  someconeeqnence;  for  ai 
the  Domesday  survey  there  were  fonr  mills^  value  forty  shillioge  | 
lad  fi»m  the  evident  antiquity  of  a  large  mill  which  ie  still  in 
existence  here,  it  is  not  intpoesiUe  that  it  may  be  actually  on  the 
•tie,  perhape  containing  soom  of  the  lemaine  of  -one  ef  theses 
The  bielorians  of  this  county  give  these  lands  (accopding  to 
Demeiday-bodk,)  to  William  PilB-AuBedtf;  and  then  to  Nkbolaa 
Bmitoo,  in  the  rdgn  ef  Sdward  II. ;  but  we  have  aaeertained^ 
thai  previous  to  Burton's  holding  they  weee  part  of  the  pessea' 
siona  of  John  de  Somery,  that  fiMst  being  expressly  stated  in  the 
''  Calenderitm  Inqnisitionum  poet  mortem/'  taken  in  the  reigw 
ef  Edward  Il.f  After  this  it  came  to  the  Brownei  ef  Stamfoi^  ; 
and  Agnes,  the  widow  of  John  Browne^  in  the  reign  of  Heory 
VL  left  a  curious  ivill,  highly  illustrative  of  the  menucrs  of 
those  ttmee. 

**  To  the  church  of  Allhaliows  of  Stamford,  a  vestment  ef « 
•Uite  the  which  skail  coti  me,  by  the  oversight  4^  my  friend  thai 
atotf  occupy  >br  me,  100  marks/' 

Thin 
*  Blore's  Hotlaiul.  f  Viie  C«lto.  Iiiq.  Vol.  I.  p.  306. 
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This  was  literally  eKnging  to  Kfe  after  dedh;  and  alie 
not  only  to  have  considered  the  money  as  ber  own  alter  ber  de* 
parture  from  this  world,  but  to  have  been  resolved  to  gratify  bar 
taste  for  singing,  to  some  tune,  having  left  7«H.  ^  to  a  priesl  to 
sing  for  me  fifteen  years  continnally/'  At  ber  fitaera),  too,  she 
was  likely  to  have  noise  enough  made  in  the  pedbmiaaee  of  ber 
obsequies,  for  she  left  *'  to  every  curate  that  comes  to  my  dtrige, 
six'pence ;  priests,  four-pence ;  parish  clerks,  two-penee."  The 
good  old  lady  also  seems  to  have  been  much  occupied  in  per- 
forming the  office  of  sponsor  to  ber  neighbour's  and  fiieud's 
ebildren ;  for,  unable  to  ascertun  all  their  names,  she  leaves  in  a 
lump, ''  to  every  God-child  that  I  have,  3s.  4d.''  Her  son,  Chris* 
lopher,  was  highly  honoured  by  King  Henry  VIIL  for  bis  eier* 
tions  in  favour  of  the  Lancastrian  cause  in  the  contest  betweea 
Richard  III.  and  Henry  YII ;  for  he  not  only  granted  to  bis 
son  Francis  an  exemption  from  serving  upon  juries,  or  in  the  effice 
of  sheriff,  hut  also  allowed  him  the  privilege  of  bemg  covered  io 
the  royal  presence. 

Mr.  Blore  observes,  that  not  far  from  the  manor-honse,  Aers 
is  a  spring  of  carbonated  chalybeate  water,  without  any  mixtaie 
of  the  sulphvrio  acid.  It  is  something  similar  to,  but  leu  pov« 
erful  than,  the  water  of  Tnnbridge  Wells,  and  may  be  taksn,  he 
adds,  with  success  in  similar  canes;  but  it  is  better  to  bedfaafc 
at  the  spring,  as  Its  salutary  properties  are  not  sniiicietttly  per* 
manent  for  distant  carriage. 

Belmettkarpe  is  a  small  village,  prettily  situated  on  the  soslh* 
east  verge  of  the  county.  It  was  originally  the  property  of  ^ 
fiimous  Lady  Godiva,  but  contains  nothing  now  to  excite  the 
curiosity  even  of  a  *'  Peeping  Tom.'' 

On  approaching  the  great  notth  road,  we  come  to  LrrrtK 
Casterton,  which  lies  about  one  mile  to  the  eastward  of  it 
It  is  a  pretty  little,  but  modem  hamlet,  lying  in  a  hoUow,  sod 
not  of  such  high  anti^ity  as  the  Norman  survey,  in  the  reigs 
of  Edward  II.  it  was  church  property,  but  afterwards  came  ts 
|he  Crown,  and  has  since  been  in  the  Browne  family,  and  otherf* 

beiog 
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being  at  this  motneDt  adhrerliaed  ft»r  tale.  Il  it  bat  a  simD  pa« 
rish,  eoQsisting  of  not  more  than  700  acres,  which  lajf  open  and 
aniaeloeed  until  1796.  The  chorch  is  dedicated  to  All  Saints, 
and  is  not  older  than  the  reign  of  Henry  II.  as  tlie  oldest  part  of 
it,  which  is  the  north  aisle,  has  its  arches  of  the  style  of  Anglo* 
Norman  arcbifeectore  of  that  time,  with  a  variety  of  fimcifiiUy 
ornamented  capitals  to  the  pillars.  The  other  parts  seem  of  a 
later  date,  apd  have  some  very  fine  lancet  windows.  The  roonu* 
mental  remains^  are  but  few ;  and  the  only  one  deserriog  of  no- 
tice is  at  the  end  of  the  sooth  aisle,  being  a  stone  of  a  coffin 
shape,  lying  on  the  ground,  under  an  obtnse  pointed  arch  of  the 
liter  Gothic,  with  very  deep  mooldings,  and  supported  by  short 
pillars.  There  are  no  other  antiquities,  except  some  slight  re* 
mains  of  earth  works  to  the  westward  of  the  church,  in  a  Md 
still  called  the  Hill-dose ;  and  these  Mr.  Blore  thinks  may  ba 
the  remains  of  **  Scrope's  manor/'  or  of  the  mansion  of  the 
Prior  of  Newstead,  when  the  parish  belonged  to  that  monastery. 

Bninas  Castbkton,  which-  lies  upon  the  Great  north  road, 
and  also  upon  the  ancient  Roman  Ermine  Street,  has  given  rise 
to  a  greater  variety  of  opinions  among  antiquaries  than  periiapa 
eny  place  in  the  British  empire. 

It  has  by  some  been  supposed  to  be  the  ancient  Roman  sta- 
tion of  OoMuetma,  or  Causenuis,:  which  others  again  place  at 
Nettinghaai.  Some  again  imagine  the  present  name  of  it  to 
hnve  given  an  appellation  to  Kesteven  in  lincolnshife. 

Burton,  in  his  Commentary,  says,  "  Brig  Caateiton*  vetns- 
Mis  nomen  apparet^  so  called  quasi  Oppidnm  Castronun,  because, 
of  a  camp.thene  some  time  of  the  Romans :''  and  he  adds,  that 
**  Brig  in  the  beginning  thereof  (as  Camden  says,)  denotes  th« 
P^Mage  over  the  river  there  by  a  bridge/' 

Some  have  supposed  this  place  to  be  the  "  Darobrivis^'  of  the 
Itinerary ;  but  Reynolds,  in  his  late  Commentary,  starts  an  idea 
that  Durobrivis  is  Lynn  in  Norfolk;  and  that  Causennis  is 
Boston  / 

finrtoniigaitt,  in  his  Commentary  on  the  Iter,  (p.  203,)  carries 
Durobrivis  to  Dernford  near  Wansfbrd,  but  seems  to  think,  with 

Camden^ 


119  fUKTMHMIIIW. 

Camden,  tlntl  CMiMiiiis  U  Ca«liBftMi :  mi  Dr.  GUe,  b  page  M^ 
uder  Ibe  head  of  "  Durobrivi^,"  aay^,  '<  Donated 
Qba  mainilvU  vidit  nrbis  jirotttalci  iDdipta»  el  en 
Numeri  M.  P.  veto  hie  nratoen  rednBdeiii  Aetontiio,  diaailB  suit 
enim  Durobriv«  ae  et  Dornetod  habeeftUir,  vis  X&  milliam  a 
Durbliponte*  Sutpieor  itafee  Diuphiivii  hiaoe  eaee.  Brig  Ceer 
tertoD  ad  aecjiadaei  eltoe .  Staarf»rdiaei  lapidm  d  jira  XXXV 
legenda  esse  XXX  M.  P.  qiisB  Yesa  eat  diatanlia  olerOppidvai 
illttd  et  Goriaaeaatcr,  alque  eo  petiua  ^ued  feee  eaaden  befaet  a 
Caiisennia,  qeam,  et  illia  asalgaat  Anlmttnus/' 

After  80  many,  aad  aaeli  wU,  eoojefllerea,  we  are  alseA 
afiraid  to  venlureaiiy  efanioii  ii|khi  ita  identity,  fcrther  than  li«t 
it  waa  most  eeHaMily  a  Boman  alatioB^  of  vhiefa  there  are  the  re- 
■laiaa  of  the  eaeampaient  ea  the  seath-eaal  aide  of  the  peaeaft 
village.  Thia  seems  to  have  heen  latticed  with  a  very  deep  most 
oa  botli  aidea,  being  aaffieienlly  defended  on  the  other  Kpo  hy  the 
river;  hat  it  is  prohahle  that  the  Boattus  had  aoMO  aMi«  pevaa^ 
aeat  fortifio^itions  tbaa  Mei^e  earth  worica;  te  ia  a  paatave  mhUk 
U  atiU  called  the  '*  Caatle-olose,"  teuidiAiona  of  a  watt  have  beta 
dog  vp  ;net  ataay  yewrs  agi^  j»  Mr.  Gough  teila  os  ia  kia  addl* 
tions  to  Camden. 

Here  vaa  evideatly  the  great  read  eallad  ''  BraHoe  Stieet;* 
aad  thopgh  the  present  :road  deea  aot  ptectaaly  keep  ita  lis^ 
yet  soaie  pait  of  ita  raie^  hank  is  atiU  very  visible  ia  esse 
places  four  or  fine  fed  high»  betireen  Gaatertes  aad  the  kaa 
turning  davato  Tiekeacote,  oa  the  western  side^* 

Even  the  funae  of  this  road,  as  well  as  its  dintihm,  has  givai 
fise  to  seme  controversy.  Selden  coaaidera  it  dmved  fraai  the 
word  *'  Imienaul/'  a  name  given  by  the  Saaona  to  Matwy, 
who,  according  to  the  Roman  mythology,  preaided  over  high- 

waya 

*  Its  line  of  dirrctioD  in  this  iieighlwurhood  is  mcrosa  Burleigh  ptrit,  aloi^ 
Ibe  western  side  of  the  wall  of  Austin  Frian  at  Stamford ;  then  acroM  tbt 
Vppingh^im  road  joining  the  present  north  road  half  way  beCweeo  Stanford 
and  Bridge  Casti-rton,  thence  to  Horn  Isne^  where  it  toon  after  divides^  ome 
branch  going  towards  Notiiogban^  the  other  by  Strsttoi^  Ice.  Vide  Hvrod'a 
Biaaiford. 
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msfn  in  gai«nl.  Kmek  aaA  Btrton  tgtin  «gr»{ii4kri?iagil 
frMD  "  Amyinth/'  a  Mtkh  word,'  became  it  cranes  aiDiuilaiiit 
•ad  psthkm  places;  bot  perhaps  its  mtyre  nataral  derhration 
is  from  tbe  Saxen  word  Hermaii,  a  warrior,  wbence  Ermkig 
Street  is  tbe  nilUtary  road, 

Stnkeiey  says  of  it,  that  it  pissea  a  "  little  abote  Stemford, 
between  it  and  Tynwdl ;  then  rises  again  npon  tbe  opposite  bill^ 
entering  linoolashire,  with  its  broad  and  elated  crest,  till  it  goes 
to  Bridge  Oasierton ;  it  is  composed  all  tbe  way  of  stone,  gravd» 
and  hard  materiahf,  got  near  at  band." 

Its  stale  in  1727  is  thns  described  by  PoA  in  his  Annals  oT 
Stamford :  "  Being  passed  Bridge  Casterton,  Erming  Street  ap* 
peaoi  again  ¥ery  plainly  jast  beyond  tbe  place  where  a  track  on 
tbe  left  funis  ont  of  tbe  great  road  to  Tickenoole.  Thence  it 
oaities  yon  ahnost  to  Hora-lane  wkb  n  very  high  bai^  A  little 
hetbvt  yon  enter  that  lane,  and  till  foo  are  got  throogb  it^  tbe 
bittk  beiAg^imioh.wem  byfire^nent'tn^elling,  iabotfliBcemible; 
bvt  immediately  beyond  it  riees  again  with  a  gneat^  eminence.^ 
Another  qpotatidn  Iran  tbe  same  anther  will  serve  to  aamse,  and 
to  ahew  on  what  very  slight  foundations  antiquaries  will  some* 
times  bnild  tbeir  systems.  ^'  Before  I  leave  Bridge  Casterton, 
«  word  or  two  concerning  a  coin  ioond  ^ere.  lo  the  parsonage* 
house,  about  1708,  was  foand  a  remarkable  Roman  coin,  (what 
emperor  I  conld  aot  learn,)  with  a  Britannia,  (very  like  that  on 
onr  modem  hall^p^ioe,)  on  the  reverse.  It  was  presented  by 
Mr.  Jonathan  Clougb,  then  rector  of  that  place,  to  the  late  Mr. 
William  Forster,  then  rector  of  St  Michael's,  Stamford,  as  a 
cnrioMty  worthy  of  his  particular  regard.  Mr.  Forster  himself, 
Irom  whom  I  had  this  account,  told  me,  with  some  concern,  that 
leaving  this  coin  one  day  in  his  partonr  window,  some  of  his 
children  met  with  it,  and  taking  it  ibr  an  halfpenny,  or  ^rtbing^ 
dispoeed  of  it,  so  as  he  could  never  hear  of  it  again :  whereof  I 
have  nothing  more  to  add,  but  that  meeting  lately  with  Mr* 
Clongh,  after  acquainting  him  with  what  Mr.  Forster  told  me 
an  above,  all  that  he  pleased  to  answer  was,  it  was  so  long  ago 
lie  eoaM  not  remember  whether  he  ever  gave  Mr.  Forster  snch  a 
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coin,  nmflt  Itai  what  tmfetar  il:waBr  or  uliellier.dng  wf,  nr «dlf 
ionaiy. dropped  in  the  home"  ^Ihm kmed,  )un4l<MiHi»..aiid  m^ 
dently  very  miaate  aatigoary,  after  gveat  jneaearch^  aaiia  *'  ikm 
feanied  bishop  Keaaet  neations  ti^  tains,  ooe  >of  Cnmmmm^ 
and  the  other  of  AUectus,  both  whkb  had,  on  tiM  lorarae^  Hia 
^iciaire  of  Paltas,  irith  an  olave  l^f  in  her  right  haa^  reachiiig  it 
/hit  IB  token  of  peaee  oflecad ;  and  a  spear  in  her  IcA  hand,  ibek 
If  peace  was  refused,  then  wiia.ahoald  ensue :  the  sasM  with  omt 
pi  which  nught  prabahly  bo  the;  eoin  abore,  ii^eli  eoin,  if  it 
belonged  to  either  of  those  pruaces,  was  ninted  bdbse  the  year 
af  Christ  994,  when  AUedaa^  like  kot  <if  tbem,  Was  slaiai  by  A»- 
depiodottts.'' 

After  these  fery  ingenioaa  oonjeolntes,  we  shall  notl^La  opllie 
tesdcr's  timeilaDger  than  to  notice  some  later  ideas  en  Ihia  placa. 
Horsley,  iik  hi»  dritanaia  RaaHuiB,  ia  eicpressly  of  ofsaiaa  Hut 
the  Durobnitet  of  the  northern  Iters,  £of  thefe  was  analhcr  D»- 
lobriTis  in  Kent,  was  CaHer,  or.  tha  station  Mar  it  ^  bill  ha  add% 
^  at  Bridge  Cbalerton,  two  mSes  nsvth  from  fitastfesd,  fhme  hah 
also  been  a  statiea.  Itisaitaaled  aa  the  aortk  cast  aide,  aosd 
near  a  crook  of  the  amali  riter  that  runs  by  it.  This  statian  is 
stoi  named  m  the  Iter;  nor  can  I  think  that  both  these  are  dmb-- 
liened  together  in  one  Iter.  For  in  aa  Iter,  where  those  Iwa 
plaees  can  possibly  occur,  is  theiw  a  distaaee  bcftween  any  twa 
atations,  suitable,  or  nearly  eqaal,  to  tbe  distaaee  b^ween  Castor 
ami  Bridge  Casterton,  which  ia  bat  nine  caasputed  milea.^' 

Salmon  attempted  to  unravel  these  diffionities;  hoA  Rojfnobh 
shews  how  little  dependence  can  be  pkoed  on  hia  reveriea ;  aad 
Dr.  Mason,  in  his  remarks  open  Gongh,  says  of  htm,  **  SalmoA 
wrote  ex  professo  upon  the  Itinerary  ;  and  aa  he  rade  over  the 
whole  kingdom  ler  that  pnrpose,  one  might  expect  great  improve* 
meats  from  him.  But  whatever  opinion  he  had  oace  embraoad, 
no  reasoning,  however  dear  and  stroag,  could  ever  remove  him 
from  persisting  in  it.  He  has  all  along  pretended  to  find  a  auli* 
tary  way,  whenever  he  wanted  it,  in  places  whare  there  ia  aot 
tbe  least  appearance  of  any  each  thing.  Remaiaa,  he  ^laataIka 
of,  where  there  certainly  are  none ;  and  great  ca»f  s,  whaaa  they 
f  are 
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are  rerj  iii8igiii6caiit«  or  n«t  Robmii.  And  etoflftbg  a  {em 
obflervmtioin^  wkioh  are  to  be  admitted  with  aone  cantion,  there 
18  nothing  worth  attending  to  in  his  whele  design,  all  bis  Itine- 
rary being  laid  down  as  if  the  Romans  had  ehiefly  intended,  by 
trarerstng  the  country,  to  make  their  joomeys  as  long  as  they 
coald,  and  also  to  avoid  good  roads/' 

Having  thus  gone  through  the  etmjeciurai  history  of  Casterton^ 
we  are  arrived  at  that  period,  when  it  is  supposed  by  Camden  to 
have  been  destroycfd  by  the  Picto  and  Scots,  at  the  time  when 
Hengist  and  his  Saxon  troops  stopped  their  further  incursions  at 
Stomibrd.  In  the  Saxon  times,  it  was  held  by  Earl  Morcar ; 
and  at  the  Norman  survey  it  was  in  the  hands  of  Hugh  Fitz- 
Balderic.  ¥wm  him  it  came  to  the  family  of  De  La  War;  and 
soon  afterwards,  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VI.  to  Lord  Scroope,  of 
Bolton.  During  the  early  part  of  the  reign  of  Henry  VIIL  it 
was  the  property  of  the  Lord  Hussejt ;  but  he  being  attainted  of 
high  treason,  it  came  afterwards  to  the  Exeter  family.  It  is  a 
curious  fact,  that  although  both  town  and  parish  are  called  Cas* 
torton,  yet  the  manor,  which  Mr.  Bloce  says  is  co-extensive  with 
the  parish,  is  more  commonly  called  in  public  records,  Woodkead, 
or  Wodeheved,  from  the  residence  of  the  ancient  lords  in  ite  high 
woodland  part,  more  than  a  mile  north  from  the  village,  and  a 
little  west  from  the  public  road  leading  from  Casterton  to  Pick- 
worth  ;  and  where  the  site  of  their  mansion  may  be  traced  by  the 
foundation  of  walls  within  a  square  moat 

The  Bridge,  which  gives  it  the  mdjunct,  consists  of  several 
arches ;  and  near  it  is  the  ancient  Gothic  ChurcA,  close  to  the 
road  side,  with  its  tower  and  light  airy  pinnacles.  It  is  dedicated 
to  St  Peter  and  St  Paul ;  of  one  of  whom  thu«  is  a  curious 
ancient  figure  on  the  outside  in  a  niche  over  the  east  window,  and 
of  which  a  very  good  engraving  may  be  found  in  Mr.  Blore's  New 
Survey  of  the  County.  Though  not  very  large,  yet  this  church 
has  a  nave  and  two  small  aisles,  with  the  capitals  of  the  pillars 
which  support  the  arches  very  richly  ornamented  with  foliage ; 
hot  the  present  edifice  is  evidently  a  re-edificaiion,  as  these  pil<* 
lars,  the  chancel  in  part,  and  the  porch,  seem  of  higher  antiquity 
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than  Uie  oUiei:  parts  of  the  building.  The  light  oyer  the  altar  is 
formed  of  two  lancet-pointed  windows;  their  shafts  are  very 
slender;  and  their  capiUiU  are  richly  foliaged  in  Ihe  latest  Gro- 
thic  style  of  ornament.  Mr.  Blore  observes,  that  the  church 
must  have  been  originally  intended  on  a  larger  plan,  for  the  roof 
of  the  belfr}  in  the  tower  is  groined,  has  armorial  shields  at  the 
four  corners,  and  this  tower  seems  to  have  been  designed  to 
ibrm  the  centre  of  the  edifice,  which,  by  the  style  and  the  arms 
in  the  groins  of  the  arches,  appears  to  Iwve  been  erected  about 
the  time  of  Henry  VI.  Mr.  Blore  has  endeavoured,  but  without 
success,  to  ascertain  the  object  of  a  curious  monument  under  a 
flat  arch  in  the  outside  wall  of  the  south  aisle.  It  consists  merely 
of  the  head,  ha^s,  and  feet«  of  a  recumbent  figure,  sunk  in  square* 
at  (ho  two  ends  of  a  stoue  slab,  and  is  deserving  of  notice. 

In  the  ecclesiastical  taxation  of  Pope  Nicholas  iu  1291,  this 
chih-ch  19  estimated  at  81. ;  so  that  it  is  probable  that  part  of  tho 
present  buildiog  is  as  old  as  that  period. 

Before  we  leave  Casterton,  it  may  not  be  useless  to  mention 
the  "  Linum  perenne''  or  perennial  blue  flax,  may  be  found  wild 
on  both  sides  of  the  north  road  in  its  vicinity,  and  in  tlie  Tarious 
atony  fields  near  it 

Tynwell  is  a  large  straggling  village  on  the  Uppingham 
road;  and,  according  to  Mr.  Blore,  anciently  called '' Tedia- 
welle,"  from  Tede,  signifying  hay-grass,  and  Ing,  a  meadow. 
It  lies  on  the  north  bank  of  the  Welland,  in  the  valley  between 
the  .counties  of  Rutland  and  Northampton;  and  has  a  very  an- 
cient church  with  a  slope  roofed  tower,  dedicated  to  AH  Saints. 
In  the  inside  arc  the  arms  of  the  Cecils  in  many  parts;  and  oq 
the  east  wall  of  the  chancel  is  the  following  curious  epitaph : 

"  Ruinerus  jacet  heic  Hermanns,  origine  Tangcr,  qui  novit 
multa,  et  multis  impertiit,  in  quo  docti  cum  cultis  liabitanint  no- 
ribus  artes,  Cl.ribti  sancti  fides  Zelus  pietatis  avili.  setatis  5U 
Octob.  18.  Obiit  Anno  Domini  1668."  Who  this  learned 
Jlennan  Rainer  was,  or  how  a  native  of  Tangier  in  Barbary 
came  to  Tynwell,  we  could  not  ascertain :  for  though  by  bia  epi« 
taph  lie  seems  to  have  been  learsed  enough  for  a  conjuror,  yet  ho 

most 
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must  have  been  the  Ittt  in  the  place^  as  we  could  find  no  person 
that  knew  any  thing  about  him. 

The  village  contains  some  good  comfortable  houses ;  and  there 
is  a  very  antique  manor-house  of  the  Elizabethan  age»  now  afarm- 
faoase,  but  still  a  very  good  specimen  of  the  style  of  that  period. 
Near  this  also  were  once  some  ruins,  which  we  were  not  fortunate 
enough  to  find :  but  Peck,  in  his  Staimford,  says^  '*  the  stream 
of  the  Welland  is  stopped  by  a  cataract,  or  wash,  as  it  is  called, 
about  half  way  between  Stamford  sad  Tynwell;  and  part  of  it 
conveyed  to  a  mill  of  great  antiquity  called  King's  MilK  Much 
sbont  halfway  between  the  foresaid  little  bridge  and  wash 
stood  Bredcroft-honse,  a  place  where  formerly  the  sessions,  as 
tradition  says,  were  kept  for  Rutland.  The  foundations  of  the 
old  structure  may  yet  be  plainly  discovered  on  the  northern  bank 
of  this  water-course/' 

Passing  over  Witchley  Common,  from  whence  there  is  a  fine 
view  of  Northampton  and  Lincolnshires,  we  arrive  at  Kcttan,  a 
small,  but  ancient  village,  a  little  to  the  left  of  the  road.  It 
was  the  property  of  Richard  de  Humet  as  early  as  the  reign  of 
Stephen ;  from  whom  it  came  through  several  hands  to  the  Har* 
ringtons,  and  then  to  the  Noejs,  being  now  the  property  of  the 
heir  of  the  Gainsborough  estates.  Its  tenure  is  by  knight's  ser« 
vice;  and  it  is  a  curious  fact,  that  the  sheri^  of  the  county 
coUect  annnally  a  rent  of  two  shillings  from  tUe  inhabitants, 
*'  pro  ocreis  r^ias,''  which  can  only  be  translated  "  far  ift£ 
queen's  boots,**  This  may  perhqw  have  been  sufficient  in  early 
times  to  have  supplied  a  queen  with  boots  for  a  year,  though  now 
it  would  scarcely  furnish  wax  and  ends  even  if  queens  were  to 
make  their  own  boots,  according  to  the  fashion  of  the  day. 

The  church  is  extremely  ancient,  and  of  Saxon  origin.  The 
west  door  is  stated  by  Mr.  Blore  to  he  4  mixture  of  the  Norman 
style,  which  was  on  the  decline,  and  of  the  Gothic,  then  begin- 
ning to  prevail ;  but  we  may  add  that  it  has  a  Saxon  centre,  and 
two  Gothic  side  doors  with  Saxon  ornaments ;  and  also,  that  from 
the  highly  ornamented  style  of  the  centre,  we  should  suppose 
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Mitt  part  of  a  very  M  Art^  partieaiMiy  m  the  clamk  iras-iB  a 
very  old  and  rainons  state  in  1291»  m  that  it  ia  maat  likely  t* 
have  been  bailt  at  tiie  period  apoken  of,  aoncli»e  abevk  Hie  aud^* 
die  of  8tephen'a  mgn,  or  1144. 

When  ie-ediAe4  it  ^iraa  ereeted  ia  tko  teoi  of  a 
hmg  nearly  aa  beaatifiily  thong^  not  oo  large,  aa  the 
chinrch  of  Lincoln:  and  Hogb  do  Wdla,  then  hkhop  of  thai 
see,  vms  so  anxions  for  ita  oonptetioB,  thai  he  granted  a  rricaso 
of  twenty  days'  penance  to  aU  those  vho  should  eontiibntn  any 
thing  to  the  bttil£ng  or  repair  of  this  chnsch  of  the  Blessed  Maiy 
at  Ketton.  It  ia  now,  aa  Mr.  Wright  and  all  other  imlsra  i 
the  neatest  pariah  lAiirch  in  all  thoae  parte  for 
tore.  It  is  indeed  a  most  elegant  specioMii  of  ( 
ehitectnre  even  now,  heii^  kept  in  SMOt  enoelleat  repair,  and 
affi>rds  a  good  idea  of  the  piety  of  early  tintea.  In  the  intenar 
there  are  yet  many  remains  of  antiqnity,  lor  threeof  the  ancient 
ataUs,  and  aome  of  tiie  ancient  pewa,  are  aHII  preaerred.  Near 
the  chancel  there  ia  a  monoment,  inserted  in  the  wall,  of  the  dsla 
of  1G94,  and  to  the  memory  of  FerSkumdo  CMeeoU,  who  ia 
stated  to  hare  left  twelve  chitdren,  an  eqnal  namber  of  ench  aex  | 
and  near  it  is  another  to  Robert  WkUhye,  who  waa  prebendary 
of  Ketton,  thia  being  one  of  the  preb^ida  of  the  aee  of  linoafaL 
There  are  two  of  a  more  modem  date,  which  we  ahall  inaeit* 
The  first  is  for  a  man  who  will  not  find  many  to  imitale  him  at 
the  present  day. 

**  Sacred  to  tiie  memory  of  Anthony  Hotchki^  Grocer  and 
Citizen  of  London,  who,  in  the  midat  of  life,  and  a  very  gaiafel 
trade,  satisfied  with  moderate  acquiaitiona,  retired  here  Irsm  the 
hurry  of  business,  to  the  qoiet  enjoymenft  of  himself,  bis  firiends, 
and  fortune  \  affording  a  rare  instance  of  contentment;  bat,  alas ! 
a  very  common  one  of  hnman  disappointment.  He  waa  aeised  with 
a  lingering  illness  that  put  a  period  to  hia  life,  Feb.  19,  176^ 
in  the  48th  year  of  his  age.'' 

The  other  displays  such  a  ctirto«#  article  of  Faith,  that  we  am 
surpriz^  how  it  got  there,  and  much  mote  that  it  ahodd  he  per* 
milled  to  reoutin ; 

••Heie 
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^  Mm  Im  fVMw  W^ttoB,  lsi|.  c.9Ub  exohMi|Ml/flib  huA 
Ml  in  hmfm  of  a  glociomiaiMnAbly^.liiiioighthe  iit«H/«  «f 
«9ii,  «ttd  ilie  mmte  ef  Jetw  GMnk^  iUgwl  ll.i:1736  iu  th« 
9Miyeiroffaiiiag«/'     '  i.  ,  j 

Soitke  greateaf  cariosity  of  tliutebwidi  it  ili  lover  OttAspiN^ 
or  BrocA«  as  ire  were  told  it  tIkotiM  be  cailedl  ^9  ^l  yMkoUo 
duirehwafdeny  who  acted  as  a  Und  of  cuoroBe  totiiie.  editsr  of 
tfeese  sheela.  ia  laet,  the  tomr  has  no  kiUeJMBto;;  Mid  <ho 
apire  opriftging  at  olice  from  its  sammiti  it  aeeoM  ihatthe  di»* 
ImetioB  may  be  a  jost  oae.  The  tower  isAoh  ia  oitin— al^  an4 
tight  in  exemtion,  haring  tihree  lofty  <>othie  lancet  wMowa  oft 
oaeh  aid^,  with  elaatbred  fillarr;  so  alight  indeed  doeaiiappear^ 
that'a  doubt  might  be  oaftaitRlaad  ol  its  oapabiliiy  of  aappovting 
tiko  spire,  if  the  experience  of  past  agea  liad  not  piovod  iU  The 
spire  afeo  is  rich  ingroteaqne  ornaments,  ribbed  at  tha  comers, 
hohig  octangolar^  lightened-  of  onioh  ol  ita  w«%ht  by  meana  of 
tvoWe  windowi^  highly  enriehod,  and  having  lour  iamgea  at  the 
princi^l  corhera.    The  whdo  is  IdD  feat  in  height. 

Thet^  haa  fermerly  biMn  nneh  anaotial  glass  b  the  window  v 
but  it^ia  entirely  gone.    * 

"Near  this  tbere  is  a  neat  mansion,  recently  iidmhiled  by  the  lata 
Lady  Jane  Edwards,  mother  of  Colonel  Koel,  and  only  danghter 
and  heiress  of  the  last  Earl  of  Oai^aborongh.  Near  this  lh«o 
are  the  remains  of  an  old  mansion,  which  we  did  not  see  except 
at  a  diatance,  but  which  Mr..  Blore  calla  '*  GonalaUe'a,  or  Grene- 
ham'a  maoot,'''  aad  whieh  he  says  ia  ahont  a  ^natter  o#  samio 
aontift-east  from  the  chnrdi,  on  a  riaing  grswadontho  sonthpoidg 
of  the  river  Chater  ;  and  though  Ivhat  reaMtiaaof  it  ia  now  ia  ^ 
forlorn  condition,  it  exhibita  evidenoaa  of  very  rospecldl^le  anti- 
qoity  in  some  of  the  windows,  and  in  the  arched  roof  of  timber  in 
thehalL 

What  ia  called  the  "  Old  Town  Estate'*  in.  this  parish,  consista 
of  laoda  which  were  formerly  granted  for  the  putohaae  of  wbito 
hmd  and  ale/to  bedialribatedo»€koas  Monday,  or  the  InTontjon 
(^Ibo  Holy  Omss^  iriitoh  feUa  4fn  Monday  after  th«  Sd.  of  May; 
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hoi  this  fa  now  applied  to  a  tetter  pnrpoae  ly  fiie  tnwieei,  who 
kavehftd  a  piece  of  ground  set  out  to  them,  on  the  endoeiire  of  the 
parish,  which  leto  for  71.  per  antoon,  which  is  expended  on  the 
edncation  often  poor  children  in  English,  and  will  now  he  soft* 
cient  to  instmct  ive  times  the  number,  if  the  modem  system 
should  be  adopted. 

This  parish  has  also  recently  received  a  behest  in  a  singular 
wiH  of  a  Mr.  John  Warrington  of  Stemfoi^,  who  died  in  1806,  and 
left  40001.  in  the  fiye  per  cents,  to  trustees,  to  pay  eighty  pounds 
per  annusi  to  each  of  his  twb  brothers  as  long  as  they  continue 
unmarried,  but  no  longer.  After  their  demise,  the  interest  is  to 
be  given  to  ifty  poor  widows,  or  unmarried  women,  out  of  this 
parish,  (and  others,  Empingham  in  Rutland,  and  Ufington,  Tal* 
lington,  and  Market  Deeping,  in  Lincolnshire)  who  must  he  fifty* 
five  years  of  age,  not  gnilty  of  any  inregularity,  sober,  and 
good  attenders  at  church.  He  allows  fifty  shiUinga  to  ^kt  tiua* 
tees  and  clergy  lor  their  annusi  meeting;  but.  with  all  the 
litde  arrogance  of  posthumous  vanity,  orders  that  not  a  shilUng 
shall  be  expended  fer  theae  purposes  until  a  large  table  coatoining 
all  the  particulars  shall  be  set  up  in  each  of  the  churdiea !  Tl 

We  now  proceed  to 

HarTIKSIET  HuKpREP, 

which  contains  15,340  acres,  with  a  population  of  3119,  conshU 
ing  tff  ldl4  males,  and  1005  females.  These  form  702  families 
inhabiting  649  houses,  and  there  were  18  houses  uninhabited  ia 
1801.  Of  the  totol  number  of  persons,  477  were  empk^red  ia 
agriculture,  and  496  in  trade  and  handicraft. 

The  parishes  in  this  handled  are,  Ayston,  Edithweston,  Ham- 
bleton,  (Hambledon,  or  Hamilton,  a*  it  is  varioualy  spelled,)  Lyn* 
den,  Manton,  Martiosthorpe,  Normanton,  Preaton,  Ridliigteu, 
Uppingham,  and  Wing. 

The  boundaries  of  this  division  we  Oskham  Suite,  or  Hndrsd. 
on  the  west,  Wraogdyke  cm  the  aouth  and  ea^  Abtoe  and 

EssI 


Eiurt.HwMbaib  os  tba  north  aod  eMt    It»  fte  to  now  in  Iks 

Crown. 

.  iOn  entering  this  diviBion  iirom  East  Hundred,  the  finit  village 

we  come  to  is 

EoiTHWEBTov,  a  village  of  farm-hooses,  with  a  T^ry  ancient 
chnrch.  The  light  Gothic  spire  of  this  edifice  is  deserving  of  no- 
Hoe,  and  the  ^tij^oarian  tourist  vill  also  observe  an  ancient  man- 
sion dose  to  the  church,  which  seeij^  to  bnye  been  the  manor- 
house  ;  it  is  verj  low,  like  most  of  the  mansions  of  the  Elizabethan 
^igfi,  and  has  some  very  carious  Gothic  door-ways. 

It  is  pgdbable  that  the  cknrcb  was  in  existence  at  the  feandation 
(or  soon  after)  of  an  Alien  Priory  of  Benedictine  monks,  cell  to 
the  Abbey  of  St.  Geo^e  at  Ban^erville  in  Normandy,  to  which 
it  was  giien  by  WiUmpn  de  Taakerville,  Chamberlain  to  King 
Henry  I. ;  *  and  it  is  not  unlikely  that  the  ancient  mansion,  close 
to  it,  is  part  of  the  old  priory^  particnlariy  from  ito  rery  Tenerable 
appearance. 

•  About  the  14th  of  Richard  11.  this  priory  was  conveyed  to  the 
CarUinsians  of  CoTestiy,  and  as  part  and  parcel  of  their  pos- 
sessions was  given  in  the  4th  of  Edward  VI.  to  William,  Marqnto 
of  Northampton;  and  from  him  it  passed  through  the  Uerberte  to 
the  &mily  of  HaUbrd,  whidi  had  been  seated  here  ior  nearly  two 
centuries. 

There  is  little  else  here  to  interest  the  tourist,  unless  he  has  a 
taste  for  botany,  which  may  be  gratified  by  a  seansh  after  the 
Parnauim  Palustrii,  or  Grass  of  Paroassus,  which  is  found  in  all 
the  marshy  meadows,  and  also  Ae  Dtpsacm  PiUmUt  the  email 
irild  teasel,  or  shepherd's  rod. 

VoRMANTON,  which  once  stood  near  it,  is  now  completely  de- 
populated, nothing  remaining  but  ito  veo^able  little  church, 
which  stands  separate  from  all  other  buildings  in  the  grounds  of 
Abrmoiilon  Ihmie*  Ita  appearance  is  interesting,  ito  little  Go- 
thic turret  peeping  out  from  a  shrubbery ;  yet  it  is  impossible 
not  to  deplore  that  &]se  taste,  which,  in  order  to  form  a  smooth 

lawn, 
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hmn,  will  dme  may  ihe  aun|fo  vil]agflr%  and  UkmI  Hmv 
cots  with  the  ground  where  their  huvUe  aucevtorB  repose. 

Thia  i>bce  waa  celebiaied  by  Djfet  is  iua  '*  Fteeoe/'  aa  par« 
licularly  AiYourable  toaheep. 


>  the  cloverVl  lawns 


And  sunny  niomits  of  beauteons  Normnntmi, 
Health's  cheerful  haunt,  and  the  selected  walk 
Of  HeatbcoU*s  leUnre." 

Mr.  Dyer^  however^  liad  mil  to  laaseBt  a  fcpofii^atad  TiUago; 
Bor  ia  it  perhapa  a  aouice  of  unhappimeaa  to  tbe  oooe  InhMo  in- 
liabitaataj  aa  the  preaent  benefolent  kwllowl  aaeiaa  to  have  at* 
leaded  to  the  comlbrt  of  hia  iadaatrma  depeadeBla  raaidk^ip  m  fkt 
aeighbonriiig  cottages;  yet  atili  the  impraaaion  prodieedhyaa 
isolated  dioreh,  ia  of  that  aonhve  kiad  to  oacite  Ilia  lear  of  ay»> 
pathy>  and  Ihe  aigh  of  regret  for  aiiaenea,  psfhafo 
This  place  is  not  mentioned  in  the  Normaa  Survey,  b«i  i 
after  Ihe  Coaqaeat  waa  Ihe  properly  of  Ihe  hmdj  of  Nanaan* 
Title,  Ihea  aettled  ia  the  coaaty  of  Kea^  aad  fswm  mkmm  it  evi- 
deally  took,  its  uaaro.  Their  heireaa  gaaend  caiviad  it  to  Wii. 
lian  de  Basiogs  ahoot  the  tiiiie  of  £dward  U.  whoae  teuly  had 
their  residence  here,  pari  of  whidi  waa  prohaUy  io  Ihe  anaieat 
<nanor-Iiouse,  which  appears  to  have  been  two  stories  Idgk  witii 
iwo  wiogs,  and  an  advanced  porch,  the  roof  being  haloalraiM  \ 

From  the  Basiuga  it  passed  to  the  Mackwortka,  afterwvda 
Baronets,  and  from  them  waa  pansfaaaed  by  aa  aocestor  of  the  pre> 
sent  Sir  Gilbert  Healhcoto,  Baii. 

The  moderu  residenoe  of 

NORMANTON    HOIJSE 

stands  in  a  park  containing  aboot  400  acres,  wetl  planted  with 
about  two  thousand  large  timber  trees,  principally  oak,  ash,  beech, 

and 

*  Tlie  ancient  town-house  of  this  family,  in  the  metropoli«|  was  situated 
where  Biacivwell  Hall  now  stands,  and  ga?9  oame  to  Bssin^nil  Street  and 

ward. 
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and  Umes^  irkose  stuMk  and  felkge  have  a  very  fine  aflfisel ;  aad 
some  parti  are  pleanngly  aeatleied  aoiongat  broken  gnmiub, 
tbongb  the  park  ia  general  ia  en  a  dead  flat 

The  naitaion  ia  an  el^g;aat  medeni  edifice  of  white  atone,  with 
a  eentie  of  fine  deration  and  two  winga ;  both  fronts  being  in  a 
style  ef  great  architectural  beauty ,  and  the  interior  prasenting  a 
rich  acene  of  modem  elegance  throughout. 

FkTNn  the  /fiol/,  whicfa  b  light  and  airy,  and  containa  aeaie  good 
atatnea,  we  proceed  to  the  lAhrary,  an  elegant  room  fitted  xsf 
with  aofiui,  and  the  hooks  so  covered  with  handsome  chintE  cartaina 
that  ft  has  more  the  appearance  of  a  dreaaiag  room,  than  an  apart- 
BMttt  oeeapied  lor  pnrposea  of  study. 

Paasing  through  the  SmM  Drawmg  Room,  which  ia  fitted 
up  with  atodied  elegance,  we  enter  a  Dressing  R^hmh,  in  a  simple 
style  of  ornament,  and  containing  a  portrait  of  the  late  amiable 
and  lamented  Mrs.  Doff,  and  four  email,  bvt  haadaome,  land- 
eeapes. 

The  Dinmg  Roam  is  a  very  superb  apartment,  with  a  vaulted 
and  staccoed  ceiling,  in  compartments.  Over  the  fire-place  is  the 
original  painting  of  the  present  Lady  Heathcote,  in  the  character 
of  Hebe,  the  engraved  copies  of  whidi  have  been  so  much  admired 
In  the  London  print^hopa.  Here  is  alae  a  very  handsome  paint* 
ing  of  Mosei  found  in  the  buhuahes,  evidently  by  an  artist  of  eo»f 
aiderable  skill,  though  unknown. 

The  Drawing  Room  ia  a  most  brilliant  apartaMut,  fitted  up 
with  embossed  gold  paper,  with  gilt  borders  and  mouldings ;  the 
chairs  are  of  light  blue  satin,  with  white  flowers ;  and  the  whde 
is  extremely  Iig4it  and  elegant,  without  being  gaudy. 

The  Sioie  Bed  Room  is  in  a  style  of  simple  magnificenoe ;  the 
bed  of  white  and  gold,  with  the  furnitare  and  ornamenla  of  the 
walls  to  correspond ;  the  Dressing  Room  belonging  to  it  is  also 
a  handsome  spedmen  of  modern  taste,  and  the  ceiling  in  par-r 
ticnlar  b  very  fine,  being  elegantly  painted  in  treillage  and 
foliage. 

The  Sack  Drawing  Room  has  a  pleasant  bow-recess,  and  is 

fitted 
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itted  «p  iHth  spotted  Cluii6se  paper,  with  almton  pannele  mi 
^Meh  are  laughing  and  aporling  Cupids  iu  chiaro  scaro,  and  inter* 
spersed  with  paunel  slips  of  plate-glass. 

Each  suite  of  apartments,  on  both  floors,  has  do<»»  vbich 
tiirow  open  a  vista  from  end  to  end;  and  as  there  are  kMrgi;  piate- 
glass  mirrors  at  each  extremit}^  the  reduplicated  eHect  is  ex- 
treinely  fine. 

The  Gardens  are  moderUj  and  not  very  e&tensive;  bat  the 
CfTotmdi  are  neatly  laid  out,  aad  have  some  very  fine  prospects  in 
different  points  of  view. 

The  botanist  who  rambles  through  Normanton  Park,  aad  its 
vicinity,  will  be  much  pleased  with  the  various  specimeas  of  a 
very  scarce  plant,  the  GeniUma  auiuvmalUfugax,  or  later  aa* 
tamnal  Gentian. 

Lynosr  Hes  between  Edithweston  and  Manton,  but  is  not 
neationed  in  the  Nomiaa  Survey,  though  iu  the  reign  of  Ed- 
ward 11.  it  was  a  Royal  manor,  n  Edward  111.  granted  it  to  Ro- 
Beit  de  Corby  and  Joan  his  wife ;  biit  in  tlie  reign  of  Hc^ury  IV. 
H  wsa  the  property  of  John  Beneys,  from  whom  it  went  through 
Flaytoii  and  Hunt,  until  it  was  purchased  by  Sir  Abel  Barker  and 
Thomas  Barker,  his  brother,  who  left  both  the  manor  and  advow- 
sdn  to  Sir  Thomas  Barker,  Bart  who  appears  to  have  built  the 
house,  frmn  the  date  167d  on  an  ancient  chimney-piece  in  one  of 
the  apartments* 

The  HqU  is  now  the  property  of  Thomas  Barker,  Esq.  and  is 
an  antiqae  edifice,  in  the  style  of  the  early  part  of  the  seventeenth 
eentury. 

The  interior  of  the  house  is  a  good  specimen  of  old  English 
comfort,  without  any  of  the  appendages  of  modem  frippeiy.  Os 
an  old  chimney-piece  is  carved  a  characteristic  motto  of 

"  Aoreani  quisquis  mediocritateia 
Dilegit,  tutus  caret  ol>$oleCe 
Sedibus  tccti,  caret  e?idanda 

Sobriosasla.*' 

sod 
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attd  oae  of  the  lower  apftrtmeats  is  pecoliarly  interesting,  fion 
containing  aa  original  paiDtisg  of  the  celebrated  Wkhton,  ynhm 
was  maternally  great  grandfather  of  the  present  worthy  possessor 
of  the  mansion.  He  is  drawn  with  his  finger  lifted,  Jiis  left  hand 
holding  a  hook,  and  his  countenance  deeply  in  the  act  of  philoso* 
phic  cogitation.  This  portrait  was  executed  hy  a  lady,  of  wlwai 
Horace  Walpole  says,  **  Mrs.  Hoadly,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Sarah  Curtis,  was  discipie  of  Mrs.  Beal,  and  a  paintress  of  por- 
traits by  profession,  when  she  was  so  happy  as  to  become  the 
wife  of  that  great  and  good  man,  Dr.  Hoadly,  afterwards  Bishop  of 
Winchester.  From  that  time  she  only  practised  the  art  for  her 
amusement ;  though,  if  we  may  judge  of  licr  talents  hy  the  print 
from  her  portrait  of  Whiston,  the  art  lost  as  much  as  she  gained. 
She  died  in  1745." 

Near  him  also  hangs  a  picture  of  his  dainghter,  and  of  her  hus- 
band, tlie  learned  Thomas  Barker,  Esq.  a  frequent  and  intelligent 
correspondent  of  the  Royal  Society.  He,  and  his  learned  father- 
in-law,  seem  indeed  to  have  dedicated  great  part  of  their  time, 
whilst  at  Lynden,  to  philosophical  pursuits  and  observations. 
Mr.  Whiston,  in  the  Phil.  Trans.  Vol.  III.  gives  an  extraordinary 
account  of  two  mock  suns,  and  a  curious  halo,  seen  here  in 
1721 ;  and  in  the  XLVIIth  volume  of  the  same  work,  there  is  an 
account  of  an  extraordinary  phenomenon  seen  here  on  the  Idth  of 
September  1749,  which  resembled  a  water -spout,  commnnicaied  by 
Mr.  Barker.  It  passed  over  Seatan  field,  crossed  GlaUtim  and 
Morcot,  towards  PUicfn^s  town  end ;  split  an  oak  tree,  sixteen  inchea 
In  diameter;  and  passed  off  between  EdUkwestam  and  HambUdom. 
Another  mineralogical  phenomenon,  or  rather  discovery,  took 
place  here  in  1730,  when,  in  digging  a  trenth  for  the  laying  of  a 
drain,  a  great  number  of  pieces  of  Taie  were  dug  up  in  a  stiff  blue 
clay;  and  we  understand,  that  talc  has  also  been  found  in  various 
other  parts  of  the  county. 

The  church,  which  is  a  small  Gothic  edifice  with  a  neat  tower, 
standa  al  the  back  of  the  hall,  and  in  its  simple  burying-grouad 

Ues 


196  KirrLAHD8HIRB« 

Kes  tbe  celebrated  Philosopher,  covered  wMi  an  hnnbk  mJ, 
bat  with  an  head-stone  inserted  in  tiie  wall,  on  whidi  is  in-^ 
scribed 


"  Here  Iieth  the  body  of 

The  Rev.  William  Whiston,  M.  A. 

He  was  born  Dec.  9ih  1667, 

and  died  Aug.  22, 1753, 

In  the  85th  year  of  his  age. 

His  writuigs  shew 

I  His  anwearied  study. 

And  extensive  knowledge 

in  various  parts  of  Literature ; 

His  sufferings  for  conscience  sake 

'  prove  his  sincerity. 

After  a  life  spent 

In  piety  towards  God, 

And  benevolence  and  charity 

towards  man. 

He  rests  in  hope 

through  the  merits  of  Christ 

Of  a  joyful  and  biased  resurrection, 

to  eternal  life.** 

Though  he  was  not  a  native  of  this  county,  but  of  Leicester- 
shire, we  cannot  omit  the  following  anecdote  of  him,  in  this 
place.  In  the  year  1725,  he  was  accustomed  to  attend  Qocen 
Caroline,  along  with  other  learned  men,  one  evenin§^  in  eveiy 
week,  to  talk  of  the  progress  of  science.  The  qneen  paying 
him  a  compliment  on  his  candour  and  sincerity,  requested  him 
to  tell  her  of  her  faults ;  and  after  some  time  he  mantioiied  her 
irreverend  behaviour  at  chapel,  as  having  made  an  nn&voQiable 
impression  on  the  minds  of  strangers.  The  qneea  said  nothing; 
but  about  six  weeks  afterwards  again  recpiesled  him  to  reeooat 
her  faults.    ''  Madam,"  said  he, "  I  haTe  laid  it  down  as  a  maJm 

never 
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rt»Tfeafhjp^noii«faorelbanoaefaiiUat  atime^  aiidii»' 
¥er  to  mention  a  second,  tmtil  the  first  U  mended.*'  * 

Hamblbboii  elands  upon  a  bill,  Mirth  of  Lynden.  It  ia  aome-' 
ikmm  apeBcd  HaMbledoi,  and  Hamilton,  but  anciently  '  HameU 
dune/  perhaps  meaning  the  hamlet  an  the  hill.  In  Saxon  tinnea 
Jft  was  the  frtpsiiy  of  Queen  Editha,  wife  of  Edwaid  the  Con* 
fitmr,  and  at  tin  Normsn  Sorvey  waa  principally  in  the  banda  of 
Ike  Coaqna-ar  hinself,  when  it  was  certainly  of  roueh  more  cou" 
aeqoeiice  ibaa  ai  pteaent;  hr  here  were  then  no  lew  tfanii  throe 
chupcbea  an4  three  pcients,  who  bad  one  boTate  and  eight  acrea 
•f  land.  Tbe  inhidiitaata  coaaisted  of  one  bnadred  and  forty  f  ii<- 
lekia^  and  tfaiitaen  boadaaii,  aad  the  whole  property,  iacloding  a 
mill»  and  a  wood  three  miles  in  length,  end  one  in  breadth,  waa 
valoed  aft  tthfAmo  ponnda. 

When  this  manor  was  the  prop^iy  of  BartbokNBew,  Lord  Bad** 
lemaere^  in  the  reign  of  Edward  II.  that  nobleman  procsred  a  royal 
wanaai  lor  a  wei^ly  Monday  maricet,  and  for  an  anaual  fnir  ov 
the  eVe,  day,  and  morrow,  of  St.  Bartholomew,  thea  the  I4tk  of 
Angait ;  but  tbooe  have  kmg  been  discontinued. 

The  maaor.  afterwards  went  through  varioua  haods,  uotil  it 
came  into  poaacMJon  of  the  Duke  of  Buckingham,  who  sold  it  to 
the  Harringtons,  and  it  is  now  the  property  of  the  Earl  of  Win^ 
Chelsea. 

Here  is  an  oU  Hatl,  m  the  Elizabethan  style,  but  occupied  oa 
a  faroi-bouse.  In  an  upper  i^artmtnt  there  are  atill  preserved 
several  suits  of  plate  armour. 

Mamton  liea  close  to  the  road  from  Oakham  to  Uppingham. 
It  is  not  described  in  the  Norman  Survey,  but  Tanner  in  hia 
Monaaticon  says,  that  the  roaiioia  of  Manton  ajid  Tixover  be^ 
longed  to  the  Abbey  of  Clugoy  in  Burgundy,  which  might  pro- 
babl]  have  a  cell  at  one  of  these  places.  It  iqipean,  however,  that 
the  Ologoy  monka  had  only  one  part  of  the  manor  in  the  reigu  of 

Edward 

*  A  nephew  sf  tbu  gentleman,  son  of  his  brother  DBniel,  the  Rev.  ThooiM 
Whitton,  died  in  1795,  nt  the  ndvaneed  nge  of  95w  He  was  minister  o( 
Bamtey,  in  Huntingdooabire. 
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Sdwwd  If.  the  other  part  then  helMgiag  to  Guy  de  Bwchonf^ 
Earl  of  Warwick. 

Here  was  an  ancient  Chauniry,  of  which  there  are  still  aome 
lemains  incorporated  in  the  old  manor  honse,  cf  hall^  which  ateadft 
in  the  vilhige. 

The  village  itself  is  bnt  moderate  sized,  thoi^  fmj  ancieot^ 
and  the  chnich  is  very  small,  with  a  peaked  turret  for  two. bells; 
yet  it  is  said  that  this  was  a  collegiate  church  in  the  leigs  of  EA- 
ward  IIL  It  must  have  been  on  Ji  very  small  scale,  however,  Ibr 
the  only  farther  notice  we  can  find  of  its  endowment,  (which  by 
the  bye  has  slipped  the  notice  of  earlier  county  historians)  is  in 
the  Ca/«nilarnnK  InquistiiomuM  ad  quod  Dmmmm,  tafcoi  in  the 
leign  of  Bdward  III.  which  says, 

"  Willielmus  Wade  dedit  dnobus  Capellanis  quasdam  terran 
nessueag'  et  umim  molend'  in  Manton.'' 

This  Collegiate  foundation  therefore,  seems  to  have  beoi  no- 
thing more  than  having  two  chaptains  established  on  this  soaU 
property,  nnless  we  can  suppose  tiie  collegiate  church  establish- 
ment,  and  the  Chaanirf,  to  be  one  and  the  same  thing;  for  the 
latter  was  founded  for  the  maintenance  of  one  master,  or  governor, 
and  two  atipendiary  brethren  to  celebrate  divine  service  here/bf 
ever. 

It  appears  that  they  had  lands  and  tenements  in  PikeweU,  in 
Leicestershire,  of  the  yearly  value  of  61. 16s.  besides  other  spi- 
ritual and  temporal  property  in  Rutlandshire,  Uie  whole  of  whiA 
was  valued  at  the  suppression  at  291.  out  of  whieh  they  had  to 
pay  several  sums  of  thirty-siit  shilliugs  for  rent,  ten  shillingn 
and  fivepence  for  Procurations  and  Synodab,  three  and  foww 
pence  for  pensions,  and  thirty  shiUings  and  fivepence  for  alms  to 
the  poor. 

At  the  dissolution  the  PliOe  was  only  seven  ounces:  bn^  the 
ornaments,  household  stnfis,  goods,  and  chattels,  were  valued  nt 
271.  3b.  4d. ;  all  of  which  was  seised  on  by  the  legal  plunderem  ; 
and  though  the  number  of  communicants  (or  houseling  people) 
then  in  the  parish  amounted  to  one  hundred   yet  it  appeared  that 
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Sir  William  Smith,  one  of  the  hretfaron  of  ibo  chauntryy  did  the 
dttty  of  the  enre  for  31. 6s.  8d«  and  his  diet. 

Mautinsthorpe,  (vulgarly  called  "  Mastrep/')  lies  on  the 
vest  side  of  the  Oakham  road.  U  had  fonaeriy  a  seat  of  the 
Earis  of  Denbigh^  who  afterwards  spld  it  to  the  Devonshire  &- 
nily.  It  was  a  handsome  edifice  of  two  siiories  and  a  basement, 
with  a  light  portico  and  heltlements,  and  twelve  windows  in  a 
line  in  front:  bat  was  pnUed  down  in  17dd«  except  the  chapel, 
which  had  a  roof  s^  over  il;  and  the  stables  were  tamed  into  e 
lennat's  house. 

It  is  now  completely  a  scene  of  desolation,  not  haying  a 
tree,  or  otbtf  vestige  of  aneient  baUtancy,  except  the  remains 
of  the  staUes,  now  inbabiled  by  a  abepherdjanid  his  family.  The 
chapel  has  neither  spire  mxr  tsnret;  ila  windows  are  gone,  and  it 
aeesMi  totally  deserted;  aad^  m  we  iinderiBtand,fa|s merely  as^rmeo 
preached  in  it  on  particeW  aecaaions,  n,  order  to  secure  the  poa- 
sesaioo,  the  living  in  all  other  reepeots  being  a  mere  sinecure. 
The  chnrch-yard  wall  is  in  ruins ;  but  there  are  soa«  moonds  of 
earth  and  rubbish  which  seem  to  point  ool  the  site  of  the  ancient 
abode  of  mirth  and  hospitality » 

RiBUNOTOV  is  a  small  village  within  the  limits  of  Leafield 
Forest,  very  pleasantly  situated  in  the  midst  of  rich  scenery  of 
woodlands  and  cultivated  inelosares.  It  contains  only  fifty 
bouses,  and  178  inhabitants ;  but  the  whole  seem  oomfoitable  and 
mduatrious. 

In  the  Saxon  times,  then  called  ''  Ridlictnne/'  it  was  part  of 
the  property  of  Queen  £ditha»  who  thetv  held  fear  carocates  of 
land.  But  at  the  Norman  Survey  it  was  estimated,  in  the  whole, 
at  sixteen  ciirucates,  of  which  the  king  himself  held  four  earn* 
cates  in  demesne,  with  an  hundred  and  seven  villeins,  t«enty-six 
bordarii,  fmd  two  socmen;  so  that  its  population  (of  163  men,  in- 
dependent of  women  and  children,  besides  servants)  was  consider** 
ably  greater  than  at  the  present  day.  This  is  also  evident  from 
its  having  had  at  that  time  two  priests  and  three  churches ;  here 
also  there  were  two  seats,  or  places  for  mills,  forty  acres  of  men* 
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dow,  and  a  wood  which  was  three  miles  in  kngtbj  and  eight  hr-' 
longs  in  breadth;  the  whole  roanor^  in  the  Saxon  times,  baring 
been  valued  at  forty  pounds. 

In  the  rei^tt  of  Edward  II.  the  manor  was  jointly  held  by  tw« 
Lords,  Robert  de  Hoyland,  and  John  de  Wynill ;  but  hi  the  feign 
of  James  I.  we  find  it  had  passed  Unroagh  several  hands  to  the 
Harringtons,  from  whom  it  came  to  the  Noels. 

Its  church  is  antique,  and  contaiiiB  a  monumental  record  of 
tlie  sixteenth  century  for  Sir  James  Hairingtoo,  Knt.  and  for  his 
wife  Frances,  by  whom  he  bad  a  family  of  nine  sons  and  seven 
daughters. 

Sooth-east  of  this,  towards  Uppingham,  is  the  village  of 
Ayston,  which  contains  only  twenty*two  houses,  and  ninety-two 
inhabitants ;  but  it  has  a  neat  Gothic  church,  with  a  low  tower, 
%hich  is  kept  in  very  good  order,  and  has  a  very  fine  window  of 
modem  coloured  glass,  with  the  crucifix  in  the  centre,  and  scrip* 
foral  devices  in  the  other  parts.  There  are  still  some  old  monn* 
toental  remains  in  the  church-yard,  particularly  two  figures  very 
much  defaced ;  they-  are  both  carved  in  stone,  and  evidently  c«t 
out  of  one  stone ;  one  is  in  armour,  the  other  has  a  cross  on  the 
breast;  but  for  whoilii  they  may  have  been  intended  is  now  «n« 
known. 

Here  is  a  handsome  seat  of  drcorge  Pludger,  Esq.  lately  re- 
edified,  of  handsome  elevation,  and  faeed  with  white  stone. 

This  manor  is  not  described  in  tbe  Norman  Survey,  being 
at  thAt  period,  as  supposed,  a  hamlet  of  Ridlington.  In  the  reigu 
of  Edward  I.  it  was  called  "  Astoneston,"  and  was  then  given 
by  Sir  William  Mnrdoc,  Knt.  to  his  son  Hugh,  who  having  died 
without  leaving  issue  soon  after,  the  lands  fell  to  his  sister,  Alice, 
wife  of  Thomas  de  Boy  ville. 

With  her  heirs  the  manor  remained  until  the  reign  of  Ed* 
ward  IV.  when  it  was  again  carried  away  by  a  coheiress  to 
Thomas  Restwold,  husband  of  Margaret,  one  of  the  three  dangh* 
ters  of  the  last  John  de  Boyville.  FVom  him  it  came  to  the 
Brudenells,  and  has  followed  the  line  of  descent  of  their  estates. 

Presto  9 
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PuBflTON  is  an  aocie&t  Tillftge,  about  one  milft  from  Uppiog- 
iam.  In  it  is  a  very  antique  fatm-liouse,  once  the  manorJiouse, 
built  in  a  most  venerable  style  of  architecture ;  and  there  is  also 
a  good  house,  close  to  the  high  road,  the  property  of  the  present 
incombeut 

The  Church  is  very  ancient,  has  some  Saxon  arches  in  the  in* 
terior,  and  is  adorned  with  some  very  handsome  monumental  ta« 
blets  and  atchievements. 

There  is  no  mention  of  this  manor  in  the  Norman  Survey ; 
but  in  the  reign  of  Edward  IV.  it  was  the  property  of  the  gal- 
lant high-spirited  Earl  of  Warwick,  Richard  Neville;  with  the 
story  of  whose  unfortunate  widow  Anne,  daughter  of  Richard 
Beauchamp,  Earl  of  Warwick,  this  manor  is  modi  connected,  she 
having  brought  this,  and  many  others,  into  the  Neville  family. 
When  Neville  fell  ia  the  fatal  action  at  Barnet,  his  former  friend, 
but  then  bitter  enemy,  seized  upon  all  his  estates,  but  settled 
them  upon  his  two  daughters,  Isabel  and  Anne,  whom  he  married 
\p  his  two  younger  brothers,  the  Dukes  of  Clarence  and  Glonoes* 
ter,  the  latter  of  whom  was  afterwards  Richard  Hi.  It  has  been 
tiupposed  that  the  Dowager  Countess  was  suspected  by  Edward 
of  being  not  only  privy  to,  but  a  warm  encourager  of,  her  hns* 
band's  designs ;  in  consequence  of  which  she  was  totally  neglected 
in  the  partition  of  the  estates,  and  had  not  even  the  sowUest 
part  of  her  own  lands  allotted  to  her  for  mere  subsistence,  so 
that  she  was  actually  left  destitate»  and  was  obliged  to  seek 
refuge,  and>to  take  sanctuary,  in  Beanlieu  Abbey  in  Hampshire. 
Even  there,  it  is  said,  she  was  not  personally  safe,  but  was  soon 
after  obliged  to  conceal  herself  in  the  North  of  England  dni^ 
ing  great  part  of  Edward's  reign,  and  the  whole  of  that  of  Richard, 
On  the  accession  of  Henry  VII.  however,  tliat  monarch,  con- 
vinced  of  her  steady  attachment  to  the  Lancastrian  cause,  and 
feeling  the  injustice  to  which  she  had  so  long  been  subject,  im- 
mediately restored  to  her  all  her  estates,  her  daughters  being 
both  dead  without  issue,  and  had  the  Act  of  Parliament  annulkd 
which  had  deprived  her  of  her  property.   Such  was  her  gratitude 

K9  that 
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that  Bh«  twmieilittely  settled  tfaem  in  reremaa  upon  Henry  and 
his  bcira  male,  which  brooirlit  them  to  the  Crown ;  but  in  the 
reign  of  Edward  VI.  this  manor  and  seTeral  other*  were  alienated 
to  different  persons. 

The  botanical  tourist  may  find  here  in  the  hedges,  the  lAnaria 
miorata,  or  sweet  smelliDg  toad  flax,  and  at  the  bases  of  the  hills 
the  Mentha  arvevsis,  or  Spitj  Water  Mint. 

Uppingham 

is  the  second  town  of  the  county,  but  in  sobm  repects  superior  to 
Oakham,  its  houses  being  in  gener^  extremely  well  built,  its 
streets  well  pared,  and  very  clean,  and  a  great  air  of  business 
being  visible  on  all  sides.  It  is  principally  built  to  form  a  sqnare. 
In  which  the  church  stands  on  the  south  side,  and  it  has  also  one 
long  street  leading  to  the  west  end ;  but  a  visitor  may  walk  round 
the  principal  part  of  it  without  seeing  theyVonf  of  a  house,  an  ar« 
rangemetLt  which  gives  the  interior  of  the  square  an  air  of  great 


Leiand,  who  visited  it  In  the  time  of  Henry  7111.  says  "  it  b  a 
nmrket-town.  Is  but  one  meane  streete,  and  hath  but  a  yery 
mdane  church;''  and  Camden,  and  his  continuator,  do  not  speak 
of  it  in  much  higher  terms.  The  former  says  that  it  derives  its 
name  from  its  situation  upon  a  hill;  but  Gibson  denies  this,  say* 
ing,  that  although  the  ground  on  which  it  stands  be  something 
above  a  level,  yet  it  will  hardly  amount  to  a  hill.  The  Editors 
of  the ''  Magna  Britannia''  then  conclude,  that  its  being  on  an 
ascent,  of  any  kind,  will  justify  Camden's  expression  of  locus 
acdhis ;  but  if  all  these  grave  continuators  and  commentaton 
had  taken  the  troable  of  looking  at  the  place  about  which  they 
were  disputing,  they  would  have  found  that  tiie  name  of  Up- 
pingkam,  or  the  "  high  town,"  applies  well  to  this  place  in  con- 
tradistinction to  Oakham,  which  lies  comparatively  low ;  for  the 
^h  road  rises  with  a  gradual  ascent  from  the  latter  until  it 
reaches  Montan,  which  is  supposed  to  be  the  highest  ground  in 

the 
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tbe  eQOiily»  and  .thence  eontinnefl,  nearly  on  a  level,  on  to  Up^ 
pingham,  from  whence  there  is  a  rapid  deeoenl  towards  that  val- 
ley which  separates  this  coaatry  from  Leicester  and  Northampton- 
shires. 

The  last  continuator  of  Camden,  (Mr.  Gongh,)  observes,  that 
Uppingham  is  principally,  hot  not  only,  one  street,  which,  thoagb 
it  cannot  be  called  an  elegant  one,  is  not  despicaUe.  The  chnrch, 
he  adds,  is  a  decent  building,  though  not  nicely  fitted  op. 

We  shall  not  accuse  others  of  an  nnwillbgness  to  give  praise, 
even  due  praise,  to  Uppingham^  bat  shall  proceed  to  notice, 
that  although  It  is  not  a  place  of  very  high  antiquity,  not 
being  recorded  in  the  Norman  Survey,  yet  it  has  in  later  times 
been  of  some  consequence,  having  at  least  given  birth  to  one 
Proverb,  which  b  something  about  an  "  Uppingham  Trencher.'' 
CrTOse,  in  his  "  Provincial  Glossary,''  says  tins  town  was  proba« 
biy  famous  for  the  art  of  Trencher^making,  and  that  here  by  a  sta« 
tuto  of  Henry  VIII.  the  standard  was  appointed  to  be  k^t  for  the 
weights  and  measures  of  the  county,  which  might  induce  tuniera 
and  other  makers  of  measures  to  settle  here.  There  is  some  in«^ 
genuity  in  this  conjecture,  but  an  error  in  its  chronology  ;  for  the 
regulation  respecting  weights  and  measures  is  something  of  an 
older  date,  as  Leland,  copying  from  an  old  roU,  says,  "  Anno  11, 
Henry  VII.  The  Towne  of  Uppingham  is  to  have  custody  of 
weigttes  and  measures,. for  RoytL  shire." 

The  Ckurck,  if  not  a  very  elegant  structure,  is  yet  in  the 
ancient  Gothic  style,  with  a  lofty  spire,  sunronnded  by  a  very 
neat  and  clean  church-yard,  from  the  southern  free  of  which 
there  is  a  very  extensive  prospect.  It  also  contains  some  very 
handsome  monumental  memorials,  particularly  one  in  honoinr  of 
Everard  Fawfcener,  Esq.  of  the  date  of  16d8.  H^  had  been 
High  Sheriff  of  the  county,  died  at  the  venerable  age  of  seventy* 
five,  and  appears  to  have  been  a  highly  estimable  character,  if 
any  csedit  is  to  be  given  to  some  curious  Latiu  verses  on  hio 
tomb.  These  describe  him  as  descended  from  virtuous  parents^ 
aa  a  lover  of  goodness  and  piety,  as  joining  together  the  two 

K  3  pro- 
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professions  of  lavyer  and  soldier,  and  being  excellent  in  each; 
they  also  record  that  he  was  a  greal  benefactor  to  the  town,  faar- 
tng  paved  the  streets  at  his  own  expentse ;  he  was  charitable  to 
the  poor;  and,  much  to  his  credit,  an  encourager  of  poor  yonng 
men,  whose  genius  required  and  deserved  the  fostering  hand  of 
patronage. 

The  living  is  a  rectory,  and,  before  the  Dissolution,  was  in 
the  gift  of  the  Abbot  of  Westminster ;  but  Edward  VI.  granted 
it  to  Dr.  Nicholas  Ridley,  then  Bishop  of  London,  and  to  his 
anecessors.    We  find  it  recorded,  amongst  other  incumbents,  that 
the  learned  and  most   excellent  divine.   Dr.  Jeremiah  Taylor, 
whose  piety  and  valuable  literary  works  will  cany  his  naxue  to 
latetst  posterity,  was  rector  of  the  parish  at  the  commencement  of 
the  unhappy  civil  wars,  having  been  chaplain  to  Archbishop 
Laud  who  procured  for  him  the  living,  but  from  which  he  was 
soon  afterwards  sequestered,  being  marked  as  a  champion  both 
for  the  Royal  cause,  and  for  the  church.     King  Charles  then 
appointed  him  his  chaplain,  and  he  accompanied  his  Royal  mas* 
ter  through  much  of  the  subsequent  warfare ;  but  when  Charles's 
eanse  began  to  droop,  and  he  himself  was  a  prisoner,  the  faith- 
ful follower  was  obliged  to  secrete  himself  in  Wales,  and  to  keep 
a  school  there  for  the  support  of  himself  and  family.    The  Earl 
of  Carbory,  having  discovered  him,  became  his  patron,  and  he 
soon  after  ventured  to  the  metropolis ;  but  the  machination?  of  his 
enemies  put  him  in  such  danger,  that  he  found  himself  under  the 
necessity  of  retiring  to  Ireland,  when  the  Lord  Conway  gave  him 
an  appointment  at  Portmore,  on  the  banks  of  Lough  Neagh,  where 
he  remained  until  the  Restoration,  and  was  then  promoted  to  the 
Bishopric  of  Do^n  and  Connor. 

At  one  end  of  the  church-yard  is  the  Freeschool,  founded  on  n 
very  extensive  plan,  for  general  education,  and  even  for  the  prepar- 
ing of  youth  for  the  Universities.  This  was  built  about  the  year 
1684,  by  the  Rev.  Robert  Johnson,  Archdeacon  of  Leicester,  and 
Rector  of  Luflfenhan,  in  this  neighbourhood,  who  was  also  the 
fbonder  of  that  at  Oakham.  The  expenses  of  the  erection  were 
t  paid 
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l^d  partly  from  his  own  puree,  from  benefacUonfi,  and  from  the 
produce  of  concealed  cbarch  lands  which  he  begged  from  Queen 
Eliz^th. 

This  school  boasts  of  being  the  place  of  education  of  Henry 
Feme,  D.  D.  the  eighth  son  of  Sir  John  Feme,  Knt.  He  was 
distingaished  much  as  a  preacher  in  the  cause  of  Charles  I.  and 
]»  well  known  as  the  author  «f  many  tracts,  both  in  politics,  and 
in  fiiTour  of  Protestants  against  Popery  *. 

The  edifice  itself  is  plain  and  neat,  and  has  over  the  door,  in 
llebrew,  Greek,  and  Latin,  the  well  known  scriptural  adage  of 
/'  Remember  thy  Creator  in  the  days  of  thy  youth/' 

Here  is  also  an  Hospital  built  at  the  same  time,  and  out  of 
the  same  funds  as  the  freeschool,  by  the  benevolent  archdeacon. 
It  is  for  the  maintenance  of  thirteen  poor  men,  and  one  woman ; 
six  of  which  number  are  to  be  natives,  or  inhabitants  of  the  town. 
Their  stipend^is  three  pounds  a  piece  per  annum.  The  endow- 
ments are  out  of  the  concealed  lands ;  and  both  this,  and  the  hos- 
pital at  Oakham,  are  under  the  same  direction  and  majiagement. 

lliece  is  here  a  weekly  Market  on  Wednesday,  which  is  as  old 
as  the  ninth  year  of  Edward  I.  (1280)  that  monarch  having 
£^nted  and  conferred  to  Peter  de  Montfoit,  then  lord  of  the  ma- 
nor, and  his  heirs  for  ever,  that  they  should  have  one  market' at 
their  manor  of  Uppingham,  and  also  one  fair  yearly  for  three 
Jays,  on  the  eve,  day,  and  morrow,  of  the  Blessed  Virgin  St. 
Uargaret,  then  falling  on  the  20th  of  July,  but  with  the  proviso 
that  it  should  not  be  to  the  detriment  .of  any  fair  of  older  date  in 
the  vicinity. 

At  present  there  are  two  Fairs  in  the  year ;  on  tiie  7th  of 
Bfarch,  and  7th  of  July,  for  horses,  cattle,  sheep,  coarse  linen, 
liomespun  cloth,  &,c. 

The  resident  Po/m/a<io»«  of  this  town  in  1801,  were  1393,  occn* 
pying  277  houses,  of  whom  674  were  males,  and  719  females ; 
981  being  employed  in  trade  and  mauu&ctures. 

K4  In 
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In  1803.  theMd  Jbrttff  wen  9891. 17i.  2<L  (thii«li  in  1790^ 
lliey  bad  only  been  2611.  19b.  2d.)  at  6s.  9d  ia  Um  pouad. 

The  out  expenditure  on  the  Poor  was  3721.  4s.  Sid. ;  sad  the 
expenditure  in  the  work-house  smo— ted  to  3761.  la.  The  law« 
expenses  were  ML  18s.  6d.;  and  2211.  7s.  19d.  weM  axpsadsd 
&r  the  repair  of  the  chnreb,  loads^  Ice. 

it  appears  that  no  money  had  beca  laid  out  in  that  year  fat  ibm 
purchase  of  materials  for  indastry  in  the  wetk-hoase^  and  yet  ibm 
earnings  wei'e  valued  at  62L 

The  aambers  relieved  were  24  oat,  37  ia,  Wsides  30childi«s; 
and  it  appears  that  there  were  three  Frimdfy  Soektm^  eoBtaaa- 
iag  130  BMmbenK 

In  short,  we  may  say  that  the  general  appearanee  of  the  Idwb 
is  mnch  in  its  favoar.  There  is  a  great  appearaaoe  of  osadbrt,  and 
even  opulence,  in  many  of  the  bosses,  and  the  pec^leseem  gay  aaA 
active:  here  too  are  annual  Races,  a  short  distan<j^  south  of  Ifca 
town,  at  a  place  called  the  Bnmd, 

The  botaaist  amy  find  amusement  in  the  low  meadows  nearthui 
town,  where  he  will  pick  up  the  C^nMOfthu,  or  male  Satyrioa  ; 
ulso  the  Urtiea  pileatifera,  or  Roman  nettle,  which  growa  pleati- 
fttUy  in  the  shady  ditches. 

With  reelect  to  the  History  of  Uppingham,  we  have  akaadj 
mentioned  that  it  is  not  recorded  in  Domesday-book,  nor  is  thera 
any  particulm*  notice  of  it  unlH  the  dOthyear  of  Henry  III.  (126^) 
when  Peter  de  Montfort^  one  of  the  rebelUoas  baroas  alaia  at  tha 
battle  of  Evesham^  gave  it  to  William  de  Monlfoii,  his  second  soa. 
This  William  dying  without  issue,  this  manor  returned  to  Peter 
his  elder  brother,  whose  gmndson  Guy  de  Montfort  having  aur* 
ried  one  of  the  daughters  of  Thomas  Beauchamp,  Earl  of  Warwick^ 
in  the  reign  of  Edward  III.  it  with  the  rest  of  the  Hootfert  eoMe 
was  settled  in-tail'  upon  the  s»d  Guy,  aad  the  reamiader  to  the 
Earl  of  Warwick  and  his  heirs. 

This  statement  we  find  corroboraled  by  aeveral  bistoriaits ;  yet 
it  is  a  curious  fact,  in  the  Manorial  History  of  this  plae^  that 

it 


il  actatlly  nw  the  pMperty  of  the  BencknipB  at  an  earliflr  pe« 
riod  tbBB  ii  reoorded  by  tlM  ooanty  hiatorkuM;  for  on  an  ezaMu* 
■ataon  of  the  "  Calandarion  laqniiiiiomini  Poat  Morteoi/^  YoL  L 
p.  276,  ii  appeara,  that  in  the  tima  of  Edward  IL  tiiia  raanor^ 
with  almoat  the  wh^  of  the  eontiiern  part  of  the  wmaAj,  be* 
iMged  in  one  fee  to  Gay  do  Beanchany,  Earl  of  Warwiek. 

The  eooiity  faiiloriaiu  proeeed  to  record  that  Gay  do  Moatfert 
died  eooD  after  the  38d  of  Edward  III.  without  heirs;  whereupoft 
this  manor,  and  bis  other  eatalea,  came  to  the  Beanchampa,  after 
ibe  death  of  hia  lather.  Sir  Peter  de  Mentfart,  who  bad  sonriTed 
btm.  The  Earl  of  Warwidi  then  aetftled  the  reyersion  of  ihta  manor 
en  hia  eldeat  eon,  Thomas,  who  inherited  and  enjoyed  it  iw  a  eon* 
aiderable  time.  He  ia  well  known  in  baronial  bisiory  as  a  noUe* 
BMUi  of  great  eminence,  both  aa  a  aoidier  and  a  atatesman^  in  that 
and  the  following  reigns ;  bat  at  length  he  happened  to  MX  nnder 
the  aospicion  and  diqileaaore  of  Riehaid  II.  by  whoae  older  ha 
was  arrested  at  a  feast  to  which  he  had  been  innted ;  and  being 
•ocaaed  and  fennd  goilty  of  treaaoa,  his  eatatea  were  ferfeited» 
and  himself  banished  for  life ;  when  this  manor  was  granted  to 
Thomas  Mowbray,  Earl  of  Nottingham  and  Dake  of  Norfolk, 
then  a  great  fevouhte  of  the  monarch^,  and  the  same  as  is  intrOi- 
dneed  by  Shakeapeare  in  his  tragedy  of  Richard  II.  in  alloaioa 
to  his  quarrel  with  BoKngbcoke ;  irflar  which,  and  in  the  very 
name  year  in  which  he  had  obtained  poaseBaion  of  this  msmor,  ha 
«aa  ako  baasshed  fer  life,  and  died  at  Venice. 

Aiker  hia  deatii  this  manor,  along  with  tiie  otter  lands,  tvaa 
ffeatoredtothe  troe  heir,  Anne,  daagbtor  of  Richard  Beeuchamp, 
fiarl  of  Warwick,  and  wife  of  the  gallant  Nevill,  Etrl  of  War- 
wick«  called  the  ''  Kingmaker"  from  his  changing  sidea  in  the 
wars  of  York  and  Lancaster,  when  netory  generally  foUowed 
bis  arms>  and  placed  that  claimant  on  the  throne  whose  oaose  he 
had  espeosed. 

The  distresses  of  diia  lady,  after  her  hasbaad's  death,  we  have 
•bready  noticed ;  it  ia  only,  therefore,  neeeasary  to  mention,  that 
vhea  thia  and  the  other  aianora  came  to  the  Crown,  Edward  VI  ^ 

granted 
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gnmtod  Upj^ingrlmiii  to  \m  wster^  EUzaMb^  aftenmrAi  foeen^ 
bat  she,  after  coming  to  the  crown,  gave. it  lo  the  Cecil  fiunily, 
ficun>  whom  it  was  caitieiL  to  the  Greya,  Eaik  of  Stamford,  a&  m 
manrii^e  portion ;  and  ft-om  them  it  went  to  the  Fawkeners,  &€. 
-  B^fVMONT  dues  iv  41  portion  of  the  hundred  which  lies  t» 
the  southward  of  Uppingh^.  it  consists  of  605  acres,  has  been 
lately  inclosed,  and  allotted  to  the  parishes  of  Uppingham,  Lyd- 
dingten,  and  Wantt^,  the  two  latter  of  which  ore  in  di&renft 
ImadredB.  This  ia  a  very  romantic  part  of  the  oonnty,  being 
high,  ground,  ibut  nineh  ^versified  with  hill  and  dale.  From  the 
highest  part  of  the  ehaoe  the  view  is  delightful ;  below  it  is  the 
vaUey  iu  which  runs  the  riyer  Eye,  separating  it  from  Leicester* 
shire,,  beantifttlly  taited  with  planting,  and  interspersed  with 
woods,  at  intenrab.  Some  parts  of  the  cbace  are  ancient  indo- 
aiire,  and  the  scenes  there  are  peculiarly  interesting :  the  liews 
10^  Leicestershire,  too,  are  very  fine;  that  part  of  it  within 
sight  being  now  all  inclosed,  with  many  hedge-rows,  much  plant- 
ing, and  an  extended  scene  of  populaUon,  opulence,  and  com- 

.  WiNO,  or  fVenge,  is  a  pretty  extensive  village,  about  three 
miles  north-«ast  horn  Uppingham;  and  though  not  mentioned  in 
Domesday-book,  is  known  to  have  been  the  manorial  estate  of 
the  family  of  MoniliNt,  whose  ancestor,  Hugh  de  Honlfort,  m^ 
eompamed  the  Nermaa  €oiiqneiw,  and  appears  lo  have  been  % 
man  of  great  eminence  and  coosideailion  in  the  admiaistialion  of 
(pttblie  affairs  at  that,  time,  having  been  appointed  a  coadjutor 
.with  William  Fiti-Oabeme,  and  Odo,  Bishop  of  Bayeux,  for  the 
distribution  and  execution  of  pabtic  justice  throughout  all  £a9> 
land* 

He  lost  his  life  in  a  single  combat  with  Wakhcdin  de  Ferrary 
but  bin  posterity  enjoyed  Uus  manor;  and  his  grandson,  Robert 
de  Moutfort,  in  the  reign  of  Henry  II.  was  persuaded  by  the 
monks  of  Thorney  Abbey  in.  Cambridgeshire,  to  give  them  a 
moiety,  of  the  church  in  this  parish.  He  was  succeeded  by  hifi 
brother,  Thurston,  who,  not  being  so  priest-ridden,  withheld  hia 

brother's 


xoTCAiiiiram.  IW 

bwdier'B  gnBit>  wd  aetnaUy  dispotsesfled  tliaie  hxf  gentoy  of 
llienr  sliare  of  the  cfaurcb.  To  a  demand  of  rostitution  he  gave  a 
fiat'deaial,  aad  not  oa)y  reftiged  to  pay  the  abbot  a  aain  of  money 
-  said  to  have  been  dae  by  bia  brother^  but  also  to  pay  the  legacy 
vbkh  he  had  beqaeathed  to  that  abbey.  A  complatat  was  made 
to  King  Stephen^  who,  finding  bhn  both  powerful  and  obstinate^ 
was  at  length  obliged  to  cMnniBsion  the  Earl  of  Warwiek  and 
the  Bishop  of  Lincoln  to  force  him  to  a  ivompliance  with  his  order: 
On  this  he  submitted,  and  granted  a  new  and  special  charter, 
conferring  nponthe  monks  of  Thoney  a  moiety  of  thecbarcli 
and  mill,  out  of  which  he  excepted  the  fees  of  Tborstaa,  bin 
Esquire,  and  Ralph  Pitz-Nigel,  and-to  this  be  added  half  of  the 
town  itself,  for  which  these  holy  men  gave  him  a  mark  of  gold, 
and  became  sureties  for  the  health  of  his  own  soul,  *'  as  also  of  the 
sonls  of  his  wife,  sons,  brother,  and  all  his  ancestors." 

Haying  once  got  their  fingers  into  this  manor,  the  monks  eoiM 
not  be  easy  until,  *'  for  the  honour  of  God,''  they  laid  both  bands 
upon  the  whole  of  it ;  for  we  find,  that  soon  after,  they  got  thvee 
bovates  of  land  from  Ralph  Fitz-Nigel,  and  one  yardland  fiwm 
Hugh  Grantmeisnel :  and  shortly  afterwards  John  de  StuteviHe, 
who  appears  to  have  been  in  possession  of  the  other  half  of  the 
town  ol  Wenge,  gate  it  (in  like  manner  as  De  Montlbrt  had  gifvn 
it,)  *'  to  God  and  the  church  of  Thomey/'  with  all  tlie  appnr^ 
tenaaces  lawfidly  belonging  to  Ibe  same,  with  the  whole  ahnidi 
there,  to  be  held  in  free  alms,  for  the  health  of  his  own,  wife's^ 
bretbren,  aneestsrs';  and  socoessor's,  souts,  and  of  di  the  IbilMnl 
•crranta  of  God  departed,  and  for  the  tetemtty.  of  the  piaee  i 
This  was  such  an  excellent  basgain  on  both  sides,  that  ibenioafca 
were  ahxioos^  to  have  it  made  fast  and  sere ;  accordingly  we  find 
tluKttbe  grant  and  confirmation  were  signed  and  sealed  in  lldl, 
when  Gidebert  was  abbot;  and  also  that  all  tiaese  gills  and  lands, 
both  here  and  daewhere,  at  that  time  brionging  to  the  abbey  of 
Tfaoniey,  and  whiah  hereafter,  by  kmflti  neana,  might  be  ao- 
qwhred,  were  confirmed  anew  to  the  abbot  and  oonrent  in  1169, 
by  the  boll  of  Pope  Alexander.!!!. 

The 
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The  muor  fleens  to  have  heen  is  the  ooenpaiiey  of  fSum 
dialioct  partaes  in  the  reign  of  Edward  H.  the  Abbot  of  ThoiMj^ 
the  Prior  of  St.  Neote,  uid  Peter  de  Hoalfort;  hoi  it  nay  be 
that  the  abbot  was  the  paranoont  lord,  as  some  of  hia  aaeeenofs 
aetoally  graoted  a  lease  ^  the  whole  maiimr  to  the  fiuaily  of 
I^ey  for  a  term  of  aiaety-oiie  yeoia,  at  a  rent  of  ten  poaada  per 
aDaiin^  and  it  was  in  that  oeenpaney  when  it  wia  aened  by  the 
Crown  at  the  diaaolution. 

The  Tillage  atanda  on  a  hill^  and  haa  a  very  good  appeaiancf, 
at  a  diatanee;  bat  there  is  nothing  within  it  partieilariy  worthy 
of  notice.    We  come  now  to 

Wranqdyke  Hundeeb, 

the  laaA  in  order  in  oar  diviaion  of  the  coitnty.-  It  ia  boandetf  * 
on  the  weat  by  Martinaky,  on  the  north  by  East  Hundred,  and 
on  the  aonth  by  Northamptonshire ;  eonlainiqg  1^478  acrea^  and 
being  difided  into  the  pariahea  of  Barrowdeo^  Biahbrookct»  CaMo 
not,  Dryatoke  or  Stokedry,  Glaiaton*  Lyddiogten,  lioml^  Nertk 
lAienham,  Pilton»  Seaton,  Soath  Lal&nham,  ThoqM,  and  Ti&* 
over. 

lU  popolation  haa  been  estimated  at  dMl,  of  whom  1607 
were  maks^  and  1690  femaleay  inebding  d93  employed  in  agri* 
oaltave,  aod663  intradeand  manafrctnrea.  The  inhabited  I 
amottated4o666;  aninhabited  to  19 ;  andthrnambarofi 
w<tf734. 

Detstcmcb  18  the  first  place  we  enter  in  the  nwte  from  U^ 
pingham«.  A  ramble  tbrongh  this  portion  of  the  eomrty  ia  e»» 
tremdy  pleaaing.  After  paaaing  the  raee^groand  at  Uppingham* 
the  toariat  will  riae  into  a  hilly  oonnlry ;  mi  hia  left  be  will 
see  a  fiueyale,  watered  by  the  river  WeOand,  whieh  hero  acfn* 
ratea  Ratlaml  from  Nortlmmplaaahire,  aaamll  atrip  ofLaiaeater. 
akiie  intertening.  Moot  of  the  land  ia  incloaed»  bat  there  are 
very  few  hedge^rowa ;  yet  atill  the  project  ia  ricb,  ] 
te  the  left  towarda  Lyddington,  wheae  large  viUage  and  t 
-with  ite  handaome  tower  and  apire,  appear  te  great  advantage  in 

the 
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the  liQltoni.  Beyond  this  is  Seaton  on  a  hlll^  with  Morcot  and 
Barrowden ;  Preston  and  Bechilh,  too,  present  a  singular  ap- 
pearance, being  two  circular  hills,  unconnected  with  the  northern 
chain,  and  starting^  from  the  broad  bosom  of  the  talley,  si  if 
thrown  np  by  artificial  means,  and  might  actually  be  suppos* 
ed  the  work  of  man,  were  it  not  for  their  great  size.  A  short 
distance  farther  opens  the  vale  in  which  Oaldecot  is  situated ; 
and  the  Tiew  of  Leicester  and  Northamptonshires  becomes  fine  ia 
tlie  extreme,  the  opposite  hills  being  thickly  studded  with  vilfauiy 
Tillages,  groves,  and  fiirms  :'-bnt  to  return  to  Dry  stoke,  -wr 
Stokedry,  as  it  is  sometimes  called,  and  which  is  supposed  by 
Mr.  Wright  to  hare  had  its  adjunct  of  dry  from  its  situation  oft 
the  side  of  a  hill,  or  the  Village  without  Water,  Camden,  tu 
speaking  of  it,  says,  it  is  never  to  be  forgotten,  as  being  the 
hncient  residence  of  the  famous  and  ancient  family  of  the  Digbys'; 
bnt  branded  with  everlasting  infamy  by  Bverard  Digby,  who  wick* 
ediy  conspired,  with  other  execrable  incendiaries,  to  destroy  hk 
king  and  country  at  one  blow  of  hellish  thunder. 

Its  name,  however,  is  of  earlier  antiquity  than  the  time  of  the 
Digbys ;  for  in  the  reign  of  Edward  II:  the  manor  was  the  pro* 
perty  of  Roger  de  Morewood,  whose  posterity  held  it  fbr  many 
generations,  several  of  whom  have  represented  the  county  as  late 
as  Richard  11.*  The  various  county  histories  are  silent  as  t6 
the  possessors  from  that  time  to  the  Digbys;  bnt  Mr.  Wright 
«eems  very  justly  to  think  that  the  political  errors  of  the  father 
were  stoned  for  by  the  virtues  of  the  son,  for  he  observes,  that  of 
latter  time  tfiis  place  had  been  the  habitation  of  a  right  ancient 
race  of  the  Digbys ;  which  family,  though  formerly  blemished 
by  Sir  Everard  Digby,  drawn  in  to  the  powder  treason,  yet  still 
he  thinks  it  has  since  been  rendered  famous  to  the  Christian 
world,  by  the  singularly  learned  Sir  Kenelm  Digby,  eldest  son 

of 

*  By  ft  teknutt  ts  the  Cslendsrira  InqiUMlioiiuai  Pott  IfortMi*  Vol.  I. 
p.  180,  we  find  that  protioua  to  the  More  woods,  eiid  in  the  reign  of  Edward 
I.  Thomas  Nevill  held  Siokedry,  together  with  fiAeen  acres  of  wood  in  Up- 
pingham, and  half  of  Lyddington.    Thif  hai  t* scaiu'd  the  county  historians. 
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of  Sir  Everard.  He  then  adds,  thai  this  lordsbipi  notwil^pla&d- 
ing  the  attainder  of  Sir  Everard  for  that  treason,  still  reouinei 
in  his  posterity,  he  having,  long  before  the  treason  was  oonvit- 
ted,  conveyed  this  and  many  other  manors^  to  the  nse  of  himaelf 
Ibr  life,  aad  after  to  the  use  of  his  son  and  heir  apparent  in  tail, 
vdth  ^flerent  remainders  over  to  his  other  children :  so  that  when 
afterwards  he  was  attainted  and  executed,  sfcill  he  being  only 
tenant  for  Hfe,  his  estate  remained  to  Sir  Kenelm,  his  son,  who 
being  at  that  time  under  age,  a  point  in  law  aro3e,  *'  whether  the 
king  shouM  have  the  wardship  of  the  body  and  lands  of  the  saM 
Kenelm,  or  any  part  of  the  same  P"-^hey  being  held  of  the 
Crown  incapite.  On  this  oocasioo,  much  to  the  crsdit  of  the 
judges,  who  were  superior  to  court  influaice,  or  the  ftvwBs  or 
smiles  of  favourites,  it  was  decreed  by  the  two  chief  justices,  aad 
the  chief  heron,  as  well  as  the  whole  court  of  wards,  thai  the 
crown  could  not  have  the  wardship,,  but  only  when  there  was  aa 
h^-general  or  special ;  whilst;  in  this  case,  there  was  not,  the 
blood  being  corrupted,  and  the  said  Kenelm  having  no  inherit* 
able  blood  in  him  from  his  fiither ;  neither  was  he  qiecial  h^r  ia 
tail  by  Vorm  of  the  statute  of  Westminster,  hot  came  to  tliw 
estate  as  a  mere  purchaser  ;  and  for  the  same  reason,  had  he 
been  of  age,  the  crown  could  not  have  had  the  Premier  Seism. 
On  such  mce  points  and  distinctions  did  this  ome  turn,  thalL  we 
have  thus  given  it  in  full  as  a  matter  of  curiosity ;  aad  to  this  we 
have  only  to  add  that  Mr.  Gough  says,  that  Sir  Everard  was  one 
of  the  handsomest  men,  and  the  finest  gentleman,  of  his  time» 
drawn  into  the  powder  plot  by  the  priests;  and  that  his  son.  Sir 
Kenelm,  from  whom  is  descended  the  present  noble  Digby  fiuaalya 
was  an  extraordinary  character  for  learned  speculation. 

At  present  the  village  consists  of  a  few  poor  cottages ;  but  there 
are  some  remains  of  the  ancient  mansum'house  standing  close  te 
the  church.  This  small  fragment  of  the  hall  is  only  one  storj 
high,  .apparently  of  the  age  of  Edward  IV.  and  having  still  aome 
of  the  ancient  garden  walk  snrroundtng  it,  bni  now  eoavctted 
into  a  farm-house. 

The 
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The  Church;  Uioagb  small,  is  very  ancient  Gotkic,  Init  rnde,- 
and  having  an  anfiqae  porch  covered  with  ivy.  The  interior  ia- 
in  very  bad  condition,  bnt  still  interesting,  from  the  monamenta* 
which  it  contains.  Iti  the  nave,  and  adjoining  lo  the  south  wail/ 
therci  is  a  table  monnment  of  the  wife  of  Everard  Digby ;  the  slab' 
is  carved  with  a  female  figore  in  the  dreas  of  the  fifteenth  oeatary^. 
wrmounted  by  children  praying;  biitthare  has  never  been  any 
brass  upon  it;  there  are  two  shields  ako,  the  first,  Digby,  the* 
second  bearing  a  dolphin  crescente  parte  per  bend  sinister  ooiuh- 
tercbanged,  btit  no  marks  for  the  Uazbn.  The  inscription  roimd 
the  ledge  in  blAek  letter,  is,' "  Hie  jacet  Jaqneta  Digbi,  quondam^ 
nxar  Everordi  Digbi  armigeri  qoie  quidem  obiit  viceaimo  nooo 
diemeosis  Janii,  Aabo  Domini  M.^  COCCLXXXX.VL  cnjos  ani- 
«»  propitietur  Delia:  Amen/' 

In  the  chancel,  on  the  left  of  the  altar,  but  on  the  right  of  the 
qHSctator,  there  is  enoiker  table  laohiiment  df  alabaster,!  with  two 
figures  lying  on  their <  backs  in  the  lisnal  ptecatory  sepalcfaral* 
petition,  the  roan  is  in  armour,  and  the  lady  in  the  dress  of  her- 
tiaic,  witii  a  monstroos  mC  The  tomb  has  on  its  sides  two  sons/ 
seven  daughters,  and  two  infants  in  swaddling  clothes.  At  one 
end  are  impaled  tbe  arms  of  Digby  nnd  Cope ;  and  the  inscrip- 
tion is.  "  Here  lyeth  Ihe  bodyes  of  Kenelm  Digby,  Esq.  which 
Kenelm  deceased  the  20lth  of  April,  1590,  and  of  Anne,  his  wife, 

which  Anne  deceased  the  • ''     In  a  chapel  on  the  south- 

side  of  tlie  chancel,  which  has  over  the  door  the  initials  K.  D. 
and  the  date  1574,  there  is  an  ancient  table-monument  of  free- 
stone, joining  the  former  one  through  a  vacancy  in  the  wall,  and 
haviiig  over  it  a  curious  chimney  like  Gothic  window :  on  thin 
there  lies  a  knight  in  armour ;  the  arms  of  Digby  are  i*epeated 
^n  this  tomb;  and  in  the  centre  of  one  side  is  Digby  impaled 
with  a  cross-*the  inscription  says,  "  Hie  jacet  Everardius  Digbi, 
miles  qoi  obiit  nndecimo  die  Aprilis  Anno  Domini  MCCCCXL; 
cttjua  animte  propitietur  Dens.  Amen.''  In  this  chapel  there  was 
also,  at  the  beginning  of  the  last  century,  an  alabaster  grave- 
stone to  the  memory  of  Richard  Digby,  and  Anne,  his  wife ;  but 

n6 
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no  traces  of  il  can  &ow  be  seen ;  nor  is  it  likely  that  tte  etlieni 
will  long  remain,  as  the  editor  of  these  sheets  foand  the  toroh  ia 
the  chancel  a  repository  for  mats  and  lamher,  whilst  the  chapel 
seemed  turned  into  a  coal-cellar,  and  had  also  a  quantity  of 
biick-bats  and  mortar  lying  in  it  In  short,  Uie  whole  appear-^ 
ance  of  the  church  was  highly  discreditable  to  those  concerned, 
and  would  no  doubt  be  greatly  mortifying  to  the  noble  descendant 
of  these  ancient  Worthies,  if  he  should  visit  the  mottumenta  of  his 
ancestors. 

Lyddington  has  formerly  been  a  place  of  considerable  ooase- 
qaence,  though  now  a  mere  Tillage ;  for  it  is  recorded  that  it  was 
an  ancienter  maricet  than  Uppingham,  and  complained  of  the  sei- 
sing one  up  there ;  but  Uppingham  being  better  situated,  pre- 
vailed, and  there  has  been  no  market  at  Ly^ldington  for  time  eat 
of  mind. 

Some  old  authors  have  said  that  here  was  once  a  casUe ;  bvt 
after  an  accurate  examination  we  could  find  no  traces  of  any  ar- 
dent edifice,  except  the  Hospital  which  is  adjoining  to  thechorrk- 
yard ;  and,  as  Leiand  says,  *'  was  an  anncient  manor-place  of  tlhm 
Bishop  of  Lincoln.*' 

It  appeacs  to  have  been  church  property  from  a  very  early  date  ; 
for  in  the  Norman  Survey,  it  is  recoi'ded  that  Walter  held  of  tlM 
Bishop  of  Lincoln  .two  hides  in  Ledentone,  to  which  manor. 
Stoke,  Snelston,*  and' Caldecote,  then  belonged.  It  appears, 
too,  that  there  were  sixteen  canicates  of  arable  land ;  in  demesne 
six  carocates,  with  four  servants,  twenty-six  villeins,  and  twenty- 
four  bordarii,  posscssiug  nine  canicates^  There  were  also  two 
mills  of  eight  shillings,  and  twenty-eight  acres  of  meadow,  toge- 
ther with  a  wood  three  furlongs  in  length,  and  two  in  breadth  ; 
all  of  the  in  valued  at  eight  pounds; 

Great  part  of  the  manor  was,  however,  still  reserved  by  its 
ecclesiastical  lords,  who  established  a  palace  here,  the  hall  ef 

wbick, 

*  "  Snel^'on  ruins"  are  still  marked  in  the  maps ;  bot  no  such  ruins  sre^ 
now  in  exist«ncc,  tliou^h  the  name  still  rcmainsp  attached  to  io«c  fitlds  i 

Prjsiole.  9 
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wliicb,  together  with  a  large  chamber,  forms  part  of  the  prawBt 
hospital,  and  these  said  to  have  been  part  of  the  Bishop's  oim 
apartments  :  some  of  the  painted  glass  still  remains,  with  the 
inscriptions  of  "  Domlnus  Exaltatio  mea/'  and  "  Delectare  ia 
Domino;''  also  some  armorial  bearings  of* the  Lord  Chancellor 
^tnssell.  Bishop  of  Lincoln,  in  the  reign  of  Edward  IV.  and 
Bishop  Iiongland  in  the  time  of  Henry  VIIL 

In  the  reign  of  Edward  IIL  Henry  Borwash,  the  lord  trea-: 
surer,  seems  to  have  had  some  lands  here,  bat  the  tenure  is  uncer- 
tain, thoogh  perhaps  only  episciqpal  lands  vSi^  he  then  fifled  the 
Lincoln  see :  he  seems,  however,  to  have  been  a  sporting  bishop^ 
for  he  had  a  grant  of  free  warren,  and  also  power  to  inflict  a  pe- 
nalty of  ten  pounds  oa  any  one  who  should  hunt  there  without 
his  leave. 

Witli  the  Bishops  of  Lincoln  this  manor  remuned  until  Bishop 
Holbech  gave  it  up  to  Edward  VL  being  then  valued  at  the 
yearly  rent  of  691.  14s.  9d.  when  the  youthful  monarch  granted  It 
to  Gregory  Lord  Cromwell,  and  Elizabeth,  his  wife,  for  their 
joint  lives,  or  "  as  long  as  it  should  please  the  king."  Edward 
afterwards  gave  the  reversion  to  William  Cecil,  afterwards  Lord 
Burleigh ;  he  was  fajther  of  Thomas,  created  Lord  Burleigh  by 
James  I.  who,  in  1602,  converted  part  of  the  ancient  palace  into 
an  Hospital^  for  a  warden,  twelve  poor  men,  and  two  women, 
and  gave  it  the  name  of  "  Jesus  Hospital."  This  edifice  stands 
ga  the  north  side  of  the  church ;  and,  having  a  cloyster  remain- 
ing, still  presents  a  venerable  appearance.  The  hall  is  extremely 
antique,  and  in  it  lies  a  large  folio  Bible,  with  an  inscription,  in 
which  it  is  called  "  Lyddington  Hospital  Bible."  It  wais  giVen 
by  John  Clare,  Esq.  steward  to  the  Earls  of  Exeter,  a'.d  has' a 
MS.  prayer  inside,  which  is  always  read  by  the  warden  along 
with  the  rest  of  the  church  service.* 

TIkere  is  also  another  charitable  foundation  here,  a  Free  School 
for  five  boys,  of  which  the  master's  salary  is  61.  14s.  Sd.;  and  a 

Vol.  XIL  >   ^     L  property 

*  A  good  view  of  the  hospiUl  mty  be  aeen  in  the  Oe  nt.  Mag.  for  1796.'* 
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yioparty  or  MOI.  left  in  land  hj  a  \$ij  wmt  yem  igd,  ii  MfV 
vcvy  naofa  improved  m  tralte. 

Tho  C/ifircA  hM  a  handiome  lo«ror  and  spire^  and  is  Miealed 
t»  91.  Aadi^w.  ia  the  interior  the  body  rests  oh  five  Getbi^ 
ffobei^  irith  olaetertd  colemiis,  aad  it  has  fire  square  wiadom  of 
an  antt<)ue  ibrai.  The  only  inarhle  monaneiits,  or  meaioriakL 
of  any  antiquity,  are  one  aear  the  chaneel  for  Robert  Hardy, 
Gent  la  the  fiAoenth  century ;  aad  another  for  an  aneeitor  of 
the  lale  Marquis  of  Rockinghaai  in  ld30,  who  is  stated,  in  bis 
inacriplion^  to  hawe  been  "  Seribaai  et  Electom  ad  Officimn  Can- 
sanaa/'  by  the  bishops  of  Lineola.  There  are  alao  sone  braeaea 
^  on  the  float.  One  of  t4iese  is  a  woman  in  a  veil  heod-dresSy  with 
a  Ihia  mea^  visage,  mitten  sleerea,  a  belt  and  cordon;  not  a.' 
nun,  as  some  have  supposed,  but  evidently  a  widow  who  haiA 
taken  the  ¥ow  ef  chastity,  which  was  not  aaooniflion  with  tha 
ladies  in  those  days,  pat^cohurly  when  there  was  little  ehanoa 
of  their  being  tempted  to  break  it  Aaothor  has  two  figaret, 
of  a  maa  in  long  hair,  with  a  far  gown  and  long  loose  alaevoa 
fimwA  at  the  ends,  and  a  womaa  in  the  veil  head-dress  like  Hm 
Imner,  witli  a  fallen  eope  and  fiirred  eoflb,  Itc.  to  the  gown  ; 
sMogetlMr  preaenttag  carious  qieGimeBs  of  antique  cootoae.  Tk^ 
iiayreprintt  tythes  farm  oae  of  the  prebends  of  LineolD  CaAe* 
dnl. 

CaaBBCoT  is  a  small  villagd  in  the  bottom,  seated  on  tta 
banks  of  the  rrrer  Eye,  which  eoming  fifom  the  north-west,  Ula 
ifilD  the  Wellaiid  a  little  below.  A  email  mral  bridge  of  oM 
arcb  joina  Rvtland  and  Leieester^ires% 

The  faoosoB  are  mostly  cottages  built  of  a  yellowish  red  sloae, 
which  gives  it  a  gloomy  appearance ;  yet  it  has  some  little  ap« 
peaianoe  of  life  uii  bustle,  more  than  would  be  expected  fipom 
its  outward  view.  Ever  since  the  Norman  Survey  it  has  bees  a 
^affi  0^  vr  dependent  on,  tiw  manor  of  Lyddington.  In  the  reign 
of  Edward  VL  it  appears  tiiat  some  lands  in  this  town  were  part 
■ad  paroel  of  the  dissolved  monastery  of  Pipewell  in  Northaasp- 
tonshire ;  this  being  stated  in  the  Rolls  preserved  in  the  Ang* 
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MtattlioQ  6ffice.  Some  i^ntniita  ago  there  tras  a  faiiiily  of  cod- 
sidehMe  eonseqoeiiee  In  thb  conikty^  Who  seem  to  hate  taken  their 
iname  fitm  tiiis  place;  ioid  inthe  reign  of  Henry  VlII.  John  d^ 
Caldecot  iras  twice  high-sheriff;  afld  William,  perhaps  his  soli, 
served  the  sara«  office  twice  in  the  reign  of  Eliiabeth.  The 
thnrch  is  only  a  ehapelry  to  Lyddington ;  and  the  vicar  of  that 
pckiiAh  has  dl  the  staall  tythes,  except  two  marks,  which  are  to 
he  paid  yearly  to  the  Bishop  of  Lincoln.  It  stands  nearly  on  the 
hahks  of  the  river,  ttt  th^  soath-east  extremity  of  the  village,  and 
pre^nts  a  handsothe  appearance  at  a  distance,  but  has  nothing 
very  particnlar  to  engage  attention  and  examination.  It  is  dedi- 
cated to  fit.  John,  and  oonbifetsof  a  nave  and  chancel  in  a  plaiii  style 
of  the  later  Gothic,  thfe  nkvehaviog  two  pointed  arches  resting  on 
betagotaal  pillarl^;.  kftd  in  the  roof  is  Mrked  th^  date  of  1648* 
On  the  north  4ndl,  at  th^  end  of  the  galkry,  there  was  dhlmcient 
painting  of  Adam  Imd  Eve  stahdihg  nndd*  thb  Treb  of  Know- 
Uldge,  with  the  Serpent,  and  the  other  nstial  attributes  of  that  un- 
fortunate eteAt  ( hat  it  is  tiow  almost  entiilely  «fihced.  The  toWer 
is  fetj  slender,  and  is  embattled;  and  the  spire,  which  originally 
laeasared  thirty-four  yards  in  height,  Wks  shattered  by  lightning 
In  I.7SI6,  but  has  since  been  rebuilt  with  Weldoh  stone,  ah  infe- 
rior kind  of  freestone. 

:  1*0  the  north-east  of  this,  ill  the  iaildy,  lie  the  PrestM  and 
Be^  {tills,  already  mentioned.  Thtee  are  quite  detached  from 
Uie  others,  and  not  sufficiently  conical  to  claim  a  volcanic  origin; 
yet  il  is  difficnlt4o  imagine  that  they  can  have  been  formed  on  the 
principles  of  the  Neptunian  theory.  In  fact,  they  present  a  very 
eurjou^  subject  of  enquiry  to  the  geological  observer. 

We  next  come  to  Thorpe,  a  small  village  on  the  banks  of  the 
Wetland,  and  in  the  parish  of  Seaton  at  present;  though  at  the 
lime  of  the  Norman  Survey  considered  as  part  of  the  manor  of 
Barrowdon,  or  '*  Berchedune,''  as  it  was  then  called.  It  was 
then  crown  land,  and  the  king  had  here  one  hide  and  oneyardland, 
also  four  carucates  of  arable,  and  three  acres  of  meadow.  From 
that  period  until  the  reign  of  Edward  II.  we  find  no  mention  oJT 

L2  it; 
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it;  but  it  then  belonged  to  the  Lords  of  Seaton^  vho  at  tfaattiM 
were  John  de  Beaufoe,  John,  the  son  and  heir  of  Nicholas  ^ 
Seaton,  and  William  de  St.  Liz,  which  perhaps  may  acooant  for 
its  becoming  part  of  that  parish. 

Seaton  was  also  considered  at  the  Norman  Survey  as  part  of 
Barrowdon  manor ;  and  the  king,  the  manorial  lord,  then  held 
here  one  hide  of  land  and  a  half,  together  with  a  bovate  of  laad« 
six  carucates  of  arable,  and  two  acres  of  meadow ;  he  also  had  a 
mill  worth  three  shillings  per  annum,  a  wood,  and  what  in  the 
Survey  is  called  "  Spinetum,"  supposed  to  be  a  tract  oTefroii 
with  brambles.     In  that  Survey,  it  is  called  "  Segentoae  ;''  and 
it  further  appears^  that  here  were  lands  the  property  of  Robert  de 
Tixlenei,  consisting  of  one  hide,  and  one  borate  of  land,  fonr 
carucates  of  arablci  two  of  which  he*  held  in  demesne ;  and  there 
were  two  servants,   four  villeins,  and  two  oottageni,  with  one 
priest,  all  of  whom  only  possessed  one  carucate  and  a  halfl     Be- 
sides  these  parcels  of  land,  there  were  three  acres  of  meadowy 
together  with  a  wood  of  forty  perches  in  length,  and  of  the  same 
breadth.     Of  this  arable  and  wood  land,  however,  Robert  de  To- 
denei  held  only  one  third  ;  but  to  this  estate  there  belonged  in 
Barrowdon  one  yard  land,  and  four  villeins  with  half  a  camcale, 
which  had  been  worth  forty  shillings,  but  at  the  time  of  the  Sur- 
vey was  valued  only  at  twenty,  but  trAy  we  know  not.    Yet  this 
very  Robert  de  Todenei,  whose  fortune,  in  tliis  place  at  least, 
seems  so  inconsiderable,  actually  built,  or  at  least  repaired  and 
refoundcd,  Belvoir  Castle,  and  made  it  his  principal  mansion,  the 
present  noble  owner  being  lineally  descended  from  him.    As 
there  are  some  other  facts  counecled  with  this  parish,  illnstraiive 
of  ancient  times  and  roanncra,  we  shall  notice  that  Alice  de  Bel- 
lafago,    (or  Beauroe,)    who  appears  to   have  been    the  relict  of 
Thomas  Beaufoe,  held  lands  lure  as  early  as  the  thirty-first  of 
Henry  IL  which  were  then  valued  at  eight  marks  of  animal  rent, 
and  on   which    she  had  the  following  stock,  consisting  of  two 
ploughs,  one  hundred  sheep,  two  beasts,  five  sows,  one  boar, 
And  four  cows  :  for  the  farm  of  her  land  she  received  the  first  year 
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«f  lier  widowhood  thirty-six  shillings  rent^  and  two  pounds  of 
pepper:  ffbe  was  said  to  be  at  the  king's  disposal,  had  a  daugh- 
ter her  sole  heiress,  only  two  years  old,  and  no  doubt  was  a  warm 
hoonciug  widow !  A  considerable  part  of  the  lands  of  Seaton  must 
have  belonged  to  this  family  ;  for  in  the  reign  of  Edward  11.  we 
find  that  John  de  Beanfoe  was  a  joint  lord  of  the  manor  with 
Tfilliam  de  St.  Liz^  and  John,  son  and  heir  of  Nicholas  de 
Seyton. 

This  is  a  rectory ;  and  the  family  of  Beanfoe  seem  to  hare 
furnished  it  with  several  rectors,  one  of  whom  is  stated  to  have 
)>een  removed  from  his  charge  on  account  of  his  being  infected 
with  the  leprosy.  The  Church  itself  is  a  pleasing  Gothic  build- 
ing, but  with  only  one  monument  of  any  antiquity,  which,  indeed, 
at  present,  is  almost  obliterated,  and  must  therefore  be  described 
from  Mr.  Wright's  account  of  it  in  the  beginning  of  the  last  cen- 
tury, when  it  was  in  better  preservation.  He  states  it  to  be  an 
ancient  monument  erected  in  an  arch  in  the  south  wall  of  the 
church,  bat  without  any  epitaph  to  be  seen,  at  least  in  his  day ; 
yet  he  mentions  two  coats  of  arms  cut  in  the  stone,  but  uncoloured  :* 
these  are  still  in  existence :  the  first  is  quarterly  ;  first  and- 
Courth,  two  lioncells  passant ;  second,  bendy  of  ten  pieces ;  third, 
two  bars  surmounted  of  a  bend.  The  other  coat  is  a  lion  passant 
crowned.  We  have  made  some  research  after  the  bearers  of  these 
coats,  hot  without  being  able  to  specify  them  exactly ;  and  must 
therefore  leave  them  to  future  investigators  of  the  heraldic  anti- 
quities of  the  county. 

'  BiSHBROOKE  was  originally  called  "  Bittesbrooke,''  and  is 
stated  in  the  Norman  Survey  to  have  had  some  of  its  lands  held 
by  the  king  as  part  of  his  manor  of  Barrowden.  There 
is  reason  to  believe  that  it  became  church  land,  being  the  pro- 
perty of  the  college  of  Fotheriughay  in  Northamptonshire  ; 
and  in  the  reign  of  Edward  VI.  it  was  granted  by  that  monarch^ 
to  Sir  Richard  Lee,  Knt.  as  part  of  that  college's  lands,  to  be  held 
in  knight's  service,  with  a  reservation  of  the  annual  rent  of 
three  shillings  and  two-pence  to  the  crown  in  right  of  the  priory 
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of  Si.  Ma  9f  J«ras4ei9>  an4  aJUo  of  tl|M9-f enw  lif44^ny  fit]K 
ivble  to  the  mauor  of  S/orcgt,  irlucU  sceow  Iheaee  V>  ba««  bofl» 
p^amomit.  Soon  after  poys^on,  I^e  ali^n^ktetf  U  ^  Aytiioqr 
Andrtiws,  Esq.  Whilst  in  the  pow§9«ioB  of  if^e  Aadrewa  bmiij 
aa  ocQurrence  took  pUce,  which  boiag  rooord^  ii^  ▼ariooa  lav 
autboriUea  as  a  nat^bh  casoi  ve  aball  slightly  veation. . 

Aathony  AadraUB  dk4  eeizoi  of  the  maiior  hi  the  Wgn  of 
Queen  Elizabeth,  and  gave  it  to  his  wife  for  life;  after  bor»  lo 
AfUkimy,  his  second  son,  charged  with  tea  pou|id9  a  year  to 
Fnhian,  his.  yoangest  8oa>  if  he  were  aUl^e  ^hf^  the  said  laiida 
ciame  to  Anthony,  and  so  to  Qontinue  as  Ipqg  a9  Kahii^  UveA 
But  the  lands  ntvw  cum^  to  Anthony,  lor  he  died  before  Fabiai^ 
though  they  fell  to  his  heirsu  who  refused  to  pay  Fabian's  an- 
iMiity,  on  the  grottud  that  the  Uleral  ialerprel^tioa  of  the  will 
was  not^  and  co^ld  not,  be  felfiUed.  la  conseqaeace  of  thiiu  it 
eame  before  the  Coart  of  Wards;  aad  it  was  there  at  length 
decreed,  by  advioe  with  the  two  chief  jvslices,  Wray  and  Aader^ 
■oa.  "  that  the  land  did  remaiA  still  charged  with  the  ssaie  aii«> 
naity  to  Fabiaa«  aa  a  leat  aech,  a«d  thai  the  heirs  and  asvgna  of 
Anthony  were  bound  to  pay  it  daring  Fdnaa's  life.^ 

BARaowDON  is  Tarioosly  spelt  in  the  old  aathoiiliea,  beiof 
^rokihm,  Betchffdm^,  Bergedon^,  and  Btruadfta  and  i« 
statedj  in  the  Norman  Stirvey,  to  have  been  the  king's  naaoc, 
in  which  he  had  four  hides  all  but  one  yardlaod,  and  Ike  a^nUa 
land«  which  waH  eatimated  at  ten  caruoates.  This  sMiior  thaa 
had  nine  villeins,  and  ten  tenants  in  socage,  with  three  €alt»- 
gersi,  all  of  whom  ocoapied  sis  carucatea  and  a  halC  baaidea  aix 
acres  of  meadow^  and^ix  acre^  qf  thorns.  The  manorial  jorisdic-i 
tion  is  also  said  to  have  extended  oyer  lauds  in  lioffqaham,  Glaia- 
ian»  Bisbrook,  Mctfrcot,  Thorp«  and  Seaton, 

In  the  reign  of  Edward  III.  this  place  was  of  auficient  conns* 
qnence  to  have  a  weekly  market  on  Satarday,  and  an  aanaal  Ihst 
for  four  days  at  the  feast  of  St.  John  the  Baptist;  hnt  ibew  hav* 
heerv  long  diaoontinved,  and  Barrowdan  can  claim  no  higkex  titla 
than  that  of  a  country  village. 

Here 
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BovtHMfonMrly  a  Chamtry  in  th^  U4y*u  Chapel,  of  Ihe 
Churchy  foimded  in  tbe  reifo  of  {Idvard  11.  for  onq  friest  to  tiaf 
MM  tkere/or  ever,  aod  irhich  appeajTs  preyiouv  to  fhiq  Pmolution 
to  liavo  paid  forty-iiine  thiUings  and  eightpencp  r4^i|(  totl)o  vf- 
«Mikeat*. 

Glaiston  is  a  Tory  ple«Mat  cbeerliil  village  ^hwAi  Iwq  laitai 
from  Uppingham^  standhig  oa  the  high  road  to  Stamff  rd.  It  haa 
poMied  through  the  fiunilioa  of  Hemi^gtoa^  Wade,  Cotley  »&e.  to  tbe 
Sheraida^  Earls  of  Harborough,  who  biiiU  a  haa490iMe  nanii^m 
her^t  now  occopied  by  Stafford  O'  Brien,  Esq.  The  home  eoi^ 
aiita  of  a  very  handsome  centra,  in  the  ^ylo  of  .ar4bil#<>kure  of 
the  middle  of  the  seventeenth  oeatury,  vith  two  ^^mge.  all  biii])l 
of  white  stone.  It  is  an  antiqne  looking  edifice;  but  the  gafdefi 
naBs,  whieh  are  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  road,  (for  the  high- 
way  rona  close  in  front)  are  evidently  of  a  much  more  ancieal 
date,  and  the  whole  presents  an  appearance  of  fecmer  manorial 
grandeur. 

The  Ckwrek  is  a  plain  baildiag«  bnt  very  neat,  with  n  loi9 
lover  and  spire,  placed  cathedralways  over  the  centre.  It  has 
eome  monuments  of  an  early  date  ^  in  particalar>  one  for  Wtdtier 
Colley,  and  Aquis  his  wife;  be  waa  Lord  of  the  Manor  in  1407 ; 
also  for  Johp  de  lindoo,  a  karaed  graduate  of  Oxford*  and  rec^ 
lor  of  the  parish  in  1418 ;  and  another  foi  Sir  John  Bramepath^ 
Knt  in  1443;  and  some  neat  memorials  of  a  more  modem  date» 

MoacoT  is  a  small  village,  about  two  miles  beyond  Glaiston^ 
^Qsiating  of  about  seventy  houses^  occupied  by  nearly  400  in- 
habitants. Here  is  an  hospital  for  six  poor  pe^l^  m^n  of  wg^ 
men«  unmarriM,  with  a  stipend  of  six  pounds  per  annum  each ; 
founded,  as  ¥r.  Wdght  recorde,  in  tlie  lOtli  of  James  I»  by  a 
Mf.  QeoRge*  Gilson,  a  Roman  Catholic,  and  supposed  to  have 
been  a  priest,  and  maintained  by  lands  at  Scredangitoii,  jn  UocdoF 
ahire. 

The  church  is  an  old  Qotbio  edifice,  but  coataiaa  nothing  re^ 
mvkabki,  except  an  aacient  monument  without  dat(B,  in  the  eouth 
\»       L4  walL 
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yM,  with  an'  inuinption  in  old  Norman  French,  •'  WilUam  de 
Orerton  gist  Icy;  Dieu  de  Salme  eyl  mercy.  Amen.*' 
•  PiLT<yy  is  marked  in  most  of  the  ma{)8  as  a  considerable  vil- 
lage; hot  it- is  a  place  of  no  magnitude  or  consequence,' and  seans 
not  to  have  had  existence  at  the  Norman  Survey,  unleils  it  was 
then  a  hamlet  to  some  of  the  neighbouring  towns.  * 

North  LirpF£KRA:M  is  a  populous  village.  The  parish  is  ex- 
tensivef,  consisting  mosdy  of  open  fields,  except  a  few  old  in- 
>dofenires,  in  which  the  oaks,  elms,  and  ashes,  have  thriven  so 
-well  in  the  hledgerrows,  as  io  offer  great  temptations  to  those 
<who  will  choose  to  plaiit  in  fntnre.  This  place,  with  its  com- 
^nion.  South  Luffenham,  seems  to  have  formed  but  one  town,  or 
manor,  at  the  Norman  Survey,  thoifgh  they  are  a*  mile  asunder. 
'  Passing  through  the  Nevills,  &c.  the  manor  came  to  the  Har- 
rington family,  and  being  sold  by  the  trustees  in  order  to  pay  off 
debts,  was  purchased  by  Henry  N6el,  Esq.  secoiid  son  of  the 
Viscount  Campden ;  who,  as  Mr.  Wright  states,  resided  here  dur. 
ing  the  civil  wars ;  and  refusing  to  deliver  up  his  house,  arms,  and 
person,  to  the  Lord  Grey  of  Groby,  who  demanded  them  for  the 
Parliament,  was  forced  by  fire  arid  batteries  to  capitolate.  And 
though  the  articles  were,  that  the  rebels  should  see  the  fire  qneueh* 
-ed,  ihat  all  in  the  house  should  have  liberty  to  depart  whither  th«y 
would,  and  that  noni^  but  commanders  should  enter  the  house; 
yet,  not  regarding  any  obligation,  promise,  or  agreement,  they 
entered  the  house,  as  well  common  soldiers  as  officers,  robbed, 
plundered,  wasted,  burned,  and  destroyed,  his  goods,  acconnts, 
writings,  and  evidences,  ravished  his  maid  servants,  entered  the 
adjoioing  church,  and  there  defaced  a:good1y  monument,  erected 
to  bts  deceased  lady ;  and  thus  having  ransacked  all,  from  the  Irving 
to  the  dead,  they  carried  him  prisoner  to  London,  i^ere  he  re- 
mained a  long  time. 

Since  and  before  that  time,  a  branch  of  the  Digby  fkmily  wers 
lords  of  a  part  of  the  manor,  and  resided  here. 

The  Church  has  In  the  east  window  several  portions  of  ar- 
iborial  glas^j  and  some  ^guresof  saitas  which  ^eom  to  have  es- 
caped 


reaped  the  ravages  of  the  reformiDg  soldiery  at  tbe  period  abovo 
alluded  to.  On  the  south  side  there  is  a  taonunient  for  Bimoa 
Dighy,  who  Was  one  of  the  geatlemeu  pensioners  to  Henry*  Vill. 

Here  also  in  the  chanoel,  was  a  brass  plate  set  up  iu  com* 
nemoration  of  tbe  beneTolent  and  reverend  Archdeacon  Johnson, 
rector  of  this  parish,  and  who  lies  buried  here. 

We  have  nothing  further  to  notice  of  this  place,  except  that, 
as  Gough  records,  about  the  year  1775^  a  workman  digging  a 
aawpit  in  his  yard  found  many  human  bones  buried  Uiere ;  but 
there  is  no  remembrance  or  tradition  when,  or  on  what  account* 
that  spot  had  been  used  as  a  buryiag-plaee ;  but  it  is  even  ^ot 
ImfH'obable  that  this  place  might  have  been  a  field  of  battle  during 
the  early  contests  of  the  Britons  with  the  Picts  and  Scots,  who  had 
twragod  the  country  as  far  south  as  the  banks  of  the  Welland,  be- 
^D^they  received  a  check  from  the  Saxons. 

'  Here  is  also  an  ancient  mansion,  lately  inhabited  by  a  branch  of 
tbe  Heathcotes,  and  which  we  believe  was  the  mansion  of  Mr.  Noel 
which  suffered  so  much  in  the  civil  wars. 

SoDTB  LoFfBNBAU  is  a  small  village  on  the  high  road-fron 
Uppingham  to  Stamford,  and  would  not  require  any  particular 
Botice,  were  it  not  that  it  is  remarkable  for  a  curious  historical 
fact,  recorded  by  Mr. Wright,  relative  to  an  ecclesiastical  decision 
on  the  antiquity  of  the  Spiritual  Supremacy  of  the  Crown  in  this 
country. 

fiobert  Cawdrey,  parson  of  this  rectory  in  the  reign  of  Eliza^ 
beth,  was,  in  her  3li|t  year,  1588,  deprived  of  his  benefice  before 
the  High  Commissioners,  not  only  for  preaching  against,  the 
Common'  Prayer,  hot  also  for  refusing  to  celebrate  divine  service 
aclBording  to  the  ritual :  after  which  tbe  validity  of  the  depriva« 
tion  came  to  be  examined  before  the  Judges  of  the  Common  Law, 
in  an  action  of  trespass  brought  by  Cawdrey  against  one  Alton 
for  breaking  his  close.  The  plaintiff's  counsel  urged,  that  th^ 
deprivation  was  void,  not  being  warranted  by  a  statote  in  (he 
foeen's  first  year  enabling  her  m^esty  by  Letters  Patent  under 
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Thi»  wvi  <}«rUui4jf  adimawMi^d  to  b«  Ui»  piiiwy  tad  qit- 
gM  rights  6y  <$<a<iu#  J^uf ;  lH»t  UiA  Cawri  ov^-rvM  tb«  ob- 
jfOipib  iilid  4^lar«d  tbat  Ui^  before  i^entieiiedl  stalvto  ven  im^ 
on  efuuting,  bat  a  ^ht'^^09y  Iaw;  4i|d  tlmt  if  it  bud  MV«r 
b«(eil  mftdej  still  the  Crnwn  would  bave  beeQ  jmtified  ia  ap* 
yointjng  cQinmmianQrs  by  the  ancient  yverogitiYe  and  h^  tf 
Kaglaad;  and  Sir  Edwavd  Coke  piofed  tim»  by  iwiy  wrimt 
j^reoedepta. 

T|XQV]U»  i«  tbe  last  towi^  or  ¥iUa§fe>  i«  tt4»  baadredj  avd  Iha 
bwit  in  tho  ooiuity.  wbieb  vo bave  to  dieli«etfa;  and  ia  aihawht 
•f  ^le^lofi,  tboRgb  io  a  different  UaadroA 

I«  tbe  Neiwaa  Survey  it  ia  wpelled  31icA^«aim>  and 
afterwards  Tyheshovre.  Tbe  variola  Uatariaaa  aiaba  ao  i 
af  it  fimi  tba^  period  until  tbe  reign  of  Edward  II.  wbeatMy  de- 
aaribe  it  aa  beiag  the  manor  of  tbe  Abbol  f^Cfca^  aAaUm  firiaiy 
in  Burgundy:  but^  by  arefereaee  to  an  aaciaiil anlhiDty *,  wa 
ind  tbal  aa  early  aa  the  reign  of  Henry  lU.  it  bebmgedt  togeiber 
wA  one  ballof  Manton^  lo  that  abky. 

''  Abb'  da  Claniaca  lenel  Yilbun  de  Tykaabafae  at  aadieteto  di 
Haaeton  val  nx  me«" 

In  thi  Mign  of  EUaabetb.  Blr  Beary  SUaay  aBoMled  il  la 
Roger  Dale  of  Colleweston,  Esq.  from  whom  it  came  to^  Heaiy 
aiiArd  of  Bfetterwick  in  KorlbavptemUre^  Baq.  a  Mlenal 
aacaatar>  we  Mky%  aC  tbe  pceaent  Henry  Staibvd  Cy  Biian» 
Saq.  aaw  roBidivir  »l  Qlaiilon. 

The  Tilfege  alaadi  veny  }fm,  a»d  haaaeurionaaU  cInMh;  aad 
tbe  botanical  tanrial  may  find  mueh  amapemont  in  bis  aeaioh  aAet 
^qfuim  plaata  on  tba  baaba  of  the.  riirev  WeUaad,  where,  m  par* 
tianbur«  many  bundaoiae  apociaieae  may  be  inal  with  of  tba  ^jfwh 
phea  dbM,  or  while  water  Uly. 

We  have  thas  taken  a  <»«sory  akeitt  oT  lbla»  the  amaUeiA 
nouUy  iA  Si^giaodt  oad  may  new  finally  ebaerre^  that  Ikaia  ia 
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w^  khM  RuUan^i^hu:^;  bxtH  ih^^  it  ip«^  b^  obsc^ed,  ^|t  it  ^ 
^tirdy  ^rif  i^Uural;  imd  il  i»  mot  ta  b^  expected  tliieri^&re  ^bsfi^ 
iff^ptovepeal  ip^ill  l^  90  n^id  9»  ▼h^ro  tb W  W^  H wbeni^  wI^^  lA 
t|ieir  aeftircb  softer  wealth  for  tbeomelve^.  nmut  a\M9,jH  diiitribute  9 
gortiqn  of  tbe  um/^  ^9*^^  their  neighboura  apd  dependentfii 
as  must  always  be  the  case  in  a  mannfiictiiring  county.    Out  heve^ 
%est$  is  jB^p  emplayiBeiit  for  the  9W«  of  tb^  popoMon,  begrqnd 
^e  b^Hc  of  thft  fiehli  of  s^hts^  all  tiioie  who  cmmgt  ilnd  eob 
idoyv^t*  or  wh^a^  gm^*  pconipt^  tbw  t^  i^orc^  iictive  piqpi^ 
flWts«  eii^rate  t^  otbar  di#tri^;  f^  ^  mp^  pther  gfiMiads  >a  i* 
DP0|ih|e  to  9fictf^ui^  for  the  ir#  ^^W^  fa^l*  thut.  th»  xeaideitfi 
populi^tkm  ba«  qot  Mifl?«a«sd  withi«  thf^  Ufi\  tef^  ye«gf«»  a)thQ«gl| 
the  dioif^i^  and  in«ide  ^  lif<^  as^  90  he^tH]^^  f battle  birtl¥».  hav^ 
^w^ya  e^fijsoM  the  bmi^a.,    )t  fo^  ^y  aome  indeed  b^  cen* 
aideredas  an  advantage  attending  its  present  state  of  s^ety^  that;, 
with  the  exception  of  the  great  landholders  and  clergy^  there  is 
perhaps  a  more  absolute  equality  in  Rutland.than  in  any  other 
county ;  that  is,  that  there  are  none  very  rich,  and  none  wretch* 
edly  poor,  as  is  generally  the  case  in  manufacturing  districts ; 
but  then  it  must  be  remembered,  that,  to  counterbalance  this  ad* 
vantage,  the  farmers  of  Rutland  must  trust  to  other  markets  for  a 
▼ent  for  their  surplus  produce^  as  a  very  small  proportion  of  what 
the  land  might  yield  is  consumed  within  the  county  j  and  that  * 
of  course^  until  this  focility  of  finding  a  market  is  actudly  pro- 
duced, all  attempts  at  improving;,  the  ^y^itev  pf  a  mor^  pro* 
ductive  agriculture,  must  in  a  great  d^gxee  proi!e  ^rtivp. 

Finally,  we  beg  leave  to  ob^rvej  that  th»  foregoiiag  nheets  aiia 
founded  on  a  very  minute  pecaontU  survey  of  the  county  during 
the  last  summer,  aided  of  courae  by  ihe  best  helps  we  cenld  pro* 
cure,  not  only  from  the  printed  hiataniaBs,  hul  also  from  tha 
various  manuscript  authorities  preserved  in  lh&  Bviiiah  Museum, 
To  Mr.  Wright's  elaborate  History  of  the  County,  it  will  be  seen 
that  we  are  ipuch  indebted  for  the  ancient  manorial  details,  and 
we  must  also  give  due  praise  to  that  part  of  Mr.'  Blore's  exten* 
.9  sive 
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site  work  whieb  is  lately  publiRhed,  describing  Ihc  Esst  AinidreJ 
«f  the  Sbire.  We  had  not  liie  good  fortuoe  to  meet  Mr.  Blore 
during  our  researches;  nor  hare  we  the  pleueare  of  knowing  bin 
personally ;  yet  it  would  be  the  height  of  injustice  not  to  say  that 
we  have  found  bis  work  marked  with  the  strictest  exactness  in 
description  and  in  detail^  as  fo  as  can  be  judged  from  our  owft 
observations. 

We  have  to  regret  that  the  absence  of  a  clerical  gentlennm  fttm 
Oakham,  during  our  visit  to  that  part  of  the  county,  prevented  uv 
from  receiving  that  information,  and  those  hiuts  respecting  the 
History  and  Antiquities  of  the  County,  which  we  are  assured  he 
is  well  able  to  bestow ;  but  we  must  return  our  sincere  thanks  la 
Thomas  Barker  of  Lyndon,  Esq.  whose  hints  on  several  poiiita 
were  of  extreme  utility,  and  gave  occasion  to  the  exarainatioii 
of  several  important  circumstances^  which  might  otherwise  havt 
passed  unnoticeSl. 
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lu  "  Shrivalty,"  insert  an  e. 
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from  bottom,  for  "  that/'  read  to  give. 

for  "  who,  from  hit  gaUaMtry,"  read  wkm^gmUmntf% 

of  the  note,  for  **  Oilbetto,"  read  OUbcrto, 

for '«  HvndrerU,"  read  Utmdrtdis, 
for  "  Ferrer*,"  read  Fkrran. 
from  bottom,  for  "  ana,"  read  and. 
for  **  Brae  CiMterton,'*  read  Brig  Catterton, 
for  «*  Cotetmere,"  read  Ceitmon, 
/or  "  Six."  read  two. 
from  bottom,  for  "  is,**  road  «rr> 
from  bottom,  for  "  VIII,**  read  VIL 
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BOOKS,    MAPS,   AND   VIEWS, 

THAT  HAV£  BEEN  PUBUSHED  IN 

lUmtrafwn  of  the  Topography,  Antiquities,  8f  c.  ofthg 
COUNTY    OF  RUTLAND. 


7h£BE  19  perhaps  no  county  li>  Ensland  which  has  profited  less 
from  the  researches  of  Antiquaries,  or  Naturalists,  (han  this.  The 
Uni  CoUection  ever  attempted  was  bj  a  Mr.  Dodswarth,  whose  Pa- 
pers being  in  the  poesession  of  Sir  WtngMd  Bodtnham  of  Ryhall,  the 
latter  gentleman,  whilst  a  prisoner  in  the  Tower  of  London,  during  the 
civil  war»  availed  himself  of  them,  and  produced  a  work  which  we 
believe  was  called  *'  Collections,''  and  «tiU  remains  in  MS.  On  these 
Collections,  Mr.  Jolm  Wright,  as  that  accurate  antiouarv  Mr. 
Cough  records,  founded  his  «  History  and  Antiquities  of  trie  County 
of  Rutland,  collected  from  Records,  ancient  MSS.  Comments  on  the 

flace,  and  other  authorities ;  illustrated  with  Sculptures^  Lond.  1684. 
olio." 

The  Views  of  this  County,  of  any  celebrity,  are  a  three  sheet  View 
of  Burley  House,  drawn  by  Twyman,  engraved  at  Paris,  by  BlondeU 
and  preserved  in  St.  John*s  Library  at  Cambridge  ;  drawings  of 
Tickencote  Church,  exhibited  by  Stukeley,  to  the  Antiquarian  So- 
ciety, in  1741  ;  Views  of  Ketton  and  Okeham  Churches,  of  Okelumi 
Castle,  and  of  some  Monuments,  &c.  in  Wright's  History,  andaView 
of  Okeham  Castle,  by  Buck,  as  far  back  as  1 73 1 . 

Exton  Park  has  been  illustrated  by  a  View,  by  Smith,  engraved  by 
Mason ;  and  by  a  Plan  done  by  fiadeslade  and  Harris. 

The  old  Maps  ol  the  County  are  Saxton's,  Speed's,  and  Bowen's, 
and  the  more  recent  ones  of  Smith  and  Cary  ;  for  the  accuracy  of  the 
latter  of  which,  except  in  one  or  two  instances,  we  can  testify  by  actual 
observation. 

But  the  most  recent  and  elaborate  work  on  this  County  Is  *'  The 
History  and  Antiquities  of  the  County  of  Rutland,  compiled  from  the 
Works  of  the  most  approved  Historians,  National  Records,  and  other 
Authentic  Documents,  Public  and  Private.  By  Thomas  Blore,  of  the 
Society  ot  the  Middle  Temple^  and  F.  S.  A."  Folio.  SUmford. 
1812. 

Of  this  the  Second  Part  of  the  First  Volume  has  bccnjjublished, 
containing  the  East  Hundred* 
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THE  COUNTY  OF  RUTLANDSHIRE. 

*  ^  *.  the  MiRKBt  Towwa  tre  printed  in  SidbU  GtpiUU; 

the  Villages  in  Italics. 


A. 

AcRlCUttURAt  M«4«9»  19. 

AhBtot  Hto^DRfeb.  69* 

Ancient  limits^  county,  f . 

AiTBCvoTvs  of,  ni»tic»  15$  atieient 
iKxatioD,  99 ;  William  Warin,  43  $ 
DalbjTi  46  i  of  Jeffrey  Hudton  the 
dwarf,  53 ;  of  Finch  family,  65  ; 
of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Mason,  1$^  o? 
Jt^'olville  family,  75 ;  Lord  Badles- 
meie,  78  $  NormanTille  family^  94 ; 
of  St.  Tibba,  104;  tcstatncntary 
one  of  MiS.  Brown,  109 ;  of  the 
Re#.  Mr.  Whiston,  If  6 ;  Antiqua- 
rian, 113$  of  the  Queen's  boots, 
117 1  of  the  Andrews  family,  150. 
Afitiqftaaiifiti  researches  at  Great  Cas- 

terton,  119. 
jftkweU,  79 ;  ancient  cburcbj  and  ca- 
rious ittonuroents,  73. 
Ayttoti,  and  seat,  130. 

B. 

BarUytiorpe,  bo. 
Borrow,  79. 
fiarfowdon,  450. 
battle  at  Home,  9$. 
Beaumont  chace,.  154. 
Bee  add  FVeston  bills,  147. 
BelmesHiorpe,  llO. 
Belton,  57. 
Bishbrooke,  149. 
Braunston,  church,  &c.  56* 
Bridge  CastertoH,  111. 
British  History,  4. 
Brooke,  Priory,  &c  58. 


Browne  family,  53. 

Bi^ALfir  OK  TBV  ttiLL,  63 ;  Ink* 
^ry,  64 ;  ahccdotes  of  Finch  faos- 
]y»  65;  house,  66;  poitratts,6f  | 
carious  ptmtitf|s,  69. 

C. 

CaMtcot,  146;  choitli,  14t. 
Canal,  93. 
Ceaterion,  Little,  110. 

Great,  or  Brig,  119. 


Chalybeate  at  Tolthorpc,  ItO. 

Charity  Schools,  <9. 

Charitable  donations,  48. 

Charities  of  Mr.  Fbster,  83. 

Chater  river,  99. 

CntrncHaSi  at  Oakhadi,  49;  it 
Braunston,  57 ;  at  Eiton,  86 ;  at 
£mpingham,  94 ;  at  Tiekencotf, 
97  ;  at  Etsendine,  103  ;  at  Ryall» 
104  ;  at  Nornianton,  199. 

Climate  of  county,  19. 

Clipsham,  history,  and  church,  61. 

Content,  histanco  of>  IIB. 

CaUsiMtre,  79. 

Countess  of  Warwiek,  13|b 

County  Gaol,  50. 

County  Proverb^,  34. 

D. 

Oalby,  William,  Anecdote  of,  47. 
Deepdale,  57. 

Deritation  df  cotfnty  oaine,  I. 
Digby  family,  149. 
Dirnions  of  county,  3. 
Drystoke,  liO  ;  chnrcb^  143. 


£. 


Earls,  6. 


East 


IK19£^. 


%g\ex(iti,  eburch.  99 ;  UnM,  (96. 
iSifiinghAm,  93  ;  ehurtih,  9^ 
£pitAi»bft,  cfii  AdM  Barton,  44  itVa. 

Wilcot,  73;  th6  Rev.  Mr.  Whis- 

ton,  lt6. 
Ermine  Street,  Rowiift  fotd,  ll3. 
Evencline,  lOf ;  oiitious  cbnrcb,  103. 
Extent  of  coantyi  U 
Eston,  85;  chnrch,  86. 
EzToif  Hall,  boratydd;  paintinga, 

portraiiSf  &c  90. 

F 
Ptmiliet  of  caanty,  9. 
Farms,  site  of,  l7. 
Five  Mile  Cross,  Abeiefit  RoffiM  Its* 

tion,  85. 
Flore  family,  44—39 ; 
FoWUIe  family,  75. 
Foreitof  Leafleld,  19. 
Foiteri  cbarities  of  Mr.  83. 

G. 

Gardens  at  Bnrley,  73. 

GlaitUM,  151. 

Great  Casterton,  111. 

Greathtimf   and  ancient  lucription, 

81. 
Gnasb  riTer,  21. 
Ganthorpe,  now  decayedi  59. 

H. 

Hambledon,  lf7. 

Harrington  family,  atid  monnmenU, 
B6,  87. 

HiavoBY,  anpient,  3. 

—  '       >  parliamentary,  SO. 

■   ■*    -»  nonicipal,  31. 

— — ,  ecclesiastical,  33* 

Horne,  battle  tbere,  96. 

Horse  sboes,  ancient  coftom  respect- 
ing, 40. 

RoapiUl  at  Oakham,  46. 

HirirpiiBBt,  of  Oakham  Sole,  34; 
of  Alstoe,  69  ;  BaaT,  99 ;  Martini* 
ley,  ISO;  Wrangdyke,  140^ 

andson,  Jel»(!y,  the  dwar^  53. 

f.  kS. 

Industry,  Society  for  ptometiag,  t8. 

Ingthorpe,  100. 

Inscription  inTickencoCechvrch,  100. 

Judicial  affsira^  M, 

Jaditbi  Countess  of  Hu^tingdon,  84. 


Keiink,  Hhd  Cntiedl  SiiOO  AfMh, 
fite.  107. 


LaUor,  ftettled  by  Justices,  t6. 
Landholders,  ancient,  5. 
•,  modern,  10. 


Langbam,  55. 
LeaBeld  Forest,  19. 
Legal  anecdote  of  Andrewft  family. 
150.  ^' 

Legal  eccleeiastical  anecdote^  153ti 
Little  Casterton,  100. 
Ijuffenhttm,  North,  15S« 
Sonth,  153. 


lyJdingUm,  144;  bishop's  palace  ncr# 
an  hospital,  145  ;  Fre4  School,  145; 
cbarcb,  146. 

LjfUdeih  If 4 ;  hall  ib. ;  chnrob,  ld5 1 
pictvre  and  tomb,  of  the  Rot.  Mr« 
Whiltoii,  115^  126 ;  epitaph,  ib* 

M. 

Jforlet  (hmcn,  76  ;  antl^oariaii  eoa« 

jectnres,  77. 
Mansion,  ancient,  at  Toltborpe,  109« 
Manton,  127  ;  channtry,  198. 
Manufactufts  of  cminty,  94« 

MabtINSLBT  HirNORBDj  190, 

Martinstborpe,  199. 

Mineralogy  of  county,  18. 

Modem  limits  of  county,  9, 

Modes  of  Agriculture,  15. 

MowoMSMTs,  at  Oakham,  43;  an^ 
cient,  at  Langham,  56 ;  at  Ashwell, 
curious,  73 ;  curious  in  Exton 
church,  86,  87  ;  of  a  native  of  Tan* 
gier  at  Tynwelt,  116 ;  of  a  content- 
ed grocer  at  Ketton,  118 ;  at  Up- 
pingham, 133;  of  Digby  familV 
at  Drystoke,  143;  in  LyddlnirtOft 
church,  146. 

Moreot,  151. 

Municipal  lii»tory,  30. 

N. 

Koel  family,  monuments,  &c.  88. 
Normanlon  parish,  church,  &c.  19  L 
NoRMANTON  Housi,  19^;  garden^ 
and  grounds,  194. 

o. 

Cab  HAH  Soak,  34. 
Oaehait,  34;  history,  35;   castle, 

40;^ 


INDEX. 


40;  horse  shoe  costom,  41;  ma- 
norial courts.  At  i  cborch  and 
lnoauioent9>  43  j  free  tchoolj  4:>,^ 
charity  school,  and  religioas  founda- 
tioiu/46;  charitable  donations,  48  ; 
county  gaol,  and  population,  50 ; 
poor*»  rates,  markets,  taiw,  51  i  im- 
provements, ancient  families,  5S. 

FjinisHts,  inOkehara  Soke,  S4;  in 
Alstoe  hundred,  6« ;  in  East  httn- 

.  arf?d,9«;  in  Martinsley,  l«Oj  in 
Wrangdyke,  140. 

ParUameniary  hihtory,  30. 

arrangements,  S9* 

Pickworth>  lOtt;  church,  l"l. 

Pilgrimage  to  our  lady's  Well,  49. 

i^Uttm,  t5«. 

PoiH-,  state  of,  «6. 

Population  of  county,  5. 

PonTRAiTS,  of  Finch  family,  fiT.  68- 
70  5  Duchess  of  S«iroerset,  68 ; 
Charles  the  II,  Viscount  Hatton. 
Sir  John  Bell,  Lord  Herbert  of 
Cherbury,  70;  Marquis  of  Rock- 
inghWrn,  Uuke  of  Somerset,  James 
ir,  ace.  7 1 J  of  Rev.  Mr.  Whiston, 
.1SB5. 

Prtsicttt  and  church,  131. 

Pre»ton  aod  Bee  hills,  147. 

Priory,,  ancient,  Ht  Brooke,  58. 

Properly  in  county,  9. 

Proverbs  o(  county,  31. 

Q. 

Queen's  boots,  anecdote  of,  117. 

Rakesbro'  Hill,  56. 

Kttin  Jam  Inn,  83. 

Rents  in  general,  17, 

lHi4iUngt0n,  1«9. 

Rivers,  tl. 

Roads,  23. 

Roman  roads,  113. 

RUT1.ANDSH1RE,  eitcDt,  name,  Ij 
ancient  and  modern  limits,  t ;  di- 
visions, 3 ;  history,  British,  Roman, 
'  and  Saxon,  4 ;  Norman  landholders, 
6  ;  Earls,  6  ;  property,  9  ;  landed 
ftmilies,  ib.  ;  modern  landholders, 
10  ;  country  seats,  ib  j  titles,  cli- 
mate, 11  ;  face  of  the  co\intry.  l«- 
ftoil,  13  ;  produce,  15 ;  agricultural 
modes,  ib. ;  tenures,  size  of  farms, 
reuls,  tylhcs,  17  j  mincnlogy,  18; 


woods,  19 ;  rivers,  21 ;  caaal,  93^ 

roads,  ib. ;  manalitctares,  94  i  popu- 
lation, 95 ;  poor,  96  ;  society  for 
proiaoting  iDdastr;)r,  i8 ;  charity 
schools,  99  ;,  municipal  and  par* 
Hameiitary  history;  30  ;  sherifis,  31; 
Judicial  aflFairs,  ecclesiasticml  his- 
tory, 33 ;  proverbs,  34. 
RyaU  and  aotiqalties,  104. 

s. 

SaxoQ  church  at  Tickencote,  97. 

Saxon  history,  4. 

Seats,  country,  lO. 

Sheriffs,  148,  church,  149. 

Seoton,  31. 

Society  for  promoting  iadostry,  98. 

Soil  and  produce,  13. 

South  Luffenham,  153. 

St.  Botolph's,  96. 

St.  Tibba,  anecdotes  of,  104. 

Stocking,  seat  near  to,  83. 

StretOm,  famous  for  shrews,  84. 

T. 
Taxation,  curious  mode  of,  39. 
Teigh,  75. 

Tenures,  ancient,  17. 
ThittUton,  83. 
Thorpe,  147. 
Tickencote,  and  curioos  Saxoa  chorclb 

97. 
Titles,  II. 
Tixover,  154. 
Tolthorpe,  109. 
TyntoeU,  church,  &c.  110. 

U.  &  V. 

Uppikobam,   situation,    139;   pso- 

verbs,    church*    133;    free^bool, 

134 ;  hospital,  135 ;  marker,  fain» 

population,  ib. ;  poor's  rntci,  fcc 

'  friendly  societies,  history,  136. 

W. 

Wages,  settled  by  Justices,  96. 

Wardlcy.  57.. 

Wnrin,  William,  coriooi  will  of,  4S 

Wash,  or  Ouasfa,  river,  91. 

Welland  river,  f9. 

Whitwell.  chufcb.  &c.  96, 91. 

Will  of  Dalby,  oarioas»  46- 

Wing,  138. 

Wisstindine,  74. 

Witchley,  common,  117, 

Woods,  fee.  19. 
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